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While all non-native alternatives have been screened
against several databases to ensure they are not
considered weedy, predicting future behaviour
is not an exact science! The only

way to be 100% sure is to use
ecosourced native species.
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Get rid of a weed, plant me instead!

Many of the weedy species that are invading and damaging our natural areas
are ornamental plants that have ‘jumped the fence’ from gardens and gone
wild. It costs councils, government departments and private landowners
millions of dollars, and volunteers and community groups thousands of unpaid
hours, to control these weeds every year.

This Plant Me Instead booklet profiles the environmental weeds of greatest
concern to those in your region who work and volunteer in local parks and
reserves, national parks, bush remnants, wetlands and coastal areas.
Suggestions are given for locally-sold non-weedy species, both native and non-
native, that can be used to replace these weeds in your garden.

We hope that this booklet gives you some ideas on what you can do in your
own backyard to help protect New Zealand’s precious environment.

For more information on these weeds, including control and disposal, check out:

www.weedbusters.org.nz

Know what’s weedy

Groundcovers and fillers ...........cc..occoeeeeiiienns 1

Grasses, bulbs and ferns ..........cccooeeiiiiiiinn.. 21
Climbers and vines ..........ccccoceeviiiiiiiiiinncennnn. 30
Shrubs, trees and palms ....................ollL 48
Wetland and aquatic weeds ...............ccceenen. 84

,\ Look for the kiwi — NZ’s iconic bird — it is used to mark native alternatives.



