
 
 
 
 

Guide for applicants 
 

The Creative Communities Scheme is a partnership 

between Creative New Zealand (the national arts 

development agency) and local councils in New Zealand. 

Each council takes responsibility for delivering the 

scheme in its area. Local decision-making is the key 

to the scheme: applications are considered by 

assessment committees with knowledge and 

experience of the arts in their area. 

 

Purpose of the scheme 

The Creative Communities Scheme supports and 

encourages local communities to create and present 

diverse opportunities for accessing and participating 

in arts activities within their specific geographical area, 

as well as for defined communities of interest. 

Under the scheme, “the arts” is defined as “all forms 

of creative and interpretative expression”. 

 

Who can apply? 

An application can be from an individual or from a group. 

Individual applicants must be New Zealand citizens 

or permanent residents. 

If you’ve previously received funding under the 

Creative Communities Scheme, either as an individual 

or as a member of a group, you must have completed 

a project report for the earlier project before any 

further applications from you will be considered. 

 

 

 

 

Can I get funding for my project? 

The project must – 

»» have an arts or creative cultural focus 

»»  meet one or more of the three funding criteria 

(see below) 

»» be completed within 12 months after funding 

is approved 

»»  benefit local communities 

»»  take place within the city or district where the 

application is made, or benefit local communities 

within that city or district 

»»  not have started before funding is approved 

»»  not have already been funded through Creative 

New Zealand’s contestable funding programme 

for the same purpose 

»»  not have already been funded through Creative 

New Zealand’s multi-year funding programme. 

 

Funding criteria 

Your project must meet one or more of the following 

funding criteria – 

»» Broad community involvement – The project 

will create opportunities for local communities 

to engage with and participate in arts activities. 

»»  Diversity – The project will support the diverse arts 

and cultural traditions of local communities, 

 enriching and promoting their uniqueness and 

cultural diversity. 

»»  Young people – The project will enable and 

 encourage young people (under 18 years) to engage 

 with and actively participate in the arts. 



Creative Communities Scheme 

 

Types of projects or activities that could be 

funded include – 

»» Exhibitions, productions, concerts, festivals, 
workshops and presentations that offer opportunities 
for community involvement in the arts 

»»  Activities that support the traditions and arts of ethnic 
communities 

»»  Youth arts events 
»» Artist-led projects involving local communities 
»»  Materials for arts activities or programmes 
»»  Personnel costs for one-off, short-term projects 
»»  Promotion and publicity of arts activities to 

communities. 
 

Types of projects or activities that cannot be funded 
include – 
»»  Activities that are not arts-focused 
»»  Activities that are the direct responsibility of schools 

or other education institutions 
»»  Ongoing administration costs not related to a specific 

project 
»»  Projects that are the core business of an organisation 

or service provider 
»»  Retrospective project costs (for projects already 

started or completed) 
»»  Catering costs of an event 
»»  Fundraising activities 
»»  Travel for individuals or groups to attend events, 

presentations or shows 
»»  Developing facilities, such as gallery and theatre  

lights, stage curtains or building restoration 
»»  Buying capital items, such as computers, cameras, 

musical instruments, costumes or uniforms. 
»» Entry fees for competitions, contests and exams 
»» Prize monies, awards, judges’ fees and trophies 
»» Payment of royalties 
»» Elimination of accumulated debt or debt servicing 
»» Buying artworks for collections 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application Process and Allocation of Funds 
All applications are considered by Council’s Grants 
Committee and their recommendations considered by Full 
Council. 

All applications must be made on the provided application 
form so that all organisations are meeting the same 
requirements for supplying information for consideration. 

You will be advised of the outcome of your application 
within two months of the closing date. 

Council’s decision on all allocations of funds will be final. 

Council will report to the community via the media on 
allocation of the funds to successful organisations. 

 
Note:  Late or incomplete applications will not be 
considered. 

More Information 
If you require further information or assistance please 
contact: 
Lyne Johnson 
Marlborough District Council 
PO Box 443 
Blenheim 7240 
Ph (03) 5207448 
Fax (03) 520 7496  
Email:  lyne.johnson@marlborough.govt.nz  
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