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(9) Erik and Lone Sorensen, Kaituna - Pond too close to road boundary 

 

(10) Tom and Noeline Bryant, Pelorus - Pond and disposal area too close to paper road 
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(11) David Wearing, Rai Valley - Shed and sump too close to road boundary 

 

(12) Robert and Anne-Marie Wratt - Shed too close to road boundary 
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(13) Gregory Thompson, Opouri Valley - Shed and sump too close to road and river reserve 

 

(14) Tom King, Kaituna - Ponds too close to river boundary 
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(15) Murray and Deidre Prattley, Opouri Valley - Sump and shed too close to river reserve 

 

(16) David and Gloria Bryant, Pelorus - Sump too close to road boundary 
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Summary 
11. In order to comply with the Plan rules the dairy wash water collection and containment systems 

shall not be within 20 metres of a property boundary without the permission of the neighbour.  This 
report seeks to gain the permission of the Council, who administers or who shares the 
administration of the road reserve or esplanade strips, to sign off the existing placement of wash 
down water collection and containment systems. 

RECOMMENDED 
That permission is granted to authorise the existing placement of the dairy shed washdown 
collection, containment and application systems. 
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Freedom camping numbers
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25. Freedom Camping Policy Review 
(Report prepared by R Bartlett) Reference (R495-08) 

Purpose 
1. The purpose of this report is to review the current Freedom Camping Policy and suggest changes to 

assist with the management of the issue in line with the Guidelines set out by the National Freedom 
Camping Forum. 

Background 
2. Marlborough District Council has a Bylaw: which prohibits using a vehicle for overnight 

accommodation anywhere in the district. In 2006 a policy was introduced to manage the ever 
increasing issue of freedom camping in the district which allowed self contained vehicles to stay 
over night for a maximum of two nights within the district except for excluded areas. 

3. Within the last few years New Zealand has seen a major increase in the numbers of freedom 
campers making use of public places to camp overnight. The result of this increase has seen a much 
more noticeable impact on the environment (specifically human waste, littering and fire threat). 
There has also been an increase in the number of complaints from residents who feel affected by 
the practice in their area. 

4. Staff have been keeping statistics on the number of reported incidences of freedom camping which 
clearly shows the increase  

 

5. This trend is not uncommon through out New Zealand. As a result of mounting public discontent 
with the practice a National Freedom Camping Forum of affected parties was set up by the Tourism 
Industry Association in 2008 to collectively tackle issues associated with freedom camping. The 
forum includes representatives from rental vehicle operators, local government, tourism 
organisations, central government and other stakeholders.  

6. The first action to come from the Forum was a set of guiding principles. These were adopted by all 
South Island councils as principles to guide the management of freedom camping. 
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National Freedom Camping Guiding Principles 
15 October 2008 

Campers should: 
1. Respect the New Zealand environment – leave the site clear of all rubbish, waste and 

damage. 

 Understand that dumping of waste and litter is an offence and will result in instant fines 
or prosecution. 

2. Act responsibly, and respect the access and enjoyment rights of other public space users. 

3. Have immediate access to, or on-board, toilet, wastewater collection and rubbish disposal 
facilities. 

4. Use designated public spaces, camping areas (e.g. Department of Conservation sites) or 
commercial premises as available. 

 Seek the local i-SITE, DOC Visitor Centre, camping grounds, other camping guides or 
the local council web site, for information about the location of camping sites in the area.   

 Appreciate that some environmentally or culturally sensitive, and built-up, areas will not 
permit any form of camping.  

 Understand that freedom camping is a temporary activity, generally considered to be two 
days unless otherwise informed. 

7. As a result of the April 2010 Forum a statement of commitment came from the Forum that “both 
self-contained and non-self-contained campers will only use commercial campgrounds, DOC 
camps and other designated sites”. 

8. Council needs to make a decision regarding “other designated sites”; because at present Council 
policy outlines where campers cannot go.  

Schedule 1 Prohibited Areas 
The prohibited areas are: 

(a) All areas where “no camping” signs are displayed. 

(b) All Council managed foreshore reserves unless specifically provided for. 

(c) Any Marlborough District Council reserve, including road reserves and carparks, 
within the boundary of any town or significant settlement unless specifically 
provided for. 

(d) Any area within 500 metres of a registered camping ground. 

(e) On the riverside of any stopbank on any Marlborough District Council river, 
floodway or other reserve, except in areas as specifically approved and signposted 
for overnight camping. 

Therefore the current policy leaves many areas available for Freedom camping which is difficult to 
manage and has potential to create greater nuisance to local residences and a far greater 
environmental impact. 

Discussion 
9. A mapping exercise has been undertaken by staff in consultation with Department of Conservation, 

Rural Women New Zealand, local residents associations, Destination Marlborough and other 
interested parties. Areas were determined in line with the current Policy (see 8 above) and the local 
knowledge of the above stakeholders. 
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10. It is intended that these suggested 
areas may change status in time as 
situations and environments change 
(eg; if DOC or a commercial camp 
area were to be developed nearby.) 

11. Proposed sites to designate campervan 
overnight stopping on Council land.  
(See aerial attachments). 

a) Elterwater - Ward (Transit 
operated, toilet facility). 

b) Blairch Reserve – Awatere 
(existing toilet facility). 

c) Collins Memorial Reserve – 
Koromiko (existing toilet 
facility). 

d) Linkwater Hall Council has 
recently funded a new septic 
system with the intention to 
provide a public toilet at the 
Linkwater Hall. While the area 
is not particularly attractive for 
campers and a commercial 
camp area is close by Queen 
Charlotte Drive experiences 
high volume of campervan 
traffic. There are problems with large numbers of freedom campers, including much 
evidence of human faeces and littering along the road berm. Further investigation with the 
Linkwater Community Association and Smith Farm campground is required before 
confirming this site along with confirmation of budget for a toilet. 

e) Double Bay –Mahau Sound. (Currently signed area permitting two nights for 
self-contained vehicles) Double Bay is a popular reserve for day trippers. The Residents’ 
Association has been requesting a toilet for several years to cater for the day trippers as 
there is evidence of human waste within the area. 

f) Ohingaroa Bay – Kenepuru Sound.  (Currently signed area permitting two nights for 
self-contained vehicles) a popular Reserve for day trippers. The Residents’ Association has 
been requesting a toilet for several years to cater for the day trippers as there is evidence of 
human waste within the area. 

g) Sandy Bay – Kenepuru Sound. (Currently signed area permitting two nights for 
self-contained vehicles) a popular reserve for day trippers. The Residents’ Association has 
been requesting a toilet for several years to cater for the day trippers.  

h) Ohauparuparu Bay – Waitaria Bay. A wide area of road reserve which has traditionally 
been used by campers. Local residents have requested that no toilet be put in so this area 
would cater for self-contained vehicles only. 

8. To designate certain areas would allow a clear message to be promoted to campers such as -  
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Where can you camp? Fully Self 

Contained  

Non self contained 

(no toilet, shower or grey water storage)

1.  DOC Campsites    

2.  Holiday Parks   

3.  Designated camping sites with a 

toilet 
  

4.  Designated camping sites without 

a toilet 
  

9. There has been a request, through the 2010 Annual Plan, to develop a privately operated campervan 
area on the Queen Charlotte Drive on Council owned road reserve. This proposal is yet to be approved 
by Council but would add to the areas available serviced camp area and would help to alleviate the 
unacceptable impact of camper vans staying on the Queen Charlotte Drive nightly. 

10. Rural Women New Zealand have expressed concerns at the lack of dump stations available for 
campervans within the district. The majority of dump stations are within campgrounds. 

Dump Stations within Marlborough 
Alexanders Holiday Park 
Canterbury Street, Picton 

Picton Campervan Park 
42 Kent Street, Picton 

Picton Top 10 Holiday Park 
70-78 Waikawa Road, Picton 

Picton Dump Station 
Challenge Service Station, Wairau Road, Picton 

Parklands Marina Holiday Park 
10 Beach Road, Picton 

Waikawa Bay Holiday Park 
5 Waimarama Street, Waikawa Bay 

Spring Creek Holiday Park 
1199 Rapaura Road, Spring Creek 

Smith Farm Holiday Park 
14/19 Queen Charlotte Drive, Linkwater 

Havelock Motor Camp 
24 Inglis Street, Havelock 

Okiwi Bay Holiday Park and Lodge 
15 Renata Road, Okiwi Bay 

Wairau Valley Tavern and Campground 
SH 63, Wairau Valley 

Blenheim Motor Camp 
27 Budge Street, Blenheim 

Awatere Motor Camp 
Seymour Street, Seddon 

Mobil Service Station on Grove Road 
(Mobil Blenheim, cnr Grove Road and Nelson Street) 

Summary 
11. Marlborough wants to benefit from tourism as much as possible and welcome camping to the 

district but needs to promote a positive clear message to campers. The current policy allows 
freedom camping for self contained vehicles in areas but does not determine these areas. By 
designating particular “no go” areas enforcement will be made a lot easier and send a more positive 
message to the traveller. Enforcement and monitoring requires a collective approach from Council, 
Department of Conservation, local residents and the Police. To date all these stakeholders have 
been cooperative in dealing with the issue. 

12. Further consultation, facilities’ design and costing work needs to be done before proposals can be 
further progressed. 
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RECOMMENDED 
1. That Council continue to take guidance from the National Forum and adopt initiates which 

support responsible camping with environmental considerations. 

2. That Council continue to promote Holiday Parks, DOC camping grounds and that Council 
provide the above areas as designated camping areas. 

3. That all other areas are prohibited from camping in Marlborough and enforcement and 
monitoring of the practice is continued.  

4. That future consideration given to the Linkwater Community Hall Area as a potential 
camping area. 

5. That areas without public convenience allow only self-contained vehicles. 

6. That future consideration is given in budgets for toilets to be provided at Double Bay, 
Ohingaroa Bay and Sandy Bay area. 

7. That a cooperative approach be taken where by all stakeholders are included to assist in 
enforcement and monitoring and that stakeholders are kept informed of any changes both 
regionally and nationally. 

8. That further investigation is done regarding location of dump stations within the Sounds’ 
areas. 

9. That the policy and promotion is changed to reflect the changes.  
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26. Picton Foreshore Cruise Ship Markets 
(Report prepared by D Pettigrew) Reference (R495-P01) 

Purpose 
1.  This report outlines the review and  proposed amendments to the  standards and guidelines  for the 

cruise ship markets held on the Picton foreshore for the 2010/11 cruise ship season. 

Background 
2. The Lions Club of Picton has been holding markets on the Picton foreshore on the days cruise ships 

are in port for a number of years. 

3. The 2009/10 season was the first season standards and guidelines for the markets were introduced 
in addition to the generic park booking conditions. 

4. The standards and guidelines were developed after concerns were raised by High Street retailers 
and Reserves staff regarding the lack of regulation around market operation. 

5. The standards and guidelines are designed to ensure the Picton foreshore’s reputation of quality is 
maintained and enhanced for visitors as well as locals, and that the cruise ship market days benefit 
the Picton community. Also to ensure the administration of the cruise ship markets meets Council’s 
requirements. 

6. Standards and guidelines have been developed in consultation with the Lions Club of Picton and 
the Picton Business Group and are reviewed annually. 

7. The general consensus from the staff, Lions Club, and Picton Business group representatives was 
that the standards and guidelines helped the 2009/2010 season run smoothly with only a few minor 
issues arising. 

Discussion 
8. During the review of the standards and guidelines for the 2010/11 season the Lions Club proposed 

some amendments for consideration; these are as follows: 

a) Change of name from "Picton Craft Market” to "Cruise Ship Market". 
b) Change of wording from craft makers to producers. 
c) The exception for one second-hand book stall per market day (previously not permitted due 

to no second-hand goods to be sold). 
d) Permitted pre-packaged food stalls (ie; honey, liquorice etc but not takeaway/carnival type 

food). 

9. The underlying reason for the requested changes is because the Lions Club feel they can improve 
the quality of the market for visitors as well as locals but the “craft” aspect within the regulations is 
limiting their ability to attract a wider variety of stalls. 

10. The revised standards and guidelines have been introduced as temporary for the first three cruise 
ship days ie; 28 October, 28 November and 8 December, and are subject to the recommendations 
from the A & S Committee meeting on 18 November and full Council ratification on 9 December. 

 RECOMMENDED 
That any amendments recommended by Council are incorporated into the 2010/11 Picton foreshore 
Cruise Ship Standards and Guidelines. 
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27. Waikawa Launching Ramp and Jetty 
(Report prepared by D Pettigrew) Reference (R495-W03) 

Purpose 
1. This report outlines the request from the Waikawa Residents and Ratepayers Association (The 

Association) for permission from Council to construct a jetty in the centre of the launching area at 
the Waikawa Foreshore Reserve and to relocate and utilise the existing floating pontoon within the 
proposed new jetty. 

Background 
2. In April 2010  the Association gained permission by Council (P.09/10.484), to extend the width of 

the concrete slipway to the south at the Waikawa Foreshore subject to Resource Consent and 
WRRA funding the Project. 

3. Resource consent was obtained in August and WRRA has funding available. 

4. The Association had initially expressed interest in constructing a jetty  in the centre of the 
launching area to allow for easier use of the launching area, however due to expense elected to 
develop the ramp first and pursue the jetty at a later stage. 

5.  The ratepayers have since received advice from contractors and engineers that if a wooden Jetty is 
to be erected in the centre of the launching area it would be beneficial to erect it  before the 
widening of the concrete ramp as this will enable a steeper ramp to be created and allowing for 
easier launching. 

Discussion 
6. The Association is seeking permission to erect a wooden jetty in the centre of the launching area 

and to move the existing floating pontoon which is currently located on the northern side of the 
current slipway and utilise it as part of the new jetty. 

7. Relocating the existing pontoon to utilise in the centre of the launching area will increase its 
usability at present as only once side of the pontoon is accessible. 

8. The association were intending to widen the ramp before the 2010/11 summer season however if 
granted permission for the jetty will delay the project until they have obtained Resource Consent 
and funds become available to complete both the jetty and widening of the launching ramp. 

RECOMMENDED 
That Council approve the erection of a jetty and relocation of an existing pontoon, subject to 
resource consents being obtained and works being funded by the Waikawa Residents’ and 
Ratepayers’ Association. 
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28. A & P Association – Application to Hold Community 
Market 

(Report prepared by M Wheeler) Reference (R495-A01) 

Purpose of Report 
1. Marlborough A & P Association (A & P) has applied to Council for approval to use A & P Park to 

run a community market from 8.00 am to 3.00 pm year round.  This report considers that 
application and the effects such a market could have on other ground users and the park 
infrastructure.   The application is attached separately. 

Background 
2. This application follows a meeting between A & P representatives, the Mayor, former Clr Hope 

and the writer on 22 September and subsequent dialogue including much media coverage.  The 
application was lodged 11 October.  Due to the election and meeting timetables this Committee 
meeting is the first realistic opportunity for Council to consider the application. 

3. For several years the Marlborough Farmers Market (MFM) rented the sheep pavilion building from 
A & P.  Initially MFM paid a daily rental when the pavilion was required due to wet weather.  The 
arrangement was amended over recent years and an annual rental paid.  MFM was not happy with 
the rental required and has not rented the pavilion for this season. 

4. A & P’s proposal to hold a community market is partially in response to this loss of income.  That 
is a commercial issue for the parties, not Council, but provides context for the application. 

5. Other stated objectives of holding a community market are to earn income which can be used to 
assist the funding of repairs and alterations to the sheep pavilion and to provide a larger market for 
public enjoyment.   

6. We have advised A & P that it can apply to the Annual Plan for funding assistance for the sheep 
pavilion. 

7. MFM has leased land from Council for its spring/summer Sunday morning market since 2002.  
Due to car parking issues and concerns from Marlborough Roads about the safety of the initial 
access point onto Maxwell Road a new access and car parking layout was constructed in 2008.  The 
lease was amended accordingly.  The current lease term is until 30 September 2013.  A copy of the 
leased area is attached.  There is a clash between the leased area and the area A & P has applied for 
which would require MFM’s permission to resolve. 

8. Staff and councillors involved at the time advise that senior A & P people were consulted and 
accepted both the initial and 2008 arrangements although this consultation was not formalised. 

Brief A  & P Park History 
9. A & P Park land and buildings were vested in the Blenheim Borough Council in 1974.  An Act of 

Parliament was required to enable this transfer to occur. A Deed was agreed between the two 
parties to record the future commitments and obligations of each in relation to the grounds. 

10. The arrangement enabled A & P to divest itself of significant future maintenance costs (although 
some, including sheep pavilion maintenance, have been retained) and Council to gain a facility for 
wider community use. 
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11. Provisions of the Empowering Act and the Deed relevant to this application are - 

Clause  8(a) All land and buildings in the grounds were sold to Council including the sheep 
pavilion. 

8(b) A & P “shall be permitted to appoint a member to the Committee of the Council 
responsible for parks and reserves … and be permitted to attend meetings of such 
committee during discussions relating to the management or control of the said 
land … and state the Association’s view in respect of the matter being considered 
by the Committee”.  There is no voting right. 

We are not aware of any previous occasions where A & P has used this provision.  
It has requested to do so in relation to this application and that is welcomed. 

9(c) A & P is entitled to exclusive use of the grounds and buildings (except those leased 
or otherwise provided to other groups) free of charge for conducting its annual 
show or “such livestock fairs as may be approved by Council.” 

It has been suggested that A & P could use this provision to hold the proposed 
market as of right.  However the proposed market is not a livestock fair and, 
nonetheless, Council’s approval is still required. Council is the owner of land and 
buildings in the park including the sheep pavilion. 

Regulatory Requirements 
12. The sheep pavilion is a Class A Heritage Building. As such any alterations or additions, other than 

internal modifications or minor alterations or additions that do not alter the character of the 
building are “discretionary” under the Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan and will 
require consent.  Consent needs can only really be assessed once the extent and design of repairs 
and alterations are determined. 

13. Use of a Council reserve for a community market, which is a commercial activity, does require 
resource consent.  MFM obtained a consent for its market in 2002.  The Regulatory Department has 
confirmed that this requirement still applies and similar matters would need to be addressed if A & 
P’s community market was to go ahead. 

14. Council’s Environmental Health team has considered use of the sheep pavilion for a market.  Their 
report is attached.  Sale of pre-packaged food and fresh produce is able to be approved subject to 
conditions. 

Marlborough Farmers Market  
15. MFM’s philosophy is to support local growers and sell only locally produced products.  It has 

achieved an international farmer’s market certification. The presence of a community market 
immediately beside MFM, which does not meet their certification requirements, would jeopardise 
that.  MFM has advised that it would be forced to move sites should that occur. 

16. The MFM is a popular community activity. Council’s interest in MFM is as a landlord but also 
facilitator of community and economic activity.  MFM is meeting Council objectives in these 
respects. 

17. MFM has argued that if Council approved an adjoining community market its “goodwill” and 
brand, developed at that site, would be jeopardised. Council should consider the fairness of that. 

18. There are other possible Council reserve sites for MFM or the community market.  Shep’s Park and 
Churchill Glade are possibilities.  These would require some investment in power, car parking, 
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toilets, etc.  Resource consents would likely be required and neighbours concerns addressed .  
Realistically it would be next MFM season (September/October 2011) before they could relocate 
equitably.  There will be costs involved in that relocation and MFM has already suggested Council 
should assist with these costs. 

Infrastructure Issues 
19. Formed car parking spaces are a little light with 150 marked carparks and 30-40 casual carparks on 

sealed surfaces available to all users of the park. An option of using the piece of land between 
MFM and dog agility would impact on both users but also on the casual users that Council places 
there such as the circus or travelling fairs. 

20. A & P Park lacks both available and quality toilets which is an issue at the park for the casual user. 
At present there are four pans and one urinal in the public toilets under the pavilion which are at 
capacity during MFM weekends. Any further large group activities at the park would require extra 
toilets. This can only be solved either by the construction of a new toilet block or the conversion of 
an existing toilet block. 

21. The old toilet block houses seven pans, a 6 m urinal, a five head communal shower and sports 
changing room. The toilets are open for events such as Blues and Brews and A & P shows but this 
facility would require significant expenditure to ensure that it is suitable for continuous male and 
female use.  It is currently a single sex facility.  Portaloos could be used. 

22. The sheep pavilion has its own power supply but whether it is able to meet the requirements of 
proposed A & P market vendors will be an issue to be sorted by A & P Association.  

Other Users of Park 
23. During redevelopment of the park following purchase in 1974 a section of the park was set aside 

and is used for short term activities such as circuses, car fairs, trade fair, Young Farmers and craft 
markets.  This has been tagged by Marlborough A & P Association for car parking. 

24. All park users were provided with the Marlborough A & P Association submission and asked for 
comment. 

a) Blenheim Canine Training Club 

 The proposed A & P market car parking areas could affect Sunday morning classes 
indirectly through additional traffic upsetting dogs. 

 Competitions require an area which normally extend into the proposed A & P 
market car parking area. 

 Concerned about overall car parking provision on some Sundays. 

b) Marlborough Football 

 Minimal impact except on tournament weekends where facilities would be put 
under pressure. 

c) Marlborough Farmers Market 

 Untenable as will erode the authenticity of the MFM brand. 
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 Proposed A & P car parking area previously signalled by MFM for future lease 
expansion. 

 A & P is capitalising on MFM’s past investment. 

 Disappointed at lack of maintenance of sheep pavilion. 

 If A & P market approved MFM seeks another venue and assistance with 
re-establishment costs. 

Summary 
25. A & P’s proposal has merit in possibly assisting the ongoing viability of the sheep pavilion.  If 

MFM and the proposed A & P market were side by side there could be a vibrant, larger market than 
the two separate Sunday markets currently held. 

26. There are significant challenges in achieving this however: 

a) A & P Park infrastructure is marginal for ongoing larger markets. 

b) Resource consents will be required. 

c) Access to the sheep pavilions and open areas, other than the adjoining sportsfield, requires 
MFM permission which is very unlikely. MFM has advised that it would relocate from its 
current site if the A & P market is approved, at some cost.  Such relocation requires 
planning and infrastructure investment which would require Council funding if Council 
reserves are used. 

RECOMMENDED 
1. That the A & P application be reconsidered at the end of the 2010/11 MFM season. 

2. That the A & P Association sheep pavilion maintenance and upgrading proposals be further 
discussed with Council staff and submitted to the 2011/12 Annual Plan. 
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29. Farmers Market Storage Shed (Temporary) 
(Report prepared by R Bartlett)  Reference (R495-A01) 

Purpose 
1. This report outlines and seeks permission for Marlborough Farmers Market (MFM) to build a 

storage shed at A & P Park. 

Background 
2. At the 2001 annual Council community grants allocation MFM presented an item to: 

a. Seek a site to operate. 
b. Financial assistance to operate. 

3. The preferred MFM site was an area to the west of the sheep pavilion at A & P Park. 

4. Subsequent to this meeting MFM required a lease to occupy this site and a resource consent to operate. 

5. Both the lease and resource consent were granted and MFM opened in 2002. 

6. Since the first season storage of equipment has been an issue for MFM. 

7. The storage MFM has used previously is either too small or they have experienced issues with the 
storage options available at A & P Park. This has impacted on A & P Association rental revenue. 

Discussion 
8. MFM wishes to construct its own temporary storage unit at A & P Park. 

9. Discussions between MFM and Council staff to find a location at A & P Park have been ongoing 
for two seasons. 

10. A location has been identified which was a soil and rubble storage area used by park contractors 
and Council in the southwest of the park (see attached map). 

11. A number of storage designs were discussed during meetings between MFM and Council with two 
final options decided upon. 

12. MFM proposal is a carport facility in keeping with the style of the existing structures in this area.  
(picture attached). 

13. A building consent will be required for construction of this structure. 

Summary 
14. MFM is seeking permission to build a storage shed in the southwest corner of A & P Park to store 

equipment associated with running a farmers market. 

15. The facility has little impact on the A & P grounds. 

RECOMMENDED 
1. That the storage shed be approved, subject to building consent being obtained. 

2. That the area leased and rental payable by MFM be increased accordingly. 
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30. Reserve Presentation – Levels of Service and Irrigation 
(Report prepared by R Dunn)  Reference (R505-01) 

Purpose 
1. For Council to consider the installation/operation of turf and garden irrigation at specific reserves 

where supplementary watering is required to achieve a satisfactory level of service that meets the 
expectations of the local community. 

Background 
2. Maintaining healthy turf, trees and gardens during summer months can be a tall order at some 

reserve locations in Blenheim.  Traditionally, irrigation of garden beds or trees is all that has been 
installed at most Blenheim Reserves, however there have been some exceptions. Sportsfields, 
however are all irrigated in Blenheim or traditional sports would not be possible. 

3. Reserves staff have received ongoing negative feedback at two particular reserves over the last two 
years due to the poor condition of turf and plants. Clearwater and Covent Garden have been 
criticised with many of the complaints received related to unusable and unattractive turf areas that 
are weed infested.  This primarily is a result of the lack of water during summer months at these 
drier Reserve areas that have reduced moisture retention. 

4. Council staff are keenly aware of the need to reduce both capital and operational expenditure 
across Council and Reserve areas, however the recommendation for turf irrigation is not promoted 
without due consideration.  Turf irrigation is considered a necessary item in a small number of 
specific locations to achieve acceptable levels of service.  

Discussion 
5. Weed species tend to handle drought conditions better than most grass species, therefore weeds end 

up dominating the lawn areas within the reserves.  Weed spraying can take place to compensate 
however only solves part of the problem. 

6. Irrigation is only proposed at specific reserves where there is significant difficulty with moisture 
retention and where a higher level of service is warranted to better reflect the local community’s 
streetscape, overall presentation and expectations. It is proposed to develop a set of criteria to 
determine which Reserves warrant turf irrigation, and this will be implemented and decided by the 
Reserves Manager and Assets and Services Committee Chairman. 

7. At present only three reserves (Clearwater, Covent Gardens and Hitaua reserves) are proposed for 
irrigation installation.  The installation cost of irrigation is a relatively small cost, (at approx $5,000 
per Reserve) in relation to overall Reserve development, however the increased presentation and 
usability of the Reserve will be significant.  Other reserves should also be assessed so that a 
complete budget picture is developed. 

8. Operating costs are minimal as the irrigation is automated and only a minimum level of water is 
used through summer months only to maintain turf and plant health. 

9. No increase in maintenance costs are envisaged, as less turf weed spraying will be necessary and 
mowing frequency will not be unduly affected. 
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Summary 
10. Council is asked to consider the installation of irrigation at specific reserves where a proposed set 

of criteria will be applied to determine eligible Reserves. A decision will then be made by the 
Reserves Manager and Assets and Services Committee Chairman. 

11. Current budgets could fund the three above but funding will need to be found if other reserves are 
assessed as requiring irrigation. 

RECOMMENDED 
That a policy on reserve irrigation be developed including budget for the 2011/12 draft Annual 
Plan. 

 


