
Regional Pest Management Plan Proposal 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is a Regional Pest Management Plan? 

It is a specific tool made available under the Biosecurity Act 1993 to manage harmful organisms. 
Programmes for organisms within a RPMP must be developed demonstrating that the legislative criteria and 
associated assessments have been met. The most important of these are that the programme is achievable, 
realistic, the benefits outweigh the costs and the management agency (who administers the RPMP) can 
transparently demonstrate progress.     

Anybody, including Councils, can prepare a proposal for a RPMP. The Council however is responsible for 
overseeing the process and being satisfied that it meets the requirements under the Act. They also have 
regional leadership responsibilities under the Act which means Councils tend to be the main bodies that 
develop and implement a RPMP.    

Why is it now called a Regional Pest Management Plan not a Strategy?  

Amendments to the Biosecurity Act 1993 in 2012 saw substantial changes to Part 5 of the Act. This meant 
the ‘tool’ available is now termed a Regional Pest Management Plan.   

This aligned with the intent behind what these new RPMPs are intended to be used for. That is guiding (with 
supporting regulation) specific operational programmes to achieve clear objectives that result in good 
outcomes for the region. In essence, much more of a “plan” than a “strategy”. 

What is the new Marlborough District Council Biosecurity Strategy? 

Given there are a range of biosecurity related services delivered by Council, Marlborough District Council 
has chosen to develop a Biosecurity Strategy to provide an overarching vision, goals and principles. 
Developing and implementing a RPMP has its place within that Strategy.  

The Biosecurity Strategy can be found on the Council website at: 

https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/environment/biosecurity/about-biosecurity-what-we-do   

How come things like stoats, old man’s beard or feral cats are not in the RPMP Proposal? 

Because the RPMP is about being specific and used for organisms where there are clear achievable 
objectives and/or serious future impacts if left unmanaged, the nature of entrenched species do not often 
lend them to being manged via an RPMP.  

In short, an RPMP is not a place for listing all harmful organisms.  

The recognition of the immediate impact entrenched species have, particular on biodiversity, is picked up via 
Councils biodiversity programme. Be that protecting areas of significant biodiversity value or getting in 
behind the local community improving the biodiversity values within their own patch. 

Where an attempt to manage a harmful organism at site of high value requires regulatory support, there is a 
tie-back to an RPMP in that a Site-Led programme can be developed. This need has yet to arise in 
Marlborough.    

Why are there not more Good Neighbour Rules used? 

Good Neighbour Rules are all about managing boundary impacts. However, these situations often arise 
related to entrenched species (see comments above). This firstly makes the justification to develop a specific 
RPMP programme difficult, but there is also requirement for a Good Neighbour Rules within clause 8 of the 
National Policy Direction for Pest Management that must be met. This makes for a high bar to reach. 

Nonetheless, if these justifications can be met, the Rule can be applied to all occupiers, including the Crown 
(who was not previously bound to former RPMS obligations).  

In Marlborough, Council has long standing relationships with Crown agencies such as DOC and LINZ that 
includes investment by those agencies into meeting programme obligations, irrespective of being bound. 
DOC also invests into some programmes in recognition of being at threat if those particular species were to 
become established and widespread.  

If there is an absence of Good Neighbour Rules, Council will strongly advocate for the maintenance of 
Crown investment into the RPMP programmes as an occupier of land within the community.      
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