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7 Surveillance Pests 
The Council has different approaches to surveillance of pests.  There is a ‘passive’ approach 
to surveillance of pests.  Information passed on from the community can alert the Council to 
potential threats from unwanted organisms entering Marlborough.  Information may also be 
received from adjoining regions or districts in their respective pest management activities 
and at times information is received from a national level from the Ministry for Primary 
Industries who may declare certain species to be unwanted organisms.  In some cases, such 
as where there is a national led approach to dealing with a specific pest, the Council will 
assist in undertaking surveillance activities of the particular species.  In other cases the 
Council will determine whether there is a need to investigate new threats.  

A secondary aspect to the ‘passive’ approach is in terms of monitoring the pests that are 
listed in the National Plant Pest Accord and also generally in terms of the Council’s staff 
being alert to new pests when out undertaking their duties. 

There is an ‘active’ approach for the pests described as “Surveillance” in this Strategy.  
These pests have a specific means of achievement in relation to activities carried out by the 
Council which include monitoring and recording information on the spread and density of 
such pests, gathering information on their impacts and looking at options for control.  Pests 
included in the Surveillance category of the Strategy fall within the active approach.  Through 
the life of the Strategy, the Council wants to get a better understanding of the distribution and 
impacts of the pests for further evaluation. 

Regardless of approach, intervention by the Council’s staff occurs where there is potential 
risk arising from new pests or new pest sites. 

The Council has the ability under the Act to respond to incursions of pests not included in the 
Strategy. 

The Council also plays an important advocacy and advice role for the wider community when 
dealing with surveillance pests. 

 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Blue Morning Glory Ipomoea indica 

Climbing Asparagus Asparagus scandens 

Cotton Thistle Onopordum acanthium 

Darwin Ants Doleromyrma darwiniana 

Egeria  Egeria densa 

Kahili Ginger and Yellow Ginger Hedychium gardineramum and H. Flavescens 

Lagarosiphon Lagarosiphon major 

Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria 
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7.1 Surveillance Pests 

7.1.1 Blue Morning Glory (Ipomoea indica) 

Description of the Problem / Reasons for the Strategy 

Blue Morning Glory is a high climbing perennial evergreen vine, which originates from the 
tropics.  It has a large blue flower.  The stems are twinning and running with hairy and 
triangular heart shaped leaves.  The plant spreads vegetatively, with nodes fastening to the 
soil and sending out new roots.  Passing animals or weeding can spread broken plant 
pieces, which will form a new plant.  It has the potential to become a major weed in a variety 
of habitats where it will displace native species. 

Blue Morning Glory is found scattered across the North Island.  Isolated infestations exist on 
the West Coast and in Marlborough.  

7.1.2 Climbing Asparagus (Asparagus scandens) 

Description of the Problem / Reasons for the Strategy 

Climbing Asparagus is a scrambling or climbing perennial, which originates from South 
Africa.  It forms dense patches on the ground or sub-canopy in most forest types and 
smothers small native plants.  It has long-lived tubers that resprout easily and well dispersed 
seeds. 

Scattered infestations of Climbing Asparagus exist in the North Island.  Isolated infestations 
of Climbing Asparagus exist in the Marlborough Sounds. 

7.1.3 Cotton Thistle (Onopordum acanthium) 

Description of the Problem / Reasons for the Strategy 

Cotton Thistle is a vigorous biennial thistle which originates from the Eastern Mediterranean.  
It invades and colonises pastures, is drought tolerant and resistant to commonly used 
hormone sprays.  It will form dense infestations if left uncontrolled.  These displace preferred 
pasture species and impede access for stock.  

Small infestations of Cotton Thistle are found in the Hawkes Bay, Canterbury and Otago.  
There are two isolated infestations of Cotton Thistle in Marlborough.  

7.1.4 Darwin Ants (Doleromyrma darwiniana) 

Description of the Problem / Reasons for the Strategy 

Darwin Ants are an invasive species of ant that originate from Australia.  They multiply very 
quickly, have a huge appetite and utilise any food source they can find.  They are a serious 
indoor problem and will predate on native ants, insects and earthworms.  They can kill baby 
birds in their nests.  They are a particular threat to organic growers and gardeners.  
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7.1.5 Egeria (Egeria densa) 

Description of the Problem / Reasons for the Strategy 

Egeria is a submerged aquatic perennial that will form dense stands that reduce oxygen 
levels in the water.  It originates from South America and competes vigorously with native 
aquatic species.  It will also block drains and impede river water flows.  It spreads through 
shoot fragments, a process often aided by humans.  Egeria grows in freshwater aquatic 
systems. 

Egeria is recognised as a weed in five states in the USA.  Widespread infestations of Egeria 
exist in the northern half of the North Island and scattered infestations exist in the southern 
half of the North Island and the northern half of the South Island.  In Marlborough, localised 
infestations of Egeria exist in waterways on the lower plains of the Wairau Valley. 

7.1.6 Kahili Ginger and Yellow Ginger (Hedychium 
gardineramum and H. Flavescens) 

Description of the Problem / Reasons for the Strategy 

Wild Ginger is an upright summer green coloured perennial herb that originates from India.  
It grows in wasteland on forest margins, roadsides and river margins and in former gardens.  
It spreads through underground stems and displaces native species in forest margins, 
especially where there are gaps. 

Wild Ginger infestations exist throughout the North Island and isolated infestations exist in a 
few scattered localities in the South Island, apart from those in cultivation.  In Marlborough, 
numerous localised infestations of Wild Ginger exist at abandoned homesteads and in 
gardens throughout the Marlborough Sounds. 

7.1.7 Lagarosiphon (Lagarosiphon major) 

Description of the Problem / Reasons for the Strategy 

Lagarosiphon is a submerged bottom-rotting perennial which grows up to 5 metres tall.  It 
originates from South Africa.  It grows quickly, forming dense mats that block waterways and 
displace native plants.  It is a major weed in hydroelectric dams, also impeding irrigation, 
drainage and other water uses. 

Infestations of Lagarosiphon are scattered throughout the North Island but are more 
localised in the North and East of the South Island.  Infestations exist in many of the lowland 
waterways on the Wairau Valley and in garden ponds in the Districts urban areas. 

7.1.8 Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) 

Description of the Problem / Reasons for the Strategy 

Purple Loosestrife is an erect, summer-green perennial herb growing to 1-2 metres with a 
taproot and fibrous roots.  It originates from Europe, Western Asia and North Africa.  It forms 
dense surface mats and has a dense flower spike of purple-magenta flowers.  These are 
followed by blackish seed capsules.  It rapidly invades damp ground, wetlands and shallow 
water.  It quickly overtops native species and blocks waterways. 
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Infestations of Purple Loosestrife are found in the North Island near Levin and in Canterbury, 
Otago and Southland.  Small infestations exist in urban gardens in Marlborough.  

7.1.9 Pest Management Programme for Surveillance Pests 

Objective 

“To monitor the distribution, the impacts and the spread of Surveillance pests, fund 
appropriate research projects regarding surveillance pests and educate the public as to their 
identification and most appropriate method of control.” 

Means of Achievement 

The Council will:  

 Undertake surveys and record the information to determine the distribution and 
density of Surveillance Pests in Marlborough.   

 Fund appropriate research projects to gather information on the impacts of and the 
most appropriate control techniques for Surveillance Pests. 

 Fund Landcare Research projects to develop biological control for Surveillance Pests. 

 Provide advice and information to landowners as to the identification and most 
appropriate methods of control for Surveillance Pests. 

 Complete an impact and/or cost benefit analysis for all Surveillance Pests by 2017. 

Performance Measures 

 Respond to all enquiries in relation to Surveillance Pests within 5 working days.  

 Presence, density and impacts of each Surveillance Pest surveyed and recorded by 
2017. 

 Provide educational material referring to the identification and control of Surveillance 
Pests. 


