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Essential Freshwater
Application of Synthetic Nitrogen Fertiliser

New rules around the application of synthetic nitrogen fertiliser come into effect on 1 July 2021, as part of the 
Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020 (NES-F).

Application of synthetic nitrogen fertiliser 
If you intend to use synthetic nitrogen fertiliser after 1 July 2021 it is important to consider the new and existing 
requirements and whether you will need to apply for a resource consent. 

Key points: 

• From 1 July 2021 there will be a cap of 190kg/ha/year on the use of synthetic nitrogen fertiliser for all land in  
 pastoral land use. 
• From July 2022 (and each July thereafter) dairy farms must provide the Marlborough District Council specific   
 information relating to their use of synthetic nitrogen fertiliser. (Reg 36)

The PMEP also contains rules regulating the application of fertiliser to land. These rules permit the application of 
fertiliser to land subject to standards. You will still have to comply with these standards to apply synthetic nitrogen 
fertiliser to land in pastoral use as a permitted activity. 

One of the standards of the relevant permitted activity rule requires that the total cumulative nitrogen loading on the 
land to not exceed 200kg N/ha/year (excluding N from direct animal inputs). Until such time as the Council aligns the 
PMEP rules with the NES, this cumulative limit also applies to the application of synthetic nitrogen fertiliser in addition to 
the nitrogen cap. This effectively only enables an additional 10kg N/ha/year to be added to the pasture. You need to be 
mindful of this cumulative limit if you are adding other N inputs to pastoral land such as dairy shed effluent. 

This interim guidance will be updated once the Council has completed an alignment exercise.  
The cumulative limit may however be retained by the Council.

What is synthetic nitrogen fertiliser? 
Synthetic nitrogen fertiliser means any substance (whether 
solid or liquid) that is more than 5% nitrogen by weight 
and is applied to any plant or soil as a source of nitrogen 
nutrition for plants. 

This includes any manufactured urea, diammonium 
phosphate, or sulphate of ammonia but does not include 
a compost, soil treatment or fertiliser that is derived 
from plant or animal waste or residue and is minimally 
processed (e.g. by being composted, mixed, dried and 
pelleted). 

What is the nitrogen cap? 
The synthetic nitrogen cap applies to land in pastoral land 
use. The application rate for a contiguous landholding of 
synthetic nitrogen must be no more than 190kg/ha/year: 

• to all that land, as averaged over that land: and 
• to each hectare of that land that is not used to grow  
annual forage crops. 
Contiguous landholding means each area of one or more 
contiguous parcels of land within a farm. 

Pastoral land use does not include the use of land for the 
grazing of livestock on the stubble of a crop that has been 
harvested after arable land use. 
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Dairy farm monitoring and information 
requirements 
From July 2022, the person who is responsible for dairy farm land 
must provide the following information to the Council each year for 
the 12 months ending 30 June of that year: (Reg 36)

a. the area of land in pastoral land use in the contiguous 
landholding and, within that land, the areas of the following (all in 
hectares):  
  (i) the land used to grow annual forage crops;  
  (ii) the other land; 
b. the area of land in other uses in the contiguous landholding (in 
hectares); 
c. the receipts for the synthetic nitrogen fertiliser purchased for 
the contiguous landholding; 
d. the types of synthetic nitrogen fertiliser applied to the 
contiguous landholding and, for each type, the percentage of the 
nitrogen component by weight; 
e. the rate at which each type of synthetic nitrogen fertiliser was 
applied (in kg/ha/year)—  

  (i) to the land in pastoral land use in the contiguous   
  landholding and, within that land, to—  
   the land used to grow annual forage crops;   
   the other land;  
  (ii) to the land in other uses in the contiguous  landholding; 
f. the dates on which the synthetic nitrogen fertiliser was applied. 

The Council is currently working on a system to collect 
this data as efficiently as possible for both the Council 
and farmers. 

Contact us
If you have any questions on structures in waterbodies, 
reclamation of rivers or any other aspect of the NES-F  
please email monitoring@marlborough.govt.nz

Our website at www.marlborough.govt.nz will also be 
regularly updated with guidance.

mailto:monitoring@marlborough.govt.nz
www.marlborough.govt.nz

