
Term 2 2022

Nau Mai l Welcome Matariki Tree Planting
⭐ 2 days
⭐ 2000 trees
⭐ 13 schools
⭐ 196 students

⭐ 60 parents and teachers
⭐ 12 organising volunteers

⭐ 3 planting crew
⭐ -1 C frost

⭐ 1 awesome native ngahere planting project!!!
Team work makes the dream work ….. what a great team we all made.

After weeks of rain, Tamanuitera made his presence known bringing us beautiful fine 
weather to celebrate Matariki by coming together to plant a new ngahere.

We were blown away by the enthusiasm and spirit of the students who 
participated. Each session of planting was finished in record time, with eager 

students wanting to carry on and plant more. They soaked up the knowledge the 
planting crew and volunteers passed on to them, learning about the trees they were 
planting, why those species were chosen, how to plant the trees to set them up for 
the dry summers ahead and the habitat they were building for birds, insects, and 

other animals.
This project really reflected the focus of Enviroschools Marlborough this year –

Sustainable Communities. Not only were they planting a ngahere to share with their 
friends and family but the whole community, creating a legacy that they will be able 

to tell their children and grandchildren they were a part of establishing.

Given how challenging it has 
been in the past two years to 
come together, this terms
GREENchat is filled to the 
brim with mahi from across our 
Marlborough schools and 
Kindergartens. The theme of 
connection with our 
environment, whānau and 
community is strong especially 
with Matariki being celebrated 
last month. Matariki has been 
recognised in so many ways 
from community planting 
projects to whānau evenings and
gatherings.  

Kaiako and tamariki have 
embraced opportunities to 
develop their knowledge of 
Māori Perspectives and embed 
this in their environments and 
mahi.

He waka eke noa
A waka we are all on together

Let us continue our journey of 
building and strengthening 

relationships in order to grow a 
Sustainable Community for all.

Nga manaakitānga
Ramona, Angela and Annie



Tangaroa
Term two took Redwoodtown Kindergarten on a journey of learning all 
about Tangaroa and his tamariki. Apart of this included creating a large 
painted cut out of Tangaroa which was made in collaboration with the 
tamariki, kaiako and whānau.
To honour his presence in their Kindergarten they mounted the second of 
their Atua in the playground. The tamariki chose close to the water play 
area as an ideal spot for him. A small ceremony was held that involved a 
special Karakia, a mihi to all those involved and waiata, followed by kai – fish 
shaped sandwiches and hot chips!
I wonder which Atua will be discovered next?

Student Leadership workshop for Envirogroups

Do you have an active Envirogroup? Would you like a little help to grow them as Environmental 
leaders? We can come and work with your group sharing some student leadership activities and 
tips for taking action with intention. Our student leadership workshops are normally two or three 
hour long sessions that can help your Envirogroup work more effectively and understand their 
role in being Environmental leaders in your school. We really enjoy working in this space and 
have received good feedback from schools who have run these. Recently we ran two of these 
sessions with the Springlands School student leaders who constructed a nature timeline then 
worked in groups to discuss the Enviroschools big picture identifying some of the guiding 
principles and Atua in their school. This helped them to then look at what they wanted to do next 
and many great ideas were formed. We are excited to see what next steps they take.

Matariki celebrations at Springlands Kindergarten
We had a wonderful turn out from our whanau community who enjoyed gathering 

for some warm kai together with their own children and other kindergarten 
families. The tamariki and teachers all wore PJs and so did some of the parents. The 

tamariki had been counting this day down for 2 weeks. They have been learning 
about the meaning of Matariki and what the stars represent.



Ngahere Hikoi along the Taylor Awa
Eighteen teachers braved the darkening skies above the Taylor Awa to take part in a Piritahi
Workshop led by Angela from Enviroschools, MDC and Caroline the Community Ranger for 
DOC Marlborough.

The aim was to share the wide range of resources available to teachers and empower them in encouraging their 
students to connect with their environment around them by taking part in some of those activities themselves.

Their first activity began at one of the Tui to Town ngahere plantings. They were each given a card and asked to 
match their card with 3 others to make a set that had the correct picture, common name, Maori name and 
description of common native birds. After a lot of collaboration, they sorted themselves to the right groups!

It was an activity they could see their students having fun with and learning more 
about our native birds along the way. Noting the special characteristics of the Horoeka 
or Lancewood and discussing the fact that early British botanists thought the juvenile 
and mature trees were two different species, several examples of other activities 
from both ES and DOC were given as ways to explore our native birds, plants, insects 
and rongoa Māori medicine.

Links were made to inquiry topics such as Living Landscapes, Biodiversity, Climate 
Change, Earth’s Resources, Pest and Weed Management and Maori Perspectives.

Moving further up the awa, we could see Ka Para Te Hau, The 
Ned. Translated to The Long Gaze of Te Hau (Grandfather of Kupe), the 
maunga is shaped like the reclining nose of Te Hau as he looks over the 
surrounding landscape.

It was the perfect location to share how our resources could be used to 
investigate the history of Wairau, what our landscape used to look like 
and how it changed as people with different values and perspectives of 

the environment settled in Wairau. Our awa have been changed and altered to reduce the flood risks that resulted 
from draining our kukuwai/wetlands. Respect for Diversity and Culture, Zero Waste, Awa Health, and Energy are all 
enquiry units that would benefit from using our resources and activities.

As the weather worsened, we retreated to the shelter of a large tree in the Ralph Bellinger Arboretum. The first 
tree in this little known arboretum was planted in 2014 with the aim to reflect and embrace all nations and cultures 
so that visitors and immigrants might feel at home when recognising the trees of their home country.

Who knew that an arboretum would be a place to study the mathematical 
concept in Fibonacci’s sequence or you could estimate the height of a tree 
by bending over and looking through your legs!

Conceding defeat to Tawhirimatea and Ranginui, the workshop 
finished early but not without a great deal of inspiration and practical 
information to take back to school.

Advice from a River

Go with the flow
Immerse yourself in nature
Slow down and meander

Go around obstacles
Be thoughtful of those 

downstream
Stay current

The beauty is in the journey.

Poem Llan Shamir



YSS National – Train the trainer workshop 
Blenheim workshop

Wednesday, August 31, 2022 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Blenheim School Hall

Are you a teacher or educator who is keen to help your school and 
your students embrace a culture dedicated to climate action? Does 
the idea of sustainable behaviour patterns for life appeal to you? 
Or maybe you’d like to be the person who transformed the way 

your kura/school or kōhanga/early childhood centre thought 
about and dealt with waste? Whatever your motivation, our 1-day 

Your Sustainable School Train the Trainer workshop is the 
workshop for you. Open to all staff – admin, caretakers, teachers 

and whānau too.

Thanks to funding from the Ministry for the Environment, 
Sustainability Trust is delivering this programme free of charge.

More information and booking form can be found at 
https://sustaintrust.org.nz/our-events/yssn-blenheim

Check out the latest Taringa Podcsat on 
https://www.taringapodcast.com

Taringa - Ep 244 - Iwi o te Wiki – Rangitāne

“In our first ever dual guest Iwi episode, we 
hear from two knowledgable tangata

Rangitāne, Peter Meihana & Te Matahiapo
Safari Hynes. We chat with them about the 

history, whakapapa and future hopes of their 
Iwi which covers the Manawatū, Horowhenua, 

Wairarapa and Marlborough areas of New 
Zealand.”

We had over 60 students from Fairhall, Renwick, Linkwater, Picton, and Springlands Schools connect online via Zoom. As 
you can imagine, there was a fair bit of excitement as groups entered the Zui and the technical workings were managed –
video on, audio off, casting to big screens – but we started on time which was a big win!
As groups introduced themselves we found out how their Envirogroup worked, how often they met and how they decided 
who gets to be in the group. Of course, there is no right or wrong way, each group used methods that worked for 
them. It did however raise the interest of others who thought they could borrow the ideas of another Envirogroup to try.
As one big group, the students explored what an Envirogroup is, remembering that it is a team that leads the school, 
coordinating and encouraging others in thinking about and acting in ways that nurture the environment, not a decision-
making committee or a group that does all the work but a
Angela and Annie shared their top tips for working together effectively as an Envirogroup before introducing Jamboards as 
a way of communicating with each other.
Think of Jamboards as giant online whiteboards. One that 
everyone can creatively contribute to at the same time.
One of its many advantages is that even if the Envirogroup
is unable to meet, or members of the group are home sick, 
everyone can take part and share their ideas by joining in 
from a different location. Jamboards can be used to 
brainstorm, ask questions, record information, plan and reflect.

Here is an example of the Jamboard the students used to tell us 
what sustainable actions they have taken in their school, the 
challenges they may have had and the best part of the project.

Student Zui
It has been tricky for Envirogroups to meet this year, planning and work on 
action projects has been delayed, frustrating students who really just want to 
‘get on with things’. Our student Zui was organised to create excitement and 
focus, as well as passing on new skills on how to communicate with each other 
and keep projects going even in circumstances where they couldn’t meet.

We have had great feedback from 
both students and teachers and 
Annie and Angela thoroughly enjoyed reconnecting with our 

young leaders so more Zui are being 
planned …. Watch this space!

https://sustaintrust.org.nz/our-events/yssn-blenheim
https://www.taringapodcast.com/
https://www.taringapodcast.com/e/taringa-ep-244-iwi-o-te-wiki-rangitane/


Plastic Free July

Plastic Free July® is a global movement that helps millions of people be part of the
solution to plastic pollution – so we can have cleaner streets, oceans, and beautiful 
communities. Will you be part of Plastic Free July by choosing to refuse single-use 
plastics?

https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/aotearoa/
Also check out the Facebook page for ideas – Plastic Free July Aotearoa

Our team 
There are three of us 
working in the 
education team to 
support environmental 
education for tamariki
and kaiako within our 
Marlborough schools 
and kindergartens.
We also have some 
talented people in our 
organisation and 
community that we can 
link you with, and good 
connections with the 
team at DOC. 

Annie McDonald | Education Officer &
Enviroschools Regional Coordinator
Annie is an educator, has taught at primary and secondary schools, and is passionate about 
showing schools how they can integrate education for sustainability into the curriculum. She 
gets a thrill from working with students to grow environmental leaders. 

Angela Wentworth | Environmental Educator 
Angela is a horticulturalist, and regularly has her hands in the soil with students. She also 
trains our Kids' Edible Gardens facilitators and supports schools with inquiry learning into 
things green. 

Ramona Millen | Early Childhood teacher and Facilitator
Ramona has strong links with the natural environment having growing up in the 
Marlborough Sounds, and strives to include this love and passion through her educational 
role with young tamariki. Ramona strives to empower those around her with the knowledge 
of how to look after themselves and Papatūānuku.

Calling all kura (school) biosecurity champions - 2022 entries are now open!
The New Zealand Biosecurity Awards recognise incredible people who are 
working hard to help ensure Aotearoa and its unique environment is safe from 
pests and diseases. The biosecurity mahi many New Zealanders take part in is 
focused on protecting our biodiversity, from trapping rats in backyards to 
cleaning footwear when visiting kauri forests.
Does your kura run environmental programmes that look at how to restore 
biodiversity to your community?
Does your school manage a farm where you demonstrate your commitment to 
biosecurity?
Are your tamariki monitoring pest traps as part of protecting their environment 
and biosecurity?
Are your science students doing research about invasive pests and diseases that 
could threaten New Zealand?
Are you really proud of your students who are leading environmental groups 
and sharing knowledge? 

It takes all of us to protect what we've got but there are a few biosecurity champions who go beyond to make a difference 
and we want to celebrate them – could this be your learning centre or school?
Kura Award - show us your mahi
This Award is open to teams, classes, rōpū, and enviro-groups in early childhood centres, primary, intermediate and secondary 
schools - tamaraki who are doing amazing projects and programmes to support biosecurity.
The winning group will receive a $2,500 cash prize. The three finalists announced on 21 September will get travel and 
accommodation to the Awards dinner on 31 October 2022 at the Auckland War Memorial Museum.
Entries close Sunday 31 July 2022
Entering is easy and it’s all done online, visit thisisus.nz

https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/aotearoa/
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=22645&d=85Wy4tPlIqkv3fM_Lp1lABlEdX5TW5sMK2Q27QprWw&s=1475&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2ethisisus%2enz%2fbiosecurity-awards

