
 Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy (2019-29) 

(Clr Sloan)  (Report prepared by Braden Prideaux, Bike Walk Marlborough) 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this report is to present the findings from the public consultation of the
Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy, and to seek approval to adopt the Marlborough
Walking and Cycling Strategy (2019-29) document.

Background 

2. Bike Walk Marlborough (BWM) was established in 2005 to assist in compiling the first
Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy with Marlborough Roads and Council.

3. As outlined by the BWM Trust Operational Plan, an ongoing task for the Trust is to review and
update the Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy. The Marlborough Walking and Cycling
Strategy was last updated in 2010.

4. The draft Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy (2019-29) document was prepared by
Stantec (previously MWH) and Bike Walk Marlborough Trust, with input from Marlborough
District Council and Marlborough Roads.

5. The draft Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy (2019-29) document was approved for

public consultation on 1 February 2018 by the Assets and Services Committee.

6. A key driver in updating the strategy was to put MDC in the best position to gain future Urban

Cycleways funding from the New Zealand Transport Agency. Key elements that were updated

in relation to this included an update of both the network maps and action plan, as well as

better defining accompanying behavior change strategies (i.e. cycle skills training, Bikes In

Schools, school travel planning) that Council implements.

Discussion 

7. The Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy (2019-29) provides a framework to increase

walking and cycling participation in the Marlborough District, with a focus on walking and

cycling to work and school, for recreation and to increase tourism potential in the district.

8. The vision of the strategy is “Marlborough people and visitors walk and cycle safely for travel,

health and enjoyment.

9. The main objectives of the strategy are:

a. Encourage and support people in Marlborough to choose walking and cycling

b. Develop a safe, convenient and connected travel network for walking and cycling

Ensure that all relevant strategies, policies, plans and practices for Marlborough support 

walking and cycling 

Consultation 

10. Marlborough District Council, in partnership with Bike Walk Marlborough Trust, sought public

feedback between August 3 and August 31 2018 on the draft Marlborough Walking and

Cycling Strategy (2019-29).
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11. Marlborough District Council notified the public through a media release, newspaper 

advertisements in two local newspapers, and on the Marlborough District Council website.  

 

12. Feedback could be submitted via an online submission form found on the MDC website, by 

posting feedback to MDC offices, or emailing feedback to the Bike Walk Marlborough 

Coordinator.  

 

13. Consultation and stakeholder engagement was led by the Bike Walk Marlborough 

Coordinator, with support from MDC’s communications team. Key steps included: 

a. 1 February 2018 – Assets and Services meeting to consider draft strategy document 

and seek approval for public consultation 

b. 3 August to 31 August 2018 – public consultation period for people to have their say 

on the strategy document 

c. Early August – MDC media release, MDC website and social media updates and 

distribution of ‘have your say’ information to key walking and cycling stakeholder 

groups.  

d. 27 August to 30 August – meetings with key stakeholders, including Marlborough to 

Kaikoura Trail, Automobile Association, and Bike Walk Renwick.  

 

14. 35 responses were received (20 online response forms, 15 email). The feedback from the 

submission process has been summarized and can be found in appendix A.  

 
15. Following public consultation, submissions were collated and common themes summarized 

(as shown in appendix A). These themes were then presented and discussed with relevant 

Council departments, Marlborough Roads and Bike Walk Marlborough Trust, to ensure 

appropriate changes to the draft strategy document were made. Items will need to be further 

discussed and reviewed with council departments to ensure the items are actioned 

appropriately.  

 
16. There were minor material changes to the strategy document included but not limited to: 

a. Inclusion of updated Ministry of Transport’s Government Policy Statement, including 

explanation of four key strategic priorities of safety, access, environment and value for 

money.  
b. Inclusion of Ageing population statistics and associated challenges that relate to future 

access to reliable and affordable transport options.  
c. Replacement of information about 2015 Urban Cycleways Fund with low-cost/low-risk 

improvements fund that is available for future walking and cycling infrastructure projects.  

d. Inclusion of an additional measure of success, specifically measuring and tracking the 

number of Marlborough people who participate in walking and cycling for recreation.   

e. Inclusion of a statement that outlines that future opportunities may arise and subsequently  

will be identified, analysed and prioritized against existing projects in the document to 

ensure future opportunities are capatlised on when applicable.  

 

Summary 

17. The Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy (2019-29) is a framework to increase walking and 

cycling participation and safety in the Marlborough District. The strategy contains network and 

action plans that identify existing and proposed facilities and projects that MDC will implement to 

expand the walking and cycling network.  

 
 

RECOMMENDED 

That Council adopts the Marlborough Walking and Cycling Strategy (2019-29). 
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Marlborough Walk and Cycling Strategy - Appendix A: 

Summary of submissions from public consultation: 

1. Opportunities to walk and cycle 

a. Increase urban cycle network, addressing cyclist hotspot areas and upgrading footpaths. 

b. Increase off-road network, including Marlborough Kaikoura Trail and Renwick trails. 

c. Providing wider shoulders where dedicated facilities cannot be provided. 

d. Removing impediments (e.g. gates/stiles) to make tracks more walk/bike friendly.  

e. Improving access for mobility scooters, elderly and disabled on footpaths and road crossings. 

f. Gaining public access through council leases and private land to connect network. 

g. Providing adequate bike parking and storage facilities in town centres. 

 

2. Road Safety 

h. Taylor River becoming overcrowded and users experiencing conflict (i.e. pedestrian and fast 

moving cyclists), with suggestions including additional signage, widening of pathway, 

separating pedestrians/people on bikes and marking a centre line on the existing path. 

i. Identification and improvement of high-risk routes and intersections, including using the 

‘Healthy Streets Indicators’ to make streets healthy and livable. 

j. Safe speeds and compliance around schools areas. 

 

3. Maintenance of Roads and Tracks 

k. Maintenance of reserve pathways, including flooding, and trimming of hedges/grass.  

l. Road sweeping on roads, leading to puncture of road cycle tyres due to accumulation of 

material on the roads.  

 

4. Education/promotion 

m. Need for more driver education programmes, promoting a positive culture between people on 

bikes and drivers, including increasing awareness and patience of people on bikes.  

n. Support of further rollout of the Bikes In Schools package in Marlborough schools 

o. Support of active travel planning in schools, in particular working with parents to reduce 

congestion around schools 

p. Support of cycle skills training in schools, with further upskill opportunities needed for adults 

q. Providing sufficient and consistent wayfinding signage across the region. 

r. Updating maps to include latest tracks and trails  

s. Support of work active travel schemes. 

 

Community Engagement 

t. Engaging with community before a project commences and throughout the lifecycle of a 

project (e.g. Eltham-Beaver Rd Cycle Link) 

u. Keeping the public informed about public consultation processes, strategy documents and 

progress of projects around the region 
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Summary of information provided from online responses: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

84%

16%

Have the aims and objectives of the 
strategy been clearly defined?

Yes

Partially

No

No. of responses = 19

72%

22%

6%

Should be any additional projects or 
initiatvies that are not currently included?

Yes

No

Don't know

No. of responses = 18

56%
39%

5%

Do you think any projects currently 
included should be prioritised lower or 

higher?

Yes

No

Don't know

No. of responses = 18

41%

35%

6%

6% 12%

How did you find navigating the strategy document?

Very easy

Quite easy

Neither easy or difficult

Quitedifficult

Very difficult

No. of responses = 18

74%

10%
16%

Have the challenges and opportunities for 
walking and cycling in Marlborough been 

clearly outlined?

Yes

No

Partially

90%

0%
10%

Do you agree in principle with the Draft 
Marlborough Walking and Cycling 

Strategy?

Yes

No

Don't know

No. of responses = 20

No. of responses = 19 
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Summary of submissions from stakeholders 

Automobile Association (AA) Marlborough Council 

The AA supports further development of walking and cycling facilities in Marlborough, in addition to 

education and encouragement to enhance safe use of the transport network. The AA supports a 

clearly recognizable cycling network in Blenheim and the Wairau Plains, with a focus on separated 

facilities where practicable.  

 

Bike On Charitable Trust 

Bike On Charitable Trust was strongly supportive of the strategy, in particular the planned support of 

the local schools and their efforts to develop future Bikes in Schools projects. This will aid in local 

children being able to learn to ride safely and confidently and resulting in more local people using the 

region’s current and future cycling infrastructure.  

 

Bike Walk Renwick 

Bike Walk Renwick have raised numerous points including: access along the Wairau stopbanks from 

SH6 to Giffords Rd, including surfacing and making the route more cycle friendly; allocating funding to 

the Renwick wine trail network; and inclusion of southern valley cycle routes.  

 

Bike Walk Picton 

Bike Walk Picton has given high priority to the Queen Charlotte Track, Link Pathway and the Picton to 

Spring Creek section as part of the Marlborough to Kaikoura trail. Additionally, the group reaffirmed 

their priorities as submitted as part of the 2018 Council Long Term Plan submissions.  

 

NZ Transport Agency 

The NZ Transport Agency commented that the draft strategy clearly sets out the key challenges, vision 

and objectives for Marlborough, and the proposed measures of success that have been developed. 

Recommendations were made on refer to the latest Government Policy Statement (2018-28) and 

Transport Agency’s Investment Assessment Framework (IAF), as well as including more specific 

information in relation to demographics and target audiences in Marlborough.  

 

Marlborough Kaikoura Trail Trust 

The trust encourages further investment in developing safe connections in Blenheim, in particular that 

allow walkers and cyclists to travel from the new Ōpaoa bridge south to the Riverlands  

 

Marlborough Mountain Bike Club 

The Marlborough Mountain Bike Club would like to see a greater focus on mountain biking in the 

strategy. In particular the club wishes to receive more funding for future projects over the next 10 

years that will support the already strong mountain bike community.  

 

Nelson Marlborough District Health Board (NMDHB) 

NMDHB commended MDC for its strategy document, highlighting the wide range of benefits for 

individuals that include improved mental and physical health, increased independence for children, 

convenience and affordability. The broad approach to the strategy was commended, including 

addressing walking and cycling facilities for both main centres and small townships.  

 

Sport Tasman 

Sport Tasman supports further investment in walking and cycling facilities, along with supporting active 

transport programmes and events to enable people to use these facilities. In particular, Sport Tasman 

highlighted the importance of safe separated facilities in improving connectivity between points of 

interest in Marlborough (i.e. schools, areas of employment and sporting venues).   
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