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Executive Summary  

The residents of Marlborough enjoy an active and vibrant lifestyle. On average, the population is more 
active in terms of participating in active recreation pursuits than other regions within New Zealand. 
Marlborough enjoys an enviable climate, which allows active participation in many outdoor activities 
throughout the year.   
 
As with all other regions within New Zealand, Local Government agencies are seen as the key 
provider of the playing fields and sport and recreation assets required to enable and maintain an 
active sporting life that many New Zealanders enjoy. The Marlborough District Council is similar to 
most other councils that are faced with ‘juggling’ resources to meet the increasing demands for 
recreational asset capacity.  
 
The infrastructure to support the ever-growing seasons and codes wanting to share space and 
facilities is under strain.  Further to this, non-traditional sports and recreation activities have continued 
to grow over the past years, placing additional pressure on organised sport and recreation to respond 
to demands for a range of quality experiences.  
 
Sport and Recreation New Zealand (SPARC) are driving hard the benefits of active lifestyles, and 
have set clear strategic objectives to ensure the message is received and that the benefits to a 
person’s wellbeing are realised. The current strategy1 set clear objectives around participation in 
organised sport. SPARC will consider programmes that are delivered through the regional sports 
trusts by:   
 

1. An increase in the number of children participating in sport and recreation through 
clubs and organised events.  

 
2. An increase in the number of primary school and secondary school pupils playing 

organised sport. 
 

3. An increase in the level of fundamental movement and basic sport skills in children 
under the age of 12 years. 

 
The relevance of this to Local Government agencies is of paramount importance. All of those success 
factors have a fundamental impact on local government who are the primary providers of the facilities 
required to enable successful delivery of these objectives. 
 
Marlborough District Council wishes to develop a Sports Field Plan that articulates how public space 
will be distributed for use by Marlborough’s sports and recreation community over the next 10 years.  
The aim of this plan is to guide carefully considered investment initiatives in parks infrastructure that 
will enable the core objectives of wellbeing through active participation in sport. The plan has been 
developed through collaboration with the sporting codes via a series of meetings. During these 
meetings, different codes have articulated what they believe are the key issues and opportunities 
affecting their groups as well as the wider Marlborough sporting community. This plan has considered 
this input and balanced this against the Council’s existing portfolio of resources both financial and 
existing assets as well as considering the parent code strategic objectives where available, either at 
the regional or national level.  

The information within this plan is supplemented by the schematic layout plans appended (Appendix 
page 68) to this report. These plans are indicative only and detailed feasibility plans and development 
plans may be required in some instances.  

                                                        
1 Sport and Recreation New Zealand Strategic Plan 2009-2015 
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The outcome of this process has been development of a plan that seeks to; 

� Present opportunities to optimise use of existing facilities. 
� Address equitable provision of sporting infrastructure. 
� Maximise Marlborough’s economic opportunities through facility utilisation and event hosting. 
� Optimise community sport and recreation opportunities arising from this including; 

 Elite development. 
 Elite performance. 

Key Findings 
The absence of a plan with a broader vision for facility provision has left the Council in a situation 
where decision making on the appropriateness of capital expenditure on sports facilities is made in a 
difficult environment with regard to meeting the communities’ needs. The Council can be left exposed 
to lobby groups exerting pressure on the Council to support a particular investment potentially to the 
detriment of the wider communities’ needs. 
 
The following were the key factors identified and require consideration as a result of the planning 
process; 
 

 Demand for facility capacity predominately still occurs in the traditional sports of rugby, 
football and cricket. All of these codes are currently experiencing growth in 
participation.  
 

 Change in code seasonal practices is placing extra demand on facility capacity. Winter 
codes are now operating programmes 12 months of the year causing shared usage 
issues, including safety issues from incompatible codes. 

 
 The majority of existing facilities are of an average to poor condition when compared to 

other centres within New Zealand.  
 

 The vast majority of turf based sports facilities are presented in an acceptable 
condition in good weather. However, when bad weather intervenes it affects all venues 
as no all-weather facilities exist, except Hockey at College Park. 
 

 The predominant issue in green infrastructure is that available capacity has been 
exhausted.  
 

 The predominant issue for hard surface codes is a failing asset of an inferior standard 
to other regions in New Zealand. 

 
 There is some disparity of provision with regard to some codes that council should 

address as a matter of priority, particularly associated to the Equestrian, Softball and 
BMX codes. 

 
 To leverage the maximum benefit from existing reserves dedicated to sporting use 

some historical usage may need to be adjusted over time. 
 

 Carefully considered facility investment will generate opportunities for regional hosting 
of events, that will enhance economic return to the region, particularly in the area of 
large number participation events. 

. 
 Investment in high-level elite facilities is not likely to return an economic benefit to the 

region due to a highly competitive environment in the New Zealand market. 
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 An opportunity to develop a regionally significant multi-sport complex exists at 
Lansdowne Park. Doing so will enhance the wider community benefit and leverage a 
greater return from investments previously made in the acquisition process. This 
development is able to be achieved and still maintain and improve Rugby Union’s 
historical usage of the facility. 

 
 Establishment of a monitoring programme of field usage will assist future asset 

management programmes with regard to available capacity.  
 

  A number of codes are struggling to manage administration of their codes without 
appropriate facilities and agree with the benefit of sharing facilities and resources. 

Meeting Community Needs 
By investing in the future in appropriate participation level infrastructure in a variety of codes, 
Marlborough will continue to provide both a quality environment for participation in a wide range of 
activities as well as a quality environment for the development of elite skills in a number of sports. 
The focus of attention should be on concentrating available resources on adequate facilities for all 
chosen codes at the participation level. This will provide the platform for elite skill development to distil 
from the participation as well as elite performance. Adequate facility provision will enhance the 
region’s ability to retain developing athletes in the region rather than migrating to major centres to 
further their personal development. Many codes utilise cross training opportunities for the 
development of elite skills and the upgrading of Lansdowne Park to a multi discipline venue, will 
further enhance Marlborough’s ability to develop quality-sporting talent, whilst maintaining and 
improving the opportunities for the traditional rugby tenant. 

Economic Opportunities 
With careful investment Marlborough could become the destination of choice for many codes for age 
group tournaments. It also creates opportunities to consider bidding for hosting major participation 
events such as the Master’s Games.  These tournaments have a significant impact on visitor numbers 
injecting revenue into the host region with participant numbers often reaching 7000+. To be in a 
position to host these events, quality community level infrastructure is a basic fundamental 
requirement.  The development of an Equestrian Centre is also likely to generate opportunities for 
hosting visitor participating events.  

Financial Considerations 
Council funds the majority of its capital investments in Parks and Reserves from its Development 
Contributions Fund. This fund is likely to be under strain over the foreseeable future due the current 
economic climate. Council must balance the issues it faces in this regard with prudent investment that 
will ensure it can continue to meet the communities desire to maintain an active healthy lifestyle. It is 
well proven that an active healthy lifestyle has numerous tangible benefits for a person’s wellbeing 
including minimising the impact of poor health. This alone has a positive economic impact on a 
community, wherever increasing demands for healthcare are impacting on the community’s financial 
capabilities. 
This plan has been developed in a manner that reflects the Council’s 2009-2019 Long Term Council 
Community Plan (LTCCP). The provisional rough order budgeting required to develop the sports 
infrastructure detailed within this plan equates to approximately 53% of the Parks and Reserves 
remaining capital budget as defined within years 3-10 of this plan. This relatively modest investment 
has the capability of providing significant opportunities for positively influencing large numbers of 
Marlborough residents in a lifelong manner.  The plan and the associated budgeting endeavours to 
consider the most cost effective manner in which to benefit the greatest number of people. It does, 
however, recognise the importance of variety in inspiring a community to lead active healthy lives. 
Council may wish to consider selling some of its existing land reserves where it considers this 
appropriate. The aim of this would be to raise funding to support the development of upgraded 
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community sport and recreation infrastructure. Some examples of where this could occur have been 
provided within the illustrations of venues within this plan.  
The budget information within this plan does not allow for major building infrastructure that may be 
associated to any upgrade of outdoor sporting infrastructure.  A minor increase in maintenance 
funding will be required for some of the facility upgrades listed. In particular, this relates to up-graded 
natural turf systems. The estimated increase in maintenance funding requirement is approximately     
$10,000 after the initial improvements to Lansdowne Park. The majority of the infrastructure 
improvements recommended within this plan have a negligible requirement for increased 
maintenance funding and would be largely offset by the sale of Athletic Park and relocation of existing 
facilities. 
Allocation of leased land for the development of an Equestrian Centre will result in a loss of revenue 
of $5,000 per annum currently generated from seasonal grazing of the land.  
The development of a velodrome at Wither Hills will require re-allocating approximately 1 hectare of 
land that has been zoned for residential development. Previous development of this land by council 
for residential housing has typically realised ten 1000 sqm sections. 
 
Approximately 53% of the parks and reserves capital budget as detailed in years 3-10 of the 
current LTCCP would be required to achieved the investments detailed in this plan. 
 

Recommendations 
The following recommendations reflect an interpretation of all of the issues ad opportunities captured 
and analysed to develop this plan. They are presented in a prioritised order that reflects the most 
significant issues currently faced and where the greatest benefit to the community can be exercised. 
 

1. Allocation of land for development of a regional Equestrian Park at Bothams Bend 
accommodating; 
 Dressage 
 Showjumping 
 Western riding. 
 

2. Upgrade of Lansdowne Park including consideration for the relocation and 
development of a permanent base for;  
 Softball 
 Athletics 
 Netball. 

 
3. Evaluate opportunities to relocate Polo to a full size facility. Ideally this would be in an 

area in close proximity to the Equestrian Park development at Bothams Bend. 
Following this relocation, re-develop Rewi Murray into a dedicated cricket facility. 
 

4. Provisional allocation of land for the development of a regional bike park at the Wither 
Hills Mountain Bike Park for;  
 BMX track 
 Potential outdoor velodrome 
 Bike Skills bike park 
 Multi purpose visitor centre.  

 
5. Development of artificial playing fields for football (soccer) and rugby union. 

 
6. Development of cricket training facilities at various venues throughout Marlborough.  
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7. Commissioning a study to examine opportunities for improving club level sports 
administration opportunities. 

 

Summary 
The opportunity to participate in active sport and recreation is considered a fundamental requirement 
for many members of New Zealand’s communities. New Zealander’s have an increasing 
understanding of the role an active lifestyle has on a community’s overall well being. 
Most New Zealanders look forward to their weekly activities and cherish the many positive impacts 
this has on their lives including, maintaining personal health, developing positive friendships and 
relationships as an individual as well as at the wider community level. Careful investment in sport and 
recreation also has the ability to generate a positive economic impact on a community. 
Marlborough’s primary sporting facilities are essentially at a stage of full capacity for participation 
sport as well as in many cases average to poor condition with a gradual decline. In wetter conditions 
the district has no infrastructure capable of ensuring that organised sporting programmes can take 
place on quality conditions. 
Failure to invest in sporting infrastructure over the next few years will see Marlborough slip behind 
what other regional centres offer the community. This can have a material impact on the quality of life 
for individuals and impact on choices as to where they may wish to reside and raise families. 
A carefully planned and considered level of investment predominately in infrastructure for participation 
will ensure Marlborough meets the expectations of its community. Adequate investment in the 
participation level will ensure that the community will continue to benefit from hosting regional and 
national sporting events to a level that can add value to the community. A further by product of this 
investment will be improved opportunities for elite skill development. 
The development of 3 key sub regional facilities at Lansdowne Park, Bothams Bend and Wither Hills 
will also enhance Marlborough’s reputation as a quality lifestyle district, offering significant 
opportunities rivalling other districts in New Zealand. 
Every day sport in Marlborough relies heavily on a few paid administrators and a larger number of 
volunteers. In many cases effort and resources are being duplicated.  If council was to lead a review 
of how this can be improved it is likely to have the effect of improved asset management outcomes for 
the council. 
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Introduction 

The Marlborough District Council (Council) is 
facing increasing pressure from sports clubs 
and recreation groups for the provision of 
facilities and services associated with sport 
and recreation in Marlborough.  This trend is 
common across New Zealand as the 
population aspires, and is encouraged to 
adopt, an active healthy lifestyle. Increasing 
demand for a wide range of sport and 
recreation facilities, aging sports 
assets/facilities, limited financial resources and 
the difficult economic environment present 
prioritisation challenges for all Councils.   
Two economic factors are having the biggest 
impact on a council’s ability to respond to 
stakeholder demands.  These are the current 
climate of minimalistic rates increases and a 
slow down in economic investment in private 
developments therefore reducing the 
development levies councils are able to collect.  
Not withstanding this, Councils have a 
responsibility to consult with residents and 
develop plans and strategies that show a clear 
linkage to the desired community outcomes for 
its region. 
In response to these increasing demands and 
prioritisation challenges, Council wishes to 
develop a Sports Field Plan that articulates 
how public space and the development of 
associated assets could be distributed for use 
by Marlborough’s sports and recreation 
community.  The aim of the plan is to mirror the 
financial resources allocated within the 
Council’s current Long Term Plan (LTP). 
The aim will be to provide a guide or blueprint 
that identifies how the community’s resources 
managed and administrated by Council can be 
focused to align with the sporting codes current 
and future visions, as well as providing a fair 
and equitable allocation to the Marlborough 
region.                                                      

Another important aspect of the planning 

process is to understand the impact that this 
investment could have on promoting increased 
numbers of visitors to the region and the 
economic impacts that can arise. 
It is also important ensure that existing facilities 
and any previous investments are optimised.   
Other key considerations are, 

� Effective communication, with a 
community-needs approach that 
ensures that Council meets its 
obligations under the Local 
Government Act (2002); 

� Consideration of neighbouring regions 
major infrastructure; 

� Consideration of regional and national 
sporting bodies strategies and 
objectives. 

It is advocated that a “fresh set of eyes 
approach” be considered by all of the sporting 
codes when considering how sports parks / 
parkland is utilised and managed.  In many 
cases, assessment of all options may reaffirm 
existing situations taking into account how the 
quantity and quality of field issues are to be 
managed.  In other cases, assessment of the 
current use of the parkland may suggest that a 
change of use will offer betterment to all 
parties.  This may, in some cases, require 
consideration of existing management plan 
policies and the appropriateness of these 
existing policies for Marlborough’s sporting and 
recreational future.  
If the plan is successfully implemented then it 
will have succeeded in guiding expenditure in a 
manner that both provides for the core 
community needs as well as offering 
opportunities for Marlborough’s youth to 
develop skills and carry them forward into their 
adult lives.  It is anticipated that the plan will 
have a parallel lifespan to that of Council’s 
Long Term Plan (LTP).   
In order to measure the success of the plan, a 
process for measuring the outcomes achieved 
should be implemented by the Council, 

Marlborough District Council wishes to 
thank all of the persons representing 
the various sports and recreation 
groups who participated in the 
development of this plan. 
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covering both quantitative and qualitative 
outcome based measures.  
This plan should also be revised every 5 years 
to ensure that it retains validity in regard to 
community requirements and regional and 
national trends.  Updating the financial 
component of the plan should be undertaken 
every three years to retain consistency with the 
councils LTP. It should also be used to inform 
annual planning processes, such as the 
allocation of capital funding and Council’s 
asset management plans.  
Actions following plan adoption 
Ideally the plan will become the base 
document for persons involved in the future 
development of active sports and recreation 
parkland, including officers of the Marlborough 
District Council, as well as, external service 
providers.   
Council should consider the plan prior to 
recommending and adopting resolutions that 
have a material effect on the parks and 
reserves that this plan relates to.  In addition, 
the capital funding allocation process should 
consider this plan prior to allocation to reserve 
development programmes.  

Objective 
The plan will provide a mechanism for 
resource allocation that maximises the value of 
investment by various entities, including 
Council, when developing, upgrading and 
maintaining the recreational facilities Council 
owns in the Marlborough region.  
Key objectives of the plan are; 

� Prioritisation of Council investment in 
parkland based sports facilities; 
 

� Optimisation of existing facility usage; 
 

� Equitable provision of sporting 
infrastructure; 

 
� Maximise Marlborough’s economic 

opportunities through facility utilisation; 
 

� Ensure facilities provide optimal 
community sport and recreation 
opportunity. 

Expected outputs of the plan are 
� Maximised usage of existing parkland; 

 
� Sporting infrastructure investment 

options; 
 

� Optimised cost benefit with regard 
capacity outputs including 
maintenance; 

 
� Coordination of financial investment 

with LTP budget. 
 
Following consideration of the plan, Council 
may wish to use the plan as a basis for a 
formal option consideration for changes to the 
LTP during its next round of community 
consultation for the development of its next 
LTP.  Typically, this is done when the council 
wishes to gauge the community’s interest with 
regard to a change in levels of service (L.O.S) 
and or expenditure on a level of service. 

 

Role of Local Government in Sport and 
Recreation 
It has long been the case within New Zealand 
that local government agencies are the primary 
providers of sport and recreation facilities 
within New Zealand.  The level and degree to 
which the local body provides for sport and 
recreation facilities varies significantly from 
council to council.   

The Local Government Act 2002 requires 
councils to consult communities and develop 
clearly defined community outcomes based on 
the four well beings; 

� Environmental 
� Cultural 
� Economic 
� Social 
 

The provision of sport and recreation facilities 
aids in the delivery of all outcomes associated 
to the four well-beings. Councils define and 
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publish the importance of the well-beings 
within a community within their LTP in the form 
of community outcomes.  

 

The primary community outcomes published 
within the Marlborough District LTP that have a 
direct influence on sport and recreation and the 
provision of sports facilities in the Marlborough 
region include: 

− Fun and recreation: A community that 
has fun. 

− Physical activity: A community where 
people of all ages are physically active. 

 
A full description of relevant community 
outcomes that Council has subscribed is also 
included within the appendices. 

Scope 
The scope of the plan has been determined in 
consultation with Council’s Reserves & 
Amenities staff.  The plan focuses on key 
outdoor sport and recreation pursuits within the 
Marlborough region.  In addition, key parks and 
their current and future use are a key 
consideration of the plan.  A full list of the 
sports and parks considered in the plan are 
included in the appendices of this document.  
The scope of the plan development specifically 
excluded indoor sports facilities within the city. 

Methodology 
The methodology adopted for the development 
of this plan has been to use a collaborative 
approach with the local sports organisations as 
well as regional representatives.  As such, 
initial consultation to understand the issues 
and opportunities perceived by the sports 
organisations is very important.  The other 
group consulted were the secondary schools 
within Marlborough, to gain an understanding 
of how they see themselves with regard to 
community access. 

 
Following the initial consultation, a full 
technical analysis of existing facilities has been 
completed, focusing on evaluating the issues 
and opportunities distilled from the 
consultation.  This information was also 
analysed with regard to national and regional 
trends and objectives with regard to sport and 
recreation within New Zealand. 
 

 

Legislative Reference  
The provision of open space and recreation 
resources, and the management and 
development of parks in New Zealand, are 
referenced in a range of legislation.   
 
Local governments principal responsibilities to 
the communities they serve is determined by 
the Local Government Act (2002) and 
Resource Management Act (1991).  The Local 
Government Act (2002) requires councils to 
prepare Long Term Council Community Plans 
(LTCCP). The Council must also satisfy 
requirements under the Reserves Act (1977) 
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were public open space is utilised. Typically 
this is managed through the adoption of 
reserve management plans.  For a full list and 
description of the relevant acts, refer to the 
appendices section of this document. 

Strategic Context 
At a national and regional level there is a suite 
of policies and strategies that provide a 
directive for local councils to encourage 
physical activity, manage and develop public 
open spaces, and provide sport and 
recreational facilities. 

It is well recognised that physical activity is 
beneficial for the physical and mental health 
well-being of an individual, as well as having 
cultural, environmental and economic benefits 
for a community.  Also well documented is the 
downward trend of New Zealand’s levels of 
activity and participation in sport and 
recreation.  To counter this downward trend, a 
growing number of strategies and plans have 

been developed (at a national and regional 
level), in an attempt to increase levels of 
activity and encourage people to participate in 
sport and recreation.   

Listed below are strategies that aim to increase 
physical activity and provide opportunities for 
New Zealanders, and the people of the 
Marlborough Region, to participate in sport and 
recreation 

 

 

SPORT AND RECREATION NEW ZEALAND 
(SPARC) 

Sport and Recreation New Zealand’s Strategic 
Plan (2009 – 2015)  
“Everyone.  Every day.  Enjoying and excelling 
through sport and recreation.” 

TASMAN REGIONAL SPORTS TRUST Top of the South Regional Physical Activity 
Strategy (2006-2016) 
“An average 1% annual increase in the Top of the 
South population who are sufficiently physically active 
for health and life style benefits.” 
Tasman Regional Sports Trust Strategic Plan 
(2008-2010) 
“To lead the development of physical activity, 
recreation and sport across the Top of the South 
Island” 
Marlborough District Physical Activity Strategy 
(2008) 
“Achieve an average 1% annual increase in the 
proportion of Marlborough residents who are 
sufficiently physically active for health and lifestyle 
benefits.” 

MARLBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL Marlborough District Council Open Space Strategy 
2010 (Draft) 
“Marlborough’s communities and visitors experience 
the benefits of the District’s open spaces”. 

Marlborough District Council Long Term Council 
Community Plan (2009-2019). 
“Fun and recreation:  A community that  has fun.” 
“Physical activity:  A community where people of all 
ages are physically active.” 
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Sport and Recreation New Zealand 
(SPARC) 
 
SPARC’s current Strategic Plan places a 
significant amount of emphasis on increasing 
levels of participation within New Zealand and 
on developing life long habits of activity. 

Further in the Strategy SPARC recognises that 
the ability to achieve these goals with the 
obvious benefits is somewhat hampered by the 
availability of community sports infrastructure, 
as per the extract below; 

“The infrastructure to support the ever-growing 
seasons and codes wanting to share space 
and facilities is under strain.  Further to this, 
non-traditional sports and recreation activities 
have continued to grow over the past years, 
placing additional pressure on organised sport 
and recreation to respond to demands for a 
range of quality experiences.”  

SPARC, as a central government agency, rely 
heavily on Local Government organisations to 
provide this infrastructure for community sport.  
This model is typical around the developed 
world, as is the difficulty agencies experience 
in providing equitable access in an affordable 
manner.   

Desired Outcomes Of Sport And 
Recreation Activity For Marlborough 
 
It is recognised worldwide that participation in 
sport and recreation results in numerous 
positive outcomes for a society, most 
significantly health and personal well-being.  
Developing positive habits associated to 
physical activity early in life develops a 
platform for life long benefits.  
 
A Canadian Council for Social Development 
study measured how participating in structured 
recreation positively influenced young people’s 
physical and social development, as well as 
their civic behaviour and skills.  The following 
were the key attributes that the participants 
perceived with regard to the impact of an 
active key finding were established; 
 

� Improved their health 99% 
� Helped them make friends 87 % 
� Improved their feelings about 

themselves 85 % 

� Helped them succeed at school 58 % 
� Helped them become more active with 

their family 54 %. 
 

These examples amplify the importance of the 
Marlborough District Councils key community 
outcome: 

− Physical activity:  A community where 
people of all ages are physically active. 

Situational Analysis  

Key Drivers 
General Population Demographics 

The total population of the Marlborough Region 
was 42,558, officially recorded in 2006 census.  
This was an increase of 2,997 people, or 7.6 
percent since the 2001 Census. 

Marlborough’s population is predicted to 
increase by an average of 1.1% percent per 
annum.  Statistics New Zealand projects that 
the Marlborough population could reach 
52,200 by 2021 

• The median age of people living in the 
Marlborough Region was 41.7 years2 

• 21.3% of people living in Blenheim 
were under 15, compared with 22.7% 
for all of New Zealand. 

• 16.7% of people living in Blenheim 
were aged 65 years and over, 
compared with 12.1% for all of New 
Zealand. 

The ethnic make-up of the Marlborough 
population at the time of the 2006 census, as 
recorded by Statistics NZ is shown overleaf3: 

                                                        
2 Statistics New Zealand 2010 
3 This data has been randomly rounded to protect confidentiality.  
Individual figures may not add up to totals, and values for the 
same data may vary in different text, tables, and graphs. 

A significant number of the 
Marlborough Region’s 

population are members of a 
sports club (36%). 

(2009-2019 LTCCP) 
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    Female (%) Male (%) 
European   77.4  79.5 
Maori   10.3  10.4 
Pacific Peoples 1.6  1.5 
Asian   1.5  1.7 
Middle Eastern/Latin 
American/African 0.5  0.5 
Other ethnicity   
 New Zealander 16.8  15.5 
 Other ethnicity 0.0  0.0 
 Total   16.8  15.5 
 

Approximately 80% Marlborough’s population 
is located south of Tuamarina with the majority 
concentrated in the town of Blenheim It has a 
population of 30,200 (June 2010 estimate).4  
There are also a number of smaller towns and 
settlements scattered throughout the 
Marlborough region. 

Marlborough Sport and Recreation 
Demographics 
Marlborough’s year-round sunshine and 
diverse landscapes are conducive to an easy-
going lifestyle and excellent range of 
recreational activities.   

Information collected through the 2007/2008 
Active New Zealand Survey, conducted by 
SPARC, for the Tasman Region provides an 
insight into the level of sport and recreation 
participation of Marlborough residents, their 
involvement with sport and recreation as 
participants and volunteers and their overall 
level of physical activity.   

The Tasman Region used by the Active NZ 
survey refers to the geographical area serviced 
by the regional sports trust, Sport Tasman, and 
includes Buller, Nelson, Marlborough, and 
Kaikoura. 

Key findings of the Active NZ survey for adults 
(aged 16 years and over) living in the Tasman 
region include: 

− 85% of survey respondents participated 
in at least one sport or recreation 
activity per week (compared with New 

                                                        
4 Statistics New Zealand. 2010 

Zealand=79%) and 98% per year (New 
Zealand=96%); 
 

− 30 % of survey respondents from the 
Tasman region were members of clubs or 
centres in order to take part in sport and 
recreation activities (New Zealand=35%); 
 

− 36% of survey respondents from the 
Tasman region received instruction 
from a coach, instructor, teacher or 
trainer to help improve their 
performance (New Zealand=40%); 
 

− 33% of survey respondents from the 
Tasman region were volunteers for a sport 
or recreation activity (New Zealand=25%). 

 

 

Infrastructure Requirements 
As mentioned earlier, the vast majority of 
outdoor sport and recreational activity in New 
Zealand takes place on community owned 
parks and reserves administered by Local 
Government agencies.  

New Zealand’s lead agency for developing and 
driving sport and recreation, SPARC, clearly 

Marlborough’s population is 
projected to increase from is 
current level of 42,558 to 
52,200 by 2021. 
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recognise that pressure on facility provision is 
a major limiting factor for ensuring their key 
objective of, 

“more people in organised sport and 
recreation more often”. 

The key objectives and measurables are listed 
within the appendices of this document. 

When providing infrastructure for sport and 
recreation, Councils must carefully consider 
what role they can play in a manner that meets 
a number of key drivers. 

� Financial affordability 
� Equity 
� Sustainability 
� Geographical spread 

There are also a number of types of use that 
the council must consider, 

� Participation including life skills 
development 

� Elite skills development 
� Elite performance 

 
The following diagram illustrates the typical 
level of use of assets by the different users.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Provision of an adequate quantity and quality 
of sports and recreation infrastructure will have 
a material impact on how far up the pyramid 
the community can realistically progress.  An 
important aspect of determining how a 
community should invest in sports and 
recreation infrastructure is in clear 
consideration of the tangible benefits that 
result from that investment.  The relationship 
between elite sport at all levels from child and 
youth representative up to adult elite sport is 
complex. Proponents seeking financial support 
often link the benefits of investing in expensive 

infrastructure “ build it and they will come” to 
the need to provide for community 
infrastructure. 

Whilst an overused cliché, it does however 
carry weight.  If you don’t have it you will not 
have the opportunity to attract the visitors to 
the region.  The important question for the 
region is to understand what that target market 
is and what level of investment is required to 
achieve “they have been”. 

The ideal model of investment is one that 
meets the community’s everyday participation 
requirements and as added value results in 
achieving elite development and also elite 
performance.  Councils must consider which 
type of facilities it should commit to on behalf 
of the community to ensure  

� Participation levels are adequately 
catered for. 
 

� Enough facilities are of a standard to 
facilitate elite skill development. 

 
� What, if any, facilities can be 

accommodated that allow for elite 
performance and event hosting. 
 

Marlborough must consider very carefully what 
this means for its regional community if it is to 
avoid potentially costly mistakes. This plan 
seeks to guide the Council in this decision 
making process.  
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Participation 

Participation is the primary goal of all facility 
provision.  Many Councils limit their policies in 
regard to provision to this level.  Adequate 
provision of community participation sports 
infrastructure allows Councils to meet its 
primary obligations to its constituents. For the 
Marlborough District Council this will mean 
creating the opportunity to achieve the desired 
community outcomes as described in the 
Council’s Long Term Plan. In particular the 
opportunity to develop positive life skills and 
engage in sport for life and the many tangible 
benefits that this provides. 

Marlborough is currently under pressure in 
some areas with an inadequate number and 
quality to ensure community sport participation 
is maximised.  

A breakdown of provision within key reserves 
is provided within the appendices section of 
this report. 

Participation - Facility Provision Summary 
Adequate quantity current all 
sports No 
Adequate capacity for changing 
trends and growth No 
Adequate quality all sports No 
Equitable provision all major codes Partial 
Geographical spread appropriate 
for demographic Yes 

Sustainable systems in place No 
Affordability Yes 
 

 

 

 

Key areas of concern overall is the Council’s 
ability to provide an adequate quantity of 
facilities to all user groups.  Certain codes are 
currently not able to offer a sustainable 
programme due lack of facility capacity.  
Codes that currently are under provided for 
include; 

� Equestrian - various codes 
� BMX 
� Softball 
� Cricket - training only 
� Football - summer leagues 

 

Elite Development 

Adequate high quality facilities will assist 
Marlborough sports persons in achieving 
higher honours.  In particular this can benefit 
youth age groups. 

Marlborough suffers from having no higher 
quality outdoor facilities.  All of its natural 
winter sports surfaces are of a basic soil based 
type.  This limits the parent bodies’ ability to 
affectively complete and mange annual 
competitions, particularly in bad weather 
situations.  

Marlborough currently does not provide quality 
all weather facilities for winter outdoor codes 
with the exception of Hockey where an all 
weather surface is located at College Reserve.  
Limited renovation opportunities due to usage 
demand and limited budgets for maintenance 
also impact on the long-term quality and 
sustainability of existing facilities with gradual 
degradation likely. 

A positive by-product of having adequate all 
weather facilities for winter sport is that the 
opportunity to host regional tournaments 
increases markedly.  

Whilst accurate economic information is not 
readily available as a result of hosting age 
group tournaments it is reasonable to assume 
that there are positive economic benefits for 
regions accommodating, entertaining and 
hosting large numbers of people associated to 
representative age group tournaments. 

There exists an ever-increasing demand that 
representative sport at all levels is played on 
quality surfaces of an elite standard.  
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Examples of this include age group athletics 
which will only occur on all weather running 
tracks; softball where two all weather 
diamonds are required; hockey requiring two 
artificial turfs. 

No centralised elite sport development facility 
currently exists in Marlborough.  Training and 
development occurs throughout the region 
within the isolated individual code venues. The 
net result of this isolated approach is that the 
opportunity for gaining the maximum benefit 
from cohabitating resources is currently not 
possible.   

However, despite this, Marlborough does 
produce and sustain high performing athletes 
at first class level.  As other communities 
around the nation steadily improve their 
facilities, the risk for Marlborough is that they 
will struggle to compete at representative level, 
and only extraordinary talent present in 
Marlborough will be recognised. 

Key codes within the New Zealand sporting 
arena that are currently lacking an adequate 
quantity of elite level facilities include; 

� Athletics 
� Football (soccer) 
� Netball 
� Rugby 

 
This can impact on regions desirability for 
persons seeking a quality location to live and 
raise families.  It can also mean that families 
move to towns and centres that have the 
facilities necessary to offer developing athletes 
the best possible chance of success. 

This trend is prevalent in New Zealand at the 
highest level.  Over the past few years there 
has been a reduction in centres of excellence 
and sports academies with a focus on athletes 
being located in major New Zealand centres. 

Elite Performance 

Marlborough has few facilities capable of 
hosting elite sport competitions successfully.  
Lansdowne Park regularly hosts 1st division 
Rugby and Stadium 2000 hosts elite level 
Netball fixtures. 

Lansdowne Park currently meets the required 
standard of facilities required to compete in the 
national rugby 1st division competition.  
However most of the facilities in the country 
are constantly improving, in particular, the 
quality of the playing surface.  

Of all the venues currently utilised in the 
National 1st division rugby competition, 
Lansdowne Park rates at the lower end of the 
quality spectrum with what is on offer in both 
playing surface and built facilities.  One aspect 
that the Marlborough District Council needs to 
consider is improvement of the playing surface 
to a full all weather system, guaranteeing that 
a quality level of entertainment can be 
presented.  This is becoming increasingly 
important in a code that is reliant on television 
coverage and advertising revenue.  There is a 
definite link developing between playing 
surface quality, quality of performance and 
attendances at matches.  With the recent 
upgrade of Trafalgar Park in Nelson further 
exposure of the quality of Lansdowne Park will 
become apparent if scheduled matches occur 
in poor weather conditions.  The likely result of 
this could be pressure on the Tasman Union to 
host more, or all, fixtures at Trafalgar Park. 

With the exception of those codes mentioned 
above it is highly unlikely in the current climate 
that national sporting bodies would seek to 
host major events in Marlborough with the 
current facilities on offer. 

Not considered within this report, but an 
important piece of work that should be 
completed, would be a detailed analysis of 
appropriate events for the Marlborough District 
to target.  This will aid in decision making 
regarding venue and facility requirements.  

At the moment, sporting event hosting appears 
to be coordinated on a case-by-case basis by 
the codes.  This makes it particularly difficult 
for Council to plan for and implement 
appropriate facility developments to 
accommodate the events and benefit from 
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economic opportunities that arise as a result of 
hosting. 

 

Consultation and Collaboration  

A key component of the planning process has 
been to meet and discuss with individual sports 
administrators and representatives what they 
see as the key issues facing their codes in 
regard to facilities and infrastructure.  
Understanding the sport and recreations 
groups perspective on Councils role in regard 
to provision of facilities has helped to develop 
some of the potential longer term solutions 
presented within this plan.  

In addition to this, the sport and recreation 
groups were able to articulate where they felt 
the opportunities for the Marlborough 
community lay with regard to future 
development of sporting infrastructure. 

The groups that participated in these 
discussions were those whose infrastructure 
requirements were predominately outdoor and 
land based. In addition to this, discussions took 
place with the Region’s secondary schools the 
A & P Society as well as the Tasman Regional 
Trust to gain their perspective as to the key 
issues and opportunities faced by the 
Marlborough Region. 

The information gathered through this process 
has been collated into a series of individual 
information templates. These templates have 
been distributed to the representatives of each 
code for confirmation of the information 
contained prior to publication within this plan. 

 

 

The following codes have been involved in the 
development of the regional facilities plan to 
date. 

� Athletics 
� Cricket 
� Cycling including 

o BMX 
o Mountain Biking 
o Road Cycling 
o Track Cycling 

� Equestrian including 
o Dressage 
o Polo 
o Showjumping 

� Football 
� Harriers 
� Hockey  
� Motocross 
� Multisport 
� Netball 
� Orienteering 
� Rugby Union 
� Softball 
� Touch 
� Tennis 
 

In addition to these codes, several other 
interested parties were spoken to throughout 
the development of the plan. After the 
information from the codes was collated, 
National sporting body information was also 
analysed to compare local information with 
objectives issues and opportunities identified 
regionally and nationally. 
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Individual Code Templates 
 
The information within these sections has 
been collated via consultation with the 
sporting body, or persons representing the 
sporting body. Every effort has been 
extended to ensure that the comments were 
recorded fairly and accurately represents 
those of the sporting body represented. 

Athletics 
New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 

Athletics New Zealand have identified a 
strategic vision for athletics that is “a sport 
that has sustainable income, increased 
participants, pathways for athletes-coaches-
officials, improved profile and continued 
performance success” in the document “An 
Enhanced Athletics NZ – July 2010”.   

This document heralded a transformation of 
Athletics New Zealand, with the aim of 
making athletics: 

− Much bigger & more diverse in its 
‘membership’ offerings; 

− Wider in its range of programmes, 
products and services; 

− Higher in profile in the life of New 
Zealanders; 

− An agile organisation able to recognise & 
take advantage of new opportunities; 

− A strong participant focused sport with a 
sense of ‘team’ at grassroots & national 
level. 

 
Introduction 
The basis of Athletics in New Zealand is the 
eleven regional centres and the clubs in each 
of those regions.  In addition to these 
organisations, Athletics New Zealand works 
with affiliates such as the New Zealand 
Children’s Athletics Association to provide 
competitions and coaching programmes. 

There are two clubs in the Marlborough 
Region – children and seniors (15 years and 
over). 

 

The Region has seen a large attrition rate of 
intermediate and college students.   

 

Membership numbers are now at 
approximately 90, down from 160 members 
15 years ago.  However, there are still good 
numbers of under 10 year olds. Motueka / 
Golden Bay athletic numbers have 
increased. Nationally, numbers have been 
decreasing. 

CODE ATHLETICS 

PARENT BODY Athletics  
New Zealand 

REGIONAL BODY Athletics Tasman 
MARLBOROUGH 
ATHLETICS CLUBS 

Marlborough 
Athletics 

REGISTERED 
MEMBERS (2010) 

Seniors  Juniors 

8 79 
MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS 

Decreasing 

NATIONAL TRENDS Decreasing 5 

 
Facilities 
Athletics in Marlborough is based at Athletic 
Park, which is relatively centrally located.  
The club is required to maintain the athletic 
track, with the exception of mowing, which is 
undertaken by Marlborough District Council. 

New Zealand Athletics is slowly progressing 
towards all competitions being held on 
artificial all weather tracks.   

The predominant users are children from the 
juniors club up to the 12-year-old age bracket 
and then numbers decline significantly. In 
addition to this, the facility is used by schools 
for school athletic carnivals. 

The support facilities such as changing 
rooms and storage facilities located at the 
ground are in average to poor condition. 

Athletic Park also houses the current cycling 
velodrome.  Marlborough Athletics reports 
that there is currently no conflict in usage 
with other users.  

                                                        

5 Pg 4 An Enhanced Athletics NZ.  July 2010. 



 

Page 17 

Facilities continued 

 
Key Issues and Opportunities 

 Issues recorded: Response 

1 
Number of members decreasing steadily 
over the last few years. 

Athletics don’t appear to be visible 
enough within the community.  Relocate 
to Lansdowne Park where they will be 
exposed to a wider range of potential. 

2 Cannot attract regional games (Colgate). Will require an artificial surface installed 
to attract visitors to Blenheim for games. 

3 Limited volunteer administration. Would be a good candidate for regional 
administration model. 

4 
Inability to manage field maintenance 
requirements. 

Lack of volunteer members to complete 
tasks. Likely to continue unless an 
artificial surface is installed. 

 

 Opportunities identified Response 

1 Marlborough Athletics would consider 
moving to a new location. 

Council consider development of an 
artificial athletics track at Lansdowne 
Park.  This would have wide usage by 
regional schools as well as the athletics 
club.  There is also an increasing trend 
for elite athletes in various codes to train 
and rehabilitate from injury on athletic 
facilities.  Most medium to large size 
communities are installing, or currently 
have, artificial athletic facilities for 
community use. 
An artificial surface will remove 
maintenance responsibility from the 
volunteer base meaning they can focus 
on athlete development. 

2 Would see shared administration as a 
positive step. 

Administration of athletics and the facility 
could be managed by a regional sports 
administration entity. 

 
Relevant Venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number  
Athletic Park 72 
Lansdowne Park 81,82 

CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES 

Athletic Park, 
Blenheim 

Full Size Other 
1- includes long jump run up 
and field for throwing events. 

Velodrome; change rooms and 
storage. 
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Cricket 
 

New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
New Zealand Cricket Strategic Plan (2007 – 
2011) ‘Pushing Beyond Boundaries’ was 
developed on a strategic framework linking 
New Zealand Cricket’s vision for the sport to 
their purpose, goals and priorities. 

The vision is that “cricket is a vibrant game, 
inspiring New Zealand through 
outstanding performance”.   

The goals to be achieved by 2011 are; 

− The BLACKCAPS and White Ferns are 
sustainably number one or two in the 
world and regularly win world 
tournaments and series. 

− Public interest in cricket increase year on 
year. 

− Player numbers increase progressively, 
with over 100,000 people in New Zealand 
playing cricket. 

− Revenues and reserves have increased 
to meet specified targets. 

Grass roots cricket throughout New Zealand 
has over 100,000 registered players. 

Introduction 
Marlborough Cricket is a sub district of 
Central Districts cricket association, being 
the southern most Association, along with the 
neighboring Nelson District.   

Senior player numbers in Marlborough have 
declined in recent years, but have been fairly 
stable over the last 10 years.  Junior 
numbers have seen a 50% increase in 
2009/2010, and kiwi cricket numbers are up 
100%. 

The Marlborough Cricket Association has 
produced a 3 year development plan, 
‘Marlborough Cricket Association Kiwi Sport 
3 Year Development Plan for 2010-2012’, to 
attract more junior players into the sport. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Facilities 
Cricket is played at 7 parks in the 
Marlborough Region; 

− Horton Park 
− Oliver Park 
− Endeavour Park (Picton) 
− Renwick Domain 
− Seddon Domain 
− Nelson Square (Picton) 
− College Park. 

The parks have a combination of grass and 
artificial wickets. 

Horton Park is the home of cricket in 
Marlborough and in the past has been used 
for international and first class cricket 
matches.  It has three wicket blocks, with 
overlapping boundaries.  An artificial wicket 
has recently been added to the No. 3 block 
and a well appreciated, although small, 
pavilion exists. 

Oliver Park is the second most important 
venue for cricket in Blenheim, containing 3 
grounds.  The pavilion facilities are limited 
due to access difficulties. 

CODE:   CRICKET 

PARENT BODY:  NZ Cricket 
REGIONAL 
BODY: 

Central Districts - 
Marlborough. 

MARLBOROUGH 
CRICKET 
CLUBS: 

- Celtic Cricket Club; 
- Moutere Cricket Club; 
- Old Melburnians’ Cricket Club; 
- Picton Cricket Club; 
- Renwick Cricket Club; 
- Wairau Cricket Club; 
- Wairau Valley Cricket Club. 

REGISTERED 
PLAYERS:  

2009/2010:  
Seniors = 225 (15 teams) 
Juniors = 441 (28 teams + kiwi 
Picton cricket) 
Social = 50 (5 teams) 

MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS:  

Slight decline in senior 
numbers, but large growth in 
junior numbers. 

NATIONAL 
TRENDS 

An increase in participation for 
5th year in row (2008/09).  
104,000 registered participants 
nationally. 
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The redevelopment of Endeavour Park, 
Picton, has provided the region with one 
grass wicket block and one artificial wicket.  
Currently there is no pavilion and limited 
toilet facilities. 

Renwick Domain has one wicket, with the 
potential for a 2nd ground.   

College Park, Blenheim, has a new artificial 
wicket and 3-bay practice nets are proposed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES 

College Park, Blenheim 
Natural Artificial 

0 1 

Endeavour Park, Picton 
Natural Artificial 

1 1 

Renwick Domain, Renwick 
Natural Artificial 

0 1 

Horton Park, Blenheim 
Natural Artificial 

3 1 

Oliver Park, Blenheim 
Natural Artificial 

3  

Nelson Square 
Natural Artificial 

0 1 

Ward Domain 
Natural Artificial 

 1 

Total Number (Current) 7 6 

Estimated capacity  Full.  In particular, growth experienced in children’s grades will place 
pressure on adult size facilities as the players mature. 
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Key Issues and Opportunities 
 

 Issues recorded: Response 

1 
Capacity of grounds will be stretched if 
growth continues in the junior grade 
numbers. 

Council will need to develop new facilities in 
time to capitalise on growth potential of the 
sport at the community level. 

2 

There is a conflict with other codes 
encroaching on cricket’s use of facilities. 

Cricket is the summer sport most commonly 
affected, throughout New Zealand, by the 
extension of traditional winter codes 
extended seasons.  Can cause safety issues 
for participants when both active. 

3 There is a shortage of practice facilities. Will increase as strong growth in juniors 
matures. 

4 

Is difficult to stage major games at Horton 
Park. 

Horton Park no longer utilised for 1st class 
fixtures.  Nelson has developed a first class 
venue at Saxton Oval.   
It is unlikely that Blenheim will host 1st class 
cricket in the near future with the current 
facilities on offer. 

5 No indoor practice facilities. Nowhere for elite skills development for 
young players during winter months. 

6 
Substandard facilities able to host 
tournaments. 

All parks with more than one wicket block 
have various boundary sizes and are 
predominately overlapping.  Consider long-
term development of a new ground. 

7 
Poor quality of some natural surfaces. Marlborough has a high number of natural 

surfaces.  Possibly need to consider 
replacing with artificial where appropriate, in 
particular for social and junior grades. 

 

 Opportunities identified Response 
1 Development plan in place to attract more 

junior players to cricket 
Large increase in numbers being 
experienced.  Marlborough should develop a 
dedicated facility to ensure that the 
opportunity is maximised.  Opportunity for 
this exists if Polo moves to a new 2-field 
facility.  This would create a unique 
opportunity to develop 4 full size ovals at the 
Rewi Murray Polo Ground.  Rewi Polo suffer 
significantly from poor winter conditions and 
is closed to play for most of the winter 
months, making it an ideal location to 
dedicate to cricket. 

2 Hosting representative cricket 
 

The best and most economically beneficial 
opportunity for Marlborough will be to 
develop facilities that can host significant age 
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group tournaments.  
As there are 6 regions in New Zealand 
domestic cricket, a 4-wicket venue is an ideal 
model for hosting. 

3 A business house mid-week competition with 
up to 8 teams from the end of October to 
February 

As above, ideally this will be played at one 
venue.  Rewi Murray Polo would be an ideal 
solution.  The adjacent Bowling Club also 
offers the opportunity for after match social 
activities as well. 

4  Player development Marlborough’s climate offers an ideal 
location for elite development through the 
junior and youth grades, as well as a 
preparation centre for representative teams.  
Addition of an indoor centre, either at Horton 
Park, or the potential development at Rewi 
Murray Polo, would add significant value to 
this player development.  Opportunities for 
joint venture or a Public-Private-Partnership 
development of this facility should be 
explored.  A facility such as this could also 
be used by other codes, as all codes are 
struggling with adequate training facilities. 

 
Relevant Venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
Endeavour Park 76 
Horton Park 80 
Oliver Park 84, 85, 86 
Renwick Park 87, 88 
Rewi Murray Polo ground 89 
Seddon Park 91 



 

Page 22 

Cycling 
 

New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 

Bike NZ Strategic Plan – Whole of Bike 
Strategy  

The new strategic plan sees the organisation 
focus on teaching more people to ride safely 
by developing programmes and pathways 
from recreation to the world stage that allow 
all New Zealanders and their families to 
embrace cycling throughout their lives. 
 
Bike NZ’s vision of “A Nation Embracing 
Cycling” remains the same as the previous 
plan, however, a new set of strategic 
objectives have been developed: 

− Creating a strong cycling culture in 
New Zealand; 

− Building capability within our 
community; 

− Creating champions at all levels in all 
forms of cycling; 

− Creating sustainable revenue streams 
to invest in cycling. 

 
Marlborough District Council Walking and 
Cycling Strategy (2010) 
Marlborough District Council’s vision for 
walking and cycling as expressed in this 
strategy is that “Marlborough people and 
visitors walk and cycle safety for travel, 
health and enjoyment”. 
 
The objectives of the strategy are; 

1. To encourage and support people in 
Marlborough to choose walking and 
cycling for an active and healthy 
lifestyle. 

2. To develop a safe, convenient and 
attractive travel network for walking 
and cycling. 

3. To ensure that all relevant strategies, 
policies, plans and practices for 
Marlborough include and support 
walking and cycling. 

 

 

 

 
Introduction 
Cycling has become an extremely popular 
recreational activity throughout New Zealand, 
and Marlborough is no exception.  A large 
number of Marlborough residents participate 
in all forms of cycling; mountain biking, road 
cycling, track cycling and BMX (mostly on a 
casual, recreational level).  Cycling was 
identified as the 4th most popular sport and 
recreation activity for people in the SPARC 
Tasman Region (top of the south) and the 5th 
most popular sport and recreation activity for 
New Zealanders in SPARC’s Active NZ 
Survey 2007/08. 

 

 

CODE CYCLING (Road, Track, 
BMX & Mountain biking) 

PARENT BODY Bike NZ 
MARLBOROUGH 
CYCLING 
CLUBS: 

- Marlborough Cycling Club 
(Blenheim); 
- Nelson Cycling Club 
(Nelson); 
-Tasman Wheelers 
(Richmond, Nelson); 
-Marlborough Mountain Bike 
Club (Blenheim). 

REGIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS  

2010 
Slow growth in club 
membership.  
Registered Cycling 
Marlborough Members =170 
Sunday rec bunch riders = 
approximately 400. 
Significant growth in casual 
participation (unregistered). 
Up to 80 people regularly 
ride on the track at athletic 
Park including junior, senior 
and veterans. Some children 
also use the track for casual 
riding. 

NATIONAL 
TRENDS 

7,000 licensed competitive 
cyclists. 
Slow growth in licensed 
riders; rapid growth in 
recreational riders. 
Rapid growth in school 
cycling participation. 
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Local Cycling Activity 
There are three cycling clubs in the SPARC 
Tasman Region and these clubs run road 
and track races through summer and winter. 

Cycling Marlborough runs both road and 
track events.  Road racing happens 
throughout the year with Saturday afternoon 
races from late February until October and 
Wednesday night events over the summer 
months.  There are also training rides every 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday.  The club 
hosts a schools tour each year that attracts 
around 200 entries bringing people from 
Dunedin to Hamilton. 

Track racing occurs from October to March 
including regular weekly sessions, occasional 
weekend events for interclub or centre 
championships.  There is also a Friday night 
training session during this time with a 
backup night of Sunday for bad weather or 
extra training.  There is a “Kids on Bikes” 
session, which is also on Monday evenings 
prior to racing.  The track also gets used 
during the rest of the year for training, motor 
pacing and coaching clinics.  Club track 
events and training regularly attract up to 80 
riders including both junior and senior riders 
as well as Kids on Bikes participants. 

The Marlborough Sunday Bunch Riders is an 
informal club that has a mailing list of over 
400 members.  They have rides on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays 
throughout the year and regularly get 100 
people participating on a Sunday morning. 
They also act as a hub to organise 
participation in recreational events such as 
the ‘Grape Ride’, ‘Source to Sea’ and Round 
Taupo. 

The Marlborough Mountain Bike Club has 
approximately 175 members and club events 
regularly attract 30 – 40 riders.  One-off 
adventure races and recreational riding have 
seen large increases in participation 
numbers.   

Local participation events have seen an 
increase in both the number of events and 
the number of people competing in them.  
The Grape Ride is the largest and has a field 
that is capped at 2,500 many of whom are 
visitors to the region.   

Events include: 

• Grape-Ride (road) 
• Moa Hunt (MTB) 
• Rotoiti to Renwick (road) 
• Rainbow Rage (MTB) 
• Hanmer to Blenheim (MTB/ Road) 
• South Island Schools Tour 
• South Island Mountain Bike 

Championships 
• Cape Campbell challenge (MTB). 

Facilities 
Track 

Blenheim has an outdated cycling track in 
the form of a lightly banked 454 metre.  It 
was originally built in the late 1950’s to 
commemorate the Marlborough Centennial in 
1959.  The track and the fence are both in 
poor condition requiring a significant amount 
of expenditure both to halt the deterioration 
of the riding surface, due to cracking and 
weed growth, and also to make the venue 
safe.  Tracks built in the last thirty years are 
both shorter and more steeply banked and 
local riders are at a disadvantage at 
championship events due to the higher 
speeds and different tactics employed on 
modern tracks.  The structure of the track is 
inferior to those offered by other 
communities. 

A group of Marlborough cycle enthusiasts, 
with the backing of the clubs, have submitted 
a proposal for the development of a new 
facility near the entrance to the Wither Hills 
MTB Park on Taylor Pass Road.  The 
proposed development would see the 
creation of a modern outdoor velodrome 
(similar to a recent development in Mosgiel) 
and a dedicated BMX facility.  The group 
aspires to run competitive and recreational 
programmes from the facility similar to those 
run at the Invercargill ILT Velodrome. 

Road 

Road racing is held on public roads 
throughout the year.  Many of the races use 
the Benmorven, Hawkesbury, Rapaura and 
Condors Bends circuits, but also take in the 
State Highways, Waihopai and North Bank 
roads and the occasional use of the Go Kart 
Club Track. 

Mountain Biking 
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Wither Hills Farm Park and the Taylor River 
trail provides the majority of mountain biking 
tracks in the Blenheim area.   

Queen Charlotte Track is also open for 
mountain biking.  

The Wither Hills MTB Park is the 
predominant facility consisting mainly of 
intermediate to advanced cross-country trails 
and is easily accessed by a short ride from 
the town centre.  Construction of trails for 
beginner riders has commenced in more 
recent times. 

Mountain bike tracks have also been 
constructed at Conders Bend, with 5-6 
kilometres of a planned 10 kilometres, 
already built.  Marlborough Mountain Bike 
has plans to develop a “learn to ride” facility 
at this location. 

BMX 

There is currently no dedicated BMX facility 
of competition standard in the Marlborough 
area. Local BMX representatives have joined 
with the group promoting a new facility near 
the entrance to the Wither Hills MTB Park.

 
Key Issues and Opportunities 

 Issues recorded: Response 

1 

Road cycling issues are largely based 
around the safety of riders on Marlborough 
roads.   
The road layout, road width, road surface 
maintenance and the presence of road 
structures (e.g., cat eyes, barriers, rumble 
strips) all make cycling hazardous and 
impact on people’s decisions to take part 
in cycling. 

Marlborough District Council’s Walking and 
Cycling Strategy objectives 1 and 2 aim to 
address these concerns. 

2 

The track at Athletic Park is in need of 
significant maintenance and renewal 
investment to halt deterioration and 
provide a safe riding environment. 

Council has some capital funding budgeted, 
and Cycling Marlborough have a sum of money 
tagged for this purpose, however they wish to 
see a new facility at Wither Hills progress and 
have earmarked the funds to progress this 
further. 

3 Limited numbers of members of Cycling 
Marlborough Club ride track exclusively. 
Most involved in multi disciplines. 

Proposed new track would allow the club to 
attract/target juniors to the sport.  Many others 
use the track for training purposes. 

4 Increasing number of people ‘socially 
riding’ but not necessarily joining 
clubs/racing. 

Proposed new track would provide a safe 
environment, away from traffic issues to 
participate in cycling. 

5 

Disconnection between the two main 
mountain biking areas, i.e., Withers Hills 
Farm Park and Condors Bend.  

Council should not support continued 
development of disconnected and fractured 
infrastructure that is not part of an overall 
council endorsed plan.  Ideally all trails will be 
initially built at Wither Hills Farm Park, ensuring 
that it caters for all levels of ability, and offers a 
range of experiences including Learn to Ride.  
Despite this, council should support localised 

CURRENT FACILITIES 
Athletic Park (Track)  

Wither Hills Farm Park (Mountain biking) 
4.2km Beginner 

13.5km Intermediate 
1.1 km Advanced 

Condors Bend (Mountain biking) 6km of beginner trails 
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facilities in the satellite towns such as Renwick 
to enable easy access for recreation for locals.  
However, if expensive infrastructure such as 
car parking Is required council should develop 
this at one key facility.  This will lessen the 
requirement for maintenance expenditure and 
ensure that the full value of the investment is 
realised. 

6 
No BMX Facility. Noted.  There is a growing level of interest in 

developing a competition level BMX facility, 
preferably associated to the proposed new 
velodrome and the Mountain Bike Park. 

 

 Opportunities identified Response 
1 Cycling Marlborough is keen to develop a 

‘Bike Marlborough’ concept and facility, 
bringing the cycling codes together to share 
facilities and administrative resources. 

The idea is sound at the conceptual level.   
Adequate land exists adjacent to the 
entrance to the Wither Hills Farm Park.  The 
bike consortia have submitted to council for 
support for this process. 

2 There are large numbers of recreational road 
riders, and social riding is consistently 
increasing. 

Cycling is the 4th most popular sport and 
recreation activity for people in the Tasman 
Region and the 5th most popular sport and 
recreation activity for New Zealanders 
(SPARC’s Active NZ Survey 2007/08). 
Marlborough District Council should continue 
to support this activity as it is delivering many 
of its key community outcomes. 

3 The Grape Ride held in Marlborough (now 
part of the Bike NZ National Point Series) 
attracts large numbers of recreational riders. 

Marlborough District Council should continue 
to support this as it has economic benefit for 
local businesses.  

4 BMX is experiencing a large growth in 
participation numbers nationally. 
A new BMX facility would allow a club to 
establish it self.  BMX is a recognized 
gateway to other forms of cycling as well as 
having representative opportunities of its 
own. 

Marlborough cannot benefit from this activity 
boom in NZ until facilities are developed.   
BMX facilities are cheap facilities to develop 
relative to other formalised sports fields and 
offer the opportunity to host organised as 
well as informal recreation options. 

5 Cycling Marlborough has prepared a 
proposal to construct a new velodrome at 
Wither Hills Bike Park to replace the current 
track, which requires significant renewal. 
Supporters of the development of a new 
facility believe that a new velodrome will 
provide a great opportunity to increase 
numbers participating at all levels of track 
cycling.  There has been an expression of 
interest from participants of international 
teams to come and base themselves here 
during their winter (our summer) to train on 
both the road and track if we had a new 
track. There would be potential benefits to 
both local cycling and also the wider 
community 

Council should support this proposal at the 
concept level.  If completed it will offer a 
unique facility to the local community.  In 
addition to this, it will generate an opportunity 
to host unique events covering several 
disciplines of the sport.  Many cyclists cross 
over the codes and the opportunity to do this 
in one place is very unique.  However 
significant top quality velodrome investment 
is being made in larger NZ centres. 
Attracting elite events and teams is 
considered ambitious.  Council should 
consider its support carefully as the proposal 
has a relatively high risk of investment.  
Council could consider supporting the 
process in principal by conditionally 
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allocating the land for the proposed purpose 
in the first instance, followed by other 
support should the development entity reach 
prescribed milestones.   

 
Relevant Venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
Athletic Park 72 
Conders Bend 75 
Wither Hills Farm Park 92, 93 
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Equestrian 
 
New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
Equestrian Sports New Zealand (ESNZ) is 
the governing body for all sporting equestrian 
related activity within New Zealand, covering 
the following disciplines; dressage, 
endurance, eventing, show jumping and 
para-eventing. 

ESNZ have a current strategic plan in place, 
dated 2006- 2012, and this plan focuses on 
eight key factors; 

− Leadership 
− High Performance 
− Membership 
− Financial 
− People 
− Commercialisation 
− Communication 
− Discipline unity. 

Polo is administered by the parent 
association, Polo New Zealand. The 
Blenheim Polo Club is affiliated to the South 
Island Association.  

Introduction 
ESNZ has identified organisational 
challenges and opportunities within this 
strategy.  The following is listed as both an 
opportunity and a challenge; 

 “Strongly independent discipline structures.” 

The equestrian codes within the Marlborough 
region have joined forces in order to promote 
the various codes within the district.  One of 
the key challenges facing the codes is the 
lack of facilities.  The codes believe that this 
is having a significant effect on the security 
and growth potential of the sport in the 
region.   

In addition to this, they have identified that 
the region is missing out on significant 
economic opportunities by the inability to 
host events. Equestrian participants and 
supporters travel constantly as an everyday 
consequence of the nature of the sport and 
therefore add economic value wherever the 
event is held.  Collectively ES Marlborough 
have submitted on several occasions the 
desire to identify a permanent home.  

 

 

ESNZ has more than 5,000 registered 
members with over 2,000 of those being 
Dressage New Zealand members. 

Dressage is predominately a female sport 
(90%) and caters for all age groups (member 
ages range from 10 – 70 years).  The 14-21 
years age group has seen huge increases in 
numbers over the past few years.7 

Facilities 
An aim of this plan is to identify a suitable 
location for the housing of equestrian sports 
in the Marlborough District.  Historically a few 
equestrian events have been held at the A & 
P Park in urban Blenheim.  Increasing 
pressure from the growth of every day large 
participant sporting codes, such as football, 
has meant that this is no longer a practical 
option.  In more recent times ES 
Marlborough activities have been occurring 
at Water Lea Racecourse, however, this is 
no longer available. Polo has been played 
within Blenheim for many years at the Rewi 
Murray Polo Ground.  

 

                                                        
6 Extract from Marlborough Show jumping- Annual plan 
submission 2010 
7 All ESNZ information source from nzequestrian.org.nz 

CODE EQUESTRIAN (Polo; 
Dressage; Eventing; 
Show Jumping) 

PARENT BODY -Equestrian Sports   
 New Zealand 
-Polo New Zealand 
 -NZ Pony Club 

REGIONAL CLUBS  ESNZ Marlborough 
Showjumping Group 
Marlborough Dressage 
Marlborough Horse 
Trials 
Marlborough Pony Club 
Blenheim Polo Club 

MEMBERS 3000 across all 
disciplines6.  

REGIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS 

Membership numbers 
relatively static in recent 
years. 

NATIONAL 
TRENDS 

Membership numbers 
relatively static in recent 
years. 
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CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES 

Polo Rewi Polo Grounds 1 Field – Not regulation size due to lack of 
width for run off. 

Show Jumping Nil 
Dressage Nil 

Pony Clubs Blenheim Branch, Awatere Branch, Renwick and Marshlands. 

Estimated capacity  Insufficient.   
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Key Issues and Opportunities 

 Issues recorded: Response 

1 

Large areas of land are required for all 
equestrian disciplines. 
Other facilities required include; water, 
stables, power, free draining soils and flat 
land. 

Evaluate all river reserve land that meets 
criteria provided by the ES Marlborough 
group. 

2 
Show jumping cannot use the same field 
space as polo, due to damage and frequent 
use by polo, but could use the same 
complex. 

As above – consider.  

3 

Lack of facilities is having a real impact on 
the sport and also resulting in lost 
opportunities for Marlborough to host 
significant events. 

As above. 

3 
Polo grounds are specific and need to be 
exclusive use. 

Ideal site for all equestrian disciplines must 
be large enough to accommodate differing 
discipline requirements. 

4 
Polo is interested in a second field at another 
location for the ability to hold larger events. 

Polo unlikely to consider a move away from 
Rewi Murray Field unless anew complex 
offers 2 full size polo grounds developed to 
current standard or better. 

 
 Opportunities identified Response 
1 Equestrian disciplines recognise 

opportunities in sharing complex/facilities. 
Opportunity exists to develop a unique 
equestrian park capable of hosting significant 
events. 

2 Increase number of Polo grounds.  If 2 can 
be identified, Polo will be able to host 
significant events that currently cannot be 
accommodated in the South Island. 

As above.   

 
Relevant Venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
Equestrian Park: Botham’s Bend 77 
Equestrian Precinct: Polo 78 
Rewi Murray Polo Park  89 
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Football 
 
New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
New Zealand Football has produced a 
strategic plan for football in New Zealand 
2009-2011.  The vision from this plan for 
football in New Zealand is “to achieve 
incredible performances on and off the 
field”. 

From this vision, New Zealand Football has 
set out 4 goals; 

1. Align our sport and lead the game. 
2. Organisational and financial 

sustainability. 
3. Grow the game. 
4. Develop world-class players, coaches 

and referees. 

Introduction 
Marlborough Football is a regional entity 
under the administration of Mainland Football 
based in Christchurch. 

They have seen player numbers show a 
general upward growth with the number of 
en’s teams increasing and junior numbers 
remaining consistent over the years.   

The football season runs from 1st April 
through to the end of August.  A summer 
league is also played in the Marlborough 
region placing demand on facilities during 
summer periods as well. 

Marlborough Football employs a local 
General Manager to administer day-to-day 
requirements.  Mainland Football has a 
governance board in place.  Marlborough 
Football has an active strategic plan focused 
on 4 key areas; 

� Alignment and leadership; 
� Organisational sustainability; 
� Grow the game; 
� Development of quality players. 

Facilities 
Football is played across numerous venues 
in the wider Marlborough district. 

 

 

 

A & P Park is considered the main ground for 
football in Blenheim, with football fields also 
located at; 

− Renwick Domain, Renwick; 
− Endeavour Park, Picton; 
− Oliver Park, Blenheim. 

With the exception of Endeavour Park 
facilities are considered to be in average to 
poor condition with little or no drainage.  
There is a lack of floodlit venues for training, 
as well as ancillary facilities for clubrooms 
and equipment storage. 

CODE FOOTBALL 

PARENT BODY New Zealand Football 
REGIONAL 
BODY 

Mainland Football / 
Marlborough Football Inc. 

MARLBOROUGH 
FOOTBALL 
CLUBS 

− Blenheim Valley Sports 
inc; 

− Central Soccer Club; 
− Linkwater Community 

Sports Club; 
− Marlborough Girls’ 

College;  
− Picton Football Club 
− Rangers AFC; 
− Redwood Football Club; 
− Renwick Junior Soccer 

Club; 
− Trojans; 
− Woodbourne Senior 

Football Club. 
REGISTERED 
PLAYERS 

2010 
Winter 
Season 
2010 

1,197 

Summer 
Season  
Term 4 
2009 

476  
Juniors = 392 
Youth/adults=84 

Winter 
Season 
Term 1 
2010 

413 
Juniors=329 
Youth/adults=84 

MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS 

Anecdotal growth. 

NATIONWIDE 
TRENDS 

Trends not available. 
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Key Issues and Opportunities 

 
 Issues recorded: Response 

1 
Lack of all weather playing fields – 
impacts on competitions. 

Council to consider upgrade of facilities or 
provision of more fields so that play can be 
rotated, with some fields left fallow for periods for 
recovery. 

2 Lack of training facilities. Council to consider upgraded training facilities. 

3 Playing fields are at capacity. As per 1, increase capacity or upgrade to manage 
capacity increase. 

4 Pre season park allocation for training 
is a problem. 

Develop a home of football where 12 month 
access is provided. 

5 

Lack of dedicated facility/clubrooms 
with storage. 

As above, once home of football is developed.   
Note: Not considered a candidate for relocation to 
Lansdowne Park due to space constraints.  Likely 
location is Oliver Park. Would require relocation of 
cricket wickets to provide 12 month access. 

6 
No dedicated administration centre.  Ideally this would be located at the ‘home of 

football’ in terms of playing field location for ease 
of competition management and hosting of 
tournaments.  Likely location is Oliver Park. 

7 
Football is now a year round activity – 
have to move locations seasonally, for 
playing & means moving all equipment, 
etc. 

 

 

CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES 

Oliver Park, Blenheim 
Full Size Other 

2 1 x 3/4, 2 x ½ 

Renwick Domain, Renwick 
Full Size Other 

1 1 x 3/4, 1 x ½, 2 x ¼ 

A & P Park, Blenheim 
Full Size Other 

4 1 x 3/4, 1 x ½, 2 x ¼  

College Park, Blenheim 
Full Size Other 

1 0 

Endeavour Park, Picton 
Full Size Other 

1 1 x 3/4, 1 x ½ 2 x ¼  

Estimated Capacity  At capacity in fine conditions.  Over capacity for training. 
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 Opportunities identified Response 
1 Home of football Oliver Park is seen as the best option to 

develop the administration / clubrooms.  An 
adequate building is already present.   
This will require relocation of cricket to Rewi 
Polo, once polo moves on to the Equestrian 
Park.  Development of this idea will cement 
Marlborough as a location of choice for age 
group tournaments as facilities dedicated all 
year.   
Another option is to create this opportunity at   
A & P; however, existing built facilities are 
not as good for administration and dedicated 
community clubrooms. Summer festival 
demand at A&P Park also creates difficulties 
for summer sport. 

2 The successes of All Whites and national 
women’s teams have raised awareness of 
football in New Zealand. 

Likely that there will be a significant increase 
in junior numbers.  Opportunity to increase 
physical activity levels in young persons if 
facilities can respond to demand. 

3 Whole of Football Plan – to be implemented 
from 2011.  May impact on requirements. 

 

 
Relevant venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
A & P Park 70, 71 
College Park 74 
Endeavour Park 76 
Oliver Park 84, 85, 86 
Renwick Domain 87, 88 
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Harriers, Orienteering & Multisport 
 

New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 

Triathlon / Multi-Sport 
Triathlon New Zealand is the national 
governing body for the sports of triathlon, 
duathlon, and multisport.  Triathlon New 
Zealand have produced a 5 year strategic 
plan with the vision “To fulfil triathlons 
participation potential”, by achieving the 
following outcomes; 

1. Pathways:  People find it easy to get 
into the sport and are inspired to 
participate for life; 

2. Profile:  More kiwis become triathlon 
fans and find the inspiration to 
participate. 

3. Performance:  We have world 
champion heroes. 

4. Organisation Capability:  We become 
a world class NSO. 

 
Orienteering 
The New Zealand Orienteering Federation 
have prepared a strategic plan “Finding our 
way II” Strategic Plan for the Sport of 
Orienteering (2005 – 2008).   
Vision of the plan is “All New Zealanders will 
recognise Orienteering as a genuine sport or 
recreation, and will have the opportunity to 
experience and enjoy it”.   

The plan identifies 4 strategic goals: 

1. Increase Public Awareness 
2. Increase Membership & Participation 
3. Improve Competitive Performance 
4. Raise the performance of 

Management. 

Introduction 
The Marlborough Harriers Club has 
approximately 90 – 100 members.  The club 
organises a small number of events, mostly 
held on council land or roads.  They also 
organize regular pack runs over winter and 
these attract 12 – 20 regulars. 

The Marlborough Orienteering Club has 
between 50 – 60 members.  Membership has 
been increasing slightly over the last few 

years.  School curriculum now includes 
orienteering, so the club may see a flow on 
affect on membership numbers. 

The club usually hosts monthly events and 
organises 3 events throughout the year in 
combination with the Nelson Orienteering 
Club.  The club also combines events with 
Air Force. 

 

Marlborough Triathlon and Multisport Club 
currently have approximately 35 members. 

It is affiliated with Triathlon NZ and in recent 
times, the club has focused on triathlon type 
events.   

The club suffers from a lack of swim facilities 
in the Blenheim area. 

CODE HARRIERS, 
ORIENTEERING & 
MULTISPORT 

PARENT 
BODY 

Triathlon New Zealand  
New Zealand Orienteering 
Federation. 

REGIONAL 
BODY 

Orienteering- South Island 
Region. 
Marlborough Multisport 
affiliated to Tri NZ. 
Marlborough Harriers – 
disaffiliated. 

MARLBOROU
GH CLUBS 

- Marlborough Triathlon and 
Multisport Club. 
- Marlborough Harrier Club. 
- Marlborough Orienteering 
Club 

REGISTERED 
MEMBERS 

Multisport = 35 
Harriers = 90 - 100 
Orienteering = 50 - 60 

REGIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS 

Orienteering membership 
slightly increasing. 

NATIONAL 
TRENDS 

Multi-sport (triathlon) 
participation rates are 
increasing. 
Orienteering has experienced 
a generally stable 
membership over 4 years 
(2001-2004), but increased 
participation with significant 
growth in secondary school 
participation. 
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Facilities 
The Marlborough Harriers Club uses 
Redwood Town Community Centre at Oliver 
Park. 

The Marlborough Orienteering Club reported 
that it does not currently have a base or 
clubrooms.  Events are run out of a trailer 
and utilise council and private land.  Some 
events held at Wither Hills Farm Park. 

Marlborough Triathlon and Multisport Club 
reported that they do not currently have a 

base or clubrooms.  Events are held at a 
number of locations including Wither Hills 
Farm Park.  The club has been focusing on 
triathlon type events, however this is 
becoming increasingly difficult due to the 
event logistics, e.g., traffic management, 
health and safety requirements, etc. 

The club envisage shared facilities at Wither 
Hills Farm Park, including toilets, power, 
shower, storage facilities.  Other codes such 
as harriers, orienteering and mountain biking 
have similar requirements. 

 

 

CURRENT FACILITIES 
Oliver Park Meetings Only  
Opawa River Multisport Kayak 
Wither Hills Farm Park Events 



 

The following information has been provided by the sporting body, or persons representing the sporting body, during consultation for the 
development of this plan.  Every effort has been extended to ensure that the comments were recorded fairly and accurately represents those of 
the sporting body represented. 
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Key Issues and Opportunities 

 
 Issues recorded: Response 

1 Small number of members for all three 
groups. 

Consider amalgamation, either complete or 
partial, for administration. 

2 
Orienteering Club does not have a base or 
clubrooms, or space to store equipment. 

Potential to use a shared facility at Wither 
Hills Farm Park, should the Cycle Park 
option progress. 

3 
Multisport Club does not currently have a 
base or clubrooms, or space to store 
equipment. 

As above. 

4 
Multisport Club are finding it more difficult to 
organise events due to the event logistics, 
e.g., traffic management, health and safety 
requirements etc. 

Consider amalgamation with Road Cycling 
group. 

 
 Opportunities identified Response 

1 Good synergy with other similar codes, e.g., 
multisport, mountain biking, lends to the 
clubs sharing combined facilities at Wither 
Hills Farm Park. 

Council should consider the development of 
a shared community facility at Wither Hills 
Farm Park in a single location.  This would 
serve the community well as an event base 
as well as an everyday starting point for all 
cycle codes, multisport, harriers and 
orienteering.  

Council should also consider the provision of 
basic power connections at the Redwood 
Street entrance and Taylor Pass Road, 
Forrest Park Drive entrances to the Farm 
Park. 

 
Relevant venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
Wither Hills Farm Park 92, 93 



 

The following information has been provided by the sporting body, or persons representing the sporting body, during consultation for the 
development of this plan.  Every effort has been extended to ensure that the comments were recorded fairly and accurately represents those of 
the sporting body represented. 
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Hockey 
 
New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
Hockey New Zealand’s vision for hockey as 
stated in its Strategic Plan 2009-2012 is; 

“Hockey is the sport that New Zealanders 
love to play, participate in and support”. 

From this vision, Hockey New Zealand draws 
3 strategic goals aims; 

1. Success on the international stage. 
2. Improved association capabilities. 
3. A high profile sport for all to enjoy. 

 
Introduction 
Hockey New Zealand states in its most 
recent Annual report that its purpose is; 

 “To provide the environment and 
infrastructure to allow players, coaches, 
umpires, administrators sponsors and fans of 
all ages, to experience the fun and thrill of 
hockey at all levels of the games from 
primary school through to the Olympics”. 

Hockey player numbers in Marlborough have 
seen a minor decline in the secondary school 
age and adult players between 2008 till 
present.  The trend of junior numbers has 
been static, if not, slight growth. 

Marlborough Hockey has developed a 3-year 
plan to increase the number of junior players. 

The trends in player numbers seen within 
Marlborough reflect what is happening 
nationally, where they are relatively stable 
with moderate fluctuation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Facilities 
Hockey in Marlborough is based at College 
Park in Blenheim.  The facility houses one 
artificial hockey turf that was refurbished in 
2009.  The land is not a public reserve and is 
owned by the Ministry of Education and 
managed by Council via lease agreement 
with Marlborough Boys High School.  This is 
a minor risk to stability of provision, as land 
use may change in the future. 

The single hockey turf is sufficient to mange 
player numbers at the moment however, 
growth of the sport will be inhibited by the 
inability to offer capacity.  In addition to this, 
the Region cannot benefit from economic 
opportunities offered by hosting of regional 
tournaments, as a minimum of two turfs is 
required to host visiting teams.  

The hockey administration in Marlborough 
also feels that the lack of ancillary facilities, 
including clubrooms, has an impact on the 
financial opportunities of hockey. 

CODE:   HOCKEY  

PARENT BODY: Hockey New Zealand 

REGIONAL 
BODY: Hockey Marlborough 

MARLBOROUGH 
HOCKEY 
CLUBS: 

4 main clubs 

REGISTERED 
PLAYERS:  

2009:  2010: 
595      624 made up of 

Senior=120 
Presidents=120 
Intermediate=135 
8 aside=90  
6 aside=108 
Starting Stars=50 

MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS:  Slight decline 

NATIONAL 
TRENDS Stable at 42,000 



   

The following information has been provided by the sporting body, or persons representing the sporting body, during consultation for the 
development of this plan.  Every effort has been extended to ensure that the comments were recorded fairly and accurately represents those of 
the sporting body represented. 
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Key Issues and Opportunities 

 Issues recorded: Response  

1 
Hockey Marlborough is experiencing a decline in 
player numbers of senior players and secondary 
school age players. 

Slight decline only. Typically most sports 
fluctuate over a three-year period. 
Participation is stable nationally 

2 
Lack of social facilities impacts on revenue 
generation. 

Typical for most codes to try to enhance 
revenue with onsite facilities. No obvious 
response here as the facility is based on 
an education owned property. 

3 Lack of a centralised base for Marlborough 
Hockey – no place to house administrators etc. 

As per other sports explore shared 
administration service opportunities. 

4 

Only one turf which limits Marlborough Hockey’s 
ability to host tournaments. 

No justification for an increased number 
of turfs at this time. Facility investment 
must be made on the basis of community 
participation requirements as the primary 
driver 

 

 Opportunities identified Response 
1 Marlborough Hockey recognises the opportunity 

of a shared facility complex. 
 

2 Have produced a 3-year plan to increase junior 
numbers. 

 

 
Relevant venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
College Park 74 
 

CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES 

College Park, 
Blenheim 

Full Size Other: 
1  

Estimated capacity  Adequate for current level of activity.  



   

The following information has been provided by the sporting body, or persons representing the sporting body, during consultation for the 
development of this plan.  Every effort has been extended to ensure that the comments were recorded fairly and accurately represents those of 
the sporting body represented. 
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Motocross  
 

New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
Motorcycling New Zealand Inc. (MNZ) has 
produced a strategic plan “Motorcycling 
New Zealand Inc. Strategic Plan 2008 – 
2010 – The Inspirational Dream”. 
MNZ’s mission is “MNZ is dedicated to 
fostering the sport of motorcycling 
making it safe, fun and fair”.   

MNZ have identified a number of goals to aid 
achievement of this mission.  Of relevance to 
this plan are the goals focusing on the 
national level; 

1. Increase number of members in MNZ; 
2. High performance planning for riders; 
3. Increase sponsorship for major 

events; 
4. High quality steward/official training; 
5. Provide volunteer awards as a 

recognition; 
6. Club development. 

 
Introduction 
The Marlborough Motorcycle Club is 90 
years old and fosters all forms of 
motorcycling sport, including road, trails, 
motocross and trials. 

The club has members ranging from 3 – 55 
year olds and has approximately 150 
members.  The club reports that membership 
numbers have been relatively stable. 

The majority of major events run by the club 
are held on private land.  Motocross events 
can attract up to 140 riders. 

Marlborough Motorcycle Club reports that 
limited places exist in Marlborough that are 
available for free riding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facilities 

To date most events have been held on 
private land.  The club holds a lease on 8.7 
ha River land in the Kaituna area and have 
started to develop it for everyday use.  

The club plans to develop a mini track/proper 
track/trail rides for juniors and will be built to 
club level. 

One of the big issues facing the club has 
been development of vineyards using 
previously utilised private land as well as the 
generation noise causing negative feedback 
from local residents. 

The club currently uses storage facilities at 
the Omaka Airfield. 

 

                                                        
8   Motorcycling New Zealand Annual Reports 2008 and 2009 

CODE MOTOR CROSS 

PARENT BODY Motorcycling New 
Zealand Inc. 

REGIONAL BODY Marlborough 
Motorcycling Club 

REGISTERED 
MEMBERS 

138 Club members & 6 
life members (2010). 

REGIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS 

Stable. 

NATIONAL 
TRENDS 

Stable, possibly slight 
increase.8 
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Key Issues and Opportunities 

 Issues recorded: Response 

1 

Lack of areas for free riding.  Results in 
sometimes inappropriate use by public. 

Council to consider increasing lease area as 
indicated on the relevant plan.   

Council to consider an education programme 
to ensure pubic are aware of areas where 
riding is acceptable.  This is particularly 
important during high fire risk periods. 

2 
Lack of storage facilities (club currently uses 
storage facilities at Omaka Airfield). 

Club to develop storage capacity at the River 
Reserve site.  Could consider landscaping in 
freight containers.   

 

 Opportunities identified Response 

1 Developing an education process might be 
the way forward to obtain access to flat 
tracks or areas suitable for trails riding. 

Council to assist by including information in 
council website and other appropriate 
communication conduits. 

2 Plan to develop a mini track for juniors. Club to develop an overall concept for the 
park.    

Council then to progressively increase 
leased areas as demand requires. 

 
Relevant venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
River Reserve 90 
 

CURRENT FACILITIES 

River Reserve   
Estimated capacity  Sufficient for current needs 
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Netball 
 

New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
Netball New Zealand’s vision for netball is set 
out in the ‘Strategic Plan for Netball New 
Zealand Inc. 2009-2012’.   
The vision is for netball to be “New Zealand’s 
leading sport by 2020”. 

Relevant goals to the MDC Sports Facility 
Plan from Netball New Zealand’s Strategic 
Plan are as follow; 

 To provide relevant and compelling 
netball experiences and ensure that 
netball is accessible, easy to engage with 
and an affordable sporting option. 

 To attract, develop and retain a robust 
base of talented and committed staff and 
volunteers. 

 To work with regions and centres to 
develop a 40-year blueprint for 
infrastructure requirements for netball in 
New Zealand, so that we can educate 
and influence government and councils to 
meet the game’s future needs. 

 To have an efficient and effective model 
that supports and strengthens the 
delivery and growth of netball throughout 
New Zealand. 

Introduction 
Netball has traditionally been a popular 
winter sport in New Zealand, particularly for 
girls and women.   

Despite this, player numbers in Marlborough 
have been slowly declining over the past 10 
years.  Current member numbers are 
approximately 1,200 across all grades, from 
Fun Ferns up to the premier grade. 

Netball is still considered a mainstay of 
women’s sport in the Marlborough district, 
however mixed grade competitions are 
gaining favour in social grades. 

Marlborough is a sub union of the Tasman 
area.  Netball New Zealand’s annual report 
states that there were 540 teams of 10 
players in the Tasman district. 

 
 
Facilities 
Netball in Marlborough is currently based at 
the netball courts at Horton Park, Blenheim.  
There are 12 courts at this park, with 9 courts 
full every Saturday from 9:30 am – 3 pm 
during the winter months.  The other 3 courts 
are used as warm up courts.  

The Marlborough Lines Stadium 2000 in 
Blenheim is also used for indoor games for 
the premier grade.  Marlborough Netball feels 
the quality of courts and facilities is affecting 
ability to attract/retain players to netball.  
There is a trend for netball associations to 
provide courts covered by rudimentary 
buildings to ensure play is not hampered by 
inclement weather conditions. 

Improvements to the pavilion (including 
showers/changing rooms, space for 
administration), providing 4 covered courts, 
and new, high quality surfaces on 2 courts 
are seen as essential considerations if 
Marlborough netball is to flourish. 

CODE:   NETBALL 

PARENT BODY  Netball New Zealand  

REGIONAL BODY Netball Tasman 

MARLBOROUGH 
NETBALL CLUBS 

− Awatere Netball Club 
− Central Netball Club 
− Harlequins Netball 

Club 
− Marlborough Girls 

College 
− Flaxbourne Netball 

Club 
− Pelorus Netball Club 
− Queen Charlotte 

College 
− United Netball Club 
− SMOG Netball Club 

REGISTERED 
PLAYERS  

2010 

1200 all grades (approx) 

MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS  

Slow decline in numbers in 
last 10 years. 

NATIONAL 
PLAYER TRENDS Not available 
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Key Issues and Opportunities 

 Issues recorded: Response 

1 

Marlborough Netball has experienced a slow 
decline in player numbers in the last 10 years.  
The decline has been in both the senior and 
junior levels. 

Marlborough Netball is not able to offer 
quality courts in a comfortable 
environment.  There is potential to move 
over time to Lansdowne Park and co-
locate with several other sports. 

2 
The stadium availability is too inconsistent and 
there is often a code clash.   

Netball seeking surety over indoor 
availability.  This is important for the 
development of social grades in particular. 

3 

Quality is below the standard compared to 
other centres.  Marlborough Netball would like; 
- 15 courts; 
- 4 covered courts; 
- 2 outdoor high spec surface; 
- A pavilion – showers/change rooms. 

Consider selling current courts and 
relocating to Lansdowne Park.  Develop a 
variety of surfaces including high spec for 
premiers.   
Requirement for a total of 15 courts total.  
As above, consider relocating to 
Lansdowne where space exists for more 
courts. 

4 
Currently the courts are insufficiently lit, but 
new lighting would increase capacity and 
impact on training availability. 

As above, no further investment if move is 
anticipated.   

5 
Vandalism at Horton Park an issue and creates 
extra maintenance and a safety issue, e.g., 
glass on courts. 

As above. 

6 Parking space an issue at Horton Park; there is 
not enough space. 

As above. 

7 
Marlborough Netball feels that numbers suffer 
due to other codes having better facilities and 
are able to attract members. 

As above. 

 

 Opportunities identified Response 

1 A centralised model is easier for netball 
administration, e.g., scorers, umpires. 

Medium to long-term move to Lansdowne 
Park will cater for all future needs.  This will 
also result in a centre capable of hosting 
major regional tournaments. 

2 Open to option of code sharing facilities. As above - opportunity to participate in a 
shared administration opportunity if located 

CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES 

Horton Park Full Size Other 
12 0 

Estimated capacity  Outdoor at capacity; Indoor deficient. 
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at Lansdowne Park. 
 

Relevant venue Plan Options 
Park Name Page Number 

Horton Park 80 
Lansdowne Park 81, 82 
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Rugby Union 
 
New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
New Zealand Rugby Football Union 
The New Zealand Rugby Football Union’s 
vision for community rugby as stated in it’s 
‘New Zealand Rugby Community Rugby 
Plan, 2008-2011’ is; 

“A base of the game at community level in 
New Zealand that is healthy and strong”. 

From this vision, the Community Rugby Plan 
draws 3 major aims; 

4. To involve as many people as 
possible in community rugby, for as 
long as possible. 

5. To improve the quality of the 
experience for everybody involved in 
community rugby. 

6. To develop the skills and talents of 
everybody involved in community 
rugby. 

Introduction 
Marlborough Rugby has a strong and proud 
history within the New Zealand Rugby 
landscape.  Based at Lansdowne Park, 
Blenheim, Marlborough has produced 13 All 
Blacks since 1922 including recent All Black 
captain Anton Oliver and All Blacks and 
Crusaders stalwart, Leon McDonald.   

Marlborough Rugby is a sub union of the 
Tasman Rugby Union, which, in turn, is a 
part of the Crusaders Super Rugby 
Franchise.  There are clearly identifiable 
pathways for player development from 
midgets through to representative level. 
Player numbers have been strong in 
Marlborough for many years and it is 
anticipated that this will continue for some 
time. 

Lansdowne Park has long been the home of 
Marlborough Rugby.  This venue has been 
witness to many historic matches including 6 
successful Ranfurly Shield Challenges in the 
early 1970’s, finally losing to South 
Canterbury in August 1974. 
 

 
 
Facilities 
Lansdowne Park has recently been 
confirmed as a training base for Rugby World 
Cup 2011, hosting the Russian contingent.   

The field is a basic soil field with a relatively 
basic primary drainage system.  The field is 
basic for a first class facility most of which 
are sand based.  Nelson’s Trafalgar Park has 
recently been upgraded to a fully draining 
sand based field.  This potentially places a 
risk to the number of games that will be played 
on Lansdowne Park in the future due to the 
inferior playing standards. 

Club rugby is played at a number of venues 
throughout Marlborough, on average to poor 
playing surfaces, when compared to other 
centres.  

There are total of 18 full size fields used, 
including Lansdowne Number 1.  All fields are soil 
based and many are affected by the impact of 
bad weather.  

With the steady growth of player numbers in the 
region, MDC will need to consider how it will 

manage the impact on its facilities. 

CODE:   RUGBY UNION 
PARENT BODY:  Tasman Union 
REGIONAL 
BODY:  

Marlborough Rugby 
sub-union. 

MARLBOROUGH 
RUGBY CLUBS: 

- Central 
- Moutere 
- Harlequins 
- Renwick 
- Waitohi 
- Awatere 
- Kaikoura 
- Pelorus 

REGISTERED 
PLAYERS:  

2007:  2010: 
2,442  2607 

MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS: (LAST 3 
YEARS)  

1631 – 2203 
Average increase of 

players 191 per annum. 
% INCREASE 
NATIONWIDE  
2004-07 

5% 
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Key Issues and Opportunities 
 
 
 
 

Issues recorded: Response 

1 

Marlborough and Tasman sub-unions 
have decentralised, meaning a base is 
required in both Tasman and 
Marlborough. 

Improve facilities at Lansdowne Park to ensure that it 
develops an elite player development culture, and 
facilitates player, coach and technical staff 
development.  Develop Lansdowne as a sub regional 
elite development centre for young players. 

2 

The quality of the playing fields is 
average to poor, including Lansdowne 
No. 1, which is of a lesser standard to 
other Division 1 playing surfaces. 

Develop a long-term development plan for Lansdowne 
Park, including upgrade of Lansdowne No. 1 to a sand 
system ensuring equivalent standard of other division 
one non-test venues.  
Develop 1 artificial, full impact, playing surface at 
Lansdowne Park.  This will provide a facility able to 
ensure all senior club rugby can be played at all times 
no matter what the weather conditions are. 
Improve playability of community fields by developing 
more full size facilities and rotating use including 
resting fields for an entire season. 

3 Space required for summer training is 
currently not sufficient. 

Develop Northern area of Lansdowne Park generating 
more available space. 

4 
2 clubs have clubrooms at Lansdowne 
Park, and other clubs have expressed 
desire for their own facilities. 

To be maintained 

CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES 

Lansdowne Park Full Size Other 
5 4 

College Park, Blenheim (training only)  Full Size Other: 
1  

Havelock Domain, Havelock Full Size Other: 
1  

Endeavour Park, Picton Full Size Other: 
2  

Waitohi Domain, Picton Full Size Other: 
1  

Renwick Domain, Renwick Full Size Other: 
3 3 

Seddon Domain, Seddon Full Size Other: 
1 1 

Awarua Park, Spring Creek Full Size Other: 
1 1 

Canvastown Domain, Canvastown 
Full Size Other: 

1  

Rewi Murray Polo Park (training only) Full Size Other: 
2  

Total Number (Current) 18 9 
Estimated capacity  At full capacity particularly during bad weather. 
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 Opportunities identified Response 
1 The Marlborough Rugby tradition important to 

wider Marlborough Community and this can be 
further enhanced. 

Improve the standard of Lansdowne Park premier 
field to ensure greater usage capacity for the 
community, as well as ensuring the future of 1st 
class matches at Lansdowne Park. 

2 MR are keen to keep current fields at Lansdowne 
Park for rugby union, but think fields/area ‘over 
the back’ could be developed for other sports, 
e.g., netball, cricket, touch, softball. 

Marlborough Rugby are amenable to the wider 
development and use of Lansdowne Park, on the 
condition that access is not compromised. 

3 Shared administration. Marlborough Rugby is already permanently 
based at Lansdowne Park and would be the 
cornerstone tenant of any community sports 
administration model developed. 

4 Growth in community participation in sport. Marlborough Rugby are experiencing strong 
growth in participation numbers.  Improved 
facilities will ensure that elite player development 
in the region reaches its full potential. 

 
 

Relevant venue Plan Options 
Park Name Page Number 

Endeavour Park 76 
Lansdowne Park 81, 82 
Renwick Domain 87, 88 
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Softball 
 

New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
Softball New Zealand – Long-Term Plan 
for Softball in New Zealand (2009-2012) 
Vision for Softball New Zealand is ‘is to be a 
leading sport – on and off the diamond’. 
 
Softball New Zealand has identified a 
number of key roles, to aid achievement of 
this vision: 
− Lead the development of the game and 

the implementation of softball’s strategy; 
− Enable associations and clubs to 

contribute to softball’s vision by providing 
support to help them achieve softball’s 
vision of being a leading sport on and off 
the diamond; 

− Partner with groups and organisations 
that align with and create benefits for 
softball; 

− Manage our national teams and 
programmes that support softball’s 
development at community level; and 

− Invest, where possible and appropriate, to 
support the development of softball. 

 

Introduction 
New Zealand wide softball participation 
numbers have seen an increase in the junior 
numbers, but a decrease in the senior 
numbers.   

In Marlborough, player numbers in the junior 
grades (T-ball, and the U9 and below) have 
increased over the last 5 years.  Marlborough 
Softball is currently at capacity for juniors 
with 20 teams.  Senior numbers in 
Marlborough have reached a plateau and 
may drop off in 2010. 

Facilities 
Softball is currently played at the A & P Park.  
The facilities at Woodbourne Air Base are 
also used at the start of the season due to a 
conflict with other codes at A & P Park. 

Often senior teams are also required to travel 
to Nelson for games, which is a deterrent for 
senior players. 

Marlborough Softball does not currently have 
a formal agreement to use the A & P Park 
buildings/facilities but utilises these facilities 
on a regular basis.  The association would 
like to have some form of clubrooms.  

Marlborough Softball Association have a 
desire to have 2 skinned diamonds which 
would allow them to host U17 national 
tournaments (currently the 1 skinned 
diamond is only suitable for regional U17 
competitions). 

Marlborough Softball expressed concern 
about being displaced and the damaged 
caused to the turf/fields at the A & P 
Showgrounds from use by other events, e.g., 
fireworks displays, Brews and Blues event.  
This damage often hinders use of field by 

Marlborough Softball. 

 

CODE:   SOFTBALL 
PARENT BODY  SOFTBALL NEW 

ZEALAND 
REGIONAL BODY  Marlborough Softball 

Association. 
MARLBOROUGH 
SOFTBALL CLUBS 

- Wairau- (M) & (W);  
- Saints - (M) & (W); 
- Central - (M). 
These teams associate 
to Marlborough Softball. 

REGISTERED 
PLAYERS  

2009/ 2010: 
Senior Men  52 
Senior Women 29 
Juniors (15 
years & Under) 

330 

MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS  

Increase in Juniors in 
past 5 years. 

NATIONWIDE 
TRENDS 

An increase in Junior 
numbers and a 
decrease in Senior 
numbers. 
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Key Issues and Opportunities 

 Issues recorded: Response 

1 
Damage to turf caused by other events held at 
A&P Showgrounds impact on ability to play. 

No dedicated facility.  Having to share with 
inappropriate codes. 

2 

Softball impacted by lengthening football season 
and has to utilise Woodbourne Airbase at the 
start of the season.   
Softball would like to start in October and end in 
March. 

Unable to run a full season - being impacted by 
other codes. 

3 
Clubrooms are required. No permanent home to promote and grow the 

sport. 

4 
Not enough dedicated facilities to run 
competitions effectively and maximise use of 
limited volunteer network. 

Temporary batting cages and a second skin 
diamond are desired by the association. 

5 Very limited administration resource. Opportunity re: shared administration model. 

 
 Opportunities identified Response 

1 Evening softball games mid week have had 
success in the past.  Has been difficult to attract 
umpires, but Marlborough Softball prepared to 
revisit this option. 

This would help promote and grow the game by 
accessing persons committed to other sports 
during weekends. 
 

2 Marlborough Softball would like to keep the 
senior and juniors playing at the same location, 
as it is easier for parents and kids to be involved 
(in umpiring and coaching etc). 

Dedicated facility will achieve this.  The most 
obvious facility is Lansdowne Park.  This will also 
open up the opportunity to participate in a shared 
administration model. 

3 Regional Tournaments. Opportunity to host regional tournaments will 
follow should Marlborough have 2 dedicated 
softball diamonds in the same location.  This 
offers benefit to local businesses. 

 
Relevant venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
A & P Park 70, 71 
Lansdowne Park 81, 82 

CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES 

A & P Showgrounds 
Full Size Other 

1  7 
Skin Basic grass 

Total Number (Current) 8 + (8 T-Ball) 
Estimated capacity  Full.  Not ideal - facilities outdated. 
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Tennis  
 
New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
Tennis New Zealand Strategic Plan (May 
2009 – April 2012) 
Tennis NZ vision is that “New Zealand is a 
tennis nation”.  The strategic plan outlines 
four strategic objectives for tennis in New 
Zealand and for Tennis NZ. 

The pinnacle objectives are for the sport to 
have success in Game Development and 
Peak Performance.  These are underpinned 
by the supporting objectives of Sustainability 
and Organisational Excellence. 

New Zealand Tennis has a well-structured 
Strategic Plan with clearly identified 
objectives for all levels of the game.  In 
particular, the vision for the development of 
the game at regional community level is 
clearly identified. 

Introduction 
The Marlborough Tennis competition season 
runs from mid October through to the 2nd 
week in March.  The President’s Grade is the 
biggest competition and the current number 
of courts is just adequate for this competition. 

Recreational tennis is also played right 
through the winter, including in the evenings 
under lights. 

The Marlborough Tennis Association, acting 
as an umbrella organisation for all clubs, 
administers Marlborough Tennis.  The 
majority of players in the Marlborough region 
are aged in the 35 – 50 age group.  Player 
numbers have remained relatively stable, 
however there is a desire to grow and nurture 
greater involvement at all levels of the game.  
A new coaching team, Team Marlborough 
Tennis, will be a key factor in developing this 
growth. 

The New Zealand Tennis programme for 
development of the game is clearly defined 
as depicted on the right.  If this programme is 
successful in Marlborough then management 
of facility demand will need to be monitored. 

 

 

 
Facilities 
There are 42 tennis courts in Marlborough. 

The main playing courts are at the 
Marlborough Tennis Centre at Pollard Park, 
Blenheim.  Pollard Park, home to the 
Marlborough Tennis Club, has 2 artificial 
courts and 13 hard courts.  5 of these courts 
are floodlit.   

CODE:   TENNIS 
PARENT BODY Tennis New Zealand 
REGIONAL BODY  Marlborough Tennis 
MARLBOROUGH 
TENNIS CLUBS 

- Picton Tennis Club 
- Renwick Tennis Club 
- Rapaura Tennis Club 
- Marlborough Tennis Club 
- Grovetown Tennis Club 
- Seniors’ Club 

REGISTERED 
PLAYERS  

2010 
700 

MARLBOROUGH 
MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS  

Stable 

NATIONAL TENNIS 
NUMBERS 

Tennis NZ has nearly 500 
member clubs and over 
44,000 individual 
members. 
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Extract from tennis New Zealand Strategic plan 2009- 2010
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Key Issues and Opportunities 

 Issues recorded: Response 

1 

Marlborough Tennis feel the biggest challenge 
for the code in Marlborough is to attract juniors 
to the club/game. 

Council will need to consider how growth in the 
sport will be accommodated should growth occur.  
New Zealand Tennis has a well documented plan 
for development of the game within the children’s 
sector 

2 
Condition of courts:  wide range of court 
conditions 50/50 good to poor 

Condition rating required.  Council to include 
assets in asset management plan and council to 
consider an asset renewal options. 

 
 Opportunities identified Response 

1 Marlborough Climate is ideal for quality tennis.  
Tennis New Zealand has a strong strategic plan 
for development of the game at Junior and 
social levels. 

Opportunity to enhance activity in the Marlborough 
community.  Provision of an adequate number of 
quality facilities is an essential tool for maximising 
this opportunity. Key opportunity for council to 
deliver two of its strategic community outcomes: 

− Fun and recreation:  A community that has 
fun. 

− Physical activity:  A community where 
people of all ages are physically active. 

2 Shared administration Opportunity to share administration costs should a 
regional sports administration model be 
developed.  

3 Tennis is popular with middle and senior age 
group citizens. 

Relatively low cost infrastructure with a strong 
acceptance of user pays, therefore an ideal sport 
for Council to support and promote the desire to 

                                                        
9 From www.hagleyparktennis.co.nz 

CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES  

Marlborough Tennis Club 
Pollard Park, Blenheim 

Number Type 
2 Artificial 
14 Plexi 

Rapuara Tennis Club (has 6 lawn courts)9 Number Type 
6 Lawn 

Picton Tennis Club (Memorial Park) Number Type 
4 Hard 

Renwick Tennis Club, Renwick Domain  Number Type 
3 Plexi 

Horton Park Number Type 
4 Hard 

Awarua Park Number Type 
2 Hard 

Grovetown Tennis Club (use 2 courts at 
Grovetown School) 

Number Type 
2 Plexi 

Total Number (Current) 37  
Estimated capacity  Adequate  
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ensure all age groups remain active. 

4 Future Court requirements Should tennis expand, particularly in the junior 
ranks, then an opportunity exists to develop multi 
court (tennis/netball) courts at Lansdowne Park 
should the park become a multi sport complex. 

 
Relevant venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
Havelock Domain 79 
Lansdowne Park 81, 82 
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Touch 
 
New Zealand National Body Strategic 
Goals 
Touch New Zealand (TNZ) have produced a 
Strategic Plan (2007 – 2012), with a mission 
statement “The sport in every community”. 
The plan has 5 strategic outcomes and a 
number of actions associated to these to aid 
achievement of TNZ mission statement: 

1. Leadership – provide clear decisive & 
innovative leadership to Touch in NZ. 

2. Business excellence – a sustainable 
financial base with robust operating 
systems. 

3. Capable People – attract, nurture & 
retain the best people in a challenging & 
rewarding environment. 

4. Attracting Support – build a strong & 
loyal support base. 

5. Growing a culture of achievement – 
establish a culture of success where 
players, officials and coaches excel & 
teams perform with distinction. 

Introduction 
According to Touch New Zealand, over 
230,000 New Zealanders play touch.  This 
figure is made up of over 70,000 under 17-
year olds and 160,000 adults10. 

Marlborough Touch Rugby had 1,248 players 
in the 2009/2010 season.  This included: 

− 80 senior teams; 
− 40-50 junior teams (438 players). 

Marlborough Touch feels that an opportunity 
to increase numbers exists through the 
introduction of touch rugby into secondary 
schools. 

A new version of the game called Turbo 
Touch is also being promoted by Touch NZ.  
This version of the game is being played 
indoors and is seen as an ideal model to 
develop skills as well as promoting physical 
well being for children. 

                                                        
10 From www.touchnz.co.nz 

 

 

Facilities 
Currently, Marlborough Touch Rugby play at 
Lansdowne Park, where they have been 
based for 9 years.   

6 playing fields, with dimensions of 75 x 50 
metres, are regularly used, and 15-minute 
games are played, although the official game 
length is 20 minutes.  This is because there 
are not enough fields to accommodate full 
length games. 

Marlborough Touch considers the facilities at 
Lansdowne Park to be adequate, as there is 
good synergy and relationship with rugby, 
and the car parking is good.  However, they 
feel the toilet facilities need improving along 
with access to these facilities, and the fields 
are often bumpy and in poor condition. 

Marlborough Touch report that an ideal 
facility for touch rugby would include; 

− Fast flat surface, with no pot holes; 
− No chemical control of lines as the 

resulting damage causes ankle and 
knee injuries; 

− Trees for shade, as the game is 
predominately played in summer; 

− Fields close together; 
− Toilet and change facilities; 
− Power/speaker system; 

− Storage; 
− Administration view of fields for ease 

of management. 

CODE TOUCH RUGBY 
PARENT BODY Touch New Zealand 
REGIONAL BODY Marlborough Touch 
MARLBOROUGH 
CLUBS 

All teams play under 
the Marlborough 
Touch banner. 

REGISTERED 
PLAYERS 

1,248 (2009 / 10 
season). 

REGIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP 
TRENDS 

Marlborough Touch 
report that senior 
numbers are at 
capacity. 

NATIONAL TRENDS Stable 
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Facilities Continued 

Key Issues and Opportunities 
 Issues recorded: Response 

1 

Lack of clubrooms, toilet and change facilities. Facilities exist at Lansdowne Park and should be 
made available.  Touch is a sport that appeals to 
all ages and genders and adequate facilities 
should be made available at all times. 

2 
Need to be located at one park. Growth of the sport will be hampered by lack of 

space.  Development of Lansdowne Park would 
alleviate this issue. 

3 Senior numbers at capacity – limited by space for 
fields. 

As above. 

4 

A & P Showgrounds, as an alternate location, 
would prove too far for some schools to travel 
(i.e., lower decile schools such as Mayfield and 
Blenheim have limited parental support 
opportunities). 

Issue with availability of other existing fields as 
they are already under demand from both winter 
and summer codes. 

5. 
Poor field quality Issues with demand make it very difficult for 

grounds staff to adequately rest and renovate 
fields. 

 

 Opportunities identified Response 
1 Room for growth in number of players through 

the introduction of secondary school teams. 
This cannot currently be accommodated with 
existing facilities.  Increased field capacity would 
be required. 
 

2 Good synergies with rugby for code sharing of 
facilities. 

Increased capacity at Lansdowne Park would 
generate the potential for increased involvement 
of the community. 

 
Relevant venue Plan Options 

Park Name Page Number 
Lansdowne Park 81, 82 
 

 

 

CURRENT PLAYING FACILITIES 

Lansdowne Park 
Full Size Other 

Up to 10 available.  

Estimated capacity  At capacity, plus a requirement for more space. 
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Facilities 
The following section of the plan investigates key issues and opportunities that have been identified 
as they relate to facility provision.  Predominately this section evaluates factors associated to the 
playing surfaces, however where appropriate it also considers issues and opportunities associated to 
support facilities. 

Issues identified 
When addressing key issues identified many aspects are considered in determining the relevance of 
including; 

� Current mix of facilities within venues 
� Venue layout/Current construction profiles 
� Code trends 
� National Facility strategic documents where available 
� Consultation with user groups 

 
It is important to evaluate these factors in a local context to ensure that factors relevant to the 
community are given appropriate weightings. 

As mentioned in the previous section one of the key factors impacting on community sport in 
Marlborough is the lack of all weather facilities.  Others include field carrying capacity, code clashes 
and code growth demands. 

In considering options for addressing issue and promoting opportunities key consideration is given to 
financial viability, sustainability and opportunities likely to materialise for the wider community.  It is 
generally taken as a given the social benefits generated by residents participating in sport and 
recreation. 
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Summary of key Issues 

Issue Code Affected 

Poor playing surface conditions - General 

Football 
Touch 
Rugby 
Softball 
Track Cycling 

Poor playing surface conditions – Wet Weather 
Winter ball codes including: 

� Football 
� Rugby 

Inadequate capacity 

Cricket (practice facilities) 
Cycling: 

• BMX (nothing exists) 
Equestrian Sport: 

• Dressage (nothing exists) 
• Polo (not full size) 
• Show jumping (nothing exists) 

Football (training and summer) 
Netball (not enough courts particularly indoor) 
Softball (no dedicated facility) 

Code Clashes 

Football and Cricket  
� (mid week summer football and cricket 

practice) 
Rugby and touch  

� (season cross over) 
Lack of Administration Facilities Most codes 
 

Opportunities 
Not with standing the specialist facility needs of many codes such as cycling, Equestrian etc, the 
greatest demand on facilities relates to the use of sports parks typically used for grass based codes 
such as Rugby, Football, Touch, Cricket etc.  These codes remain the most popular with regard to 
numbers of participants in organised sport. 

Having evaluated the existing layout and provision of land for active recreation it would be possible to 
increase capacity available marginally across the region.  The relationship between quantity and 
quality is always a difficult and grey area for council organisations to manage.  

A more objective manner in which to address the issue is to focus on the carrying capacity of fields.  
The amount of usage that a field can carry varies significantly from location to location.  When 
assessing capacity typically we base estimates on the average hours of available use over a 12-
month period. It is important to note that the capacity of each type of field decreases as the system 
ages without renovation intervention. 

Hours of use typically vary significantly in winter months due to localised field conditions as well as 
seasonal weather patterns.  To enable a cost benefit approach to understanding how to plan and 
deliver recreation facilities the following average hours are utilised.  The hours expressed in the table 
represent estimates over a 10-year cycle. 
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The current and potential capacities for individual codes that require use of natural sports field 
surfaces outlined within the following table. The lists are provided by code, however it is important to 
note that rectangular fields can be easily converted from one use to another.  The current pressure is 
predominately in these areas 

Code Current 
capacity 

Ability to meet 
user demand 

Condition Comments 

Football 78 Low Average to 
poor 

The pressure with regard facility requirements for 
football is becoming particularly acute.  In 
particular the requirement for more facility access 
for summer leagues is placing significant 
pressure on facility availability as well as clashing 
with more traditional summer codes such as 
cricket.  Both of these codes are popular within 
Marlborough. 

Rugby 104 Average Average to 
poor 

The user demand on facilities for rugby union is 
increasing.  In particular Marlborough suffers from 
a lack of all weather options to ensure the 
competitions are able to be completed in poor 
weather. 

Both codes suffer significantly from a lack of all weather-training facilities.  This has a significant impact on a 
codes ability to function adequately.  This also impacts severely on the individual participants ability to 
improves=kills and reach full potential.  It can also have an impact on the overall participation rates in active 
recreation, which has the potential to increase the negative impacts on a community as a result of inactivity. 

All Code Requirements  
Several opportunities for addressing the increased pressure on facility capacity have been identified: 

� Re allocation of resources. 
� Introduction of new facilities. 
� Upgrading existing resources. 

 
All of these options have been considered carefully with a particular emphasis on affordability.  The 
options presented would need to be introduced into the Marlborough district Councils capital work 
programme over a period of time to match the financial resources available from the Long Term Plan. 
The following opportunities have been identified, 
 
Key Opportunities 
 

1. Development of an Equestrian Park by allocating river reserve land. 
2. Development existing council owned land north of Lansdowne Park. 
3. Expansion of the Wither Hills Bike Park, including re-sighting of a velodrome from Athletic 

Park and the establishment of a BMX track. 
4. Re-location of Athletics to Lansdowne Park.  
5. Upgrading the No 1 at Lansdowne Park to a Sand System. 
6. Development of and artificial surface at Lansdowne Park. 
7. Development of an artificial surface at A & P. 

Type Capacity high  
(Average hrs per week) 

Capacity Low 
(Average hrs per week) 

 Basic soil based fields 5 8 
Soil amended 6 10 
Sand system 14 18 
Artificial 35 N/A 
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8.  Long term re-location of Polo to an alternative site and the development of a dedicated cricket 
facility at Rewi Polo 

To enable all of the above there are a number of factors that will need to be considered via a detailed 
feasibility study of each of the options.  This report considers only spatial arrangements to meet the 
issues identified by the codes as well as opportunities that may be generated for the individual codes 
as well as the Marlborough region as a whole.  
 
Some of the opportunities identified above could proceed with relative ease whereas others would 
require more significant investigation and would be considered long term options.  The following table 
lists the opportunities and key information relating to each proposal.  Further information regarding 
cost factors is contained within the financial section of the report. 
 

Opportunity Benefactors Current issue  Key Considerations 
Development of an 
Equestrian Park at 
Botham’s Bend 

Principal  
Marlborough 
dressage, Show 
Jumping, Western 
riding 
Secondary 
Local pony clubs 

There are currently no 
dedicated facilities for this 
code.  
 
The code previously 
operated from private 
property, which is no longer 
available. 
 
Strong participant numbers in 
the various codes. 

Low cost to council as Code is 
prepared to invest in facility 
upgrade.  
 
Adequate land identified. 
 
Vehicle access may need to be 
upgraded 
 
Has the potential to attract 
national events and generate 
economic benefit to 
Marlborough. 

Expansion of 
Lansdowne Park 

Principal 
Marlborough Softball 
Secondary 
Relocation of one 
rugby field, no 
increase in capacity 

Currently Softball has no 
permanent dedicated 
facilities.  This causes 
conflict with other codes 
where venue sharing is 
problematic due to the 
specialist nature of the 
softball facility requirements. 

New entrance to northern 
section of Lansdowne is 
required. 
 
Relatively low cost for facility 
development for softball. 
 
The development of two 
dedicated diamonds will allow 
hosting of regional and national 
events.  

Expansion of 
Wither Hills Bike 
Park 

Principal  
Track Cycling, BMX 
Secondary 
Mountain Biking 

The current track facility at 
athletics park is in poor 
condition.  Current 
configuration does not meet 
sport code requirements. 
 
Facility is isolated from other 
bike codes. 
 
No BMX facility exists. 
 
No beginner or family friendly 
trail facilities at Wither Hills. 

Co -location of codes will benefit 
all individual codes, avoids 
duplication of common facilities. 
 
Potential for major events base. 
 
Potential for commercial activity 
via visitor centre, bike hire etc. 
 
Relative low cost for BMX 
development. 
 
Relatively high cost for track 
development per potential user. 
 
Council will need to re allocate 
land currently ear marked for 
residential development to 
recreational use. 

Re-location of Principal  Lack of adequate facility Opportunity to sell land in future 
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Netball to 
Lansdowne Park 

Netball 
Secondary 
Tennis 

capacity 
 
Isolated site in semi industrial 
zone with no or limited ability 
to expand. 
 

and utilise revenue for improved 
facility development. 
 
Co location of codes with 
synergy. Very common for 
netball and rugby to partner in 
NZ. 
 
Opportunity to develop public 
use tennis courts. 

Re-location of 
Athletics to 
Lansdowne Park 

Principal  
Athletics 
Rugby 
Schools 
Secondary 
General Public 

Athletics facility is a grass-
based track in an isolated 
closed environment. 
 
Current code requirements 
are for all weather tracks 
 
No ability to host regional or 
national events such as 
Colgate games. 
 
Inferior facilities to other 
regions for hosting school 
carnivals.  
 
 

Development of an all weather 
track in a multisport venue will 
offer significant cross training 
benefits to other codes. 
 
Regional facility for hosting of 
carnivals. 
 
Ability to host major events such 
as the Colgate games. 
 
Relative medium to high cost of 
installation. 
 
Where installed around NZ the 
tracks are popular for people 
participating in active recreation 
and injury rehabilitation 
programmes. 
 
Allows increased participation of 
disabled athletes in active 
recreation. 
 
Enhanced perception of 
Lansdowne park as a venue of 
excellence. 

Installation of an 
artificial   turf at A & 
P Show grounds 

Principal  
Football 

One of the key issues facing 
the traditional winter codes is 
access to adequate training 
facilities. 
 
Training also has the most 
damaging effect on quality of 
playing surface. 
 
Poor playing surfaces are a 
major contributing factor to 
sports injuries. 

Relative high cost per field. 
 
Potential impact on A & P 
society usage. 
 
Benefits a significant number of 
users. 
 
Decreases pressure on annual 
financial resources allocated to 
maintenance of fields. 
 
Typically residents are willing to 
pay a user charge for an artificial 
surface.  
 
Up to  $ 1000 per week can be 
generated for 30 hrs of use per 
week at a charge of $1.00 per 
player. 

Installation of and 
artificial turf at 

Principal 
Rugby union 

As above. 
 

As Above. 
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Lansdowne Park Touch Councils often struggle to 
renovate fields used by touch 
adequately after winter 
usage as the touch season 
commences immediately 
following the winter season.  
 
Fields generally do not get 
the rest periods they require. 

Ability to host touch on the 
artificial surface would mean 
that the natural surfaces could 
recover from winter usage by 
renovating and rotating usage. 

Relocation of Polo 
and the 
development of a 
dedicated cricket 
ground  

Principal 
Polo 
Cricket 
Football 

The Polo ground at Rewi 
Park is not regulation size.  
 
Conflict of use between 
football and cricket is causing 
ongoing issues for both 
codes. 

The Marlborough Polo 
Association has indicated that 
they may look favourably on 
relocating should a suitable 
location be found.  In particular 
they would ideally relocate to a 
venue that can accommodate 2 
grounds.  This would make them 
a unique venue in the south 
island making them able to host 
major events. 
 
The opportunity to redevelop 
Rewi polo into a dedicated 
cricket venue would alleviate the 
pressure that currently exists at 
Oliver park where crowded 
conditions during weekdays are 
causing congestion and safety 
issues. 
 
With cricket played at Rewi Polo 
Oliver Park could become 
dedicated for 12 months to 
Football. 
 
The current configuration at 
Oliver Park of cricket means 
players overlap. 
 
 There are moderate 
improvements required to the 
ground before cricket could 
relocate. 
 
This would make Blenheim and 
attractive location for age group 
tournament hosting. 

 

Other Opportunities 
One of the key issues that has been communicated from the vast majority of sporting codes was the 
lack of coordination regarding administration as well as lack of appropriate resources. There was 
almost universal agreement that co-location of administration services would minimise duplicated 
resources and benefit all sporting and recreation groups.  

There is more than one option to consider when looking at the most cost efficient way of managing 
this situation 
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� Establishment of a centralised sports administration office that each code can sub lease  
� Establishment of a variety of sports nodes of common user groups based on location 

o  Wither Hills 
o Lansdowne Park 
o Equestrian centre 
o Football centre 
o Etc. 

� Establishment of a sports administration trust. Service supplier to all codes. This could be 
established in conjunction with council and paid for on a user basis. This model assumes that 
an appropriate number of generic administrators could meet many of the sports codes 
requirements. It became apparent that many codes have differing degrees of part time 
administrators as well as volunteers. Individual codes would fund the administration based on 
the individual needs. 

  

 All of these options require further investigation. 
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Financial Considerations  
Financial Plan – Current 
The following table lists the capital expenditure budget as allocated in the 2009 -19 long term Council 
Plan.  

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 
1,448 1,193 1,587 2,062 2,239 2,344 2,343 2,001 2,016 2,271 

 
 A total funding allocation of 16.8 M has been budgeted for within the council’s long-term plan. For the 
purpose of evaluating options within this plan the funding is represented by year 1 commencing in the 
2011-2012 year. 
 
The following list provides broad order costs for development of the types of sport and recreation 
facilities discussed within this plan.  The basis of the estimates is formed from current and recent 
projects of a similar within New Zealand.  These figures do not include site-specific considerations 
such as geotechnical and base civil engineering requirements professional service fees etc.  It is 
recommended that a figure of 25% be added to budget for these potential costs.  It is strongly 
recommended that individual feasibility studies be completed for each and any proposal prior to 
project initiation. 
 
 
Facility  Cost $(000) Contingency Total budget 
Athletics  
 Re-located all weather running track $   750       $  190 $    940 
Cricket 
New natural wicket  (5 wicket block) $     35 $      9 $      43 
Cricket  
New practise wickets (2 strips + fencing)    
Football 
Artificial full Size (fenced) $ 1,000 $  250 $ 1,250 
Netball Courts   
(12 basic grade asphalt /2 medium grade acrylic 
/2 high grade rubberised)  

$    600 $  150 $    750 

Rugby Union 
Sand reconstruction Lansdowne Number 1 $    250 $    60 $    310 
Rugby Union 
Artificial Full size field (fenced) $ 1,000 $  250 $ 1,250 
Softball 
Dedicated Softball Skins $      80 $    20 $    100 
Velodrome  (including visitor centre) $ 2,500 $  625 $ 3,125 
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Proposed Facility Upgrades 
 

The following prioritised list of potential developments is provided for consideration and discussion.  It represents a plan that represents the 
widest benefit to all Marlborough residents from an independent perspective.  This opinion is based on the number of persons likely to benefit 
from the developments and issues currently faced by various sporting codes. 

 

Project Facility Priority Year $ cost (000) 

A Equestrian Park 

1 

250.00 
B Rugby Union Sand 275.00 
C Softball 200.00 
D Earthworks Lansdowne extension 250.00 
E Replacement rugby field Lansdowne extension 50.00 
F BMX Track / Velodrome feasibility study concept development 

2 
175.00 

G Cricket Nets  110.00 
H Athletics All weather track 940.00 
I Netball Courts 3 750.00 
G Cricket Nets 40.00 
J Rugby Artificial Lansdowne Park 4 1,250.00 
K Football Artificial 5 1,250.00 

L Velodrome 1 (Subject to feasibility) 6 1,500.00 
Velodrome 2 (subject to feasibility) 7 1,500.00 

M Cricket Wicket developments Subject to relocation of polo 8 226.00 
Totals 8,766.00 

 

No specific years have been forecast due to the current uncertainty about Council’s ability to fund the project in a difficult economic climate. 
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Appendices 

List Of Codes And Venues Reviewed 
Codes 

� Athletics 
� Cricket 
� Cycling 

o BMX 
o Mountain Bike 
o Road 
o Track 

� Equestrian Sport 
o Dressage 
o Polo 
o Showjumping 

� Football (Soccer) 
� Harriers 
� Hockey 
� Motocross 
� Netball 
� Orienteering 
� Rugby 
� Softball 
� Tennis 
� Touch  

Venues 

� A&P 
� Athletics 
� Awarua Park 
� College Park 
� Condors Bend (Children’s MTB) 
� Endeavour Park 
� Equestrian Park (Proposed Arenas) 
� Equestrian Park (Proposed future Polo grounds) 
� Farm Park (MTB) 
� Havelock Domain 
� Horton Park Athletics 
� Lansdowne Park 
� Nelson Square 
� Oliver Park 
� Renwick Domain 
� Renwick Motocross Park 
� Rewi Murray polo ground 
� Seddon Domain 
� Wither Hills Bike Park (including proposed velodrome area) 
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Existing Facility Inventory 
 

Sports Code 
Council provided facilities 

Number of Fields / 
Tracks/ Courts 

Athletics 1 
Cricket 11 
Cycling – BMX 1 
Cycling – Velodrome 1 
Equestrian Sport, 
Includes dressage, showjumping and Western Riding 0 
Polo 1 
Football 24 
Harriers 1 
Hockey 1 
Motocross 1 
Netball 12 
Orienteering 1 
Rugby 22 
Softball 6 
Tennis 37 
Touch 6 
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Plans- Schematic layouts 
The following plans are schematic only.  
They are intended to provide indicative layouts of sporting fields and are based on sports code regulations 
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