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KNOW BEORE YOU GO

The Boating Safety

www.adventuresmart.org.nz

CODE

1. LIFE JACKETS
Take them- Wear them.
Boats, especially ones under 6m in length can sink very quickly. 
Wearing a life jacket increases your survival time in the water.

2. SKIPPER RESPONSIBILITY
The skipper is responsible for the safety of everyone on board 
and for the safe operation of the boat. Stay within the limits of 
your vesel and your experience.

3. COMMUNICATIONS
Take two separate waterproof ways of communicating so we can 
help you if you get into difficulties. 

4. MARINE WEATHER
New Zealand’s weather can be highly unpredictable. Check the 
local marine weather forecast before you go and expect both 
weather and sea state changes. 

5. AVOID ALCOHOL
Safe boating and alcohol do not mix. Things can change quickly 
on the water. You need to stay alert and aware. 

For more information about safe boating education 
and how to prepare for your boating activity visit 
www.adventuresmart.org.nz

to help you 
stay safe

SIMPLE 
RULES5
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GENERAL INFORMATION

THE HARBOUR MASTER

The Harbour Master 
is appointed by the 
Regional Council and 
has the responsibility 
of ensuring the 
Marlborough Sounds 
remains a safe and 
navigable waterway. 

Over 18% of New 
Zealand’s coastline is 
contained within the 
Marlborough Harbour 
limits and the area 
supports a diverse 
array of on water 
activities.

These include tourism, 
recreation, fishing, 
marine farming, 
commercial shipping 
and many more. 
The purpose of the 
Harbour Master is 
to make sure that all 
harbour users can 
pursue their chosen 
activity in a safe and 
well managed marine 
environment.

RED LINE INDICATES 
MARLBOROUGH HARBOUR 
LIMITS
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GENERAL INFORMATION

HARBOUR PATROLS
Throughout summer our patrol vessels are on the water every 
day to provide information and advice on maritime safety. Our 
patrol skippers are friendly, approachable and always happy to 
have a chat about boat safety. 

Sometimes we need to exercise our regulatory powers to 
encourage compliance with local bylaws or maritime rules. 
Please be aware that you are legally obliged to give your name 
and contact details to a patrol boat skipper or harbour maritime 
officer if requested. Refusal can result in significant penalties. 

All our Maritime Officers carry identification and warrants which 
you have the right to view.

WORKING TOGETHER FOR NAVIGATION SAFETY
The Harbour Master needs your help to keep the harbour safe. 
If you identify a navigation safety issue that needs attention 
please contact the Harbour Masters Office and let us know.

If you are involved in an accident or incident such as a collision 
or near miss on the water, please report it to the Harbour 
Master. This helps us identify how we can improve safety in 
the harbour.

The Harbour Masters Office can be contacted 24 hours a day 
by calling 03 520 7400 
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LIFEJACKETS AND WHY YOU 
SHOULD WEAR THEM
• Lifejackets won’t save you unless you 
   wear them.
• Most accidents occur suddenly with no warning – there may 

be no time to grab a lifejacket, and it is extremely difficult or 
impossible to put on a lifejacket in the water. 

• Many drowning fatalities in Marlborough have occurred in 
calm conditions less than 200 metres from shore. 

• Tell Dad to wear a life jacket. Men aged 40 plus are 
over-represented in recreational boating fatalities. Over 
confidence, a bulletproof attitude and a concern about looking 
cool are the biggest barriers for men wearing lifejackets. 

LIFEJACKET TIPS

• Life jackets should fit snugly and be fitted with a crotch strap. 
Adult life jackets are not suitable for children as they can 
easily slip off.

• Check all your lifejackets at the start of the season. If there 
are any signs of deterioration get them serviced or replaced. 

For further advice and information on lifejackets visit the 
Maritime New Zealand website. If you need to know more 
about lifejackets check with your lifejacket retailer, local 
coastguard or the Harbour Master.

SAFETY INFORMATION
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SAFETY INFORMATION

5
KNOT

5 KNOT BUOYS
5 knot buoys have been established in high risk 
areas of the sounds. Traveling at speeds in excess 
of 5 knots in these areas is dangerous for you and 
other sounds users. Skippers who breech this speed 
limit may receive a $200 infringement penalty or face 
criminal prosecution under the Maritime Transport 
Act 1994.

LOCATIONS OF 5 KNOT BOUYS:
Five knot marker bouys have been placed in the following 
locations:

1. Ratimera Bay
2. Waterfall Bay
3. Mistletoe Bay
4. Lochmara bay
5. Double Cove
6. Bay of Many Coves
    (Aratawa Bay)

7.   Kumutoto Bay
8.   Broughton Bay
9.   Te Mahia Bay
10. Portage
11. Elaine Bay

KAYAKS

Kayaks are often very difficult to see from on-board another 
vessel. 

If you are kayaking in the sounds follow these safety tips: 

• Make sure you can be seen. Use highly visible clothing and 
display a light if kayaking at night; 

• Stay within 200m of the shore where all vessels 
   must travel at a maximum of 5 knots. 
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SAFETY INFORMATION

BLUE LIGHT

The navigation lights of Ferries departing Picton Harbour at 
night can be difficult to detect amongst the background of 
shore lights. 

To help overcome this problem blue quick flashing lights 
operate in Picton Harbour every time a Ferry departs the berth 
at night. These lights continue to flash for approximately 10 
minutes.  

One blue light is stationed atop a tower on the seaward end of 
Waithoi Wharf and a second light is stationed on the seaward 
end of the Picton Marina Breakwater (see diagram opposite).

If you are navigating in or near Picton Harbour at night please 
keep a close eye out for the blue lights. 

SCROLLING SIGNS

Vessels outbound from 
both Picton and Havelock 
Marinas will notice large 
scrolling signs delivering 
a series of safety 
messages. Please read 
these messages as you 
pass as they may contain 
information that you need 
to know. 

If you have a good idea for 
a maritime safety message 
please let the Harbour 
Master know and we may 
display it. 
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SAFETY INFORMATION

BLUE LIGHT LOCATION 

BLUE LIGHT LOCATION 
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SAFETY INFORMATION

HAZARDS IN HAVELOCK AND PELORUS 
SOUND

Navigating the Havelock channel can be a challenge. Keep a 
listening watch with Marlborough Marine Radio on VHF 65/01 
to stay up to date with navigation warnings from the Harbour 
Master. If you are departing from Havelock Marina make sure 
you read the safety notices on the scrolling sign. 

LARGE VESSELS
Large commercial vessels frequently transit the Havelock 
Channel. These vessels may be constrained by draft and 
unable to deviate from their course. Please navigate near large  
vessels with caution. 

SPEED
The Havelock Channel has blind corners and extensive 
shoaling. Travelling at speed in this area is reckless. Stay 
within the 8 knot speed limit.
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SAFETY INFORMATION

DEBRIS
After heavy rains debris such as large logs can be washed 
into Pelorus Sound. Make sure you keep vigilant lookout and 
adjust your speed in these conditions. 

HAVELOCK CHANNEL

Strong tides, cross winds and variable depths can make the 
Havelock Channel challenging to navigate and groundings are 
common. When transiting the Havelock Channel always do the 
following;
• Check the local tide times and make sure there is enough 

water depth for your vessel
• Always follow the marked channel 
• Keep to the right hand side of the channel.
• Keep to the speed limits. The speed limit in the Havelock 

channel from Number 8 beacon to the marina is 8 Knots. 

CHANNEL LIGHT REFERENCE
1
3
5
7
2
4
SHAG POINT
9
6
11
8
10
12
14
CULLEN POINT
13
15
17
19
21
23
JOHNSONS

COLOUR
Green
Green
Green
Green
Red
Red
White
Green
Red
Green
Red
Red
Red
Red
Red
Green
Green
Green
Green
Green
Green
Red

FLASH SEQUENCE
FL G 2's
FL G 2's
FL G 2's
FL G 2's
FL R 2's
FL R (2) 4s
FL W 3s
FL G (2) 4s
FL R (2) 5s
FL G (2) 5s
FL R (2) 6s
FL R 3s
FL R 3s
FL R 3s
FL R 3s (syn)
FL G 3s (syn)
FL G 3s (syn)
FL G 3s (syn)
FL G 3s (syn)
FL G 3s (syn)
FL G 3s (syn)
FL R 3s (syn)
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HOW TO NAVIGATE USING THE 
CHANNEL MARKERS
Channel marks are coloured red and green to indicate which 
side of your vessel you should pass them on. 

When proceeding outbound;
Pass the red channel markers on your vessels starboard 
side (the starboard side is the right hand side of your boat 
when facing the bow) 
Pass green channel markers to port (The port side is the left 
hand side of your boat when facing the bow)

When proceeding inbound do the opposite i.e.
Pass the red channel markers on your vessels port side
Pass green channel markers to starboard

SAFETY INFORMATION

To Marina

To Sea
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SAFETY INFORMATION

TORY CHANNEL ENTRANCE 
The eastern Tory Channel entrance presents a number of 
hazards to the mariner. These include strong tidal streams, 
limited sea room and a blind corner. In summertime this area 
may be frequented by as many as twenty four fast moving 
ships in any given day.

To manage the risk the area has been defined as a Controlled 
Navigation Zone and specific radio practices must be followed; 

1. Keep a close listening watch on VHF 19 when in the vicinity    
    of Tory Channel Entrance.  

2. Make an ‘all ships’ radio call on VHF 19 to warn other 
    vessels of your intentions before transiting Tory Channel 
    Entrance.  See the example of an all ships call for 
    guidance. 

    Note, ‘All ships’ radio calls must be made at the reporting     
    points indicated on Chart NZ 6153 or 10 minutes prior to 
    passing East Head. 

Vessels navigating within or near Tory Channel Entrance 
must keep a vigilant watch on VHF 19 and avoid impeding the 
passage of transiting vessels

ALL SHIPS CALL EXAMPLE
All ships, all ships
This is the vessel (name)
The vessel (name) is proceeding outbound from Tory Channel 
Entrance and has an ETA at East Head of (time). 
I repeat, the vessel (name) is proceeding outbound from Tory 
Channel Entrance and has an ETA at East Head of (time). 
Vessel (name) is standing by on channel one nine. 
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NZ King Salmon has 5 farms
currently operating across 8 sites.

Queen Charlotte Sound
• Ruakaka Bay 
• Otanerau Bay

Tory Channel
• Clay Point 
• Te Pangu Bay

Pelorus Sound
• Waihinau Bay
• Forsyth Bay
• Crail Bay x 2

Salmon farms are secured with mooring lines that are 
sometimes difficult to see from the water surface. From a 
distance of 20m mooring lines may be less than 4m deep.  

All mariners should be aware of the locations of these farms. 
At night the salmon farms will be lit with yellow navigation lights 
that flash five times every twenty seconds FI(5)20s.

SALMON FARM ALERT

NZ King Salmon 
have recently been 
granted consent 
to establish 3 new 
farms at:
 • Waitata - Pelorus     
   (operational in 2015)

• Richmond  - Pelorus
   (operational from 2016)

• Ngamahau - Tory    
   Channel
    (operational from 2016)

Salmon farms should be approached with caution at all times.  
Diving around salmon farms is not advisable.
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If you have any concerns about environmental issues at 
a Marine Farm call the Environmental Hotline on

0800 433 2747

When you’re navigating near mussel farms you need to 
know the following:

• Always keep a good lookout 

• Never exceed 5 knots when navigating around mussel    
   farms

• Avoid entering mussel farms at night

• Orange floats mark the ends of each mussel line 

• At night, mussel farms are marked with yellow flashing 
   lights. The light sequence is a group of 5 flashes every 
   20 seconds. Fl (5) 20s

You are welcome to use marine farms for fishing however 
please follow these safety tips:

• Do not tie ropes to mussel floats. Rather, loop a rope 
   through the float handle and back to your vessel so you 
   can release quickly and easily 

• Never tie to a navigational light fixed to a buoy

• Do not anchor in the mussel farm

• Never discharge sewage near a marine farm

• Always keep a safe distance from vessels servicing or 
   harvesting mussel farms
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MARLBOROUGH MARINE 
RADIO ASSOCIATION

The Association is an Incorporated Society providing 
marine communication facilities throughout the wider 
Marlborough Sounds and Cook Strait areas. Its primary 

channels plus assistance to the boating fraternity.

For more information on becoming a member and 
access to the associations services please phone 

03 573 8851.

The following Marlborough Marine Radio VHF Channels 
are operator monitored between 0700 and 2200 hours 
daily.

Channel Call Sign

Channel 01 “Marlborough Radio Zero-One”
Channel 05 “Marlborough Radio Zero-Five”
Channel 63 “ Marlborough Radio Six-Three”   
Channel 65 “ Marlborough Radio Six-Five”

Channels 05 & 65 are linked on permanent basis

MMRA Weather Forecast Times:
Scheduled weather forecasts for sea areas Cook, Stephens 
and Abel are broadcast on Channels 01,05,63 and 65 at 
approx. 0835, 1135, 1735 hours daily. 
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RULES AND BYLAWSRULES AND BYLAWS

MARLBOROUGH NAVIGATION BYLAWS 
The Marlborough Sounds are enjoyed for a wide range of 
recreational and commercial pursuits and the popularity of the 
area is growing. To ensure the Sounds remains safe for all 
users certain activities are regulated through a series of local 
navigation bylaws. 

The Harbour Master has a duty to encourage compliance with 
the local navigation bylaws and it is your responsibility to know 
the rules that apply to you. This brochure contains some of the 
important bylaws that relate to recreational vessels but it is 
not exhaustive. There may be more bylaws that apply to your 
chosen activity. 

For a full copy of the bylaws contact the Harbour Masters office 
or check out the website www.pictonharbour.co.nz and click on 
the Harbour Master tab. 

LIFE JACKETS 
All recreational vessels are required to carry enough lifejackets 
for everyone on board. Lifejackets must be of the correct size 
for the people on-board and easily accessible at all times. 
This rule applies to vessels of all sizes including kayaks. The 

Marlborough Harbour Master takes a hard line on 
this rule. If you don’t have the correct number 

and sizes of lifejackets on-board expect a 
$200 infringement for each jacket you’re 
missing.

Note: There are some exceptions to this 
bylaw for certain activities. Please check the 

bylaws for further information. 
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RULES AND BYLAWSRULES AND BYLAWS

STICK
TO  THE

KNOT RULE

SPEED 

A 5 Knot Speed limit applies when operating a vessel:
• within 50m of any vessel, raft, or person in the water;
• within 200m of the shore or any structure;
• within 200m of a vessel or craft displaying a Dive 
    flag –  international code Flag A; 
• with a person sitting on the bow or overhanging the bow. 

Exemptions to the 5 knot rule occur in water-ski lanes or when 
the bylaw has been uplifted for an event such as a power boat 
race. 

DIVING 

All vessels engaged in diving 
operations must display a dive flag 
of 600mm x 600mm and preferably 
of rigid construction. 



22 

RULES AND BYLAWS

ANCHORING

Anchoring is permitted in most areas of the sounds however:

• Anchoring is prohibited within Picton Harbour inside a line 
from Wedge Point to The Snout. Vessels stopping in this 
area must arrange to use a registered mooring or berth; 

• In Waikawa Bay vessels must not anchor within the sectors 
of the marina leading lights;

• The quarantine anchorage on the western side of Mabel 
Island can only be used with permission from the Harbour 
Master;

• No vessel may anchor in a location 
   that obstructs access to a maritime 
   facility or endangers other vessels, 
   recreational craft or water users; 

• Look for triangular shore 
   markers and check 
   charts for Submarine 
   cables before 
   dropping anchor. 
   Any cables 
   accidentally lifted 
   should be reported to 
   Chorus NZ Limited.

NAVIGATION AIDS (BUOYS 
& BEACONS)

Tying up to a Navigation Aid is 
prohibited. Navigation aids are 
essential for safe navigation in the 
region and can be easily damaged. 

Vessel operators who breech this 
bylaw will face infringement costs 
plus the costs of an engineering 
report to determine the integrity of 
the navigation aid.   
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RULES AND BYLAWS

MOVING PROHIBITED ZONE AROUND SHIPS
No vessel may enter an area extending 500m ahead of a Ship 
and 50m either side or astern of a ship underway. A ship is 
defined as any vessel over 500 gross tonnes and includes 
all interisland ferries, log ships, cruise ships and many large 
commercial fishing boats and super yachts. 

LARGE SHIPS
When transiting through the Marlborough Sounds the path of 
large vessels over 500 Gross tonnes must not be impeded by 
smaller vessels of any type. 

MOORINGS

Most moorings in Marlborough are privately owned and have 
been consented for vessels of a particular size. It is unsafe 
to attach your vessel to a mooring if you are not aware of the 
holding capacity of the mooring or when it was last serviced. 

No person may obstruct access to a mooring without 
permission from the Harbour Master. Vessels tied to moorings 
for any length of time without the permission of the mooring 
owner may be removed by the Harbour Master. Expenses 
incurred for towing and storing of the removed vessel will be 
recoverable from the vessel owner. 

If you own a mooring please make sure your mooring number 
is visible on the float and your contact details logged with 
council are up to date. That way, we know how to contact you 
should your boat run into trouble on its mooring.  
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OIL SPILLS 
Oil spills on the water must be reported to the Harbour Master. 
Please call 520 7400 (24 hrs) to report a spill. Alternately 
advise Picton Harbour Radio on VHF 19 or Marlborough 
Marine Radio VHF on 01 or 65. 

It is an offence to discharge any oil products at sea and fines 
can be severe. Please only discharge oily waste at approved 
sites in the marinas. 

NAMING YOUR BOAT
In the Marlborough Sounds you are required to mark your 
vessel with a name or similar identifying mark such as a call 
sign. This must be displayed in such a way as to be clearly 
visible form 50m. 

As a guide, the Harbour Master suggests a minimum character 
height of 90mm. 

Small vessels powered with oars or paddles are only required 
to have the owners name and address marked somewhere on 
the hull.

MINIMUM AGE
No person under 15 
years of age may 
operate a power 
driven boat that is
 capable of 
exceeding 10 knots

RULES AND BYLAWS
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WATER SKI LANES 
In recognising the wide enjoyment of water-skiing as a 
recreational pursuit in the Sounds, designated water ski 
access lanes have been established by the Harbour Master. 
These lanes allow high speed access to and from the shore 
for the purpose of water skiing only. Lanes are marked with 
orange and black posts on shore and in some locations orange 
and black floats 200m offshore. 

Ski lane locations:
> Grove Arm
> Bottle Bay
> Umungata bay
> Ngakuta Bay
> Queen Charlotte 
   Sound
> Kaipakirikiri Bay
> Kumutoto Bay
> Ruakaka Bay
> Kenepuru Sound
> Te Mahia Bay

Note: the direction of travel shown applies to all ski lanes 
in Marlborough except Kumutoto Bay where the opposite 
direction of travel applies. 

General Rules for Access Lanes
• Take off and land within the lane
• Keep to the correct side of the lane for your direction of travel
• Enter and leave a lane at right angles to the shore
• Always have an observer in the towing vessel watching the 

skier at all times. The skipper of the boat cannot fulfil this 
responsibility.

• Ensure your conduct within a lane never endangers other 
persons or vessels. 

• Never water-ski at  night

All skiers should familiarise themselves with the full set of 
bylaws relating to the use of these access lanes. These can 
be found in section 3.6 and 3.7 of the Marlborough Navigation 
Bylaws available at www.pictonharbour.co.nz.

RULES AND BYLAWS
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COLLISION REGULATIONS
PART 22 OF THE NEW ZEALAND MARITIME RULES.

All boaties need to know the collision regulations. These rules 
have been established to prevent collisions at sea and are 
sometimes referred to as the give way rules. The rules outline 
the actions you need to take to prevent a collision with another 
vessel. 

If you’re a recreational boatie one of the smartest things you 
can do to keep you, your mates and your family safe on the 
water is to complete a boat master or day skipper course. 
These challenging courses are the best way to learn the give 
way rules. 

If you would like a free booklet on the collision regulations, 
contact the Harbour Masters office or ask a harbour patrol boat 
skipper. You can also access lots of useful information on the 
Maritime New Zealand website. 
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RUBBISH

We need to protect and care for our natural environment and 
recreational facilities so we can all continue to enjoy the great 
outdoors. No-one likes to see rubbish in the Marlborough 
Sounds; either on the land or in the water.

The Department of Conservation operates a "pack it in, pack it 
out" policy in the Sounds. Rubbish removal is the responsibility 
of the visitor.

Please use the rubbish facilities listed on these pages 
whenever you have waste to get rid of.

Think about what you really need to take with you on your 
boating outing. Recycling facilities are much easier to find 
in large urban centres so transfer food items into reusable 
containers and leave the cardboard boxes, tin cans and plastic 
bags in your household recycling bins, or take them to the 
recycling facilities at transfer stations.

Take rubbish bags with you and clean any disposable 
containers in your dish-wash water before placing them in the 
bag. This helps reduce odours which may mean fewer trips to 
rubbish disposal facilities.

Lastly, if you come across 
someone else's rubbish, be part 
of the rubbish solution by picking it 
up and putting it your rubbish bag 
for disposal at one of the Port or 
Council facilities.

PACK IT IN
PACK IT OUT

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION
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PACK IT IN
PACK IT OUT

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION



MARINE MAMMALS 
Marine Mammals are common in the sounds. Dolphins, seals 
and even some species of whales frequent the area. 

When navigating near marine mammals the following rules 
apply:
• Do not circle them, obstruct their path or cut through any  
   group;
• Keep at least 50m away from whales at all times;
• Proceed slowly at speeds of less than 10 knots; 
• At any time, only a maximum of three vessels should be 

within 300m of the mammals.

It is a criminal offence to harass or disturb marine mammals.

Slow speed

Avoid
this
area

300m

Dolphins

Slow speed

Avoid
this
area

300m
50m

Whales
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If you would like to learn more about Marlborough’s dolphins, 
whales and seals, and best practice on navigation around 
them, DOC will be hosting 2 hr evening presentations 
over January in Picton and Kaikoura. Please email 
skipperscourse@doc.govt.nz to register your interest.
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For artistic services the Harbour Master would like to acknowledge:
Dianna Robjohns – Shipping and landscape photography 
Cheryl L Cross - Dolphin photography 
Stampede Design - Graphic design
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IN AN EMERGENCY

• Call 111 & ask for the emergency service you require.

• Broadcast a Mayday or Pan Pan on Marine VHF channel 16

• Contact Marlborough Marine Radio on the appropriate    
   VHF frequency & ask them to call 111

COASTGUARD MARLBOROUGH
HELPING YOU 'STAY SAFE IN THE SOUNDS'

COASTGUARD MARLBOROUGH
HELPING YOU 'STAY SAFE IN THE SOUNDS'

Coastguard Marlborough is a volunteer 
organization whose prime focus is saving 
lives at sea.

We’re part of a strategically created national network 
covering New Zealand's coastline and major lakes and are 
New Zealand's primary marine search & rescue organization.

We work closely with St John to provide New Zealand's only 
Marine Ambulance service. We also provide on water transport 
for Police, the New Zealand Fire Service, & other emergency 
services in the Marlborough area.

OUR VOLUNTEERS ARE HERE TO HELP 
24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.



Don’t just 
cross the Strait
Cruise it.

interislander.co.nz


