
Cemetery Fees and Charges 
Have Your Say 

A change to the way fees are charged when managing Marlborough’s 
cemeteries is proposed.  Currently the costs towards the purchase of plots, 
interments and ongoing maintenance and management of the Council’s eight 
open cemeteries are 70% ratepayer funded with customers contributing 30% 
of costs. 

It is proposed the split of costs between ratepayers and customers be shifted to 
50% ratepayer funded and 50% user pays.  The fee structure proposes district 
wide fees which mean that all cemeteries under the Council’s administration will 
incur the same fees.  This will enable a consistent management approach to the 
Council’s cemetery facilities across Marlborough. 

As an example a change to a 50/50 (rate funded/user pays) system would see 
the proposed increase in fees at the following cemeteries.  

Note: The current fees are subject to a 3.9% CPI increase. 

Fairhall, Picton, 
Omaka, Rai Valley and 
Tua Marina Cemeteries 

Current Fee Proposed Fee 

Burial plot (adult) $1,083 $2,140 
Interment (adult) $697 $1,380 
Ashes beam plot (adult) $357 $970 
Interment (adult) $137 $280 

 
Ward Cemetery Current Fee Proposed Fee 
Burial plot (adult) $201 $2,140 
Interment (adult) $697 $1,380 
Ashes beam plot (adult) No Infrastructure  N/A 
Interment (adult) No Infrastructure  N/A 

 
 Havelock and Seddon 

Cemeteries 
Current Fee Proposed Fee 

Burial plot (adult) $741 $2,140 
Interment (adult) $697 $1,380 
Ashes beam plot (adult) $357 $970 
Interment (adult) $137 $280 



Rates Reduction 

The proposed fee structure would provide the Council with approximately an 
additional $138,000 per year from the fees. There would be a matching 
$138,000 per year reduction in general rates (0.2%).  

Burials and Ashes 
The average number of interments per cemetery per year is provided below 
based on the last 10 years of data. 

Cemetery Name Interment Burials Interment Ashes 
Fairhall 74 78 
Havelock 3 4 
Omaka 6 12 
Picton 9 13 
Rai Valley N/A N/A 
Seddon 5 3 
Tua Marina 5 5 
Ward 1 1 

Note: Data sets are not available for Rai Valley Cemetery as the Council only recently 
started managing this cemetery. 

Community Benefits 
Cemeteries are important for the Marlborough community therefore it is 
appropriate that there is an element of ratepayer funding for managing 
cemeteries.  The proposed fee changes are about what the private versus 
public benefit ratio should be. 

Feedback 
The Council is seeking feedback on whether you think a 50% ratepayer 
funded and 50% user pays system is equitable or whether you think there 
should be a different split. 

Additional Information 
More information about this review can be found on the Council’s website at 
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/services/cemeteries. 

Feedback closes on 5 April 2019.   You can use an online feedback form at 
https://www.marlborough.govt.nz/your-council/have-your-say-consultations 
to let us know your views or email us on cemeteryfees@marlborough.govt.nz. 
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