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Dear Sir/Madam 

Hydrant Use for Irrigation Water 

For many years Marlborough District Council has approved water being taken from its urban water 
supplies (hydrants) to provide water during emergency situations and droughts.  This has included water 
made available for irrigation during drought when the Southern Valleys Irrigation Scheme (SVIS) 
becomes unavailable due to low Wairau River flows. 

Until last summer the taking of water for irrigation purposes from the Blenheim supply has been 
intermittent, with only low volumes taken. However during February 2019, after an extended dry period, 
large numbers of trucks took water from the Blenheim supply - 33,000 cubic metres - for emergency 
viticulture irrigation use in the Southern Valleys area. 

This generated complaints from the community.  A legal review of Council’s ability to provide this water 
and the resource consent conditions under which the urban water supply is operated is underway.  The 
legal review will determine if the conditions of the Blenheim water supply resource consent will allow 
water use for irrigation in the future. 

Pending the outcome of the legal review, Council will allow such water use to continue for those 
properties which received water last summer, where no alternative supply is available to those properties. 

We will advise you of the outcome of the legal review in due course. 

Can you please let me know if you think you will require tankered water from the Blenheim supply during 
February or March and, if so, how much water you expect to need?  Are you also able to advise when 
you expect your grapes to be harvested this season? 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

STEPHEN ROONEY 
OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE ENGINEER 


