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1. This is a supplementary to Fish and Game’s information provided at hearing nine 

(water quality and stock exclusion). 

 

2. As I understand it, the panel was interested in hearing further about the situation 

with the fish hatchery on Mill Stream. The manager and owner of this hatchery, 

Pieter Wielhelmus, has provided a statement on his experiences with the effects of 

agriculture on his hatchery. This is attached in Appendix 1.  

 

3. I was asked questions at the hearing on how to provide for alternatives to stock 

exclusion in situations where the costs – economic and environmental - of stock 

exclusion would exceed the benefits. The deer industry had I stated that I considered 

that the plan could provide for a consent for alternatives to fencing either as a 

restricted discretionary or full discretionary activity. 

  

4. In my answer to Commissioners I indicated that such a consent would be in addition 

to the stock exclusion rules already present in the proposed plan. Such a consent 

should contain the ability for Council to assess the following: 

 

a. The need for an alternative 

b. The risks and benefits of the alternative regime 

c. Any farm environmental plan that details how the alternative regime will be 

implemented and managed. An independent review of the farm environment 

plan could be considered here.  

d. The ability, through consent conditions, for compliance to be undertaken to 

assess the effectiveness of the farm environment plan and for changes to the 

consent to be made under s128 provisions.  

e. The term of consent.  

 

5. I consider that discretionary or restricted discretionary activity status is best, as 

Council should retain the ability to decline consent.  

 

6. Fish and Game is happy to provide further advice to the Commissioners if necessary.  

 

Peter Wilson 

Senior Environmental Planner 



Appendix 1 – Statement of Pieter Wielhelmus 

 




