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1. In the course of deliberations on the issue of heritage listings in the Marlborough 

Environment Plan (MEP), the Panel has received a letter dated 7 May 2018, copy 

attached, from Nelson Marlborough District Health Board (the Health Board), 

which is a further submitter, asserting that the former Nurses’ Home at Wairau 

Hospital “has a significant amount of asbestos and is considered a seismic risk”.  

2. No engineering or other evidence was provided to the Hearing Panel to support 

either of those propositions.  

3. At the hearing on 12 March 2018, the Hearing Panel received evidence from 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga (Heritage New Zealand) requesting that 

the building be listed as a Category B building requiring protection in Schedule 2 

of Appendix 13 of the MEP. That evidence was given by James Jacobs, the 

Director of the Central Regional Office of Heritage New Zealand, and Sylvia Allan, 

a planner. 

4. The section 42A report recommended that, because of its current condition, the 

building not be listed. However, the report did note the building was of ‘some 

significance’, and concluded with some suggestions as to possibilities of 

negotiations to seek a practical use for it with an aim to it being saved.  

5. The witnesses for Heritage New Zealand both challenge an implication they 

suggest exists in the section 42A report that what they describe as ‘dereliction 

through neglect’ can be accepted as a valid reason for not protecting what would 

otherwise be a valuable heritage resource building.  

6. The Hearing Panel is reluctant to make decisions based on correspondence 

unsupported by engineering reports.  If such reports are held by the Health Board 

then the Panel requests copies be made available to it.  
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7. The Panel directs the further submitter, the Health Board, to advise it by Friday 29 

June 2018, whether it holds any such reports as to the state of the building and 

hazards relating to it, and if so, to make them available.  

 
Dated 14 May 2018  

 
 

 

 

Councillor Trevor Hook 

Chair of the MEP Hearing Panel 

 






