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Marlborough Roads  

Local Road Asset Management Report – September 2012 
R825-01 

General 
Excellent progress is being made on reinstatement of road damage following the storm events which 
occurred during August 2012.  These events caused numerous slips and scour damage to a large part of 
the network.  This work is expected to be complete by October November. 

Otherwise the network is in good order with a catch up made by HEB to get routine maintenance on 
programme following the events in August.  There has been some criticism of gravelled road surfacing on 
upper sections of the Awatere valley Road.  The roughness meters fitted to Marlborough Roads, and our 
Suppliers’ vehicles have proved invaluable to assess the actual roughness and to subsequently convey this 
information back to residents to provide them with an accurate measure of road condition.  The outcome has 
been an acceptance that the road is in an acceptable condition and generally well within specification 

Programming of the road renewal treatments is agreed with a start to the “thin asphalt surfacing” (TAS) 
programmed to commence in November. 

Work within NZTA on the Maintenance and Operations Review (NZTA’s equivalent to the Road 
Maintenance Task Force working group) has continued with outcomes expected to be rolled out in 
November for implementation around NZ’s State highway network as older style contracts are renewed. 

Financial Commentary 
The expenditure is well within budget after three months of operations in the new financial year.  The 
contracts in place with HEB and Opus will deliver outcomes within budget during the 2012/13 year. 
Expenditure as for last year can be expected to rise to closer to the budget line as the year progresses.  
Minimal additional work on the network has been done because of the resource needed to urgently react 
to storm damage responses 

The table and graph for maintenance and renewals for District Council roads is attached. 

Monthly Activities 

Professional Services and Physical Works Maintenance Contracts 
Changes to the Opus contract extension are already providing some efficiencies.  Marlborough Roads 
have assumed responsibility for all Traffic Management Plan approvals as from 1 October.  Consultant 
reporting is now required bi-monthly instead of monthly; however financial information is more frequently 
monitored reporting.   

HEB are performing well within their required performance indicators.  Some work is proposed with the 
independent auditing process to ensure all parties are aligned.   

Marlborough Roads Activities 
In line with variations to the streamlined extended Opus contract as mentioned above, Marlborough 
Roads from 1 October will be approving all Traffic Management Plans.   

Crown Fibres UFB installation is ongoing within Blenheim and consuming a considerable resource.  
Marlborough Roads along with Council Management is in final stages of developing a cost recovery 
framework. 

Three Marlborough Roads staff received training on CS-VUE, which is an on-line product that tracks and 
manages resource consent compliance. 



 

Steve Murrin and Wayne Oldfield attended a RAMM Workshop reviewing new products available and 
how they can help improve asset management.  They also attended a seminar on how to effectively 
recycle asphalt and reduce landfill waste. 

Marlborough Roads have been working closely with Stephen Hodgens from BeforeUdig and 
Marlborough’s local utility operators to implement the new BeforeUdig and CAR Manager System.  We 
are working to a go live date of 1 December. 

Interviews were held for the Marlborough Roads safety engineer position. 

Project Status 

State Highways 
SH 6 Springlands Roundabout design proposals are going through a design safety audit process.   
Marlborough Roads are still asking NZTA national office whether there is a possibility of NZTA funding. 

Design work is about to get underway on the safety improvement SH 1 Hazard Protection Picton to Blenheim. 

Local Roads 
Work on the construction of the Liz Davidson Park in Queen Street has commenced.   

Flood damage repairs were being undertaken across the network. 

Communications  
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table 
identifies some of those contacts during the month. 

Mark Wybourne - Kenepuru Logging Proposal  
Vintners Rapaura Underpass Opening - Student Art.  Frank made opening address 
Peter Matthewson - Opus manager 
Bruce Pulman - HEB owner 

Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following is a 
breakdown of communication information managed from the Marlborough Roads office.   

Compliment 1   (1%) 
Complaint 41 (34%) 
General Communication 5   (4%) 
Incident Response 34 (28%) 
Planning 1   (1%) 
Physical Works Request  6   (5%) 
Request for Service 24 (20%) 
Query 7   (6%) 
Services Application 1   (1%) 

Road Safety 
The reports coming through from the Police Department have been spasmodic as their new centralised 
filing system is put into place.  The reports we have received indicate there were five reported crashes for 
the month of September. 

There were four reported crashes on the District Council network, one involving minor injury. 

There was one reported crash on the State highway network for the month of September. 

Health & Safety 
There were no LT1’s reported during this time. 
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NZ Transport Agency – 2011/12 Year in Review 
          R900-01 

Attached separately is a copy of the NZ Transport Agency’s 2011/12 Year in Review which presents 
highlights from the recently tabled annual reports for the NZ Transport Agency and the National Land 
Transport Fund. 

The Year in Review gives a good snapshot of what they have been up to in 2011/12; and in the “From the 
Chief Executive” section, Mr Geoff Dangerfield (Chief Executive) has included his perspective on what 
can be expected from them in the 2012-15 period.  

Whether looking ahead or back, the common denominator in the report is their focus on delivering 
solutions that provide transport users with increasingly safer, more efficient and more reliable travel 
experiences. 

 Page 5 



 

Rivers and Drainage Section 

River Works Activity Report  
(Information prepared by G Dick, B Williman, R Fitzgerald, S Bezar, K McFall, L Kuta, D Aires) 
 R540-03 

Wairau River 

Routine maintenance 
Annual mowing of stop banks completed.   River protection willow planting also completed. 

Lower Wairau river mouth guide bank  
A section of the rock armouring on the mouth guide bank has slumped due to wave action over the 
winter, early spring period.   This will be repaired as soon as the white-baiting season has finished. 

Lower Wairau stopbank upgrade 
A topographical survey has been completed by Opus to investigate stopbank upgrade options along 
Jones Road for the proposed stopbank raising/upgrade.  Two options are being considered with one of 
the options making Jones Road iflood free. 

Test pits were excavated at the downstream end of Beatsons Overflow to see what fill may be available 
for the stopbank works.  The test pits indicated suitable fill is available here.  

We have not been able to secure a date for the second meeting with iwi to discuss the proposed 
stopbank upgrade works. 

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries 

Omaka River 
Several landowners have requested Council to assist with carrying out permanent bank erosion repairs 
following the flood event last winter. 

Outline design and costing of the works is well advanced and agreements will shortly be forwarded to the 
landowners for signing before the work can start.  The agreements outline responsibility for the work 
costs, responsibility for future maintenance of the works and Council’s role. 

Gibsons Creek  
Ongoing routine channel and culvert inspections carried out including cleaning intake screens and 
removal of rubbish.  Further silt removal from the Gibsons creek intake canal has been carried out.  

The river intakes were reinstated on 17/10/2012 (Wairau); 24/10/2012 (Wairau & Waihopai); 30/10/2012 
(Wairau) and 31/10/2012 (Waihopai). 

Waihopai River 
Channel improvements and erosion control works carried out to repair flood damaged downstream of 
State Highway 6. 
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Drainage 

Spring Creek 
Willow removal within the esplanade reserve adjoining the camp ground area is underway as concern has 
been expressed by camp management regarding risk to campers from falling branches.  A qualified 
arborist has been employed to carry out works to ensure a good visual outcome.  

Opportunities exist on this Council reserve area for riparian planting to be undertaken as willows are 
progressively removed. 

Rural drain maintenance 
• Spring drain inspections completed and spray programme underway. 

• Met with Blenheim Golf Club members to discuss drainage issues and options for resolution. Some 
long section data to be gathered and this will assist with determining what may be required.. 

• Mowing of some drain batters with side arm reach mower complete. 

• A letter drop was sent to residents adjoining the Railway drain requesting that they stop dumping 
garden waste over the fence and into the drain. 

• Hand cleaning/clearing schedule of works created from drain inspections provided to contractor  to 
undertake when blown out of drain spraying. 

• We have completed some trial hydroseeding of a section of slumping drain.  This drain bank had 
been defoliated with spray by the landowner and the unprotected soil was steadily eroding. 

Pump Station maintenance 
Swamp Road   
The No 2 pump has been removed for service due to excessive vibration. . The pump will require a new 
shaft and bearings and the pump housing requires realignment work.  The No1 pump will also be 
removed for a full service once No 2 is reinstalled. 

Woolley and Jones  
Discussions have been held with a property owner regarding the potential to increase pumping capacity. 
Due to the age of the pumps full reconditioning of both pumps is warranted prior to any consideration of 
increasing operational RPM.  Existing electrical equipment is able to provide for an increase in RPM on 
the pumps. 

Waterlea Creek  
This pumping station is now able to be operated at the new increased capacity. Final setting of electrode 
controls for the duty will be undertaken during the next Taylor River flood during Nelson Street roadway 
submergence.   

Monro Street 
This station has been repainted and surrounding area and fencing tidied up.  

Main Street Pumping Station 
The proposed rebuilding of this pump station and future land purchase necessary has been discussed 
with the property owner. 

Work is continuing on the preparation of a consultancy design brief for the upgrade. Selection of 
engineering consultants will be via a staff assessment of both costs and competency attributes 
demonstrated by the consultancy office.    
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Lower Opawa River 
A mechanical weed cut of the river is underway. 

Taylor River: Town Area 
Rock protection of eroding areas of channel edge adjacent to the Hutcheson Street is largely complete. 
Further work is planned for upstream of the High Street bridge.   The winter flood events had significantly 
exacerbated erosion of the sections of bare bank edges. 

Floodway Reserves 
• Logging of one pine block at Conders and two black poplar blocks at Waihopai Bridge and Hillocks 

Road is now complete. These blocks will be wind-rowed and burnt prior to replanting next winter. Two 
smaller blocks of Eucalyptus trees have been pruned and thinned. 

• All the reserve areas and some stopbanks have now been mown. Some high use areas will be mown 
again prior to Christmas and events such as the Marlborough Rowing Championships. With the 
decline in available grazing animals the growth on some leased stopbanks has become rank and a 
potential fire risk, hence the need to control this seasonal growth. 

• The various plantings undertaken with Landscape Group funding have been completed and the 
planted areas are now being mown and released. This work should be completed by the end of 
November. 

• Those reserve areas that suffered recent flood damage are having fences repaired and berm and 
channel works undertaken.  The main areas are the Upper Opawa, Roses Overflow and sections of 
the Lower Opawa River. 

• New signs have been installed at planting sites and 3 gates repaired at the Taylor River following a 
vehicle theft and gate crashing event upstream of the Burleigh Bridge. One new gate has been 
installed at the Meadowbank Bridge to limit unwanted vehicle access. 

Wither Hills 
Planting programme progressed, significant expenditure on repairing tracks and culverts due to flood 
damage carried out.  

Picton, Sounds and Awatere 

Rai River 
Snagging work completed at Brown River/Rai confluence. 

Waikawa and Waitohi Rivers 
Ongoing routine maintenance inspections and rubbish/debris removal carried out 

Tirimoana and Anakiwa 
The issue of foreshore erosion has been discussed with residents.  Council staff have suggested that the 
Residents Assn formally request Council to become involved as funding and the appropriate resource 
consents, which will be necessary for the coastline and seabed works, are contemplated. 
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Investigation and Miscellaneous 

Taylor/Opawa Monitoring 
A surveying party has been selected and briefed on required cross section surveying throughout the 
Taylor/Opawa floodways.  The work is to commence immediately and should be finished early in the New 
Year. 

Caseys Creek / Expansion of Lansdowne Park 
A survey is being carried out to design the cut and fill options for the upgrade of the lower end of Caseys 
Creek and the adjacent floodway.   The work is necessary preparation for the expansion of Lansdowne 
sports grounds and to increase the capacity of the Caseys Creek outfall to accommodate the probable 
Blenheim north development area. 

Waikawa Stream 
Work is underway to hydraulically model the upgraded lower Waikawa River.  This will help determine the 
final achieved flood capacity and whether adjacent flood hazard mapping should be updated. 

A hydrological model has been set up to determine a design storm hydrograph.  The new channel will 
also be surveyed to provide the key dimensional data for the hydraulic model.  

Taylor Pass development stormwater 
A resource consent application has been prepared to divert stormwater from the final hill catchment that 
could affect Council’s Taylor Pass housing development.   The application is complete and is in the 
process of green form sign-off to help expedite the processing time.   

Construction of the stormwater cut-off will be carried out once the consent gets sign-off. 

Brookby Road 
The Rivers Section is assisting Marlborough Roads with developing options for improving stormwater 
management along Brookby Road.  The winter storms caused erosion of the cover of a section of SVIS 
pipe and overwhelmed existing road water table capacity. 

A hydrological and hydraulic assessment while be undertaken to determine design flows and come up 
with some practical suggestions for improvements.   We aim to have some recommendations to 
Marlborough Roads before the Christmas break. 

University Student 
A university student is beginning work in the Assets & Services Department as a shared resource 
between Rivers and Operations.  A key task will be to use Council’s GIS to establish a photo data base 
isearch tool for Rivers section flood records. 

Gravel Extraction 

YTD volumes 
Gravel extraction figures for the seven month period up to 30 September 2012 are as follows: 

Wairau River  
Reach (Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road 
Bridge, where annual allocation is set at 245,000 m³ 

74,465 m³ 
(30% of annual allocation) 

Other rivers within in the district (incl. Sounds, Upper 
Wairau & Awatere) 16,624 m³ 

Total to date for the Marlborough District 
 (March to September 2012) 91,089 m³ 
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Below is a plot of gravel extraction in the Wairau River for the ‘Waihopai confluence to the Ferry Bridge’ 
reach.  It continues to show there has been a significant reduction in gravel extraction.  This is due to the 
downturn in demand. However, this year’s extraction rate is tracking slightly above 2011/12. 

 

Gravel Extracted (March to following Feb)
Wairau River (Waihopai confl. to Ferry Rd. Bridge)
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This plot demonstrates the 
reduction in gravel extraction 
since 2008 over the 'Waihopai 
confl. to Ferry Rd. Bridge' reach 
of the Wairau River. This is the 
reach subject to the most gravel 
extraction activity by local 
contractors.

2012 Progress

 

Contractors meeting 
A meeting to discuss the new extraction policy which comes into effect from 1 March 2013 was held on 
5 ovember 2012.  Following are the notes from the meeting.   No changes to the new extraction policies 
are proposed following the meeting. 

File Ref: R540-08 
Date: 6 November 2012 
  
File Note:  

From: Judith North 

Subject: Gravel Contractors Meeting 5th November 2012 

• A meeting with gravel contractors was held on 5th November 2012 to discuss the ‘Wairau Gravel 
Extraction Review 2012’ as reported to the Assets and Services Committee on 11 October 2012. 

• Prior to the meeting Contractors were sent an information package of the analysis of the Wairau 
Riverbed Levels and proposed changes to gravel allocations and charges. 

• Laddie Kuta, Investigations Engineer, presented his report ‘Changes in the Wairau River Bed: 
Aggrading/Degradation between Tuamarina and Waihopai River: 1969-2012’, (July2012). 

• Geoff Dick and Kevin McFall outlined: 
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o The approved reduced gravel allocation for the reach, reducing from 245,000m3 to 
135,000m3 for 2013/14, 121,500m3 for 2014/15, 109,000m3 for 2015/16 and 98,000m3 
for 2016/17. 

o The gravel allocation for each contractor in each gravel management zone was 
presented. The table had been sent out earlier in the info package to contractors. The 
table of allocations was not questioned. 

o The proposed 10% increase in charges for the next 4 year period. 

o The establishment of annual site licences for gravel processing sites on MDC land, 
effective from 1/3/2013. 

• Discussion was also held on rivers outside of the Wairau floodway and further sources of gravel. 
It was pointed out the Lower Waihopai is continuing to degrade because of to the effects of the 
Waihopai Dam holding up sediment transport, so limiting options for gravel removal.  Omaka 
River has a limited supply of gravel and extraction will be considered on a case by case basis. 

• A source of gravel has been identified by MDC at Loddon Lane in the Wairau River. Gravel 
extraction would benefit the landholders on the south bank. The extraction could be used to coax 
the river away from the properties that have been subject to bank erosion in recent years. 
Location and numbers of stockpile/processing sites would have to be investigated further as the 
current site is on private land.  Access across an active channel to extraction sites would also 
need further investigation.  

• Discussion on the Gravel Permit system. No adverse comments from the contractors, so assume 
they accept the system is working well. 

• Comments from contractors were: 

o T Gill would have preferred to have a member of the A&S committee present so that they 
can hear their comments firsthand. A committee member has been present in the past 
but was an oversight by MDC on this occasion. MDC to arrange a committee member to 
be present next time. 

o T Gill said the MDC should see the ‘bigger picture’, that reducing extraction volumes will 
increase costs to MDC as they take about 60% of the product through various projects 
eg; roading and infrastructure.  The additional gravel required to meet demand will need 
to be trucked in at significant additional cost. These costs will need to be past on to end 
users. 

o M Newman asked about the Waihopai Dam and its effects on gravel availability.  
Essentially the Waihopai River is aggrading above the dam and degrading below the 
dam. This effect also reduces the supply of gravel to the Wairau River from the Waihopai 
River. Gravel extraction from the Waihopai River will be considered on case by case 
basis depending on benefits and effects.  Presently only Bryant Earthworks have a permit 
at Marisco’s property at the end of Guernsey Road. The extraction reduces the flood risk 
on Marisco’s property and other downstream properties. 

o Mike Edridge questioned that with the reduction in gravel extraction there would be less 
income for the supervision and management of the gravel resource. MDC staff costs 
would increase if they have to travel further afield to other gravel extraction sites. 
Increased charges on limited resource may reduce gravel sales further thereby reducing 
income to MDC (shoe store analogy). MDC-Rivers advised the 10% increase in charges 
is an inflation adjustment rather than offsetting reduced revenue from less gravel 
extraction. 

o T Gill suggested a source of gravel would be excavation from within the berm area 
leaving duck ponds as a result. MDC Rivers considers this is not desirable as it provides 
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a potential of creating scour holes during a large flood event and weakening the buffer 
zone between active riverbed and the main stopbank. 

o T Gill also commented that he thought the berms in general were silting up. He 
suggested berm lowering would provide more flood flow capacity at the same time 
providing a gravel resource.  He also questioned whether MDC only surveyed the 
riverbed and that build-up on berms from floods may be decreasing the flood capacity of 
the Wairau River.  MDC Rivers assured the meeting that surveys were taken right out to 
the stopbank, when required, to allow for hydraulic analysis of the flood capacity of the 
Wairau River.  MDC Rivers advise the berms will remain as a buffer between active 
riverbed and the stopbanks. 

o In summary the meeting was congenial with few questions from the contractors. They 
accepted the findings of the review, and changes to gravel allocations and charges. It is 
believed the acceptance is because the message to contractors since 2004 is that gravel 
extraction rates cannot be sustained and must reduced. The meeting went for one hour. 

In attendance were: 

Contractor Names 
Findlater Construction Ron Findlater 
Mike Edridge Contracting Ltd Mike and Malcolm Edridge 
Gill Construction Tony Gill, Roger Earl 
Fulton Hogan Tim Glanville, Neill Kydd, Jo Prigmore 
HEB Smithbridge Ltd Shane Nicholls, Gerry McLaughlin 
Newman Excavations Murray Newman 
Simcox Construction Ian Simcox, Antony Clark 
Marlborough Roads Steve Murrin 
MDC - Rivers Geoff Dick, Laddie Kuta, Kevin McFall, David Aires 

 

Record No. 12382832 

Quarries 

Pukaka 
Work continues to win and sort the continuing demand for large rock for the remaining Wairau and Taylor 
River flood damage repairs. 

Progress also continues to be made on preparing the new contract documents and the quarry 
management plan. 
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Planning and Development Section 

Picton Sewerage Upgrade – Stage 1 – Outfall Contract 
2011/57 
(Information prepared by B Oliver) C315-11-57 

Background 
As reported in the June 2012 Information Package this contract is the first stage in the upgrade of the 
whole trunk sewer from Waikawa Bay to a new outfall in Picton Harbour. 

The contract was awarded to Hawkins Infrastructure Ltd during May 2012 with local sub-contractors 
carrying out the physical construction works comprising of the following: 

• A new marine outfall and diffuser pipeline in Picton Harbour at the northern end of Port 
Marlborough land. 

• New 1.7 km pipeline along Dublin Street and Lagoon Road to the new marine outfall 
including connection to the existing Picton Sewage Treatment Plant effluent pipeline. 

• A new pipeline along Dublin Street for the future conveyance of recycled effluent. 

• Demolition and removal of the existing outfall pipeline along the shoreline from the new 
outfall to Kaipupu Point and including the sub-sea section at Kaipupu Point. 

Progress to date 
Progress on the land based work has gone well despite difficult ground conditions along the whole 
pipeline route ranging from hard rock to soft fill. The attached photos are samples of the onshore pipeline 
construction and show the demanding physical and weather conditions encountered along the route. 

The pipeline has been installed off Lagoon Road and west of Dublin Street. 

Pressure testing of the pipe along Lagoon Road has been completed. 

The near shore pipeline trench has been excavated awaiting installation of that section of outfall pipe. 

Work to Complete 
A de-aeration chamber between the onshore and offshore sections, the offshore pipeline/diffuser, 
demolition and removal of the existing outfall and various minor works are yet to be completed. 

Programme 
The onshore pipeline is on programme with work completed and in time to meet increased activity in and 
around the Port area going into summer. The offshore work has become critical on the program due to 
minor delays and availability of the sub-contractor but will be complete for timely commissioning in the 
New Year. 

Budget 
To date variations set against savings made by rationalising the design during construction are cost 
neutral. There is a contingency sum budgeted for any further variations. 
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Riverlands Water – Cloudy Bay Reservoir 
(Information prepared by S Donaldson) W135-R03 

Upgrade of the Cloudy Bay Business Park Reservoir including seismic strengthening was budgeted for 
this financial year and was programmed to be completed prior to the 2013 grape harvest commencing. 
Tenders were issued to five construction companies. Four of the five attended a combined site visit but 
only two tenders were received. 

Due to delays in assessing tenders and receiving further information it has been necessary to reject both 
tenders.  It is critical the reservoir is in service at the start of the grape harvest. 

Staff will review options for completing the upgrade after the 2013 vintage.  The contract that was 
tendered included significant pipe upgrades as well as replacement of sealants, repairs, a membrane 
cover over the roof and concrete construction. Council may achieve a better tender outcome by splitting 
the work into more contracts.  This would only be considered where there is clear separation of contractor 
responsibility. 

 

 

 

 Page 15 



 

Blenheim Sewage Treatment Plant Upgrade 
(Information prepared by S Donaldson) S135-B02-02 

Summary of the Upgrade 
The upgrade will improve effluent quality and reduce environmental effects. Discharge of effluent to the 
Opawa River will cease and be replaced by discharge to the Wairau Estuary on the outgoing tide through 
a new outfall and discharge to 140 hectares of Council owned land around the treatment plant through an 
irrigation system.  Additional treatment is being provided in 15 hectares of new ponds and wetlands. 

Permissions 
The existing and proposed ponds and wetlands are covered by designation. Resource consents are in 
place.  Historic Place Trust approval has been granted. 

Archaeological investigations have been carried out; however there remains the potential for discovery of 
artefacts during construction. 

Earthworks are subject to a discovery protocol. 

Design and Review 
Design is by consultant CH2M Beca with peer review by Opus International Consultants.  NIWA reviewed 
the design and selection of plants for the wetlands. 

Contract Documents 
Contract documents have been prepared by CH2M Beca with conditions of tender and contract reviewed 
by Westbury Law. 

Contracts 
Contracts have been let for: 

• Outfall pump supply awarded to KSB for $301,915 

• Wetlands plantings awarded to Kauri Park Nurseries for $360,065 

• Main upgrade awarded to HEB Construction for $12,282,469 including provisional sum. 

The four companies short listed through the expression of interest process submitted tenders.  
HEB Construction scored the highest grade in the tender evaluation. 

The new outfall is programmed for commissioning in October 2013. 

All of the above tender acceptance prices exclude contingency. 

Budget 
The forecast total cost for the project is within budget. 

Landscaping 
Landscape planting along boundaries with private properties and roads is currently underway.  
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Renwick Water Supply 
(Information prepared by S Donaldson) W135-R04 

During summer there is little margin between consumption and supply.  More water could be made 
available from new wells to the north on Conders Bend Road; however the cost to do this is estimated to 
be $1.3 million excluding the cost of any treatment.  Given the substantial cost it has been assumed that 
the increasing demand from a growing population will be met without increasing capacity of the source, 
by a combination of reduction in leakage and losses from the reticulation and demand control by 
restrictions as required and in the future by metering all customers and charging for consumption. 

The Renwick water treatment plant was constructed on a small site in farm land in the 1970s.  Now there 
are residential sections up to the water treatment plant boundary.  To fit with the new environment, it is 
proposed that the building housing the pumps be extensively upgraded to reduce noise output and a new 
silenced generator installed to run the plant in the event of a power outage.  It is proposed to budget for 
this upgrade in 2013-14.  The generator will be sized on the basis given above ie; reduced losses and 
managed demand so that another source of water is not required.   

Some other information about the Renwick water supply: 

• New wells were drilled in Conders Bend Road searching for a supply with better quality and capacity.  
The new wells can provide more flow than the existing wells and the water is generally of good quality 
but like the existing wells the water would require treatment to meet the Drinking Water Standards for 
NZ. 

• A key factor prompting drilling new wells at Conders Bend Road was the nitrate contamination of the 
existing well supply, however in recent years the nitrate concentration has reduced and is now 
comfortably below the maximum allowable value. 

• Renwick has not required water restrictions in recent years.  This is likely to be due to better recharge 
of the aquifer from Gibsons Creek since Southern Valleys Irrigation Scheme started up.  It should be 
noted that if low Wairau River flows trigger shutdown of the supply to Gibsons Creek, the water levels 
in the Renwick water supply wells will drop and the drop may be rapid. 

• When Gibsons Creek is turbid, the turbidity in the Renwick water supply wells rises.  This can be 
managed if demand is low enough, by shutting down the northern most well nearest Gibsons Creek. 

• Renwick water requires filtration to reduce turbidity to comply fully with the Drinking Water Standards.  
A full treatment plant and new reservoir would cost approximately $11.8 million. 

• A geotechnical study is currently underway to assess the site which is on the ‘edge’ of the terrace.  
The study will consider the bearing capacity to support structures and seismic performance. 

• The existing 10 small concrete water storage reservoirs are being assessed for structural strength. 

• The existing AC pipes have been softened by the water to the extent that they break easily and may 
be a significant contributor to the high leakage and losses.  A pH correction plant dosing lime would 
reduce the rate of corrosion of AC pipes and metal pipes and fittings.  

Havelock Sewage Treatment Plant 
(Information prepared by S Donaldson) S135-H02 

Further to the item in the Assets & Services Information Package - 7 June 2012, the mains power supply 
to the Havelock sewage treatment plant is now operational.  The aerator that has been required to cope 
with high organic loading from industry is now connected to the power supply and the generator is no 
longer required.  This will reduce overall costs to operate the plant. 
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Emergency Management  

Emergency Management Activity Report  
(Information prepared by J Foley)  C090-01 

Emergency Management Information System (EMIS) 

Readiness and Response Group 

The Readiness and Response Group met at Wairau Hospital on the 6 November. 
On display was the Nelson Marlborough DHB emergency triage airshelter. The NMDHB has purchased a 
new 9 m x 6 m airshelter to ensure that it is prepared for disasters or incidents that may impact the DHB 
at any time. In a worst case scenario it may be the temporary Emergency Department if there is damage 
to the hospital in Nelson or at Wairau.  

It is able to be flown between hospitals with a 20 minute flight time and has an inflation time of six minutes 
once laid out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CDEM Recovery Group meeting update 
Work continues on the draft Group Recovery Plan. The welfare section of the plan will be based on the 
welfare functions listed in The ‘Welfare Plan Structure’ from DGL11/10 Welfare in Emergencies (pp34) 

Reception 

Registration 

Catering 

Clothing 

Accommodation/Travel 

Public Information 

Social services 

First Aid 

Animal Welfare 

Communications 

Volunteer co-ordination 

Security 
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Entertainment 
It was thought additional subjects of health, mental health, finance and insurance could also be added to 
the list. Further items may become apparent after the Recovery Manger’s Workshop to be held in 
Wellington 27 November. 

Meetings have been held with organisations that have in the past offered their services to assist with 
welfare, to ensure they still have the capability, and capacity to deliver these services. 

Training 
CDEM Controller, Bob Bailey and Alternate Controller, Russell Montgomery will attend a Controllers’ 
workshop in Wellington on 27 November followed by a Controllers’ Forum being run by the Ministry of 
Civil Defence and Emergency Management. 

Mark Nelson the Life Lines Coordinator will attend a Recovery Managers’ workshop on 27 November in 
Wellington. It is thought there will be some amendments to the existing CDEM guidelines following the 
lessons learnt from the Canterbury earthquakes. It was decided to wait for feedback from this workshop 
before advancing the plan or workshop further. 

Emergency Management Information System (EMIS) 
Resilience funding from MCDEM has allowed the Nelson/Tasman, Marlborough and the West Coast 
Groups to employ a person to deliver EMIS training to all three groups. Katie Wilson will be based out of 
the Nelson CDEM office and will start delivery of training early in the New Year. Katie has been employed 
on a fixed contract. 

South Island Earthquake Exercise 2013 
The Canterbury Civil Defence Emergency Management Group is running a tier 3 exercise on 29 May 
2013. A region-wide planning team has been established and met for the first time on 5 October. 

The aim of the exercise is to assess inter and intra-CDEM Group coordination of an alpine fault 
earthquake affecting the whole of the South Island with a national overview. All South Island CDEM 
Groups and Ministry of Civil Defence & Emergency Management (MCDEM) will participate in the 
exercise. 

The scenario for the exercise will be a maximum credible alpine fault earthquake event. Activities will run 
for 12 hours from 0900 hours to 2100 hours, starting six hours after the ‘earthquake’ occurs. The exercise 
will be based in local emergency operating centres (EOC) and regional emergency coordination centres 
(ECC). 

Individual local authorities and partner agencies/organisations within each CDEM Group will be invited to 
participate through their CDEM Group. The South Island-wide development of the exercise will 
concentrate on EOC interaction, and interaction with the National Crisis Management Centre (NCMC). 
The extent of internal CDEM Group interactions through local EOCs will be determined by the individual 
participating Groups and is encouraged. 

Draft Objectives 

1. Practise management of critical response resources, specifically Group ECC personnel and the 
welfare of such staff.  

2. Evaluate coordination of and cooperation with partner agencies.  

3. Practise emergency management information system notification systems, situation reporting and 
action plans.  

4. Practising CDEM Group process to access national processes and linkages e.g. public information 
management, New Zealand Defence Force, NCMC, declaring a national emergency, National 
Welfare Coordination Group, and national lifeline utility coordination.  

5. Evaluate welfare (Community Wellbeing) arrangements. 

Assets & Services Committee – 29 November 2012 - Page 20 



 

Marlborough as indicated will participate in this exercise and will require assistance form other 
agencies to draft an exercise plan. 

Rural Fire 
Although it looks green we have had a number of fire calls from escaped burns due to people not 
remaining with their fire while it is burning. 

Other fires have been lit first thing in the morning while there is no wind; by midday the breeze has come 
up blowing hot embers into surrounding vegetation. All these fires have been relatively small with no 
major cost in extinguishing them. 

The new enlarged rural fire district is well bedded in with a huge amount of work having been under taken 
since July. 

Training courses have been held across the enlarged rural fire district enabling crew members to 
complete their entry to fire ground unit standards. 

Higher level courses will be held throughout next year for fire behaviour, Crew Boss and driving heavy 
vehicles to emergency events. 

The Marlborough Kaikoura Rural Fire Plan has been completed, with the operational section being 
printed in a version that will fit inside the top pocket of our overalls. 

Support for the enlarged rural fire district by our fire crews has been overwhelmingly positive; the Rarangi 
Fire Force transferred into the MDC administration zone under the restructure and has seen the benefits 
first hand with a replacement tanker being delivered last week to their station, replacing an old 
international fire truck. Another fire truck is being sourced through the fire service to replace their second 
truck which is well over due for replacement. 
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Reserves and Amenities Section  

Reserves and Amenities Activity Report 
(Information prepared by R Bartlett, R Hutchinson,  
R Dunn, N Crous, E Oldridge, R Blackburn, M Morgan)  R505-01 

Blenheim Parks and Reserves 

Pollard Park 
The annual displays are being replanted at the moment in Pollard Park. Winter annuals being removed, 
bulbs lifted and gardens dug over/levelled, then replanted with the summer bedding plants. 

Camellias and rhododendron have almost finished flowering for this year.  

All beds, borders, trees and gardens have been weeded, raked and dead head to ensure they looked 
great for Garden Marlborough. 

Lots of time has also been spent trying to keep lawns maintained over the high spring growth. 

Seymour 
All beds, borders, trees and lawns have been weeded mowed, raked and dead headed to ensure they 
looked great for Garden Marlborough. 

The annuals in Seymour Square will be replaced following Garden Marlborough with the summer 
displays. 

Jordan Green 
Good progress has been made in redeveloping this small reserve on the corner of Maxwell Road and 
Graham Street.  New paving has been laid, seating has been installed and the existing plaque 
acknowledging the bequest “this resting place is in commemoration of Maude Jordan, died 1958’” has 
been resurfaced. Plantings have been completed. 

 

College Park 
Resource consent has been granted for the installation of a new bore at College Park. The old well shaft 
is degrading and blocking filter lines and water lines. If there is sufficient flow from the new bore, consent 
will be required for water take to ensure we can water the hockey turf and grounds. 

Athletic Park 
Summer sports are well underway with the athletics track being well used by the schools for their Athletic 
sports even with the grandstand being fenced off because of earthquake risks. 

Riverside Park 
Riverside railway staff keep working on cleaning their tracks from the build up of silt deposited from the 
floods through the river area since the building of the rail line. 
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High silt levels in and around the fountain have been causing it to fault out. A new forward cowling has 
been installed in a hope to deflect silt and rubbish around the intake keeping the intake screens clear and 
clean. 

Marshall Place Reserve 
Adjustments have been made to the gate way leading into the river reserve off Marshall Place. This work 
was instigated following complaints about white baiters driving vehicles from Marshall Place to access 
Riverside Park. This entrance is popular with walkers from the Dillons Point area so we have had to 
ensure the new entrance allows foot but not vehicle access. 

Taylor River Floodway Reserve   

Upper Taylor - Track Upgrade work completed 
Re-gravelling and rolling along several kilometres of track has recently been completed, now that ground 
conditions have dried out. 

New Trail Markers 
These have recently been installed between Burleigh Road and the Taylor Dam, on both sides of the river 
where tracks exist. 

 

Grovetown Lagoon  
The last working bee for 2012 was on Sunday November 11th, and the last working group meeting for 
this year is on Tuesday 27 November at 3.30pm. 

Wither Hills Farm Park 

Events 
The Harrier and Mountain Bike clubs have several runs and rides scheduled over future months in the 
Farm Park. 
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Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage 
Significant track upgrade work is now underway within 
the Farm Park now that ground conditions have dried 
out and prior to fire danger increases. 

New Mountain Bike Park safety and directional 
signage has been installed at main track junctions. 

Mechanised track spraying and mowing is being 
trialled to increase maintenance efficiency within the 
Mountain Bike Park in particular, with the increasing 
number of tracks. 

Weed Control 
Broom and gorse seedling control is again underway 
within the QEII Covenant, in Sutherland Stream 
before young plants seed. 

Two Yearly Outdoor Structure Inspections 
All suggested remedial works have been done within the Farm Park and Picton tracks from this year’s 
inspection. 

Renwick Reserves 

Renwick Domain 
Another successful Gavin Robert football tournament was held in October, with both the grounds and 
pavilion being used; again great feed back from all participants. 

Lions Reserve 
The installation of a permanent swing-arm barrier at the entrance to the riverbed appears to have 
deterred those dumping rubbish and animal waste (at present). 

Rousehill Reserve 
A good clean-up of the play equipment has got rid of the winter moss and mould, ensuring that the 
playground is safe for summer use. 

Awatere and Flaxbourne Reserves 

Awatere 

Seddon Domain 
The Domain playing areas have been under seeded with a rye blend grass to increase cover for users. 

Picton Reserves 

Queen Charlotte Lookout 
Bollards replaced – knocked out by unknown vehicle. 

Picton Foreshore  
The proposed new pathway from Aquarium to CBD (as per Marlborough Urban Growth Plan) is being 
investigated in terms of cost (way-finding and lighting).  Lighting costs also being investigated for (a) the 
foreshore boulevard (b) up lighters for the palm trees. 
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Investigation and planning for the proposed zero-depth water play features (to replace the paddling pool) 
is also underway. 

Arrangements are being made to accommodate the Picton Lions cruise ship craft markets as well as the 
Farmers’ Markets on the foreshore on the 29th of December 2012 and the 26th of January 2013.  These 
are the only two dates that the markets clash. 

Shelley Beach 
Arrangements are being made to provide better signage for walkers to access the Bob’s Bay track past 
the rear of the QCYC building.  Discussions have been held with the Yacht Club regarding safety in the 
QCYC parking/rigging areas and steps are being taken to restrict vehicle movement, particularly on event 
days. 

Endeavour Park  
Construction of the pavilion continues on, ground floor change room’s now enclosed, steel and wooden 
framing up and secure on the top floor, roofing and external cladding will not be far away. Some time has 
been lost due to the inclement weather at the Park with a revised hand-over date now being mid May 
2013. 

Secondary drainage work continues with another round of mole ploughing undertaken on both terraces. 

Work will begin on an enlarged cut off drain at the base of the eastern car park. 

A number of local sand samples have been found for use in the sand slits, with one looking very 
promising. If local sand can be used this will create savings and time. 

Northern Marlborough/Sounds 

Rai Valley 

Rai Stream Reserve 
Additional native plantings have recently been done here to bulk up riparian stream vegetation.  

Public Conveniences 

Queen Street 
Construction of the new public conveniences is in progress. 

Blenheim High Street 
This facility needs to be replaced or removed. 
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Picton Toilets General 
Vandalism of toilet paper dispensers appears to be a popular pastime at present. 

Shelley Beach 
Basic repairs have been done to waterproof the roof over the ladies toilets.  This old, concrete block 
facility is overdue for replacement, particularly in light of the location. 

Havelock  
The gent’s toilet in Main Road, Havelock, is currently being refurbished.  The Havelock Community 
Association has been kept informed of progress and was invited to discuss any aspect of the upgrade 
from the outset. 

Cemeteries 

Fairhall 
The Renwick Pony Club has been given notice of the termination of their lease at the cemetery, in order 
to make way for the requirement to establish a Natural Burials area.  A basic plan has been drawn of the 
proposed layout of the area, involving Mark Blackham from Natural Burials NZ.  NMIT will be involved in a 
planting project in the Natural Burials area, on an extended basis. 

Awatere 
Maintenance and sexton duties in this cemetery have been taken over by Downers, who have quickly 
stepped up to the mark. 

Natural Burials Cemetery 
Staff are currently investigating what processes need amending to allow for interments of less than 1 
metre depth in the Natural Burials area.  Members will be aware that Council has undertaken to provide a 
variety of burial options within its cemeteries to meet social and cultural requirements. 

A Natural Burials area is currently being planned and established at the northern end of Fairhall 
cemetery, in conjunction with the not-for-profit organisation, Natural Burials.  A core concept of a natural 
burial involves the burial of a person in a manner that maximises the opportunity for natural 
decomposition processes to work.  This requires a burial in the upper soil layers at a depth of less than 
1 (from 500 mm to 750 mm, dependent on soil profile) and is standard practice for all Natural Burial 
cemeteries. 

Swimming Pools 

Picton Pool 
The heat exchanger has been ordered and it is hoped 
will be installed within the next three weeks. 

General 
Reserves staff and Asset and Services Committee 
members were invited to coffee with the All Blacks 
recently. At this event All Black Juliana Savea 
presented Reserves staff member Colin Cameron with 
an All Black jersey on behalf of the Marlborough Rugby 
community for his service to rugby and Lansdowne 
Park for the past 13 years. 
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Rangers Report 
(Information prepared by M Morgan/K Hawkins) R505-13 & R505-17 

Graffiti  

 

Freedom Camping  
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General  
Illegal dumping is on the low side of average with nothing significant to report. 

Graffiti complaints have been low with only isolated hits. 

Freedom camping numbers have risen slightly with warmer weather however the areas they are stopping 
are in close proximity to Blenheim and Picton. 

There have been three Infringement notices issued for dumpings and two warnings re collecting firewood. 

One matter of two trees being poisoned in Stephenson Street is being handled by the Police. (Offender 
known); reparation is being sought. 

 

Road Safety Coordinator Update 
(Information prepared by R Blackburn) C225-R01 

General 
The TRAFINZ (The New Zealand Traffic Institute) and SASTA (Safe and Sustainable Transport 
Association) Conference was held in Auckland on 8 and 9 October 2012. The national conference was 
shortened this year due to the World Safety Conference and the Australasian Road Safety Research, 
Policing and Education Conference being held in Wellington the previous week. 

The focus for this year’s TRAFINZ conference was ‘Reducing the True Cost of Road Safety’ and 
presentations included: 

• Combining Safe System Principles and Road Safety Education in schools. 

• Children’s Travel in the Urban Environment. 

• Social and Geographical Differences in Road Traffic Injuries. 
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• Creating a Safe Road System for New Zealand. 

• Role of Local Government in Achieving Road Safety in New Zealand. 

• A Safe System for Rural School Safety. 

• What do Safe Speeds really mean for New Zealand. 

• Road Safety Challenges for New Zealand. 

A strong catch-phrase that came through from the conference was that road safety is everyone’s 
responsibility and the question posed by TRAFINZ is what can we all do in terms of those who own the 
road, operate the roads, set and enforce rules, operate businesses, import vehicles and allocate 
investment priorities?  

TRAFINZ calculate the social cost to the country for the 280 – 300 people who will die on New Zealand 
roads this year will be in the order of $4 billion. 

The latest Road Safety Action Plan meeting was held on 30 October with strong attendance from Council, 
NZTA, Police, ACC and the Public Health sector. The Police indicated that due to huge changes in the 
way police plan to streamline their operations in the future they will be able to support RSAP motorcycle 
and young driver training programmes with infringement referral systems. This will effectively mean 
Marlborough’s more at-risk road users will be attending formalised training sessions. 

The Marlborough Road Safety Community Group is currently investigating the feasibility of having the AA 
CarFit programme in Marlborough. The programme aims at having cars ‘fitted’ correctly based on the 
elderly drivers’ needs. 

Safety of Motorcycles 
Five rider training courses are planned for Marlborough over the summer months covering a range of 
skills based on community needs. Course numbers are expected to increase with the introduction of the 
police referral system.  

The Marlborough Motorcycle Road Safety Group (MMRSG) has developed a pack to hand out to riders 
catching the ferries in Wellington to the Burt Munro Challenge in Invercargill. The packs contain 
information about South Island roads, an ACC crash Hot Spot map, and some sweets. The rationale is to 
alert riders to South Island driving conditions and riders being safe while riding in the South Island. 

Alcohol/Drug Impaired Driving 
A Christmas holiday period advertising campaign is planned. An investigation into the information 
organisations provide staff with regard to travelling home from work place events where alcohol is a factor 
is also being considered. 

Safety of Young Drivers 
The Marlborough Girls’ College, the Marlborough Boys’ College and Queen Charlotte College have all 
accepted the invitation to attend the Rotary Young Driver Awareness (RYDA) programme in April 2013. 
Rai Valley School’s senior students will attend every second year and send all seniors. Kaikoura High and 
Westmount have also been invited. Councillors are welcome to observe. 

Following a meeting with Te Rapuora further driving courses for young people identified as at risk are 
planned for next year. This will include to the restricted licence stage which is a new programme currently 
being developed. With the new Police referral system due to come into effect, more courses will be able 
to be completed next year and subsequently meet the RSAP targets. 

Roads and Roadsides 
The Road Safety annual tabloid is almost complete and planned to be delivered later in November. This 
is much later than normal due to end of year issues in June/July that meant this needed to be delayed. 
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The tabloid will focus primarily on intersections in Marlborough where crashes happen more frequently. A 
radio campaign is planned in conjunction with the tabloid delivery to reinforce some of the messages. 

BikeWalk Marlborough 
(Information prepared by R Dunn) 

RideON Marlborough has recently received the Trustpower Community Awards 2012 Regional Runner-
up, Sport and Leisure, and a cheque for $250.00. 

Congratulations to Tina Fortune and her team of volunteers for initiating this well targeted, successful 
programme and a great achievement and recognition in its first year.  

Attached are the latest minutes. 
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File Ref: R495-07 

Minutes of BikeWalk Marlborough Meeting held in the 
Committee Room, Marlborough District Council on  
Tuesday 16 October 2012 commencing at 1.00 pm 

Present 
Clr Terry Sloan (Chair) Callum Saunders (MBC & Youth Forum), Corinne McBride, Robyn Blackburn 
(Road Safety Co-ordinator), Kevin Wilson (Mountain Bike Club), Michael Cambridge, Tina Fortune 
(RideOn and HUBs Marlborough), Duncan Mackenzie (Go Marlborough), Steve James 
(NZTA/Marlborough Roads), John Pickering, John Craighead, Robin Dunn (Council), Susan Bush (Police 
Education Officer), David Craig (Council) and Lynne Haines (Avantiplus Blenheim).  Clrs David Oddie and 
Francis Maher were present for a short time. 

In Attendance 
Brenda Burr (Secretary, MDC). 

Apologies 
Resolved:  “That apologies be received from Brigid Forrest, Steve Murrin (Marlborough Roads) 
and Clr Jessica Bagge, 
(D Craig/J Pickering) Carried 

Minutes Confirmed 
Resolved:  “That the minutes of the meeting held on 24 July 2012 be taken as 
read and confirmed as a true and correct record.” 
(R Blackburn/M Cambridge) Carried 

Matters Arising – Action Points 
• Safety Improvements on Middle Renwick Road – Robyn Blackburn indicated that representatives 

from all organisations, ie Police, Marlborough Roads, Bike Walk Marlborough and like-minded 
organisations should be liaising and agreeing on the most effective improvements rather than trying 
to amend road layouts once the job has been done.  Various comments were aired as to the most 
effective way a collective approach could be taken. 

David Craig suggested that this committee write to Marlborough Roads with a request for 
involvement in the design process at the consultation stage of any projects.  It was agreed that 
Robyn Blackburn would write to Andrew Adams at Marlborough Roads, putting forward this view.  It 
was agreed that both biking and walking modes be involved. 

• New Roundabout at ‘Bunnings Corner’ – Robin Dunn reiterated the unsafe Cycle path 
design/installation currently in place for east bound cyclists around this new roundabout on Middle 
Renwick Road and asked what action was being taken, as this was also raised at the last meeting.  
Steve indicated that a safety audit has been done and that improvements are to be made in the way 
of modifications.  Lynne also asked that the angle of the cycle sign at the end of the lane be 
adjusted to point towards the cyclists, not vehicular traffic. 

Robin Dunn undertook to re-assess the situation after the improvements have been carried out. 
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Police Education Officer  
At this stage, Senior Constable Susan Bush introduced herself and explained her role, which she took up 
following a move from Christchurch earlier in the year.  Susan’s main role is in schools promoting road 
safety, with emphasis on safely crossing roads and cycling. 

• Travel Planning Issues – Robyn Blackburn alluded to the article in the Mid-Week paper last week, 
which covered skateboards, mobility scooters etc using pavements rather than the roadway. 

Now that the rail corridor is completed for Riverlands School pupils, Robyn would like to see other 
vulnerable schools targeted, such as Rai Valley so that a safe passageway could be provided for 
pupils. 

In citing Susie Witehira’s Travel Plan Results Report, Robyn indicated that we now need to look at 
how to process the recommended actions.  Steve from Marlborough Roads recommended that we 
start with the secondary schools.  Susan Bush indicated that she had been involved with travel 
plans and roading in Christchurch.  She recommended that parking issues and electronic speed 
signs should also be included. 

It was acknowledged that there is an issue with schools situated on State Highways, which affects 
several schools in Marlborough. 

Steve indicated that a Marlborough Roads consultant is currently undertaking a survey on the 
congestion on Nelson Street. 

Resolved:  “That a subcommittee comprising Robyn Blackburn, Robin Dunn, Susan Bush and a 
Marlborough Roads delegate be formed to carry on the recommendations of the Travel Planner.” 
(David Craig/ Tina Fortune)   Carried 

• Access to Forestry Tracks – Michael Cambridge reported that he had met with Murray Turbitt last 
night and it was noted there had been a big increase in use of the forestry tracks since the article in 
the newspaper.  The tracks will be temporarily closed shortly due to the fire season restrictions. 

Robin Dunn suggested it would be helpful to have a map on the website with a link to the Council 
website.  Michael undertook to do this. 

Kevin Wilson advised that access to the forestry tracks is still dependent on permission on a daily 
basis, depending on harvesting activities etc. 

• Letter to Susan Bush – Robin has this in hand. 

• Council Web Page re Reporting of Crashes/Near Misses – Robin Dunn is still to organise this.  
There was discussion on the whole effectiveness of the ‘0800 Crash’ phone reporting, which has 
been used very few times, possibly due to the onerous nature of the reporting procedure. 

Robyn Blackburn said she is keeping a spreadsheet at work of crashes or near misses that are 
reported to her (mainly by Council staff) and she wondered if she should include an item in the 
Friday ‘Sun’ with an update on the statistics.  There was some disquiet expressed about this, in 
view of the fact that we are trying to reinforce positive behaviour amongst motorists and cyclists.  It 
was suggested that a balanced item along the lines of ‘Share with Care’ and the statistics of near 
misses could be a more effective approach. 

Susan Bush is to hand out the posters for ‘0800 Crash’ in the schools she visits and she will also 
request that this information be included in school newsletters. 

Tina Fortune said that ‘Ride On Marlborough’ and the cycle skills trailer promote the message. 

Clr Sloan suggested including the information on Council’s Thursday page in the way of a street 
map with the ‘hot spots’ highlighted. 

It was agreed to keep this matter on the agenda. 
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• Concept of Refuges/Cyclist-activated Traffic Lights – Robin Dunn had emailed the concerns of 
this group to Andrew Adams at Marlborough Roads.  Robin reported that he is progressing with 
plans for planting of trees and safety enhancements in the Grove Road/Sinclair Street area and that 
safe crossing areas are to be considered in conjunction with this. 

• Raised Crossing/Pedestrian Refuges – It was agreed that the issue of raised 
crossings/pedestrian refuges on McLauchlan and Nelson Streets should be dealt with as part of the 
Travel Planning portfolio. 

John Pickering expressed concern at the speed of traffic on Waikawa Road, even with the new 
pedestrian refuge in place.  He suggested speed restrictions be placed where there are such 
refuges. 

It was recommended that Bike Walk Marlborough send a letter to Marlborough Roads 
recommending speed restrictions near the pedestrian refuge on Waikawa Road. 

• Reduced Speeds in Urban Areas – Michael Cambridge reported on discussions he had held with 
Glen Koorey of CAN in Christchurch and Alex McMillan in Auckland.  He felt that Blenheim could be 
targeted as a reduced speed zone. 

Steve commented on eight areas of Hamilton where speeds have been reduced to 40 kph and he 
undertook to supply details. 

Marlborough Roads/NZTA Update – Steve James 
• Steve asked how many projects were now completed within the BikeWalk Strategy and whether it 

was on target with projects and timelines.  David Craig advised that the current financial position 
was as shown in the previous minutes.  Robin Dunn agreed that the Strategy and Action Plan needs 
to be updated as several items completed and was reviewed last in 2010 and due for review again 
next year. 

• Steve is involved in two ‘block’ projects in the Marlborough area: 

- A minor safety project between Blenheim and Picton, which is to put more barriers in place on 
roadsides, particularly adjoining steep drains or trees.  Also being considered is the placement 
of edge rumble strips.  In answer to some apprehension from members present, Steve said a 
minimum one metre of seal or required or widening of the road shoulder before these strips 
would be installed.  Marlborough Roads is also looking at edge or centre line rumble strips 
between Renwick and Havelock.  The comment was made with regard to affecting the Grape 
Ride Event, as well as other cyclists. 

- Options are being considered for the intersection at Spring Creek with SH 1 and SH 62 and 
input will be sought from this group.  Options being considered are: (1) a roundabout; (2) traffic 
signals; (3) offset Ferry Road and Rapaura Road.  Another factor to be considered is the 
railway crossing at this intersection.  Clr Sloan suggested the possibility having an electronic 
sign at the railway crossing which is programmed to indicate how many minutes until the next 
train is due at the crossing. 

Road Safety Co-ordinator Update – Robyn Blackburn 
Robyn had submitted a proposal to NZTA for cycle programme funding over the next three years, 
however this component was unsuccessful.  The lack of funding will limit the programmes that Robyn can 
run however she is still doing ‘Sunny Girl’ and ‘Clued-up Kids’.  Robyn elaborated on the programmes she 
is running with the available funding. 

Education and Promotion Community Activities Update 
Community Hubs – Tina Fortune 
• Tina elaborated on her written report for ‘RideOn Marlborough’, copies of which were tabled for 

members.  Activities completed recently include cycle training at Blenheim and Fairhall Schools 
along with a Wheelies Day at Nelson.  Sign writing for the RideOn Marlborough trailer has been 
completed and four bikes purchased. 
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• Tina alluded to nominations for the ‘Volunteer of the Year’.  Tina is to be nominated by Lynne and 
David Speedy is to be nominated by Tina. 

• Tina indicated that she is aiming to cover a minimum of ten schools a year, depending on funding. 

Robin emphasised the cycle training provided by RideOn Marlborough enhances children’s cycle 
safety and improves their fundamental skills and confidence, and compliments the Road Safety 
Education work done by Susan Bush.  Susan said it was important to work together and to line up 
with what the Police do and Bike NZ. 

‘Go Marlborough’ – Duncan Mackenzie 
• The next planned events are the Women’s Triathlon on 18 November and the Grape Ride in 2013, 

as well as ‘Go by Bike Breakfast’ in February although no funding is available for this event. 

• Duncan is looking at a format for a Community Bike Day and is considering an opening day 
promotion of the lengthened Riverlands Cycleway, similar to that done for the first stage with a 
barbecue and activities at Riverlands School. 

Robin commented that completion of the second section had been delayed due to wet weather 
however work is under way again.  The sealing may be delayed until the newly formed track is 
completely dry.  The new bridge over the Co-op Drain is not yet complete and the track is still 
closed for use until completion and a safety audit done. 

Robin also reported that gravel had been spread on the upper Taylor River track from the Taylor 
Dam to the Ben Morven Track, with the last of the signage going in. 

• Duncan alluded to a photo on the front page of the Mid Week paper last week promoting the Kids’ 
Duathlon, which showed one cyclist not wearing a helmet.  He was concerned at the message 
portrayed.  Robin undertook to speak to the organiser at Fairhall School. 

Women’s Cycling Activities – Lynne Haines 
• Women’s road rides are held on Monday evenings and they cover a route in the Lower Wairau area. 

• Women’s mountain bike rides are held on Tuesday evenings. 

• A Women’s Duathlon, being organised by the Clubs of Marlborough, is to be held on 23 November. 

Mountain Bike Club Activities – Kevin Wilson 
• Weekly events are held in the Conders Bend area and anyone interested should look for the sign. 

• John Pickering mentioned an event being held on 21 December, called ‘The Longest Day Ride’, 
which will see cyclists riding from sunrise to sunset over a planned route in Marlborough, with 
photographs of strategic ‘markers’ to be taken en route. 

General Business 
Wayfinding/Walking/Cycling Signage – Robin Dunn 
Brochures have been updated and a new map is still to be produced to incorporate the second stage of 
the cycle trail out as far as Cob Cottage Road only.  The third stage to connect with Riverlands Industrial 
Estate is still dependent on one final land purchase. 

Molesworth Muster Trail and Rainbow – Robin Dunn 
Tracy Johnston of Destination Marlborough is keen to organise an official launch and is calling for 
promotional ideas.  It is planned to begin the cycle ride at the i-SITE in Blenheim.  It was suggested that 
operators of tour companies should be included in the planning/promotion. 

Track Updates – Robin Dunn 
• Track remedial work on the Wither Hills is ongoing after the wet weather.  New signs are being 

installed at the moment.  Electric fencing was purchased early this winter to fence off sections of the 
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Rifle Range Mountain Bike Track to protect it from stock damage when wet.  This worked very well 
and prevented serious track damage. 

• Submissions are being sought for the proposed Taylor River Management Plan, which will be 
available on Council’s website shortly. 

In response to a query from John Craighead about dialogue with iwi on the management plan, 
Robin indicated that local historian; John Orchard is working on this aspect along with other 
authorities. 

• Robin advised it is still planned to install a pump track off the end of Munro Street however funding 
dependent and Duncan is keen to promote this also.  Duncan is working with Damien Stones, who 
designed the Rarangi pump track however the planned circuit on the Taylor River Reserve is 
proposed to be larger. 

Velodrome Project 
Duncan advised that progress has stalled and he is working with Sturrock Saunders at the moment.  
Current thinking is to develop the BMX and Velodrome facilities as two separate projects/sites. 

Clr Sloan indicated that an amount had been budgeted for a feasibility report to include both facilities. 

Parking on Alternate Sides of Road 
Corinne McBride reiterated her suggestion put to this group last year, which was to restrict parking to 
alternate sides of the main commuter routes in the mornings and afternoons, for example on Redwood 
Street. 

This proposal was again discussed at length.  Clr Sloan indicated that when the idea was first mooted 
there was opposition from those involved with Seymour Kindergarten on Redwood Street, which would 
ban parking on one side of the road and this would pose major safety issues for parents dropping off or 
picking up children. 

Robin suggested that Scott or Nelson Street could be considered as a possibility to trial this proposal 
however it was felt that cyclist numbers generally would need to increase before such a proposal could be 
seriously considered.  Robin stated he cycled Redwood and Scott most week days and had no real issue 
mid block on these roads as generally they have few cars parked on them, and the real safety issue for 
most cyclists is at intersections. 

It was agreed to await the report from Steve James (Marlborough Roads) on the Hamilton situation, which 
is to be circulated prior to our next meeting, as this addresses this issue also. 

Closure 
The meeting closed at 3.00 pm. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 11 December 2012 at 1.00 pm in the Committee Room. 

 

 

Record No:  12394257 
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