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Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim on 
THURSDAY, 29 NOVEMBER 2012 commencing at 8.30 am 

Present 
Clrs G Taylor (Chairman), T M Sloan, J L Andrews, J P Bagge, J C Leggett and Mayor A T Sowman. 

Also Present 
Clrs J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, G I T Evans, T E Hook and D D Oddie. 

In Attendance 
Mr M S Wheeler, Manager – Assets and Services Department, Mr D A Craig, Finance and Information 
Supervisor and Ms J R North, Support Services Administrator. 

Clrs Bagge/Sloan: 
That an apology for non-attendance from iwi representative Mr R Hunter be received and 
sustained. 

Carried 

P.12/13.186 Marlborough Stadium Trust – Annual Report
 M110-03 

The Chairman of the Marlborough Stadium Trust, Luke van Velthooven, spoke to the Trust’s report, along 
with Matt Kerr, Treasurer who presented the audited accounts for the year ended 2012. 

Mr van Velthooven reported that the Trust can look back at the 2012 financial year in which it completed 
the Aquatic Centre redevelopment with an enormous sense of pride and satisfaction. He extended his 
thanks to all those involved in its planning, construction and funding and also to the staff and public who 
tolerated years of disruption throughout the construction period. In particular he thanked Council for 
putting the effort into the project. He acknowledged the challenges ahead of maintaining the Aquatic 
Centre. 

Treasurer, Matt Kerr advised that total (Stadium Complex and Aquatic Centre) revenue for the year was 
$2,333,912, a 37% increase on last year with revenue from core stadium activities increasing by 21%.  A 
net trading surplus of $110,920 for the year was an excellent result that will assist them as they head into 
their first full year of running the new facility. Their biggest expenditure item is wages. Staff expenditure of 
$1,054,453 to over 65 full and part time staff represented 47% of total expenditure. The Trust receives 
significant revenue from tenants, however lease income for the year dropped from $95,577 to $70,226 
reflecting rent holidays provided to significantly disrupted businesses as a result of the redevelopment. 
Lease revenue will grow in the year ahead with several new tenancies. 

The Trust’s next largest expense, energy, has increased by 82%, from $272,946 last year to $496,339 this 
year. Whilst the increase was expected and budgeted for, it is one of the Trust’s major areas of financial 
risk.  The other significant cost increase this year was insurance. The stadium’s premiums increased from 
$27,212 to $91,030 as a result of insuring the new facility and increased premiums due to the impact of 
the Christchurch earthquake. 

The Council’s contribution towards operating costs at the Aquatic Centre has moved this year to $839,000 
annually. 

Mr Kerr concluded that it was a satisfactory result for a challenging year. 
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Clrs Sloan/Leggett: 
That the Marlborough Stadium Trust’s Annual Report and audited financial accounts for the year 
ended 30 June 2012 be received. 

Carried 

P.12/13.187 Financial Report for Period Ended 30 
September 2012 F045-07 

The financial report for the Assets & Services Department for the period ended 30 September 2012 was 
presented by David Craig, Finance and Information Supervisor. 

Mr Craig advised that interest costs for existing internal loans have now been applied to the respective 
activities. Where possible, accrual entries have been completed to account for September revenues and 
expenditures in that month. 

Total budgeted capital expenditure for 2012/13, including carryovers, was $53.1M with year to date actual 
expenditure of $3.65M (7%). The most significant projects currently underway are Picton sewer pipelines 
(marine outfall and diffuser pipeline – year to date actual $1.37M) and Endeavour Park sports pavilion 
($0.77M). A tender award has just been made for the Blenheim/Riverlands Industrial Sewer treatment 
upgrade (estuary discharge and wetland development) for $12.3M and construction works are scheduled 
to commence in January 2013. 

Activity for the month of September was summarised in Mr Craig’s report. 

Clrs Leggett/Sloan:   
That the financial report for the year ended 30 September 2012 be received. 

Carried 

P.12/13.188 Bus Shelters, Road Markings and Signage
 P090-07 

The Finance and Information Supervisor presented his report for consideration of the installation of further 
bus shelters on the Blenheim Bus Service routes; to address delineation and improved signage at bus 
stops; and to consider leasing advertising on bus shelters in accordance with the recently adopted 
guidelines for advertising on Council owned structures. 

There are 16 stops on the north route (Springlands-Riversdale) and 22 stops on the south route 
(Redwoodtown-Witherlea).  Three of these stops are common to both routes, being those at Countdown, 
Seymour Square and the Clubs of Marlborough.  The north route has lower patronage than the south 
route. 

Existing bus shelter facilities are provided in three locations at Countdown, Seymour Square and Litchfield 
Street (outside Bethsaida Retirement Village). The Committee supported staging the installation of 
additional bus shelters over a number of years, and leasing advertising space in accordance with policy 
guidelines for advertising on Council owned structures to generate revenue for any shortfall in funding 
them.  

Road markings (yellow lines) are present at Countdown, Seymour Square, Ashwood Park Retirement 
Village (Middle Renwick Road) and Redwoodtown Countdown (Weld Street). Standard signage has been 
erected at all stops, excluding Clubs of Marlborough, Mitre10 Mega and Wairau Hospital. The Committee 
supported improved signage being undertaken at all bus stops with funding from existing budgets and 
road marking of bus stops being considered on a case by case basis and in consultation with affected 
property owners. 
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Clrs Andrews/Bagge: 
1. That approval be given to proceed with the installation of two additional bus shelters per 

year for the 2012/13, 2013/14 and 2014/15 years. 

2. That the preferred sites in Hospital Road and Howick Road be confirmed for the 2012/13 year 
and that future sites be prioritised by this Committee. 

3. That the appropriate resource consent applications for the additional bus shelters and 
advertising signage be submitted following consultation with affected property owners. 

4. That improved signage be undertaken at all bus stops with funding from existing budgets. 

5. That road marking of bus stops be considered on a case by case basis and in consultation 
with affected property owners. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Marlborough Roads - Frank Porter, General Manager and Steve Murrin, Principal Asset 
Manager. 

P.12/13.189 Ward Safer Speed Limit Zone T135-06 
Marlborough Roads reported that several discussions/meetings have been held with residents and the 
local school with regard to the safety of users in and around Ward. 

The existing speed limit along SH1 through Ward is 80kmh, but the local side roads are 100kmh, 
including Duncan Street which contains the Ward School.  

Marlborough Roads proposed to reduce the speeds by installing a safer rural speed limit of 70kmh in 
accordance with Plan B (presented).  It was noted that a speed limit any lower than 70kmh would be 
difficult to enforce as the Police patrol infrequently in that area.  

In conjunction with reducing the local road speed limits, NZTA has reviewed the speed limit on SH1, and 
with a rating of 3.5, the speed limit should be 80 kmh. To provide safer buffer zones in to and out of Ward, 
Marlborough Roads proposed extending the 80 kmh speed limit zone by 700m to the north, and 220m to 
the south. This will then keep all dwellings and side roads within the 80 kmh speed limit area.  

Councillors were very supportive of the proposals.  A number of new speed limit signs would be installed, 
together with threshold signage/carriageway markings. Estimated costs to install signs on the local roads 
are $2,000, while the NZTA would contribute approximately $7,500 for the signage and markings on the 
state highway. 

Clrs Bagge/Sloan: 
That Council approve the proposed speed limits shown on Plan B for consultation with the 
affected stakeholders and community of Ward. 

Carried 

P.12/13.190 Prioritisation of Road Safety Projects R855-19 
Steve Murrin of Marlborough Roads explained the rigorous process which is used to establish and 
prioritise the funding of projects to improve road safety for inclusion in the roading programme receiving 
NZTA financial assistance. 

Road safety projects are broken into two categories i.e. major projects which have a value of in excess of 
$250,000 and minor improvement projects which have a value of up to $250,000. Projects are identified 
from crash statistics. Major projects are assessed against the policy criteria – Strategic Fit; Effectiveness; 
and Economic Efficiency. Minor improvements projects are no longer solely determined by Council. A 
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percentage of Council’s programme will be funded by NZTA but individual projects must be logically 
assessed against government policy priorities. A traffic volume factor is then applied.  

There are currently 223 projects on the minor improvements list but insufficient funding to undertake many 
of those projects. 

There is still some flexibility within the minor improvement programme to undertake safety works in 
conjunction with other aspects of the roading programme.  

Clrs Bagge/Leggett:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

P.12/13.191 Ultrafast Broadband Roll-Out R945-01 
Steve Murrin, Marlborough Roads reported on how the ultrafast broadband roll-out is affecting the 
Council’s roading network, with the commencement during the latter part of 2011, of the installation of 
ultrafast broadband fibre optic cables in Blenheim. 

The work is an initiative of Crown Fibre Holdings; Chorus, a subsidiary of Telecom, is the contractor that is 
undertaking the installation. Under the Telecommunications Act an approved utility operator (Telecom) 
has the right to undertake works in the road corridor subject to conditions. 

Steve Murrin advised that they are managing the process stringently, and a cooperative attitude has 
developed with the contractor. He advised that there are benefits to Council as the contractor is required 
to fully reinstate the repairs to roading, footpaths, and berms. 

Clrs Andrews/Bagge: 
That the report be received. 

Carried 

P.12/13.192 Implementation of the Marlborough Urban 
Development and Growth Strategies E045-01 

The Assets & Services Manager, Mark Wheeler, spoke to a report by Neil Henry which gave an update on 
the current status of the Marlborough Urban Growth and Development strategies and the next steps to be 
taken. 

The Marlborough urban growth strategies (Blenheim Town Centre 2009, Southern Marlborough Urban 
Growth and Development 2010 and Northern Marlborough Urban Growth and development 2010) which 
address the long-term (2011-31) growth of Marlborough’s urban settlements have all progressed through 
the public consultation phases, and adoption of the final combined growth strategy is expected to take 
place in 2013 following consideration of the revised Blenheim Growth Strategy. 

Implementation of the development related aspects of these strategies will principally be delivered through 
the revision of the Marlborough Regional Policy Statement and Resource Management Plans.  

Implementation of the Blenheim Town Centre strategy is underway, and consideration is being given to a 
governance structure to guide the future implementation of this strategy.  

Mr Wheeler advised that rural areas were questioning when progress would be made in their particular 
areas. Implementation however of the amenity aspects of the Southern and Northern Marlborough 
Strategies will be slow given current funding constraints. Mr Wheeler said that they would be 
corresponding with the people who attended the strategy workshops informing them of Council’s budgets. 
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Clrs Bagge/Leggett: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Nic Crous, Reserves & Amenities Officer. 

P.12/13.193 Mature Tree Removal – PowerHouse Reserve
 R505-A02 

Reserves & Amenities Officer, Nic Crous reported back to the Committee following a directive arising from 
the Assets and Services Committee meeting on 30 August 2012 regarding the removal of the mature tree 
in the car park of Powerhouse Reserve, Picton. 

Council received a request from the Seaport Trust Project Coordinator, Mr Carey White, to cut down a 
mature conifer tree located on the edge of the car park at Powerhouse reserve (off Wairau Road, Picton). 
Mr White argued that as it was not an indigenous species; it was messy; and more particularly it shaded 
the offices of the Seaport Trust, removal was justified. 

It was recommended that the Reserves Section follow the Reserves policy adopted for the proposed 
removal of the mature tree from reserve land. The process was duly followed and no objections were 
received to the publicised removal of the tree. 

The Reserves Section did not support the request. The health and state of the tree was assessed by 
David James Tree Services in late August 2012, who said that the tree appeared to be in good health with 
no significant signs or symptoms of pest or disease.  Judicious pruning would clear the street light for 
increased security, provide better clearance over the car park and mitigate any risk of instability (which 
has been assessed as being very low). 

The Sounds Ward councillors were keen to see the tree removed as were the majority of councillors 
present. They believed it was the wrong type of tree for the area; it did not fit in with the native plantings 
surrounding it. 

Clr Bagge moved and Clr Andrews seconded that the tree not be removed. This motion was lost when put 
to the vote. 

It was then recommended that the tree be removed and Council manage the tree removal with Seaport 
Trust meeting all costs involved. The motion was carried. 

Clrs Sloan/Taylor: 
1. That the mature tree situated in the car park of Powerhouse Reserve, Picton be removed. 

2. That Council manage the removal of the mature tree and all costs involved be met by the 
Seaport Trust. 

[3. That the Seaport Trust agree to supply a replacement native tree.]  [Recommendation 3 added at the 
Council meeting on 13 December 2012] 

Carried 

NOTE:  Clr Bagge requested that her vote against the above motion be recorded. 

P.12/13.194 Information Package - 
The Information Package for the Assets and Services Committee dated 29 November 2012 and circulated 
separately was received and noted. 

The meeting closed at 10.20 am. 

Record No. 12410675 
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