
Marlborough District Council 

Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE held in the Council 
Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim on 

 THURSDAY, 2 FEBRUARY 2012 commencing at 8.30 am 

Present 
Councillors G Taylor (Chairman), T M Sloan, J L Andrews, J P Bagge, J C Leggett, Mr R Hunter 
(iwi representative), Mayor A T Sowman. 

Also Present 
Clrs J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, G I T Evans, T E Hook, P J S Jerram. 

In Attendance 
Mr M S Wheeler, Manager – Assets and Services Department and Ms J R North, Support Services 
Administrator. 

P.11/12.254 Financial Report for Period Ended 31 December 2011 
 F045-07 

The financial report for the Assets & Services Department for the period ended 31 December 2011 was 
presented by Finance and Information Supervisor, David Craig. 

Where possible, accrual entries were completed to account for December revenues and expenditures in that 
month. Generally, revenues and operating expenditures are tracking closely to budget. Capital expenditure 
variations are more pronounced and are dependent on timing and progress of respective projects. 

The total budgeted capital expenditure for the Department for 2011/12 is $43.4 million including Council 
approved carryovers. Budgeted capital expenditure under the Reserves activity has been amended following 
the land subdivision account review.  Total actual capital expenditure to 31 December was $8.3 million (net 
of any accrual reversals). A summary of the major budgeted activities was detailed in Mr Craig’s report. 

Clrs Leggett/Bagge:   
That the financial report for the period ended 31 December 2011 be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Frank Porter and Steve Murrin of Marlborough Roads. 

P.11/12.255 Flood Event – 30 December 2011 R945-01 
Marlborough Roads reported that a heavy rainfall event on 30 December 2011 encompassed the northwest of 
Marlborough and created storm damage to the roading network, in particular the Ronga, Croisilles, French 
Pass area. 

The estimate for the repair and reinstatement works is $370,000.  The flood damage claim for this amount 
has been submitted to NZTA; approval is still to be gained. 

Council’s expenditure to date from the previous year’s damage is $775,000 as at 31 December 2011. The 
previous approval amount recorded with NZTA is higher than this at $1.2 m.  There are still outstanding 
works on Northbank Road but at this stage it is unlikely the full amount of that claim will be required. 
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It was anticipated that the subsidy rate for total claim will be at FAR of 49% therefore Council’s share will 
be $188,700. 

Clrs Andrews/Leggett:   
That Council approve funding of $188,700 from reserves to cover Council’s local share. 

Carried 

P.11/12.256 Road Exchange – London Quay, Picton R810-P18 
It was reported that Council, as part of an overall land transaction agreement involving the London Quay 
development, identified there is a small encroachment of a building on legal road. In the interim a licence to 
occupy road to accommodate the forecourt of the building has been agreed. Coupled with that was agreement 
that council would make application to achieve conversion of the legal road status to freehold. 

The Port Company has identified there is a strip of freehold title in its name which is an accessway from 
Waikawa Road to the marina.  It is seen as desirable that the walkway is treated as formal legal access and 
converted to legal road. 

It was proposed that the parcel of land on which the building encroaches will be closed and in exchange the 
access now in Port Company title will be vested as legal road; this exchange being finalised under the 
exchange provisions of the Public Works Act 1981. 

Clrs Leggett/Bagge:   
That Council consent under the Public Works Act 1981 to the exchange proposal whereby the parcel 
of land marked on plan 1 presented will be closed in exchange for the vesting as road of the parcel of 
land marked on plan 2 presented. 

Carried 

P.11/12.257 Whataroa Forest – Port Underwood R855-03, R945-P02 
The Manager, Assets & Services presented his report for consideration by the Committee of the limited use 
of Port Underwood and Tumbledown Bay Roads for cartage of logs harvested from Whataroa Forest for a 
two year period until a shipping or barging operation was established. 

A condition was attached to the former Marlborough County Council “Change of Use” permit approved in 
the 1970’s when the forest was planted that county roads should not be used for log extraction. Permission of 
Council was therefore now required if any log cartage was to occur.  

Whataroa Forest is for sale and prospective buyers make regular enquiries about log cartage options. 

Mr Wheeler reported that long term, barging or shipping was required because of the large volumes of logs 
to be harvested (330,000 tonnes requiring approximately 11,000 truck and trailer loads). 

Council has consistently sought barging or shipping options rather than road use due to the fragility of the 
roads, their narrow and windy nature and perceived and real safety risks from log truck traffic. There has 
been significant public opposition to log trucks especially prior to Rayonier (now Matariki) barging logs out 
from Opua Bay. Locals have been reasonably satisfied with log truck volumes since Matariki’s barging of 
export logs commenced and road use has been limited to their domestic market logs. 

It had been hoped that Whataroa’s harvest could be trucked through private forestry to the Matariki barge 
site in Opua Bay and barged from there.  However this option is not available for a year as Matariki has 
conflicts with its own barging activity. In a year Matariki is intending to have completed harvesting for 
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possibly as long as ten years. This would enable barging but also greatly reduce current domestic log cartage 
by road. 

The Committee was strongly opposed to any additional truck haulage on Port Underwood and Tumbledown 
Bay Roads, and would like to see prospective buyers being encouraged to pursue barging options.  

Clrs Bagge/Andrews:   
1. That Council oppose any additional truck haulage on Port Underwood and Tumbledown Bay 

Roads and Council’s Change of Use permit be upheld.  

2. That prospective buyers of Whataroa Forest be encouraged to pursue barging options. 

Carried 

P.11/12.258 Street Trees – Brydon on Rose R505-08 
The Manager, Assets & Services reported that flowering cherries were planted along Middle Renwick Road 
in the 1990’s; they provide an attractive entranceway into Blenheim.  They also present an issue to the most 
recent owners of Brydon on Rose as they obscure the view of their large neon motel sign from visitors as 
they travel west.  

They had sought removal of two of the cherry trees last year but a Council decision in June 2011 was for 
them to remain and the owners be further consulted to look at options relating to their motel sign. 

Since then the owners have fixed a smaller unlit sign to their fence.  However they still believe the obscurity 
of their neon sign adversely affects their night-time drive up business in particular and have requested that 
Council reconsider its earlier decision. 

The majority of councillors present did not support removing the trees; the trees are healthy and consistent in 
growth and form a great entrance shaft into Blenheim.   

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
That the flowering cherries outside Brydon on Rose Motels on Middle Renwick Road remain. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Annie McDonald, Education Officer 

P.11/12.259 Five-year Review of the Enviroschools’ Primary School 
Programme in Marlborough W090-03 

Council’s Education Officer, Annie McDonald presented her report and advised there has been significant 
growth of the Enviroschools’ programme in the Marlborough region. Currently there are 23 out of 32 
schools in the region involved in the Enviroschools’ programme.  This represents over 60% of schools and is 
the highest percentage in the country nationally. 

In order for the Enviroschools’ programme to continue its growth Ms McDonald presented recommendations 
for the future development of the programme.  Funding is included in the Long Term Plan budgets. 

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
1. That new schools are invited to join the programme every second year. (This means that 

facilitators can maintain the same level of support for the first two years of a school joining the 
Enviroschools’ programme. It also allows for better coordination and support of schools and 
more focused professional development programmes.). 
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2. That there is a strong focus on a whole school approach and professional development for the 
Enviroschools’ programme with continued funding for teacher release to support this. 

3. That there is an annual opportunity for students in Enviroschools to network with each other. 

4. That the Enviroschools’ programme be extended to create experiential opportunities for 
students and teachers in the natural environment and an application made for this programme 
to the Learning Education Outside the Classroom (LEOTC) funds through the Ministry of 
Education supported by Marlborough District Council  and Department of Conservation. 

5. That a pilot programme is established to look at creating Sustainable Communities by linking 
Enviroschools, the sustainable living programme and the sustainable business programme.  

Carried 

P.11/12.260 Five-year Review of the Kids’ Edible Garden 
Programme in Marlborough W090-03 

Annie McDonald reported that the Kids’ Edible Garden programme has been very successful. 

It has given Council an opportunity to continue to reduce organic waste in schools through a meaningful 
programme which is now linked to the Enviroschools’ process. 

The supportive partnership that has been built with the NMDHB (public health service) including the 
funding that has been available has provided opportunities to expand the programme to meet the needs of 
schools. 

For the programme to continue growing in Marlborough, Ms McDonald presented recommendations for the 
future development of the programme.  The Long Term Plan includes budgets for the programme. 

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
1. That any new schools who request to join the KEG programme are current enviroschools and 

have completed the first Me in My Environment unit and a vision plan for their school’s future 
development. 

2. That Council continue to fund free worm farms and EM Bokashi systems for schools. 

3. That professional development workshops are provided annually for teachers new to the 
programme. 

4. That an annual professional development opportunity is provided for facilitators. 

5. That applications for funding are made to the NMDHB for any further developments in the 
programme (this option is only available this financial year to catalyst for new initiatives or 
pilots). 

Carried 

P.11/12.261 Review of the Sustainable Living Programme W090-03 
Annie McDonald reported that the Sustainable Living programme was developed following a local 
government education conference.  A gap was seen in information and delivery for households around the 
waste reduction and sustainability messages. 
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This education and action for sustainability programme was developed across New Zealand local and 
regional councils, led initially as ‘sustainable households’.  Pilot programmes were held in eight regions in 
2002, including Marlborough, and then funding was obtained from the Ministry for the Environment to 
extend the programme nationally. 

The Sustainable Living programme was run very successfully in the Marlborough region for five years from 
2003-2008.  In 2009 budget cuts resulted in a restructuring of this programme to look at more cost-effective 
ways to run the programme in conjunction with other education programmes. Currently there is a small 
amount of activity in this programme. 

Although the pilot programme was successful, the Sustainable Living programme has not been actively taken 
on by schools.  

Ms McDonald recommended that Council as part of its waste strategy consult with the community to find 
out what type of public education programmes related to waste and sustainability are needed and wanted; 
and that Council develop and trial public education programmes related to the new waste strategy. 

Clr Leggett/The Mayor:   
1. That Council as part of its waste strategy consult with the community to find out what type of 

public education programmes related to waste and sustainability are needed and wanted. 

2. That Council develop and trial public education programmes related to the new waste strategy. 

3. That Council apply to the waste levy for funding to deliver the programmes. 

Carried 

P.11/12.262 Draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan 
(WMMP) W090-11 

The draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan (WMMP) was presented by Alec McNeil, Solid Waste 
Manager for consideration and subsequent adoption by Council. 

Mr McNeil reported that this document and its format are compliant with the requirements of the Waste 
Minimisation Act 2008. 

The WMMP builds on what the region has already achieved in terms of waste management and 
minimisation. 

Mr McNeil advised that the objectives and associated targets are challenging but subject to detailed cost 
analysis, present the region with an opportunity to increase its level of material diversion and reduce its 
disposal tonnage to landfill.  The landfill will still play a vital part in the solid waste management function 
but through the WMMP, Council will extend the life of this asset. 

Option 14 in the draft plan was amended to – “Review the kerbside recycling collection looking at coverage 
areas and contained types. Consider the provision of a recycling service to the commercial sector and the 
supply of public recycling bins within the CBDs of Blenheim and Picton”. 

 

Clrs Bagge/Andrews:   
That the amended draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan covering the period 2012 to 2018 
be adopted by Council and subsequently put out to public consultation during February and March 
2012. 
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Carried 

P.11/12.263 Estate of Clifford Hague R495-P01 
Reserves and Amenities Manager, Rosie Bartlett advised that the Council had received notice from the 
Public Trust of the late Clifford Hague’s bequest whereby he had left 50% of his estate to be used for the 
enhancement of the Picton foreshore and London Quay in memory of his late mother Elisabeth Ellen Hague 
and his late sister Ethel Hague. 

The amount of money available is $114,720.00. 

Capital budgets for the Picton foreshore and London Quay areas have identified several projects for future 
potential spends on the Picton foreshore including redevelopment of the paddling pool and entranced 
lighting.  

A possible use of the bequest could be the provision of landscaping to an area adjacent to the Coathanger 
Bridge in the London Quay development.  A plaque or named piece of furniture could be included in the 
development of the area as a way of acknowledging the bequest. 

It was brought to the Committee’s attention that a number of people have recently made contact with Council 
with their suggestions on what the bequest could be used for. 

Councillors acknowledged that Mr Hague’s bequest was a very generous contribution to Picton and more 
thought needed to be given as to what it should be spent on. To that end it was recommended that the issue 
be put out for public consultation. 

The Mayor/Clr Taylor: 
1. That the use of the late Clifford Hague’s bequest for the enhancement of the Picton foreshore 

and London Quay be put out for public consultation. 

2. That Council acknowledge the very generous contribution made through Mr Hague’s estate. 

Carried 

P.11/12.264 Information Package - 
The Information Package for the Assets and Services Committee dated 2 February 2012 and circulated 
separately was received and noted. 

P.11/12.265 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public Excluded - 
Clrs Sloan/Bagge:  That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 
meeting, namely: 

-  Esplanade Reserve – Proposed Purchase 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing 
this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as 
follows: 
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General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) 
for the passing of this 
resolution 

Esplanade Reserve – 
Proposed Purchase 

In order to protect the 
privacy of natural persons, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(a). 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would be likely 
to result in the disclosure of 
information for which good 
reason for withholding exists 
under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 
1987. 

 

The meeting closed at 11.25am. 

Record No. 1219429 
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