
Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 30 AUGUST 2012 commencing at 8.30 am 

Present 
Councillors G Taylor (Chairman), T M Sloan, J L Andrews, J P Bagge and J C Leggett, Mr R Hunter 
(iwi representative) and Mayor A T Sowman. 

Also Present 
Clrs J A Arbuckle, D W R Dew, G I T Evans, T E Hook, P J S Jerram, D D Oddie. 

In Attendance 
Mr M S Wheeler, Manager – Assets and Services Department and Ms J R North, Support Services 
Administrator. 

P.12/13.49 Interim Financial Report for Year Ended 30 
June 2012-08-07 F045-07 

The Financial and Information Supervisor, David Craig, presented an interim financial report for the 
Assets & Services Department for the year ended 30 June 2012. 

It was noted that end of year funding of individual activities was yet to be completed and this will 
particularly impact those activities where significant capital expenditure has occurred, which require loans 
to be raised and part year interest charges to be applied (predominantly sewer, stormwater and water 
units). 

Accrual entries had been completed to account for June revenues and expenditures in that month. This 
included outstanding contract retention values, which are required to be accounted for in the year that the 
work was undertaken. 

Mr Craig reported that budget carryover requests have been identified and were the subject of a separate 
carryover request to Council.   

Activity for the month of June was summarised in Mr Craig’s report. 

Clrs Leggett/Sloan:   
That the interim financial report for the period ended 30 June 2012 be received. 

Carried 

P.12/13.50 2011/12 Budget Carry-Overs F045-01 
The Financial and Information Supervisor advised that a number of works scheduled for completion in 
2011/12 did not proceed (or were not completed) for a variety of reasons. Details of those works were 
recorded on the schedule he presented.  

Since funding for those works was determined in the 2011/12 Annual Plan it was now necessary to 
amend the 2012/13 budgets to reflect those ‘carry-overs’. 

Clrs Leggett/Andrews:   
That the 2012/13 budgets be amended to incorporate the 2011/12 carry-overs. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE:  Steve Murrin of Marlborough Roads. 

P.12/13.51 Flood Damage – July/August 2012 R855-01 
Steve Murrin of Marlborough Roads reported to the Committee on the flood damage caused during the 
storm events that occurred on 15 July, 1 August and 8 August 2012. 

The majority of damage from the July event was centred around the Rai Valley and Pelorus areas with 
damage consisting of slips, drop-outs and water scour. 

The August events struck the eastern side of the province particularly around the Blenheim area and the 
Awatere and Ure Valleys. Damage consisted of slips and water scour, however with these events a 
substantial amount of seal damage has occurred around the Wairau Plains area due to over-topping of 
fords and bridges. 

Mr Murrin advised that the flood damage was currently estimated at $1.76M. 

The Committee was made aware that the washout on the Northbank Road that occurred in the 2011 
flood event has not yet been repaired.  

An amount of $160,000 has been carried forward from 2011/12 financial year, however, it is anticipated 
that this amount will not be sufficient and it was likely that an additional claim of around $100,000 would 
need to be put to NZ Transport Agency. 

Clr Dew questioned whether the Northbank Road could be shifted away from the river.  Mr Murrin 
advised that funds available from NZTA had to be used for the purpose of reinstating the flood damaged 
roads. 

Clrs Bagge/Andrews: 
1. That a flood damage claim be lodged with NZ Transport Agency for the storm events of July 

and August once costs are confirmed. 

2. That once costs are confirmed for the remedial works on the Northbank Road that a 
supplementary claim be lodged. 

Carried 

P.12/13.52 Road Names - Canvastown R945-H01 
Marlborough Roads reported that at the last Assets and Services Committee meeting on 19 July, 2012, 
the Committee recommended the naming of the three side roads running off the Wakamarina Road as 
Healeys Road, Greig Lane, and Templemans Road respectively. 

Since the proposal was subsequently reported in the Marlborough Express newspaper a number of locals 
contacted Marlborough Roads and Sounds Ward representative, Clr Barsanti. 

It now appeared from information provided by locals that in fact the signposted Templemans Road should 
be known as Rush’s Lane. Letters were received from three members of the Rush family who at different 
periods lived along that road. 

The Canvastown Settlers’ Association also supported the naming of this road as Rush’s Lane. 

Clrs Andrews/Leggett: 
That the third side road running off Wakamarina Road be named Rush’s Lane. 

Carried 
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P.12/13.53 Wests Road, Ward R945-01   
Steve Murrin of Marlborough Roads presented his report which informed councillors of the status of 
Wests Road situated south of Ward and also the concerns of the West family with regard to the safety of 
the rail crossing there. 

Mr Murrin reported that Council maintains Wests Road commencing from SH 1 for a length of 778 metres 
through to the cattle stop at Mr Jim West’s house. A search of Land Information NZ’s (LINZ) data shows 
that only 365 metres of Wests Road is legal road; the rest is private drive way. Mr Murrin advised that the 
future maintenance responsibility of the private drive way is being further investigated.  

Councillors debated the request of the West family for road works to be carried out at the Wests Road rail 
crossing which would enable them to cross the railway line at an improved angle to present. They are 
concerned about the safety aspect of the crossing. 

Three properties gain access from Wests Road, one property directly over the railway crossing and then 
two further properties owned by the West family, as Wests Road heads south. Marlborough Roads have 
endeavoured to work with them to provide a solution, and in that regard commissioned Opus Consultants 
to provide a design that would permit vehicles to cross the railway line at an improved angle to present. 

This solution required extensive earthworks and road realignment - $40,000, the relocation of a power 
pole - $7,000; and relocation of the cattle stop - $2,000.  The West family rejected an offer put to them 
that Council would fund the earthworks providing they relocated the power pole and cattle stop. 

Mr Murrin advised that NZTA and KiwiRail have just undertaken an ALCAM (Australian Level Crossing 
Assessment Matrix) of the safety of all rail crossings in the South Island.  A copy of their assessment has 
been provided to Marlborough Roads. The overall ALCAM score puts the crossing into the low-medium 
risk category. KiwiRail had a number of concerns with the crossing, and recommended work to be 
undertaken which would meet all of their requirements.  However, that work was relatively minor; 
involving seal repair, signage and road marking. 

Marlborough Roads staff inspected the rail crossing on 14 August 2012 with Mr Ken Gilberd, Principal 
Advisor, Planning and Investment from NZTA, who has the responsibility of approving the Marlborough 
District Council’s Financially Assisted Roading Programme. Mr Gilberd advised that the works proposed 
by the ALCAM assessment would be permitted under the MDC Work Category Rail Crossings at 100% 
assistance rate.  The realignment as proposed by Opus would not meet the requirements for financial 
assistance and would have to be funded as an unsubsidised project.  

Clr Evans strongly supported the Opus option. He acknowledged that there was limited traffic crossing 
the railway line but believed there was a safety issue along with the fact that the West family pay 
considerable rates.  

Clr Dew sought clarification on past Forestry funding which, he believed, had been earmarked for certain 
projects in the Awatere. 

Councillors recommended that a site visit be arranged and further negotiations be held with the Wests.  

Clrs Andrews/Bagge: 
That the matter lie on the table until a visit to the Wests Road rail crossing site has been arranged 
and further negotiations have been held with the Wests. 

Carried 

NOTE:  Clr Leggett declared an interest and did not participate in discussion or vote on the above issue. 
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P.12/13.54 Road Stopping/Road Vesting Exchange 
Proposal – Queen Charlotte Drive     R810-S36 

It was reported that surveyors are currently undertaking a boundary adjustment for C T & G A Percasky 
at 2633 Queen Charlotte Drive. A portion of unformed legal road protrudes into their section which they 
would like to have included in their adjoining title. The portion of legal road would be of little use for 
roading purposes; the land is relatively steep and some distance away from the current road formation.  

The surveyors have noted that a portion of Queen Charlotte Drive road formation encroaches into the 
Percaskey’s adjoining property. They requested that Council consider ‘exchanging’ the portion of 
unformed legal road once stopped for the portion of road formation encroaching into their property. They 
were willing to pay all costs associated with the formalising of the two land areas. 

Clrs Leggett/Sloan: 
1. That Council agree to the ‘exchange’ proposal with the procedures to achieve that 

‘exchange’ to be by the Public Works Act.  

2. That Council consent pursuant to the Public Works Act to the vesting as road and the 
closing of road of those areas highlighted on the plan presented with the stopped road to 
be amalgamated with the adjoining property (Sec 18). 

3. That the applicant C T & G A Percasky be responsible for all costs incurred in the 
‘exchange’ proposal. 

Carried 

P.12/13.55 Queen Street Car Park – Parking Restrictions 
 P045-03 

It was reported that the parking restrictions for the Queen Street Pay and Display carpark needed to be 
changed in order to accommodate the proposed pocket park development. 

The Queen Street car park is a pay and display car park which also allows for parking with the display of 
prepaid parking permits.  There are no time restrictions within the car park which allows for vehicles to 
park all day. There is also high use of the car park by parking permit holders. 

With the development of the Pocket Park, 18 car park spaces will be removed leaving a balance of 23 
available for the public. The reduction of the number of space will be exacerbated by the lack of time 
restriction and the high use of parking permits. There is also a need for short term parking and parking for 
disabled in the area. Therefore it was proposed that the Queen Street car park be restricted to pay and 
display only and that the maximum permitted time for parking be reduced to 2 hours. Discussions with 
affected permit holders would be undertaken to look at alternate sites and options for their parking 
requirements. 

Clrs Sloan/Bagge: 
1. That the Queen Street carpark be restricted to two hours maximum parking. 

2. That the Queen Street carpark be restricted to pay and display parking only – no parking 
permits allowed. 

3. That these restrictions apply from the start of construction of the Pocket Park. 

Carried 
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P.12/13.56 Rai Valley/Pelorus/Wairau Flood Event of 15 
July 2012    R765-01 

Rivers & Drainage Engineer, Geoff Dick presented a report on the Rai Valley/Pelorus/Wairau flood event 
of 15 July 2012; and the follow up work which is underway. 

Clrs Leggett/Bagge: 
That the report be received. 

Carried 

P.12/13.57 Southern Valleys Flood and Wairau Plains 
Drainage Events    R540-06 

Rivers & Drainage Engineer, Geoff Dick presented his report on two significant flood and drainage events 
which occurred a week apart in early August causing moderate flooding to the Taylor, Upper Opawa and 
other Southern Valleys rivers.  There were also issues on the Lower Wairau plains.  The Wairau River 
had small freshes in it, which were no problem in themselves, but impeded gravity drainage of the Lower 
Wairau plains causing significant drainage issues. 

The following is the estimate of the additional repair and maintenance expenditure that will be required 
following the August flood events: 

Omaka River (upstream of Hawkesbury Bridge) $ 92,000 
Omaka River (downstream of Hawkesbury Bridge) $ 86,000 
Taylor River (above Burleigh Bridge) $ 50,000 
Waihopai (downstream of SH 63) $ 15,000 
Fairhall/Mills Stream/Gibsons Creek $ 16,000 
Upper Opawa river floodway clean up $ 20,000 

Total additional expenditure, say $279,000 

It was recommended that the additional work is funded from the Wairau flood reserve.  Some savings 
may be able to be made from other areas within the Wairau scheme maintenance budgets. 

Clrs Andrews/Leggett: 
That funding from emergency reserves of up to $280,000 be approved for the flood damage repair 
works summarised in the report presented by the Rivers & Drainage Engineer. 

Carried 

P.12/13.58 Grovetown Wetland Area R585-08 
It was reported that in 1999 Council’s resource consent application for a second drainage pumping 
station on Grovetown Lagoon re-ignited interest from local residents, especially iwi, that the lagoon 
should be managed for more purposes than as a drainage sump. 

This led to the formation in 2002 of the Grovetown Group, a multi interest party group including the three 
iwi, DOC, Grovetown Rowing Club, Forest and Bird and Council staff.  The Grovetown Group has since 
become an incorporated society carrying out willow removal, improvement plantings and other activities 
in the Grovetown Lagoon area and with regular meetings. 

Over the previous 100 years Council’s river control and drainage activities have been of great benefit to 
the community, but also have had some deleterious effects on the aesthetics and ecology of the lagoon.  
Council therefore approved Rivers section to take a lead role in three activities i.e. management of the 
two lagoon outlet channels to improve aesthetics and increase drainage efficiency; intended purchase of 
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a swampy wetland area and associated access provision; and a proposal for controllable floodgates to 
increase work flow in and around the lagoon. 

Rivers Planning Engineer, Mr Williman presented his report which detailed progress on these three 
different activities, which have been variable over the last 12 years. 

Clrs Leggett/Andrews:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That staff hold discussions with the Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society regarding 
future development and management of the newly purchased wetland. 

3. That previously approved construction of controllable gates on the lagoon northern outlet 
be deferred indefinitely.  

Carried 

P.12/13.59 E-Waste Trial W090-10-06 
Alex McNeil, Solid Waste Manager presented his report which provided the results of the E-Waste 
collection facility trial period which ran for three months from May to July 2012 inclusive.  

The E-Waste collection facility has been widely used by the community with volumes expected to 
increase as summer approaches. 

To continue to provide the service an agreement in principle with the contractor has been proposed that 
allows the reallocation of additional income and cost savings.  

Clrs Leggett/Sloan: 
1. That the additional income from the salvage yard, E-scrap rebates and scrap metal sales 

along with cost savings on TV disposal be redirected to supporting the continued operation 
of the E-Waste collection facility. 

2. That any future negotiations with the contractor regarding the continued operation of the E-
Waste facility is delegated to the Manager of Assets and Services and the Chairman of 
Assets and Services Committee. 

Carried 

P.12/13.60 Ohingaroa Bay Public Toilet Proposal R495-08 
Reserves & Amenities Officer, Nic Crous presented his report on the proposal for a public convenience at 
Ohingaroa Bay.  

Mr Crous reported that the foreshore reserve at Ohingaroa Bay is a popular stop-off location for travellers 
using the Kenepuru Road due to its proximity to the water and the distance from Havelock and/or 
Blenheim. The location is used by campervans, day-trippers and patrons of the local kayak hire company. 
He advised that there was the need for a toilet facility in that vicinity. 

The potential installation of a public toilet at Ohingaroa Bay has been discussed in the past and been 
strongly opposed by many of the local residents who believe that it will be an eyesore and that it will 
encourage freedom campers to use the reserve for overnight parking. 

The issue of providing a public toilet at the reserve was again raised as a proposal within the 
Marlborough Urban Growth and Development Strategy and approved in principle by Council on 14 
November 2011 as an action/decision for Ohingaroa Bay. 

Funding for additional public toilets in the Sounds became available in the current financial year and 
residents adjacent to the Ohingaroa Bay reserve were approached to determine their views regarding the 

Assets & Services Committee – 30 August 2012 - Page 6 



proposal. There is still strong opposition to the proposal by the balance of the adjacent residents, with a 
number of parties objecting in writing, two of whom via their lawyers.  

Sounds Ward representatives, Clrs Oddie and Hook believed there needed to be further consultation with 
the local community.  

Clr Bagge wished to see toilets installed at the Bay and recommended that Council begin the resource 
consent process. The Mayor was supportive of this and recommended that the local residents be 
consulted in conjunction with the resource consent process. This was subsequently agreed to by the 
Committee. 

Clr Bagge/The Mayor: 
That the local community be consulted in conjunction with the resource consent process for a 
public convenience to be constructed at Ohingaroa Bay.  [At the Council meeting on 20 September it was 
resolved that this minute lie on the table so that consultation with the Ohingaroa Community can continue] 

Carried 

P.12/13.61 Mature Tree Removal – PowerHouse Reserve 
 R505-A02 

Reserves & Amenities Officer, Nic Crous advised that Council has received a request from the Seaport 
Trust Project Coordinator to cut down a mature conifer tree located on the edge of the car park at 
PowerHouse reserve (off Wairau Road, Picton). The reasons given for the request are that it is not an 
indigenous species, as opposed to the established planting; that it messes; and that it shades the offices 
of the Seaport Trust. 

It was reported that the non-indigenous (exotic) tree is adjacent to a creek which has been planted with 
native shrubbery; the tree does not preclude growth of other plant material beneath its canopy or around 
the base.  This evergreen conifer is over 6m tall, in good condition, of good form and is the tallest tree in 
the surrounding area.  It shades the adjacent building and a portion of the parking area during the 
afternoon.   

The removal of trees more than 6.0 m tall from Council property is subject to a policy which requires that 
all property owners in the immediate vicinity and likely to be affected be notified in writing and invited to 
make written submissions to Council. The proposal to remove the tree would need to be publicly notified, 
together with the reasons for the proposed removal of the tree and the public be invited to make 
submissions on the proposal. 

Sounds Ward representatives, Clrs Oddie and Hook along with Clr Evans believed that the tree was in 
the wrong place and needed to be removed. 

The Committee recommended that the standard policy process be pursued so then the public’s reaction 
could be gauged to the requested removal of the conifer tree as the policy requires that all property 
owners in the immediate vicinity and those likely to be affected are to be notified and invited to make 
submissions to Council. 

Clr Sloan/The Mayor: 
That Council gauge the public’s reaction by pursuing the standard policy process in respect of 
the requested removal of the mature conifer tree at PowerHouse reserve. 

Carried 
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P.12/13.62 Awatere Hall H045-05 
Elisha Oldridge, Reserves & Amenities Officer, presented for Council approval a list of priorities from the 
Awatere Community Trust for the funding of $38,000 allocated in the 2012/2022 Long Term Plan towards 
immediate repairs to the  Awatere Community Trust Memorial Hall. 

Staff will be looking at a long term plan for the Hall after earthquake strengthening costs are assessed; 
the costs of long term maintenance will then be compared with the investment into a new development. 

APL Property included immediate building repairs in their maintenance plan which formed part of the 
report on progress and condition of the hall.  

The list of priorities is as follows: 

 Water Leaks - Fix the roof leaks via an internal gutter. 

 Power - Address circuit board loadings to enable use in areas when and where power is required. 

 Fire Safety - Prevent access to the upstairs meeting room to alleviate the necessary spend to 
upgrade to current standards. Provision be made for a padlock on exit to external fire escape stairs 
to prevent use.  

 Foyer Safety - Fix carpet trim edge or remove carpet from entrance foyer. 

 Supper Room Multi Use - Improvements to interior to encourage use of this area for meetings, 
dining and other small group use. 

 Kitchen - Upgrade using standalone stainless steel benches and shelves. Purchase other essential 
items for food preparation. 

The repairs and methods for achieving those have been discussed, and a site visit has been undertaken 
by Bill East, Senior Building Control Officer at Council; he considered those acceptable. 

The Mayor/Clr Bagge: 
That approval is given to fund the above requirements. 

Carried 

P.12/13.63 Lansdowne Park Feasibility Study – Stage 1  
                       R495-10-002 

Elisha Oldridge, Reserves & Amenities Officer, presented for Council approval Stage 1 of the Lansdowne 
Park Multisport Upgrade Feasibility Study. 

The Feasibility Study is part of the Marlborough Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan which strategically guides 
investment initiatives in parks infrastructure in Marlborough; the Study has been separated into two 
stages. 

Stage 1 will create a short term solution to the issue of increasing demand on sports fields by the 
development of the land over the stopbank for two multi use fields and one softball diamond. 

Once costings are completed funding from the Land Subdivision Account can be considered. 

Clrs Sloan/Leggett: 
That Council approve Stage 1 of the Lansdowne Park Feasibility Study in principle subject to 
funding. 

Carried 
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P.12/13.64 Information Package - 
The Information Package for the Assets and Services Committee dated 30 August 2012 and circulated 
separately was received and noted. 

P.12/13.65 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded - 

Clrs Andrews/Taylor: 
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

- Land Issues: Wastewater Disposal onto Council Land. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this 
resolution are as follows: 

General Subject of each matter 
to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for 
the passing of this resolution 

Land Issues: Wastewater 
Disposal onto Council Land 

To enable the Council, as 
holder of the information, to 
carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage negotiations 
(including commercial and 
industrial negotiations) as 
provided for under Section 
7(2)(i) 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would be likely to 
result in the disclosure of 
information for which good 
reason for withholding exists 
under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987 

Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 12.15 pm. 

 

Record No.  12300121 
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