
Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, 
Blenheim on THURSDAY, 7 JUNE 2012 commencing at 8.30 am 

Present 
Councillors G Taylor (Chairman), T M Sloan, J L Andrews, J P Bagge, J C Leggett, Mr R Hunter 
(iwi representative) and Mayor A T Sowman. 

Also Present 
Councillors J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, D W R Dew, T E Hook, P J S Jerram, F D Maher, D D Oddie. 

In Attendance 
Mr M S Wheeler, Manager – Assets and Services Department and Ms J R North, Support Services 
Administrator. 

P.11/12.440 Financial Report for Period Ended 30 April 
2012 F045-07 

The financial report for the Assets & Services Department for the period ended 30 April 2012, which 
represented 83% of the current year, was presented by David Craig, Finance and Information Supervisor. 

In response to comments made at the previous meeting an additional report was presented for members’ 
consideration and comment. 

The new report was a highly summarised version of the more detailed report and incorporated actual 
budget and forecast information.  A graphical representation was also displayed.  Councillors were 
advised that the summary report could continue to be presented in association with the existing report or 
could replace that report entirely.  

Councillors were very supportive of the continuation of the summary report along with the existing report. 

Clrs Leggett/Sloan:   
That the financial report for the period ended 30 April 2012 be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Frank Porter, Marlborough Roads. 

P.11/12.441 Signage T135-01 
A report to establish a framework to manage signage requests for advertising and tourism was presented 
by Frank Porter of Marlborough Roads. 

Council considered signage issues earlier this year and requested a ‘one-page’ framework to manage 
increasing demand for private signage adjacent to highways and district arterial routes. 

The base reference material is the Rules section of Resource Management Plans and the Traffic Control 
Devices Manual (TCDM) derived from the Traffic Control Devices Rule. 

Marlborough Roads reported that guidelines for tourism should highlight significant regional tourist 
opportunities and assist with destination confirmation. 
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The following proposed guidelines, which distinguished between advertising and destination signage for 
tourist facilities, were presented for adoption by Council. 

Tourism Signage and Guidelines 
Significant tourism outlets will be entitled to install standard tourism signage (refer TCDM) provided: 

- the activity meets Council’s significant thresholds; 

- significant tourist outlets may include: 

 Wineries. 

 Aviation Heritage Centre. 

 Sites attracting large numbers of tourists, say >1000 per month. 

-     significant tourist outlets do not include: 

 Restaurants. 

 Accommodation. 

 Other motorist services, signage for which is covered in TCDM. 

-      signage costs are met by the applicant; 

-      ongoing maintenance costs are met by the applicant. 

Advertising Guidelines 
Outdoor advertising covers: 

 Activities which do not comply with tourism threshold criteria. 

 Activities identified as advertising in the MDC Resource Management Plans (RMPs). 

 Outdoor advertising needs to either comply with or be consented in terms of the RMPs. 

 In urban areas, advertising is expected to be channelled through accredited i-SITES. 

 Pedestrian wayfinding may include businesses in urban areas provided issues of precedent 
and practicality are considered. 

Rural kiosks are a useful means of advertising smaller outlying rural tourist outlets. These are currently in 
place at the start of the Kenepuru, French Pass (Ronga) and Northbank Roads. 

Further use of such kiosks was supported. 

The Mayor/Clr Taylor:   
That the guidelines be adopted. 

Carried 

P.11/12.442 Threshold Entry – Welcome to Blenheim 
Signage T135-05, E225-M01-06 

A report to review welcoming entry signage was presented by Frank Porter of Marlborough Roads. 
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Approximately 10 years ago Council reviewed its “Welcome to Blenheim” signage and subsequently 
developed panels which were installed on the Springlands entrance to Blenheim. 

The design process led by a local architect was widely consulted.  The panels were constructed in 2004 
but were controversial, attracted vandal damage, ongoing media focus and ultimately after a hit by a 
vehicle in 2006 a decision was made to remove all six panels rather than replace the demolished panel.  
This decision also took into account the pending development of the Westwood retail development now 
under construction. 

Councillors were advised that NZTA displays the township name for each centre along a state highway 
by way of a small panel although most have now been superseded by standard threshold signage as we 
have in Marlborough. 

Councillors were supportive of concept plans being produced of welcoming entrance signage to be 
brought back to the Committee for consideration.  The importance of having tidy landscaping around the 
signage was raised by Clrs Leggett and Maher. 

Clrs Bagge/Andrews:   
That Council progress the issue of welcoming entrance signage by obtaining concept plans and 
reporting back to the Assets & Services Committee. 

Carried 

P.11/12.443 Review of Blenheim Town Centre Upgrade 
Projects E225-M01-06 

Alternative options for Blenheim Town Centre upgrade projects were detailed in a report presented by the 
Reserves and Amenities Manager, Rosie Bartlett. 

At the last Assets & Services Committee meeting councillors recommended not to continue with the 
Gateway project and sought the exploration of other options. 

Suggestions made for further investigation and pricing were:  Tree planting on Grove Road/Sinclair Street 
and Main Street; continue the wayfinding project; Market Street two-way traffic change adjoining Market 
Place; Landscape development of Main Road/Symons Street/SH 1 site adjoining the fire station; 
Welcome to Blenheim signage and CBD directional signage. 

It was reported that funding of $740,000 exists for town centre upgrading. The funds have been provided 
from the annual Street Tree Planting budget $40,000; the Pavement Upgrade budget $200,000; and 
$500,000 from reserve funds. 

There is a potential saving of $161,470 with the deferral of the Gateway project. There are also likely to 
be savings from the revised Pocket Park plan but further costing work is required before this can be more 
accurately estimated. 

Councillors agreed that street tree planting in Grove Road/Sinclair Street was a top priority. This was 
followed by looking at having two-way traffic on the section of Market Street between High Street and 
Wynen Street.  They were also supportive of the Wayfinding project being completed with existing 
Marlborough Roads budget. 

Councillors discussed the possibility of utilising a portion of funds from the roading budget for the projects 
which could possibly be made available as a result of the current review of the NZ roading programme. 

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
1. That Council approve the progression of two CBD projects ie; a staged approach to street 

tree planting in Grove Road/Sinclair Street; and two-way traffic on the section of Market 
Street between High Street and Wynen Street subject to funding availability. 

2. That consideration be given to the use of roading funds made available as a consequence 
of the NZTA roading programme review for SH1 tree planting. 
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3. That the wayfinding project is completed with existing Marlborough Roads budget. 

Carried 

P.11/12.444 Kenepuru Road – Nikau Cove Ltd R810-01 
The District Secretary reported that authority was sought from Council for completion of the process to 
vest formed Kenepuru Road that encroaches within Nikau Cove Ltd land as legal road. 

The Company is proposing to register a QEII Covenant over the land but wished to correct the vesting of 
the formed access as legal road before such covenant was finalised. 

Consideration was given to an exchange but the legal road line essentially forms a Sounds Foreshore 
Reserve strip and it was seen that any exchange proposal might complicate matters at this stage. 

The Committee was advised that the proposal agreed with the company is that Council would meet the 
costs involved to have the formed road vested as legal road. 

Clrs Leggett/Sloan:   
That Council agree to finalise vesting of the formed Kenepuru Road that encroaches into the 
Nikau Cove Ltd land as legal road. 

Carried 

P.11/12.445 Blind Creek Riparian Area; Tuamarina 
Landcare Project R855-01 

Brin Williman, Rivers Planning Engineer presented his report; he advised that on behalf of the Tuamarina 
Landcare Project, Margaret Peace had forwarded a final report to the Council regarding restoration of 
indigenous vegetation to part of the Blind Creek riparian area.  Mr Williman tabled the report at the 
meeting. The area concerned is near Tuamarina just downstream of SH 1 Bridge over the Wairau.  It is a 
600 metre long narrow strip of 1 hectare of land sandwiched between the main stopbank and Blind 
Creek. 

Mr Williman reported that with the encouragement of Council Environmental Policy staff and the 
Landscape Group in 2003 the Tuamarina Landcare Group was established, chaired by Margaret Peace. 

After seven years of dedicated work the Tuamarina Landcare Group has established a wonderful 
indigenous vegetation habitat.  This has involved over 4000 hours of voluntary labour and raising over 
$15,000 of donations.   

The Tuamarina Landscape Group sought Council’s continuation of control of weed management for the 
area; and consideration to expanding the planting area by taking more land out of the adjacent 
commercial lease of river control land.  

Clrs Leggett/Andrews:   
1. That Margaret Peace and the Tuamarina Landcare Group be thanked for the great efforts 

they have put into establishing indigenous plantings in the Blind Creek outlet area. 

2. That Council take over the ongoing maintenance of the plantings in line with other 
ecological plantings managed on river control land within existing budgets. 

3. That the suggestion of further plantings is noted but any decision on this awaits 
consideration of funding priorities. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Clr Maher withdrew from the meeting (9.55 am). 
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P.11/12.446 Outer Limits Limited, Rose Street, Blenheim – 
Out of District Sewer, Water and Stormwater 
Application  
 PN535123, W270-03, S180-02, S315-02-00 

Brett Walker, Infrastructural Projects Engineer advised in his report, which he presented to the 
Committee, that Council has received a request for an out of district (extraordinary) connection to the 
Blenheim sewer, stormwater and water infrastructure to serve 29 proposed urban lots in an area currently 
zoned rural. 

The east side of Rose Street is urban and is part of the northwest zone, however the property is situated 
on the west side of Rose Street, which is currently rural.  

Sewer, water and stormwater services were designed and installed within Rose Street and Middle 
Renwick Road to cater for potential urban development of both the west and east sides of Rose Street.  
The site has four existing out of district sewer and water connections. These were granted in 2008.  The 
stormwater from the rural area currently runs off to discharge to the existing stormwater system. 

Council is in the process of obtaining discharge consent for the recently laid large stormwater main in 
Middle Renwick Road. 

The applicant wished to obtain out of district approval for certainty of service connections prior to lodging 
an application for subdivision.  

Mr Walker reported that the existing pipelines have the capacity to cater for the proposed out of district 
connections; the connection to the stormwater would not be permitted until a discharge consent was 
approved. Additional services are required within Rose Street to provide a connection point for the 
proposal.  The equivalent to zone levies would be applicable to the site, as would development 
contributions. 

Clrs Sloan/Bagge:   
1. That the 29 out of district sewer, water and stormwater connections be approved. 

2. That connection to the stormwater pipeline only be permitted after a discharge consent has 
been obtained. 

3. That the applicant comply with any conditions of discharge consent applicable to the site. 

4. That sewer, water and stormwater levy of $486,813.00 (GST excl) be paid.  
(The amount will be PPI adjusted at time of payment. (NB: this is equivalent to the northwest 
zone levy excluding the road component, and has been adjusted to reflect the out of district 
levies already paid for the previous subdivision)). 

5. That sewer, water and stormwater development contributions in accordance with Council 
Development Contribution Policy be paid and the rates to be applied will be as shown in the 
policy document for Blenheim. 

6. That services mains be extended within Rose Street to provide a connection point to the 
application site and the mains that will serve the zone shall be funded by council from zone 
levies. 

7. That services infrastructure required solely for the site be installed by the developer at cost 
to the developer. 

8. That services within Rose Street be designed in accordance with Council Code of Practice 
and designed and certified by a chartered professional engineer to the approval of Council’s 
Infrastructural Engineer. 
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9. That the property pay water rates as per Council’s out of district connections rating policy. 

10. That the property pay sewer rates as per Council’s out of district connections rating policy. 

11. That the site pay geographic area general works and services rates and charges as per 
Council's rating policy.  

12. That the applicant be advised that approval of these out of district connections does not 
imply that further connections or development of the property have any entitlement for use 
of the services ie; further application and approval will be required. 

13. That the applicant be advised that approval of these out of district connections does not 
imply that the subdivision proposal has in any way been accepted or supported by Council. 

Carried 

P.11/12.447 Bluegums Landfill Site – Waste Inputs 
 C315-11-06 

Alec McNeil, Solid Waste Manager presented his report for discussion of the potential for receiving pre-
sorted waste from Kaikoura District Council via the facility operated by Innovative Waste Solutions, (IWS), 
Kaikoura, into Bluegums Landfill. 

Mr McNeil reported that IWS operate the waste management and minimisation services for Kaikoura 
District Council.  They operate a sorting facility within Kaikoura where they process the district’s waste 
and remove any material with a reuse, recovery or recycling potential. The residual waste from the sorting 
facility is about 800 to 1000 tonnes per annum and is currently sent to the local landfill. 

Kaikoura District Council needs to secure a new disposal outlet for their waste residues as the local 
landfill is running out of space.  This leaves them with two options, Bluegums in Marlborough or Kate 
Valley in North Canterbury. 

The pre-sorted waste inputs from Kaikoura would generate revenue between $66,088 and $82,610 (GST 
excl) if accepted into Bluegums at the current general waste gate fee. The waste is pre-sorted and 
therefore should have no reuse or recycling value. 

By only taking waste from the sorting facility, operated by IWS on behalf of the Kaikoura District Council, 
Marlborough will minimise the opportunity for any commercial operator to bypass the sorting facility and 
adversely affect the recycling rates in the Kaikoura District. 

It was noted that this material could be readily accepted into Bluegums with no adverse environmental or 
economic effect. 

The majority of the Committee were supportive of the proposal. Clr Bagge was opposed. She believed 
Kaikoura should dispose of their waste at Kate Valley in North Canterbury. 

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
That Council grant permission for the pre-sorted waste from the Kaikoura District Council sorting 
facility operated by Innovative Waste Solutions (IWS) to be accepted into the Bluegums Landfill 
site at the general waste gate fee. 

Carried 

NB:  Clr Bagge voted against the motion. 

ATTENDANCE:  Clrs Dew withdrew from the meeting (10.00 am). 

ATTENDANCE:  Reserves staff – Rosie Bartlett, Nic Crous and Robert Hutchinson. 
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P.11/12.448 Clifford Hague Bequest R495-P01 
It was reported that Clifford Hague had left a bequest to Council to be used for the enhancement of the 
Picton Foreshore and London Quay; the amount available being $114,720. 

Rosie Bartlett and Nic Crous put forward several projects from the reserves capital works budget and a 
proposal to landscape adjacent to the Coathanger Bridge. Councillors asked that the use of the bequest 
be put out for public consultation. 

Following consultation there were 14 submitters with 18 proposals and four original proposals from staff. 

Proposals were costed and ongoing maintenance issues considered. Clr Oddie representing the Sounds 
Ward recommended the installation of water play features. Many people have fond memories of the 
paddling pool but with the decline of the asset and increasing maintenance costs its replacement with 
more modern equivalent was seen as the most appropriate spend of the bequest.  

Councillors were advised that there is sufficient funding to $114,720 to get the development underway but 
it is planned to add additional features annually as budgets allow. 

Clrs Bagge/Andrews:   
That Council support Clr Oddie’s recommendation to use the Clifford Hague bequest to replace 
the Picton Foreshore paddling pool with a water feature. 

Carried 

P.11/12.449 Lansdowne Park Tree Removal  R505-01 
The owners of 6 Lansdowne Street, Blenheim requested the removal of two sycamore trees growing on 
their boundary with Lansdowne Park. 

It was reported by Reserves Officer, Robert Hutchinson that 15 Acer psuedoplatanus sycamore trees 
were planted along the driveway into Lansdowne Park in the mid 1970s.  The present owners purchased 
6 Lansdowne Street in 2009 with the trees well established. 

In 2010 and 2011 arborists pruned and crown thinned the trees at the request of the owner of 6 
Lansdowne Street.  

The Committee recommended that the request to have two trees removed be declined. All trees are 
prime specimens and in good health and have many years of life remaining. 

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
1. That the request of the owner of 6 Lansdowne Street to have two sycamore trees removed 

be declined. 

2. That all trees bounding this property undergo yearly crown thinning and lifting. 

Carried 

P.11/12.450 Taylor River Reserve – Tree Removal  
  R495-T01 

Robert Hutchinson reported that in the early to mid 1990s a row of poplar wands were planted to provide 
wind protection to the Blenheim Pony Club area on the Taylor River. 

In 2003 Flight Timber built a large bin sorter on their site with the eastern side of the building bounding 
the Taylor River.  Between 2003 to the present time Flight Timber has undertaken trimming of the trees to 
stop damage to the building. 
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The age and size of the trees means a significant amount of pruning is required and large limbs and 
stems are needed to be removed leaving unsightly stumps of trees. 

Flight Timber sought permission to remove the row of poplars growing on their boundary with the Taylor 
River floodway reserve. They have offered to remove and replant the boundary with more appropriate 
species. 

Clr Leggett/The Mayor:   
1. That staff work with Flight Timber to prepare a removal and planting plan. 

2. That Council staff seek public submissions on the removal and planting plan. 

3. That delegated authority be given to the Chairman, Assets & Services Committee and the 
Manager, Assets & Services to make the final decision on the removal of the trees. 

4. That the Landscape Group be consulted during the preparation of the planting plan. 

Carried 

P.11/12.451 High Street, Blenheim Public Convenience 
  P315-01 

Nic Crous, Reserves and Amenities Officer presented his report to determine the future of the public 
convenience located in the High Street carpark.  Mr Crous advised that the under used facility is an 
unpleasant experience for users and has become old and costly to continue maintaining. Also it is not 
disabled-accessible. The cost of replacement is in the order of $86,710.00, and if removed, the cost 
saving would be approximately $8,000 per annum.   

Clr Andrews was concerned for those accessing the Taylor River reserve and the elderly if the facility 
was removed. 

Mr Crous explained that it was intended to build up funds to direct towards an upmarket centralised 
facility. The Queen Street and Alfred Street public convenience facilities were located in easy walking 
distance. 

Overall councillors were cautious in their approach to the removal of the High Street facility.  It was 
recommended that additional signage be installed in the CBD making the public aware of the facility at 
the carpark building in Alfred Street and the public be consulted on the removal of the High Street carpark 
public convenience facility. 

Clrs Sloan/Bagge:   
1. That Council acknowledge the public convenience facility in the High Street carpark is 

outdated and needs removing. 

2. That additional signage be installed in the CBD directing the public to the Alfred Street 
public convenience facility at the carpark building. 

3. That the public be consulted on the removal of the High Street carpark public convenience 
facility. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Clr Oddie withdrew from the meeting (10.55 am). 
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P.11/12.452 Rai Valley Public Cemetery C045-04 
It was reported that Council has received notification about a further trustee ie; Kevin Payton, being 
elected on the Rai Valley Public Cemetery Trust. 

In accordance with the Burial and Cremations Act 1964 Council must approve such appointment as well 
as organise public notification. 

The Mayor/Clr Sloan:   
That Council approve the appointment of Kevin Payton as a Trustee in accordance with Section 
23 of the Burial and Cremations Act 1964 with such appointment to take effect following public 
notification as required by that Act. 

Carried 

P.11/12.453 Hinepango Wetland PN527278#05 
Kaye McIlveney, Council Solicitor presented her report which proposed that Council agree to revest part 
of the Hinepango Wetland system in the Department of Conservation (DOC). 

Background information was detailed in her report. 

Council had already accepted that a part of the wetland should be managed by DOC together with the 
balance of the Hinepango Wetland system already in DOC hands.  It was therefore recommended that 
Council confirm that DOC is the most appropriate body to administer the land; that Council invite DOC to 
transfer the land back to it and Council approve the revocation of the reserve status and transfer back to 
DOC so the status and ownership of the land can be regularised. 

The Mayor/Clr Sloan:   
1. That Council consult with iwi over the proposal. 

2. That Council consider its position following that consultation including whether: 

a. The ownership and administration of the Hinepango Reserve should be vested in the 
Crown (Department of Conservation). 

b. Council invite DOC to transfer Lots 82 and 75 back to Council so that the recreation 
reserve status may be revoked. 

3. That once the land has been transferred back Council commence the process to revoke the 
reserve status of the land. 

Carried 

P.11/12.454 Information Package - 
The Information Package for the Assets and Services Committee dated 7 June 2012 and circulated 
separately was received and noted. 

P.11/12.455 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded 

Clrs Leggett/Taylor: 
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 
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- Land Purchase Maxwell Road 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this 
resolution are as follows: 

General Subject of each matter 
to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for
the passing of this resolution 

Land Purchase Maxwell Road To enable the Council, as 
holder of the information, to 
carry on, without prejudice or 
disadvantage negotiations 
(including commercial and 
industrial negotiations) as 
provided for under Section 
7(2)(i) 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would be likely to 
result in the disclosure of 
information for which good 
reason for withholding exists 
under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987 

 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 11.00 am. 

Record No. 12173550 
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