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Minutes of a Meeting of the  
Marlborough District Council  

held in the Council Chambers, Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2012 commencing at 3.00 pm  

Present 
The Mayor A T Sowman, Clrs J L Andrews, J A Arbuckle, J P Bagge, G S Barsanti, D W R Dew, G I T Evans, 
T E Hook, P J S Jerram, J C Leggett, F D Maher, D D Oddie, T M Sloan and G Taylor. 

In Attendance 
Messrs A R Besley (Chief Executive), A P Quirk (District Secretary) and M J Porter (Democratic Support 
Manager). 

Prayer 
The meeting opened with a prayer. 

C.12/13.155 Presentation from the Sister City 2012 Education 
Exchange Group to Japan S225-01 

Joe Wright, Matt Taylor, Eilidh Jones and Maggie George, students from the recent education exchange trip 
to Japan, shared experiences of their trip.  Maggie Lloyd, the accompanying teacher, was unable to be 
present, but her husband Peter spoke on her behalf. 

C.12/13.156 Confirmation of Minutes - 
The Mayor/Clr Jerram: 
That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 20 September 2012 (Minute Nos. C.12/13.93 to 
C.12/13.100) be taken as read and confirmed. 

Carried 

C.12/13.157 Confirmation of Minutes - 
The Mayor/Clr Arbuckle: 
That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 25 October 2012 (Minute No. C.12/13.151) be taken 
as read and confirmed. 

Carried 

Committee Reports 

C.12/13.158 Commissioner Hearing Decisions - 
Clrs Dew/Oddie: 
That the Commissioner Hearing Decision as contained within the report dated 10 October 2012 be 
received and the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 
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C.12/13.159 Assets & Services Committee - 
Clr Taylor advised that in relation to Minute No. P.12/13.101 (Recreation Services Contract Annual Report) 
that it was important to note the intent of recommendation 2 in that once the Women’s Triathlon was 
completed a final review of the contract with Go Marlborough will be completed.  Members questioned some 
aspects of the report namely the figures provided by Go Marlborough, the option to go out for tender rather 
than a rollover and correspondence received on the matter. 

Clr Dew raised an issue with the wording of the recommendations under Minute No. P.12/13.104 (Northbank 
Bridge Replacement HPMV Route) and following discussion moved an amendment to that Minute (as 
outlined below). 

Clrs Dew/Bagge: 
That Minute No. P.12/13.104 be amended by the addition of a recommendation 5; being: 
5. That Council consider implementing a targeted rate to fund Northbank Road HPMV upgrades 

from the area of benefit during the 2013/14 Annual Plan process. 

Carried 

Clrs Taylor/Sloan: 
That the Committee report contained within Minute Nos. P.12/13.101 to P.12/13.112 be received and 
the recommendations, as amended above, adopted. 

Carried 

C.12/13.160 Community & Financial Planning Committee - 
Following a question on the comment in the last paragraph of the commentary under Minute No. A.12/13.120 
(Festivals & Events Contract Review) Clr Maher reiterated that the roles of the Regional Events Strategy 
Coordinator and Marlborough 4 Fun will never join as they are “chalk and cheese”. 

The Mayor stated, in response to a question regarding cruise ships (Minute No. A.12/13.119 refers), that he 
and Clr Bagge had met with Port Marlborough NZ Ltd on the issue and that a report was being prepared. 

Clrs Maher/Leggett: 
That the Committee report contained within Minute Nos. A.12/13.119 to A.12/13.130 be received and 
the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

C.12/13.161 Environment Committee - 
Clrs Hook/Oddie: 
That the Committee report contained within Minute Nos. R.12/13.139 to R.12/13.150 be received and 
the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

C.12/13.162 Regional Transport Committee - 
Clrs Barsanti/Bagge: 
That the Committee report contained within Minute Nos. X.12/13.113 to X.12/13.118 be received and 
the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 
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C.12/13.163 Grants Sub-Committee - 
Clr Andrews commented on the robust system the Sub-Committee had in place in relation to audit visits and 
that these visits are to continue in 2012/13. 

Clrs Andrews/Bagge: 
That the Sub-Committee report contained within Minute Nos. X.12/13.131 to X.12/13.133 be received 
and the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

C.12/13.164 SVIS Sub-Committee - 
Clrs Maher/Evans: 
That the Sub-Committee report contained within Minute Nos. X.12/13.134 to X.12/13.138 be received 
and the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

C.12/13.165 Land Subdivision Account 2012/13 R505-01 
Staff reported that the purpose of the report was to present to Council the draft Land Subdivision Account for 
2012/13 and seek approval for expenditure. 

Members noted that the account was discussed with the Assets & Services Committee on 11 October 2012. 
Committed projects were confirmed and projects unable to be funded in 2012/13 broadly prioritised.  The 
schedule attached to the Agenda detailed the recommended expenditure for 2012/13, approximating the 
funding estimated to be available.  The unfunded, priority projects were recommended as: 
• Endeavour Park additional drainage. 
• Taylor River paths - completion of concreting (to Burleigh Bridge and Riverside to Blenheim Gym 

Club). 
• Bothams Bend Equestrian Park development (infrastructure). 
• Sheps’ Park development. 
• Lansdowne car park seal and marking. 
• Small Carparks Sealing; Taylor River Reserves - Monro Street, Nelson Street, Burleigh Road and 

Harling Park. 
• Power Installation to the Rifle Range car park. 
• Picton Foreshore security lighting. 
• Lansdowne (A) sports park development. 

The Committee was concerned that the evident decline in reserve fund contribution income could seriously 
delay these priority projects.  All were considered of significant benefit however the drainage of Endeavour 
Park was seen as the highest priority. 

Clrs Taylor/Jerram: 
1. That the budgeted expenditure for 2012/13 (as attached to the Agenda) totalling $1,829,096 be 

approved. 

2. That $300,000 be provided for Endeavour Park drainage from the Forestry and Asset Sales 
Reserve. 

3. That the remainder of the projects listed in paragraph 11 b to i be prioritised as part of the 
Annual Plan process. 

4. That staff finalise the drainage design and engineer’s estimate for these works and report back 
to the Assets & Services Committee should the $300,000 budget be insufficient. 

Carried 
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C.12/13.166 Freedom Camping Bylaw Adoption R495-08 
Members noted that the purpose of the report was for Council to consider the adoption of the proposed 
Freedom Camping Bylaw as separately attached to the Agenda. 

Staff reported that a proposal for a new Freedom Camping Bylaw was notified to the public and submissions 
sought.  Forty-eight submissions were received from members of the public and local and national 
organisations.  Hearings were held on Thursday 28 June with 13 people speaking.  A hearings deliberation 
meeting with the Assets and Services Committee was held on Thursday 11 October.  A report on the 
submissions was separately attached to the Agenda.  At that deliberation the Committee recommended that 
a Freedom Camping Bylaw should be made and that the bylaw as notified should be adopted with certain 
amendments. 

Members took the opportunity at the meeting to voice their support or concerns.  The negative comments 
included that the bylaw was discriminatory, unfair, only applied to half the District and that it should be 
referred back to the Committee for further work.  Balancing that other Members spoke of the enforcement 
opportunities, consistency around the country and the provision to review the bylaw in a year’s time. 

Clrs Taylor/Andrews: 
1. That  Council adopt the proposed bylaw as notified with the following amendments: 

a) Add further Prohibited areas: 
• all side roads leading off Kenepuru Road; and 
• A further Ocean Bay North site; and 
• Karaka Point Road Reserve; and 
• Renwick Urban Area; and 
• Seddon Urban Area 

b) Add two further areas where freedom camping is permitted with conditions of use: 
• Taylor Dam Reserve; and 
• Part of the Wairau Diversion Reserve.  
The restrictions are to avoid conflict with day use of the areas and to require campers to 
use certified self-contained vehicles only. 
This can be on a trial basis to ascertain the effects and it will be reviewed after a year. 

c) Make technical amendments to the wording of the Bylaw as recommended in the report 
on submissions. 

d) Review bylaw after one year. 

2. That  Council revoke the existing bylaw; and 

3. That Council require staff to review the operation of the Bylaws after one year and report to the 
Assets and Services Committee on the review. 

Carried 
NB: Clr Evans requested that his vote against the above motion be recorded. 

C.12/13.167 2013 Council Meeting Schedule C135-01 
Attached to the Agenda for consideration was the draft schedule of meetings for 2013. 

Clrs Barsanti/Bagge: 
That the meeting schedule for 2013 be approved. 

Carried 
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C.12/13.168 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded  - 

The Mayor/Clr Sloan: 
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

- Confirmation of Public Excluded Minutes 

- Committee Reports (Public Excluded Sections) 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as 
follows: 

General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Minutes and Committee 
Reports 

As set out in the Minutes That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
of information for which good reason for 
withholding exists under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987. 

Carried 

 

 

The meeting closed at 3.56 pm. 

 

 

Confirmed this 13th day of December 2012 

 

 

 

A T SOWMAN 
MAYOR 

 

Record No.  12410662 
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