
  

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 26 JULY 2012 commencing at 1.30 pm. 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), T E Hook,  J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, D W R Dew, G I T Evans, 
D D Oddie, Mr E R Beech (Rural representative) and Mr R Smith (Iwi representative). 

In Attendance 
Mayor Sowman, Councillors J Bagge, J C Leggett, F D Maher and T M Sloan, Mr H R Versteegh 
(Manager, Regulatory Department), and Kathy Payne (Committee Secretary). 

R.12/13.30 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business - 
Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle: 

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute (R.10/11.212) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

 T G & L M Sowman - Omaio, Kenepuru Sound - approval to use a lockable cover on an 
unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act 1987). 

 W Lee & G C B B Wee - Port Underwood Road, Waikawa - approval to use a lockable 
cover on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

 M Hall & C Obel - 290 Moetapu Bay Road, Moetapu Bay - approval to use a lockable 
cover on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

 H & S N Schmidt - 17A Tremorne Avenue, Blenheim - approval to use a lockable cover 
on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

 R E Gilbert & T M Sefton - 14 St Leonards Road, Blenheim - exemption for doors 
opening into pool area (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act 1987). 

 N P & A Raynor - 1 Glenhill Drive, Blenheim - exemption for doors opening into pool 
area (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE:  Mr G Roberts, Council’s Building Control Team Leader, was present for the following 
item. 

R.12/13.31 Building Control Update and Building Consent 
Authority Accreditation C270-38 

The Committee was updated on the Building Consent Authority Accreditation procedure and information 
regarding Building Control matters.   

Members were advised that Council will receive re-accreditation once the final of four relatively minor 
corrective actions has been cleared following the recent two-yearly re-assessment for accreditation 
undertaken by an external agency, International Accreditation New Zealand.  New procedures are in 
place which will see a more formal approach to the lapsing of consents after 12 months of being issued if 
no work has started.  Procedures have also been changed for making a decision about issuing a Code 
Compliance Certificate after a building consent has been issued for 24 months.  Overall, the accreditor 
was accepting of Council’s systems but did identify that plans are being accepted that do not cover the 
projects adequately, which in turn creates more work for processing staff and this is being addressed.  A 
newsletter has been sent to the industry highlighting these matters. 

Clrs Hook/Evans:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Ms F Tiernan, Council’s Environmental Scientist Air & Water Quality, was present for the 
following item. 

R.12/13.32 Coastal Monitoring Strategy E325-003-001 
A proposed coastal environmental monitoring strategy was put forward for the Committee’s consideration 
along with the report ‘Coastal Monitoring Strategy, Marlborough’ which was included with the order paper.  
Recent submissions referred to Council for consideration were also included with the order paper. 

The report provided background on Marlborough’s coastline environment, the increasing use of coastline 
resources and pressures from land use, and of Council’s statutory obligation under the Resource 
Management Act to manage coastal resources. 

Members were advised that since 2010 a number of initiatives have commenced, including monitoring of 
intertidal habitats, baseline water quality sampling for the Queen Charlotte and Pelorus Sounds, and 
structuring of hydrodynamic modelling for the Sounds.  This work has involved the expertise of Cawthron 
and NIWA and forms the basis for a coastal monitoring strategy for Marlborough. 

The four stages of the proposed strategy and details of interim funding requirements were outlined in the 
report to the Committee.   

Councillors endorsed the strategy, and the importance of the continuation of the programme, as an 
opportunity to obtain good baseline data to assist with decision making about the coastal environment.  
Mr Smith endorsed the need for a marine scientist.  Coastal occupancy charges as a longer term option 
for funding were also noted. 

Clrs Barsanti/Evans:   

1. That the report, ‘Coastal Monitoring Strategy, Marlborough’, and information be received. 

2. That as an interim provision, $108,000 for the 2012/13 year be allocated from surplus 
2011/12 Regulatory Department budgets and be assigned to the coastal modelling of the 
Queen Charlotte Sound. 

3. That funding apportionment for subsequent years’ programmes from 2013/14 be subject to 
Annual Plan deliberations. 
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4. That Coastal Occupancy Charges be considered by the Resource Management Plan Review 
Sub-Committee as an option for funding coastal monitoring in the medium to long term. 

5. That a contractual service agreement is discussed with NIWA with regard to carrying out 
work on coastal models over the next two years. 

6. That the Committee note that the monitoring programme will evolve over time and will 
require a review of resourcing. 

Carried 

R.12/13.33 Marlborough District Council Dog Control 
Policy and Bylaw Review  L225-01 & E305-001 

The recommendations of the Animal Control Sub-Committee on the submissions received on the review 
of Council’s Dog Control Policy and Bylaw were included with the order paper for the Committee’s 
consideration.  Also included was the Dog Control Policy and the Bylaw showing the recommended 
amendments. 

Councillor Arbuckle summarised the process and consultation undertaken to date in respect of the Draft 
Dog Control Policy and Bylaw.  He said there was a lot of feedback from the community which the Animal 
Control Sub-committee took into account when making their decisions on submissions.  He drew attention 
to the CBD map for Blenheim which has been amended to remove Roselands Pets and Plants premises 
from the dog prohibited area and the Picton CBD to allow dogs on leash. 

The Councillors had a number of queries and further recommendations to the policy and bylaw. 

Councillor Leggett questioned why the area south of the dam past the locked gates had been changed 
from off leash to an on leash area.  It was clarified this was because there was livestock next door and 
there was no dog proof fence. 

Councillor Sloan was concerned about the extra budget that would be required to implement the 
recommendations. 

Councillor Jerram advised that budget had not been discussed at this stage as the Animal Control 
Sub-committee’s role was to make recommendations on the policy and bylaw to Council. 

Councillor Maher noted for the dog exercise area at Renwick in the Renwick Domain area between the 
tennis courts and the floodway that nothing was to be done until there had been consultation with 
Renwick Sports and Recreation Committee who were waiting on a concept plan for the area.  He 
recommended that the domain area be withdrawn if further discussions were not held before the Full 
Council meeting.  

Councillor Jerram clarified that it should read ‘proposed’ exercise area for the Renwick Domain as 
discussions with the Renwick Sports and Recreation Committee had not been completed.  The possibility 
of future developments being included in the bylaw was discussed. 

Councillor Bagge said she approved of the draft policy, particularly the recommendation that a designated 
dog park be established on the western side of Taylor Pass Road.  It was clarified that a path from the 
Taylor Pass walkway would go to the dog park.  Councillor Bagge made several recommendations which 
included providing water for dogs at the pocket park, that she did not agree with the maximum fine of 
$20,000 for bylaw breaches, and that there did not need to be chain fence at Harling Park as the area 
was clearly defined.   

Councillor Sloan asked if the path between Roselands Pets and Plants and the pocket park could be 
defined as dogs on leash.  He reiterated his concern as to how the recommendations would be funded, 
including signage and fencing, and suggested that costings be done. 
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Members were advised that the bylaw would become operative following a public notice stating a date for 
commencement which could be delayed as long as necessary. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Evans:   
1. That the recommendations in the report, ‘Animal Control Sub-Committee Recommendations 

on Submissions on the Dog Control Policy and Bylaw Review’, attached be adopted. 

2. That the Policy and Bylaw, amended in accordance with the recommendations in the report 
attached, be referred to full Council, together with the resolutions required by Council for 
formal adoption of the bylaw as reviewed. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Mr M Caldwell, Council’s Planning Technician, was present for the following item. 

R.12/13.34 Authority to Hear and Make Decisions on Plan 
Change 60  W045-15-60-03 

Approval was sought from the Committee to delegate to an appointed sub-committee the powers to hear 
and make decisions on Plan Change 60 - Maxwell Hills.  The plan change request, by Kapiti Views Trust, 
is to amend the Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan in relation to a site on the corner of Taylor 
Pass Road and Maxwell Pass Road. 

It was considered that as Plan Change 60 is a private plan change it is appropriate to have Councillor 
representation on the sub-committee.  The site was included in the Southern Marlborough Growth 
Strategy proposal.  However it was subsequently considered to be outside of the scope of the strategy 
and no determination on the appropriateness of the site was made.  For this reason, any issue of 
pre determination does not arise. 

At the meeting Mr Caldwell advised that the hearing to hear the request and the submitters to the 
prepared plan change was scheduled for 27-31 August 2012 but this could be reviewed as a request had 
been received from the plan change requester for the date to be changed. 

Clrs Dew/Barsanti:   
That a sub-committee chaired by Mr John Maassen and consisting of Councillors Arbuckle and 
Oddie be delegated the power to hear and make decisions on Plan Change 60 - Maxwell Hills 
Zone. 

Carried 

R.12/13.35 Resource Management Plan Review Sub-
Committee C135-R14 

The notes of the Resource Management Plan Review Sub-Committee meeting held on 12 June 2012 
were included with the order paper for ratification by the Committee. 

Councillor Dew advised that the minor plan changes would be notified separately.  He also noted that 
there had been a significant change in the approach and attitude during the landscape and natural 
character consultation. 

Clrs Dew/Barsanti   
That the notes of the Resource Management Plan Review Sub-Committee meeting held on 
12 June 2012 be ratified. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Mrs K Winter, Council’s Environmental Health Officer, was present for the following item. 

R.12/13.36 Environmental Health Activity Summary for 
2011/12 E350-002 

A brief overview of the activities undertaken by the Environmental Health Team for the 2011/12 
registration year was outlined for the Committee’s information.  This included inspections of food 
premises, other premises, food stall permits and market inspections and food control plans.  Information 
on complaints and compliance checks of the 116 on-licensed premises selling liquor was also outlined. 

Members were advised that all food premises were inspected at least once and other inspections were 
undertaken under their respective legislation.   

The legislation is currently undergoing changes therefore performance measures are being developed to 
ensure conformance with legislative requirements.  The Alcohol Reform Bill is currently before Parliament 
and, should this be implemented, it is expected that there will be changes to Council’s liquor licensing 
policy and its execution. 

Mrs Winter advised that there are activities from Schedule 3 of the Health Act that include activities such 
as tanning, rubbish and sewage collection.  She noted the late payment fee for registered premises which 
had been introduced and advised that all premises had been phoned to advise them of the new change, 
although there were some re-registrations still outstanding. 

Clrs Barsanti/Jerram:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Ms S Lines, Council’s Assistant Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the 
following item. 

R.12/13.37 Dairy Effluent and Stream Crossings 
 E330-001-004 

The findings of the 2011/12 dairyshed effluent and stream crossing survey were summarised for 
members’ information.  The report ‘Dairyshed Effluent and Stream Crossing Survey 2011/12’ was 
included with the order paper. 

Members were aware that the dairy effluent and stream crossing survey is an annual audit which Council 
staff undertook on Marlborough’s 61 dairy farms.  The purpose of the survey is to promote good dairy 
effluent management; provide information to the dairy farmers on dairy effluent systems and the best 
management practices, and to ensure compliance with the resource management plan rules and 
Resource Management Act 1991.  This is the third dairy season the Council has undertaken the dairy 
effluent survey in accordance with the national compliance reporting criteria. 

The report to the Committee summarised comments on dairy shed effluent, washdown collection, 
containment and application systems, solid waste management, ponds and storage and stream 
crossings.   

Councillor Jerram considered that the compliance figures as tabled at the meeting should be included in 
the summary report. 

Staff were congratulated for their ongoing work with the dairy farmers. 

Ms Lines advised that at the time of the survey there were 10 high priority crossings remaining on six 
farms but it is expected that these will be eliminated by the end of the winter.   
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Councillors noted that the dairy industry was progressing well with changes to the industry but one 
divergent view was expressed. 

Clr Barsanti/Mr Beech:   
1. That the ‘Dairyshed Effluent & Stream Crossing Survey 2011/2012’ summary report be 

received. 

2. That the ‘Dairyshed Effluent & Stream Crossing Survey 2011/2012’ summary report be 
released to the public, a copy sent to all dairy farmers and a copy be put on Council’s web 
page. 

3. That any outstanding issues which need to be addressed from previous surveys, be 
addressed during the 2012/2013 Dairyshed Effluent & Stream Crossing Survey.   

4. All high priority stream crossings still remaining at the end of September 2012 shall be 
referred to the Enforcement and Prosecution Committee. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Ms N Eade, Council’s Environmental Scientist - Land Resources, was present for the 
following item. 

R.12/13.38 Environmental Dairy Farm Plan Programme
 E355-008-004 

The Committee was updated regarding the new environmental dairy farm plan programme which has 
recently been established following approval by the Committee in March of this year. 

The environmental dairy farm plan programme is a three year strategy designed to expand the Council’s 
current role in working with the dairy industry in Marlborough.  It complements the existing compliance 
programme run by the Council and also the recent advocacy work carried out by the NZ Landcare Trust 
in the Rai/Pelorus area.  The voluntary programme is supported by Fonterra and DairyNZ and is intended 
to assist farmers to achieve improvements in environmental performance so that the risk of farm 
pollutants affecting waterways is significantly reduced.  

Members were advised that a working group has been initiated, an information sheet produced and a 
consultant engaged to carry out the farm planning.  The first three farm plans are planned for early 
August. 

In response to questions as to whether the farm plans could be applied to other farms, Ms Eade advised 
that this is a voluntary programme initially for the dairy industry and it would be during the plan review 
stage when standards are considered that consideration could be given for other stock in waterways. 

Clrs Hook/Barsanti:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.12/13.39 Information Package  
Clrs Jerram/Hook:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 26 July 2012 be received and noted. 

Carried 

Environment Committee - 26 July 2012 - Page 6 



Environment Committee - 26 July 2012 - Page 7 

R.12/13.40 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded  - 

Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

- Request to Review Conditions of Consent 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this 
resolution are as follows: 

General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Request to Review 
Conditions of Consent  

In order to protect the 
privacy of natural persons, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(a). 

That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
of information for which good reason for 
withholding exists under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987. 

 
Carried 

The meeting closed at 3.00 pm. 

Record No.  12253003 
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