
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER 2012 commencing at 1.30 pm. 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), T E Hook,  J A Arbuckle, D W R Dew (to 3.18 pm), G I T Evans, 
D D Oddie, Mr E R Beech (Rural representative) and Mr R Smith (Iwi representative). 

In Attendance 
Councillors J L Andrews, J C Leggett and F D Maher (from 1.40 pm), and Messrs H R Versteegh 
(Manager, Regulatory Department) and M J Porter (Democratic Support Manager). 

Apologies 
Clrs Arbuckle/Hook: 
That apologies for absence from Clr G S Barsanti and for non-attendance from Mayor A T 
Sowman be received and sustained. 

Carried 

R.12/13.79 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business - 
Clr Arbuckle/Mr Beech: 
That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute (R.10/11.212) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

 H T Payne & A E Williams - 145 Scott Street, Blenheim - exemption for doors opening into 
pool area (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

 P & J Bugler - 68A Colemans Road, Blenheim - approval to use a lockable cover on an 
unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools 
Act 1987). 

 R A & T J Bisset & Banco Trustees - 167 Wither Road, Blenheim - approval to use a lockable 
cover on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

 W J Marfell & K P Griffiths - 60 Blicks Lane, Blenheim - approval to use a lockable cover on 
an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools 
Act 1987). 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE:  Nicky Eade, Environmental Scientist – Land Resources, was present for the following 
item. 

R.12/13.80 Significant Natural Areas Project - 2011/2012 
Annual Report E310-006 

 SNA project is a long term project, although the emphasis has now shifted from 

ng in condition over time due to a range of threats 

s further reported that since the project commenced in 2001, a total of 281 properties have been 
vidual sites identified.  Since the protection phases of the project commenced in 

s have been undertaken, with six new projects completed in the last year.  
 also supported (which are being staged over several years).  Continuing 

equired if meaningful biodiversity gains are to be made in the region.  A monitoring programme 
to track the progress of the protected sites is now well established and allows for an ongoing assessment 
of the effectiveness of the protection work over time. 

r systems are 

Trust and central gove

Nicky Eade spoke to her report (separately attached) which provided a summary of results of the 
Significant Natural Areas (SNA) project over the 12 month period from July 2011 to June 2012.  Ms Eade 
also provided a presentation to further explain her report. 

Members noted that the
an initial focus on identifying sites and collecting information through the ecological survey work carried 
out from 2001 to 2009, to a focus on ongoing protection and monitoring work in these sites.  Ongoing 
support and promotion of the protection of these areas through associated projects, such as the native 
seed collection project and the Tui to Town project, is proving effective, along with an ongoing emphasis 
on awareness raising and information sharing through various events, publications and forums. 

It was reported that so far only about 10% of the 705 identified sites have received any restoration or 
protection and many sites are likely to be deteriorati
and pressures.  This is of particular concern in parts of South Marlborough which have been identified as 
Threatened Environment Areas by the Ministry for the Environment due to the low percentage of land in 
indigenous vegetation. 

It wa
surveyed and 705 indi
2003, a total of 74 site project
An additional 10 projects were
effort is r

Members questioned Ms Eade on enhancing reserves in town with native plantings, whethe
in place with changes of ownership of project land, funding for protection of South Marlborough land, QEII 

rnment funding, and the need to identify ongoing issues such as fences, weeds 
etc. 

Clrs Jerram/Oddie:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

R.12/13.81 Revised Urban Growth Strategy - Soils 
Investigation E225-M01-02 

Members noted that the purpose of the report was to seek ratification of the continuing program of 
investigation of areas having potential for urban expansion.  

n of soil characteristics.  The 

 work program was $250,000.  The installation of bore 
uires resource consent.  All land owner permissions have been obtained from affected parties 
sent application has been lodged. 

Clrs Dew/Hook:   
1. That the proposal for the continuation of the investigation soils characteristics, along the 

northwest and west boundary of Blenheim town be approved. 

It w reported that the revised growth strategy had identified new areas to the west of Blenheim (Appendix 

1 of the Agenda).  It was considered that continuation of the soils investigation program was necessary and 
consistent with the previous approvals for the geo-technical evaluatio

as 

investigations are a critical part of the decision process required to complete the South Marlborough 
Urban Growth Strategy. 

An evaluation of the scale of required work has been made by Opus Consulting Limited and this was set 
out in the accompanying brief.  An estimate for the
holes req
and a con
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2. That the estimated cost of the investigation of $250,000 be funded from the Forestry and 
Assets Sales Reserve. 

3. That consideration be given at a later stage to recovering the cost from the area of benefit 
by way of development contributions.     

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Brenda Pottinger, Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the following item. 

R.12/13.82 Winery Wastewater Monitoring Report C270-26 
Brenda Pottinger reported on the ongoing monitoring programme of the discharge of winery wastewater 
to land for the period 1 July 2011 - 30 June 2012. 

The Committee was advised that monitoring occurred at 39 wineries in the Wairau/Awatere Rural zones  
and where wastewater was discharged to land during the harvest and non-harvest periods.  Thirty-four 
wineries are located in the Wairau Plains, one is located north of Blenheim and four are located in the 
Awatere area.  In addition, six wineries that discharge winery wastewater in Riverlands and Cloudy Bay 
industrial zones were monitored.  To develop a more proactive approach with industry, pre-vintage site 
visits were made to all wineries to meet the key staff responsible for the wastewater system and to set out 
the Council’s expectations for the seasons monitoring programme. 

It was reported that a traffic light system is being used for determining whether a winery operation is in 
compliance with its consent conditions or permitted activity standards.  Those conditions assessed as 
green are compliant and no action is required; conditions assessed as amber means some corrective 
actions are needed; and conditions assessed as red are non-compliant, i.e. significant remedial actions 

provide information, follow up with 

ll other conditions were met and assessed as green.  
not considered significant enough to warrant enforcement actions.  Instead, for the 

 is taking an educative approach with wineries so there is greater 
g of the consent condition and plan rule requirements for discharging wastewater to land. 

A number of questions on issues such as: scope for larger yields; alternative sites; industry input into 
ape 

Growers at the next meeting with them. 

Carried

are required.  The amber status enables them to undertake whatever actions to reach compliance status 
without having a non-compliant status assigned for relatively minor breaches.  The feedback from 
wineries is that this is a positive and welcome approach to monitoring. 

Thirty-nine wineries (updated at the meeting) submitted information and data to assess compliance, while 
one winery did not provide all required information.  For those that did 
many wineries was needed to clarify the information and/or data provided. 

Fourteen (36%) wineries were fully compliant with all conditions and were therefore assessed as green.   
Twenty-one wineries (54%) were assessed as amber because one or two conditions or standards were 
not met.  Although all of these wineries provided records for the volumes of wastewater discharged, most 
did not keep clear and accurate daily records for volumes discharged.  The main issue observed during 
inspections involved ponding in the disposal fields of three wineries.     

Four wineries (10%) had a number of conditions assessed as red because allowable annual and daily 
discharge volumes and discharge rates were breached, only one of two soil samples was taken, or 
wastewater sample results were not provided.  A
These breaches are 
next season, the Compliance Group
understandin

compliance; and imbalance in soils.  It was noted that this report is to be discussed with the Gr

Clrs Hook/Evans:   
That the information be received. 
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ATTENDANCE:  Emma Cowan, Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the following item. 

R.12/13.83 Monitoring of Commercial Accommodation 
Facilities’ Wastewater Management in the 
Marlborough Sounds Overview E330-003-003 

Emma Cowan reported on the ongoing monitoring programme of commercial accommodation facilities’ 

hat 13 facilities were assessed at full compliance to minor non-compliance, five at 
major non-compliance.  One abatement notice was issued requiring 
arge resource consent be met and an independent wastewater 

 be consulted.  Signage was erected as a precaution to warn the public about health risks from 
wastewater quality exceeding standards in one situation.  No infringement notices were issued and no 
prosecutions were initiated. 

30 May to 

prepared earlie July 2013.  

wastewater management in the Marlborough Sounds.  Wastewater management and corresponding 
resource consents at 20 commercial accommodation facilities in the Marlborough Sounds were monitored 
between 15 October 2011 and 15 July 2012.  Of these, 16 discharge wastewater to land only.  One 
facility discharges wastewater to land and has an emergency sea discharge, and another facility 
discharges black water to land and grey water to sea.  The two remaining facilities discharge all their 
wastewater to sea.  Both of these facilities have obtained resource consents to discharge wastewater to 
land and are acting to implement the land based discharge consents.  

The Committee noted t
medium non-compliance and two at 
conditions of the wastewater disch
specialist

Ms Cowan advised that the 2012/2013 monitoring period will be changed to 30 May to 
correspond with peak wastewater production over the summer season.  The final monitoring report will be 

r in the year with the aim of release being Pre-season site visits will be made 
to each site either prior to, or early in, the 2013 wastewater monitoring period.  Site visits will occur as 
time and resource allows, with priority given to sites which are in medium to major non-compliance with 
consent conditions and sites considered to be in areas of high cultural/public/environmental/industrial 
significance. 

Clrs Jerram/Evans:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.12/13.84 Soil Compaction/Pugging Survey Under 
Drystock Land Use E355-004-001-01 

Colin Gray spoke to his report (separately attached) which presented the findings of a survey of soil 
compaction in some Marlborough drystock pasture soils.  Mr Gray also provided a presentation to further 
explain his report. 

Members noted that Council has a responsibility for promoting the sustainable management of the natural 
and physical resources of our region.  One of the physical resources that Council monitors and reports on 

 the “life supporting capacity of soil” and to determine whether current practices will 
f future generations”. 

orted that 117 soil samples were taken from 37 drystock pasture sites.  Each soil sample was 
analysed for soil macroporosity and bulk density (two measures of soil compaction/pugging) and also 

soil 
macroporosity values within acceptable target ranges 8 - 30%.  Sites with low values were ones which 

ial works to 
ly result in 

improved pastu low the upper 
limit considere

Members suggeste

is soil, specifically on
meet the “foreseeable needs o

Mr Gray rep

available phosphorus (Olsen P).  It was found that the vast majority of sites (32 of 37) had 

had not been subject to recent pasture renewal or sites that had been strip grazed.  Remed
subsoil and undertaking pasture renewal at these sites will decrease compaction and like

re production on these sites.  Olsen P concentrations in soils were all well be
d to pose an environmental risk. 

d that Mr Gray attend field days and contact Beef and Lamb New Zealand to help get 
the message out to the public. 
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Clrs Hook/Evans:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Jono Underwood, Biosecurity Co-ordinator, was present for the following two items. 

R.12/13.85 Regional Pest Management Strategy for 
Marlborough - Operational Plan Report 
2011/2012 E315-002-007 

Members noted that the purpose of the report was to recommend the adoption of the Regional Pest 
Management Strategy for Marlborough - Operational Plan Report 2011/2012.  The Environment 

nal Plan 
Report, on an ropriate 
Ministers of the Crown. 

pted and made available to the public and the appropriate Ministers of the 

Committee, acting in its capacity as Management Agency for the Regional Pest Management Strategy for 
Marlborough, is required pursuant to section 85 of the Biosecurity Act 1993 to adopt an Operatio

 annual basis.  The report is to be made available to the public and the app

Of special note was the registration of the Taskforce herbicide for aerial and Kangaroo Grass use. 

Clrs Evans/Hook:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That the Regional Pest Management Strategy for Marlborough - Operational Plan Report 
2011/2012 be ado
Crown. 

rieCar d 

R.12/13.86 Regional Pest Management Strategy for 
Marlborough - Operational Plan 2012/2013 
 E315-002-006 

 the adoption of the 
13.  The Environme

st Manag

Members noted that the purpose of the report was to recommend Regional Pest 
Management Strategy for Marlborough - Operational Plan 2012/20 nt Committee, 
acting in its capacity as Management Agency for the Regional Pe ement Strategy for 
Marlborough, is required pursuant to section 85 of the Biosecurity Act 1993 to adopt an Operational Plan 
Report, on an annual basis.  The report is to be made available to the public and the appropriate 
Ministers of the Crown. 

Clr Evans/Mr Beech:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That the ‘Regional Pest Management Strategy for Marlborough - Operational Plan 2012/2013 
be adopted and made available to the public and the appropriate Ministers of the Crown. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Alex van Wijngaarden, Harbourmaster, was present for the following two items. 

R.12/13.87 Marine Farm Light Audits M045-02 
 ligh

carried out.  He further reported that since the review of the majority of marine farm consent conditions 

l of a call up line to report outages of lights, and issues in areas of Croisilles 
and Port Gore. 

Alex van Wijngaarden updated the Committee of the ongoing marine farm t audits that are being 

has now been completed, an audit of lighting requirements has recently been resumed.  It has been 
noted that there is still some confusion with respect to the inshore marking of marine farms and work with 
the Marine Farming Association is ongoing.  Infringement Notices have been issued for those farms that 
did not have any operational lights. 

Members discussed the tria
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Clrs Oddie/Dew:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.12/13.88 Derelict Vessel - Waikawa Bay 
of the Committee it had been reported that Harbours staff had received a number 

H090-07 
At a previous meeting 

he waters of the region.  Currently, costs incurred during the process have 
e owner. 

of complaints relating to an unnamed launch about 8 metres long which was illegally occupying moorings 
in Waikawa Bay.  Following notices in the local print media, an owner came forward and the vessel has 
since been removed from t
been invoiced to th

Clrs Dew/Arbuckle:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.12/13.89 Resource Management Plan Review 
Sub-Committee C135-R14 

The notes of the Resource Management Plan Review Sub-Committee meetings held on 10 July 2012 and 
ted. 

Resource Management Plan Review Sub-Committee meetings held on 
012 be ratified. 

7 August 2012 were no

Clrs Dew/Hook:   
That the notes of the 
10 July 2012 and 7 August 2

Carried 

R.12/13.90 2011/2012 Budget Carryovers F045-07-01 
e report was to request that the carryovers for the Regulatory 
2/2013 budget. 

nded to incorporate the Regulatory Department 2011/2012 

y Projects 
ounds Fish 

28,500
view 
view Projects 

n Studies 

ring 
1

ontaminants) 

Members noted that the purpose of th
d into the 201Department be incorporate

Clrs Jerram/Oddie:   
That the 2012/2013 budget be ame
carryovers as follows: 

Environmental Polic    $ 
S 15,000 
Plan Preparation  

n ReWater Allocatio 30,000 
tal ReEnvironmen

Land Intensificatio 15,000 
rvey Wetlands Su 11,000 

Ship Wake Monito 8,000 
SFR Peer Review 0,000 
Urban Growth Planning (Land C 25,000 
Coastal Monitoring Strategies 108,000 
 250,500 

Biosecurity – Regional Pest Control 

l Contributions 
2

RPS Review 30,000 
Task Force Registration and Research 41,000 
Bovine TB: Regiona  
Animal Health Board 0,000 
 91,000 

Harbour C
GPS Upgra

ontrol  
de 20,000 

Tide Gauges 20,000 
WLAN Expansion 15,000 
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WX Station 
AIS Base Station 

10,000 
20,000 

VHF Base Station Replacement 5,000 
on 10,000 Wave Rider Instrumentati

Additional AtoNs Havelock/Pelorus 184,510 
 284,510 

Compliance 
 for Burning 15,000 

ng postponed – yet to be heard 41,000 
Mooring survey 18,500 

Brochures
Defended heari

Mobile solutions for Compliance officers in the field 6,000 
 80,500 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Clr Dew left the meeting at 3.18 pm at the conclusion of the above item. 

R.12/13.91 Information Package -
Clrs Evans/Oddie:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 6 September 2012 be received and 
noted. 

Carried 

R.12/13.92 Dec  Public ision to Conduct Business with the
Excluded  - 

:   
That the public be excluded

-  Response Strategy 

The general subject of each matter to be considered whi
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the Section 48(1) of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this 

solution are as follows: 

son for passing this 
olution in relation to each 

matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Clrs Jerram/Arbuckle
 from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

le the public is excluded, the reason for 
specific grounds under 

re

General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Rea
res

Response Strategy In order to protect the 
privacy of natural persons, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(a). 

That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
of information for which good reason for 
withholding exists under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987. 

 
Carried 

The meeting closed at 3.32 pm. 
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