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Marlborough Roads  

Local Road Asset Management Report – January 2013  
R825-01 

General 
The network is in good order with few outstanding issues or non-compliances to meet required standards. 

The renewals (reseals and pavement rehabilitation) programme is now defined with works getting 
underway in December. 

The minor improvement programme is underway. 

NZTA’s Maintenance and Operations Review is in implementation phase to establish a primary supplier 
contract with incumbent suppliers Opus International Consultants and HEB Construction.   

Financial Commentary 
The expenditure is within budget after seven months of operations.   Expenditure is gradually closing on 
the budget line.  The expectation is for an end-of-year result achieved within the budget. 

The table and graph for maintenance and renewals for District Council roads is attached. 

Monthly Activities 
Professional Services and Physical Works Maintenance Contracts 

The two HEB maintenance contracts for the north and south areas are now being managed as one 
contract.  The extended Opus contract is also operating efficiently with a minimum of churn. 

Key local road achievements are as follows: 

 North Area reseals   43% complete 

 South Area reseals  30% complete 

 North Area Area Treatments 6% complete 

 South Area Area Treatments 22% complete 

Marlborough Roads Activities 
Crown Fibres UFB installation is ongoing within Blenheim but now occurring at 30% of earlier work rate.  

Sandra Boyd commenced in the Parking Administrator role in mid-January.   

A permanent appointment has been made to the Senior Safety Engineer position.  Andrew James will 
commence on 7 February 2013.  Marlborough Roads staff are involved with the supplier contract 
conversions. 
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Project Status 
State Highways 
SH 6 Springlands Roundabout design proposals are well advanced and were included in Council budget 
considerations. 

Design work is now underway on the safety improvement SH1 Hazard Protection Picton to Blenheim 
project.  Detailed scoping of design work at Spring Creek is underway.  Consideration of the Grovetown 
Safety Improvement submission is ongoing. 

Local Roads 
No significant local road capital works occurred.   

Communications  
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table 
identifies some of those contacts during the month. 

Cissy Bay Residents Local roading 

Picton Marina Ltd Picton Marina works 

Jim Campbell Kenepuru Ratepayer business 

Waikakaho Residents  Road condition 

John Bond Road Transport Association NZ 

Jenny Richardson NZ Police 

West Family West’s Road rail crossing 

Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following is a 
breakdown of communication information managed from the Marlborough Roads office.   

Compliment 0   (0%) 

Complaint 24  (28%) 

General Communication 1   (1%) 

Incident Response 29  (34%) 

Planning 0   (0%) 

Physical Works Request  7   (8%) 

Request for Service 16 (19%) 

Query 7   (8%) 

Services Application 1   (1%) 

Road Safety (December/January) 
December statistics are included in this report as these were not available in the previous report. 

There were 15 reported crashes on the District Council network, involving two minor injuries.  
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There were also 15 reported crashes on the State highway network for the two-month period of 
October/November.  One of these crashes involved serious injury (two people seriously injured). Two of 
these crashes involved death, the first a motorcyclist on SH 6 beyond Rai Valley and the second involving 
two tourists losing control of their Mitsubishi station-wagon near Pelorus Bridge. Eight other crashes 
involved minor injury.  

In December another fatal crash occurred on SH 6 north of Pelorus Bridge. 

Health & Safety 
No LTIs reported. 

Other 
At the January meeting, committee members expressed some concern of “boy-racer” damage. Whilst 
there are visible signs of their activities, these are currently no tangible costs resulting.  The greatest 
concern is public safety.   

As a result of comments from committee members, a programme of work is proposed to refurbish 
roundabouts on Alabama Road and on SH 1. 
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Rivers and Drainage Section 

River Works Activity Report  
(Information prepared by G Dick, B Williman, R Fitzgerald, S Bezar, K McFall, L Kuta, D Aires) 
 R540-03 

Wairau River 

Routine maintenance 
Fairway clearing (snagging and spraying) is underway in various sections in the Waihopai to Tuamarina 
reach.  

The old Kaituna landfill site has been tidied and cleared of weeds.  This was a joint effort between Council 
and the adjacent lessee.   

A section of stopbank carriageway on the lower Wairau between Watsons Road and Jones Road has 
been repaired by laying metal and re-grading. 

Upper Wairau  
Assistance to landowners carrying out erosion control works has been provided by way of advice and 
supply of materials.  

Fairway clearing work is underway again at Loddon Lane. 

Lower Wairau stopbank upgrade 
The stopbank upgrade proposed for the section adjacent to Jones Road is now in detail design.   

Two options for upgrading and raising this section of stopbank were investigated.  The options being 
upgrading along the existing alignment including the associated stopbank road crossings and we looked 
at the option of relocating the road outside the floodway so that Jones Road became flood free.  Both 
options were looked at in detail.  The cost estimate to shift the stopbank closer to the river and relocate 
the road landward was three times that of simply upgrading along the existing alignment.  The additional 
costs could not be justified by Marlborough Roads given the relatively infrequent occurrence on this 
section of road. 

The decision to upgrade along the existing alignment has been communicated to and accepted by the 
affected landowners.  They are willing to work with Council to sort out design elements affecting their 
property.  This includes agreement to shift a current house water supply away an old bore in the existing 
stopbank to another water bore that is available in the farm. 

A borrow site for stopbank fill (~3,000 m³) has been located on the downstream end of the Beatsons 
Overflow.  The plan is to scrape cover material off the paddock, excavate required stopbank fill, backfill 
the excavation with accreted silty sand from the outside of the adjacent river bend from bottom bend, and 
then reinstate the excavation site by re-spread the scraped cover material back over top. 

A tender package for this work is expected to be ready by April this year with construction to potentially 
follow May/June.  However if weather or contractor constraints suggest any delay the works will be held 
over to next summers construction season. 

Ngati Rarua are busy preparing the Marae grounds for a treaty signing ceremony scheduled for April 13 
this year.  An onsite meeting between Rivers, Compliance, and Ngati Rarua clarified communication 
requirements from all parties.  The need to progress talks on the true left stopbank upgrade program was 
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raised and further evidence was provided during the onsite meeting.  A formal working group meeting is 
the next step to progress this part of the upgrade program. 

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries 

Omaka River 
Landowners in the reach above Hawkesbury Road commenced their permanent protection works in 
consultation with Rivers staff.  This is the next phase of the repairs following the August 2012 flood event. 

The works have been designed and are being project managed by council staff all under a legal 
agreement signed between themselves and Council. Whilst the works are privately funded Council is 
providing some minor subsidy assistance in accordance with its isolated works policy. 

Taylor River 
Phase two of channel and bank repair works have been carried out near the Paintball site.  Further work 
is required to complete the job.  Wind-thrown trees blocking the waterway have also been removed. 

Mill Stream 
Two minor improvement works have been undertaken in Mill Stream for landowners who suffered flood 
damage from last year’s flood events. These are council subsidised works. 

Tuamarina  
A herbicide injection has been carried out from below the rail bridge to the Wairau confluence.   

Floodway tree removal works have been carried out in various sections of the river including the 1 km 
reach below Para Road.   Several significant blockages have been identified immediately upstream of the 
Fish and Game boundary. These will require heavy machinery to remove.  Access from the landowner is 
being sought. 

Rivers staff have been invited to attend a Fish and Game workshop on their plans for the development of 
the Para Swamp. 

Are Are Creek 
Tree removal has been carried out from the Kaituna-Tumarina Track downstream for approximately 1 km. 

Gibsons Creek  
Gibsons Creek including the Waihopai and Wairau River intakes requires frequent checks and minor 
maintenance to keep water flowing as designed. 

The river intakes were reinstated on 21-23 January 2013 (Wairau and Waihopai) and 8 February 2013 
(Wairau). The first steps to shut down the Wairau River intake have happened as the Wairau is looking to 
fall below the 8 m³/sec intake threshold. 

Other work has included ongoing routine channel and culvert inspections including maintenance of debris 
collector screens and removal of rubbish.  Some Isolated wind-thrown trees also had to be removed from 
the waterway  

Taylor Pass Road 
The resource consent was completed for the diversion of the ephemeral waterway near the Taylor Pass 
Mountain Bike carpark to prepare land for the next phase of development along Taylor Pass Road.  
Green forms were signed off by all affected landowners and the application was submitted.  A cost saving 
of near half was achieved by working with landowners and developing an alternative design.  Works will 
commence as soon as consent is granted. 
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Drainage 

Spring Creek   
A herbicide injection has been carried out from Raparua Road to the Wairau confluence. 

Yelverton Drain 
An extensive clearing of the Yelverton Drain was carried out from the outfall near 50 David Street down to 
the confluence with the Old Fairhall channel.  This maintenance will improve hydraulics enough to get 
through this coming winter while the full hydraulic analysis of the Old Fairhall/Yelverton/Osgood system is 
worked out.  Both landowners at 44 David Street and 42 David Street are quite pleased with the extent of 
Council’s efforts to improve drainage in this system. 

In performing the maintenance, an old irrigation well was uncovered in the drain near 33 David Street.  
Being obsolete and a potential point for contamination, the well was filled and sealed.  

Rileys Drain 
A contract for the piping of the 240 m section of the drain behind the houses in Puketea Place has been 
let to Simcox Construction Ltd following their successful tender bid.  Work is now well underway. 

The project required some intensive negotiations with all eight affected landowners to get underway. 
However we were able to secure all the necessary agreements and we are getting excellent co-operation 
with the construction.  Completion of this project should largely resolve historic issues with the drain 
including maintenance and undersize culverts. 

Lower Opawa River 
A weedcut using the mechanical cutter is underway. 

A portion of the Malthouse Reserve (east) has been cleared of trees and levelled in preparation for 
planting of natives. 

Pumping Stations 
Pembers Road 
The duty pump has been reconditioned following bearing failure and is now fully operational  

Riverlands 
Design work and specification preparation  is continuing with a view to installing telemetry in this sation. 

The wetland has been further planted using locally sourced grasses which appear to tolerate salt 
conditions. This 4.8 ha complex of wetlands is slowly revegetating after a slow start. 

Woolley and Jones 
The duty pump has been removed for a full recondition. Discussions have been held with adjacent 
property owners regarding pump capacity and performance upgrades. 

Drainage network maintenance 
Work completed includes: 

• Excavate  lower Dowlings Creek. 

• Tree removal works in lower Roses Creek. 

• Riverlands Industrial drain banks tazzed through Industrial Estate. 

• Willow tree removal operation in upper Spring Creek and Hollis Creek. 
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• Gravity outlet Hastilows Drain cleared. 

• Riverlands Co-op weed removal. 

• Tree removal Old Fairhall Drain. 

Riverlands Floodway Stopbank Upgrading 
Discussions have been held with a property owner regarding entry for works and land valuations 
commissioned.  

Roberts Drain   
Discussions have been held with property owners regarding the performance of the gravity drainage 
system. Some minor works are proposed and a study of flow gradients and Wairau Bar Road culvert 
performance over the tide range will be undertaken. 

Main Street pump station replacement 
A concept design for the pump station replacement discussed with the landowner and verbal agreement 
reached to head into the next stage of design.  A brief for the design has been prepared and we are in the 
process of engaging a consultant to undertake this work.   

The current programme requires a sufficiently developed design ready for formal land entry/purchase 
negotiations to be ready by June 2013. 

Floodway Reserves 
• Taylor River Floodway Recreational and Amenity Management Plan. Rivers staff have been advising 

the Reserves section as to the river corridor, stopbank, heavy vehicle access and other river control 
requirements for this joint Reserves and Rivers section document. 

• Mow Fishermans Track Spring Creek. 

• New pipe gates installed on Omaka River following request from adjacent land owners concerned 
with vehicle intrusions. 

• Progress works and lease/licence arrangements with winery discharges. 

• Prepare land clearance operations post forest logging in Conders and Hillocks Road for winter 
planting. 

• Mow riparian plantings area Reserve 127 Jacksons Road.  

Wither Hills Soil Conservation 
Two old concrete water tanks located on the ridge above the fire pond in the Wither Stream catchment 
will be replaced with plastic tanks. The old tanks have been leaking for some time. 10 new water troughs 
are also proposed.  

Council is awaiting feedback from partners (Kordia, Telecom and Radioworks) with regard to cost-sharing 
arrangements for the maintenance of the Cobb Ridge Road. 

Picton, Sounds and Awatere 

Okiwi Bay  
Subdivisional site works and flood control works have been undertaken adjacent to Renata Road. This 
consists of shallow swales and bunding to direct hill runoff away from the residential area.   Channel 
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works in the Kaimoko Stream are necessary to improve stream alignment and will be carried out in late 
April to meet environmental requirements. 

Portage Bay 
Rivers staff are assisting Opus with an assessment of flood control and drainage works necessary to 
improve road drainage.  

Waikawa and Waitohi Rivers 
Ongoing routine maintenance inspections have been carried out along with the removal of minor 
restrictions and rubbish.  The Waitohi triple culverts have had the internal walls cleaned by removing 
crustaceans. Floodway tree removal has been carried out adjacent to Dave Vercoe’s property along 
SH 1. 

Waitohi triple culvert inlet apron 
The logistics and methodology for the permanent repair of the broken and heaved concrete in the existing 
apron are currently being worked up. 

The permanent repair will require cutting out of about 40 m² of the inlet slab, fixing new steel and 
re-pouring with a high strength marine grade culvert.  The job needs to be undertaken during summer low 
flows and over a five day spring tide sequence.   It will require over pumping and site lighting to allow 
work over both daily low tides. 

The work will be scheduled for summer 2014. 

Investigations 

Brookby Road 
An investigation of flooding and erosion along Brookby Road has been completed and recommendations 
have been provided to Marlborough Roads on solutions to remedy the situation.  The underlying problem 
is that the landowner diverted the ephemeral river channel down the road so as to develop the land for 
viticulture.  A meeting is scheduled in early March with the landowner to discuss.  The solution is most 
likely to be a collaborative effort between the land owner and Marlborough Roads and may need to 
involve compliance section.    

Old Fairhall/Yelverton/Osgoods Drain 
A full hydrologic/hydraulic assessment is scheduled for this coming winter to gain an understanding of 
drainage upgrade work required to provide for current and future development.  Base ground survey has 
been completed and we are set to proceed with both development scenarios and design storm events. 

Taylor/Lower Opawa/Opawa Loop/Roses Overflow 
Topographical resurvey of river cross sections has been completed.  The last survey was in 1998. 
Preliminary indications are that sedimentation of the channels has been minor. A more detailed analysis 
of sedimentation and hydraulic analysis will be completed using this data to investigate various river and 
floodway improvements including improved water quality in the Opawa Loop.  

Waikawa 
Topographical survey has been completed and a hydraulic assessment is scheduled to update and 
improve flood hazard mapping for land along Waikawa Stream following completion of channel upgrade 
works. 
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Lower Wairau 
The first resurvey of the lower Wairau River bed following installation of the flow split bank.  It has now 
been three years since a similar survey was completed.  During that time there have been three 
significant events and several smaller events with the erodible diversion embankment in place.  This 
survey should provide some preliminary view of the effects of the diversion erodible bank.  

Rivers & Drainage Flood Photo Manager 
A pilot project has been completed with Rivers & Drainage, IS, and a university student to get past flood 
events managed in a GIS system.  Flood pictures, both ground and aerial, between 2000 and 2008 are 
now in a user-friendly web-based system. 

New Resource Management Plan 
Brin Williman, Geoff Dick and other Rivers Section staff have been involved in advising Pere Hawes and 
Rachel Anderson with regard river management policies and rules to input into the new Marlborough 
Resource Management plan. 

Gravel Extraction 
The annual gravel allocation year commences on 1 March each year. 

Gravel extraction figures for the 11 month period up to 31 January 2013 is as follows: 

Wairau River  
Reach (Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry 
Road Bridge, where annual allocation is set at 
245,000 m³) 

108,275 m³ 
 
(44% of annual allocation) 

Other rivers within in the district (incl. Sounds, 
Upper Wairau & Awatere) 27,356 m³ 

Total to date for the Marlborough District 
(March to January 2013) 135,631 m³ 

Below is a plot of gravel extraction in the Wairau River for the ‘Waihopai confluence to the Ferry Bridge’ 
reach.  It continues to show there has been a significant reduction in gravel extraction; this is due to the 
downturn in demand. However, this year’s extraction rate is tracking similar to 2010/11 and 2011/12 
extraction. 
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Gravel Extracted (March to following Feb)
Wairau River (Waihopai confl. to Ferry Rd. Bridge)
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Quarries 

Pukaka 
Some preliminary discussions have been held with the two adjacent landowners about the possibility of 
purchasing further land to extend the life of the quarry. The quarry has been worked hard over the last 
12 or so months to source the rock required for flood repairs on the Wairau, Omaka and Taylor Rivers.   

At the current rate of extraction it is estimated that the readily available resource remaining in the quarry 
could be exhausted in three or four years. 
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Planning and Development 

Blenheim Wastewater Pump Stations Seismic Assessments – 
Tender Acceptance for Geotechnical Investigations  
(Information prepared by M Power) S090-B06 

Blenheim has eight wastewater pump stations built in the 1930s, and two pump stations built in the 1960s 
that are reaching the end of their structural design life. Council is investigating options to extend their 
working life and/or replace as necessary. 

The first phase of the investigation is to assess the geotechnical properties of the ground adjacent to the 
subject pump stations. Following from this, structural assessments of the concrete wells and buildings will 
occur. 

Council has accepted a quote from Pro-Drill Drilling to undertake Cone Penetration Tests (CPTs) and 
Sonic Drilling at the sites. CPTs are suitable for the silt materials on the east side of Blenheim, while on 
the west side Sonic Drilling is preferred to allow for suitable core recovery of the gravels. CPT is a method 
used to determine the geotechnical engineering properties of soils and delineating soil stratigraphy. CPTs 
will not push through gravel. 

The tender submitted by Pro-Drill is $39,729 (GST excl), based on measure and value quantities. 

Beca will supply a Geotechnical Engineer to oversee the drilling, and compile the results. 

The structural assessments will be completed by Fulton Hogan Marlborough, commencing in April 2013. 
Once again, Beca Structural Engineers will compile the results. 

It is expected the full assessment report will be available in late 2013. 

Current budgets allow provision for these planned works. 

 

Picton Trunk Sewer Upgrade Design Capacity 
(Information prepared by S Donaldson) S180-P03 

Project Scope 
Council has embarked on a significant infrastructure project to upgrade the whole trunk sewer from 
beyond Waikawa wharf to the outfall in Picton harbour. The upgrade will involve the replacement of 
almost all of the trunk pipeline and the replacement of three sewage pump stations.  The upgrade will 
provide increased capacity so that the frequency of overflow events is reduced and provision is made for 
growth in population. 

Design Flows and Trunk Sewer Capacity 
Design flows are primarily driven by inflow and infiltration from storm events, approximately 80% of 
capacity.   This means that the impact of population growth on the design capacity is dependent upon 
whether the additional people are housed within the area served by the existing reticulation (infill) or in 
new subdivisions.  New subdivisions require additional sewer mains to be laid which results in some 
increase in inflow and infiltration albeit at a lower rate than existing older reticulation. 
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Estimating population growth is particularly difficult because the pipelines are being designed for a 100 
year life. Statistics NZ only forecasts the population through to 2031 and gives such a wide range of 
projections that it is of little help. 

Picton’s future as the South Island terminal for the interisland ferries is uncertain as the Government 
looks to Clifford Bay as an alternative to shorten the overall travel time from Wellington to Christchurch.  
Relocating the ferry terminal is expected to have a significant impact on Picton if it goes ahead. 

Population Projections 
The usually resident population at the last census in 2006 was 4,100 and the population on census night 
4,650.  Although some of the 550 additional census night population would be in homes used for holiday 
accommodation, it is likely many would be staying in hotels and motels. 

Two alternative processes have been applied to forecast Picton’s population and are described below: 

Process One 
The first process assumed on-going growth of 60 people per annum over 100 years (6,000 people).  After 
allowing for some infilling, it was found that significant new areas of land outside of the present residential 
zoning would be needed to house this growth and assumptions were made as to where this would occur.  
This approach led to a design flow to be treated at the sewage treatment plant and the bypass treatment 
facility at Dublin Street of 570 litres per second (L/s) for a peak holiday population of 14,000. 

Process Two 
The second process used to forecast population change involved talking with local business and interest 
groups in Picton including Port Marlborough, a consultant engineer involved in residential development, 
the Picton Business Forum and the resource management advisor to Te Atiawa.  Discussions were also 
held with Pere Hawes and Neil Henry. 

Having considered the views of those spoken to it was decided to assume a growth in permanent 
population over 100 years of 3,000.  It was also noted that it is not proposed to increase the land zoned 
urban residential in the next resource management plan.  The second process assumed subdivision 
would occur to 75% of existing lots over 1,000 m², into lots of no less than 500 m².  To be considered 
available for subdivision, an existing  lot had to have a slope of less than 25 degrees.  This was to exclude 
land that was considered too steep and as a consequence likely to be unstable. Larger land parcels that 
would require roading had an allowance made for that. Using 2.2 persons per household led to an 
available infilling of 2,716 people which is similar to the 3,000 projected population increase. An arbitrary 
provision was made for the population difference to be housed on land in Waikawa outside the prevailing 
urban residential zone. It was assumed that the additional population allowance for the future peak 
holiday period be 2375 persons. 

The second process forecasted a peak holiday population in 100 years of 9,475 and a design flow to 
treatment of 386 L/s. 

Discussion of the Design Capacity to Adopt 
The new harbour outfall is not part of this consideration of trunk sewer design capacity because it is 
proposed to discharge flows in excess of the capacity of the harbour outfall to the Waitohi River at Dublin 
Street and this would only occur in extreme storm events. 

Designing the sewer trunk upgrade based upon the first process would be conservative and result in a 
more expensive system.  It also raises some operational issues with regard to the scheme, especially in 
the early years before there is significant growth.  These issues will persist if growth is less than 
predicted. 

The second process for reviewing growth is less conservative than the first and assumes lower growth 
and denser housing.  It results in lower capital and operating costs. 
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Another factor is the on-going replacement of existing sewers in the network outside of the trunk sewer, 
and the reduction in inflow and infiltration that could be achieved.  This coupled with more stringent rules 
and monitoring of property connections would help ensure the second process for population growth 
succeeded.   

It is proposed to use the second process for population growth described above for design of the trunk 
sewer upgrade. 
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Emergency Management  

Emergency Management Activity Report  
(Information prepared by J Foley/G Spence)  C090-01 

Civil Defence 

Community Sector Posts: 
Work continues on familiarisation with sector post managers and coordinators and in some cases 
establishing management positions as well as new sector posts. 

The plan is to establish a common training program and SOPs, so each sector is able to move in and 
support another.  Along with this is to carry out a needs analysis for equipment required for each post. 

CDEM Training 
Twenty-seven staff members attended EMIS training February 19 and 20 with some IMT volunteers on 
the Tuesday evening. The sessions were taken by Katie Tanner, a specialist EMIS trainer based in 
Marlborough, Tasman and the West Coast. Feedback was very positive with participants saying they 
learnt a great deal and thought Katie was very good. It is hoped that from these sessions we can 
eventually gather a group of advanced users to compliment the various teams. 

Recovery Group Workshop 
A Disaster Recovery workshop is to be held on Wednesday March 6 for organisations and agencies that 
will have a welfare and recovery component to their business after a major disaster. This will allow 
everyone to be brought up to date with the latest information as well as provide a great opportunity to 
network. Eighty five invites went out with forty four confirmed attendees to date. 

CIMS Level 4 Courses 
A confirmed date has now been set to run a CIMS Level 4 course in Blenheim at the Marlborough EOC 
on 1-3 July. Twenty-four participants are required for the course which will be run by the Tai Poutini 
Polytechnic.  

There should be no shortage of interested people by the number of inquiries we have received since our 
last CIMS 4 course. 

More Information will be sent out shortly, in the meantime if you are interested in attending please email 
Gary Spence on gary.spence@marlborough.govt.nz. This course runs for three days so you will need to 
discuss this with your manager. 

South Island Earthquake Exercise Te Ripahapa 2013 
Work continues on the exercise planning, with the general coordinating instruction for the South ISLAND 
almost complete, there are a number of scenario options still being explored for Marlborough. 

The commitment and willingness to make this a successful South Island wide exercise is demonstrated 
through the number of stakeholders who have participated in the teleconferences. 

These teleconferences have proved to be a very cost-effective way of bringing a large group together at 
very little expense, providing real outcomes within a short period of time. 

Once all the scenario development is completed, the exercise planning team will confirm our local 
exercise objectives and meet will our partner agencies, setting the scene for May 29.  
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National Tsunami Advisory  
On 6 February 2013, at 12.12 local time an earthquake 
struck the Solomon Islands, located in the south Pacific 
Ocean. It struck at a depth of 28.7 km (17.8 mi); the 
epicenter was 76 kilometres (47 mi) west of Lata on Nendo 
Island. The earthquake occurred due to the interaction 
between the Australian Plate and the Pacific Plate, and was 
preceded by dozens of foreshocks in the region. 

The magnitude of this earthquake was recorded at an 8.0. 
At least 20 aftershocks were reported, including one 
measuring 7.1 on 8 February and two measuring M7.0.  

In Honiara, the capital of the Solomon Islands, residents 
evacuated to higher ground, causing traffic jams. Local 
news agencies reported that four villages were destroyed. 

Houses were flooded in eastern Temotu Province. On Santa Cruz Island, 1.5 m (4.9 ft) waves damaged 
50 buildings. In Lata, the tsunami damaged the airport and flooded low-lying areas, killing nine people, 
five of them elderly and one a child. More than 100 houses on the island were damaged, and the water 
and electricity services were interrupted. It was reported that almost all houses in Nela village were 
washed away, and some homes in Venga village were shifted by water. Officials in Noumea ordered 
residents to evacuate along the eastern coast of New Caledonia and nearby Loyalty Islands. Residents 
also evacuated to higher ground in Suva, the capital of Fiji. The earthquake killed 13 people, and 5 
people remain listed as missing.  

The Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management issued a Tsunami Potential Threat to NZ 
advisory for North Cape, Auckland West, East Cape, Gisborne, Auckland East, New Plymouth, 
Wellington, and Marlborough. The Marlborough CDEM Group took a watching brief monitoring the 
situation. (Information sourced from Wikipedia). 

Rural Fire 

MDC Rural Fire Zone 

Training  
Training courses for the year have started with nine 
firemen attending the Fire Behaviour course on 
Saturday 23. This was a day long course with a 
written assessment at the end, this particular course 
contains a lot of theory and some exercises. 

Syndicates in the course were given the opportunity 
to present their exercise results to the others. 

Thirty training courses will be held throughout the 
year with the locations being split between Kaikoura, 
Blenheim and the Sounds depending on the course. 

Fire Season Status 
Kaikoura Zone is Restricted and requires fire permits to burn in the open. 

Department of Conservation Zone north of the Wairau River, Rainbow and Clarence is also restricted. 

Marlborough District Council Zone south of the Wairau River including all of Rarangi and the Diversion 
is in a total fire ban. 

The incidents of fire have greatly reduced since December 21 which was the last day permits were active 
in the MDC Zone, 98% of all rural fires are human induced.  

  (Photo PRFO (Mac) discusses options with Andy Luffman) 
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With no rain in the immediate future the fire risk remains high; one saving factor is the lack of wind.  

Thunder Storm Warnings 
February saw a number of thunder storm warnings being issued with one fire being cause by a lightning 
strike in scrub above the Queen Charlotte College in Picton.  

Quick action by the Picton Fire Brigade contained the fire to a small area.   

Kiwi Rail Support Fire Response 
Discussions are taking place with Kiwi Rail to position a 
50,000 litre railway wagon water tanker at Spring Creek 
that has the ability to be shunted to any fire that is burning 
long the railway line in the region. One of the biggest 
issues in remote locations is the lack of water for crews to 
suppress or mop up a fire. 

The wagon currently sits in Picton, relocating it to spring 
Creek allows for a more central location as most of the 
fires occur in the Redwood Pass/Utawai Gully area south 
of Blenheim. 

Kiwi Rail is also considering fuel reduction burning during 
the low risk times of the year to reduce the fuel loading within the rail corridor. Trains are responsible for 
causing a number of fires annually; any assistance from Kiwi rail will be greatly appreciated. 

Rural Fire Crews Head to Aussie 

Five Blenheim Rural Fire Force members along with one Department of Conservation and Forest 
Company employee have travelled to Australia to assist with the fire fighting efforts in Melbourne where 
there are a number of wild fires burning. Our crews formed part of a larger contingent of fire fighters from 
New Zealand. Crews will undertake felling of trees and carry out controlled burning. This is dangerous 
work with two fire-fighters being killed by falling trees. 
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Reserves and Amenities Section  

Reserves and Amenities Activity Report 
(Information prepared by R Bartlett, R Hutchinson, R Dunn, N Crous, E Oldridge, R Blackburn, 
M Morgan)  R505-01 

Blenheim Parks and Reserves 

Pollard Park 
The rose gardens continue to be dead-headed to continue the flowering cycle.  

The Potager has been well used. A replanting and re-sowing programme is in place to fill gaps as they 
emerge. 

The Bee Garden is nearing its end. Most plants have gone to seed but the Coreopsis and Cornflowers 
are still drawing the insects in. 

The Perennial border, Scented and Rhododendron gardens have been heavily mulched with clover straw 
for moisture retention.  

Diquat Gel has been used this year to control the water weed in the stream that runs through the park, 
this has had varied result with a second injection used in the areas where flow has been slowest. 

Seymour 
The annual beds have been weeded and dead-headed, and the Perennial border has been weeded and 
dead-headed also. 

The fountain has been repainted at the same time the lights were checked and some pipework replaced 
due to corrosion. 

Inner chamber fountain 
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Painting fountain 

Oliver Park 
A new flying fox has been installed at Oliver Park.  It has been well used and welcomed by many, but not 
all, residents and park users. 

 Flying Fox. 

Assets & Services Committee – 14 March 2013 - Page 21 



 

College Park 
A new well has been drilled following the failure of the old well used to irrigate the sports surfaces. 
Awaiting the well log to ensure sufficient water is available before installing a well head 

Taylor River 
Some disruption for users of the Taylor walkway this month as work begins on the infrastructure 
surrounding the new Civic Theatre.  Sections of the walkway have been closed for some hours during the 
day to allow realignment of pipes and cables on the river berm. 

Wither Hills Farm Park 

Fire Danger Signs and Advertising 
Fire danger advisory signs at all 15 farm park entrances’, media coverage and website updates have 
been used along with radio adverts.  Fire safety procedure, park evacuation and public advertising and 
levels of advisory notices and restriction of park use were decided collaboratively between rural fire and 
the Reserves and Rivers sections.   Both high and very high status signage have been used to date this 
summer. 

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage 
Additional mountain bike track signs are being ordered to complete the new sign package.  These signs 
are indicate the track grade (level of difficulty) and direction and will fold over if run into. 

Additional safety signs are proposed to be installed at key mountain bike park entrances to advise 
walkers and runners of the danger of mountain bikers travelling at speed within this area, and to keep 
clear or stay alert. 

 

Weed Control 
Broom control will also take place in autumn using knapsacks over steep terrain within the QE II 
Covenant within Sutherland Stream. 
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Renwick Reserves 

Renwick Domain 
Relay for Life was held at Renwick Domain this year, normally at Lansdowne Park. 

Lions Reserve 
The installation of a locked barrier across the entrance to the river appears to have determined illegal 
dumping of refuse and animal remains. 

Kowhai Reserve 
Some graffiti on play equipment – a fairly regular occurrence, which is being dealt-with. 

Rousehill Reserve 
Littering of bottles and glass continues. 

Vorbach Reserve 
A small but popular playground which is generally looked-after by the users. 

Picton Reserves 

Queen Charlotte Lookout 
Increased amounts of litter, probably due to high seasonal use of area. 

Picton Foreshore  
The Foreshore and London Quay have been heavily used this summer, due to a large number of cruise 
ships (craft markets), summer concerts, Farmers’ Markets, etc.  Feedback has been positive, with some 
good suggestions for improvements.  Dog control signage is due to be installed along the boulevard 
walkway soon, in line with the new dog control bylaws. 

Shelley Beach 
“No Camping” signs have been removed/stolen and will be replaced asap. 
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Endeavour Park 
Steady progress is being made on the construction of Endeavour Park Pavilion, TH Barnes is on target to 
hand over the building the first week of May. 

 

Marlborough Lines has completed the installation of the training lights now moving on to the connections 
and turning on. 
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Mexted Performance Sports Surfaces have been engaged to install gravel banding drainage on one field 
on the upper and lower terraces. Work is programmed to start 22 April and will take six days to complete, 
weather dependant. 

 

Trenching 

 

Gravel Hopper 
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Sand capped bands. 

General 
The existing Picton Cemetery and Open Spaces Maintenance contract is currently being reviewed in 
preparation for the upcoming re-tendering of the contract. 

Walking and Biking Tracks 
Another 5000 Picton – Go by Bike or Foot Maps have been printed and circulated to iSITES and Council 
offices. 

Northern Marlborough/Sounds 

Havelock Domain and Skate Park 
Use of a portion of the Domain this holiday season for overflow camping and boat trailer storage was 
smaller than usual, with reduced numbers in the area. 

Public Conveniences 

Queen Street 
New auto door-closers have now been installed, making the doors easier to push and pull.  Additional 
new signage has been manufactured and will be installed shortly.  The new facilities are particularly 
popular. 

Blenheim High Street Exeloo 
Building consent has been approved for replacing the existing old unit with a new model and the work will 
take place early during March. 
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London Quay  
The prominent location and high visibility of this toilet has meant that it is a popular and heavily-used 
facility.  However, queues at the facility are created by those who wish to fill their water bottles.  It is 
therefore proposed that a water fountain/bottle-filling station is installed on London Quay, which will also 
be of benefit for the increasing number of events taking place in that location. 

Shelley Beach 
This remains a popular facility and will benefit from the planned upgrade in years to come. 

Waikawa Foreshore 
A building consent will shortly be submitted for the planned replacement of this facility. 

Rai Valley 
The old flooring in these toilets is currently being upgraded to a tiled floor, which will significantly improve 
the standard of the facility. 

The Snout (Victoria Domain) 
Maintenance of this single multi-gender toilet has been taken over this month by OCS, who service the 
other Picton and Blenheim facilities. 

Endeavour Park  
The construction of the new Sports Centre at Endeavour Park has led to heavy usage of this unit – 
servicing has been increased accordingly. 

Havelock  
Good feedback has been received about the upgrade of the gents’ facility. 

Cemeteries 

Fairhall 
Work continues on the development of the Natural Burials area and the long-awaited fencing (between 
the stone pillars along the New Renwick Road boundary) is due for installation during March.  Nelmac 
have been instructed to purchase new burial equipment (straps, bearers, mats, etc) as per the contract 
document. 

Awatere 
New burial equipment will also be provided for this cemetery, as per the contract document. 

Havelock 
Nelmac have been instructed to install a new ashes burial beam and the eroded track leading to the 
Motuweka pathway is due to be upgraded. 

Contracts 

Street Tree/Street Plot Maintenance Contract  
Numerous street tree enquires have been received regarding, broken branches, shading, debris, 
suckering or damage, with contractors or council staff responding. 
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Reminder notices for footpath and road clearance of vegetation is currently being advertised through 
radio and newspaper adverts and on the website, with reminder letters also sent to property managers. 

It is anticipated that prior reminder advertising will reduce the number of follow-up notices issued and 
streamline the process. 

Inspections will be conducted in March and April within all urban areas and CSOs have been advised of 
responses to phone enquiries. 

It is proposed to prepare a tree policy this year that covers many aspects relating to tree management 
and maintenance and set operational guidelines for staff, contractors and the public. 

General 

CBD Wayfinding 
The last phase of our wayfinding signage is nearing completion. Nine more wayfinding signs will be 
installed around the Blenheim CBD, to direct visitors to natural and built landmarks, and also street 
orientation. There will also be ten finger post signs installed to link visitors from one wayfinding sign to the 
next. 

  

Marlborough Landscape Committee 
A concept planting plan has been developed on behalf of the Marlborough Landscape Group for riparian 
and specimen tree planting between High Street and Burleigh bridges.  This has been submitted to the 
Taylor River Recreation and Amenity Management Plan.  

Grovetown Lagoon  
A successful Open Day and World Wetland Day was held in February with around 100 people attending. 

Working bees are also planned throughout the year along with a site inspection to prepare the next three 
year’s work programme. 
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Rangers’ Report 
(Information prepared by M Morgan/K Hawkins) R505-13 & R505-17 

Graffiti (graph) 

 

Freedom Camping (graph) 
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Road Safety Coordinator Update 
(Information prepared by R Blackburn) R855-19 

General 
The second SASTA (Safe And Sustainable Transport Association) executive meeting was held in 
Wellington recently. Local LGNZ representative Glenn Bunting talked frankly about Local Government 
seriously looking at speed limits in their regions to determine if road conditions and current speed 
restrictions reflect the Safe System approach to road safety. For example some regions are trialling 
40km/h speed limits past all urban schools, and reduced speed limits past rural schools. Reduced speed 
limits on the Otago Peninsular are also being trialled.  

Jennie Gianotti from NZTA discussed new road safety advertising campaigns that might influence young 
people, and also NZTA’s take on RYDA (Rotary Young Driver Awareness programme). Jennie 
commented that NZTA have responded direct to the RYDA management with their concerns about the 
programme having Australian content that is not valid in New Zealand. 

Andrew Hearn from the Health Promotion Agency (incorporates ALAC, SunSmart, NPA and others) 
discussed their advocacy role to reduce BAC to 0.05 and other alcohol harm prevention related initiatives. 

David Eyre from MoT discussed the next Safer Journeys Action Plan that will focus on ‘less to achieve 
more’. Focus may include Speed Management plans, Roads and Roadsides plans, NZ vehicle fleet 
improvements, impaired driving solutions, and to advance the Safe System approach of ‘looking at the 
whole picture’ rather than simply blaming the driver. 

Safety of Motorcycles 
Two more courses have been held at the Kart Track. Nationally ACC funding is now picking up any on-
road training though there are some management issues that have arisen in terms of booking riders. 
RoadSafe hold both contracts. 

An extensive advertising campaign is planned for September this year to attract more riders to training. 
Ulysses is very supportive of the programme but Ulysses riders are only one of the target groups. 

Alcohol/Drug Impaired Driving 
Members of MAAC (the Marlborough Alcohol Advisory Committee) are working closely to develop the 
“Know Your Limits’ campaign already trialled in Nelson. Data is currently being gathered and the issues 
for Marlborough identified to ensure resources target areas for concern, including road safety. 
Marlborough’s campaign is tentatively planned for September and will involve Police, Public Health, 
Hospitality New Zealand, ACC, and Council resources, as well as support from local businesses. 

Safety of Young Drivers 
Courses for young people to support them passing their Learner Licence Test are planned for May and 
one later in the year. Courses to support young people passing their Restricted Driving Test are currently 
being developed as none have been held previously, and one planned for later in the year.  

This programme is being heavily supported by Marlborough’s young people support groups and 
organisations including  Council, DHB, Presbyterian Support, St Mary’s Youth Coordinator, Project K, 
Snapshot, MBC Support, Supporting Families, and Strengthening Families. The advantage to having this 
support is that as a collective group they are able to contribute funding towards the cost of the licence test 
for young people who do not have the means, as well as support with other requirements including 
obtaining birth certificates. 

The RYDA programme is planned for Marlborough in April with changes from last year to some sessions. 
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BikeWalk Marlborough  
(Information prepared by R Dunn) 

Riverlands Rail Trail now official Mayoral Opening  
With the Riverlands Rail Trail now officially opened and receiving growing use, continuation of the cycle 
path out to Grovetown and Spring Creek is now proposed.  Significant fill material will be required prior to 
forming the path, as the land is very low with poor drainage. 

“Go By Bike Day and Breakfast”  
The recent “Go By Bike Day and Breakfast” was successful and well received, with 120 cyclists calling in 
for a bite outside Raupo Café in Blenheim and around 20 riders at Le Café in Picton.  

Cyclist Development Camp  
A recent summer holiday, Cyclist Development Camp was organised and hosted by Lance Spenser and 
Mark Grammar with 30 young cyclists attending the camp. 

Molesworth Muster Trail – NZ Cycle Trail - Sign Package 
A sign package has recently been prepared and forwarded to NZCT for production and installation.  
These signs will assist riders along this cycle route between the Blenheim and Hanmer iSITES. 

The launch of the Queen Charlotte Track as a NZCT “Great Ride” will take place at Anakiwa on 1 March 
and this is a great opportunity to also promote the Molesworth and Rainbow cycle routes within 
Marlborough also. 

Attached are the BWM latest minutes, February 2013. 
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File Ref: R495-07 

Minutes of BikeWalk Marlborough Meeting held in the 
Committee Room, Marlborough District Council on  
Tuesday 12 February 2013 commencing at 1.05 pm 

Present 
Clr Terry Sloan (Chairman); Kristen Dempster, Robyn Blackburn (MDC Road Safety Co-ordinator); Robin 
Dunn (Bike Walk Marlborough Co-ordinator), Lynne Haines (Avantiplus Blenheim), Tina Fortune (RideOn 
and HUBs Marlborough), Kevin Wilson (Mountain Bike Club), Andrew James and Steve James 
(Marlborough Roads). 

In Attendance 
Brenda Burr (Secretary, MDC). 

Apologies 
David Craig (MDC), John Craighead and Duncan Mackenzie, as well as Tina Fortune (for lateness). 

Resolved:  “That apologies be sustained.” 
(R Blackburn/L Haines) Carried. 

Minutes Confirmed 
Resolved:  “That the minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2012 be taken as 
read and confirmed as a true and correct record.” 
(K Dempster/L Haines) Carried. 

Marlborough Roads/NZTA Update – Steve James & Andrew James 
• Steve informed the meeting that Andrew will be the Marlborough Roads contact from now on and 

that although he is based in Nelson, he will make trips to Blenheim on a weekly basis. 

• Andrew updated the meeting on minor safety improvements, as discussed at a meeting with the 
BWM Sub-committee - School Safety Liaison Group at a meeting yesterday. 

• These include: 

- Pedestrian crossing improvements for Marlborough Girls’ College and Bohally Intermediate 
School students, with the suggestion of flashing lights at peak times along with one or two extra 
pedestrian refuges.  Figures on usage are awaited and there is some funding, both local and 
national, for improvements. 

- Another look at the proposed Battys Road/Middle Renwick Road intersection. 

• Steve alluded to the proposed 40 kph variable speed signs outside rural schools and indicated that 
he has talked to Steve Murrin about available funding and it looks positive to build into ongoing 
budgets. 
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• In updating members on improvements for the Spring Creek intersection, Steve advised that he had 
done a usage count on a recent Sunday of pedestrians and cyclists crossing the road.  He had been 
surprised at the large number of people counted.  The project is going to tender for safety 
investigations and there is a possibility of ‘urbanising’ the area to make it safer. 

• The new roundabout near Bunnings was again discussed.  Steve advised that extra signage, 
chevron boards and realignment of approaches etc had been installed.  It was suggested that an 
eastern pedestrian refuge be installed along with the footpath widened to create a shared path for 
Westwood cyclists and pedestrians. 

• Steve also mentioned the proposal to reduce speed limits in urban areas, as being trialled in 
Hamilton.  Robin Dunn tabled copies of the document (as forwarded by Steve) of the Hamilton City 
Safer Speed Areas Project Demonstration – Overview Report for members’ perusal. 

• It is proposed to reduce and standardise speeds on Queen Charlotte Drive, as speeds are varied at 
present. 

• Lynne again reiterated the danger for Fairhall School children cycling onto New Renwick Road from 
Bells Road and between Bells Road and Fairhall School where the road was narrow.  It was 
acknowledged that there are limitations to widening this stretch of road due in part to ditches either 
side.  Robin undertook to raise the matter again and it was agreed that a letter be sent from Bike 
Walk Marlborough to Fairhall School offering support in their submissions for road widening. 

Matters Arising – Action Points 
• Information on Hamilton City’s Reduced Traffic Speed Project – Robin tabled copies at this 

meeting. 

• BikeWise/Council/Avanti Activities – Lynne reported on a successful opening of Stage 2 of the 
Riverlands Cycleway last Sunday.  Lynne also alluded to the ‘Go by Bike Breakfast’ planned for 
tomorrow and said she has distributed flyers to businesses etc and put details on appropriate web 
sites. 

• New Map of Lower Wairau Area – Robin advised that this is in progress. 

• Update of Trust Document – Robin is also working on this. 

Road Safety Co-ordinator Update – Robyn Blackburn 
Robyn reported: 

•  A letter was sent to Marlborough Roads requesting involvement in the concept planning stages of 
any road developments. 

• A Steering Group, the “School Safety Liaison Group”, as approved at last October’s BWM meeting 
to implement recommendations from the three college travel plans, has now been formed and met 
yesterday.  Both Andrew and Steve James of Marlborough Roads are part of this group.  Robyn 
now has data on modes of transport for some schools.  This Group will prioritise road safety actions 
around schools, with BWM then writing to Steve Murrin outlining the priorities based on the group’s 
recommendations. 

Robin Dunn suggested these key points will also be included within BWM’s Annual Plan 
submission. 

• Robyn sought the feeling of members as to the wisdom of publicising figures obtained for cycle 
crashes/near misses from those who had reported such incidents.  Steve requested a monthly 
summary go to Marlborough Roads. 

Various views were discussed and it was pointed out that statistics could be skewed with only a 
small number of incidents being reported.  It was agreed that base data is needed so that figures 
can be built on this. 

Steve suggested that an annual survey of ‘commuter’ cyclists at key locations be planned for late 
February/early March 2014 and he would look at funding for such a survey. 
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Clr Sloan suggested that Robyn present a draft item to the next meeting of this group prior to any 
publicity on Council’s Thursday page. 

Steve and Andrew left at 1.45 pm. 

RideOn Marlborough Update – Tina Fortune 
• A summary prepared by Tina was circulated to members around the table and Tina elaborated on 

various items. 

• Lynne advised that the charity ‘Variety – Kids on Bikes’ had donated several bikes locally, some of 
which had been donated to the Police for use in cycle training. 

• Tina mentioned that the next round of Sport New Zealand funding was a ‘Focus on Youth’ package 
and she would like to link in with Bike Walk Marlborough. 

Tina was advised to talk to Rosie Bartlett of the Reserves Department as a first step as Rosie is 
already involved with a funding application for Endeavour Park. 

• Tina was able to observe a school presentation by Susan Bush (Police Education Officer) and 
would like to be able to access some of the Police resources, particularly in using the same 
terminology with their presentations. 

Education and Promotion Community Activities Update 
Cycling/Running/Walking Activities – Lynne Haines 
• Go by Bike Day – As advised earlier in the meeting, plans are in place for tomorrow’s event. 

• Renwick Summer Concert with Wheels – To be held on 23 February. 

• Weetbix Duathlon – Nelson on 10 March, with a large number of children expected to attend from 
Marlborough. 

• Large numbers are turning up for training on Tuesday nights for the 5km Summer Runners.  Lynne 
asked for an indication of how long part of the track near Hutcheson Street Bridge will be closed.  
Robin suggested a sign at the Crinoline Bridge, indicating closure, would be helpful.  He undertook 
to convey this suggestion to Robert Hutchinson. 

• The NMIT are running a BikeWise workplace challenge to log kilometres cycled by staff. 

• Robin Dunn mentioned Nelson’s Active Transport Forum meeting this Friday and said that Andrew 
James has done a lot of work on this when working in his role with Nelson City Council.  Tina 
indicated she planned to attend the afternoon session on Friday 15 February. 

Mountain Bike Club Activities – Kevin Wilson 
• The summer series organised jointly by the Mountain Bike Club and Department of Conservation 

created a lot of interest.  Rides were organised at the Lagoons, at Pukaka Valley and in the Branch 
River area, with varying numbers at the different venues. 

• It is planned to organise recreational rides on gravel roads monthly, either a Saturday or Sunday, 
with the first one being the end of February.  Look for the notices. 

Cycle Paths Update – Robin Dunn 
Rail Corridor Shared Path 
• Robin advised there are a few items to finish, including permanent rail crossing signage, barrier 

placement and some path sweeping.  Approximately 240 cyclists had turned out for the opening day 
last Sunday, with the Mayor officially opening the cycle trail.  Several volunteers assisted, manning 
road crossings, the BBQ and RideON Marlborough cycle skills trailer.  More FM, Avanti and Robyn 
Blackburn did a great job with keeping it rolling, with a bike giveaway, great spot prizes and 
entertainment. 
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Kevin mentioned that there is quite a gap between the track and seal at the railway crossing.  Robin 
had noted this and undertook to seek remedial action with Marlborough Roads. 

• In discussing progress with a cycleway between Riverlands Industrial Estate and Cloudy Bay 
Business Park, Robin advised that this may take sometime as access is planned as part of future 
land development, which comprises largely private land.  He is looking at other options also. 

Lynne suggested funding applications from Top of the South Events to go towards track 
development, ie perhaps 10% of fees paid could be donated towards shared pathways. 

Robin Dunn undertook to write to Top of the South Events requesting a portion of funds from such 
events as the Grape Ride, which is in its tenth year, to be used in developing shared pathways. 

General Business 
Molesworth Muster Trail, Rainbow and Queen Charlotte Track/Drive – Robin Dunn 
Robin displayed the proposed signage for the Molesworth cycle route and advised that the Queen 
Charlotte Track and the Queen Charlotte Drive cycle routes are to be launched in March as part of the NZ 
Cycle Trail.  There will be media publicity surrounding this. 

Track Updates – Robin Dunn 
• Robin met recently with Port Marlborough staff to look at access for cyclists and walkers as part of 

the Picton Marina redevelopment.  Port Marlborough undertook to come back with a revised draft 
for their development. 

Other Items 
• Tina had received a letter from Susan Foster seeking support from HUBs in improving safety for 

cyclists on the road between Havelock and Canvastown.  Robin Dunn undertook to respond to the 
letter. 

• There was some discussion on funding through Marlborough Roads locally and Robin Dunn 
suggested that proposed Bike Walk projects need inclusion in the Road Asset Management Plan, 
with some being possible from the Minor Safety Works budget.  The Spring Creek Rail Trail, 
between Aberharts Road and Spring Creek would now be good to construct however we will await 
direction on the Clifford Bay decision first.  Robin undertook to prepare a submission to the Annual 
Plan identifying key projects for this next year and to circulate it to members for approval. 

Closure 
In closing the meeting, Clr Sloan apologised for missing the December meeting, but thanked members for 
their efforts last year.  He said good progress is being made. 

The meeting closed at 2.35 pm. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 9 April 2013 at 1.00 pm in the Committee Room. 

See next page for ‘Actions’. 
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Actions from Meeting 
No. Action Person 

Responsible 
Date Required 

1.  Write to Fairhall School offering support in their 
submissions for road widening of New Renwick Road. 

Robin Dunn  

2.  Present a draft item of cycle crash/near miss statistics to 
the next meeting of this group. 

Robyn Blackburn  

3.  Talk to Rosie Bartlett prior to preparing an application for 
funding from Sport New Zealand’s ‘Focus on Youth’ 
package. 

Tina  

4.  Convey to staff the idea of placement of a sign at the 
Crinoline Bridge indicating that the track is closed further 
along. 

Robin Dunn  

5.  Arrange with Marlborough Roads, remedial action to fill the 
gap between the track and seal at the railway crossing. 

Robin Dunn  

6.  Write to Top of the South Events requesting a portion of 
funds from events towards development of shared 
pathways. 

Robin Dunn  

7.  Respond to Susan Foster offering BWM support to their 
endeavours to improve cyclist safety on the road between 
Havelock and Canvastown. 

Robin Dunn  

8.  Prepare a submission to the Annual Plan for increased 
funding to $100,000 and circulate it to members for 
approval. 

Robin Dunn  

 

Record No:  1360327 
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