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Minutes of a Meeting of the  

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  
held in the Council Chambers, District Council Administration Building, Seymour Street, 

Blenheim on THURSDAY, 2 MAY 2013 commencing at 1.30 pm. 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), T E Hook, J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, G I T Evans and 
D D Oddie,  

In Attendance 
Mayor Sowman, Councillors J L Andrews and J C Leggett, Mr H R Versteegh (Manager, Regulatory 
Department), and Kathy Payne (Committee Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle: 
That the apologies for absence from Clr D W R Dew and Mr E R Beech be received and sustained. 

Carried 

R.12/13.375 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business 
Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle: 

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute (R.10/11.212) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

• M J, S M & V A Jones – 251 Gulch Road, Ward - exemption for doors opening into pool 
area  (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• N R & B C McLennan & C M Sanders – 170 Elaine Bay Road, Elaine Bay, French Pass - 
exemption for doors opening into pool area  (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• A P & EL J McMullan – 26 McCallum Street, Blenheim - exemption for doors opening 
into pool area  (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools 
Act 1987). 

• M V & J M Harris – 68 Colemans Road, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save T 
Cover III  automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of 
the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• J L & W Hegarty – 7 Roseneath Lane, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save T 
Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of 
the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• J B & N L Large – 15 Hardings Road, Blenheim - exemption to install a C automatic 
pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Ms S Henkel, Environmental Scientist – Water Quality, was present for the following 
item. 

R.12/13.376 Annual Air Quality Monitoring Report – 
Blenheim 2012 E300-004-003-01 

Ms Henkel provided a presentation summarising the main points of the ‘Annual Air Quality State of the 
Environment Report for the year 2012’ which was included with the agenda. 

Members were aware that air quality in the Blenheim airshed has to be monitored continuously for PM10 
which is the only air pollutant likely to exceed the National Environmental Standards in Marlborough.      

Ms Henkel advised that PM10 in Blenheim originates mainly from domestic heating and is measured at the 
Redwoodtown BAM Monitor every 10 minutes while another type of monitor is providing daily average 
concentrations every three days from the Springlands area.  The emission inventory showed that 
domestic heating made up 92% of PM10 sources, outdoor burning 5%, Transport 2% and industry 1%.  
She also explained how the monitors are sited.  The maximum concentration of PM10 allowed is a daily 
average of 50 micrograms per cubic metres (50µg/m3).  This level is permitted to be exceeded once in a 
12 month period, every additional exceedance is considered a breach of the National Environmental 
Standard.   

Members were advised that in 2012 there were eight breaches of the National Standard which is the 
greatest number of breaches recorded since continuous monitoring started in 2006.  However, the 
maximum daily average concentration measured was not as high as in the previous two years. 

In response to questions from the Committee, Ms Henkel advised that the Ministry for the Environment 
does not require the contaminant benzo(a) pyrene to be measured in the Blenheim airshed.  

All airsheds are required to comply with the National Environmental Standard for PM10 by 2016. 
Discharge to air consents will not be able to be issued if the airshed has exceedances.  Management 
options to reduce PM10 emissions have been put to the Resource Management Plan Review 
Sub-Committee for consideration.  The options include prohibiting outdoor burning and open fires, and 
the phasing out of solid fuel burners older than 15 years.  A consultant will discuss options with Council 
later in the month.  Burning dry wood, not banking down the fire at night, avoiding coal and having the 
house insulated are ways that can help reduce PM10. 

Clrs Hook/Barsanti:   
That the “Annual Air Quality Monitoring Report - Blenheim 2012” be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr V Wadsworth, Council’s Environmental Scientist - Hydrology, was present for the 
following item. 

R.12/13.377 Lag Times Between Potential Wairau Valley 
Landuse Impacts and Effects On Groundwater 
Resources E345-007-001 

The GNS Science report on the findings of an investigation into the residence times of various 
Marlborough groundwaters, and in particular the existence of lag times for Mill Stream (Wairau Valley) 
catchment water, or any contaminants, was included with the agenda for members’ information.   

By way of background members were advised that the flowpath that rainfall takes through a river 
catchment, lake or aquifer system determines its age and travel time.  If water moves slowly through an 
impermeable aquifer or transits a long catchment, it may take decades or longer to be pumped to the 
surface from a well or reach the sea.  Contaminants from landuse activities travel with water along its 
flowpath.   
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The Council needed to know if any water quality impacts associated with the intensification of land use at 
Wairau Valley would be delayed as they moved through the local aquifer and lag behind land use change, 
or become apparent immediately. The report identified that the mean residence of groundwater was less 
than two years and did not vary with Mill Stream flow.  The flow of Mill Stream catchment is such that 
water passes through it very quickly and any impact from land use activities will be reflected in Mill 
Stream water within one to two years.    

Mr Wadsworth responded to questions from the Committee and advised that the aerodrome well noted in 
the report is at Omaka which is at the southern edge of the southern valleys aquifer which is an older 
system, and there are younger groundwaters at Pelorus and Rai.  In regard to age tracing using tritium 
concentrations he advised that measuring concentrations of tritium in groundwater shows when that water 
was last exposed to the atmosphere. 

Clrs Barsanti/Jerram:   
That the “GNS Science Age Interpretation 2012 samples” report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE:  Mr C Gray, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Land Resources, was present for the 
following item. 

R.12/13.378 Soil Quality Monitoring - Technical Report 
  (E355-001-001-07#02) 

The report, “Soil Quality in Marlborough 2007-2012” was included with the agenda for members’ 
information.  A summary of the state of soil quality in the Marlborough region as determined by the results 
of soil analysis for the most recent sampling across a range of land use activities and soil types was also 
attached.   

The key points were that soil quality monitoring has highlighted on the whole soil quality is generally 
acceptable, although there are some issues around soil structural damage, nutrient and contaminant 
accumulation.  The Koromiko, Manaroa and Kaituna soils are all well drained, moderately deep to deep, 
have moderate to moderately rapid permeability and have high water storage capacities.  Current loading 
and accumulation of K and Na to soils receiving winery wastewater are unlikely to result in soil structural 
damage.  

In his presentation to the Committee Mr Gray outlined how the soil monitoring programme is undertaken.  
Members were advised that of 118 sites, 48 met all their targets, 43 sites had one indicator outside the 
target range and 27 sites had two indicators outside the target range.  He also highlighted some soil 
quality issues identified from two intensive land use activities, dairying and cropping.  Mr Gray showed 
how land use activity impacts on soil quality, the effect on production and the environment for these sites.  
It was recommended that Council should continue to educate land managers on strategies to protect the 
environment while achieving an economic return from the land.  Future work should focus on re-sampling 
established sites and establishing new sites as resources allow.  Mr Gray advised that information on 
soils in the Linkwater/Kaituna districts presented at the March meeting will be disseminated at the next 
dairy farm monitor meeting. 

Members were advised that the samples taken on forestry sites would typically be mid slope but it was 
not easy to get a representative site.  Soil loss is measured under another State of the Environment 
monitoring programme done by remote sensing using aerial photography and it takes about 10 years to 
observe a change.   

In respect of education, Mr Gray said that getting information out to different groups was a challenge and 
a resourcing issue but he has spoken to a number of groups.  

Clrs Evans/Oddie:   
That the report “Soil Quality in Marlborough 2007-2012” be received. 

Carried 
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R.12/13.379 Resource Management Plan Review 
Sub-Committee  D050-001-R14 

The notes of the Resource Management Plan Review Sub-Committee meeting held on 19 March 2013 
were attached for ratification by the Committee. 

By way of update Mr Hawes advised that the new dairy farm plan changes, Plan Changes 27 and 62, 
were publicly notified for submission on the 25 April 2013. 

Clrs Evans/Hook:   
That the notes of the Resource Management Plan Review Sub-Committee meeting held on 
19 March 2013 be ratified. 

Carried 

R.12/13.380 Information Package  
Clrs Jerram/Barsanti:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 2 May 2013 be received and noted. 

Carried 

R.12/13.381 Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded  - 

Clrs Jerram/Hook   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

- Enforcement Decision-Making 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this 
resolution are as follows: 

General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Enforcement Decision-
Making 

In order to protect the 
privacy of natural persons, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(a). 

That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
of information for which good reason for 
withholding exists under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987. 

 
Carried 

The meeting closed at 2.35 pm. 

Record No:  13103141 
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