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Minutes of a Meeting of the  

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  
held in the Council Chambers, District Council Administration Building, Seymour Street, 

Blenheim on THURSDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER 2013 commencing at 1.30 pm 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), T E Hook,  J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, D W R Dew, G I T Evans, 
D D Oddie, Mr E R Beech (Rural representative) and Mr R Smith (Iwi representative). 

In Attendance 
Mayor Sowman, Councillor J L Andrews, Mr H R Versteegh (Manager, Regulatory Department), and 
Kathy Payne (Committee Secretary). 

R.13/14.80 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business 
Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti: 

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute (R.10/11.212) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

• S Olsen and L Bright - 18 Dorset Street, Picton - approval to use a lockable cover on 
an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act 1987). 

• A Jones -  2 Foster Street, Seddon - exemption to install a Save T Cover III automatic 
pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• Marlborough Vintners Hotel - 190 Rapaura Road, Blenheim - approval to use a 
lockable cover on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• Howard Investment Trust - Lochmara Bay, Queen Charlotte Sound - approval to use a 
lockable cover on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• T & G Judd - 27 Hillside Terrace, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save T Cover III 
automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• F & A Escalle - Lot 24 Delta Lake Heights, Waihopai - approval to use a lockable cover 
on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• R & M Brady - 1328 Kaituna/Tuamarina Road, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save T 
Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of 
the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• D & T Price - 17 Puketea Place, Blenheim - exemption for windows opening into pool 
area (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 
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• G & T Marfell - 12 Puketea Place, Blenheim - exemption for a door and window 
opening into pool area and use part of the existing boundary fence as a pool fence 
(exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• R & W Batchelor - 144 Wratts Road, Blenheim - exemption to re-instate a Save T Cover 
III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• S Brooke-Taylor - Shoreline Place, Rarangi - exemption to have four doors opening 
into pool area  (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools 
Act 1987). 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr P Davidson, Council’s Groundwater Scientist, was present for the following two items. 

R.13/14.81 Spring-Autumn 2012/13 Taylor River Gauging 
Surveys Report E345-007-001 

Mr Davidson presented an overview of the report, Spring-Autumn 2012/13 Taylor River Gauging Surveys.  
Members were aware that as Blenheim grows and faces fresh issues such as land stability and increased 
stormwater runoff from urban areas, a good understanding of the hydrology is a prerequisite for future 
planning.  This has led to the Taylor River Catchment Water Quality Study involving specialities across all 
Council departments. 

Mr Davidson demonstrated by way of diagrams and graphs that the baseflow of the Taylor River at 
Hutcheson Street consists mostly of groundwater from springs underlying northern Blenheim including 
Fulton Creek, Murphys Creek and Waterlea Creek with a lesser contribution from diffuse flow through the 
channel bed.  Of the 1,149 litres/second flow measured at the Hutcheson Street Bridge on the 
15 March 2013, only 7 litres/second came from the Taylor River as measured at the Borough weir.  Of the 
remaining surface water component of 116 litres/second originating from Doctors Creek, most is also 
likely to be from groundwater storage given the rainless conditions experienced since early 
February 2013. 

It was noted that apart from minor seasonal differences attributable to soil processes or urban influences, 
the chemistry of Murphys Creek water is indistinguishable from that of groundwater from Blenheim wells.  
This demonstrates the existence of a single interconnected waterbody underlying Blenheim, especially 
under low flows when there is negligible runoff from roads/roofs or flood flows from the Taylor River hill 
catchment. 

The Committee appreciated that because of this interdependence the quality of Murphys Creek flow 
needs to be maintained at a high standard to provide for public water supply from groundwater.  
Conversely inputs of upstream groundwater need to be managed to provide enough through-flow of 
sufficiently high quality to satisfy amenity values, ecological functioning and the diluting capacity of 
Blenheim waterways. 

Mr Davidson noted that water quality and flow cannot be divorced and the high quality water is because 
of the continuous flux of water beneath the plains and the diluting ability.  Responding to a question on 
aquifer pressure, Mr Davidson said it was not currently an issue for the Taylor River catchment.  
Members were advised that the Taylor River characterisation study is a work in progress and more 
information will be obtained. 

Clrs Hook/Barsanti:   
That the report “Spring-Autumn 2012/13 Taylor River Gauging Surveys” be received.   

Carried 
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R.13/14.82 2013 Groundwater Quality State of the 
Environment Report Card E345-007-001 

The 2013 SOE Groundwater Quality report card which focused on the recharge mechanism of the Wairau 
Aquifer was included with the agenda for members’ information. 

Mr Davidson noted that only preliminary results are available at this stage and that staff are waiting on 
certain natural conditions to occur to isolate the effects of river versus rainfall influences on aquifer 
recharge processes and how this translates in terms of geochemical indicators. 

Conceptually it is thought there is a base groundwater conductivity that varies slowly due to the 
moderating effect of water stored in the aquifer mixing with newly arriving river water.  This idea is based 
on the time delay of several months observed between peak temperatures occurring in the river and their 
transmission through the aquifer, and a lag is likely to also affect the passage of conductivity.  
Superimposed on top of this are short term fluctuations in conductivity induced by local rainfall.  

Mr Davidson reported that the various approaches made are showing promise and staff will report back 
on advances in knowledge as they come to hand. 

Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:   
That the 2013 SOE Groundwater Quality report card be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr J Underwood, Council’s Biosecurity Coordinator, was present for the following item. 

R.13/14.83 Regional Pest Management Strategy – 
Operational Plan Report 2012/13 and 
Operational Plan for 2013 – 2017  
 E315-002-004-07/E315-002-004-06 

The Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan Report for 2012/13, and the Regional Pest 
Management Strategy Operational Plan for 2013-2017 prepared under the current Regional Pest 
Management Strategy were included with the agenda.   

The Report outlined the progress of the 2012/13 Operational Plan and key achievements/performance 
measures for the year.  Members were advised that there have been tremendous gains in the eradication 
of total control pest plants and there is also an improvement in containment pest programmes with a large 
degree of compliance where landowners have obligations.  It was noted that the targets not achieved or 
almost achieved will be the focus for next year. 

Mr Underwood advised that there have been subtle changes to the nature of Operational Plan 
development and reporting following the amendments to the Biosecurity Act in September 2012, and that 
there have been changes made to the reporting processes of the Marlborough District Council Regional 
Pest Management Strategy.  He advised that an annual report on the Operational Plan will still be 
produced and this report will also detail the review of the Operational Plan and outline any changes (if 
required).  Once the review of the Regional Pest Management Strategy has been completed a new 
Operational Plan will be prepared.  

It was clarified that an educational role in terms of pest plants will continue to be provided.  
Mr Underwood advised that the control of the freshwater didymo is funded by the Ministry of Primary 
Industries and there is a contract component that should be checking vehicles for both ferry companies. 

Clrs Evans/Barsanti:   
1. That the information be received. 
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2. That the annual report on the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan for the 
2012/13 financial year be approved by Council.  

3. That the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan 2013 - 2017 be approved by 
Council. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr A Johnson, Council’s Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager, was present for 
the following item. 

R.13/14.84 Wildlife Sanctuary Proposal 
  S360-02-2013/W430-002-001-01 

The Annual Plan submission on giving wildlife sanctuary status to the lower Opawa River, the Blenheim 
waste treatment pond land area and establishing a Friends of Lower Opawa Wairau (Trust) was 
forwarded to the Environment Committee for consideration. 

It was reported that the submitters are proposing that the Lower Opawa River and adjacent land, 
including the area where Council’s waste treatment ponds are located, be considered for wildlife 
sanctuary status.  The area identified is under a mix of public and private ownership and iwi has a 
significant interest in the area.   

In the report to the Committee it was noted that any proposal to promote a wildlife sanctuary status could 
directly affect the operations of Council and would therefore need careful consideration.  Changing land 
status could potentially make it more difficult to undertake construction and operational activities, 
including habitat enhancement.  There was the risk of allowing protection of some game bird species, 
e.g. Canadian Geese, on the treatment plant site, which potentially could encourage population growth of 
this species.   

The Committee discussed the submission from Will and Rose Parsons (which was included with the 
agenda) for a wildlife sanctuary, noting the comments outlined in the report to the Committee.  They 
essentially supported the submission for a wildlife sanctuary, albeit for a reduced area.  A suggestion was 
put forward that the submitter could consider advocating for sanctuary status for a smaller area of land, 
possibly strips of land on the lower reaches of the Opawa River. 

The Committee agreed that any proposal to encourage a wildlife sanctuary status should involve full 
consultation and agreement from all parties involved, including local iwi. 

The Committee was of the opinion that the responsibilities for promulgation of wildlife sanctuaries should 
most appropriately rest with DOC and Fish and Game, who are best placed with their applicable wildlife 
management expertise.   

Clr Barsanti/Mr Beech: 
1. That the information be received. 

2. That Council owned land at the end of Hardings Road retain its current designation status 
for undertaking sewage treatment plant operations.  

3. That Will and Rose Parsons discuss the possibility of a wildlife sanctuary status on the 
narrow strip of land adjacent to the lower parts of Opawa River with local iwi, the 
Department of Conservation and Fish and Game in the first instance.  

4. That Council expresses support in principle for a limited sanctuary area.  

Carried 



Environment Committee - 5 September 2013 - Page 5 

R.13/14.85 2012/2013 Budget Carryovers  F045-07-01 
A request for Regulatory 2012/2013 Budget Carryovers to be incorporated into the 2013/2014 budget was 
put forward for consideration by the Committee.  

It was noted that most of the carryovers are because of timing or resourcing issues. 

Clrs Barsanti/Dew:   
That the 2013/2014 budget be amended to incorporate the Regulatory Department 2012/2013 
carryovers: 

Environmental Review Projects 
Wetlands Survey 10,000 
Coastal Monitoring Strategies 58,200 
 
 68,200 

Biosecurity – Regional Pest Control 
RPMS Review 23,000 
Task Force Registration & Research 35,000 
Sea Squirt Incursion Response 10,000 
Chilean Needlegrass Management 22,000 

 90,000 

Harbour Control  
Risk Control Measures to Mitigate Harbour Hazards 233,398 

 233,398 

Environmental Health 
Liquor Licensing Legislation Changes 51,000 

 51,000 

Compliance 
Mooring Survey 10,000 
Mobile Solutions for Compliance Officers in the Field   5,000 

 15,000 

Carried 

R.13/14.86 Appointment of Hearings Commissioners C270-11 
The Committee was asked to consider five new persons for inclusion on the list of Hearings 
Commissioners.  The applicants meet the accreditation requirements of section 39A of the Resource 
Management Act 1991 and further details regarding the applicants were included in the agenda.  

Clrs Arbuckle/Oddie:   
That Paul Rogers, Jeremy Butler, Margo Perpick, Andy Carr and Steve Abley be appointed to act 
as Hearings Commissioners as and when required and that they be advised accordingly. 

Carried 
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R.13/14.87 Information Package  
Clrs Jerram/Hook:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 5 September 2013 be received and 
noted. 

Carried 

At the conclusion of the meeting the Chairman thanked all members and staff for their input into the 
Committee and portfolio work and for what has been achieved in the last three years. 

 

The meeting closed at 2.35 pm. 

 

Record No:  13281157 
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