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Marlborough Roads 

Local Road Asset Management Report – April 2014  
(Information prepared by F Porter) R800-007-02 

General 
A high intensity rainfall event hit eastern parts of Marlborough on the Thursday before Easter dumping up 
to 300 mm of rain in some areas.  Substantial damage ensued in the Awatere Valley closing the Awatere 
Valley Road for over a day.  Other parts of the network were affected, including the Port Underwood 
Road and the Fighting Bay Road in the Port Underwood.  The Marlborough Roads’ latest estimate for 
damage is may see reinstatement costs as high as $900,000. 

 
 

The year’s pavement rehabilitation works are substantially complete, however, wet weather brought about 
an early end to reseal works leaving three reseal sites to be completed in the next financial year.  

The road condition in some areas, particularly where the worst of the weather has occurred, is being 
reinstated. An additional grader was mobilised to catch up with a backlog of unsealed road maintenance. 

The Partnership charter is signed and is proudly displayed in the respective offices.  

All Network Outcome Activities are operating within expectations. 

Financial Commentary 
Expenditure continues to track below budget and within the $250,000 savings budget.  The graph below 
shows the financially assisted roading programme. 
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The non-subsidised (Roading Related Works) remains within budget.   

Monthly Activities 
Network Outcomes Contract 
This month the local road non-compliances remain at a low level (6) compared to the lower-limit 
threshold.  There are no SH contract non-compliances on the SH network. 

Instead of a full pavement rehabilitation on Eltham Road to smooth the travel on this road, the HEB/Opus 
Joint Venture has undertaken localised “rip and re-make”, “chipping-out” techniques to effect a much 
smoother surface.  This has been a successful exercise to provide a low cost solution. The outcome is a 
smoother journey as well as reduced vehicle noise affecting adjacent property owners.  The Paynters 
Road rehabilitation is underway. 

Jul-13 Aug-13 Sep-13 Oct-13 Nov-13 Dec-13 Jan-14 Feb-14 Mar-14 Apr-14 May-14 Jun-14
Actual $246,755 $505,164 $777,237 $1,058,4 $1,373,2 $1,622,0 $2,205,3 $2,906,2 $3,263,7 $3,520,9
Budget $393,750 $787,500 $1,181,2 $1,575,0 $1,968,7 $2,362,5 $2,756,2 $3,150,0 $3,543,7 $3,937,5 $4,331,2 $4,725,0
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MDC Subsidised Roading 2013/2014 Renewals 
Actual vs Budget  

Jul-13 Aug-13 Sep-13 Oct-13 Nov-13 Dec-13 Jan-14 Feb-14 Mar-14 Apr-14 May-14 Jun-14
Budget $392,083 $784,166 $1,176,2 $1,568,3 $1,960,4 $2,352,4 $2,744,5 $3,136,6 $3,528,7 $3,920,8 $4,312,9 $4,705,0
Revised $142,083 $534,166 $926,249 $1,318,3 $1,710,4 $2,102,4 $2,494,5 $2,886,6 $3,278,7 $3,670,8 $4,062,9 $4,455,0
Cummulative Total $336,221 $666,769 $947,258 $1,248,6 $1,608,7 $2,026,4 $2,370,0 $2,773,8 $3,303,5 $3,596,0
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MDC Subsidised Roading 2013/2014 Maintenance 
Actual vs Budget (excl approved FD) incls MDC Direct Costs 
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The HEB/Opus JV has completed their Contract Plans except for Maintenance Management Plan.  
Because of the complexity of this Plan, an extension of time is approved. 

The total number of grape spills dealt with by the contractor during vintage was 36 at an estimated cost of 
$13,000. 

Marlborough Roads Activities 
The Transport Agency Chief Executive, Geoff Dangerfield visited the Marlborough Roads office on 
4 April. 

Marlborough Roads managed, in conjunction with police, traffic management for the Royal visit. 

The Marlborough Roads Manager met with the HEB/Opus JV Board members. 

Staff have prepared a brief for Opus International Consultants to investigate Hodder Bridge options.  The 
bridge is posted at 70% Class I and particularly with Hodder River instability over recent months, the ford 
is providing difficulties for efficient farming operations.  A range of options are to be considered from 
strengthening the existing bridge to a new structure, either at a low or high level. 

Project Status 
State Highways 
Construction of the Bells St Leonards intersection safety improvements is complete.  The final Council 
costs are within the earlier advised budget of $500,000.  A construction safety audit is still to be 
performed. 

Safety Improvements works continue on SH 1 between Picton and Blenheim.  Already one of the new 
wire rope barriers has been hit and likely saved serious injury.   These will be substantially complete by 
the end of the financial year. 

A contract is now ready to be awarded for the Springlands Intersections project.  Again the contract price 
is within the estimate giving confidence the works will be able to be completed within Council’s Budget 
allocation.  Works are anticipated to be completed late in the spring. 

Higgins Contractors are on site at the Dashwood Overbridge and have bulk earthworks well underway.  
This project is on schedule for completion in early/mid 2015.  The photo below is looking south-east 
towards Seddon. 

 
 
Tenders have closed for the Spring Creek SH 1 roundabout design.  
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Local Roads 
Works are underway at the Weld Stephenson intersection.  The intersection works will be complete late 
May and the footpath and kerb and channel works expected to be complete by the end of June in Weld 
Street will follow in June. 

 

Communications  
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community.  The following table 
identifies some of those contacts during the month. 

Waikakaho Residents Spring Creek SH 1/SH 62 Intersection 
Kate and Will Public Meeting 
Upper Awatere Residents Hodder Bridge 
Renwick Residents HCV and general issues 
Brookby Road Flooding Issues 
Utilities Liaison Group Utilities and CAR issues 
Mr Spence Blind River 

Customer database information  
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for March. 

Compliment 9 (8%) 
Complaint 18 (17%) 
General Communication 0 (0%) 
Incident Response 12 (11%) 
Planning 0 (0%) 
Physical Works Request 0 (0%) 
Request for Service 60 (56%) 
Query 9 (8%) 
Services Application 0 (0%) 

Road Safety  
The HEB/Opus JV records publicly reported crashes. 

One serious injury (rural) crash occurred on the state highway. On the local road network one minor injury 
and one non-injury crash have been recorded. Both of these were in urban areas. 

Health & Safety 
In April, the HEB/Opus JV reported seven incidents:  

• 0 “near miss” vehicle incidents 
• 5 “near miss” non-vehicle incidents 
• 1 first aid injury 
• 1 restricted work Injury (light duties) 
• no “lost-time” injuries. 

The JV has introduced EPIRBs for staff working remote locations. 
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Rivers and Drainage Section 

River Works Activity Report  
(Information prepared by G Dick, B Williman, R Fitzgerald, S Bezar, K McFall, D Aires, 
J van der Vliet) R700-014-01 

Wairau River 
Flood Damage 
Flood flows in the Wairau, Taylor, and Omaka rivers were such that flood warnings were issued 
progressively on the 17-18 April.  Staff were on duty throughout the Easter period.   

The Easter flood event weakened and eroded Wairau River bank protection significantly at two sites; 

• Approx. 700 m downstream Selmes Road (on true right bank) where 65 m of bank has washed 
away.   Remedial works have been authorised and aim to be completed this financial year. 

• At Gibsons Road, North bank where erosion has opened up between existing rock groynes and 
some rock has been washed out from existing protection works.  This site will be monitored for 
now, along with a few other sites on our “watch-list”. 

An extension to a native planting site at Jeffries Road has been prepared with some flax already planted. 
The 2014 willow planting programme is currently in the planning and procurement phase.  

Lower Wairau River  
Rock rip rap repair works (288 t) carried out true right bank 450 m downstream Watsons Road to arrest 
eroding bank where river channel is within 5 m of the stopbank.  A further 268 t of rock was used to repair 
the snout rock line at Bothams Bend. This newly established rock line performed as expected during 
these recent flood events but is still in its settling down phase. The diversion fuse gravel bank was 
reinstated also. 

Upper Wairau (above Waihopai)  
Council Rivers were consulted with regard to river protection works to protect a section of road 
approximately 1 km upstream of Top Valley Road. A contract was tendered and let to HEBs Construction  
where Edridges carried out the main earthworks which included berm reinstatement with river-run gravels 
(3,000 m³) and a rock rip rap (1,730 t) constructed to protect the widened road.  It was pleasing to 
discover that suitable river protection rock could be sourced from the Kaituna quarry which helped save 
on cartage costs.  Council Rivers staff supervised the contract works for Marlborough Roads. 

Rivers staff continue to answer queries and provide advice as appropriate to landowners upstream of the 
Waihopai confluence, often as a result of older scheme works failing and landowners seeking help with 
replacement works options.  Council responsibility and budget is limited to some channel clearing only. 
Rates reflect the lower standard c.f. below the Waihopai landowners. 

Cow Creek 
Gary Barnett who leases a large section of river protection reserve by the Kaituna-Tuamarina Track was 
recently granted resource consent to realign a section of Cow Creek that flows through the centre of his 
lease.  This lease is located between the main Wairau River north stopbank and the large training bank 
closer to the river. 

The purpose of the Cow Creek realignment is to be able to better use the land for farming and provide for 
potential future conversion to viticulture.  The key concern for Rivers staff was to ensure that the works 
did not cause any increased risk of failure of the main stopbank during very large events as occurred in 
1983.  Appropriate conditions including a minimum offset from the stopbank, sealing and stabilising the 
new diversion cut banks and requirements for installation of an irrigation supply were imposed.  
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Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries 
Omaka River 
The recent channel works carried out when the river was dry happened to be timed well for the Easter 
flood event.  A few fallen trees have been cut and left in-situ below the Tyntesfield Road Bridge. Many 
landowners from Tyntesfield downstream to Hawkesbury bridge have experienced further erosion and 
many are lining up to get works carried out (such as channel works, tree planting and rock placement) 
supervised by Council and undertaken by Council’s works contractors. 

Mill Stream 
Wilding and suckering willows and wattles were removed from Mill Stream at New Renwick Road Bridge 
to improve hydraulic efficiency and mitigate adverse erosion from around the bridge site. 

Tuamarina  
Following the Easter floods it was identified that significant debris blockages and erosion was occurring in 
the Koromiko River – a tributary of the Tuamarina.  An “emergency” clearing run was completed down to 
SH 1 to remove the blockages and re-establish normal river capacity. 

Gibsons Creek (just downstream of Waihopai intake) 
Mechanical weed removal was carried out between Hammond Road and Bedford Roads on the south 
branch of Gibsons Creek. Silt removal from a sediment pond on Tylers Stream was carried out in 
partnership with the landowner. Both the Waihopai and Wairau river intakes were reinstated on the 
29/4/2014 (after the 17 April 2014 flood events). 

Gibsons Creek Control Gate (which is situated on the Waihopai river intake canal) has been monitored 
closely over the last 18 months because it was found to be leaking. A couple of preliminary assessments 
have been carried out in recent months with a more formal assessment being planned in the coming 
weeks during a planned intake shut down when the canal will be dewatered.   This will enable the 
concrete headwall to be cleaned off and a closer inspection carried out to determine the cause and extent 
of the leaks, and also the overall integrity of the structure built in 1960.  

Wither Hills 
Preparation works for the upcoming planting season is ongoing including the purchasing of plants and 
chemicals. Flood remedial works planned since last May’s flood event were finally able to be completed 
In Mapps Gully over recent weeks. This work included repairing and strengthening the rock drop 
structures, installing debris traps and cleaning out the sediment traps, along with access reinstatement 
and water table control.  

Our Nassella tussock control work for this year is just being started and this year for the first time 
Taskforce chemical application will be carried out in conjunction with grubbing control where appropriate. 

Taylor River – Burleigh to Dam 
Works to assist the construction of the Blenheim Riverside Railway Society’s bridge have been ongoing. 
Unfortunately the channel works required to meet resource consent design provisions were completed a 
day or two prior to the Easter flood.  During the flood the bridge was inundated again with sediment 
movement.  This has subsequently been cleaned out again and the bridge beams have also been placed 
ready for the laying of the tracks. 

Another significant piece of work carried out at this site was rock armouring of the true right riverbank 
cutting through the railway alignment. This involved multiple consultations with Network Tasman, 
Telecom, Marlborough Lines and others due to services located in the same area as the proposed rock 
line. We managed to secure the fibre optic cable feeding the EOC and surrounding industrial area behind 
the rock line for approximately 50 m which was better than anticipated but immediately upstream and 
downstream it is still vulnerable and contained within the active riverbed. 

The Wither Road extension ford was reinstated after the flood also. 

Significant erosion has occurred in the Taylor River between the Burleigh Bridge and the dam.  A 
preliminary report with remedial cost estimates has been prepared. 



 

Assets & Services Committee – 12 June 2014 - Page 7 

Drainage 
• Drainage review costings updated prior to a planned Councillor briefing and workshop. 

• Marris Creek, Cravens Creek and Roberts Drain outlets excavated over a total of 815 metres. 

• Hand clean trees, animals, rubbish from various drains following Easter storm.   

• Clear trees and debris from the Hastilows Drain outlet into Tuamarina River following Easter flood. 

• Some minor re spraying done due to regrowth from un-seasonally warm autumn. 

Lower Opawa River 
Stopbank improvement works have been completed in two properties in Park Terrace. This work is 
ongoing and undertaken as property owners grant entry approvals or request Council considers floodway 
land acquisition. 

Taylor River: Town Area 
Instream debris removal has been required following the Easter Taylor flood.  Prior to the Easter flood the 
gravel trap at Monro Street had been cleared and is now partially fill again  

Stormwater Pumping Stations 
Blenheim stormwater pumping stations were operational during the Easter Taylor flood event and no 
serious problems occurred. 

Waterlea Creek  
The Waterlea Creek pumping station operated satisfactorily following outfall pipe modifications under 
Nelson Street. This flood event has enabled calibration of water levels and start levels for this station and 
all three pumps will now be placed on automatic control.  

Lower Wairau Station  
A serious failure has occurred to the lower bearing and bellmouth section of the second stage PPF12/14 
pump and this will require the replacement of all underwater components. Parts have been urgently 
ordered and pump should be operational mid June.  The duty PPF9/10 pump continues to operate 
satisfactorily and in an emergency a tractor driven flood pump is available 

Dillons Point  
Similar lower bearing and bellmouth failures occurred to the two high stage PPF 12/14 pumps installed at 
the Dillons Point station and both pumps required removal.  Used spare parts have been installed in one 
pump to enable continuity of service prior to full reconditioning. New cast iron components have been 
ordered but delivery is end of June-mid July. 

This pump house is currently operational with a PPF 9/10 as duty pump and the repaired 12/14 pump.   

Murphys Creek 
The hand clearance of instream and riparian margin weed has been completed with a positive property 
owner response.  

Riverlands Floodway   
A small scour hole has been repaired on stopbank adjacent to the Dry Hills vineyard. 

Council staff continue to work with Marlborough Development Company to try and finalise the agreed 
land purchase of the 2 km stopbank/access strip on the south bank in the Riverlands Industrial area. Key 
details including power supply arrangements are becoming clearer as the first stages of this development 
are built. 
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Floodway Reserves 
• Prepare tree maintenance schedule of works pre this winter’s planting and releasing previous years 

planting with Merril Ring forestry consultants. 

• Inspect Taylor Dam reserve post Easter flood and schedule repair works. 

• Prepare lease renewal for Reserve 11A at Spring Creek and Reserve 127 Upper Opawa. 

• Inspection of winery discharges onto lease land and forestry blocks. 

• Meeting with Equestrian Centre Committee at Morrins Hollow regarding tree planting and site 
development. 

• Follow-up with Moto X Club re un-permitted berm excavations at their river lease site Northbank 
Road. Excavations have now been remediated. 

• The Easter floods destroyed the whitebait spawning habitat initiative in Roses Overflow. The Rivers 
group and Environmental Science combined to create some spawning sites by using several straw 
bales secure at strategic sites. Unfortunately they were not secure enough to cope with this flood 
event and were washed away.  

Picton, Sounds and Awatere 
Stream damage has been reported in the Graham River, Ngakuta Bay, Momorangi Bay, Tirimoana 
Stream Anakiwa and Anakoha Bay.   Repair works will be undertaken as plant and machinery is 
available.  Most are of a relatively minor nature.  

Waikawa and Waitohi Rivers 
Flood monitoring and initial remedial clean up works have been carried out post the 17 April 2014 flood 
event.  

The inlet grille to Port Marlborough’s culvert at the outlet of Endeavour stream was removed during the 
flood event as it blocked with fine leaves, twigs and flood debris which caused flooding to break out from 
the main channel and flow over its historic path onto and down Beach Road.   The spacing and design of 
the inlet grille has proved to be inadequate during such flood events as the capacity of the culvert during 
the flood peak was nowhere near its design capacity.   Further discussion between Rivers and Port 
Marlborough is taking place to ensure that the long term solution meets the needs of the Port Company in 
terms of safety and of Council in terms of passing adequate design flood flow.   In the meantime the 
existing structure has been modified slightly and put back in place. 

Investigation and Miscellaneous 
An investigation into the likely flows in upper Gibsons Creek and recommended bridging/culvert upgrade 
requirements has been completed for Marlborough Roads.  This is so that the existing culverts and single 
bridge under SH 63 west of the Waihopai Valley turn off can be progressively upgraded to reduce the 
frequency of flooding of this piece of road. 

Similarly the peak flood levels in the Taylor River through town were pegged on Good Friday to provide 
calibration data for ongoing hydraulic modelling including recently completed Murphys Creek flood 
analysis. 

Gravel Extraction 
 The annual gravel allocation year commences on 1 March each year. 

 Gravel extraction figures for the two month period up to 30 April 2014 is as follows: 
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Wairau River  
Reach (Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road Bridge), where 
annual allocation has been reduced to 121,500 m3 for 2013/14. 

22,747 m3  
(18.7 % of annual allocation) 

Other rivers within in the district (including Sounds, Upper Wairau & 
Awatere) 8,150 m3. 

Total to date for the Marlborough District 30,897 m3. 

Stockpile sales for March – April 2014 are: Nil. 

Below is a plot of gravel extraction in the Wairau River for the ‘Waihopai confluence to the Ferry 
Bridge’ reach.  The allocation has been reduced from 245,000 m3/yr in 2012/13 to 121,500 m3/yr 
for 2013/14.  

 

Quarries 
Pukaka 
We have just completed a series of shots in the quarry and more are planned.  This is to supply current 
demand for rock for Council works as well as other projects including some likely wave lap work in the 
new sewerage treatment ponds.  We are also trying to build up an emergency stockpile for over the 
coming winter period, particularly in light of delayed repairs to the main Condors training wall. 

Demand for the by-product is high at present with sales going out the gate as fast as it is produced. 
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Planning and Development Section 

Havelock Water Supply 
(Information prepared by S Donaldson)  W460-001-011-01 

The Committee has previously agreed to consultation over water metering all customers (universal 
metering) in Havelock with a view to installing the meters in 2017/18.  Members of the Committee 
expressed the need to consider alternative sources of water for Havelock.  Opus Consultants was 
engaged to report on alternative sources.  In summary Opus concluded that: 

1. The Pelorus River would be the most reliable source. 

2. Rough order costs to develop this source are $2.8 to $4.4 million. 

3. Expanding groundwater sources would be risky. 

4. Water demand and water losses should be investigated before a new source is considered further. 

Following an internationally recognised methodology, water losses in Havelock are high. By reducing 
losses and managing demand by metering, the amount of water being abstracted at source could be 
reduced significantly which would reduce the threat of saline intrusion degrading the groundwater quality.  
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Services & Operations 

Awatere Water Supply Headworks (Intake) Easter 2014 
  

Rainfall – Damage and Blackbirch Stream Channel Movement 
(Information prepared by S Rooney)  W450-003-001-05 

Just before Easter on Thursday and Friday 17/18 April Marlborough experienced a significant rainfall 
event.  While most of this rainfall was of a coastal nature it affected the Blackbirch catchment and its 
surrounds.   

During Thursday there was 117 mm of rainfall at Beneagle, 77.5 mm at Ramshead and 115 mm at 
Tinpot.  The recorder at the Blairch pump station recorded 115 mm.   

There was significant damage to embankments and channel movement in the area of the Awatere Water 
Supply headworks.  Photos of this will be shown at the meeting. 

There are four areas of damage.  The first is below the headworks where the river has scoured the bank.  
This is limiting access. The erosion of the bank is also getting very close to the two pipelines providing 
water to the Awatere community. 

Simcox Construction has been engaged to effect repairs to this and provide rock protection for future.  
These works are being completed under emergency provisions. 

The second area of concern is the new headworks. The headworks has two branches to the intakes.  
One parallel and partially across the main channel and the second parallel to a spring-fed stream; both of 
these buried in the gravels of the valley.  This intake gallery configuration gives us the ability to turn one 
or other of the branches off or have them both operating together.  Normal operations for them to be both 
open over summer utilising the flow from both the main channel and the spring-fed stream and secondly 
to have the branch across the main channel turned off and using the spring-fed channel only.  This 
enables cleaner water to be entering the network when the river is in fresh (flooded and dirty) and over 
winter when demand is lower.   

During the flood a new channel has been created above the intake. Water from this channel has gone 
down the valley scouring out the channel in which the spring-fed stream had been and combining water 
from the main channel with the spring-fed stream.  

This now prevents the ability to utilise spring-fed water for the intake only.  It is planned to restore the 
main channel to as it was before the Easter events.  These works require a resource consent which has 
been applied for. 

The other two works are minor channel improvements in the area adjacent to the intake and downstream 
and also improvements to the old weir at the old intake where some of the larger rock has been scoured 
out of the weir.  These will be placed back using a digger. 

The cost of these repairs and channel restoration is estimated to be $80,000.  This is being funded from 
the emergency reserves. 

During the event and as a result of this channel movement the quality of the Awatere Water Supply water 
was very much poorer than it has been during other flood events.  This has come about because silt 
laden water has been able to more readily travel through the gravels, as the gravel beds have been 
moving around, entering the intake galleries.  Many more complaints than is the norm have been received 
from the Awatere community regarding water quality experienced during this event.  This has come from 
both existing residents and new residents to the area that have not experienced this before. 

When the Awatere water supply is cloudy (turbid) as it was in this event and other less dirty events, the 
chlorination system shuts down as it becomes ineffective in treating such dirty water.   During these times 
the water supply reverts back to being totally untreated and there is a higher risk of there being water-
borne disease within the water supply. 
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The supply was monitored and sampled during the event; results showing E.Coli present throughout the 
network. 

While the ‘Boil Water’ notice remains against the supply; this being advertised weekly, staff increased the 
notifications throughout the community during and after the event stressing the need and reasons for 
boiling water. 

Providing notification of events like this quickly within the Awatere community is difficult.  The radio 
coverage and reception is very poor with most people listening to Wellington radio stations.  There is not 
very good coverage in subscription to the Marlborough Express and using it is not immediate ie; the 
advertisements in newspapers are often three or four days after the event. 

Staff do utilise the Community Association, its noticeboards and noticeboards throughout the community 
and the email text tree that has been set up by the school to deliver the message.  However we still get 
folk complaining they did not know of the event. 

Staff are now exploring options to set up a specific text email messaging service to which the community 
could subscribe.  Their subscription would consist of logging onto the system providing their email or 
cellphone number from which they would receive texts or email messages when these are sent out.  This 
process and associated costs will be reported to the next Assets & Services Committee meeting.  

 

Waste Fees and Charges Preliminary Review 2014  
 (Information prepared by A McNeil) W300-005-015-01 

Purpose 
This report sets out the findings of a preliminary review of current fees and charges at the transfer 
stations and landfill.  

Background  
The fees and charges for the transfer stations and landfill are reviewed annually in October and any 
changes implemented on 1 January. The last review in October 2013 did not signal any need to modify 
the current charges. 

Some emergent issues will impact on the next review in October 2014 and these are now being signalled 
early to the committee 

1. The outcome of the surrender obligation (carbon credits) – favourable. 

2. The introduction of grass into the waste stream at the transfer stations – unfavourable. 

3. The impact on the cost of refuse bags – favourable (post tender). 

4. The impact on the new waste management and minimisation contract due to start 1 July 2014 – 
favourable. 

5. The contract escalation costs of the Landfill Operations Contract – unfavourable. 

6. The impact of the introduction of the Commercial Industrial Sorting Facility (CIF) if adopted into the 
Long Term Plan (2015 to 2025) – unfavourable.   

Impact of the Previous Price Increase 
The last price increase was implemented on 1 January 2013. A review of those increases and 
subsequent actual spend follows. 

The previous estimate for the landfill surrender obligation (carbon credits) was set at 10,076 tonnes at 
$7.95 per tonne or $80,103. The actual for 2013 was 6,869 tonnes or $54,609 resulting in a favourable 
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variance of $25,494. These rates include the 1 for 2 surrender allowance which will end in December 
2015. The outcome of the election may affect the longevity of the 1 for 2 allowances.  

The survey and UEF work was budgeted for $70 k per annum. This figure is still valid as we are required 
to carry out a monitoring programme annually to confirm the Unique Emission Factors (UEF). These 
costs are split SWAPs (solid waste analysis protocol) $40 k, Reporting $20 k, Verification, $10 k. No 
changes required. 

Changes to landfill site opening times (7.30 am opening) were budgeted at $28 k. This figure is still valid 
so no changes required. 

Costs fluctuations for the landfill contract were budgeted at $7 k the actual amount for 2013 was $23 k 
leaving an unfavourable variance of $15 k. This could be netted out against point 5 above. 

Cost fluctuations at the transfer station were budgeted at $32,954 the actual was $31,575. The new 
contract now starts in July 2014 which will lower these costs. 

Other Costs 
The introduction of grass into the transfer station waste streams has increased contract costs (labour and 
disposal) by an estimated $31,389 per annum. This figure will be confirmed by October 2014 (one year 
after taking the grass). The annual volume throughput across the transfer stations is in the region of 
33,000 cubic metres. The impact of recovering the additional costs associated with the grass would be in 
the region of $1 to $1.20 per cubic metre (GST inclusive). 

The cost of refuse bag supply rose by $32 k in the last twelve months due to plastic resin prices and the 
FX rate. We have since gone to tender for this service provision and results will be known by July 2014. 

Predicted Increase 
Based on the current costs associated with the landfill no price increase is required at present. If the CIF 
went ahead adjustment would be required. 

Based on the current costs associated with the transfer stations an increase of up to $1.20 would be 
required to recover the costs of grass disposal. 

The final review will be presented to committee in October 2014 with any subsequent changes to fees 
and charges implemented on 1 January 2015. 
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Emergency Management Activity Report 

(Information prepared by J Foley/G Spence)  E200-001-003-04, E200-002-006-03 

Marlborough Kaikoura Rural Fire Authority (MKRFA) 
New Fire weather Station  

The MKRFA has installed 
another new digital fire weather 
station inland of Kaikoura to fill 
one of the identified gaps and 
provide valuable fire weather 
data over summer as to what the 
district is experiencing. 

We now have upgraded weather 
stations in the Awatere, 
Kenepuru, Wairau Valley, Rai 
Valley, Upper Waihopai, Ward 
and now Kaikoura. 

There are another couple which 
may be upgraded in the next 
financial year. 

 For those of you who like to 
monitor our weather, our fire 

weather stations can be viewed on the link below or visiting the MKRFA web site. National Rural Fire 
Authority 

Training 
For the fourth year running rural fire crews 
were given the opportunity to assist with a 
prescribed burn, these fires allow for 
crews to up skill and take the opportunity 
to observe extreme fire behaviour in a 
relatively safe environment. One of the 
main safety concerns at any fire is to 
maintain situational awareness as what 
appears to be a benign fire can quickly 
change as fuels, slope or the weather 
changes cause the fire to erupt. 

Approximately 500 hectares was burned 
with fire crews from Awatere, Koromiko, 
Blenheim, Waihopai, forestry crews and 
the Department of Conservation were on 
site. 

Rural Fire Authority Audit 
The National Rural Fire Authority (NRFA) has now completed the audit of the MKRFA and has been very 
impressed with it systems and processes put in place by the Board and Richard McNamara the Principal 
Rural Fire Officer. 

The MKRFA was only established two years ago with a huge amount of work being done by all the stake 
holders’ managers.  The NRFA has identified a number of areas around fire force record keeping as an 
issue. When working with volunteers this is always an issue. Work will continue with those fire forces the 
next few months. 

http://nrfa.harvest.com/w.cgi?hsn=10347
http://nrfa.harvest.com/w.cgi?hsn=10347
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Civil Defence Emergency Management 
Revised National Civil Defence Emergency Management Plan 
23 May – 25 July 2014 
The Minister of Civil Defence has publicly released the revised National Civil Defence Emergency 
Management Plan (revised Plan) for public consultation and now welcomes written submissions. 

The National Civil Defence Emergency Management Plan sets out the hazards and risks to be managed 
at the national level and the civil defence emergency management necessary to manage those hazards 
and risks. It also sets out the roles and responsibilities of central government, Civil Defence Emergency 
Management Groups and other agencies such as lifeline utilities, emergency services and non-
government organisations. 

The current Plan has been in force since 1 July 2006. Under section 46 of the CDEM Act 2002, the 
Minister of Civil Defence must review the Plan every five years. The review commenced in 2010, and 
determined that, overall, the Plan was adequate, but a number of aspects could be improved. 

The review was halted at the time of the 22 February 2011 Christchurch Earthquake to enable 
government to focus on the response to the earthquake and for reviews of the response to be carried out. 
The revised Plan has been amended to incorporate all relevant recommendations from these reviews, as 
well as advancements in national civil defence emergency management planning arrangements. 

Copies of the revised Plan 
The revised Plan, a summary of amendments, and a feedback form are available online at 
www.civildefence.govt.nz 

Submitters are required to state those aspects of the revised Plan that they support, those aspects they 
oppose, the reasons for the support or opposition and any specific alternatives they wish to recommend. 

Submissions close at 5.00 pm on Friday 25 July 2014. 

Any queries can be directed to NationalCDEM.Plan@dpmc.govt.nz 

Earthquakes / Preparedness 
Our public education programme is continuing to reinforce the preparedness message through regular 
radio ads and fortnightly interviews with the breakfast team on More FM. 

Marlborough CDEM recently obtained 40 plus portaloos from Christchurch, although this was fantastic, 
storage was an issue as to where to locate them. Gary has managed to negotiate some space at RNZFA 
Base Woodbourne for long term storage of the portaloos, chemical toilets and other response resources.  
This means we will have a “one stop shop “for accessing equipment. However, additional storage 
facilities are needed around the EOC area for equipment and resources that may be required 
immediately. 

Neighbourhood Support 
Work continues to raise the profile of NS in Marlborough. A recent Street Coordinators meeting held at 
the emergency operations centre chaired by CDEM and police saw some 35 people attend to hear and 
discuss ideas on where Neighbourhood Support should be going in Marlborough. The meeting was very 
positive with quite a few ideas talked about. 

Sector Emergency Response Teams 
Contact with the Sectors is consistent with “Updates” going out monthly keeping them informed of what is 
happening in the various areas. Unfortunately two areas (Picton and Wairau Valley) have had the 
manager’s step down, filling these positions will take time as not many want to step into the manager’s 
role.  In saying that we have now filled the Managers role in Wairau Valley but we are yet to find someone 
for Picton. 

http://ministryofcivildefenceemergencymanagement.cmail1.com/t/d-l-fuudty-xhutiihy-e/
mailto:NationalCDEM.Plan@dpmc.govt.nz
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IMT Training 
A set of SOP’s have been developed for Incident Management Team (IMT) when responding to the EOC. 
Each team has been broken down into “Team Leaders” and volunteers, with the team leaders responsible 
for training. Another three team leaders have been recently added to the IMT. 

EMIS 
Katie Tanner has the team training monthly now, with a possible exercise in July. This group will also be 
moving onto VHF radio training so they can be used on EMIS in the Communications area. 

Emergency Response Team 
The core group has now gone to seven members, training consistently in setting up the Incident Control 
Point and radio exercises. They now have fully been supplied with personal protective equipment and as 
well there are two mobile response centre kits ready for deployment. Combined training events are 
planned with Red Cross and the NZ Defence CD team at Woodbourne Base. 

Community Resilience 
The original radio scripts created just before Christmas are due for a refresh in the next week. Fortnightly 
radio interview are continuing and involve discussion around recent or current events or reinforcing the 
preparedness message. 

Welfare 
A meeting has been organised for June 12 for the Marlborough Local Welfare Committee to reconfirm 
MOUs and contact details with the Welfare Support Agencies.  

Civil Defence cellphone alerting project funded 
Central Government to look at Telecommunications Warning options 
New operating spending of $250,000 in 2014/15 will develop a business case for the possible introduction 
of a telecommunications-based public alerting system to warn people of impending emergencies, Civil 
Defence Minister Nikki Kaye says. 

“This project is about reaching large numbers of people quickly, through cellphone alerts, to save lives in 
civil defence emergencies. By using a separate cellphone channel, the technology could reach specific 
geographical areas without causing communications congestion,” Ms Kaye says.  

“Time can be crucial in some major emergencies. For example, following an earthquake that presented 
an immediate tsunami threat, a cellphone alerting system could be used to warn quickly those in the most 
dangerous zones. 

“New Zealand doesn’t have a standard public alerting system that has coverage right across the country. 
It makes sense to look at taking advantage of advances in technologies to increase our public alerting 
coverage and preparedness for natural disasters.  

“Other countries utilising cellphone text technology to issue public alerts about emergencies include 
Australia, the USA, the Netherlands and Israel. 

“It is important that there continues to be a range of methods of emergency public alerting from sirens, to 
all forms of media. I believe this could be an important complementary addition to ensure people have 
adequate warning in the event of a major emergency.  

“The Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management will work closely with telecommunication 
providers and local authorities on this business case. Funding to implement public alerting technology 
through cellphone alerting, should the business case be supported, would require agreement through a 
subsequent Budget process.” 
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Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report 

(Information prepared by R Bartlett, R Hutchinson, R Dunn, N Crous, E Oldridge,  
R Blackburn, M Morgan)  R510-009-000-01 

Blenheim Parks and Reserves 
Pollard Park 
We have just finished planting new annuals, spring bulbs, tulips and daffodils for the winter and spring 
displays. 

The warmer weather earlier in the month has allowed the annuals to bulk up and bud, flowering will start 
in the next few weeks. 

The clean-up of autumn leaves is ongoing but we are past the half way mark with a lot of the trees now 
finishing their leaf drop. The leaves are removed and taken away to the compost heap where along with 
other green waste material, water, and fertiliser, usable compost is created to use in the gardens. 

Now planting is complete it is time to clean up our other gardens. We have started cutting down our 
perennial plants, undertaking the last major weed and mulching for those bare areas in the gardens. 

Seymour Square 
As with Pollard Park the work programme is very similar. We have just finished planting the new annuals, 
spring bulbs, tulips and daffodils for the winter and spring displays. 

The warmer weather earlier in the month has allowed the annuals to bulk up and bud, flowering will start 
in the next few weeks. 

Now planting is complete it is time to clean up our other gardens. We have started cutting down our 
perennial plants, undertaking the last major weed and mulching those bare areas in the gardens. 

Murphy’s Creek Reserve 
A large willow fell across Murphy’s Creek resulting in some damage to public and private property. Due to 
its size took some time to remove. 

A & P Park 
A silver birch was removed after being pushed onto a building in the Park. 

Two sections of irrigation were repaired following damage from tent pegs. 

Snowden Crescent Reserve 
A short section of pathway has been resealed recently.  

Riverside Park 
The Crinoline Bridge is back up and open following the April flooding. The bridge abutments sustained 
damage when the bridge became wedged on its western abutment. We took the opportunity to repaint the 
rails and timbers while they were off the bridge. 

The steps leading down from the Marlborough Line sculpture are all but complete; we are just awaiting 
the installation of the handrail. 
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Taylor River Reserve 
The clean-up from the flooding in April took some time. The cloudy weather conditions slowed the drying 
process and delayed getting equipment on site. To date 5000 kg of flood material has been dumped. 

Taylor Project – a river reserve enhancement project 
The inaugural Arboretum planting took place last month with Ralph Ballenger, Councillors Jerram and 
Andrews, Richard Hunter and around 40 members of the public.  Nine Japanese flowering cherries were 
planted just south of the High Street Bridge.  Further riparian planting is planned for September. 
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Eltham Road Reserve 

New play matting has been installed under the play equipment.  

 

Wither Hills Farm Park 
New Car Park – Taylor Pass Entrance 
Levelling and re-sowing of the events area is complete and the area has recently been used for cross 
country, duathlon events and cycle demo days. 

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage 
Levelling and gravelling along sections of the popular Rotary Lookout to Twin Tanks Track is proposed, as 
weather conditions dictate.  Seasonal track upgrade work is also planned within the Mountain Bike Park. 
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Weed Control 
Broom and gorse spraying has recently been completed within the QEII Covenant area. 

Release spraying of the oak trees within the Mountain Bike Park is planned shortly also. 

Renwick Reserves 
Kowhai Reserve 
Playground matting replacement in this reserve will commence soon. 

Rousehill Reserve 
Playground matting replacement in this reserve will commence soon.  Some tree-trimming was 
undertaken along the boundaries due to neighbour complaints about overhanging growth. 

Awatere and Flaxbourne Reserves 
Awatere 
APL is nearing completion of the 10 year maintenance plan for the Awatere Hall. This will be brought to 
Council to compare the long term maintenance and earthquake strengthening costs against the cost of a 
new facility.  

Flaxbourne 
Council reserves and planning staff recently met with fishing boat owners at Ward Beach to discuss 
issues with erosion. The fishing boat operators were finding it difficult to get their boats out of the water 
using bulldozers at Ward Beach and this was accelerating the erosion of the beach. 

The owners of these boats and bulldozers have offered to supply, distribute and compact gravel on the 
beach berm to stabilise the beach.  

Picton Reserves 
Queen Charlotte Lookout 
There are ongoing issues with litter collection, due to the steep embankment. 

Picton Foreshore  
Picton Boat Modellers’ Society is due to commence work on the foreshore pond this month – the area will 
be closed off to the public until works are complete.  The annual mid-winter swim will be on 22 June – this 
event takes place on Picton foreshore, alternatively at Shelley Beach in inclement weather. 

Waikawa Bay Reserve 
We are working with the local association regarding staged upgrade works within the Reserve. 

Northern Marlborough/Sounds 
Havelock Domain Entrance and Skate Park 
Two replacement trees have been planted after vandalism, one within the Domain courtyard and the 
other at the Memorial. 

Brown River Reserve and Alfred Stream Picnic Area, Rai Valley 
Further native planting is planned at Rai Stream Reserve in early spring. 

Contracts 
Street Tree and Plots Contract 
900 Overhanging Growth over Footpath notices were issued with a reminder notice, and approximately 
100 follow-up notices have been posted where no pruning has been done.  These have also been sent to 
the owner’s postal address where the owner is not occupying the house.  
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Street tree planting will commence this month with priorities being higher profile streets and areas where 
trees have died or been removed and replacements have been agreed.  

Data capture of Marlborough’s street trees and their condition is progressing, with completion planned by 
June 2015. 

Public Conveniences 
Queen Street 

Destruction of toilet paper canisters and theft of toilet paper continues to be an issue at this facility. 

Picton High Street 
Automatic doors have once again been vandalised by culprits forcing the door, thus damaging the 
mechanism. 

Waikawa foreshore 
Minor vandalism issues are occurring here. 

Wither Hills Farm Park Car Park -Taylor Pass Entrance 
Complimentary feedback has been received about this facility. 

Seddon 
The new public convenience facility on Mills Street has been completed and has been opened for use.  
The temporary portaloos have been removed and the road signage has been altered accordingly. 

Cemeteries 
Fairhall 
The Reserves section is currently working with Smart Alliances to finalise the design and specifications 
for the planned niche/memorial wall in the cemetery.  This will be the first ashes niche wall to be installed 
in Marlborough and it is hoped that it will be favourably accepted by the community, as opposed to the 
continued use of ashes plots in the ground. 

Havelock 
Tree-trimming has been undertaken in and around the cemetery, due to excessive encroachment on 
graves and burial sites. 

Picton 
The new Memorial Wall is already in use, although extended landscape works are yet to be completed. 

Cemeteries General 
As a result of a letter of request from the Sounds Advisory Group, the possibility of providing information 
about private/remote cemeteries (eg; in the Sounds) on the MDC website is being investigated. 

Swimming Pools 
Seddon Pool 
The tender for the rebuild of the Seddon Pool buildings and concrete surrounds has been awarded to 
Jeremiah Homes. The final plans are being finalised in consultation with the Awatere Community Trust. 
Work should be underway soon and the aim is to have it complete for summer 2014/15. 
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Rangers’ Report 
(Information prepared by M Morgan/K Hawkins) R510-006-02 & R510-005-04 

Graffiti graph 

 

Freedom Camping graph 

 

General  
Recently the reserves ranger attended a Three day course on Crime Prevention through Environmental 
Design (CPTED). This training will be useful when looking at any proposed design within the parks and 
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any problem areas that may be attracting unwanted behaviour. Also ensuring any new Park and Public 
Convenience receives a CPTED report is a requirement of level of service indicators in the Long Term 
Plan.   

Illegal dumping figures have reduced slightly with 12 reported rubbish dumpings and 22 green waste 
dumpings. There have been four litter infringement fines issued. 

Freedom Camping numbers have reduced quite a bit due to changes in the weather, day light savings 
and the changeover of backpackers/casual seasonal workers.  Two Freedom Camping infringements 
were issued for last reporting period. 

Graffiti complaints are low at present, this could be attributed to the work done by Council, Police and 
Safer Communities Working Together and some of it could also be luck. 

 

Road Safety Coordinator Update 
(Information prepared by R Blackburn) R800-005-002 

General 
The Marlborough Clued up Kids planning is well underway with a roundabout planned for the cycle safety 
set in November. The focus will be on confidence and signalling at intersections including roundabouts 
where many of our ‘near misses’ are reported. 

A Speed workshop was held in Nelson in April facilitated by NZ Transport Agency. The focus was to 
collect data regionally relating to ‘what speed is a good speed’ when roads vary considerably in terms of 
‘being safe’ if a driver makes a mistake. This is an integral part of the Safe System Approach to road 
safety. See the campaign below currently operating in Canterbury. 

  

Safety of Motorcycles 
Future campaigns to address motorcycle crashes in the Top of the South were discussed at a meeting 
between the Road Safety Coordinators from the Tasman District Council and the Marlborough District 
Council in May. ACC currently offers subsidised on-road training courses to all motorcyclists in New 
Zealand through their Ride Forever website. ACC are keen for regions to support the ACC initiative to 
ensure that evaluation of the campaign in 2016 or 2017 can accurately determine if offering subsidised 
training reduces fatal and serious motorcycle crashes. 

Training has been completed under the current contract. Six course were held in Marlborough over the 
summer 2013/2014 with 57 riders attending training. Death or serious injury crashes are reducing in 
Marlborough but are still above national statistics. 
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Safety of Young Drivers 
Four students have now passed their restricted drivers test after attending a Restricted Licence course. 
Further courses are planned for July and Supporting Families have advised they have received funding to 
be able to subsidise the cost of the tests. 

The RYDA (Rotary Young Driver Awareness) programme was held at the Race Course on 16 and 17 
April. The weather conditions were appalling for the Girls College’s first time on the programme but initial 
anecdotal responses were favourable in terms of attending again. The Boys College had larger numbers 
this year and are committed to attending each year. 

Alcohol/Drug Impaired Driving 
The 2013/14 Know Your Limit campaign evaluation has been completed with a number of 
recommendations made for the next campaign in November 2014. 

BikeWalk Marlborough 
(Information prepared by R Dunn) C230-001-B03 

BikeWalk has discussed progressing cycle and walking trails around the Wairau Plain for a number of 
years and it was seen by many that cycle touring goes hand in hand with wine districts and would provide 
additional visitor attraction and revenue to the district. 

An Off-road Wine Trails meeting was held in February seeking interest in developing shared trails.  A 
working group was formed and two subsequent meetings have been held.  Meeting minutes are available 
upon request. 

A business plan and applications to funding agencies are being prepared.   

The following are April’s Bike Walk Marlborough minutes: 
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File Ref: C230-001-B03 

 

Minutes of Bike Walk Marlborough Meeting held in 
the Committee Room, Marlborough District Council 
on Tuesday, 8 April 2014 commencing at 1.00 pm 

Present 
Robin Dunn (Bike Walk Marlborough Co-ordinator/Reserves Officer), Andrew James (NZTA/Marlborough 
Roads), Sonya Sutherland (Sport Tasman Marlborough/RideOn Group), Robyn Blackburn (MDC Road 
Safety Co-ordinator), Lynne Haines (Avantiplus Blenheim), Jo Hill (Wine Tours by Bike), Brigid Forrest 
(Forrest Winery), Brenda Burr, Dave Craig (MDC), Anthony Van De Water and Carina Murray (Renwick 
Residents Association), Susie Glover. 

In Attendance 
Beate Gregory (Secretary, MDC). 

Apologies 
Clr Terry Sloan (Chairman), Ray Clearwater (RideOn Group), Kevin Wilson (Marlborough Mountainbike 
Club), Andrew Adams (Project Manager Marlborough Roads), Duncan MacKenzie (Go Marlborough/Top 
of the South Events), Tracy Johnson, Destination Marlborough, Sue Bush (School Community Liaison 
Office – Police) 

Pay Respects to Michael Cambridge  
• Robin said a few words in memory of Michael.  Michael’s interests and passions were extensive, and 

was a Bike Walk Marlborough (BWM) Trust member since the Groups’ inception in 2009.  He was 
particularly passionate about promoting commuter cycling and he practiced what he preached by 
cycling around town and longer distances with the Sunday Bunch ride.  He had previously completed 
the Forrest Grape Ride, now in its tenth year and held last weekend and hugely successful.  After an 
extensive fact finding trip to Europe, Michael shared with the group best practice cycling examples 
and Copenhagen cycle paths.  The merits or otherwise of cycle helmets was also debated, and more 
recently he advocated for slower vehicle speeds in town, as currently being trailed in Hamilton with 
30 km zones.  Michael kept us pushing to ask the hard questions, to self-examine, to adopt, to adapt 
and seek solutions and new ideas. 

Michael’s ideas for a better world, his enthusiasm, energy, passion and can do attitude will be sadly 
missed and is a significant loss to Marlborough.  We thank Michael for all these things he has shared. 

Matters Arising – Action Points 
• Approach Brayshaw Park for Road Safety Training Circuit– Terry was tasked with this action 

point however as he could not attend this meeting; the action point will be carried over to the next 
meeting.   

• Picton Go Bike Day Breakfast –.Sonya advised that around 30 cyclists attended this event and the 
feedback was fantastic.  The Blenheim event was attended by around 185 cyclists. 

• Diarise Mayor Cycle Challenge preparation for September 2014 – Robin reported that the 
planning is being kept in mind as the Mayor and Councillors are keen to hold an organised event in 
the future. 

• Research NZTA funding for cycle paths:  Andrew advised the Group that a recent quarterly report 
was published within NZTA.  NZTA is on track with their spending and are underspending in their 
walking and cycling budget.  However this money is not getting allocated as the requirements for the 
benefit/cost ratio are too high.  Hopefully the thresholds/rules will be lowered eventually and then 
NZTA will be able to draw down some of the monies for local projects. 
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Marlborough Roads/NZTA, project and operational update – Andrew James, Road 
Safety Engineer, NZTA  
• Andrew gave an update on the 40 km speed limit proposal for Nelson Street.  It appears it has 

support from all parties and Andrew is waiting on one more response, but it most likely will go ahead. 
The consultation on the speed limit by law closed last week and there were very view responses. 

• There are some minor safety projects underway, mainly pedestrian crossings going into some areas.  
Andrew has had good responses about these projects, except for the pedestrian crossing in 
Havelock.   There is an issue with the crossing going outside the post office sorting office (loading 
area will need to move 6 metres towards Nelson to make room for the crossing), this means that the 
postal worker will have to carry the mail an extra 6 metres.  Andrew is currently negotiating with the 
postal office and hopes to come to a solution as he cannot see where else he can put the pedestrian 
crossing. 

• Andrew also mentioned that Kevin Wilson was critical about the white lines NZTA has placed on 
intersections to narrow the lanes to slow down the traffic.  He believes they are slippery which may 
have been the case in the past but the new paint is designed to be non-slip. 

• Kevin also requested for a gap to be placed between the island and the curb to leave more space for 
bikes, however this does not work with the alignment of the streets and pedestrians are not used for 
bikes to come through this space, they expect bikes to be on the road. 

Andrew undertook an audit on the Spring Creek track and received feedback to install holding rails on 
intersections. 

• He is also working on what the implications could be for walkers and cyclists, if a road is build up to 
the lookout on the Wither Hills. He is not sure how vehicles would impact on residents (more noise) 
and walkers and cyclists (safety issues).  He did reiterate that this project is in the very early concept 
stage. 

Road Safety Coordinator and Schools Working Group update – Robyn Blackburn 
• Robyn told the Group that Sue Bush was keen to get a crossing brochure developed for Marlborough, 

this has been actioned and the template is with Marlborough Roads seeking their approval. 

• Robyn will meet with the Youth Council on Friday; they are concerned that some actions from the 
travel plans produced have not been actioned.  For example Queen Charlotte College proposed to 
have a 40 km speed restriction on Waikawa Road.  Apparently it went to Council and was not 
supported, as there was no funding. 

• Robyn carried out a survey this year to find out who is walking, cycling, are driven or bus to school.  
Robyn has advised the schools on the main reasons why children are taken by car, these are: 

• Distance to school 

• Weather; and  

• No cycle lanes. 

• There are also actions schools can take to alleviate traffic congestions around schools (lanes within 
the school) and better access to bike sheds. 

• Robyn has been given 16 adult bikes by the Police that require some work before they can be given 
away, for example, to the Nancy Sherwood program or RSA workers etc.  Several suggestions were 
tabled regarding potential groups that could repair the bikes. 

RideOn Marlborough Programme and Community Hubs, Sport Tasman Update –
Sonya Sutherland 
Sonja reported on the RideOn programme noting the following points: 

• Over 250 people turned up for the Family Fun day which was very well received by all participants.  
80% of people were not aware that the Conders Bend bike track existed. 
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• Grovetown senior class has gone through the Rideon program, with Fairhall (years 3-5) coming up 
next. 

• The social Monday rides are proving successful with up to 20-25 participating each week. 

• Sonya is working with the PHO on an older activity brochure as there appears to be no low level 
social walking groups.  She asked the Group whether they know of any groups that may be active in 
this area and if not, develop some activities for the elderly. 

• The Amazing Eco Race will be on at the end of the year just after Conservation week.  Peter Hamill 
(MDC) and Claire (DOC) are involved in this event which will be held near the Taylor Dam. 

• Robin thanked Sonya for organising the Family Fun Day and Lynne for the Go by Bike Day. 

Events, Promotion, Education and Community Activities update Lynne Haines, 
Duncan McKenzie, Kevin Wilson or others 
• The next event for Marlborough is the Saint Clair Vineyard Half on 10 May 2014, 70% women attend 

this event but it is open to men as well. 

• Brigid told the Group that over 80% of cyclists attending the Grape Ride were from out of town which 
is great for the economy of Blenheim. 

• Groups are still out cycling on Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights and of 
course Monday mornings. 

• A Marlborough event in conjunction with some Gyms in town is coming up - down the Taylor River 
path way.  It is not a men only event, but a unisex event.  It is planned for October. 

• Brigid advised that the Gourmet Grazer Grape Ride went really well with a lot of new people 
attending.  She provided some feedback on a 2-3 km unsealed stretch of the Kaituna/Tuamarina 
section created problems for many cyclists, and a sealed or compacted surface through this section 
would solve this hazard and encourage year round use by local cyclists.  This section is a Council 
road and costs for sealing of the road have to be kept in mind, considering there are a lot of 
unsealed roads around Marlborough.  Robin suggested it may be an idea to have some packed 
gravel installed instead of loose gravel on this road, or create a compacted gravel cycle path beside 
the road. 

Spring Creek Rail Trail, Cycle Facilities, Farm Park, Link Pathway update – 
Robin Dunn 
• Spring Creek Rail Trail – Robin advised of the struggle for funding to complete the stage to Grove 

Town. Even though it is not a long distance it is priced at $116,000 and with only $55,000 available in 
this year’s budget.  To complete this track we may need to run two budgets together, or stage works.  
Aurecon is finalising drainage and track design, in conjunction with Council’s Rivers Section. 

• Robin will draft an annual plan submission for the BWM group to present to Council on projects the 
Group want to achieve.  The Group supported this. 

• Another project Robin has received requests for and would like to complete, is the cycle path 
extension from Riverlands to Cloudy Bay industrial estate.  This would best follow the railway. 

• Lynne suggested fund raising events to support some of the projects the Group wants to achieve, 
and suggested an event at Rangitane Cultural Centre would be good. Applications can also be 
made to funding sources, seeking funds for specific projects. 

• Track maintenance and improvements are happening or planned within the Farm Park and gravel has 
been delivered in readiness.  The Rotary to Twin Tanks walk section is being upgraded with a 
2-3 metre wide gravel track.  This work is coming out of the Reserves (Withers) Budget. 

• Robin provided feedback from the first “Off-Road Cycle Trails Working Group” meeting held on 7 April 
2014.  A letter was mailed out to 60 businesses seeking feedback on possible cycle routes or ideas. 
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Targeted were bike hire, accommodation, wine and restaurant businesses.  Six responses were 
received along with two phone calls, and the ideas added to the initial list developed at the initial 
public meeting.  The Group then worked through the list of potential routes and agreed the following 
worthy of initial research: 

• Fox’s Island Road and North Alma Road. 

• Access from Fox’s Island Road through to Nautilus Estate. 

• Omaka River stopbanks – from Hawkesbury Road to Godfreys and Middle Renwick Road. 

• Fairhall Stream stopbanks between Middle Renwick Road and Old Renwick Road. 

• A weir or similar across Omaka River, from Dog Point Road to Spy Valley Cellar Door. 

• Linkage north to south through Pernod Ricard vineyard or similar. 

• Wairau River stopbanks – complete access link between Selmes and Wratts Road.  

• Robin advised a new BWM brochure has been created and is soon to be released which covers the 
new track formed beside the Opawa River as part of the Blenheim Waste Water Plant and which links 
to the DOC’s Wairau Lagoon Track. 

• Brenda asked Robin whether the Taylor River pathway is still in the budget to finish sealing the path 
up to Burleigh Bridge.  Dave advised that it is last on the list of things to be done, as works funded by 
this budget are reliant from contributions generated by subdivisions. 

• Brigid told the group about the commercial development (industrial park) behind Koromiko Sound Air 
was being developed and the Group should take the opportunity to make this bike friendly. 

 Budget Update 
• This year’s allocated funding is $112,000 with $47,000 spent, which leaves $65,000, however 

$10,000 has yet to be paid to Sport Tasman for the RideOn programme.  This leaves $55,000 until 
30 June for the cycle path construction to Grovetown. 

• The provisional 2014/15 BWM budget in the draft annual plan is for $114,000.  Discussion took place 
on whether an update on planned projects be prepared and included within this year’s Annual Plan 
Submission, and requesting additional funding to speed up cycle safety projects and facility provision. 

General Business 
• Anthony from the Renwick Resident Association pointed out that Renwick is afflicted with three safety 

hazards which have been left with no actions taken. There are: 

• Pak Lim’s corner, particularly poor sight lines , visibility and the inside corner for west bound 
cyclists: 

• Intersection of State Highway 6 and Terrace, Boyce and Gee Street and high truck use: 

• Gibson Creek Bridge being a significant safety issue for pedestrians and cyclists, being so 
narrow. 

• A submission, by the Residents’ Association, was presented to reduce the speed limits from 70 km to 
50 km for the intersection and streets joining the intersection and Gibson Creek Bridge, but no action 
have been taken.  Also Renwick is not mentioned in this annual plan in regards to cycling safety.   

• Anthony mentioned that the Conders Bend track is great but it is not safe to get to that track from 
Renwick and the bridge is too narrow for cars and cyclists. 

• Anthony suggested reducing the speed limit on Gibson Creek Bridge and paint cycle lanes onto Pak 
Lim’s corner.  Andrew will take a look at the possibility of painting cycle lanes onto Pak Lim’s corner 
and the Intersection on Highway 6.  Robin has added these concerns to the Working Groups 
Initiatives. 

• Brenda asked whether another Trustee will need to be appointed since Michael’s sad passing.  Robin 
responded that the Trust document will need to be updated and he will action this. 
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• Robin told the Group that a cycling seminar and workshop will be held in Nelson on 22 April 2014, 
with Robin to email to members. 

Correspondence  
 A condolence card was sent to Sue Cambridge and Family on behalf of BWM members. 

Closure 
The meeting closed at 2.35 pm. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 1 July 2014 at 1.00 pm in the Committee Room, Marlborough 
District Council Offices. 

Actions from Meeting 
 

No. Action Person 
Responsible 

1. Approach Brayshaw Park for Road Safety Training Circuit Terry 

2. Update Trust Document Robin 

3. Prepare Draft Annual Plan Submission & circulate Robin 

Record No. 1493676 
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Access & Mobility Forum 
(Information prepared by R Bartlett) D050-001-A02 

Attached are the latest minutes. 

Notes of the Access and Mobility Forum held in the 
Committee Room, Marlborough District Council on 

Monday 3 March 2014 at 2.30 pm 
Chairperson 
Clr Jenny Andrews. 

Representatives Present 
Rosie Bartlett (MDC).  

Jean Wilson (Volunteer Community Co-ordinator); Barrie Greenall (Police); Darlene Purdie and Penelope 
Banfield (People First); Belinda Boyce (MS & Parkinsons); Steve Murrin (Marlborough Roads); Chris 
Parnell (Marlborough Roads); Lynn Nicholl (Support Works); Nigel Perry (Road Safety & Picton Senior 
Citizens); Peter Greenhill (MDC); Robin Harris (Arthritis Marlborough); Robyn Blackburn (MDC Road 
Safety Co-ordinator); Cleone Stringer (MDC); Ken Ham; Marilyn Mcloud (Age Concern); Chris Moran; 
Linette Mortlock. 

In Attendance 
Bea Gregory (Secretary MDC). 

Apologies 
Stefan Sanders; David Clode; Cathy Macnee (Stroke Foundation); Mary Beesley (now resigned); 
Christine Lochead; Bill East (MDC Building Control Group Leader);Lyn McKay; and Kevin McGrath from 
DOC. 

Jenny welcomed everyone to the meeting and all present introduced themselves.  

Matters Arising from Minutes of Meeting – (9 December 2013) 
• Nigel asked Jenny about the “tree trip” mentioned in the last meeting and requested photos to be 

recorded regarding a tree in Howick Road that is buckling the kerb.  Jenny said that this issue will 
be discussed later in this meeting. 

Explanation of Pedestrian Crossings – Barrie Greenall (Marlborough Police) 
• The law surrounding pedestrian crossings is for the benefit of both parties.  Each case is based on 

its own merit with no definite yes or no answer.  There is an expectation on pedestrians to not 
impede traffic or loiter on a crossing and there is an expectation on drivers to give way to those who 
are using or are about to use a crossing.   

• The wording relating to pedestrian crossings is for the car driver to give way and once they have 
given way, the car driver can proceed.  There is no need to wait for the pedestrian to complete the 
crossing; this law was changed in 2009.  Before 2009 a pedestrian had to have a foot on the 
crossing to initiate the crossing, whereas it is now “waiting to cross”.  A discussion around the 
definition of “waiting to cross” followed.  
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• Ken asked what status in law a pedestrian refuge has, to which Barrie replied that pedestrian 
refuges have very little standing in law.  There are basically safe places for people to wait for traffic 
to break before they can cross the road. However the raised crossings in town, called courtesy 
crossings, are deemed as going from footpath to footpath, as such when you are on them you have 
the right to cross, but there is no right to step out on them and expect the car driver to stop. Cleone 
asked whether car drivers are allowed to stop on pedestrian crossing, for example at a roundabout.  
Barrie advised that cars should not be queuing across crossings and to keep them clear for 
pedestrians. 

• Nigel posed a question whether cyclists can cycle across pedestrian crossing and Barrie replied 
that they should be pushing the cycle. 

• Jenny thanked Barrie for attending the meeting. 

Marlborough Roads Update – Steve Murrin 
• Steve explained that Marlborough Roads have several projects underway.  A new footpath is going 

into Percy Street and on Muller Road at the end of Maxwell Road.  Also in Weld Street/Stephenson 
Street.  A new footpath has been completed at Frederick Street.  A pedestrian refuge is planned for 
New Renwick Road at Pak & Save.   

• Steve is hoping for the tender to come out in two weeks’ time for the two new roundabouts at Boyce 
and Battys Road.  These are planned to be finished by the end of July.  The pedestrian refuge is 
going in opposite the Springlands Supermarket.   

• Marlborough Roads consulted on the Picton High Street upgrade, this should hopefully be finished 
by the Labour weekend.   

• Marlborough Roads are also involved in the electronic 40 km signs near the Girls College.   

• Chris asked what Marlborough Roads are intending to do about sealing the crossover at Stewart 
Street (over the railway line) which is gravelled only.  Steve advised that he will look into this.   

• Nigel mentioned to Steve that the group discussed at the last meeting the suggestions of reducing 
the speed or installing a temporary refuge crossing the near theatre and he wanted to know 
whether this would be a possibility.  Steve said that the refuge which is in place is a condition in the 
resource consent which the developer is paying for, anything else Council will need to pay for.  
Steve said he would look into this. 

Road Safety Update – Robyn Blackburn (MDC) 
Robyn’s update included: 
• Jenny commented that she noticed how much better the kids and cyclists are at hand signalling. 

Robyn said this is most likely the result of a program with “Clued up Kids” on road safety education 
for cyclist.  

• Robyn circulated a pamphlet on “Sharing the Road with Pedestrians” to the Group that contained 
helpful information about the Road Code.   

• Robin Dunn is currently involved with a program for off road bike cycle paths.  Chris stated it would 
be a good idea to keep mobility scooters users in mind, as a lot of the paths in and around town do 
not cater for mobility scooters. 

• Nigel spoke about entrance ways and footpaths and who has right of way. He read out part of a 
letter from Land Transport:  “If the footpath continues uninterrupted across the entrance way to a 
supermarket or petrol station the entrance/exit should be regarded as a driveway and drivers 
should give way to pedestrians.  If the entrance/exit intersects with another roadway and is 
designed to be used by vehicles and the footpath is interrupted by that roadway, then in this case 
both drivers and pedestrians are responsible for acting safely.”   
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• Building Control Officer Update – Peter Greenhill (MDC) 
• Peter advised that the department is very busy.  IANZ accreditation is coming up in May which 

occurs every two years. 

• On 25 February 2014 the department became “digital”.  This means the Building Control Officers 
no longer dictate their site inspection into a Dictaphone but instead utilise an IPad.  This Council is 
one of the few who has gone digital and it should reduce the time spent in the office on clerical 
tasks.  

• Cleone asked whether the data collected goes to Trim and can it be viewed on the MDC website? 
Peter explained that if an inspection on a house is conducted, it can be viewed once the data is 
downloaded.  It does not show LIM reports as these have to be paid for by the person requesting 
the report.   

Reserves Update – Rosie Bartlett 
Rosie mentioned: 
• Kevin from DOC Marlborough Sounds has put in an apology, however they did not have anything 

to report for this meeting. If they do have updates they will provide them to the Group. 

• Councillors have decided that the Freedom Camping Bylaw is to go for a review. Around 
170 submissions were received and it appears there is a large interest about the by law in the 
community. 

• The new public toilet for Seddon should be operational by the end of March.  Seddon is also 
receiving some banners to help revitalise the town after the earthquakes.   

• The old Sexton’s house located at Omaka Cemetery will be removed and, at this stage, the area 
will be grassed so it has more of a Park appearance.  They will be consideration given for a 
disabled accessible toilet at a later stage. 

• The Pollard Park Management Plan will be advertised in the Paper in the next couple of weeks for 
public comment.  Council can then decide what may be adopted into the Plan.  

• The Memorial Park in Picton is looking good after recent developments and Rosie is encouraging 
everyone to go and have a look.  

• Cemetery fees are being reviewed and there will be some small fee increases in line with CPI 
increases.  Chris asked whether the Council has a plan of where the plots are.  Rosie advised that 
the plots are on the MDC website under Smart Maps – Services - Cemeteries.   

• Jean told the group that she has a receipt for a plot dated 1945, which has not been used.  Rosie 
said that these are still valid but Council no longer pre-sell plots.   

• Councillors went out with staff member Robin Dunn and viewed several trees that had outgrown 
their practical life and decided to remove some.  Generally trees are only removed if they pose a 
danger or affect infrastructure and services; this can be decided by Council staff.  If trees are asked 
to be removed because of an individual’s opinion (too shady, too tall) then Councillors become 
involved in the decision making.  Issues around trees can get very emotive. 

• Jenny noticed that more new bus shelters are coming on line and looking very good. 

General Business 
Jenny asked for updates from those at the meeting. 

• Rosie told the group about the newspaper article on Wendy Humphrey. Her wheelchair got stuck 
on the road and Wendy praised all the people who reached out to her and helped her.  She is a 
wonderful example of what a positive attitude can achieve.  Well done Wendy. 

• Jenny went to the Multicultural Event on Sunday which was well organised and the music was 
fantastic.  Jenny guessed that approximately more than 2000 people attended. 

• Look out on the Wither Hills – Jenny spoke with the Mayor who indicated that the proposal is going 
to Asset and Services in two weeks’ time.  It should come up in paper prior to the Council meeting 
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and any letters of support from our Forum would be beneficial.  Bea/Rosie to write the letter after 
the Council meeting. 

• Rosie gave an update on the memorial plaques on the Seymour Clock Tower and it appears that 
the RSA has gone a little cold on the idea but they do want to have a replica of the names at the 
Club.  Chris believed that the plaques should be at the Seymour Clock Tower as this is the War 
Memorial for Blenheim.  Robin who is on the Committee of the RSA and to his knowledge nothing 
negative has been expressed to what was discussed previously.  Jenny confirmed the Sowman 
Funeral Directors are still happy to pay for the plaques. Robin will follow this up. 

• Belinda asked that if the Library location is changing and will it be serviced by a bus.  As the new 
site has not been decided on yet, discussions around the services will take place when a site is 
chosen. 

• Jenny talked about the World Health Organisation. There are less than 50 provinces in the world 
who have accreditation and Marlborough is about to be accredited. 

• Linette queried whether Rosie has heard back from the Theatre Trust about installing accessible 
Unisex toilets - there has been no response. 

• Chris asked Rosie about a meeting with Jimmy Watson regarding drop off points for the hoist Taxi. 
Rosie answered that we just need a suitable time to arrange a site visit.  Rosie will coordinate. 

• Nigel informed the group that his organisation is planning an older drivers program on 20 March 
2014. 

• Jenny asked for a show of hand on who was interested in going on the bus to Mitre 10 for the next 
meeting.  Around 7 group members are keen to do this trip.  The group will be meeting at 10.50 am 
at the bus shelter opposite Council on 16 June 2014. 

Closure 
The meeting closed at 4.30 pm. 

Next Meeting 
Monday 16 June 2014 bus trip to Mitre 10. 

Monday 15 September 2014 at 2.30 pm 

Monday 8 December 2014 at 2.30 pm. 

Actions from Meeting 
No. Action Person 

Responsible 

1.  Wither Hill Look Out – in support letter Bea/Rosie 

2.  Arrange a meeting looking at hoist taxi parks in town Rosie 

3.  Organise bus trip and meeting at Mitre 10 Rosie 
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