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Marlborough Roads
Local Road Asset Management Report – November 2013
(Information prepared by F Porter)

R800-007-02

General
November was a busy month for the Joint Venture with work on completing storm and earthquake
damage as well as undertaking routine maintenance work and pre-reseal preparations ahead of the
summer rehabilitation programme.
A rain event at the end of the month hit the Picton and Port Underwood areas with in excess of 150 mm
recorded in Waikawa. The rain caused a washout at Staces Bridge (Robin Hood Bay) which closed Port
Underwood road for two days.
The network is in good order with positive feedback received from some rural areas after grading, and
various pavement repairs (Cable Station Road, Onahau Road, Kenepuru Road and Awatere Valley Road.
Post-earthquake levelling work was undertaken on sections of SH 1 south of Seddon with speed
restrictions now removed.

Financial commentary
Expenditure after the first five months of the financial year is tracking below budget for both maintenance
and renewals. The maintenance expenditure is expected to remain within budget. Renewals are
expected to be fully expensed at the end of the coming construction season.
The non-subsidised (Roading Related Works) is below budget. This will pick up as the construction
season starts and renewals programmes (footpath, kerb and channel) start in the New Year.
The attached chart indicates the funding assisted maintenance and renewals expenditure.
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Monthly activities
Network Outcomes Contract
The new Network Outcomes Contract is achieving good results. A new Regional Manager has been
appointed and will start in the New Year. This manager will head up the HEB/Opus joint venture.
The first Operational Performance Measure audit of the sealed network was completed with no nonconformance being identified. Also the first two monthly audit of unsealed roads was completed; one nonconformance for roughness was identified on Taylor Pass Rd. These audits are undertaken based on a
randomly generated sample of roads.
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Health and safety reporting is a regular feature of monthly reporting. Four “near miss” and three “first aid
injuries” were reported. No serious incidents were reported.

Marlborough Roads activities
Marlborough Roads staff and the maintenance contract manager in particular are operating alongside JV
management staff at the JV base in Riverlands. Good working relationships are well established.
The Highway Manager (Marlborough Roads) attended the final session of the HEB/Opus JV board
meeting.
The office conducted an “off-site” staff workshop. The focus of the workshop was business planning,
engagement and resourcing. Our facilitator was a senior manager within the Transport Agency.
Wayne Oldfield and Steve Murrin attended the ARRB, Low Volume Roads Conference in Cairns and
jointly presented a paper on the Marlborough Roads model and operations of the Network Outcomes
Contract.

Project Status
State Highways
Construction of the SH 1/Alabama Intersection (Butter Factory Corner) Safety Improvements is
substantially complete. Some “chip-roll” at the Alabama Road intersection has caused tracking of
bitumen and is being monitored in the “defects liability” period.
Safety Improvements works are progressing on SH 1 between Picton and Blenheim. This work mainly
involves installation of barrier rails. These rails will reduce the severity of any run-off-road crashes.
Marlborough Roads have circulated draft design drawings for the SH 6 Springlands Intersections project
and have commenced the final round of community consultation with adjacent residents. Some further
consultation will occur in December. “Final draft” drawings will be worked up incorporating changes that
result from the consultation.
The safety improvements at the SH6/Bells/St Leonards intersection were tendered, closing in December.
Higgins Contractors were awarded the Dashwood Overbridge and Realignment contract. Site
establishment will occur in December and works will get underway in earnest in the New Year.

Local Roads
Construction of the replacement Pine Valley No. 2 Bridge is underway.
The Torea Jetty replacement is substantially complete.

Communications
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table
identifies some of those contacts during the month.
Police, Road Safety Coordinator, Transport Agency
Kenepuru Ratepayers
D’Urville Island
Cissy Bay
Tunakino Valley Road
Blind River Loop
Mount Riley
Grassmere Road

Marlborough Road Safety Action Plan Meeting
Roading Issues
Roading Issues
Roading Issues
Roading Issues
Roading Issues
Roading Issues
Roading Issues
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Customer database information
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for November:
Compliment
Complaint
General Communication
Incident Response
Planning
Physical Works Request
Request for Service
Query
Services Application

4
0
0
44
0
0
65
0
0

(4%)
(0%)
(0%)
(39%)
(0%)
(0%)
(58%)
(0%)
(0%)

Road Safety
Crash statistics
The MVA reported incidents in October are as summarised below:

Fatal
Serious
Minor
Non-Injury
Rural
Urban
Total

State Highway
0
1
3
2
5
1
12

Local Road
0
0
2
8
2
8
20

These reported crashes are taken from the Transport Agency’s Crash Analysis System.

Health and Safety
As advised above, no significant contractor health and safety issues have arisen over the month period.

Local Road Asset Management Report – December 2013
(Information prepared by F Porter)

R800-007-02

General
December has seen a good effort getting all roads in good order prior to the Christmas holiday period. A
scheduled grade of the Port Underwood Road occurred between Christmas and New Year. Some of the
very steep sections of road along this route are extremely challenging to keep in good condition.
Marlborough Roads are proposing stabilisation works on the worst sections to improve the level of
service.
Following storm damage in the eastern Sounds in November full reinstatement of the Port Underwood
and Tumbledown Bay Roads was completed.
Pre-reseal preparations ahead of the summer rehabilitation programme continued.
All works are generally progressing on programme.
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General
Expenditure continues to tracking below budget. At the same time in recent years road maintenance
budgets have been under pressure. There is no doubt the Network Outcomes Contract with HEB
Construction is providing a sound platform for our scheduled programme and is assisting through
Marlborough Roads’ direct management in delivering within budgets. There is more pressure on renewals
budgets; Marlborough Roads expects to not exceed budget limits.
Emergency Reinstatement costs have been a significant unbudgeted but unavoidable cost. Expenditure
to date is $1.14m (budget $250,000) burden
The non-subsidised (Roading Related Works) is below budget. As advised in the November Report this
will pick up as the construction season starts and renewals programmes (footpath, kerb and channel) get
underway.
The following chart indicates the funding assisted maintenance and renewals expenditure.

Monthly Activities
Network Outcomes Contract
The new Network Outcomes Contract is operating successfully. The recently appointed Regional
Manager starts in the New Year.
The resurfacing of SH 6 through Renwick caused some concern for Renwick residents. To resurface with
asphalt was not an option for the Transport Agency as pavement life of this type of surface (previously
installed as a levelling layer) is highly uneconomic. A very small chip applied as a preparatory seal coat
as a base for the future chip-seal resulted in some localised areas of seal “bleeding” with excess chip
being flicked onto footpaths and berms. A month on, the surface is settling down and initial problems
have been resolved. Marlborough Roads acknowledges the temporary nuisance this must have caused
to residents.

Marlborough Roads Activities
Marlborough Roads periodically undertake independent audit reviews of road condition. The
maintenance contract manager is getting out and about across the network either with or without the
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contractor. An example of this auditing is the attached roughness measurement for Waikakaho Road.
This road is currently used for logging. The roughness count was undertaken in mid-January; it is
indicative of (and will be worse than) the level of service provided during December. The count for a
smoothing intervention or grading is at a count of 300. The count does not exceed this along any point of
the road.

Project Status
State Highways
Construction of the SH1/Alabama Intersection (Butter Factory Corner) Safety Improvements is complete.
The “chip-roll” at the Alabama Road intersection causing tracking of bitumen is settling down. Some
additional pavement remarking has been required within the “defects liability” period.
Safety Improvements works are progressing on SH 1 between Picton and Blenheim. This work mainly
involves installation of barrier rails.
Marlborough Roads have completed consultation and are preparing final draft drawings for the SH 6
Springlands Intersections project. There is general community acceptance of the proposals.
A contract for the safety improvements at the SH 6/Bells/St Leonards intersection has been let to Crafar
Crouch.
Higgins Contractors have established on site at the Dashwood Overbridge and Realignment contract site.
Preliminary environmental drainage works have been done with work to get underway in January.

Local Roads
Construction of the replacement Pine Valley No. 2 Bridge is well underway.
The Torea Jetty replacement is complete.

The Nicholson Street and Kirk Street kerb and channel work is complete in Renwick
In Spring Creek, the Frederick Street footpath and kerb and channel is complete
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The New Renwick Road kerb and channel is installed.

Communications
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table identifies some of
those contacts during the month.

Health and Forestry sector
Kenepuru Ratepayers
Tasman Forests
Waikakaho Road
Wakamarina Road

Dust ILM
Roading Issues
Roading Issues
Roading Issues
Roading Issues

Customer database information
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for December
Compliment
Complaint
General Communication
Incident Response
Planning
Physical Works Request
Request for Service
Query
Services Application

3
8
0
45
2
0
42
0
0

(3%)
(8%)
(0%)
(45%)
(2%)
(0%)
(42%)
(0%)
(0%)

Road Safety
Crash Statistics
The MVA reported incidents in December are as summarised below:

Fatal
Serious
Minor
Non-Injury
Rural
Urban
Total

State Highway
0
1
2
5
3
5
16

Local Road
0
0
1
6
0
7
14

These reported crashes are taken from the Transport Agency’s Crash Analysis System.

Health & Safety
As advised above, no significant contractor health and safety issues have arisen over the month period.
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Rivers and Drainage Section
River Works Activity Report
(Information prepared by G Dick, B Williman, R Fitzgerald, S Bezar, K McFall, L Kuta, D Aires)
R700-014-01

Wairau River
General maintenance
Routine work completed included some minor stopbank and bank edge repairs at several locations,
further stopbank mowing, burning of vegetation piles and release-berm mowing around newly planted
block have been completed.
A start has been made on a major repair to Groyne 19, the upper most training bank/strong head groyne
at Upper Condors. The Wairau was threatening to outflank the groyne. Repairs consist of strengthening
the rock work at the groyne had, and then extending the existing rock lining in land to reduce any future
risk of outflanking. The work is about 50% complete at time of writing this report.

Bothams Bend flow split
The “snout” at Bothams Bend has been re-built and rock armoured to arrest on-going erosion at this
location over the last 50 years. The rebuilt berm was formed from excavated river gravels and then the
bank edge armoured with quarry rock from our Pukaka Quarry. Total berm fill placed was 7,800 m³ and
2,855 tonne of rock was carted and placed to form the new rock-line to protect the “snout” into the future.
Some silts/topsoil excavated from an island down the Diversion will be used to finish off the newly formed
area and sown to grass in autumn.
The fuse plug on the erodible bank was also reinstated in December following completion of the new rock
work.

Lower Wairau Stopbank Upgrade - Jones Road
Fulton Hogan has begun the upgrade of the 600 m long section of stopbank upstream of the Blenheim
Rowing Club. The capital project is a mix of earthworks, drainage, and roading works with completion
expected in approximately five weeks.
This project is one of four stopbank sections on the Lower Wairau scheduled for upgrade and will result in
effectively a new section of stopbank built to height and to our standard stopbank profile. Much of this
section of bank has been untouched since its original build a century or so ago. Adjacent berm shaping
works will ensure the section of Jones Road in the floodway is protected to about a 5-7 year return period
standard to minimise flooding nuisance to local landowners and those using the rowing club facilities etc.

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries
Upper Opawa
Herbicide injections have been undertaken upstream of the SH 1 bridge (camp ground ) and downstream
in the Budge Street area to control aggressive weed growth .

Spring Creek
Due to staff concern over high water levels Spring Creek was also sprayed prior to Christmas. Water
levels are being monitored and if lower levels are not obtained another herbicide application will be
undertaken in March. The annual application of herbicide has been an effective management option for
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the creek and is widely accepted, but with an effective weed control period of only 270 days it is inevitable
that some years a follow up spray application will be required..

Tuamarina River
Rivers staff are working with Fish & Game to regain machine access to the Boat Point water level
recorder which will then “hopefully” enable the upper section of the Tuamarina River in the Para swamp to
be machine cleared of channel obstructions and large sediment deposits. The purpose of the work is to
maintain flood capacity in the central channel for the benefit of upstream landowners while retaining water
levels in the swamp that enable Fish & Game to progress their restoration work.
The first stage of the work was a herbicide injection in the vicinity of Boat Point recorder prior to Xmas to
knock back the aquatic weed and so lower water levels. Once we enter Dry summer conditions we then
plan to raise the existing ford and metal the old access track to the recorder. The planned follow on
dredging of vegetation obstructions and silt deposits from the main channel will likely have to wait until
next financial year.
A herbicide injection has also been undertaken below the Rail Bridge to assist in maintaining drainage
levels within the Tuamarina Pocket area.

Are Are Creek
Re-battering and some minor erosion control work (riprap) have been completed at active erosion sites.

Gibsons Creek (just downstream of Waihopai intake)
SVIS intake works carried out 19 November 2013 & 20 December 2013. Council owned land along
terraces at Fareham Lane have been tazzed (weedeated) to knock back noxious plants/woody weed
species.
Wind-blown trees have been removed from various locations where they had caused damage and were
restricting the channel-carrying capacity of the waterway.

School Creek, Renwick
This was tazzed (weed-eated) again (second time this year) in December.

Wairau Valley Township
Willows have been removed from Walker Stream on Hillersden Farm on the upstream side of the SH 63
Bridge. This clearing of vegetation should reduce the frequency of flood waters breaking out and entering
Tims Creek, which contributes to flooding along Morse Street when rare weather events occur. This does
not solve the Morse Street flooding issue discussed with the community, but will help mitigate the extent
of flooding effects.
Bulk concrete from an old saw mill that was left in the channel around Morse Street many years ago is
also being removed from the channel to allow water to freely flow. This should also help mitigate
localized flooding.

Wither Hills
Release spraying around newly planted areas has been completed. 34 Ha of aerial spraying of woodyweed species (predominantly gorse and broom) was completed. A block of boxthorn in the Wither
Catchment has been hand cut and swabbed.
A Council field trip was held on Friday 17 January which included a power point presentation on the
history of soil conservation on the Withers. A proposed new 10 year work programme is being prepared
that address changes resulting from urban development, ongoing recreational interest, and some
deferred maintenance. A report detailing this proposal will be submitted to Council in due course.
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Drainage
Routine maintenance completed includes;
•

Further willows were removed from the Tuamarina Lagoon to reduce branch debris lodging on the
pump house screen. It is planned to eventually remove as many of these trees as possible from the
lagoon perimeter

•

Wind-blown poplars removed from Blind Creek which were blocking the flow of the creek.

•

Drain excavations completed included: Wells Drain, Thomas Road outlet, Blind Creek outlet, Drain A
& B, Town Branch outlet, Fulton’s Creek outlet, High Street inlet. Some 2,194 metres in total.

•

An algal/sludge rake with an adapted mesh sock competed on Jeffries Drain -105 metres. This
maintenance operation is likely to become an annual requirement for this drain due to it growing large
volumes of algae. A new intercept screen is also being planned for this drain and pump house.

•

A culvert and gate have been installed between two property owners on Drain “O” in Rapaura to
improve access for drainage maintenance. Opportunities for improving access are constantly being
considered and discussed with landowners. Easy and unencumbered access helps to keep drain
spraying costs to an acceptable level, and reduces claims for damage to plants and property.

•

A meeting was held with the Grovetown Lagoon committee to discuss their plans for walking access
along our maintenance track

•

The spring drain spraying schedule was 95% completed by Christmas time with no major issues
arising. The lush spring season ensured ample and vigorous weed growth in the drain network.

Lower Opawa River
The Opawa Loop was injected during the week of 25 November 2013 and will be inspected for a followup autumn application at that time.

Lower Opawa River stopbank upgrading
Hardings Road
A 220 m length of stopbank has been reconstructed and sown to grass. This now completes 6 km of
upgrading over several years of the right stopbank below Malthouse Road. Fill material was obtained
from Malthouse Reserve stockpiles.
Crack willow has been removed along the river edge and in collaboration with the property owner’s
riparian planting will be undertaken

Dillons Point
A 190 m length of old stopbank has been reconstructed and sown. Fill material was obtained from the
adjacent river berm which was lowered by half a metre. A further 400 m of the old “horse scoop” banks
in this area require major reconstruction but fill material is difficult to obtain.

Murphys Creek
Murphys Creek was injected with herbicide in December. A couple of sections of hand clearing was also
completed following property owners concern over excessive in stream and margin weed growth.
Weed growth at the stream margins continues to be a visual problem and a further herbicide spray/
manual is proposed in February following notification to residents.
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Stormwater Pumping Stations
Swamp Road
Both pumps have had a major recondition and are operational. After 17 years duty repairs were
necessary as the mild steel fabricated sections were found to be out of alignment causing shaft wear.
Epoxy coatings have been used to extend the working life of the pumps.

Grovetown No. 2
The motor starter for the stand by pump has failed and needs replacing . A “soft start” system will be used
and is being assembled in Christchurch. The pump is currently inoperable but should be operating in 28
days.

Woolley and Jones
The duty pump has been removed and reconditioned with new shaft and bearings and below water cast
iron sections coated with epoxy. Excessive impellor overheating and wear is thought to have been
caused by nylon binder twine fragments being picked up and impeding water flow to the rubber bearings.
This is difficult to combat as farming operations inevitably create waste and debris screen clearances will
enable string fragments to pass into the pump sump. Water flow to the rubber bearings has been
modified to provide greater flow.
The standby pump has also now been removed and has been found to have similar wear problems.

Main Street Pumping Station upgrade
Discussions with the landowner have proceeded and agreement in principle reached. Council now has
entry permission to undertake rock protection and stopbank upgrading necessary prior to pump house
construction.
Opus has been requested to investigate further electrical supply options, and compensation valuations
are being prepared for further discussion with the property owner.

Mechanical Weedcutter: River Queen MSA 122246
A partial weed cut of the Lower Opawa was undertaken prior to Xmas up to the Riverside Park area
Further clearance of aquatic weed in town was undertaken manually from a small barge.
The programmed weedcut in January commenced but severe mechanical failure occurred to the cutter
bar anchorages and rams .and subsequent collapse of equipment has damaged pontoon sections
Works are underway to improve and strengthen main frame elements and anchorages and re weld
damaged pontoons. Repairs are nearing completion so that a cut should be commenced early in
February.

Riverlands Floodway -15 Valley Stream
Gabion works have been completed at the culvert entrance under Cloudy Bay Drive to give a higher
standard of stopbank freeboard at this point. “Green” gabions with bio-degradable fabric linings have
been installed and some indication of a grass strike is evident.
In collaboration with the owners of an adjacent winery development Council has carried out
improvements to the eastern stream bank and floodway berm area to improve flood capacity and enable
future tractor maintenance mowing to be undertaken.

Floodway Reserves
•

An access ramp over the main Wairau stop-bank has been constructed for the new lessee’s at
Reserve 42, Jeffries Rd so that heavy equipment, loaded trucks wine harvesters and the like can
safely enter and exit the site.
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•

The scout site at the Waihopai Bridge has been mown in preparation for summer scout activity.

•

The Blenheim Rowing Club had its annual makeover of grass mowing, road grading etc in
preparation for the Marlborough Rowing Champs.

•

Tree clearing under the Nelson circuit power lines was undertaken at Foxes Island adjacent to the
SPCA by contractors Electronet.

•

A monitoring well head at Foxes Island that was damaged by grass mowing activities has been
repaired and marked for future avoidance.

•

Soil tests in the Upper Opawa have been carried out as part of a monitoring exercise on floodway
land that previously had winery waste water discharged onto it.

•

A block of pine trees on the Tuamarina Track has been harvested following some wind-fall damage to
the block and due to the probability of further wind damage to the trees. This woodlot will be
windrowed and then replanted in the winter.

•

The Upper Opawa floodway lease land behind Lansdowne Park is under notice for the Sports Park
developments. The current lessee is willing to continue to lease the balance of the land from now,
and following the sports ground development.

•

The lease of the Dashwood Timber site at Foxes Island has expired and is now up for renewal. A site
visit has been undertaken in order to determine the extent of the ground contamination issues at the
site before it is re-leased or publically advertised for lease. There will be cost issues to discuss with
the existing lessee for required remediation work to clean up the site and make it suitable for public
tender.

Picton, Sounds and Awatere
Okiwi Bay
An application for a Land Use Consent (filling) along Renata Road has required the involvement of staff
time to consider options to mitigate the chronic flooding problems occurring on Council reserve land
(trailer park/community centre). A collaborative effort between the consent applicant and Council and the
undertaking of further works should result in some drainage improvements.

Waikawa and Waitohi Rivers
The Waitohi triple culverts have had the internal walls cleaned of marine growth to maximise the floodcarrying capacity of the culverts. The first round of waterway grass cutting (tazzing) has been completed
in waterways in both Picton and Waikawa.
Significant time was spent cleaning up after strong wind events and the numerous storm events over the
last spring. Debris strewn across the tidal zone at the mouth of the Waikawa has also been picked up
and removed.

Havelock
A resource consent is being prepared for a new access culvert in Wilson Street, Havelock. Staff are
assisting the landowner with this installation to fix up emergency works put in place following past flooding
and ensure a good flood capacity is achieved along this tributary stream.

Investigation and Miscellaneous
A detailed hydrological study of the western side of Blenheim has been completed with results used in a
future demand hydraulic study for stormwater in this rezoned area. A report is currently being drafted to
provide insight into infrastructure upgrade requirements.
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A cross section survey project has been commissioned on the Branch River to model the high discharge
rating curve. This study will refine the rating of the Branch River recorder, which is the main variable in
Wairau River flood predictions and warning.
Another successful university student summer employment has just come to an end. This summer we
finalised urban stormwater field data capture as well as advancing the geocoding and mapping of
historical flood photos.

Gravel Extraction
Gravel extraction figures for the 10 month period up to 31 December 2013 are as follows:
Wairau River
Reach (Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry
Road Bridge), where annual allocation has been
3
reduced to 135,000 m for 2013/14.
Other rivers within in the district (incl. Sounds,
Upper Wairau & Awatere)
Total to date for the Marlborough District

99,513 m

3

(74% of annual allocation)
43,429 m3
142,942 m3



Stockpile sales for March – December 2013 are: 2,397 m3.



Below is a plot of gravel extraction in the Wairau River for the ‘Waihopai confluence to the Ferry
Bridge’ reach. The allocation has been reduced from 245,000 m3/yr in 2012/13 to 135,000 m3/yr
for 2013/14.

Quarries
Pukaka
The quarry was shot again before Christmas to try and build up our rock stockpiles following completion
of the Bothams Bend works. Our quarry contractor is also flat out crushing available by-product to meet
expected demand for summer construction works.
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Hillersden
A Request for Interest was advertised for the lease of this quarry to see if private contractors could make
some value of the existing by-product stockpiles and then establish a stockpile of armour rock for use by
local landowners etc.
Despite strong initial interest only one proposal was received - from Simcox Construction Ltd. This is a
well prepared proposal but offered terms of only minor financial benefit to Council and no guarantees of a
competitively priced rock resource available to local landowners.
It is proposed not to enter into a formal lease agreement with Simcox rather the quarry will remain in
Council’s direct management and access to the quarry will be made available to suitably qualified
contractors on a case by case basis.
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Planning and Development Section
Picton Sewer, Picton Water and Effluent Reuse
(Information prepared by S Donaldson

W460-002-005-01, W430-003-005-01

Picton water is operating close to the capacity of its two water sources. Developing a third source of water
with treatment is estimated to cost $17M or more. The cost of a third source is so prohibitively expensive,
that all efforts need to go into managing the water supply to keep within the capacity of the current two
sources.
Recycling Picton sewage treatment plant effluent (water recycling) would offer an alternative source of
‘water’ for specific uses which would otherwise come from the water supply. Recycled water is available
in droughts and is reliable.
Recycling reduces the amount of effluent being discharged into Picton Harbour.
Council has embarked on a project to replace most of the trunk sewer from Waikawa Bay foreshore to the
Waitohi Domain, Dublin Street. There is the opportunity of installing an effluent recycle pipeline with the
proposed Picton trunk sewer pipeline replacement. This would be much more economical and less
disruptive to residents and road users than laying a reuse pipe separately in the future.
A report will be presented to the committee when the following work is completed:
•

Costing the recycle pipeline

•

Costing advanced treatment of the Picton sewage treatment plant effluent so that it could be
used in many applications but would still not be suitable for drinking, food preparation, bathing
or personal washing

•

Discussions with the main water users in Picton who may be interested in a recycle scheme.
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Services & Operations
Education Report Term 4, 2013
(Information prepared by A McDonald, Education Officer)

E340-001-001

Enviroschools
Aims:

To successfully manage and facilitate all Enviroschools in the
programme. This includes comprehensive staff training for new
schools; support and professional development for schools
taking on theme areas of the Enviroschools programme,
assistance with schools who are taking on action projects and
reflection on the programme including facilitation of
Enviroschools’ reflections.
There are 25 Enviroschools in Marlborough in the
Enviroschools programme and the Marlborough Kindergarten
Association. This equates to 80% of our schools.

Outcomes:
•

Three more schools have sucessfully completed Enviroschools
Reflections. Congratulations to Picton and Waikawa Bay who
have achieved the Bronze level of Enviroschools and
Grovetown who becomes the fourth school in the Marlborough
region to gain a Silver level.

•

Grovetown School hosted the start of our Student
Leadership Day and shared their projects which
included a school beehive, school chickens with a
coup built by the students and their impressive
native nursery.

•

The third Student Leadership Day was run in
partnership with DOC at Grovetown Lagoon. 60
students and 15 teachers attended the day and
took part in a number of activities . ( See attached
report).

•

A number of staff meetings and teacher
workshops have been held to prepare with
schools for 2014 and there are four more at the
beginning of term 1.

•

The Top of the South Enviroschools teams met with the national manager for Enviroschools to
review the year and look at collaborative planning for 2014. This will include the opportunities to
attend workshops in both Nelson and Marlborough for teachers as well as plans for a bus tour to
their region for Marlborough teachers in Enviroschools.

•

Our application to the Enviroschools Regional Capacity Fund was successful. This is a fund to
allow for growth and development in our region. (Copy attached).

•

An application has been made to the Community and Environment Fund for an organic food
waste reduction project that will be piloted with a group of families in Marlborough Kindergartens.
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General Schools Programmes
Aims:

To encourage schools to reduce waste and conserve water use and provide opportunities for
learning. Planning meetings have been held with two schools who have requested tours to the
Resource Recovery Centre and landfill as well as the water treatment plant as part of their
Enviroschools school wide themes for 2014.

Kid’s Edible Gardens
Aims:

To successfully manage and facilitate the Kids’ Edible Garden programme. This includes
developing resources to support the programme, training and professional development for
teachers and facilitators.
There are currently 20 Kids’ Edible Garden schools in Marlborough.

.Outcomes:
•

The Kids’ Edible Garden programme has
completed another successful year with all
schools opting to continue in the programme for
2014 under the new funding model and two new
schools requesting to join from July 2014.

•

Schools have been providing us with outlines of
how they will run this programme next year and
there are some exciting developments in place. A
number of schools are now extending their
gardens, reusing or recycling materials for new
beds , such as the mussel floats at Fairhall
School being prepared for strawberry plants or
adding outdoor classrooms and tunnel houses
and summer bean tepee huts.

•

We have been invited to present at the New
Zealand Australian Environmental Education
conference held biannually on the Marlborough
Kids’ Edible Garden programme and share our
evaluation report as well as our next steps for the
programme. The conference is being held in
Christchurch in January 2014.

•

School garden facilitators had the opportunity to
attend an organic gardening or fruit tree
workshop as part of the Garden Marlborough
programme In November. These were well
attended by facilitators.

Sustainable Living
Aims:

To link the Sustainable Living single topics to the Enviroschools theme areas. This allows for
schools to offer single topic seminars to their school community on topics that students are
studying from the Enviroschools theme areas which include waste, water, living landscapes,
ecological buildings and energy.

Outcomes:
•

A talk was given on sustainable shopping and we had a feature in the Marlborough Express on
January 8 to encourage residents to “go a little greener” for 2014.

•

Check out our website for more household information
http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/Environment/Environmental-Education/Living-MoreSustainably.aspx.
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Waste Management and Minimisation Service Contract
(2013/13)
(Information prepared by A McNeil)

C315-13-13-06

The following is information on the process and outcomes for the above contract:

Background
The tender process for Contract 2013/13 was approved by Council in May 2013. A request for
expressions of interest (REOI) was issued and responses received from eight companies in July 2013.
The REOI covered three current contracts: the operation of the recycling centres, the operation of the
transfer station facilities and the kerbside collection services. The REOI also gave information on the
proposed Commercial and Industrial Sorting Facility (CIF).
The consensus of the submissions indicated that a consolidated contract approach would result in
synergies and savings and that a seven year contract term would provide a commercially acceptable
return on investment. Submissions also indicated that the CIF was financially feasible and should be
included in the next stage of the process.
After evaluation five companies were invited to a closed request for proposal (RFP). All companies
submitted their proposals in November 2013.
After evaluation Metallic Sweeping (1998) Limited was selected as the preferred proposer. Subsequent
negotiations with this company have concluded with the signing of a contract in December 2013.

Contract Outcomes
The following summarise the outcomes of the contract:
•

Consolidated contract
o

Seven year +2+2 term

o

Price linked to CPI

•

Within existing budget

•

Increased material diversion

•

Expansion of re-use network

•

Improved container/collection of recycling

•

Development of Ward RTS

•

GPS access to kerbside routes

•

Enhanced reporting function
o

Move towards live data capture

•

Mobile billboards on kerbside trucks for Council use (predominantly waste/recycling)

•

Increased capacity at coinskips

•

Development of Resource Centre education facility

•

No major changes to kerbside routes

Assets & Services Committee – 11 February 2014 - Page 19

•

Truck capacity for expansion of kerbside to Renwick - option

•

Development of CIF – option

•

Development of co-mingled collection - option

Issues for the Community
The following summarises the issues that the community will face through this contract:
•

New contractor on kerbside routes

•

Engaging the community in new material diversion initiatives

•

Raising education and awareness
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Emergency Management Activity Report
(Information prepared by J Foley/G Spence)

C090-01

Marlborough Kaikoura Rural Fire Authority (MKRFA)
MDC Zone Update
To date there have been 14 vegetation fire calls
cross the enlarged rural fire district. Some of the
more significant calls have been the Flagg Bay
fire that occurred at 14:55hrs on 21 December.
First reports were a tree against power lines.
Within half an hour a fire had taken hold of the
surrounding scrub destroying one house and
seven out buildings. Fire suppression efforts
were hampered due to location, access,
shortage of firefighting water for crews and the
amount of smoke being produced.
Crews from the Picton volunteer fire brigade,
Koromiko, Rarangi, Blenheim and Waihopai fire
rural forces were involved along with a crew
from the Department of Conservation.
Six helicopters were in operation at the height of the fire. Without the support of aerial crews we could
have lost another nine houses. Pilots were flying in what could only be described as very hazardous
conditions with strong winds and extremely poor visibility due to smoke.
It took three days to extinguish this fire to a stage we would consider it safe.
The cause of the fire was a tree falling into an 11kV power line causing it to arc setting dry scrub alight.
Every year railway operations cause a number
of fires whether it’s the train itself or contract
crews carrying out track maintenance.
14 January at around 11.00 am a fire occurred
by the overhead bridge south of Seddon.
The fire was started by track crews cutting rail
track in preparation for welding. Sparks from
cutting equipment set fire to the dry grass along
the track edge quickly spreading uphill into the
trees and paddock.
Quick work by responding crews prevented this
fire from becoming a large uncontrolled fire.
Crews from the Seddon fire brigade, Awatere
and Blenheim rural fire forces were on site for around three hours containing and mopping up the fire.
20 January saw another fire start at Seaview at the end of Flemmings Road in Seddon. The morning was
warm and still, the only saving grace was the lack of wind.
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The day before was 27° with a very
strong sea breeze blowing. The fire
quickly burnt through dry tussock fuels
uphill into wilding pine trees.
Once again crews form the Seddon fire
brigade, Awatere and Blenheim rural
fire forces were the initial response
crews with a Department of
Conservation crew coming into allow
fire crews to get back to their stations.
A helicopter from Marlborough
Helicopters was used to supress the
fire burning amongst the tress as it was
too dangerous to commit crews into
this area. The cause of this fire is
unknown.

Training
2014 will prove to be another busy year with 20 weekend training courses planned over and above the
fortnightly training carried out by most rural crews.
Courses will be held across the enlarge fire district from Kaikoura to Blenheim and range from personal
safety, working with heavy machinery, 4x4 driving, working safely around aircraft to fire behaviour.
We have also undertaken the training of every volunteer fire fighter with the NZ Fire Service (NZFS) in
Marlborough to put them through the rural fire training required by the NZFS.

Overseas Deployments
Australia is once again experiencing very hot and dry conditions with a number of states experiencing
uncontrollable wild fire. A request has been made to the National Rural Fire Authority (NRFA) for
assistance from NZ crews. 22 people have been requested including task force leaders which will be
deployed to Victoria. Crews from Blenheim have been advised they will be amongst the first to be
deployed.
Over the last 2-3 years Blenheim Crews have more than proved themselves in Australia, we wish those
departing a safe and successful deployment.

Total Fire Ban
As of Thursday the 6 February a total fire ban was imposed across the Marlborough District Council Rural
Fire zone, including urban areas.
Although frequent rain is still falling it is doing nothing to substantially reduce the fire risk. Long dry grass
quickly dries out and is available to burn within a day or so of any rain.
Banning all burning will greatly reduce the chance of an escaped burn occurring, a total fire ban was
imposed around the same time last year.

Emergency Management
Earthquakes / Preparedness
Last year’s earthquakes are still on most peoples mind with some interest coming from a number of
businesses and organisations asking how they can be more prepared especially around business
continuity. Two such presentations are planned for the next week or so to Villa Maria Wines and OPUS
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Neighbourhood Support :
Enquiries from residents interested in forming Neighbourhood Support Group have been consistent with
approximately 60 groups now having made contact with us. The new look logo has been approved by
Neighbourhood Support NZ so we will commence applying it to various collateral and material. We will
soon be organising a get together with the street contacts.

District Emergency Response Teams.
Most areas are now up and running; especially pleasing to see Linkwater now has quite a strong team
headed up by Sandy Templeton and Chris Faulls. All radios are now in place and those that are in
schools will be starting their “ Comms” check next week once schools are back. Picton Emergency
Response Centre was recently put on standby to support evacuees of the Flagg Bay fire if necessary.

Training
Currently looking at a training curriculum for IMT managers and teams as well as a basic set of SOP’s for
arriving at the EOC in response to an emergency event.

EMIS
Katie Tanner has today completed her first catch up session for 2014 with the EMIS op’s team with all
members present and going well. She will start training once a month from February onwards but send
through various exercises in between times. An application for another years funding for EMIS training
has just been presented.

Emergency Response Team
A core group of six members has been established. Equipment and PPE sorted and soon due for handing
out. Training will start with kit familiarisation then onto vehicle and trailer handling and set up. We have
handpicked these members so far, with the idea that as further members join they can be on trained by
the existing team.

Community Resilience
We have started an advertising campaign with Mediaworks around being prepared at home, at school
and as a community with strong mention to Neighbourhood Support. Since before Christmas there has
been a number of voice ad’s outlining what Marlborough Emergency Management do as an organisation.
There are three kinds of scripts played over six radio stations in Marlborough. Next week sees the start of
a regular interview session done every fortnight for approximately three months with Glen and Natasha.
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Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report
(Information prepared by R Bartlett, R Hutchinson,
R Dunn, N Crous, E Oldridge, R Blackburn, M Morgan)

R510-009-000-01

Blenheim Parks and Reserves
Pollard Park
Maintenance has been the main priority over the last month, keeping gardens weeded, plants deadheaded and lawns mowed.
The Potager is being well used and harvested by the public; lots of berries have been picked and enjoyed
along with vegetables. Vegetables have been slow with the changing weather this year.
Marlborough Lines is working in the park at the moment replacing some of the wiring that runs some of
the tree lights. They have had to bring in a small digger to dig up old problem wires and have replaced
wiring and starting to replace some of the light fittings.
The park has been very well used over the last few weeks with passengers from cruise boats and families
on holiday.

Seymour Square
The annual beds have been weeded and hoed twice since Christmas to keep them looking good. Staff
have started to dead head the annuals as needed.
The rose gardens and other borders have been weeded and trimmed.
Replaced manifold and five valves in the fountain pump room. The valves control the flow of water to the
rings in the fountain which controls the height of the water jets. This now allows the water jets to create
different water movements which the fountain has been designed for.
There has been a lot of praise for the parks from the public.

A&P Park
A 100 mm water main cracked during the night this past week, flooding the park and backyards of some
properties in Howick Road. This has now been replaced.

Eric Young Reserve
Staff have been unsuccessful, even with help of local residents, in stopping vehicles driving through this
reserve from Robalan Place to Westhaven Place and return. Bollards have been installed at the
Westhaven end of the reserve.

College Park
Staff continue to have problems with a four wheeled motor bike using College Park as their private track.
All efforts to negotiate a solution have been unsuccessful. Serving of papers is the next course of action.

Riverside Park
The opening of the Marlborough Lines Pocket Park was held on 4 February which included the unveiling
of a kinetic sculpture.
A set of concrete steps from the park into Riverside will be constructed shortly. It was decided not to start
this work until the official opening as completion time was not able to be guaranteed prior to opening.
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The Reserves and Rivers sections have been working closely with Marlborough Lines, and the landscape
architect to ensure the steps compliment the park. The steps will be paid for with existing budgets.
The old wooden steps beside the Sinclair Street Bridge will be removed creating a far more pleasant
experience for users of the Taylor River, entering and exiting the Reserve. The new steps will also create
less flood hazard as a result of their design and placement further away from the railway bridge.

Sheps’ Park
Council’s rivers section has completed storm water drainage works on the boundaries of the park with
construction of swales on the west, south and east sides of the Park. The excavated material was used
to fill low areas in the northern section of the park which will alleviate very wet conditions in that area of
the park.

Taylor River
Green waste and household rubbish is becoming an issue not only
on the Taylor River but other reserve areas. Green waste in the form
of grass clippings is being dumped onto reserves in greater
quantities and green waste and household rubbish clogging the bins
along the Taylor River is a daily occurrence.
This past month, (December) waste collected from the Blenheim
reserves was 160kg; this has been growing since mid-year 2013,
from a weekly average of 90 kg.
After reviewing this issue a trial will be under taken on the Taylor
River where rubbish bins in close proximity to car parks will be
moved up to 100m away from the car park. It is believed the majority
of those illegally dumping house hold and green waste in and
around the bins are using a vehicle to transport the rubbish, getting
some exercise may help in changing their thought processes.
By moving rather than removing, the bins will still be available to
legitimate users.
For areas where there is evidence of the dumping grass clippings into a reserve, a letter is to be sent to
local residents seeking their assistance to identify the culprits, also the letter will outline how to use or
dispose of the grass clippings or green waste.

Wither Hills Farm Park
Brochure Update
The Discover the Wither Hills Farm Park brochure/map has again been updated, with the mountain bike
park map now included.
Updates have also been done on the Discover Blenheim and Renwick brochure and the Discover the
Central Wairau Plains – Walk Bike brochure. A new Discover the Lower Wairau Plains brochure is soon
to be released, that includes the new Opawa River Track, Wairau Lagoons Track, Riverlands Rail Trail
and Grovetown Lagoon Track amongst others.

Rifle Range Car Park Entrance
Some 300m³ of soil has been placed in the events area and will be spread and sown down to level the
area. This soil was obtained at no cost or cartage fee and will assist greatly in levelling and improving
user safety of this uneven former farm paddock.
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Events
Harrier, mountain bike and duathlon events have been held or are planned in the Farm Park during
January and February.
In excess of 140,000 Farm Park users were recorded on the three track counters in 2013, however this is
only indicative, as there are 13 entrances to the Farm Park.
A Councillor tour of the Farm Park organised by the Rivers Section was held on 17 January 2014, and
soil conservation, recreation, fire and farming operations were discussed.

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage
Upgrade work on the sidle track up to Map Track in Sutherland Stream was completed prior to Christmas.
Further track upgrade work is planned in the mountain bike park, along with additional track work the club
has been involved with.

Weed Control
Gorse scrub cutting has been done around oak trees within the mountain bike park to assist tree
establishment. These trees are slower to establish than pine, however are tougher trees once
established and will stabilise and add a deciduous dimension to the Farm Park.

Renwick Reserves
Renwick Domain
A new artificial cricket strip has been installed on the western turf area of the Domain. The construction,
concrete pad and surface levelling and material, cricket strip, where all paid for by the Renwick
Recreation Association.

Lions Reserve
The stout barrier arm installed on the stopbank (to prevent illegal dumping along the river) was vandalised
over the Christmas period; the perpetrators went to considerable trouble to cut fittings in order to do this.
The damage was noted by the Reserves Ranger and the barrier has been replaced (with improvements).

Rousehill Reserve
Dog signage at the entrances has been damaged and will be replaced.

Awatere and Flaxbourne Reserves
Awatere
The Seddon Hall is back in operation after the ceiling tiles were removed due to earthquake damage. The
reinstatement of the ceiling and foundation works will be prioritised once the design brief has been
established by APL properties.

Picton Reserves
Picton Foreshore
The recent Maritime festival on the foreshore has once again been popular and successful. The ageing
foreshore paddling pool has caused a number of complaints, predominantly about the slippery
surrounding surfacing. Unfortunately there is no easy fix for this and replacing the surfacing would be a
costly exercise. Whilst the proposed installation of a waterplay area (replacing the paddling pool) has
been approved there are still insufficient funds available to go ahead with the project.
The next Picton Foreshore management plan hearing and workshop will be held at Endeavour Pavilion
on Tuesday 28 February.
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Shelley Beach
The ongoing collapse of the turf area (between the roadway and the beach) as a result of the beach
erosion will need to be addressed in the not-too-distant future. The turf area is being constantly
undermined, making it unsafe for beachgoers as well as mower operators and is causing a non-stop loss
of available recreation area.

Endeavour Park
Work continues on upgrading the catch and surface drainage at the Park; existing surface drains have
been enlarged and extra drains installed in some locations. Further work is under way on the site of stage
two to allow easy maintenance.
Two new concrete step structures are being installed. One at the northern end of the Pavilion for player
access to the upper terrace from the change rooms and one off the car park area to the south to allow
access to the lower terrace.
Staff are providing advice to Endeavour Park Pavilion Society about the possible purchase of a play
structure for Endeavour Park, with its location being close to the Pavilion.
The clay cricket block at Endeavour parks is getting its first near full season of use since its installation.
This use is due to the new gravel banding taking water away from around the block.
The pavilion proves to be busy with bookings.
Regular user groups include:
• Body Rock - 5 classes a week
• Zumba - 1 class per week
• Star Dance - 2 classes per week
• Cricket
Casual one-off bookings:
• Maritime NZ meeting
• Port Marlborough Function
• Anglican Church function
• 2 MDC meetings
• Forestry meeting
• Waikawa Bay School event.

Victoria Domain
Downers have replaced a number of “no camping” signs which visitors have conveniently removed.
Sycamore weed control work continues by a local volunteer and a large area has been identified on the
eastern side of the Domain in the Beach Road area. Additional resources will be directed to this area if
budget allows, and Port Marlborough will also be contacted, as this outbreak extends into their adjacent
land.
Pine tree seedling control undertaken through “The Sounds Restoration Trust” late last year has proved
very effective, with a follow-up planned next summer.
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Public Conveniences
Queen Street
The Liz Davidson Place public conveniences were extensively vandalised over the Christmas period,
making it difficult to open all the toilets for the New Year’s Eve function. The vandalism caused a number
of complaints to the Call Care service and prompted the attention of the local press. Repairs were
arranged as soon as possible and two of the three units were open for public use during the event. The
third unit has also since been repaired.

Blenheim High Street
The police and the Reserves Ranger have been asked to keep an eye on this facility at night, as vandals
have been deliberately causing sewerage blockages after 10 pm.

Kinross Street
Vandals also targeted this toilet over the Christmas break, wrecking the door mechanism and causing
other damage. Police believe that they have caught the culprits and court action is expected.

Alfred Street car park
This facility also appears to be in the “vandal zone”, having had mirrors smashed and air vents destroyed
more than once. The facilities are locked between 6 pm and 6 am, but this hasn’t prevented the damage
being done.

Picton public conveniences
The Picton facilities remained mostly vandal-free over the holiday period, apart from ongoing theft of soap
at the Waikawa foreshore facility.

Havelock
One urinal in this facility was vandalised and wrecked over the holiday break.

Seddon
The Seddon public conveniences are still closed due to earthquake damage – two portable toilets have
been supplied and the toilet at the supermarket has been opened to the general public, with Council
providing signage and paying for the cleaning of the facility.
The planned new public toilet building for Seddon was ordered last year and delivery/construction is due
to start in February.
Staff await feedback from the Awatere Community Trust regarding the requirement for a bus shelter to
attached to the structure.

Awarua Park, Spring Creek
The new facility at the Moutere Rugby Club is operating well, the Club committee has asked for “no
camping” signage to be installed.

Cemeteries
Fairhall
Progress with the Natural Burials area on the northern side of the cemetery is due to start again soon.
Contractors have completed an annual report on the state of the cemetery trees and problematic tree
issues will be addressed shortly.
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Omaka
APL will shortly be tendering the removal of the old sexton’s house on the western side, after which the
fencing will be removing and the site incorporated into the cemetery landscaping.

Picton
The construction of the cemetery memorial wall/entrance wall has been completed and a landscape plan
will shortly be developed to complete the project.

Swimming Pools
Picton Pool
Has been open to the public throughout the holiday period.

Seddon Pool
Due to earthquake damage the Seddon pool has been closed this summer. APL is working on the design
brief for the replacement of the pool buildings and repairs to the concrete surrounds.

Street Tree/Plot Contract
Severe wind events over Christmas and the New Year have required additional remedial work to remove
branches and trim trees, impacting on budgets.

Footpath - Overhanging Vegetation Monitoring
Advertising commences in mid-February reminding residents to inspect and trim their property frontages.
Footpath inspections are done by contractors during March/April and May, with reminder notices issued
where overhanging growth obstructs public access. Residents are given 21 days to comply and on a
repeat inspection, if still found to be non-compliant, another letter is sent to the property and to the
property owner, if different. They then have another 21 days to become compliant, or work will be done
and the owner will be invoiced for this work.

Rangers’ Report
(Information prepared by M Morgan/K Hawkins)

R510-006-02 & R510-005-04

Graffiti
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Graffiti has been very low for the month, it is noted that for the 2013 year graffiti recordings are well down
it is hoped this trend continues.

Freedom Camping
Freedom Camping has been to the forefront during the December January period . A separate report on
this matter has been prepared for Council.

General
The December January period has been a particularly busy period.
Illegal dumpings have remained about average with the Wairau River protection area where most
dumpings have occurred. Other areas are isolated reserves in Blenheim, Seddon and Picton (Queen
Charlotte Drive) There has been four separate dumpings of fish skins and bodies found on, High St
Blenheim, Alana Place, Sheps Park and Shakespeare Bay.
Green waste dumpings have remained high with a marked increase in the amount of grass clippings
being dumped. There is still a number of offal dumpings with pigs, deer and sheep being prevalent as well
as the odd dog or cat.
We have dealt with a number of situations such as vehicles driving and causing damage on reserves,
persons damaging gates or fences on reserves, greenwaste being deposited from private properties onto
reserves, persons depositing domestic or commercial rubbish into local bins, motor cycles on the Taylor
River area, persons breaching regulations in watercraft on the Opawa River.
A Mazda Bounty stolen from Nelson and abandoned on the Wairau Reserve area was located and police
informed.
Throughout the December January period there was 13 Infringement Notices issued for various related
matters.

Road Safety Coordinator Update
(Information prepared by R Blackburn)

R800-005-001

General
A further meeting was held in late November to discuss road safety issues around schools. The purpose
of these meetings is to provide an opportunity for the Police School Community Officer, Sue Bush, the
Bike/Walk Co-ordinator Rob Dunn, Marlborough’s Road Safety Engineer Andrew James, and MDC’s
Road Safety Co-ordinator to share information that relates to road safety and involves Marlborough
Schools. All issues and actions are recorded on a spreadsheet and this provides the group with a record
of the decisions made. It is hoped this will assist with the planning and prioritising of current and future
local works spending. A pamphlet is being developed advising drivers of the penalties for illegal parking
around schools. It is hoped this will be printed in time for the start of the school year
The first Safe and Sustainable Transport Association (SASTA) Executive meeting for the current year
was held late November in Wellington. The group hope to be more proactive this year in making
submissions to NZTA’s development plans and road safety initiatives.

Safety of Motorcycles
A further motorcycle training course was held in December. While attracting new people onto courses is a
challenge, four of the nine riders were new people sparking hope that word of mouth and advertising is
finally having an impact. Further courses are planned for February and April.
Some riders have been referred to courses through the Police referral system and this process seems to
be working well.
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Alcohol/Drug Impaired Driving
The ‘Know Your Limit’ Campaign has been in
operation since December and an evaluation will be
due in February. The Project Plan lead
organisations met in January to discuss the
campaign to date and funding options for the
2014/15 campaign.

Distraction
The distraction campaign was completed by the end
of November with 250 scratchy cards handed out by
the crew’s on the street, as well as comprehensive
radio advertising.
A similar campaign is planned for later this year.

Safety of Young Drivers
Two further Learner Licence courses and two
Restricted Licence courses are planned this year with Supporting Families managing the registrations
again and the Police School Community officer and local driving instructors managing the training.
The RYDA (Rotary Young Driver Awareness) programme is planned again for April with all schools
including Marlborough Girls College this year, indicating their intention to attend. While RYDA is not
endorsed by NZTA or the Police because studies indicate that one off events such as these do not tend
to be as effective as continuous messages being promoted. However this quality programme does offer
exposure for Marlborough young people to road safety messages that they may otherwise not receive in
other messaging. Concepts such as having a ‘Plan B’ before going out drinking or knowing how much it
costs to own and maintain a vehicle.
And while neither agencies can endorse the programme they do both support the programme with
funding or as training facilitators.

BikeWalk Marlborough
(Information prepared by R Dunn)
Attached are the latest minutes.
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C230-001-B03

Access and Mobility Forum
Minutes from 9 December meeting follow:
Record No. 13426494
File Ref:
D050-001-A02

Notes of the Access and Mobility Forum held in the Committee Room,
Marlborough District Council on Monday 9 December 2013 at 2.30 pm
Chairperson
Clr Jenny Andrews.

Representatives Present
Rosie Bartlett (MDC).
Jean Wilson (Volunteer Community Co-ordinator); Darlene Purdie and Penelope Banfield (People First);
Mike Schreuder; Paula Cowan and Derek (CCS/Disability Action/ Marlborough); Belinda Boyce (MS &
Parkinsons); Rachel Burdon and Lorraine Duthie (Idea Services);Chris Parnell (Marlborough Roads);
Nigel Perry (Road Safety & Picton Senior Citizens); Cathy Macnee (Stroke Foundation); Robyn Blackburn
(MDC Road Safety Co-ordinator); Cleone Stringer (MDC); Heather Sorenson (Plunkett); Bill East (MDC
Building Control Group Leader); Chris Moran; Pete Carpenter (Marlborough Stroke Club).
Linette Mortlock.

In Attendance
Bea Gregory (Secretary MDC).

Apologies
Lyn McKay; Ken Ham; Graham Vercoe; Stephan Saunders; Steve Murrin (Marlborough Roads); Christine
Lochead; Pete Greenhill (MDC);Lynn Nicholl (Support Works) and Kevin from DOC.
Jenny welcomed everyone to the meeting and all present introduced themselves. Nigel confirmed that
the last minutes were a true and correct record, this was seconded by Jean.

Matters Arising from Minutes of Meeting – 23 September 2013
Actions from Last Forum - Rosie
•

Instead of going to MBIE (Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment), Bill suggested to
approach Alexia Pickering for advice on sensible actions on how the Group might voice their
concerns around the Building Code. In particular to having accessible Unisex toilets in public
buildings, like the Theatre in Marlborough. Although it is a public building it is not build or owned by
Council, but a Trust, which is a private Organisation. Jenny has made contact with Alexia but is
waiting for a response.

•

Rosie sent a letter to the Theatre Trust requesting them to consider installing accessible Unisex
toilet.

•

A letter to the Marlborough Express was sent concerning the considerate placement of newspapers
on the pavement so as not to inhibit access.

•

An email was sent to Jean to table at the next Hospital Board meeting regarding car parking. Jean
apologised because due to a request from Government House, she was not able to attend the
hospital meeting, however John Brett attended in her place. Wairau Hospital may start charging for
parking to stop staff parking in public car spaces. No timeframe has been set as yet when this may
start.
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•

Rosie also advised that Lin Heywood (Alzheimers) has moved to Christchurch and it appears that
this association may not send a representative to this meeting in the near future.

Road Safety Update – Robyn Blackburn (MDC)
Robyn’s update included:
•

Cars coming out of driveway – Council received another call about the speed of cars coming out
of driveways, as this was only recently brought up another article will come out next year.

•

Mobility Scooters – Robyn attended a Mobility Scooter Workshop in November; about 12 users
attended, together with Russell from the Police and Stefan from Marlborough Roads. Avanti Plus
explained how to look after and maintain the scooters. One of the gentlemen attending the
workshop requested that Marlborough Roads paint white lines on crossings to make them more
visible. Russell investigated his concerns and Robyn read out an email that Russell sent to her
after he and Marlborough Roads looked at some of the crossings. It turned out that white lines
could not help this gentleman as the problem was his very poor eyesight and not the crossings.

Comments/Questions
•
Jenny asked Robyn whether there could be colour indication on crossings to tell the mobility users
that these crossing are safe to use. Robyn said this would be rather difficult because once a
crossing is declared safe, the question of liability arises. Jenny suggested getting a note out to the
media, that if there is a particular crossing which causes a problem to the mobility users to contact
the Council’s front desk or Marlborough Roads.
•

New Middle Renwick Redevelopment Plan – Robyn showed the group the proposed plan of the
redevelopment which is still out for consultation. The plan showed the proposed roundabouts at
Boyce Street and Battys Road and the proposed pedestrian and refuge crossing. The group
discussed the plan at length. Jenny asked for the formal definition of a pedestrian crossing versus
a pedestrian refuge. Nigel will forward a letter from a previous Minister which clarified the
difference; however Robyn will follow this up.

•

Building Code Update – Bill East (MDC)

Bill mentioned:
•

Bill firstly clarified the role of the Building Control Officer which is to make sure that buildings
comply with the New Zealand Building Code. The Council can ask for compliance with the Building
Code but cannot ask for greater requirements, than the Building Code. In this case the Trust who
is building the Theatre must comply with the building code but they are not required to include any
additional requests, for example (accessible Unisex toilets), this is up to the Trust to consider but
cannot be demanded.

•

Section 112 of the Building Code requires that if a commercial building is being renovated or
altered the requirement for disability access or escape from fire cannot be waived, it has to be
included and can be very costly to the owner. Since the Christchurch earthquakes everyone’s
awareness of old and existing buildings and their relevant building code has intensified. At the
moment the way the earthquake policy goes is that buildings have to be brought up to 33% of the
building code as it stands now. This means every commercial building owner in New Zealand
should address the strength of their building and the disability access and fire escape provisions.
However if you have a building, for example, in Wanganui which has low growth, no great value in
their building and the business is struggling, the building owner is forced to not only address the
strength of the building but also the disability access and fire requirements. These business
owners in most cases simply cannot afford to do the upgrades and have to close down. This has
been going on since the earthquakes and there is now a huge pressure on Government to change
Section 112 to say that if you are structurally refurbishing your building, that is all you need to do
and you do not have to address fire and disability access.

•

There have also been some changes to Schedule 1 of the Building Code, which does not affect us
too much. The changes are on the MDC website and very easy to understand.

•

Today( 10 December 2013) the Government released the proposed new requirements for the
earthquake-prone buildings and it is possible that it will be accepted prior to the New Year

Assets & Services Committee – 11 February 2014 - Page 33

Comments/Questions
•
Jean stated that whilst she was in Wellington she was told that Housing New Zealand is going to
introduce a warrant of fitness for their houses; she asked whether that was going through? Bill said
that this is not originated from the Building Code but Housing New Zealand is keeping stock of its
houses to improve heating, insulation etc. Every dollar spent on a house to be healthy is about a
$5.00 return on the money spent.
•

Cleo advised that the Government subsidy for insulation has ceased, however Council has its own
insulation scheme now. The cost for the insulation can be paid back via the rates.

•

Derek asked about the disability access for Stadium 2000. Bill explained that when a building is
consented it has to comply with the Building Code at that time, so if Code requirements change the
building gets left behind. The owner can voluntarily address this, but again the owner is not
required to do so. Rosie suggested for Derek to write to the Stadium Trust and outline what he
thinks is required in terms of facility changes. As this involves funding the Trust will approach
Council. Rosie recommended writing to Council to include his request in the Annual Plan, (the
Annual Plan is about the budget). Jenny indicated that a presentation at the Annual Plan meeting
can go a long way to help with his request.

•

Jenny asked about solar heating, Bill mentioned that the systems and amount of sunlight in New
Zealand may not make solar heating that effective and it is also still very expensive.

Marlborough Roads Update (Chris Parnell)
•

Chris advised that she had no specific issues but asked the Group whether they had any concerns.
She said that problems with potholes etc. still go through the front desk and are passed on to
Marlborough Roads but the location of the potholes or other road issues must be specific. Jenny
commented on the planning of some of cul-de-sacs which can be rather narrow when cars are
parked on both sides of the street. Chris advised that this comes back to the planning when
subdivisions are established and because of the money issue, cul-de-sacs are narrower than they
used to be.

•

Jenny also mentioned that she recently noticed more and more people are parking on the wrong
side of the road. Chris advised that these are most likely tourists from Europe, where this is
allowed.

•

Paula asked whether the concrete path on Battys Road will be extended, now that more and more
houses are built in that area. Chris believes that this will not happen in the short term.

•

Jenny indicated that the Annual Plan is the best option to address these issues; submissions for
the Annual Plan have to be in by 17 May 2014. Council will sit for three days to work through the
submissions. Jean was successful last year to receive additional funding to paint the blue
accessible carparks, well done Jean.

Reserves Update – Rosie Bartlett
Rosie mentioned:
•

Reserves have placed an advertisement in the paper to remind people for feedback on the
Freedom Camping Bylaw review. The Bylaw has been in place now for a year and Council is very
keen for feedback.

•

The new public toilet for Seddon should be installed by February 2014. The Seddon swimming
pool is closed due to the earthquake damage, which is very unfortunate for the local community.

•

There will be new wayfinding signs for the Taylor River which will be similar to the wayfinding signs
in town.

•

The Picton Foreshore Management Plan submissions have closed and the response from the
public was impressive. The Plan will be presented to Council in the New Year. The hydroslide has
been rejected from the Picton foreshore but Council is looking for other places in Picton that could
be appropriate.

•

The Government is changing how development contributions will be collected. Developers of
subdivisions pay a reserve fund contribution and that is how Council is able to accomplish the
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capital works on reserves. It will be difficult to fund this in future and if the public want more parks,
bike paths etc. it may have to come out of the rates, as developers are no longer funding these to
the same level.
•

Before these changes come in, Council is doing some work on Lansdowne Park which is the
extension on the other side of the stopbank to accommodate the softball organisation.

•

The Equestrian Park has been issued a resource consent and work is starting before Christmas.

•

The Endeavour Park Pavilion which opened in July has had lots of bookings from the community
and charging full steam ahead.

•

The Taylor River path was closed just under the Clubs of Marlborough while work was undertaken,
but it is open again now.

•

Spring conditions are proving testing for the contractors as grass is growing at an amazing rate and
the contractors are very busy to make everything look nice for Christmas.

•

Christmas decorations will be going up in Blenheim and Picton this week and next week.

Comments/Questions
•
Jenny inquired about the Christmas tree which was funded by Marlborough Lines in previous
years. Council will look at funding for a Christmas tree in next year’s Annual Plan.
•

Penelope mentioned that the grass along Taylor River (near Wither Road extension) is very long
and while it has been beautiful during the time the wild flowers were in bloom, it is now drying off.
Rosie said that area is administered by the Rivers section and it will be mowed hopefully before
Christmas.

•

Chris wanted to know whether there is an update on the concrete path extension to Burleigh
Bridge. Rosie advised that this comes out of the development contributions. This year Council has
been very conservative and is not spending until the funds reach the bank. Council spent $200,000
on the Equestrian Park, $400,000 is going towards paying off the Stadium loan and after that the
Taylor River Park is on the agenda. Some years ago the fund was heavily contributed to by the
developers, this year only $300,000 was estimated to be contributed to the fund.

•

Jenny indicated that tomorrow the Councillors from Asset and Services are conducting a
“Tree Trip”. Council receives numerous calls from residents wanting to take trees out. Council has
a very strong policy about tree removal and requests are taken case by case and only a small
amount receives approval for removal.

•

Nigel advised that a tree at the corner of Howick Road and Cleghorn Street is pushing up the kerb
and water is pooling in that area and cracked the footpath.

•

Chris mentioned that two old trees at the bottom of Main Street require pruning, these trees were
beautiful in previous years but are now an eyesore, considering it is the entrance to town. Jenny
agreed.

General Business
Jenny asked for updates from those at the meeting.
•

Pete mentioned that back in July he took a ferry ride to Wellington to attend a meeting and
discovered that the Port in Picton had no parking for disabled people in the Port area, so he parked
in the main park and received a ticket. He wrote a cheque with a letter of explanation and sent it to
Carmen at the Port Marlborough. Pete said, within a week the Port in Picton had four disabled
parking spaces. Bea to send a letter of appreciation to Carmen.

•

Chris advised that the work completed on the two railway crossings is fantastic. The Stuart Street
crossing is not fully completed; there is still some chip and gravel which is difficult to navigate for
wheelchairs. Rosie is following this up with Marlborough Roads.

•

Chris also wanted an update on the memorial plaques on the Seymour Clock Tower being
replicated on the pillars at street level. Rosie is still waiting on the RSA and has written to them.
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Apparently there is no problem but we need this in writing that the Council can go ahead and do
the job. Robin Harris has said that he would follow up on this request with RSA.
•

Nigel advised that an older driver program was held a fortnight ago, the attendees were given 10
questions to answer and none of the attendees got all questions correct, which is of concern as
people are not keeping up with the road code .Nigel also provided photos of parked cars outside
the church in Spring Creek, these cars are parked on the footpath instead in the carpark alongside
the hall. Jenny suggested for Nigel to approach the Minister, Derek Harding, in the first instance,
before looking at any other solutions like broken yellow lines. Rosie indicated that community
groups are also using the church or the hall.

•

Another issue commented on by Nigel is that people walking from Hutcheson Street to town and
past the Theatre have to cross the road before they get to the bridge. As such there should be a
refuge crossing, even a temporary one, somewhere between the school and the Clubs of
Marlborough. The speed of cars coming of the Hutcheson Bridge is excessive and Nigel’s group is
suggesting a reduction of speed and a refuge crossing in that area. Nigel has contacted
Marlborough Roads in regards to this and is awaiting a response.

•

Nigel also raised the topic of a submission to the previous Council for a lookout on the Wither Hills.
It appears the request has not progressed much due to the change in Council and he requested
Jenny to look into it.

•

Chris commented on the pleasure he experienced when he recently went to the top of Harling
Park. He had not seen Blenheim from this vantage point for years and it is important for a disabled
person to have access to these areas by having well established tracks. It improves their physical
and mental well-being.

•

Darlene also commented on the track and advised that she had to have help from some people to
lift the wheelchair with her daughter over the one way gate.

•

Heather indicated that Plunket and other child care providers are about to revisit cafés in Blenheim
and look at access for baby buggies.

•

Rachel and Lorraine expressed their appreciation for the footpath from behind the Warehouse to
Kinross Street. Lorraine is still involved in walking the dog that is losing its sight.

•

Derek asked that anyone having a problem with access to the Stadium to let him know.

•

Penelope agrees with Nigel about the speed of cars near the Theatre.

•

Darlene advised (People First) received a letter back from the Prime Minister’s office advising that
the Building Code is being reviewed at the moment and that they acknowledged its importance.

•

Jean thanked the Group for nominating her for the position she is in and is very grateful of the
questions asked and her ability to report them back to the Minister. Jean requested patience as in
her experience it does take a number of years for requests and projects to finalise.

•

Jenny asked the Group whether they would like to have a guest speaker in one of the meetings
next year. Chris suggested Alexia Pickering to address the Building Code. Rosie advised Chris
that Bill talked to the Group about the Building Code before he arrived at the meeting.

•

Jenny thanked the Group for their tremendous contributions and attendance throughout the year
and wished everyone a happy Christmas and a safe New Year.

Closure
The meeting closed at 4.30 pm.

Next Meeting
Monday 3 March 2014 at 2.30 pm
Monday 16 June 2014 at 2.30 pm, this may involve a bus trip.
Monday 15 September 2014 at 2.30 pm
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Monday 8 December 2014 at 2.30 pm.

Actions from Meeting
No.

Action

Person
Responsible

1.

Formal definition of pedestrian and refuge crossing

Robyn

2.

Look out on Wither Hills application

Jenny

3.

Sent a ‘thank you letter’ to Carmen at Port Marlborough

Beate

4.

Street trees on Main Street need pruning

Rosie

5.

Follow up on Stuart Street rail crossing

Rosie

6.

Invite Alexia Pickering to one of next year’s Forums

Jenny

Record No: 1432644
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