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Assets & Services Committee – 22 July 2014

Marlborough Roads
Local Road Asset Management Report – May
(Information prepared by F Porter)

R800-007-02

General
Flood damage repairs have been ongoing following the easter storm. These works as well as the effects
of wet weather, particularly on the unsealed network, have caused a backlog of maintenance works. The
HEB/Opus Joint Venture have responded with a second grader and are using subcontractors wherever
they can.
3

Road maintenance metal has been applied with approximately 3,000 m laid in the Seddon, Ward and
Kaituna areas.
Local road renewal works are substantially complete with rehabilitation underway on Paynters Road,
Wairau Bar Road and Eltham Road.
Bridge maintenance has included replacement of the deck of the Euan Bridge (Awatere Valley Road) and
preparation for the deck replacement of the Netherwood Bridge (Waihopai Valley Road).
All Network Outcome Activities are operating within expectations.

Financial Commentary
Council’s expenditure was expected to track below budget and earlier in the year Marlborough Roads set
a target of $250,000 savings to be achieved from the Network Outcomes Contract. As the year has
progressed, these savings and more are looking to be realised and possibly in the range of $400,000 to
$500,000. The graph below shows the financially assisted roading programme.
MDC Subsidised Roading 2013/2014 Renewals
Actual vs Budget
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$246,755.9 $505,164.2 $777,237.8 $1,058,422 $1,373,227 $1,622,056 $2,205,340 $2,906,261 $3,263,766 $3,683,552 $4,337,773 $4,691,449

Budget $393,750.0 $787,500.0 $1,181,250 $1,575,000 $1,968,750 $2,362,500 $2,756,250 $3,150,000 $3,543,750 $3,937,500 $4,331,250 $4,725,000
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MDC Subsidised Roading 2013/2014 Maintenance
Actual vs Budget (excl approved FD) incls MDC Direct Costs
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Budget

$392,083.3 $784,166.6 $1,176,249 $1,568,333 $1,960,416 $2,352,499 $2,744,583 $3,136,666 $3,528,749 $3,920,833 $4,312,916 $4,705,000

Revised

$142,083.3 $534,166.6 $926,249.9 $1,318,333 $1,710,416 $2,102,499 $2,494,583 $2,886,666 $3,278,749 $3,670,833 $4,062,916 $4,455,000

Cummulative Total $336,221.3 $666,769.0 $947,258.5 $1,252,234 $1,612,329 $2,034,415 $2,377,995 $2,781,858 $3,290,068 $3,441,595 $3,802,209 $4,228,046

The non-subsidised (Roading Related Works) remains within budget.

Monthly Activities
Network Outcomes Contract
One of the contractual requirements of the network Outcomes Contracts is to undertake a Partner
Relationship Survey. This survey has now been undertaken and results analysed with the results
showing a healthy relationship is becoming established between the three respective parties. As should
be expected there are some areas of weakness that can now be worked on to ensure that the relationship
will deliver value. Overall, the relationship is very strong.
In May, the local road non-compliances remain at a low level with one non-compliance each for the SH
and Local Road network. Corrective actions from previous non-conformances are being actively
managed by the Marlborough Roads maintenance contract manager.
The HEB/Opus JV has still to complete the Maintenance Management Plan. Because of the complexity
of this Plan, an extension of time is approved.

Marlborough Roads Activities
A review of the “GrapeRide” cycle event was undertaken with the race organisers whose main concern
was the condition of the gravelled section of the Kaituna-Tuamarina Track. Some different maintenance
responses will be undertaken for the next GrapeRide.
The Transport Agency’s Highways and Network Operations (HNO) group has established a number of
national practice groups. Steve Murrin represents our group on the Health and Safety Business
Transformation Group and Wayne Oldfield on the Customers Group. These representations will add
value to the Marlborough Roads office.
Management of the Network Outcomes Contract is ongoing. Wayne Oldfield is spending time working
alongside HEB/Opus staff to ensure that the collaborative nature of the contract is well founded.

Project Status
State Highways
Safety Improvements works continue on SH 1 between Picton and Blenheim. Two wire rope barrier “hits”
have now occurred on the new installations and likely saved serious injury. These will be substantially
complete by the end of the financial year.
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The Springlands Intersections contract was awarded to Fulton Hogan. As earlier advised, the contract
price is within the estimate giving confidence the works will be able to be completed within Council’s
Budget allocation. Works are anticipated to be completed late in the spring.
Higgins Contractors continue to make excellent progress at the Dashwood Overbridge and have bulk
earthworks 80% complete and the rail tunnel built awaiting backfilling. This project is on schedule for
completion in early/mid 2015. The photo below is looking south-east towards Seddon.

Tenders have closed for the Spring Creek SH 1 roundabout design. The preferred tenderer is GHD
however final award is awaiting the outcome of some additional discussions with Kiwi Rail. Award of the
contract is expected in June.

Local Roads
Works are substantially complete at the Weld Stephenson intersection with footpath and kerb and
channel works expected to be completed by the end of June in Weld Street.
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Communications
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table
identifies some of those contacts during the month.
Sue Bush, Police
Higgins
Dave Aires
Mike Sloper
Martin Hay
Kenepuru Residents
Grant Rowe
Utilities Liaison Group
Mr Spence

School safety
Contract Meeting
Northbank Road
Transpower
Port Underwood Road liability
Kenepuru Heads and Moetapu Road matters
YSI Forestry issues
Utilities and CAR issues
Blind River

Customer database information
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for May.
Compliment
Complaint
General Communication
Incident Response
Planning
Physical Works Request
Request for Service
Query
Services Application

7 (6%)
17 (16%)
0 (0%)
13 (12%)
0 (0%)
0 (0%)
61 (56%)
10 (9%)
0 (0%)

Road Safety
One injury (urban) crash occurred on the local road network highway resulting in serious injuries to a
cyclist.
Eight non-injury crashes were reported across the district.
An ongoing safety issue is the high numbers of wandering stock which escape from land adjoining local
roads and state highways. As a result this month there was a crash on SH 1 south of Blenheim.
Fortunately the occupants of the vehicle lived to tell the tale however the cow was not so lucky in this
case. Landowners do not seem to understand the seriousness of their stock escaping and the risk they
place on members of the public, especially at night time. Almost on a daily basis, animal control
contractors are called out to deal with stock wandering on roads.
The photo below was taken on Northbank Road where a logging truck lost its trailer:
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Health & Safety
In May, the HEB/Opus JV reported seven incidents:
•
•
•
•
•
•

5 “near Miss” vehicle incidents,
1 “near Miss” non-vehicle incidents,
0 first aid injuries
1 medical treatment injury
1 restricted work Injury (light duties)
no “lost-time” injuries

Local Road Asset Management Report – June
(Information prepared by F Porter)

R800-007-02

General
Whilst flood damage reinstatement works have been virtually complete following the Easter storm, a
further significant storm event occurred on 11 June. The worst damage occurred on the Port Underwood
3
Road with a slip of some 10,000 m (photo below) but many other roads closed around the district during
this event. The Port Underwood Road re-opened on 3 July 2014.
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Before

After
Obviously during such times, routine maintenance programmes become delayed. The HEB/Opus Joint
Venture had responded with a second grader, the services of which were dispensed during the month as
works caught up. The Joint Venture uses subcontractors to supplement their work effort wherever they
can.
Programmed local road renewal works are now complete with rehabilitation works finished on Paynters
Road, and Wairau Bar Road.
Good progress has been made with deck replacements of the Euan Bridge (Awatere Valley Road) which
is complete. Deck and abutment works are ongoing at Atkinsons and Lindens Bridges. The preparation
and sealing of bridge approaches is complete on Upton Downs, Long Valley and Leslies Roads. This
work reduces maintenance costs and improves travel comfort.
All Network Outcome Activities are operating within expectations.

Financial Commentary
Council’s expenditure was expected to track below budget and earlier in the year Marlborough Roads set
a target of $250,000 savings. As indicated in the May report, these savings were reported as likely to in
the $400,000 to $500,000 range. Early end of year reconciliations show that the final saving will be just
over $500,000.
At the time of writing this report it was too early to produce expenditure graphs.
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The non-subsidised (Roading Related Works) out-turn will also be under budget, noting that a carry
forward will be sought for footpath renewals.

Monthly Activities
Network Outcomes Contract
The wet weather in June has delayed routine maintenance works but the network, other than where storm
damage has occurred, has stood up well. Additional maintenance was required on the Port Underwood
Road between Hakahaka and Rarangi with all vehicles and some heavy vehicles.
There are still some isolated areas in need of grading but generally the gravelled roads are in good order.
In June, no non-compliances were recorded on the local road network. Three non-compliances were
recorded on the SH network. These were all “heaves and shoves” and are awaiting reinstatement when
dry weather allows.

Marlborough Roads Activities
The Marlborough Roads Manager had opportunity to again meet with the JV Board. This meeting occurs
two-monthly and is an opportunity to discuss relationships and identify early any issues of contention.
The main issue Marlborough Roads have is completion of the Maintenance Management Plan. Once
complete all contract set-up matters will be complete. Overall, the relationship is very strong.
The Marlborough Roads office has been involved in storm management during the month.
Management of the Network Outcomes Contract is ongoing. Wayne Oldfield is spending time working
alongside HEB/Opus staff to ensure that the collaborative nature of the contract is well founded.
A review of the Easter storm event was held in Kaikoura, attended by Police, the Transport Agency
Kaikoura District Council and Transport Agency staff from Christchurch and Marlborough.
Recommendations have resulted which will improve management of traffic during such events.

Project Status
State Highways
Safety Improvements works are nearing completion on SH 1 between Picton and Blenheim
The Springlands Intersections contract was awarded to Fulton Hogan who are making good progress with
installation of services before pavement works can commence. Works are anticipated to be completed
late in the Spring.
Higgins Contractors continue to make excellent progress at the Dashwood Overbridge and have bulk
earthworks 80% complete and the rail tunnel built awaiting backfilling. This project is on schedule for
completion in early/mid 2015.
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View south towards Dashwood Rail Culvert in far distance
GHD have further consultation and design work underway for the proposed Spring Creek SH1
roundabout. Design principles have been agreed with KiwiRail enabling final design to proceed.

Local Roads
All scheduled works within both the subsidised and non-subsidised programmes are substantially
complete.

Communications
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table
identifies some of those contacts during the month.
NZTA, Police, Civil Defence, KDC,
ECan, NZTA Christchurch
Bruce Hearn
French Pass Residents
Martin Hay

Easter SH1 Easter closure debrief
Tumbledown Bay
Road meeting
Port Underwood Road liability

Customer database information
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for June.
Compliment
Complaint
General Communication
Incident Response
Planning
Physical Works Request
Request for Service
Query
Services Application

4 ( 4%)
9 ( 8%)
0 ( 0%)
59 (56%)
23 (23%)
0 ( 0%)
0 ( 0%)
1 ( 1%)
9 ( 8%)

Road Safety
One minor injury crash on the local road network and four minor injury crashes on the State highways
were recorded.
Seven non-injury crashes were reported across the district.
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Health & Safety
In June, the HEB/Opus JV reported seven incidents:
•
•
•
•
•
•

6 “near Miss” vehicle incidents,
1 “near Miss” non-vehicle incidents,
0 first aid injuries
0 medical treatment injuries
1 restricted work Injury (light duties)
no “lost-time” injuries

No Marlborough Roads incidents were reported

Waikakaho Road Otta Seal
(Information prepared by S Murrin)

R800-006-01

Marlborough Roads is finalising a proposal for an Otta Seal on the Waikakaho Road.

Background
At an earlier meeting the committee approved a proposal to undertake a 2.5 km long Otta Seal on the
Waikakaho Road. This is to be funded from a Council budget for seal extensions in the Wairau, Awatere
areas.
It is proposed to undertake this work this coming spring 2014.

Discussion
Following public reporting of council’s proposal to construct an Otta Seal at Waikakaho Road, Fulton
Hogan submitted a proposal to undertake the work.
As pointed out in the submission, Fulton Hogan is the company that introduced Otta Seals into New
Zealand and have undertaken considerable research into the use of Otta Seal, they have published a
New Zealand Transport Agency Research Report on Otta Seal as a long term dust suppressant, and hold
“intellectual property” for the binder material (Norwegian Road Oil).
The cost to complete the 2.5 km Otta Seal submitted in the Fulton Hogan proposal is well within our
budget. However this does not include pre-works that will be required such as drainage, high shoulder
removal and replacement of any areas of failed pavement.
As Fulton Hogan holds the intellectual property for Otta Seal Binder and techniques it would be
inappropriate for Marlborough Roads to produce tender documents referencing a proprietary product and
then tender on the open market. There could also be some risk as Marlborough Roads Staff have no
direct experience with the product.
Fulton Hogan has advised that they will offer assurances and stand by their product.
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Upper High Street Upgrade Picton
(Information prepared by S Murrin)

R800-006-12

Progress has been made on the Upper High Street Upgrade and the engagement of Landscape Architect
Craig Pocock for design advice.

Background
Early in 2013 Opus International Consultants were engaged to provide a concept design and estimate for
an upgrade of Upper High Street in Picton.
Earlier this year the concept plan was consulted with the Picton Business Group and retailers. A number
of submissions were received.
Following receipt of the submissions a meeting was held with Councillor Oddie, Dean Heiford (Council’s
Support Services Manager), Steve Murrin (Marlborough Roads), an Opus representative and Craig
Pocock who was invited to provide Landscape Design advice.
Craig Pocock was invited to attend as he has recently been involved with the Marlborough Growth
Strategy, Liz Davidson Park design and construction and other projects for Council.

Discussion
An outcome of the meeting was that it has become apparent that professional landscaping advice is
required if we wish to create the outcome that is desired, namely, a high quality environment that really
makes a difference to Upper High Street.
As part of the Liz Davidson Park Design, Craig was engaged to compile a list of street furniture and
paving that could be suitable for future upgrading works in Marlborough. A consistency with a
Marlborough approach but recognition of the existing themes is something Craig has been able to
provide.
It is expected tendering will take place in several months with a construction commencement target of
February 2015.
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Rivers and Drainage Section
River Works Activity Report
(Information prepared by G Dick, B Williman, R Fitzgerald, S Bezar, K McFall, D Aires,
J van der Vliet)
R700-014-01

Wairau River
Flood Damage
Approx. 1,000 ton of rock was placed to repair erosion downstream of Selmes Road after the two flood
events of April and early June.

Lower Wairau stopbank upgrades
There are three remaining sections of stopbank on the north bank of the lower Wairau that are proposed
to be raised/strengthened. The key to getting this work underway is acquiring land access agreements
for the work including on multiple ownership Maori land.
Discussions are underway with Ngati Rarua representatives to see if they can assist with the landowner
contacts for the section of stopbank in the vicinity of the Parerua Marae.

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries
Omaka River
A run down the river from just above Tyntesfield Road Bridge to Opawa confluence was made with an
excavator to remove fallen and washed-out trees resulting from both the April and June flood events and
to also assist landowners with erosion control works at the same time.

Upper Opawa - Behind Lansdowne Park to Waipuna Street
Floodway tree removal started upstream Hammerichs Road but not completed due to inclement weather.

Gibsons Creek (just downstream of Waihopai intake)
Maintenance runs pre and post storm events ongoing. The section of the creek at Alma Street was
cleaned under a cost share arrangement with Framinhgam Wines.

Tuamarina River
The 11 June storm led to a very large flood in the Tuamarina River. The flood level recorded at the Para
Road recorder was the second highest since the recorder was installed 10 years ago.
We are aware of a number of isolated erosion issues in the main Tuamarina channel and the Koromiko
tributary. We plan to more carefully inspect the channel closer to summer in preparation for the annual
maintenance run.
The flood in the Tuamarina has caused extensive erosion and damage to protection works at the Wairau
River outlet. This will require permanent repair to maintain the Wairau River bank alignment and a stable
mouth position. Repair options are still being considered.

Opawa and Taylor Rivers
Taylor River: Town Area
Flood debris has been removed from bridges following the June flood event. The flood caused few
problems downstream of the Burleigh Bridge in comparison to the erosion issues in the upper Taylor.
However there is a noticeable build-up of gravel in the vicinity of the Burleigh Bridge that may require
closer attention once the first phase of damage repairs is complete.
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Taylor River: Burleigh Bridge to Dam
The flood events from Easter and 12 June have caused significant damage to large sections of the
riverbanks.
Reinstatement works completed to date include the Pony Club access at Burleigh, channel works at the
new Blenheim River Railway Society bridge and at the Wither Road ford. Works ongoing include debris
removal from the active channel and reinstatement of a rock weir at Meadowbank, and erosion
downstream on the true right bank.
Further investigative work is required to produce a remediation plan for large erosion embayments
upstream of Ben Morven Road and at the Paintball site. Assistance has been provided to Marlborough
Lines for a temporary fix to the 11 KV power cable exposed during the June event at Ben Morven Road.

Taylor Dam
A large tree was washed into the dam outlet culvert during the 12 June flood. The tree posed the risk of a
complete blockage to the outlet culvert. It has now been removed including the bulk of the heavy debris
in the general vicinity of the inlet.

Lower Opawa River
The Beacon Road land purchase is complete and control of noxious weeds including boxthorn and gorse
is underway. The next step will be to fence off the current gate by the Fenn right of way. We propose to
do the stopbank stock damage repairs in the spring.

Upper Opawa River
The recent series of flood events is washing some nuisance accumulations of fibre shingle into the Upper
Opawa, generally upstream of Jacksons Road. Consideration will be given to whether some of this
gravel should be removed to maintain flood capacity and to keep the adjacent land tenable for grazing by
our lessee.

Drainage
Routine work completed includes:
•

Check Lower Wairau drain outfalls for siltation and impaired gravity outflow following recent fresh in
the Wairau.

•

Meet with Regulatory to investigate and possibly improve Riverlands Industrial Drain pollution and
water quality.

•

Visit Spring Creek and catchment to investigate instream vegetative volumes in preparation for Fish
and Game visit.

•

Remove some windblown leaves blocking culverts in Woolley & Jones Drain.

•

Continue edits and costing’s for network extension project.

•

Liaise with Regulatory Department, Marlborough Roads and Iwi liaison member in preparation for
network extension project.

•

Prepare web page and mailout logistics for public consultation re drainage extension.

Pumping Stations
Blenheim
Blenheim pump stations again operated during the peak of the Taylor flood of 12 June. The opportunity
was taken to trial the second and third pumps at the recently upgraded Waterlea pump station. The event
provided sufficient calibration level data to enable the second duty pump to be set up on automatic start.
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The Redwood Street pump station operated reliably but by direct manual control requiring one overnight
shift. We look forward to getting this pump station (or its new equivalent) on automatic/remote control as
part of the proposed Redwood Street stormwater upgrade.

Rural
No new pump issues came to attention during the 12 June flood event. We are waiting on four new sets
of lower pump units from MacEwans so that pumps from two pump stations (Lower Wairau and Dillons
Point) can be given a major overhaul.

Wither Hills
Our Nassella tussock control programme is well under way and to date 16,384 plants have been grubbed
or sprayed with Taskforce. Tree maintenance work has been carried out around previous planting sites
with release spraying, tazzing and removal of wind-throw material.
Ongoing repairs to leaks on the Cobb Cottage water line and stock trough lines have been carried out.
Aerial application of fertiliser has been carried out in the upper Quail and Sutherland catchments.

Riverlands Co-op Floodway Stopbank Upgrading
Further discussions have been held with the Marlborough Development Company to finalise the purchase
of the land underlying floodway and stopbank upgrades. The sale and purchase agreement is hopefully
close to being finalised and won’t be further complicated by ongoing development design work.

Floodway Reserves
•

Repair reserve fences at Taylor Dam following Easter and June floods.

•

Meet Mountain Bike Club re issues at the Conders track.

•

Meet and assist Renwick School and Sport Tasman outdoor education exercises in the Wairau
floodway areas.

•

Meet consultant and winery manager to progress power options for lessee at Reserve 42, Giffords
Road.

•

Lease renewals for Upper Opawa and Fairhall floodway leases.

•

Clear rubbish from Taylor River reserve (49) at Omaka Aerodrome in conjunction with Aviation
Heritage Trust in preparation for leasing out by them.

•

Meet lessee at Spring Creek to timeline a clearance of deposited fill on river berm area.

Picton, Sounds and Awatere
Waikawa and Waitohi Rivers
Both rivers were closely monitored through the June storm. This storm did not cause any significant
problems in either of these rivers but did cause some concerns at the peak in the Upper Kent Street
catchment. Numerous inspections and debris/tree removal work was required following both the Easter
and June storms.
Rock rip rap repairs have been carried out on the most vulnerable sections of riverbank downstream of
Waikawa Road. Another section upstream Alexander Motor Camp has been treated on the Waitohi River
also.

Investigation and Miscellaneous
The brief for the modelling of the Redwood stormwater network is being prepared with the aim of getting
this out for bid this month. The aim of this work is to accurately identify and then cost the upgrades
required for the various flow split options.
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The work will require the selected consultant to get a good understanding of the condition and any
upgrade constraints of the current network so that the recommended preferred option not only deals with
capacity upgrades but also replacement of the ageing sections of the network.

Gravel Extraction
•

The annual gravel allocation year commences on 1 March each year.

•

Gravel extraction figures for the four month period up to 30 June 2014 are as follows:
Wairau River

30,921 m

Reach (Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road Bridge),
3
where annual allocation has been reduced to 121,500 m for
2014/15.

(25.4 % of annual allocation)

3

Other rivers within in the district (incl. Sounds, Upper Wairau
and Awatere)

20,480 m .

Total to date for the Marlborough District

51,401 m .

3

3

•

Stockpile sales for March 2014 – June 2014 are: Nil.

•

Below is a plot of gravel extraction in the Wairau River for the ‘Waihopai confluence to the Ferry
3
3
Bridge’ reach. The allocation has been reduced from 245,000 m /yr in 2012/13 to 121,500 m /yr
for 2014/15.

Quarries
Pukaka
The Pukaka Quarry has been kept busy with both private and Council orders. The recent wet weather
has increased demand for rock and roading metal for repair work.
The quarry is being shot regularly to meet this demand which includes repair work in the Wairau and
Taylor Rivers.
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Planning and Development Section
Cloudy Bay Reservoir Upgrade Contract – Tender
Acceptance
(Information prepared by M Power)

C315-12-48

The contract works are for structural and seismic strengthening and also remedial works to the Cloudy
Bay Business Park reservoir and adjacent pipework. This involves:
•

Pipework modifications

•

Seismic strengthening of the reservoir structure

•

Roof waterproofing

•

Remedial works to the reservoir structure

•

Other works, including safety improvements.

This contract was originally tendered in 2012, but was not awarded due to insufficient budget and higher
than expected tender prices.
Five companies with experience in this type of work were invited to tender. Four tenders were submitted.
Council has accepted a tender from Fulton Hogan Ltd, based on the single envelope weighted attribute
system. The accepted tender price is $773,989.20 (GST exclusive).
Work will commence in August 2014, and should be complete prior to the end of the year.
2014/2015 budgets allow provision for these planned works.
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Services & Operations
Education Report Term 2, 2014
(Information prepared by A McDonald, Education Officer)

E340-001-001

Enviroschools
Aims: To successfully manage and facilitate all Enviroschools in the programme. This includes
comprehensive staff training for new schools; support and professional development for schools
taking on theme areas of the Enviroschools programme, assistance with schools who are taking
on action projects and reflection on the programme including facilitation of Enviroschools
reflections. There are 25 Enviroschools in Marlborough in the Enviroschools programme and the
Marlborough Kindergarten Association. This equates to 80% of our schools.

Outcomes:
•

Renwick Kindergarten has achieved the Bronze level of Enviroschools.

•

The Leadership Day held at Mayfield School was very successful with 60 students and 15 teachers
from 15 Enviroschools taking part (see attached report). We also held interviews with teachers on the
day to get some feedback on our Enviroschools’ programme as well as suggestions for the future
development of the programme (see attached report).

•

A number of staff meetings and teacher workshops have been held to prepare schools for
Enviroschools’ theme areas. Mayfield, Fairhall and Tuamarina are doing ecological buildings, Seddon
is doing Energy.

•

Renwick School team three classes all visited the water treatment and sewage treament plants as part of
their water theme. We also did presentations to them on Marlborough’s water and a water quality
programme in a local stream taken by Anna Crowe, our new freshwater educator. Renwick students
delivered a great presentation following this theme on ways their school can save water.

•

A curriculum workshop was held with 30 teachers taking part. Three of our local schools presented
information on how they integrate Enviroschools into the curriculum. Grovetown School shared its
chickens project, Linkwater School shared its edible garden and cooking programme and Springlands
School shared its school planning integration model.

•

Springlands School hosted a caretakers’ meeting to share with other school caretakers how their
caretaker supports their environmental education projects and programmes.

.
Fairhall schools new insect hotel. Just one of the projects from their sustainability action day
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General Schools Programmes
Aims: To encourage schools to reduce waste and conserve water use and provide opportunities
for learning.
•

Six classes visited the Resource Recovery Centre and landfill as part of their Zero Waste programme.

•

Six water talks have been given to schools as part of a water inquiry unit.

Kids’ Edible Gardens
Aims: To successfully manage and facilitate the Kids’ Edible Garden programme. This includes
developing resources to support the programme, training and professional development for
teachers and facilitators.
There are currently 20 Kids’ Edible Garden schools in Marlborough.

.Outcomes:
•

Two new facilitators were trained.

•

A new set of 30 minute classroom activities have been developed for the winter term to complement
garden programmes and are being trialled in schools.

•

Two new schools are requesting to join the programme later in 2014.

•

Due to the wet weather, we have rescheduled our school monitoring visits until September.
Seed saving at Linkwater School as part of their garden programme

Sustainable Living
Aims: To link the Sustainable Living single topics to the Enviroschools’ theme areas. This allows
for schools to offer single topic seminars to their school community on topics that students are
studying from the Enviroschools’ theme areas which include waste, water, living landscapes,
ecological buildings and energy.
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Outcomes:
•

A new Sustainable Living page has been developed on the national website linking to our local
programmes which went live in May Sustainable Living Marlborough District.

•

A presentation was given on sustainable shopping and organic gardening to a community group.
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Drinking Water
W450-004-013-01
Attached is a comment by Clint Cantrell on the quality of water.
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Emergency Management Activity Report
(Information prepared by J Foley/G Spence)

E200-001-003-04, E200-002-006-03

Marlborough Kaikoura Rural Fire Authority (MKRFA)
Training
When I hear the names French Pass and d-Urville Island I instantly think of the outmost reaches of our
district, the two and half hour drive towing a trailer into French Pass didn’t do anything to change that
perception.
I was expecting a cold blustery day with the wind coming straight in off the sea, how wrong I was.
What I did find was a group of locals willing to help their community build a better response capability to
respond to incidents that occur from time to time in their area.
This group in times of need will be the first
aiders, coast guard, firefighters, civil
defence and neighbourhood support group
until additional resources arrive to assist.
This can do attitude is a credit to a small
community that knows it’s hours away for
any assistance arriving by road and are
willing to step up to the plate to respond
and do what they can.
Recently a pump training course was held
on the beach at French Pass for the local
rural fire team.
Each member successfully passed the Unit
stand for operating light pumps and use of
water.
Richard McNamara (Mac), Brian Paton and
John Foley ran the training and
assessment, team members were all given
instruction in the use of the pumps, hose
and water. Mac presented the team with
the fire scenario and each member filled
the role of pump operator.
In true country style a fantastic lunch was
proved. Out of this training session has
now come the opportunity to deliver the
Fire Smart programme to the community,
which is based more around risk reduction
and what as individuals and the community
as a whole can do to reduce the incident of
fire not just respond to them.
John Foley and Brian Paton will return on
8 September at 6.00 pm to present the Fire
Smart programme to the community.
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Rural Fire Authority Audit
As mentioned in the last report the National Rural Fire Authority (NRFA) has now completed the audit of
the MKRFA and has been very impressed with it systems and processes put in place by the Board and
Richard McNamara the Principal Rural Fire Officer. A 91% pass mark was given to the Fire Authority; one
of the highest achieved by any rural fire authority. New systems and processes have been implemented
for better record keeping by our volunteers and our strategic and tactical management planning has been
signed off by the Board with work underway.

Hut Burns Down
An exciting weekend of camping and
roughing it in the bush was short lived
by a family group when they arrived at
the Pine Valley hut to find it had burnt
to the ground and was still
smouldering.
The hut was originally built around
1966 and had been extensively
upgrade by the Department of
Conservation over the years.

The weather at the time was dismal
with heavy rain which prevented this
fire spreading to the surrounding
bush.
Police, Fire Service and Rural Fire
Investigators attended the scene.
This fire is still under investigation
with the cause unknown.
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Civil Defence Emergency Management
Bravery Recognised
Recent heavy rain has battered our district over the last few months, causing road closures, slips,
flooding and general disruption.
By now you are all aware of the story of the young 12 year old girl
falling into the swollen Taylor River, being saved by Marlborough Boys'
College head boy Angus Pauley and local triathlete Jeremy McKenzie.
As one of those who responded to the scene and seeing the strength of
the current flowing, it was certainly a selfless act jumping into the river
putting their own lives at risk; they deserve every accolade bestowed
upon. It was fantastic to see their act of bravery has been recognised.

Community Stalwarts Honoured
Every community has someone who shines out and
the Awatere Valley has a couple who for 40 years has
worked tirelessly bettering their community, Ron and
Helen Harris.
For 26 of those years Helen has coordinated the Rural
Community Network which was set up to assist police,
fire and search & rescue. In the last 15 years Civil
Defence has been part of Helen’s network which
stretches from Marfells Beach to Vernon Bluffs in the
north up to the Molesworth at the top of the Awatere.
With the aid of 12 zone coordinators Helen has a
network which can kick into gear to assist where and
when needed. 2012 saw Helen assisted by her team
advising coastal residents of the tsunami warning
issued by Civil Defence, no mean feat at 3.00 am in
the morning.
Ron and Helen have been involved with nearly every community group in the Awatere and have been
made life members of many of them. Over the years events involving police, fire and search & rescue
have occurred where Ron and Helen have help coordinate the local response. As a sign of the
community’s appreciation a supper was held at the Awatere Community Hall, attended by Mayor Sowman
who presented a certificate of appreciation on behalf Council and all emergency services. Other
attendees were Councillor Brookes, Police area commander Simon Feltham, John Foley and Gary
Spence along with many other organisations.
You know you are onto something special when after 26 years something you created is still going strong,
but it’s very special when an organisation such as the World Health Organisation takes notice and profiles
the rural network as part of Marlborough’s accreditation as being an international safe community.
Marlborough became the 332nd community worldwide to become accredited as an International Safe
Community.
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Submissions of the MCDEM revised Plan
The revised Plan, a summary of amendments, and a feedback form are available online at Civil Defence
Submitters are required to state those aspects of the revised Plan that they support, those aspects they
oppose, the reasons for the support or opposition and any specific alternatives they wish to recommend.
Submissions close at 5.00 pm on Friday 25 July 2014.
Any queries can be directed to NationalCDEM.Plan@dpmc.govt.nz.

Public Education
Our public education programme is
continuing to reinforce the preparedness
message through regular radio ads and
fortnightly interviews with the breakfast
team on More FM.
CDEM is also engaging with remote
communities through the Fire Smart
programme becoming part of the
integrated process of delivering key
messages to communities.

IMT Training
A set of SOPs has been developed for IMT when responding to the EOC. Each team has been broken
down into “Team Leaders” and volunteers, with the team leaders responsible for training. Another three
team leaders have recently been added to the IMT. The team comes together the second Tuesday of
every month at the EOC at 7.00 pm. If interested in joining please contact Gary Spence.
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Neighbourhood Support:
Work continues in establishing street coordinators along with radio
and newspaper ads. Branding has recently been applied to display
items such as tear drop and retractable banners for use at shows
and events.

EMIS
Regular training continues with our EMIS trainer Katie Tanner, last
week was the first of regular training around radio use along with
inputting the data into EMIS.

Emergency Response Team (ERT)
Ongoing training within the team continues. We recently had a
presentation of the team at the Waihopai Rural Fire Station, which
involved meeting the crew and explaining the role of the ERT in
providing support at emergency events and the equipment they
have available to them.
Closer links are being forged with Defence with a meeting with the
Defence CD Response Group, providing an opportunity to run over
the purpose of the Response Team as well as Welfare Centre set
up.
Future training is scheduled for both groups.

Community Resilience
The original radio scripts created just before Christmas are due for a refresh in the next week. Fortnightly
radio interview are continuing and involve discussion around recent or current events or reinforcing the
preparedness message.

Welfare
Over the last month we have made contact with the members of
the Marlborough Local Welfare Committee. A meeting chaired by
Dean Heiford was held on June 12 with some 20 representatives
from various organisations attending. The meeting was positive and
well received with good support for a further meeting later in the
year. Since this meeting organisations representing the three main
retail hardware outlets and local Marae have been included in the
committee.

Sector Emergency Response Teams
Contact with the Sectors is consistent with “Updates” going out bimonthly keeping them informed of what is happening in the various
areas. We are still looking for a replacement manager at Picton, but
an upcoming meeting should resolve this.
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Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report
(Information prepared by R Bartlett, R Hutchinson, R Dunn, N Crous, E Oldridge,
R Blackburn, M Morgan)
R510-009-000-01

Blenheim Parks and Reserves
Pollard Park
Public rose pruning demonstrations were held on Monday 14 July and Wednesday 16 July.
The Camellias are just starting to flower and are looking great for the flower season.
Staff have finally finished collecting the leaves from around the park and have moved these to the
compost area.

Seymour
Replacement plantings have been placed in the annual beds and all beds have been hoed and weeded.
The perennials have been trimmed back for the winter and roses have been pruned and weeded.

Riverside Park
Two reasonable floods in quick succession have forced the Crinoline bridge off it supports, as it should.
It has been normal practice to use a crane and a loader to reposition the bridge following flooding. When
repositioning the bridge on the second occasion only a crane was successfully used following discussions
with the crane operator and his belief he could lift and place the bridge without the help of the loader.
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The steps leading down from Marl Lines pocket park are now open and the wooden steps beside Sinclair
Street Bridge are slowly being removed.

Taylor River
Two reasonable floods in quick succession caused some annoyance as cleaning had only just finished
from the first event. Due to the soft nature of the river berms flood debris is still on the berms.

Taylor Dam
Two reasonable floods in quick succession closed the dam to the public, dumped silt and rubbish on the
road and Picnic area and lifted tarseal on the sealed section of road.

Wither Hills Farm Park
Signage update
Updated map and entrance signage is being prepared with installation taking place shortly at all required
entrances.

Events
The Rifle Range carpark and events area is becoming a popular area for regular duathlons, school cross
countries and walking, running and biking events.

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade
A recent mountain bike trails audit/assessment of both the Wither Hills Mountain Bike Park and Victoria
Domain trails took place and a report was prepared by Chris Mildon, Tasman Trails Ltd. The following
day a Sustainable Trails Workshop was held with 12 attendees, covering both the theory and practical
aspects of trail building. The work was done in conjunction with the Mountain Biking Club.
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The report and recommendations include track upgrades to improve water control and opportunities exist
to create additional trails and scope.
Chris has agreed to assist further with recommending trail upgrade work and development planning of
future trails in both locations.

Rural Reserves
Grovetown Lagoon
The official opening of the Steam Wharf Road section of track took place on Sunday 30 June, with almost
100 people attending. It is proposed to continue the track around the perimeter of the lagoon and a
funding application has been made with the Conservation Community Partnership fund.
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Renwick Reserves
Lions Reserve
Vandalism in this reserve has abated somewhat over the past couple of months.

Kowhai Reserve
Reserves await a quotation for the replacement of the playground safety matting – this may necessitate
the severe pruning or even removal of some trees.

Rousehill Reserve
Reserves await quotation from the contractor for the replacement of the playground safety matting. The
option of providing a swing for the disabled (such as those who are wheel-chair bound) is being
investigated.

Hammond Reserve
The perimeter trees planted in this playground are all dying – reasons are undetermined as yet. Some
trees have already been previously replaced but are still suffering the same fate.

Awatere and Flaxbourne Reserves
Awatere
A small project team has been set up to help the Awatere community clarify its needs for new public
facilities as part of the rebuild after the 2013 earthquakes.
The project team is tasked with consulting widely across the Awatere community to establish its
immediate needs and the requirements to meet future growth in the area.
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Given the different perspectives expressed in the 2014-15 Draft Annual Plan submissions, Council needs
a clearer picture of the whole community’s needs before it can make any financial commitment to repairs
or rebuilding.
The project group is tasked with talking to everyone who made submissions, with any other interested
individuals and with the various other community groups and service providers in the wider Awatere area.
The team is being led by Jon Cunliffe – Council’s Resource Management Advisor, and includes
Samantha Forrest, Project and Property Manager with APL Property Ltd, and Elisha Oldridge, Reserves
Planner with Council.
After community consultation, the project team will report back to Council. This will assist with decisions
on the remediation and/or redevelopment of the community facilities and buildings that service the
Awatere community.

Picton Reserves
Queen Charlotte Lookout
The Picton reserves maintenance contractor (Downers) will be looking at the options for removal of weed
species on the steep embankment below the lookout.

Picton Foreshore
Work at the model boat pond is currently being managed by the Modellers Club, with MDC contractors
monitoring safety. A quote received for replacement of the light at the modellers pond area is being
considered. The interpretation panel project for the Memorial Park entrance drive is underway.

Shelley Beach
This is still a popular beach for dog owners to exercise their pets, despite signage to the contrary.

Northern Marlborough/Sounds
Havelock Domain
An application has been made for training lighting to be installed within the Domain. Staff are assisting
with this proposal.

Public Conveniences
Queen Street
Options will shortly be investigated to replace the vandalised photo panels in the facilities.

Picton Foreshore (under Museum)
Vandals have recently destroyed a large section of a wall inside the disabled-accessible unit. This is the
worst vandalism seen in this facility since the whole block was renovated some years ago and illustrates
the lack of respect that the perpetrators have for such a high-quality facility.

Renwick
The main public toilets in Uxbridge Street were vandalised when a flushing unit was ripped-out recently,
leaving water to flood the facility and until discovered by a visitor.

Canvastown
Vandals wrecked the entrance door of the left-hand toilet at Canvastown, leaving the facility unusable.
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Taylor Dam
The toilet at Taylor Dam was fortunately spared any damage during the recent flooding/high water event
in the Taylor River.

Wither Hills Farm Park Carpark -Taylor Pass Entrance
This popular facility is still looking good, despite its high level of usage.

Harling Park (top of Howick Road)
The supplier of this facility has provided a new door (free-of-charge) to replace the existing door which
has rotted.

Seddon
Early teething issues with the new facility have been dealt with and the facility appears to be operating
well now.

Cemeteries
Fairhall
Arrangements for the Natural Burials area and Memorial/Niche wall are continuing.

Awatere
Funding for earthquake damaged memorials (from the Mayoral earthquake relief fund) is due to be
advertised in the next local magazine publication and the Marlborough Express Council page.

Picton
Landscape work in the new area of the cemetery is continuing.

Swimming Pools
Seddon Pool
The Seddon Pool site has been handed over to Jeremiah Homes to begin repairing the concrete
surrounds and pool building in time for summer. A portable shower has been provided to the campground
while the current one is out of action.

General
Tracks – Storm Damage
Remedial works are required along the Upper Taylor River Floodway Reserve where significant bank
erosion has occurred and tracks have been washed away.
The Heather Place walking track and steel bridge has also been damaged with repairs underway.
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Recent upgrade work has also taken place on the marina to marina track above Ranui Street, Waikawa.

Notable/Protected Trees
The Heritage Tree Smart Map has had links added to the Notable Tree Register where they exist. This
provides a wealth of information on local trees and it is intended to add the remaining third of
Marlborough’s protected trees onto the national register. Sixty notable tree plaques have recently been
installed and remaining trees will be done this coming year as funding permits.

Street Trees/Plots
Street tree planting will begin in early spring with priority given to higher profile streets. Upgrade of the
CBD street plots is also planned for early spring, with planting plans underway.
Nelmac has been recording street tree location, age and condition using the “Treemap” system.
Over 2000 street trees have been captured to date and the remaining two thirds will be captured when
trees come back into leaf.
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Rangers’ Report
(Information prepared by M Morgan/K Hawkins)

R510-006-02 & R510-005-04
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Graffiti Removal for 2014

90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0
Jan

Feb

March

April

May

June

July

Aug

Sept

Oct

Nov

Dec

Freedom Camping

Freedom Camping Numbers for 2014
100
90

No. of Campers

80
70
60
50

Homeless

40

Non
Contained
Self
Contained

30
20
10
0

MONTH

Assets & Services Committee – 22 July 2014 - Page 47

General
Illegal dumping and greenwaste numbers are slightly lower for this report possibly due to the wetter
weather lately. There have been three occasions where sheepskins or sheep cadaver have been
recovered. These have obviously been stolen from farmers’ paddocks and Police have been advised.
Graffiti recordings are still low with no significant tagging at present.
Freedom camping numbers are also down once again possibly due to the weather.
Some areas on the Wairau River Recreation Reserve have had wattle trees cut down by people looking
for firewood. This happens most years and those located are spoken to and warned of the consequences
and trespassed. In some occasions there is facility to also prosecute.

Road Safety Coordinator Update
(Information prepared by R Blackburn)

R800-005-03

General
The Marlborough Road Safety Community Group’s Annual Plan submission to develop a policy that will
support the safety and efficiency of mobility scooters use was approved by Council. A survey is being
developed and distributed to mobility scooter users and then later to local businesses, organisations, and
agencies to gather data on the issues relating to mobility scooter use and the routes that are travelled.
This information will be used to develop a policy that relates to Marlborough mobility scooter use.
Initial planning is now underway to research road safety issues in Marlborough that will be the focus for
NZTA funding applications for the 2015-2018 period.

Safety of Motorcycles
The winter driving campaign ‘Are you are Peery’ started I July with cloths being available to drivers to
support the need for clear windscreens. The message that impaired vision through foggy or frozen
windscreens affecting the safety of vulnerable road users such as motorcyclists was an issue that came
out of discussion with motorcyclists.
Motorcycle crashes continue to be an issue for Marlborough and the Top of the South and future NZTA
funding will be sought to address the number of serious injury crashes that occur in this region.
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Yearly Data

Death or serious injuries in Motor Cyclist
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Safety of Young Drivers
A learner licence course was held at the Community College in June. Nineteen students sat their test the
next day with support from a local driving instructor and all passed. As has recently been reported
evaluations have shown that having a support person available at the AA office to help the students with
literacy or confidence issues lifts the pass rate. For example last year only 8 out of 14 Community College
students passed their test when a support person was not available.
A radio campaign ‘Bromercials’ targeting young drivers is planned for February 2015.
No young driver deaths were reported in 2012 or 2013.
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Alcohol/Drug Impaired Driving
Planning for the 2014/2015 ‘Know Your Limit’ campaign is underway and a poster competition with a
poster brief being distributed to the three main colleges has been launched. SADD (Students Against
Dangerous Drivers) students are keen to promote the competition in the colleges.
A ‘Home to Home’ radio campaign is planned for December 2014.
Statistics indicate the Marlborough is on the national average with the number of alcohol/drug affected
serious injury crashes.
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Roads and Roadsides
Rural road, intersection, and run off road serious injury crashes are reducing in Marlborough. However
the statistics from NZTA show that there is still an issue with head on injury crashes.
A ‘Watch out for stop sign jumpers’ radio and key ring campaign is planned for July and August after
observations at the Cleghorn/Weld street intersection noted that in 15 minutes 11 vehicles were observed
approaching the ‘stop’ command and only 4 stopping.
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Yearly Data
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BikeWalk Marlborough
(Information prepared by R Dunn)

C230-001-B03

Attached are the latest minutes.

File Ref:

C230-001-B03

Minutes of Bike Walk Marlborough Meeting held in the
Committee Room, Marlborough District Council on Tuesday,
1 July 2014 commencing at 1.00 pm
Present
Clr Laressa Shenfield (Chair), Robin Dunn (Bike Walk Marlborough Co-ordinator/Reserves Officer), Ray
Clearwater (RideOn Group), Andrew James (NZTA/Marlborough Roads), Robyn Blackburn (MDC Road
Safety Co-ordinator), Lynne Haines (Avantiplus Blenheim), Duncan MacKenzie (Go Marlborough/Top of
the South Events) till 2.00 pm, Jo Hill (Wine Tours by Bike), Brenda Burr, Jeff Fulton till 2.25 pm (Vines
Village) and Clr Graeme Barsanti.

In Attendance
Beate Gregory (Secretary, MDC).

Apologies
Clr Terry Sloan (Chairman), Brigid Forrest (Forrest Winery), David Craig and Karen Walsh, Sonya
Sutherland (Sport Tasman Marlborough/RideOn Group) and Steve James.

Apologies Accepted
Clr Graeme Barsanti/Duncan Mackenzie: That the apologies be accepted.

Confirmation of Previous Minutes
Robyn Blackburn/Brenda Burr: That the minutes of the meeting held on 8 April be confirmed subject to
changing the wording “pedestrian to refuge crossing” (Andrew James, bullet point 2) and “request for
40 km speed limit on Waikawa Road (Queen Charlotte College) was not supported as there was no
funding” to – was not supported due to the age of the children attending the school and after testing the
speed of over 3000 cars it was found that only around 100 cars were over the speed limit in that area.
(Robyn Blackburn update – bullet point 2).
Clr Barsanti advised that there will be a traffic island constructed in front of the College.

Matters Arising – Action Points
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•

Approach Brayshaw Park for Road Safety Training Circuit– Clr Shenfield after speaking with
Clr Sloan told the group that a formal approach in writing to Brayshaw Park will be made.

•

Update Trust Document – Still work in process but is being updated and with a solicitor at present.

•

Prepare Draft Annual Plan Submission and circulate – Bike Walk did not submit to the annual
plan submission as the action plan requires to be updated first. The action plan itemises the projects
planned, their estimated cost and overall budget. There is $50,000 left from the last budget which is
planned to go towards the Spring Creek cycleway. The first stage of the trail to Grovetown is forecast
to cost $117,000. Jeff told the group that AA is bringing out a cycle guide this year. He suggested it
would be beneficial to the group to place the Marlborough Wine Trail map in the guide to reach the
wider public. The group agreed that this would be good tool to advertise the region.

Clr Shenfield provided an update on funds approved on cycle related
submissions
1)

Rarangi District Association - $15,000 to extend a walkway-cycle way at Rarangi from Blue Gum
Corner to Pipitea Drive.

2)

Link Pathway from Picton to Havelock - $75,000 per annum over next four years, hopefully the first
part will be open before Christmas.

3)

Submission from Jeff Fulton for cycle lanes and signage – this was referred to the Asset and
Services Committee for further consideration and exploration of funding.

4)

Cycle Club for resurfacing of Athletic Park cycling velodrome - $50,000 (advised by Duncan).

5)

Robyn advised that the Mobility Scooter Strategy was passed as well. The plan is to look at better
access for mobility scooter and pedestrian access ways. Members of the group are Robyn, Rosie,
Russell Hopkins, Stef and Chris from Marlborough Roads.

Marlborough Roads/NZTA, project and operational update – Andrew James, Road
Safety Engineer, NZTA
•

Projects have slowed down due to the end of the financial year. Some of the projects unfortunately
were waylaid in their processes and procedures. Some pedestrian refuge crossings have been
delayed due to difficulties with the contracts but the funds allocated will be carried over. Projects still
to be completed are the crossings at Waikawa School, Seddon, one or potentially two at Havelock
and Scott Street. Weld St/Stephenson St corner is currently being modified and the new crossings
and roundabouts at Springlands are progressing well.

•

The speed bylaw will be presented to Council shortly.

Road Safety Coordinator and Schools Working Group update – Robyn Blackburn
•

Robyn passed new brochures around that were developed with support of Marlborough Roads and
Sue Bush from the Police. The brochure is a guide on how to safely negotiate different crossings in
Marlborough.

•

Sonya from Sport Tasman is selling entertainment books to raise funds for maintenance of the FH
Trailer Bikes.

•

The Police donated 20 surplus bikes that the Men Shed has offered to repair to a degree that they
can be sold for $20.00 each. Robyn sought feedback on the price. Duncan counselled to keep in
mind the Consumer Guarantees Act and the qualifications of the repairers that could have legal
ramifications if a bike accident occurred. It was suggested to have a qualified bike repairer check the
bikes before sale and maybe increase the price to $30.00. Robin and Robyn will look further into this
to ascertain whether this is feasible, if the process is too problematic or costly the bikes may have to
stay with the Police.
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•

Avanti and Sue Bush from the Police run a program on road safety. The kids had to answer several
questions on road safety before and after the program. The results improved considerably after the
program was run.

RideOn Marlborough Programme and Community Hubs, Sport Tasman Update –
Sonya Sutherland
Sonya was not available but provided a report to Robin.
Ride On has so far put through their program 115 kids from Grovetown, Fairhall and Springlands Schools.
Seven members of the Ride On group have had training for the Certificate in Sport and Recreation Cycle
Skills Instructor Level 1 (off road) and 5 of those trained for Level 2 (on road) certificate. Twenty home
school kids have also been trained and Witherlea is booked in for 90 children at the end of the year. We
hope to get another 100 children from other schools/groups through before the end of the year also.
•

The Riverside Railway Society are extending the railway line from Brayshaw Park across the Taylor
River to Omaka. Danger signs have been erected to warn pedestrians and cyclists not to cross the
new railway bridge over the Taylor River. Once the railway connection is completed the group will be
seeking support from the community to lobby Council for an adjacent foot/cycle bridge.

•

A winter explorer competition will be run by Sport Tasman over the next two months to encourage
people to get out and be more active during winter. The link to register and receive the map and quiz
is Sport Tasman. This is a great initiative dreamed up by Sonya.

Events, Promotion, Education and Community Activities update Lynne Haines,
Duncan McKenzie, Kevin Wilson or others
•

Duncan is currently working with the Mountain Bike Club and Sport Tasman to organise another
event similar to the Conders Bend family day. Duncan asked Andrew what process was required to
get a road sign for the Conders Bend track, as a large majority of people do not know it exists.
Andrew advised Duncan to send him an email request.

•

A half iron man event is scheduled for 7 February 2014 in Picton.

•

Different locations are being looked for the Pump Track. The original location was flooded twice in
recent months. Damien Stones (Track Works) from Motueka, who built the Rarangi track, is coming
soon to have a look at areas for the Pump Track. A move is afoot to make Athletic Park the centre for
cycle related activities, and create a pump track there.

•

A Marlborough event (similar to the Tough Guy Event) organised by some Gyms in town is planned down the Taylor River path way. It is planned for October and being organised by Mark Grammer.

•

Marlborough Cycle Cross is running events in July, August and September.

•

Groups are still out cycling Sunday, Wednesday and Friday nights. The Tuesday and Thursday
Groups are out cycling at lunch time.

•

The Woodbourne run is on in August and the Tussock run from Seddon in September. Events are
listed in the “Follow Me” brochure or can be accessed on the MDC website.

•

Clr Shenfield advised that Council has signed a contract with Phantom Billboards to market events
in the CBD. Their contact number is 0800 Phantom. It was also noted that Council approved a
$70,000 events fund, the criteria for that is yet to be confirmed.

Cycle Facilities, Farm Park, Promotions and Budget update – Robin Dunn
•

Transport GPS (Central Government) was released a couple of weeks ago. The main focus remains to
reduce congestion and create efficient and safer highways and roads. The budget for walking and
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cycling or public transport increased marginally. Some have commented that it is reminiscent of the
1960’s.
•

The Cycling Advocates Network (CAN) is encouraging people to submit and push for more funding
for biking and walking and sustainable transport modes. Andrew suggested that applications from
individuals of the different groups would carry more weight than a submission from the Bike Walk
group. The website is CAN Cycling Advocates Network.

•

Clr Barsanti requested for Robin to provide councillors with the CAN submission form.

•

Robin mentioned that the 200 million allocated from asset sales will provide for two new bridges
locally, (Wairau and Grove Road), hopefully with bike lanes. Andrew will update the Group on the
bridge projects at the next meeting.

•

The recent floods damaged some facilities. While the Wither Hills fared well, the Taylor River Trail
and some tracks in Picton received damage. The Taylor trail is still usable but care is required when
negotiating the track, with signage in place.

•

Chris Mildon a highly regarded mountain bike track designer, coach and rider was invited to visit the
Wither Hills recently. He provided an assessment on the Wither Hills Mountain Bike Park and Picton
trails. His report outlined that some sections of trails are too steep for the erosion prone soil type and
that better water control is required for the trails. A Mountain Bike Track Building Workshop was held
on 21 June with 12 attendees. In the morning the theory of mountain bike track building was
discussed which was followed by a hands-on track building session at the Wither Hills Mountain Bike
Park. The assessment and workshop was organised in conjunction with the Marlborough Mountain
Bike Club with several members attending. Chris’s report has been placed on the Club’s website and
has also been circulated to the Rivers section and PALMS, Council’s soil conservation advisors.

•

All 13 entrances to the Wither Hills are receiving updated maps and signage.

•

Spring Creek Trail - Aurecon have finalised the drainage and track design in conjunction with the
Council’s Rivers Section. With the last years carry-over and this year’s budget, the first part of the
track to Grovetown can be tendered and commence. The cost estimate for the second stage to
Spring Creek is expected soon however will require three bridges or culverts. Current funding levels
are insufficient to progress the number of cycle path developments proposed. An updated Action
Plan is required to identify these and prioritise works and grant funding will also be explored.

•

The Bike Walk Marlborough - Cycle Trails Working Group is focusing on creating a network of trails
connecting Wineries, Restaurants B&Bs, Accommodation and visitor attractions around Marlborough
and in particular around the Wairau. The stopbank network along the Wairau and Omaka are being
investigated, as well shorter off road circuits around Renwick and Rapaura. The Southern Valleys
Cycle Trail which will run beside New Renwick Road is also proposed. This off road trail will connect
Blenheim to the Omaka Heritage Centre, Wither Hills, Villa Maria, the Brancott Heritage Centre and
Renwick. This proposed cycle trail has significant tourism growth potential, as cycle touring between
these world renowned wineries will have wide appeal. An application to central government through
the Tourism Growth Partnership is being prepared, and letters of support from tourism based
businesses will accompany this application.

•

Vern Ayson recently submitted a proposal to Council and the Mayor for a “Blenheim to the Clarence”
Cycle Way. A reply from the Mayor is underway thanking Vern for his submission.

•

Brenda asked whether the Lower Wairau Trail map has been released. Robin responded that the
new Opawa River Trail will be opened shortly and once the signage has been installed the map will
be released.

General Business
•

Clr Barsanti mentioned that Victor Koller from Outward Bound approached him to fund a wash dawn
pad for bikes coming down the Queen Charlotte Track. The cyclists are taking their muddy bikes to
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the jetty at Anakiwa to wash them down which leave a mess. Outward Bound is prepared to build the
pad on OB land and would like Council assistance to fund the cost of materials etc. The Group
agreed to make funds available for this project and for Victor Koller to ask for quotes for the pad.
•

Ray takes a group of mature residents every Monday morning out on a bike ride mostly up and down
the Taylor River. Being elderly the cyclist experience problems with lifting their bikes over the barriers
put in place to keep out motor bikes. He requested for the barriers to be replaced with single gates in
five places. Robin mentioned this may be looked at when the Wither Road extension car park is
being upgraded. A swinging type gate could be trialled at the north eastern side of the Wither Road
extension that does not allow access for motor bikes. Or even no gates could be trialled, to allow
access for Mobility Scooter users. There was a general opinion that motor bikes do not pose as
many problems as previously. Robin will raise the request with the Rivers Section and provide
feedback at the next meeting.

•

Robin asked that if anyone would like to be involved in the Mayoral Challenge coming up in
September or the Southern Valleys Cycle Trail to get in touch with him.

Closure
The meeting closed at 2.40 pm.

Next Meeting
The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 23 September 2014 at 1.00 pm in the Committee Room,
Marlborough District Council Offices.

Actions from Meeting
No.

Action

Person
Responsible

1.

Approach Brayshaw Park for Road Safety Training Circuit

Terry/Laressa

2.

Update on two new bridges (Wairau & Grove)

3.

Proposal for Gates at Taylor River

Record No: 14152060
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Andrew
Robin

