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Marlborough Roads  

Local Road Asset Management Report – 
November/December 2014 
(Information prepared by Frank Porter) R800-007-02 

General 
This report covers activities up to the end of December but noting that contractually the HEB/Opus JV do 
not need to formally report on the December/January period till early February. However, budget 
information is available along with general information otherwise routinely provided. 

Following consultation with d’Urville Island Residents, annual programmed works were undertaken during 
the month. These works included routine grading and clearing culverts, as well as trimming corners, with 
the trimmed material then used on the road surface as opposed to cutting to waste.  Whilst of lower 
quality than a complying road aggregate, this material will be ideal for the low volume of traffic on 
d’Urville Island roads.  

 
Patuki Rd, d’Urville Island - Corner Trimming 

Two stabilisation crews have been undertaking pavement repairs and pre-reseal works on SH63 and on 
Ronga and Tumbledown Bay Roads. 

Grading of the Sounds has been on-going with a number of accolades being received from locals. The 
‘Walk-n-Roll’ towed roller is being used and is working well. The unsealed network was in good condition 
prior to the Christmas period. 

Good progress has been made on reseals and other renewal designs for the coming construction season. 
Reseals are programmed to start in early January with priority being given to sites on the Grape Ride 
circuit. Some pavement rehabilitation works commenced prior to Xmas with the first site on Northbank 
Road completed. This work is continuing into January along with a programmed start to works on 
Queen Charlotte Drive. 

Financial Commentary 
Council’s combined expenditure on Maintenance and Renewals continues to sit within overall allocated 
budgets. The maintenance expenditure is running over budget by $150,000 noting that the street-lighting 
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power supply account has not been received. Renewals expenditure is running $400,000 under budget. 
Increasing escalations will impact on Marlborough Roads’ wish to meet its self-imposed target to chase 
down savings and reduce Council’s expenditure by up to $250,000.  

All storm damage works are complete with the exception of replacement of the Speeds Road Bridge and 
reinstatement of the Blairich Bridge wash-out. 

The graphs below compare expenditure against forecasts for November and December. 
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Monthly Activities 

Network Outcomes Contract 
The Network Outcomes Contract continues to operate successfully. 

The Key Results Areas (KRAs) payment and tenure review discussions are ongoing between the JV and 
Marlborough Roads respective managers.  

Local road bridging works have been progressing with precast concrete decks for Atkinsons and Lindens 
now poured. The ‘box culvert’ for the replacement of Speeds Road bridge replacement (emergency 
repairs) has been poured. 

During the month, three non-compliances of Operational Performance Measures (OPMs) were recorded 
by the JV independent auditor on the state highway network and none on the local road network. The 
main area of non-compliance continues to relate to bumps (heaves and shoves) on the network. 

Marlborough Roads Activities  
Tender documentation is being prepared for detail business case preparation of the Opawa and Wairau 
Bridge regional acceleration activities.   

Andrew James’ vacant safety engineer role is currently being back-filled on an as-required basis from the 
Transport Agency Wellington Regional Office.  

Marlborough Roads have completed the final draft Marlborough District Road Infrastructure Activity 
Management Plan (RIAMP) and are preparing the roading section of the 30-year Council strategy. Some 
minor changes are likely in the RIAMP with the 30-year plan to be considered at the February A&S 
Committee meeting. 

The Marlborough Roads administration assistant fixed-term position concluded on 19 December. Some of 
the functions of this position have subsequently been included in the NOC contract through a contract 
variation commencing 12 January 2015. The Marlborough Roads manager is preparing a business case 
to use this position vacancy to provide increased network management support within the Network Team. 
This position once approved would reinstate the original staff structure approved in the Transport 
Agency’s Highway Network Operations Group’s 2013 Maintenance and Operations review. 

The UFB roll-out around Blenheim is coming to an end. Installations are recently completed with trench 
and berm reinstatement work still being carried out. A total of 67 cabinet areas have been installed. To 
date Marlborough Roads staff have walked over 49 cabinet areas, 29 are now within the two-year 
warranty period and are awaiting rework on 20 cabinet areas. The balance cabinet areas are still to have 
our walkover inspection before we consider approval. 

The Corridor Access Request system is now well embedded and a resulting increase in reinstatement 
standards across all work activities including Council services work is noticeable. Long term this will 
reduce Council’s maintenance and renewal costs and hence whole of life costs as well as retaining higher 
levels of service for road users.  

Project Status 

State Highways 
The Springlands Intersections contract is complete except for implementation of some final safety audit 
recommendations. Marlborough Roads are in legal discussions with the Westwood developers over 
release of the bonded funding required as part of their resource consent.   

Higgins Contractors continue to make good progress at the Dashwood Overbridge and have bulk 
earthworks substantially complete. This project is on schedule for completion in early/mid 2015.  
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View looking north towards the earlier Utawai realignment 

The Spring Creek Intersection design is now dependent on negotiations with property owners. These 
negotiations will also include Council land currently leased to the Four Square business.  Property 
negotiations are underway with the Four Square owners. 

Tenders for business case development for Marlborough’s Regional Acceleration projects Opawa and 
Wairau (SH1 bridges) close in early January.   

Local Roads 
The Otta seal on the Waikakaho Road is settling down. Some minor maintenance will be required where 
the surface is being abraded at corners. 

Te Mahia seal extension works are complete. 

The removal of parking on London Quay Picton, and the setting up of Beach Chairs and planters 
happened the week before Christmas. This will be in place until after Easter. 

Communications  
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table 
identifies some of those contacts during November and December 2014. 

Group or Individual Activity 
Rick Edmonds Link Pathway 

d’Urville (northern end farmers) Road access 
Adams Families - Northbank Unformed legal road 

Ngati Kuia Agreement signing 
Buicks Ure Roading 
Downer Collaboration Picton Foreshore cleaning 

Duncan Bay Residents Roading works programme 
AA Road Transport Assn Bridge Business case ILM 

 

Customer Database Information  
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for November.  
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Compliment 7 (5%) 

Complaint 7 (5%) 

Comment 70 (52%) 

Request for Service 49 (36%) 

Other 2 (2%) 
 

The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for December.  

Compliment 7 (9%) 

Complaint 4 (5%) 

Comment 37 (47%) 

Feedback 2 (2%) 

Request for Service 29 (37%) 
 

Road Safety  
As reported in the Marlborough Express in early January, Marlborough recorded one fatal crash on the 
network during 2014, the lowest since records started in 1980.  While there is no room for complacency, 
the result is outstanding for us locally. 

One of the more recent Marlborough initiatives has been safety retrofitting SH1 between Picton and 
Blenheim with new wire-rope barrier and guardrail installations, at a total cost of $2.5m. This work has 
now been in place for 12 months in which time there have been no serious crashes along the 30km 
length of highway. The Marlborough team are somewhat chuffed about this! 

The 2014 result is not just about the continual highway improvements. Thinking back 30 years, we drove 
at much higher speeds, we thought less about the consequences of a crash and were a lot less focussed 
on a safe journey or safe vehicle. We get great support from Police and Council with their community 
road safety programmes which along with national advertising is continually reinforcing safety messages 
with road users. 

Zero Harm 
The Transport Agency is rolling out its Zero Harm policy and will be working with suppliers to improve 
health and safety outcomes.  

In November, the HEB/Opus JV reported seven incidents:  

• 5 “near miss” vehicle incidents 
• 5 “near miss” non-vehicle incidents 
• no first aid injuries 
• 1 medical treatment injury 
• 1 restricted work injury (light duties) 
• no “lost-time” injuries   

No Marlborough Roads near miss incidents were reported. 
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Rivers and Drainage Section – Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Geoff Dick, Brin Williman, Roger Fitzgerald, Steve Bezar, Kevin McFall, 
David Aires, Jan van der Vliet, Hai Trieu)  R700-014-01 

Wairau River 
Mechanical fairway clearing and some ground-based fairway spraying commenced just prior to 
Christmas.  

A second stopbank mow was completed prior to Christmas on southern Wairau stop bank reach SH 1 - 
SH 6. Maintenance of a 2.8 km section of stopbank crest carriageway was also completed. 

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries 

Upper Opawa – SH 1 to Omaka Confluence 
In-stream maintenance works have been completed upstream of Jacksons Road. This work included 
removal of gravel (flood deposits) from the active channel, tree and flood debris removal and the creation 
of a small gravel trap. Some minor re-battering and rip rap work was also required. 

 

Are Are Creek 
Tree removal and re-battering work has been completed near the top end of the Council managed section 
of this stream. 

Gibsons Creek (just downstream of Waihopai intake) 
Southern Valleys Irrigation intakes were re-charged on 5 December 2014 and again on 18 December 
2014 due to low flows and wash-outs after minor freshes in both Waihopai and Wairau River systems. A 
small section (180 m) upstream of SH 63 had silt and weed removal carried out. Large windblown trees 
were safely removed from north branch at Cloudy Bay vineyards. 

School Creek, Renwick 
A second tazz-run (weed-eating) was completed on 27 November. 

Wither Hills 

Upper Sutherland Stream 
A new division fence to enable better stock management was completed. Access track improvements and 
water table control works were started but now deferred until fire risk reduces. 

Opawa River 
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Tunnel Gully Rehabilitation Work 
Started at various locations in Quail and along Taylor Pass Road face. Dozing and ripping in readiness 
for cultivation and sowing down.  

 

Fire - Grigg Drive, Taylor Pass Road 

On 19 October 2014 a fire burnt a large part of a pine plantation in the gully opposite Grigg Drive. 
Restoration works are underway with the first phase completed. The initial work involved clearing and 
windrowing of about 6 ha of fire debris.  

Council has lodged a claim with its insurers covering the cost of putting out the fire and the value of 
timber lost to the fire. Consultation has included the Marlborough Kaikoura Rural Fire Authority, Merrill 
and Ring, Palms and Rivers and Reserves sections within Council including the Farm lessee. The area 
will not be fully planted initially due to soil infrastructure and weed control work to be completed and the 
timing of these works. Any net proceeds from the insurance claim will go towards re-fencing the area 
perimeter, weed control, soil conservation and gully planting. The long term considerations for this area 
will take into account urban development, fire risk, site management and farm integration, amenity and 
recreational use opportunities. 

 

Fire reduction work along mountain bike track at foothills adjacent to Taylor Pass Road carried out – 
approximately 1.5 ha included removing all vegetation less than 6 feet in height and mulching material, 
waterway maintenance and access provisions. 

Fire damaged block 

Gully rehabilitation work 
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General Wither Hills Maintenance 
Aerial weed control for broom has been completed on eastern catchments covering 46 ha.  

 

 

Further aerial control of gorse is scheduled for Quail catchment later on.  

Chilean Needle Grass control carried out at identified locations working in with Biosecurity staff – 
Taylor Flats perimeter and Harling Flat area. 

The design of the woolshed extension is now complete and ready for submitting for resource and building 
consent.  

Pest Control - 212 possums and 8 cats trapped in area extending from Taylor Pass Road to Sutherland 
Stream.  

Planning for 2015 and 2016 block plantings is underway and will focus on eastern catchments. 

Drainage 

Lower Opawa River-Opawa Loop 
The Opawa Loop was injected prior to Christmas to control aquatic weed. 

Several Opawa Loop trees were trimmed or removed where they have fallen and blocked the channel 
following recent high winds. 

Taylor River: Town Area 
Weed control both aquatic and along the edges of the channel completed to maintain a clear channel 
through town. 

Further work is likely to be required upstream of the Hutcheson Street bridge before the summer warm 
spell is over. 

Aerial spraying in operation 

Assets & Services Committee – 10 February 2015 – Page 8 



Lower Opawa 
A cut of the lower Opawa weed is underway. This is a full cut aiming to cut and remove as much of the 
growing weed as possible. 

A further cut in the early autumn is likely to be required. 

Stormwater Pumping Stations 

Main Street Pump Upgrade 
Works are underway on the initial stages of upgrading this pump station.  

This preliminary work involves upgrade of the immediately adjacent stopbank including new bank edge 
protection works and construction of an all-weather access to the existing pump station building. The 
access involves setting back the existing access gate to enable safe egress from the highway, new 
metalled track to the pump house and drainage to deal with wet weather water ponding. The upgraded 
access will be reflected in an amended access easement agreement with the landowner.  

The upgrade plan will now involve putting a new (single) larger pump in the existing pump house and 
replacing the discharge pipe with a new larger pipe to suit the new pump. The upgrade will require new 
electrical control equipment and uprating the power supply by installing a diesel generator unit (the run 
hours on this pump station are very low). Eventually it is planned to install telemetry equipment so that the 
status of the pump station can be remotely monitored during storm events. 

The original plan had been to build a complete new pump house including chamber and inlet screen 
immediately inland of the existing pump house. This would have been a two pump station with plenty of 
capacity to meet current and any likely future requirements.  However, geotechnical advice suggested 
that any new pump station should be built back on the edge of SH 1 to minimise the risk of probable 
liquefaction/lateral spread damage during a large earthquake. Costs for a new station at this location 
were starting to mount with land purchase costs and the need to completely relay one of the existing 
gravity outfalls so that it could be safely pressurised during a flood event.  

In the end it was decided that upgrading the existing pump house with completely new mechanical and 
electrical equipment was a very cost effective option and will provide capacity to meet 60 – 70% of ideal 
design capacity. Any overdesign events will be rare and have limited impacts on a couple of properties at 
the end of South Street. 

The next step in the upgrade is to formalise the land ownership agreement including acquisition of the 
land underlying the existing pump station and the new access easement. 

Redwood Street 
A new variable speed electrical control has been ordered for the recently refurbished pump station. This 
will provide reliable starting (electrical overload) during flood events and enable the pump speed to be 
manually matched to flow during pumping. Similar equipment is proposed to be installed in the 
Main Street pump station. 

Rural Drain Maintenance 

Landowner Consultation 
The letters to landowners advising of the proposed extension of the Drainage Network have been sent 
out. We are getting a steady stream of feedback with no particular themes or major issues arising at this 
stage. 

Staff met Constellation Wines managers regarding drainage issues and the conversion of the Woolley 
property at Tuamarina into vineyard. 
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Works 
Drains A, B, H, Chaytors outlet and Fultons Creek outlet mechanically excavated - 1326 metres. 

Some re-spraying of drains to remove regrowth including plantain weeds following spring spray round 
completion. 

Drain R alongside SH1 at Spring Creek and Sandhills Outlet has been hand cleaned to trim back/remove 
trees, branches, tree roots etc. 

A long section of Mapps waterway has been surveyed prior to mechanical excavation. 

Spring Creek was injected in early December to control the submerged aquatic weed. Recent readings of 
staff gauges indicate a receding water level. 

Adjusted the Marukoko-Roberts drain weir to a summer mode status following discussions with land 
owners. 

Riverlands Floodway Stopbank Upgrading 
Land owners agreement issues are being worked through so that the next section of upgrade can be 
completed – the reach immediately downstream of Cob Cottage Road. 

Floodway Reserves 
• Met Matua Wines staff re burning of pine trees from winery water at the disposal site. New nozzles 

with a lower discharge arc have been fitted following discussions. 

• Pasture grass sown at Reserve 127 following river berm works. Soil moisture levels not ideal 
however. 

• Some secondary mowing for Christmas visitors at Taylor Dam, Ferry Bridge at Spring Creek and 
O’Dwyers Road. 

• Inspected tree blocks with Council’s forestry consultant. The dry spring and summer has affected 
survival rates in the replanted blocks and will result in the need for a winter infill/bulking replant. 

Picton, Sounds and Awatere 

Waikawa and Waitohi Rivers 
This year’s second round of tazzing (weed-eating) and waterway clearing works were completed prior to 
Christmas. Large fallen trees and flood debris blockages were cleaned out of Waitohi River upstream of 
railway over bridge.  

The annual run through the triple culverts to remove shellfish and other crustaceans was carried out on 2 
and 3 December 2014.  
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Waikawa River Gravel Trap 
The Waikawa Gravel Trap, sited above Waikawa Road, was excavated in accordance with Consent 
U140557 and with liaison with MDC Environmental Group and Te Atiawa Trust. A fish recovery was 
carried out with a number of native fish recovered and relocated upstream prior to start of works. A total 
of 1800 m3 was extracted. 

The purpose of the Waikawa Gravel Trap is remove gravel prior to it getting into the lower reaches 
alongside the residential area where it would otherwise settle and reduce the flood carrying capacity. The 
site of the gravel trap is such that the extraction should have less environmental impact than if the 
extraction took place in the lower reach. 

Waitohi Triple Culverts 
Further informal discussions have been had with KiwiRail staff about plans for the rail yard, in particular 
any upcoming major upgrades where there may be an opportunity to complete another section of lid 
raising/capacity improvements. 

It seems that KiwiRail are looking at the rail yard layout with the likely future ferry fleet in mind but no 
definitive plans are in place yet. 

Blairich River (Tributary of Awatere River) 
Vegetation clearance was carried out on behalf of Marlborough Roads over a 900 m reach of Blairich 
River upstream of the confluence with the Awatere River. This work was carried out under consent 
U140529 with the object to provide a clearer path for floods and ensure these waters go under the 
Awatere Valley Road Bridge. 

The river had become choked with willow trees to the extent that flood waters would breakout and flood 
the Awatere Valley Road. 

Investigations and Planning 

Redwood Street and Town Branch Drain Stormwater Upgrade – 
Hydraulic Modelling and Options Costing 
The appointed consultant Aurecon Group NZ Ltd is on programme target and budget since project 
commencement in October 2014. 

Team from Dave Fowler Contracting commencing cleaning 
of the Waitohi triple culverts 
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Phase 1 - existing data collection and verification and gap analysis is complete. No major gaps were 
identified; the consultant commented that the data kept by Council was comprehensive and of very good 
quality. 

The consultant is now underway with Phase 2 - development of the hydraulic model. 

Caseys Creek Upgrade – Plan Change 64, 65 and 67:  Additional 
stormwater discharge  
Davidson Group Ltd is on programme target/time-line to complete the concept design and initial costing of 
the necessary upgrade of lower Caseys Creek to enable development to proceed north of Old Renwick 
Road.   

Design tasks also include concept design and costing of a proposed upgrade of the section of Opawa 
River stopbank between the pump station and the end of Waipuna Street and options for a new two-lane 
access track to serve the new sports field north of Caseys Creek.  

The Davidson Group tasks follow on from the initial hydrological and hydraulic investigations completed 
in-house last year. The proposed capacity improvements including bed level gradient re-grading, culvert 
upgrades and pump station upgrades were identified at the time.  

Hydraulic investigations and options are being fine-tuned as new stormwater layouts are being developed 
for the re-zoned areas. This task will consider and incorporate, where appropriate, include the outcomes 
of the Pattle Delamore & Partners stormwater storage and soil infiltration study. 

Draft design report and drawings were submitted beginning of December 2014. Final concept design and 
costings are expected by the end of March 2015.  

Wilson Street, Havelock – Stormwater Capacity Upgrade 
Agreement has been reached with the landowner with regards to the design and cost sharing of the 
works which include a re-instated and upgraded driveway and culvert, to allow access to a four lot 
subdivision approved about five years ago. The works also includes the construction of a small deflection 
embankment to the north side of the creek. 

Negotiations on obtaining an easement along the creek, for Council maintenance purposes, are ongoing. 
A second valuation from Quotable Value NZ has been received which should assist in agreeing a 
compensation sum.  

A quote from Crafar Crouch Construction Ltd to do the work expired on 15 December 2014. Once 
agreement has been reached with the landowner a re-pricing of the original quote will be sought. The 
lead-in time for culverts to be delivered on site is five weeks. 

Cross Section Surveys – Upper Taylor and Omaka River  
Bed cross section surveys have been completed and report delivered December 2014. Bed erosion 
analysis for the Upper Taylor is underway. 

Tsunami Generation – Southern Hikurangi Sub-duction Zone and 
Evacuation Mapping  
GNS has completed the investigation on the extent of potential sub-duction zone rupture (earthquake) 
into Cook Straight and the Taranaki Bight; the final report was delivered at the end of October. The 
project was conducted in partnership with Nelson City Council, Tasman District Council, Greater 
Wellington Regional Council and Christchurch City Council (lead). 

The main limitation of this study lies in the fact that a worst case tsunami scenario is only definable by its 
impact and not by its source. The possible worst case scenario was assessed by defining the boundaries 
of all possible parameters that control the tsunami process. The earlier report by GNS: “Review of 
Tsunami Hazard in New Zealand – William Power (2013 Update) indicates a source “worst case” 
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generated tsunami wave for the Rarangi area as potentially being 6 to 12 m and 4 to 10 m for the 
Sounds. 

The impact of this requires full inundation simulation, “tsunami generated hydraulic model” and/or 
inundation standards as adapted across New Zealand and internationally, will be the next phase for 
Council to investigate. The outcome of these analyses will allow us to develop appropriate information 
publications, eg; warning signs/procedures, website information and evacuation mapping and procedures 
for potentially affected communities as well as from a District planning point of view. These will be in-line 
with the “Tsunami Evacuation Zones – Director’s Guideline for Civil Defence Emergency Management 
Groups [DGL 08/08]”. 

GNS have been appointed at the end of December 2014 to generate the Tsunami Evacuation Zone Maps 
which will include the Sounds. Substantial completion of the maps (deliverable) is expected by the end of 
April 2015. Finances were sought from MCDEM Resilience Fund and Envirolink; both being unsuccessful 
for various reasons. Council has made the commitment to finance this project; it has to be noted that this 
phase doesn’t include publications, eg; sign boards and wider community consultation. 

Renwick Township – Proposed Re-zoning to the West and North: 
Flood Risk Assessment  
A Project Plan is being prepared addressing the expected objectives, methodology, resources and time 
line. It is envisaged that this will be completed by March 2015 with an expected start date of the project 
being July/August 2015, ie; next financial year. 

Gravel Extraction 
• The annual gravel allocation year commences on the 1st of March each year. 

• Gravel extraction figures for the 10 month period up to 31st December 2014 is as follows: 

Wairau River  

Reach (Waihopai River confluence to the 
Ferry Road Bridge), where annual 
allocation has been reduced to 
121,500 m3 for 2014/15. 

95,273 m3 

 

(78.4% of annual allocation) 

Other rivers within in the district (incl. 
Sounds, Upper Wairau & Awatere) 52,715 m3 

Total to date for the Marlborough District 147,988 m3 
  

• Stockpile sales for March 2014 – December 2014 are: 22,829 m3 

• Below is a plot of gravel extraction in the Wairau River for the ‘Waihopai confluence to the Ferry 
Bridge’ reach. The allocation has been reduced from 245,000 m3/yr in 2012/13 to 121,500 m3/yr 
for 2014/15. 
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Quarries 

Pukaka 
Demand for both rock and by-product remains strong. The quarry currently has good stockpiles of rock on 
hand to meet expected demand for Taylor River (including Benmorven Road capital works) and Wairau 
River maintenance work over the coming summer. 

Similarly ongoing quarry development of the east benches has ensured a good supply of by-product to 
meet the crushed aggregate demand. 

Council’s contractors, Simcox Contractors, have invested in new crushing and screening plant for the 
quarry. This will not only ensure reliable processing of quarry by-product but also will ensure that Health & 
Safety requirements are easily met. 

Hillersden (Upper Wairau Valley) 
There is currently a demand for the existing quarry by-product at Hillersden. The demand is mostly for 
roading metal for forestry roads and vineyard development in the upper Wairau Valley. 

Three contractors are currently processing and carting aggregates from the quarry. It is intended to invest 
the expected revenue back into weed control and repair of the boundary fence. 

If the demand continues then it is likely at least one of the benches will be sufficiently exposed to make a 
shot for some river rock for local landowners viable. 
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Planning and Development Section 

Tender Acceptance:  Elevation No. 2 Reservoir – 
Contract 2014/65 
(Information prepared by Stuart Donaldson) C315-14-65 

Further to the agenda item at the Assets and Services Committee Meeting on 25 November 2014 which 
addressed the budget for the project, five suitably qualified companies with relevant experience and 
confirming an interest in the contract were invited to tender. Fulton Hogan, Kidson Construction and 
Hawkins Infrastructure submitted tenders. 

Tenderers were invited to offer tenders for two options: Option 1 – concrete reservoir fully designed by 
Beca and Option 2 – alternative materials with parts designed by Beca and the balance of design by the 
contractor. All three tenders included an Option 1 concrete and Option 2 steel reservoir. A single 
envelope weighted attribute system was used to rank tenders. Three Beca engineers evaluated the 
non-price attributes.  

On the basis of the tender ranking, Beca recommended accepting the option 1 tender of Fulton Hogan for 
$1,505,746.70 (excluding contingency and excluding GST). Fulton Hogan was advised of tender award 
on 19 December 2014. 

 

Tender Acceptance: Vernon Street Sewage Pump Station – 
Contract 2014/64 
(Information prepared by Stuart Donaldson C315-14-64 

The Vernon Street sewage pump station in Riverlands Industrial Estate is being upgraded to provide 
greater resilience. A new wet well and valve chamber are to be constructed so that an additional pump 
can be installed. This will provide redundancy in the case that a pump fails during vintage and will provide 
for increasing capacity as the industrial area is developed. 

Six companies were invited to tender for the civil works to construct the pump station. Tenders were 
received from Crafar Crouch Construction and Hawkins Infrastructure. The higher ranking tender of 
Crafar Crouch was accepted for the sum of $312,057 (excluding contingency and (GSTexcl). 

Sewage pump station wet wells in Marlborough are exclusively concrete. In Riverlands the wastewater is 
acidic due primarily to discharges from wineries. Concrete surfaces, exposed steel and pumps in 
Riverlands sewerage are corroding at a fast rate. The wet well is being manufactured in glass reinforced 
plastic (fibre glass) under separate contract. This is Council’s first GRP sewage pump station. GRP is 
particularly resistant to sewage and industrial wastewater. 

There is budget in the current year for the works. 
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Tender Acceptance: Bluegums Landfill Stage 7 – Contract 
2014/68 
(Information prepared by Stuart Donaldson) C315-14-68 

This contract is for the construction of the next stage of the Bluegums Regional Landfill and includes final 
capping of stages 2, 4 and 5. 

The tender was publicly advertised. Tenders were received from Fulton Hogan, Higgins and Simcox. 
Tender evaluation resulted in Higgins receiving the highest ranking and was therefore awarded the 
contract for the sum of $1,945,210.59 (GST excl). 

The tender price is within budget. 

Bulk earthworks will be carried out this summer and the liner installed next summer (2015/16). 

Cloudy Bay Reservoir Upgrade – Contract 2012/48 
(Information prepared by Stuart Donaldson) C315-12-48 

Fulton Hogan has completed the upgrade to the Cloudy Bay Business Park reservoir. The upgrade 
included seismic strengthening. 

The reservoir serves Cloudy Bay Business Park and Riverlands Industrial Estate. 

The cut batter behind the reservoir is slumping and some remedial works will be carried out to remove 
loose material and regrade the slope. 
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Services and Operations 

Education Report Term 4, 2014 
(Information prepared by Annie McDonald, Education Officer) E340-001-001 

Enviroschools 

Aims  
To successfully manage and facilitate all Enviroschools in the programme. This includes comprehensive 
staff training for new schools; support and professional development for schools taking on theme areas of 
the Enviroschools programme, assistance with schools who are taking on action projects and reflection 
on the programme including facilitation of Enviroschools reflections. There are 25 Enviroschools in 
Marlborough in the Enviroschools programme and the Marlborough Kindergarten Association. This 
equates to 80% of our schools. 

Outcomes 
• Picton Kindergarten achieved the Bronze level of Enviroschools. 

• A bus tour is being planned with the early years programme to visit kindergartens at Silver and 
Green Gold Level in the Nelson/Tasman region in Term 1, 2015. 

• A four day Enviroschools conference held in Cambridge in the October holidays was attended by 
the education officer, teacher facilitator and two teachers from Grovetown School as part of their 
preparation towards a Green Gold level in Enviroschools. 

• A presentation was made at this conference to show how Marlborough District Council works with 
schools through the Enviroschools programme using a water example and shared Renwick 
Schools’ student presentation on water. 

• A second student leadership workshop was run at Bohally Intermediate with support from the 
Youth Trust and DOC.  

• Four theme based workshops have been delivered to staff at schools in preparation for 2015.  

• Four schools have been supported schools with reflection meetings to prepare for Enviroschools 
level reflections and a review in 2015. 

• An Enviroschools regional meeting was held to reflect on 2014 programmes and plan events for 
Term 3, 2015 which is the regions 10 year celebration of delivering the Enviroschools 
programme. 

• The Enviroschools local resources have been updated. 

• Meetings have been held with The Enviroschools Foundation to begin to develop a virtual support 
centre for Enviroschools in the Marlborough region. 

• Meetings have been held with colleagues from the Top of the South councils to plan the next 
Enviroschools Hui to be held in Tasman in February and hosted by us. 
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General Schools Programmes 

Aims 
To encourage schools to reduce waste and conserve water use and provide opportunities for learning.  

Outcomes 
• Two tours have been given of the recycling centre. 

• The Schools Award section of the Marlborough Environment Awards was coordinated and the 
winners announced at a ceremony where the Mayor made presentations. Bohally Intermediate 
School won the school’s award with their seed saving project and Renwick School was runner up 
with their garden to table programme. 

Kids’ Edible Gardens 

Aims 
To successfully manage and facilitate the Kids’ Edible Garden programme. This includes developing 
resources to support the programme, training and professional development for teachers and facilitators. 

There are currently 20 Kids’ Edible Garden schools in Marlborough. 

Outcomes 
• Four new facilitators have been trained and taken up roles in existing schools. 

• Monitoring visits have been made to all schools in the Kids’ Edible Garden programme this term 
and it was exciting to see the wide variety of both garden and class programmes being delivered. 

• The facilitator support role has been gaining momentum with four schools using the programme. 

• A teacher workshop was delivered to Rapaura School who has just joined the KEG programme. 

• Garden facilitators were all given the opportunity to attend a relevant Garden Marlborough 
workshop. 

• A number of schools have been supported with class programmes to support garden lessons. 

• Schools have been notified of the support they will receive in 2015. 

• Plans are underway to celebrate the 10 year anniversary with an event in Term 4, 2015. 

Sustainable Living 

Aims 
To link the Sustainable Living single topics to the Enviroschools’ theme areas. This allows for schools to 
offer single topic seminars to their school community on topics that students are studying from the 
Enviroschools’ theme areas which include waste, water, living landscapes, ecological buildings and 
energy. 
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Outcomes 

• A set of updated materials have been produced by the Sustainable Living Trust and we will be 
updating our resources to match these early in 2015. 

• Planning is underway for organic waste workshops to be presented to kindergarten parents in 
terms 1 and 2, 2015. 

Waste Management and Minimisation Plan (WMMP) 2015 to 
2021 and Waste Assessment 
Please see attached. 

 

Assets & Services Committee – 10 February 2015 – Page 19 



Emergency Management Activity Report 
(Information prepared by John Foley/Gary Spence) E200-001-003-04, E200-002-006-03 

Rural Fire 

We have experienced a number of 
fires in the last three weeks  which 
have proved costly in more than 
just extinguishing the fire. A recent 
fire just north of Seddon has 
damaged fencing, water 
reticulation and reduced the ability 
to provide summer grazing, all of 
which has a flow on affect for the 
owners. 

This fire started down by the rail 
track and quickly spread to hill 
country. Fast work by both 
farmers and fire crews contained 
this fire to 53 hectares (around 80 
if you take in the hill country). 

A big thanks has to go out to 
police, Council staff, fire crews 
and the farming community that all 
provided support during the fire. 

Other recent fires that had potential to become 
uncontrollable have been one of two started by 
fireworks being thrown into dry grass at 11pm at 
night. Fire Crews from Renwick and Waihopai 
attended.   

Other calls have been: - 

• Brookby Road  - Grass & Shed 
• Flemmings Rd – Rubbish Fire 
• Waihopai Valley – Grass Fire 
• Rai Valley – Scrub Fire 
• Wairau Bar – Bonfire on Beach 

 

This fire was started down at Lake Grassmere when a 
power pole shorted and caught fire. 

With the top of the pole burning it quickly dropped embers 
onto the ground setting the grass alight. 
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Total Fire Ban  
As of the 31 January 2015 the whole of the Marlborough Kaikoura Rural Fire Authorities District 
be in a Total Fire Ban, this covers all areas within the Marlborough and Kaikoura Districts, 
Council’s territorial areas. 

As of 31 January Saturday Morning 8.00 am the DOC Zone and all of the Kaikoura District will be moving 
into a total fire ban. This will mean the whole of the Marlborough Kaikoura Rural Fire Authority district will 
be covered by the Total Fire Ban. 

With no real rain relief in sight the next few weeks through high summer and into early autumn are usually 
the hottest, driest time of the year in Marlborough and Kaikoura that means we are entering our peak fire 
risk period.  

There have already been several outbreaks of fire in the region, some of which have cost property 
owners dearly. 

All fires in the open will be banned including enclosed incinerators, all camp fires including DOC reserves, 
Chinese Lanterns, pizza ovens, braziers and solid fuel barbecues. The only types of fire exempted from 
this ban are gas-fired barbecues. 

The ban will remain in place until such time as the elevated fire risk declines, either through persistent 
rainfall and/or falling temperatures. 

Any person undertaking any activity during hot dry conditions that may generate a lot of heat, should take 
the utmost care, the use of chain saws, mowers, harvesters, grinders or just driving through long grass 
should only be undertaken during the cool of the morning or evening. But care still needs to be taken. 

Training 

All crews continue to run their own trainings along with the higher level unit standard training provided by 
the fire authority.  

A new training roster has now been completed and will be placed on the MKRFA website. 

 

Update Website 

Additional interactive fire weather danger information has 
now been linked to MKRFA website, one such area is for 
the forestry industry allowing them to see current and 
predicted fire danger, enabling them to instruct crews 
what the fire danger will be.  

The system operates with information being feed into the 
model from our new digital fire weather stations located 
throughout the district. 

By using codes it makes it visually simple to see where 
each zone sits, when a new colour is reached crews have 
to carry out predetermined actions to mitigate the risk of 
fire which are seen as best practice within the industry. 

Over the years we have experienced a number of fires 
from the power lines auto reclose system. 

When a short is created on a power line there are a number that try to reset three times before shutting 
down, this is when there is the greatest danger of a fire being ignited. 
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The new system allows Marlborough Lines to know which areas are in the greater risk area and will turn 
off the auto reclose preventing the system trying to reconnect. 

This is being trialed over the summer and will be reviewed during the winter. 

Emergency Management 

Community Resilience 
The “Being Prepared” message is ongoing with the recent Clued Up Kids week. This is our main event in 
terms of public education. Last year’s event attracted some 590 children from approx 17 schools from as 
far away as Canvastown and Rai Valley. This year will see the 10th anniversary of this very successful 
event. The school groups are taken through various stations involving Emergency Response, water 
safety, fire safety, rail safety, road safety, quad bike safety, dog safety. In the Civil Defence home safety 
set the groups are taken through the earthquake simulator, what is an emergency kit and grab bag as 
well as water storage and the Civil Defence “sting” alert. 

A new advertising campaign is due to start in July 2015 

 

Neighbourhood Support 
The numbers of coordinators for Marlborough so far stands at 61 with huge 
interest from the Seddon area. 

The introduction of the “Neighbourhood News” newsletter has been well 
received with residents now adding to the content. The first newsletter for 
2015 will be due out in February. 

This year we intend to be involved with the “Street Clean Up” campaign, 
initiated by Police and Safer Communities. 
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Emergency Response Team 
Training for this group of 10 will recommence in February at the introduction of the 2015 training 
schedule. We recently took part in a combined response exercise along with Red Cross, the 
Woodbourne Base CD response team and the CD volunteer team from Renwick. The success of this 
was well received with more exercises planned for this year. Most of the team have now completed 
Unit Standards 3285 for health and safety on the fire ground and two members recently assisted with 
the Calrossie Fire near Dashwood. 
 

  

  
 

IMT Training 
Training starts early February for this group with an emphasis on desk top scenarios and practical 
exercises, along with introducing EMIS as an initial resource. 

EMIS 
Michelle Phillips from Nelson has sent through training dates that start 11 February. It is also proposed 
to have this group more involved in radio work so information can be sent direct to EMIS. 

Welfare 
Three meetings are planned this year for the Marlborough Local Welfare Committee. 
As a result of the Monitoring and Evaluation study, undertaken by the Ministry, we are actively seeking 
a Group Welfare Manager. 

Sector Emergency CD Teams 
Contact with the Sectors is consistent with “Updates” going out bi-monthly 
keeping them informed of what is happening in the various areas. Visiting each 
area will take place early this year to reconnect with the teams and replenish their 
field boxes. Sectors have now been stocked with the temporary Registration Form 
pending the new guidelines release from the Ministry later this year. 
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Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Rosie Bartlett, Robert Hutchinson, Robin Dunn, Nic Crous, 
Mark Witehira, Robyn Blackburn, Murray Morgan)  R510-009-000-01 

Blenheim Parks and Reserves 

Pollard Park 
Maintenance has been the main priority over the last few weeks, keeping the gardens weeded, 
watered and the lawns mowed. 

Pollard has been very busy with a lot of visitors over the last month or two, with all the great summer 
weather and also the busy cruise boat season. 

When the cruise boats are in Picton we get loads of the passengers coming to Pollard on buses to 
look around the park. On a busy day there may be ten or more busloads of people which is great for 
the park.  

This season we have chosen to depict the Flanders poppy symbol on our Pictorial garden. The symbol 
represents an “entry point” to First World War centenary activities. 

 

Seymour 
All of the gardens at Seymour Square have been weeded and maintained. 

Annual beds have had at least two hand weeds and also been hoed, flowers are looking great and will 
need to be dead headed from time to time to keep new flowers coming on. 

The two big triangle annual beds next to the clock tower have been planted with the Flanders Poppy 
symbol for the centenary activities. 
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Seymour Square is being used as part of the 100 ceremonials of WW1. The last post is being played 
at the clock tower at 6.00 pm for 100 nights. The final night being 24 April. At the same time the 
names of 6-7 Marlborough soldiers are read out in remembrance. 

These ceremonies have been well attended with 40-50 in attendance. 

Lansdowne Park 
North Lansdowne – Softball area continues to develop with the growing in of turf. The site is looking 
lush and green and is on track for use in September 2015. 

Earthquake strengthening works on the grandstand is underway. Box steel support being welded to 
the excessing metal frame to provide further support. 

Central Rugby Club have signed the lease for land beside their club rooms. In the sports plan this area 
has been identified for additional parking. The development of the car parking area is not currently 
funded but is in the Annual Plan for 2015/16. 

Discussions continue with Marlborough Softball to facilitate their move from A & P Park to Lansdowne 
Park by 1 September 2015. A MOU has been drafted so that both parties agree on who is responsible 
for what. This includes a timeline for development. 

Riverside Park 
Earthquake strengthening work has started on the gym club, this work will take 3-4 months, during this 
time the club will remain open. APL is managing this project.  

Horton Park 
A very successful primary schools cricket tournament was held in Blenheim, 14 teams from the south 
island played on great strips at Horton, Oliver and Endeavour Parks for a sun filled week during 
January 2015. 

General Parks 
Due to the dry parched conditions Reserves has stopped mowing reserves areas in the southern end 
of Blenheim. This includes areas in Sutherland Stream, Wither Hills, Boulevard on Taylor and Upper 
Harling rise. 

Plant material is also suffering with plants now wilting and dying in parks without irrigation. Trees 
under stress are now being watered weekly to keep them alive till the next significant rains.  

Water restrictions in Renwick and Picton will have an effect on irrigated reserves and sports parks in 
these areas. Sports surfaces will become hard and unsafe to play on, plant material and lawns will go 
brown and die off. 

A press release about watering street and park trees as well as an explanation why there is no 
mowing of parks in certain areas has been prepared for the media. 

Grovetown Lagoon  
The World Wetlands day is on 31 January and another public Open Day is being held at the Lagoon. 
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Wither Hills Farm Park 

High Fire Risk  
Restricted access within the Farm Park now applies, with only the lower tracks and trails 
recommended in the afternoons. Fire Risk warning signs are installed at every entrance. 

This also applies to contractors, with only essential work carried out presently.  

Events 
The King and Queen of the Withers and Men’s Couch Potato events were recently held and another 
Mountain Bike Demo Day.  

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage 
Gravelling of the high use Twin Tanks Track above the Rotary Lookout was done prior to Christmas 
and has been well received. This will improve year round access during winter months and has 
removed the ruts and uneven ground surface. 

 

The Stockyard Trail was checked and assessed after the recent mountain bike incident, however the 
trail was in good condition and built to best practise guidelines.  

Weed Control 
Gorse control is proposed next season within the Mountain Bike Park next season. 

Renwick Reserves 

Lions Reserve 
No reports of vandalism over the Christmas period. 

Kowhai Reserve 
A request has been received from an estate agent to remove (or top) a mature reserve tree adjacent 
to a property. Reserves don’t believe that this is justified and the agent will need to follow the policy 
process if they wish to pursue it. 
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Rousehill Reserve 
There have been a number of complaints about the mess and possible danger from the mature 
eucalypt trees in this reserve, over the past twelve months. Contractors have safety-assessed the 
trees in the past (and have done some work where deemed necessary) but the mess continues to be 
a problem. 

Vorbach Reserve 
No issues. 

Awatere and Flaxbourne Reserves 

Awatere 
The Seddon Pool is open – still a few minor “issues” to complete before signing off completion of the 
project. 

The bark under the playground has been replaced. The plastic slide has been removed due to 
damage caused by vandalism this is being repaired and will be replaced in full. 

The decision has been made to upgrade the sport pavilion on the domain rather than wait for the hall 
upgrade which is budgeted for in five plus years in the LTP. This will enable users of the domain to 
have access to changing facilities, including a public toilet.  

Progress is being made for the bus shelter, the concrete pad has been laid and the plans have been 
finalised, just waiting on the sign off from the principal engineer.  

Flaxbourne 
Design for the reinforcing of the Ward Show pavilion has been confirmed; work due to start in 
February 2015. This will allow the pavilion to be used during the 2015 A & P show. 

The Flaxbourne Settlers Association will be placing a picnic table in the Ward Domain playground, 
which will complement the area. 

A site inspection has been planned to the Ward War Memorial to ensure that it is ready for the World 
War 1 Centenary on 24 April 2015. 

Picton Reserves 

Queen Charlotte Lookout 
Flags at this location require more regular attention – they are possibly more wind-battered than those 
in town. They are currently waiting replacement. 

Picton Foreshore  
Festivals over the Christmas and New Year period have been a success with no reported incidents, 
issues or problems. The Maritime Festival report records attendance at approximately five to six 
thousand people.  

Shelley Beach 
The erosion problem along the beach is currently being investigated by OPUS, with a field inspection 
undertaken with the engineers in January to discuss options. 

Their report and recommendations will follow and treatment options presented for both areas, however 
Shelley Beach is considered the greatest priority. 
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High Street 
Irrigation along High Street is becoming very old and thus problematic – this will need complete 
replacement in the coming few years. 

Endeavour Park 
The Endeavour Park Pavilion Society enjoyed the end of a busy year in December, with the launch of 
its new logo. The logo represents the community coming together and includes the colours of the 
surrounding hills, fields, sky and sea. This design work was kindly sponsored by Port Marlborough. 

This year has gotten off to a busy start with birthday and 
wedding celebrations, and is looking forward to regular 
activities of Star Dance, Zumba, Aikido, Ballet, and Probus 
starting shortly. We are looking forward to welcoming 
Alzheimers Marlborough to the pavilion family, who are 
hiring half the main room every Friday of the year to run 
their programmes. This will provide another source of 
regular income.  

The winter sports code season is kicking off shortly, with 
thanks to MDC for working with the Netball Club, to enable practice close to the pavilion on a 

temporary grass court - until funding is available for hard surfaces.  

As members of the Chamber of Commerce, we will be hosting a Business After 5 meeting, in 
conjunction with Port Marlborough later this year. It is hoped to get lots of businesses around 
Marlborough attending to see what the pavilion has to offer. 

With eight more weddings booked, a couple of large conferences and several dinners planned the 
calendar is filling up for the year. We have also confirmed the next Marlborough District Council 
Christmas Party will be at the pavilion, so we look forward to showing them around then! 

Some feedback from one of our hirers… 

 “Thanks - all went well on the day, was an excellent venue and everyone enjoyed themselves. The girls did an 
excellent job with the food. The two bar ladies also did an excellent job. Thanks for all your help to make a really 
good Sunday lunch for our friends and family.” Regards Mark Broadbridge 
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Victoria Domain 
A significant infestation of sycamores has been identified within several areas of the Domain. This is a 
particularly invasive weed species and a concerted effort to control this species is proposed before it 
becomes established. This is just one of a number of serious weed species; however this tree species 
poses a major threat to the Domain and native vegetation. A separate funding request will be prepared 
to tackle this species. 

Northern Marlborough/Sounds 

Picton Mountain Bike Tracks and Trails 
The first of the new Mountain Bike Trails located at the southern end of the Domain has been marked 
and is now ready to commence construction. The Mountain Bike Club and Picton working group are 
seeking funds to enable construction. 

Public Conveniences 
One Complete Service (OCS) manages the contract for cleaning and maintenance of public 
conveniences in both Picton and Blenheim. Their service to Council and the public is exceptional. 
They willingly go beyond the call of duty and as a result the number of complaints from a very hard to 
please asset provision is minimal. Staff are very grateful for the service they provide and to their staff 
for an often thankless task. 

Queen Street 
This facility was once again very heavily used over the high season and a moderate level of vandalism 
was noted, including smashed mirrors and damaged tapware. Nothing on the scale of last year. 

Picton High Street 
The two High Street exeloos have withstood the heavy use over high season very well this year. 

Christmas Party and launch of new branding 
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Seymour Square 
WorksOps were called out to a ruptured pipe over the Christmas holiday period. 

Shelley Beach 
Tenders are presently being called-for in respect of the demolition and construction of a new facility at 
Shelley Beach. 

Wither Hills Farm Park Car Park - Taylor Pass Entrance  
Good use was made of this facility over the holiday period, with no reported issues. 

Harling Park (top of Howick Road) 
No further vandalism has been noted here over the past number of months. 

Havelock  
No problems reported so far this season. 

Seddon 
The Seddon toilets were the target of vandals again over Christmas and the cleaner was called-out for 
extra servicing on a number of occasions. 

Cemeteries 

Fairhall 
Council has not received any feedback from the public over this Christmas or New Year period – good 
maintenance schedules over the public holidays ensured that the cemetery remained attractive and 
tidy. 

Awatere 
No feedback received about this cemetery for the holiday period. 

Havelock 
The walking track access through the cemetery appears to be a success, as no issues have arisen. 

Picton 
As with the other cemeteries, this cemetery would benefit from a good rainfall. 

Swimming Pools 

Picton Pool 
Very busy with warm weather. The public enjoying the heat. 
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Seddon Pool 
The Seddon Pool is open – still a few minor “issues” to complete before sign off. All reports indicate 
that the redeveloped facility has been a huge hit with the locals. 

 

 

 

 

Seddon pool – new covers and 
cover storage/seating 

Seddon pool – new office and 
changing shed building. 
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Street Trees and Plots – Maintenance Contract 
The capture of street tree data is progressing well with almost all of Blenheim’s tree details now 
recorded. 

Additional watering of young street trees and plots has been necessary over recent weeks, as the 
prolonged dry spell continues. Many established street and park trees are showing drought stress and 
this drought may result in many tree and shrub fatalities. 

Hardy and lower growing street trees are being ordered for next winter/spring planting. 

Rangers’ Report 
(Information prepared by Murray Morgan/Kevin Hawkins)  R510-006-02, R510-005-04 

General 
The December January period has seen a large number of people making use of parks and reserves 
within our region for either recreational purpose or organised events. To our knowledge no major 
issues have arisen. Some areas have had pockets of litter which was cleaned up. Because of the 
continued fine weather there have been large numbers of people swimming in the Wairau River from 
Ferry Bridge up to Selmes Road. Some weekends have seen up to 50 motor vehicles parked in the 
Ferry Bridge-Bothams Bend area which has caused minor issues with littering. Damage to gates, 
fences and equipment in local parks appears to be minimal; this is a welcome change from previous 
years.  

Illegal dumpings for the period are about average with no remarkable features. Greenwaste dumpings 
have dropped off with the usual general rubbish and offal more prevalent. Five Infringement Notices 
have been issued over this period. 

New interior of changing sheds 
at Seddon Pool 

Assets & Services Committee – 10 February 2015 – Page 32 



Graffiti 
Graffiti statistics are very low at present with minor tagging. This issue is still closely monitored in 
conjunction with the Police. 

Freedom Camping  
After the Council meeting of 13 December the Freedom Camping trial commenced. The existing bylaw 
is still in place with the addition of seven new sites to trial their suitability for consideration in the new 
bylaw. There have been no real issues arising in relation to Freedom Camping over the holiday period. 
Under the Freedom Camping Act areas can only be prohibited: 

• To protect the area.  

• To protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area.  

• To protect access to the area.  

Impacts on commercial camp grounds are not a consideration under this Act. 

As part of the trial staff have been recording numbers of vehicles at the Blenheim and Picton sites. 
These numbers are revealing more exact numbers of persons using the sites and their popularity. 
Some sites have had very large numbers while others have had little or no use by campers.  
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Collins Memorial Park which has in the past received a lot of complaints has not this year as a result of 
introducing a restricted number of vehicles. This has taken staff input of being on site after the two late 
ferries and directing vehicles to either empty parks or other areas. This can be seen in the large usage 
of Waitohi Domain which permits both self and non-self-contained vehicles. 

The contractors have reported no issues with litter or sanitation at the sites. 

Some of the complaints received from the public are along the lines of campers hanging out washing 
or cooking outside their vehicle when they shouldn’t be or they may see one tent erected but overall 
there have been no real or concerning issues. 

It is very noticeable that since the introduction of the camping trial our numbers of random camping 
incidents have dropped. For example Dec 2013 – 114; Dec 2014 – 30; Jan 2014 – 81; Jan 2015 – 23. 

 

About a dozen infringement notices have been issued with most for parking in breach of the bylaw. 
Two notices have been issued for discharging waste. 

Staff are currently drafting a new bylaw to bring to the next Assets & Services Committee meeting. 

Road Safety Coordinator Update 
(Information prepared by Robyn Blackburn) 

General 
It was reported in the Marlborough Express on Tuesday, 6 January 2015 that Marlborough’s 2014 
road toll of two was the lowest since records began in 1980. This is obviously very pleasing to staff. 
The amount of public education that goes into road safety is always difficult to quantify therefore these 
statistics are considered significant. 

The next Road Safety Action Plan meeting date is 25 February 2015. 

A draft copy of the Community Walkability policy is currently with Marlborough Roads for comment. 
The policy is planned for presentation to the Assets & Services Committee meeting in March. 
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Safety of Motorcycles 
Marlborough Motorcycling Road Safety Group (MMRSG) Minutes are available on Marlborough 
District Council and Ride To Live websites.  

Representatives from ACC, Transport Agency and Motorcycle Safety Advisory Council will attend the 
MMRSG February meeting following an invitation to discuss what is happening nationally in the 
motorcycle safety space. 

A Bikers Brekkie is planned for 20 February. Planning is well underway to provide a bacon and egg 
breakfast to motorcyclists who attend, and resources will be available encouraging motorcyclists to 
attend some form of training. 

The ‘Bike Maintenance’ course, planned for January, was postponed due to the timeframes being too 
close to the Christmas Break. 

A practical workshop for ‘beginning’ motorcyclists is planned for February 2015 and ACC’s Ride 
Forever training workshops are planned for 4-6 March in Blenheim. 

Alcohol/Drug Impaired Driving 
All resources for the ‘Know Your Limit’ Campaign were delivered before Christmas by the Public 
Health Unit to selected Licensed and Off-licensed premises. The contracted coordinator will ‘audit’ 
resources being displayed in accordance with the aim of the campaign. Drug Arm has collected data 
and will complete surveys to evaluate young people’s perception of campaign. Radio and movie 
theatre advertising has been completed. Effectiveness will form part of the evaluation. Police checks 
included reference to the campaign as did a newspaper article from Te Ngati Rarua who has the 
Te Ara Tautoko project. The campaign ends after the Wine & Food event and a full evaluation will be 
completed to determine if campaign will continue in 2015/16. 

A radio campaign targeting people who drink with friends in the home environment was completed in 
December 2014. Alco-link data for the month of December 2014 shows that the last place of drink 
before an offence was committed was ‘Home/Private Residence’ in 47% of cases in Blenheim, and 
50% of cases in Picton. NB This applies to all alcohol related offending and not specifically driving 
offending.  

Safety of Young Drivers 
Marlborough Girls College and Marlborough Boys College are both attending the Marlborough Rotary 
Young Driver Awareness (RYDA) programme event in March at the Witherlea Race Track. 
Queen Charlotte College, Westmount, and Rai Valley have all been invited. Kaikoura falls outside 
Council coverage although they have been contacted in the past getting students to Blenheim for a 
9.40 am start and then home to match other buses made planning difficult. 

Both Learner and Restricted driving workshops are planned for late January. 

A ‘Bro-mercial’ advertising campaign is planned for February targeting drink driving, drugged driving, 
distraction, driving outside the conditions of licence, and speed. 
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Access & Mobility Forum 
(Information prepared by Rosie Bartlett) D050-001-A02 

Below are the latest minutes. 

 

 

  

File Ref: D050-001-A02 

Notes of the Access and Mobility Forum held in the 
Committee Room, Marlborough District Council on 

Monday 8 December 2014 at 2.30 pm 

Chairperson 
Clr Jenny Andrews. 

Representatives Present 
Rosie Bartlett (MDC).  

Penelope Banfield; Simon Ridder, Camilla Nilsson, (People First); Robin Harris, Cleone Stringer 
(MDC); Ken Ham, Christine Lochead, (Foundation of the Blind); Russell Hopkins (Grey Power), Ricky 
Shadbolt (Age Concern), Rachel Burden and Lorraine Duthie (Idea Services Ltd), Belinda Boyce (MS 
& Parkinsons), Robyn Blackburn (MDC Road Safety Co-ordinator); Sherridan Jerrett (Age Concern), 
Ereatara Kokiri (PDA), Jean Wilson (Volunteer Community Co-ordinator), Paula Cohen (CCS Disability 
Action Group), Jim Watson (Marlborough Taxis), Dave Clode, Gladys Tillard (Grey Power), Noella 
Batchelor, Diane Cibb, Steve Murrin (Marlborough Roads) and Bill East (to 3.30 pm MDC) 

In Attendance 
Bea Gregory (Secretary MDC). 

Apologies 
Lyn Nicholls (Support Works); Lyn McKay, Nigel Perry (Road Safety & Picton Senior Citizens), 
Maurice Brown (DOC) 

Acceptance of Apologies 
Robin Harris/Jean Wilson: That the Apologies be accepted. 

Confirmation of Previous Minutes 
Minutes of the meeting held on 22 September 2014 were confirmed.  

Jenny welcomed everyone to the meeting and all present introduced themselves.  

Guest Speaker – Russ Smith (Blenheim Community Constable)  
Russ gave a presentation on how to keep safe on the road. The presentation was designed for all 
types of audiences and included the following topics: 

• Staying safe when walking/using a mobility device; 
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• What is a Pedestrian Crossing; 

• What is not a Pedestrian Crossing; 

• How to cross the road; 

• What to do if there is a crash; 

• Safety for Mobility Device Users (seen and be seen); 

• Rules for Mobility Devices; and 

• How to behave in the Community. 

Jenny, on behalf of the Group, thanked Russ for his most informative presentation and wished him all 
the best for Christmas. 

Marlborough Roads Update 
Steve asked the group whether they have identified any longer stretches of roads suitable for bench 
seats installation. Marlborough Roads has funding for this programme and feedback is welcome.  

Projects coming up are; 

• New footpath in Boyce Street Renwick 

• New pedestrian refuges in – Havelock, 2 in Scott Street, Waikawa Road opposite Queen 
Charlotte College, Weld Street and Boyce and Anglesey Street Renwick. 

• The Picton High Street upgrade is planned for after Easter 

• Seven bridges to be replaced on Northbank Road, strengthening of the Hodder Bridge and 
improvements to Jacksons/Old Renwick intersection. 

Steve took the following requests from the group; 

• The 30 km/h on Main Street is obscured; Beaver Road/George street crossing is too steep for 
prams, 

• Horton Park pedestrian refuge is damaged, 

• The pram crossings in Francis Street at Wadsco, Scott Street at Fairweathers and Alfred Street 
at the back of Farmers have lips that make it difficult for wheelchairs. 

• 19 C Francis Street – lip needs grinding down 

• Pram crossing on Grove Road at Funeral parlour requires grinding down 

• The footpath on Main Street past the fire stations carpark is blocked by a tree. 

Dave mentioned that he is grateful for the work Marlborough Roads did at Battys Road, but is worried 
about the speed on the road and would like to see the 80 km/h sign moved further back.  

Steve mentioned a program called “Safer Streets” is starting next year and will run for about four 
years. It will be investigating 100 km/h speed default roads that may not be suitable for this kind of 
speed. 

Jean thanked Marlborough Roads for placing yellow lines outside the hospital; this has provided better 
access for people visiting the hospital. 

Jim noted the clearance between the pole and tree opposite the car park in Main Street is very narrow 
for mobility scooter users. 

Sherridan, on behalf of a client, asked whether there is a pedestrian crossing on Alabama Road. 
Steve responded that there are several refuge crossings but no pedestrian crossing. Historically 
speaking pedestrian crossings outside the CBD tend to be fairly dangerous and nationally pedestrian 
crossing outside 30 km/h zones are being phased out or turned into refuge crossings. 
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MDC Building Control – Bill East 
Bill who had to leave the meeting wished everyone a happy Christmas 

Matters Arising from Minutes of Meeting – (22 September 2014) 
Harling Park boundary vegetation has been tidied up and loose rocks around the water feature will be 
re-glued in the New Year.  

Illegal parking at the Clubs of Marlborough – Rosie spoke with the Manager of the Clubs of 
Marlborough who requested that anyone having an issue with parking should contact the staff at the 
Clubs who are more than happy to help.  

Rachel advised that the big bin at the end of Purkiss Street has gone and asked for it to be replaced. 
Rosie mentioned that the contractor will replace the bin after works are completed. 

Road Safety Update – Robyn Blackburn (MDC) 
The sustainable transport survey has been sent out to all primary schools, once the survey is returned 
Robyn will have five years of data on how children are travelling to school. 

The Marlborough Safety Community meetings are still being held dealing with issues relating to older 
drivers. They are also working on developing accessibility maps for pedestrian and mobility scooter 
use. 

Clued Up Kids is teaching grade 5 & 6 children how to use pedestrian and curtesy crossings. 

Reserves Update – Rosie Bartlett 

Rosie mentioned: 
• Work is still continuing to earthquake damaged buildings in Seddon. The pool has been 

upgraded and will open shortly ready for summer.  

• There is a lot of debate around Freedom Camping in the community.  

• Nic Crous is working on the lighting upgrade at the Picton foreshore.  

• The upgrade on the Waikawa foreshore has been completed and is looking great. 

• A new shared pathway from Aberharts Road through to Grovetown has opened recently and is 
enjoying much use. 

• The new softball park on the other side of Lansdowne Park is coming along well. 

• The Pollard Management Plan was adopted two weeks ago which means planned work can 
now commence. One of the main items coming out of the Plan was to develop a special events 
area in Churchill Glade near the Girls College site.  

• The Picton pool is now open, even though the pool is located at the College it is open to the 
public after school hours and at the weekend and it is free of charge. 

• The Athletic Grandstand is tabled for repairs next year. 

Simon asked for the bocce courts at Pollard Park to be repaired. Rosie suggested for Simon to put the 
request in writing to her so it can be tabled. 

Jenny commented that the toilets in Nelson Street appear to be very well used. Ken mentioned there 
are no hand drying facilities.  Rosie found this to be correct and has asked the question whether that is 
appropriate.  

Rosie told the group that Myra Giese who no longer can attend these meeting appreciates receiving 
the minutes. She wanted to express her gratitude to a lifeguard at Stadium 2000 who installed a hook 
at the back of the changing room door at her request. She is also happy to see the changes at the 
Blood Bank that have made her access much easier and find the staff very pleasant.  
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Myra asked whether anyone else in a wheelchair/scooter has problems with the lengths of the eftpos 
cord or viewing the screen. The opinion of the group was that it can vary from store to store and the 
newer eftpos facilities are easier to use.  

She also asked whether anyone in the group knew how to get the subtitles on the news. Christine 
believed that this can be programmed into the new free view boxes. There is a 0800 number on the 
box which one can ring for a step by step guide. 

General Business 
Dianne noted the access to the WINZ office is very difficult to negotiate and the layout of the office is 
not very customer friendly to wheelchair users. 

Jenny mentioned that at the last seniors meeting a staff member from the library came along to talk 
about their services, for example – ‘how to use an E-reader’.  Jenny wondered whether this group 
would be interested to invite someone from the library along. The group agreed that was a good idea. 

Dianne asked how the disability car parks at the metered Council car park work, however no one knew 
much about it. Jenny suggested for Dianne to park in the disability car parks behind the Art Gallery (no 
time restriction) next time she has business at the Council. 

Sherridan inquired who she can approach to place notices into bus shelters. Jenny advised the best 
person to ask is David Craig who works here at the Council. Jean believes that only bus time tables 
can be placed in the bus shelter.  

Jenny has delivered new signage to several doctor clinics. They have perspex pamphlet holders 
containing brochure with lots of information, such as - ‘did you know about disability allowance’ etc. 
They have been placed into different surgeries across Blenheim.  

Jenny thanked everyone for attending the meeting and wished everyone a happy Christmas.  

Closure 
The meeting closed at 4.30 pm. 

Next Meetings 
Monday 9 March 2015 at 2.30 pm 

Monday 25 May 2015 at 2.30 pm 

Monday 14 September 2015 at 2.30 pm 

Monday 7 December 2015 at 2.30 pm 

Actions from Meeting 
No. Action Person 

Responsible 

1. Steve’s feedback on items raised by Group Steve 

2. Nelson Street Toilet – Hand drying facilities Rosie 

3. Invite speaker from Library Jenny/Rosie 
 

Record No.  1520548 
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