
 

Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim 
on TUESDAY, 13 October 2015 commencing at 1.30 pm 

Present 
Councillors T M Sloan (Chairperson), B G Dawson, Mr R Hunter (Iwi representative), Mayor A T Sowman, 
J P Bagge, T E Hook, J C Leggett, G I T Evans. 

Also Present 
Councillors L M Shenfield, D D Oddie, G S Barsanti, P J S Jerram and J A Arbuckle. 

In Attendance 
Mr M S Wheeler, Manager – Assets and Services Department and Ms N Chauval (Committee Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clrs Bagge/Evans: 
That the apology for absence from Clr J L Andrews be received and sustained and the apology for 
non-attendance from Clr C J Brooks be noted. 

Carried 

Clr Sloan advised members that there is no financial report due to audits being undertaken at this time. A 
financial report will be presented at the next Assets & Services Committee meeting. 

Frank Porter, Manager Marlborough Roads spoke to the Marlborough Roads Report contained in the 
information package.  

ATTENDANCE: Alec McNeil, was present for the following two items. 

P.15/16.145 Waste Fees and Charges Review 2015  
 C315-11-06-05 

The report to the Committee discussed the proposed increase in waste fees and charges to take effect from 
1 January 2016. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – 
Record No. 15204351) 

Members were aware that the waste fees and charges are reviewed annually and any changes implemented 
on 1 January each year. It was noted that the current charge is $31 per cubic metre (GST incl) with transfer 
stations open to both public and commercial users. The Bluegums Landfill site is commercial users only and 
is a user pays facility. Charges are based on the weight of each load, current charges range from $71.25 to 
$106.25 per tonne (GST incl). 

Members were advised that the cost fluctuations for landfill contracts amount to $16,073.55. This equates to 
an increase in the landfill gate fee of $0.71 per tonne (GST inclusive). This cost fluctuation can be covered 
under the current budget. The cost escalation mechanism for this contract is linked to the construction sector 
indices which are still showing year on year increases. 

It was reported that the introduction of a minimum tonnage charge at the landfill has been considered, 
however, this is not a secure revenue stream. Landfill customers could mitigate this charge by bulking their 
waste at a suitably consented facility. Members were advised that this method of charging is not considered 
appropriate until the introduction of the commercial industrial sorting facility in October 2016. 

Members were advised that the Council rubbish bags will continue to be charged for as it is not practical to 
remove them from vehicles prior to being weighed.  



Clrs Bagge/Evans: 
That the waste fees and charges are reviewed in June 2016 prior to the opening of the CIF and any 
changes implemented on 1 July 2016. 

Carried 

P.15/16.146 CPTED – Waiving of Dump Fees C315-11-06-05 
The report to the Committee provided discussion on a request from Safer Communities Marlborough to have 
the dump fees of approximately $5k waived during intensive street clean-ups. 

Members were aware that Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) has been operating in 
Marlborough for eight years with funding of the projects through the Ministry of Justice. It was reported that 
this funding has ceased with effect from June 2015. Members were advised that Safer Communities have 
obtained additional support from various groups, including Council to enable the project to continue. 

Members were advised that Council has a budget for rubbish removal and that for the 2015/16 period funds 
were carried over for community clean-up events. It was reported the carryover funding could be used to 
fund the 2016 street clean-up through the CPTED programme. It was noted that Council does have a budget 
for the waiving of transfer fees with both these budgets funded from general rates. 

It was reported that any sustained support of the waiving of the dump fees would require an increase in 
budget for either the rubbish removal or the waiving of transfer fees. 

Clrs Bagge/Leggett: 
The 2016/17 (and onwards) rubbish removal budget be increased by $5,000 per annum. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Robin Dunn, Reserves & Amenities Officer was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.147 Thompson Place Reserve, Tirimoana – 
Greenwaste Management R510-009-A02-03 

The report to the Committee was to consider the Tirimoana Anakiawa Residents’ Association’s application to 
the LTP to amend the rules around recreation reserves thereby allowing vehicle access through the Reserve 
for the purpose of accumulation of greenwaste, this was then referred back to this Committee for further 
consideration. 

Members were advised that greenwaste volumes are significant in the Sounds due to prolific growth rates.  It 
was noted that regular pruning is necessary to maintain views, access and remove unwanted species, this 
means there are large volumes of greenwaste that need disposing of which does create issues. 

Members heard that an alternative option for property owners is to take responsibility for their own 
greenwaste by chipping, burning or transporting to transfer stations. It was noted that the unacceptable 
practice of greenwaste dumping on road reserve or over banks may increase due to the difficulty of 
disposing of private property greenwaste. 

Members were aware that one neighbour has expressed concern regarding the possibility of burning 
greenwaste on this site. It was noted that a draft management plan and an application for a resource consent 
will need to be submitted from the Association and these processes will give residents an opportunity to have 
their concerns heard by way of submission. 

In reply to a query from members it was noted that trials had been completed in 2012 and the community 
had managed things very well and the Association are more than capable of managing the activity. 

Clrs Hook/Leggett: 
1. That the Committee consider its support for the ‘stockpiling of greenwaste and driving on the 

Reserve’ as being an acceptable use within a controlled area and at controlled times in the 
reserve.  
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2. That if support is given a resource consent be applied for by the Association. 

3. That a Reserves Management Plan is drafted, in consultation with the association, which 
permits the activities of driving vehicles and stockpiling of greenwaste on the reserve. 

 Carried 

P.15/16.148 Road Stopping Proposal – 2282 Queen 
Charlotte Drive, Grove Arm (Queen Charlotte 
Sound) R800-004-S38 

The report to Council sought approval to commence the procedures associated with the stopping of a portion 
of legal (paper) road which adjoins property belonging to the McGregor property located at 
2282 Queen Charlotte Drive. An aerial photo with the area to be stopped identified was attached to the 
report for members’ information. 

Members were advised that J M & C J McGregor have applied for the stopping of a portion of legal road 
adjoining their property at 2282 Queen Charlotte Drive to enable the garage which is built over a small portion 
of road reserve, to be included in their title. 

It was reported that the McGregor’s have applied to Council to have the Building Line Restriction against the 
title cancelled and an easement will be registered around the powerpole in favour of Marlborough Lines. 

Clrs Leggett/Hook:   
1. That pursuant to Section 342 of the Local Government Act 1974, and subject to the prior 

consent of the Minister of Lands, Council authorise the procedures associated with the 
stopping of the road shown on the plan presented. 

2. That such approval be on the basis that the applicant be responsible for all survey, legal, 
administrative and other costs even if the road stopping does not proceed by reason of 
objection. 

3. That an easement be registered against the title in favour of Marlborough Lines to enable 
access to the power pole which is located on the portion of road to be stopped and all costs 
related to that easement being payable by the applicant. 

4. That when the road has been stopped Council shall sell the land to the applicant for a price to 
be fixed by a competent valuer to value that part; Council shall appoint the valuer and the 
valuation shall proceed in accordance with the ‘protocols for the valuation of stopped road’ 
adopted by Council. 

5. That all valuation costs shall be payable by the applicant for the road stopping regardless of 
whether or not the stopping is finalised. 

6. That the valuation be obtained when the road stopping has been finalised. 

7. That it be acknowledged at this stage Council can give no commitment that the road stopping 
will be completed given the objection rights available under the said Section 342. 

8. That a condition of the approval be that the land once stopped be amalgamated with the 
adjoining property so that both titles are held within the one title, this being in terms of Section 
342 of the Local Government Act 1974. 

9. That within 14 days of notice that the title is available, settlement is to be completed with 
interest charged at 14% for any delayed settlement. 

10. That if the survey documentation to initiate the road stopping process is not completed within 
a year of Council consent then the application for road stopping lapses. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Clr Arbuckle declared a conflict of interest and withdrew for this item. 

ATTENDANCE: Rosie Bartlett, Reserves & Amenities Manager was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.149 Freedom Camping Bylaw Review R510-018-01 
The report to the Committee sought approval to put the revised Marlborough Freedom Camping Bylaw out 
for public consultation and to trial the proposed changes this tourist season. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15204421). 
Members were aware that in 2012 Council adopted a new Bylaw to help control Freedom Camping in 
Marlborough with the Bylaw being written under the New Freedom Camping Act and the subsequent trial 
and hearing that was held. It was noted that the decisions made at the Hearing in June form the revised 
proposed Bylaw which was attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

It was noted that the Local Government Act 2002 Special Consultation Process will now be used to consult 
with the community on their wishes in regards to the revised proposed Bylaw. While this is out for 
consultation it is proposed to trial the changes over the 2015/16 season.  Members were advised that the 
revised Bylaw proposes fewer designated (restricted) areas and these were identified. 

Ms Bartlett highlighted the amendments made noting particularly that Waitohi Domain is now included in the 
Picton Urban Area which is prohibited. It was noted that there were a large number of freedom campers that 
utilised this site over the 2014/2015 summer period so there could be some issues now this area is 
prohibited.  

Members were advised that the decision to use the Freedom Camping Act was made by this Committee to 
manage the Freedom Camping Bylaw and this will need to come back to the Committee if it is to be 
changed. It was suggested that this be discussed at a future Committee meeting. 

Clr Sloan thanked Rosie Bartlett, Kay McIlveney and David Oddie for their work in getting the Bylaw to this 
stage.  

Members were advised that the monitoring undertaken will be by way of phone calls and complaints only. 

Clrs Hook/Bagge: 
1. That the draft revised Freedom Camping Bylaw goes through The Local Government Act 2002 

process. 

2. That the proposed changes are trialled from 3 November 2015 – 4 April 2016. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Jerram withdrew from the meeting at 2.00 pm. 

ATTENDANCE: Robert Hutchinson, Reserves & Amenities Officer was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.150 Endeavour Park R510-009-E02-04 
The report to the Committee was to consider the Endeavour Park Pavilion Incorporated Society’s application 
to the LTP which was referred back to this Committee for further consideration.  

Members were aware that the Society’s request was for tennis and netball court construction at Endeavour 
Park, funding for a feasibility study for stage two development of the Pavilion and the construction of a lit 
footpath on Joseph Sullivan Drive. The submission was attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

It was reported that the courts are part of the development plan for Endeavour Park and as yet they are not 
funded.  It was noted that the courts could be funded by the Land Subdivision account, however, this 
account is oversubscribed and the project would take some time to eventuate. Alternative rate funding could 
be applied for via a loan. It was reported that the cost of constructing tennis courts at Endeavour Park is 
approximately $150,000. 
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Members were advised that funding for the feasibility study could come from existing consultancy budgets. It 
was noted that Council has an existing consultancy contract which could be extended to include the 
feasibility study which would be a cost saving. 

It was reported that a lit footpath on Joseph Sullivan Drive presents some significant issues in the form of 
stormwater, road width, existing service in both road and bounding playing fields. Members were advised 
that an engineering assessment would be required to ensure these services are not compromised with this 
determining the costs along with considering a number of options for the pathway creation. 

Clrs Hook/Bagge:   
1. That Endeavour Park Pavilion Incorporated Society’s request for tennis and netball courts be 

included in Council’s Land Subdivision account for consideration and prioritisation.  

2. That Council extends its consultancy contract to include the feasibility study for stage two of 
Endeavour Park Pavilion. 

3. That Council engage an engineering firm to provide a number of options for the creation of a 
pathway along Joseph Sullivan Drive and report back to the Committee. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Robin Dunn, Reserves & Amenities Officer was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.151 Tree Removal Opawa Loop R510-009-000-01 
The report provided to the Committee was to gain a determination on whether Council wishes to proceed 
with the removal of two mature Cottonwood poplar trees from the Opawa Loop. 

Members were advised that residents in Budge Street and Lane Street were concerned that two Cottonwood 
poplars growing close to properties on the Opawa River margin are unsafe and a risk to the properties. 
Residents have asked that significant pruning, if not removal of the trees, be undertaken. It was noted that 
some arboricultural work was undertaken on the trees to remove some of the risk to private property. 

It was reported that an arbourist was engaged to provide a safety and risk assessment on the two trees.  The 
report found the risk low, and that no further pruning will improve safety of the trees or lower the risk. The 
report was discussed with concerned residents who were not happy with the recommendation in the report. 
Council then engaged a second consulting arbourist to provide a second opinion which also confirmed the 
risk to be low. Members were advised that Clr Sloan and staff met with neighbours following the second 
report with residents satisfied with the outcome. Both reports were attached to the agenda for member’s 
information. 

Members were advised that should the conditions of the trees deteriorate further Council will remove the 
trees. 

Clrs Hook/Sloan:   
1. That the trees remain with some aesthetic work to be undertaken. 

2. That trees be monitored for branch and limb failure not less than annually and after strong 
winds exceeding 80 km/h. 

3. That if Council determines the trees to be unsafe they will be removed. 

Carried 

P.15/16.152 Information Package - 
Clrs Sloan/Bagge:   
That the Assets and Services Information Package dated 13 October 2015 be received and noted. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 2.25 pm. 

Record No.  15204346 
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