
 

Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim 
on TUESDAY, 24 November 2015 commencing at 1.30 pm 

Present 
Councillors T M Sloan (Chairperson), G I T Evans, J L Andrews, B G Dawson, T E Hook J C Leggett, 
Mayor A T Sowman, Mr R Hunter (Iwi representative) 

Also Present 
Councillors J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, P J S Jerram, and D D Oddie 

In Attendance 
Mr M S Wheeler, Manager – Assets and Services Department and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Apologies 
Clrs Sloan/Leggett: 
That the apology for absence from Clrs J P Bagge, L M Shenfield be received and sustained, the 
apology for non attendance from Clr C J Brooks and the withdrawal from the meeting of Clr Arbuckle 
at 3.00 pm be noted. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: David Craig, Finance and Information Supervisor, was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.191 Financial Report for Period Ended 
30 September 2015 F275-001-02 

The Finance and Information Supervisor, David Craig, presented the financial report for the Assets & 
Services Department for the three month period ended 30 September 2015.  

Members were advised that as this is the first report presented for the 2015/16 financial year, the detailed 
report narrative focused on providing analysis of the annual budget components for the respective 
departmental activities. 

It was noted that year to date progress could be determined by viewing the “YTD % spent” column within the 
detailed report. Generally revenues and operating costs are tracking to budget, while there are wide-ranging 
variations in capital expenditure depending on progress with associated projects. 

It was reported that year end forecasts will be updated during the 2016/17 budget preparations and reported 
to the next meeting of this Committee. 

For the reporting period, Departmental revenues are unfavourable to budget by $149,556 and operating 
expenditures are favourable to budget by $452,779.  

The total budgeted capital expenditure for 2015/16, including carryovers and Council approved adjustments, 
is $58.9M with actual year to date expenditure of $4M (7%). Capital expenditure is mainly concentrated in 
the core activities of Sewer $16.9M, Roading $13.6M, Water $12.2M, Community Facilities $5.5M, Flood 
Protection $2.3M and Waste Management $5.9M. 

It was noted that due to consultant and consenting issues, delays can be expected with programming of both 
Blenheim and Picton sewer trunk main and pump station upgrades. The deferred capital expenditure will 
result in savings to budgeted depreciation and debt servicing costs for the current year. 

Clrs Leggett/Evans: 
That the financial report for the period ended 30 September 2015 be received. 
Carried 



ATTENDANCE: Steve Murrin, Journey Manager, Marlborough Roads, was present for the following two 
items. 

P.15/16.192 Changes to State Highway 1, Picton  
 R800-006-022-01 

The Journey Manager, Marlborough Roads presented the report to Council advising of the results of the 
consultation and sought approval to progress the designation of Kent Street to State Highway and Auckland 
Street and Wairau Road being revoked as State Highway. 

Members were aware that the Transport Agency was considering the possibility of designating Kent Street 
from Wairau Road to Dublin Street as State Highway 1 as this was the priority freight access to the Cook 
Strait Ferries and the Port. 

It was noted that with the State Highway designation proposed for Kent Street, the current designation on 
Nelson Square, Wairau Road and Auckland Street would need to be revoked, thereby reverting these roads 
to District Council vesting. 

Members were advised that four submissions were received following the media release with no objections. 
It was also noted that there have been no issues raised in regard to Lagoon Road being transferred to 
Port Company Management. It was reported that the next stage is for the Transport Agency to start the 
process of designating Kent Street as State Highway and revoking Nelson Square, Wairau Road and 
Auckland Street to Local Road. 

In response to a concern raised regarding the intersection of Kent Street and Wairau Road Mr Murrin noted 
that Opus International Consultants Limited has been engaged to provide a report on possible options for 
improvement. The report produced will be brought back to the Committee for consideration. 

Clrs Evans/Hook: 
1. That Council supports the Transport Agency’s proposal to designate Kent Street as 

State Highway 1. 
2. That Wairau Road from Kent Street to Auckland Street, Nelson Square and Auckland Street 

become Local Road. 
3. That the Chairman Assets and Services and Manager Assets and Services be given delegation 

to approve the process to transfer Management of Lagoon Road from Council to Port 
Marlborough. 

Carried 

P.15/16.193 Parking Restrictions Marina Drive R800-002-01 
The report presented to the Committee sought approval to install ‘no stopping’ lines on the south-west side 
of Marina Drive, Waikawa. A plan showing the extent of the restriction was included with the agenda for 
members’ information. 

Members were aware that approval had previously been given for the installation of ‘no stopping’ lines along 
the eastern side of Beach Road from Mara Place to the Marina. This initiative has proved successful with a 
number of positive comments being received.    

It was reported that a submission has been received from the Waikawa Ratepayers Association advising that 
there was still an issue with the parking of boat trailers on Marina Drive and they have requested that the ‘no 
stopping’ lines be extended for 40 metres on the south side of Marina Drive thereby restricting the road to 
single lane. 

Clrs Leggett/Hook: 
That the ‘no stopping’ lines in Marina Drive be extended from the north side of the vehicle crossing 
to 56 Beach Road through to the access to the Port Company storage area, a total of 40 metres. 
Carried 
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Monro Street Stopbank D050-001-A03 
Clr Arbuckle advised members that he had received a petition regarding safety concerns on the Monro 
Street stopbank (Trim Rec No. 15230174). 

The Manager Assets & Services noted that he is aware of a proposal to place a mirror at the top of the 
stopbank and will advise when this will be actioned. 

Members agreed that as it was a minor budget expense these works be carried out. 

P.15/16.194 Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Scheme  
 C230-003-F01 

The Manager Assets & Services presented the report to the Committee which outlined the proposed 
Governance and Project Management arrangements for the Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Scheme (FCIS 
or Scheme).   

Members were advised on the background of the scheme and it was noted that to date the FCIS has been 
developed by Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Ltd. It was reported that as the Scheme is proposed to be 
Council owned and operated and is reaching the stage of more detailed planning design, tendering and 
construction, FCIL have requested that the Governance and Project Management of the Scheme reside with 
Council.  

It was noted that as a community scheme it is desirable that landowners continue to have a role in the 
governance of the Scheme.  

It was reported that the governance framework responsibilities and the make-up of the sub-committee be two 
councillors and three to five community appointments. Members were advised that the proposed Project 
Management Group would oversee the management of the planning, design and construction of the project 
but would seek governance direction from the Sub-committee. 

It was noted that to ensure continuity and retention of knowledge of the Scheme that an interim 
Sub-committee be established until October 2016 which would be made up of two Councillors and three to 
five nominated Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Limited (FCIL) members. Following general discussion it 
was agreed that Clr Evans be appointed as one of the Council representatives and that the second 
appointment be confirmed at the Council meeting 10 December 2015. 

It was reported that it is important that the decisions made at this stage of the Scheme are made by FCIL 
members as they have been involved in the development of the Scheme to date and have extensive 
knowledge of the pre-feasibility studies. It was noted that decisions would be subject to Council’s approval of 
overall scheme policies, funding and ongoing budgets. 

Clr Leggett/The Mayor:   
1. That Council establish a two tier governance framework: 

· Flaxbourne Irrigation Sub-committee; and 

· Project Management Group; 
2. That an Interim Sub-committee be established until October 2016 made up of two Councillors 

and three to five nominated Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Limited (FCIL) members, 
decisions regarding overall scheme policies, funding and ongoing budgets subject to Council 
approval. 

Carried 
Clrs Sloan/Leggett: 
3. That Clr Evans be appointed to the Committee. 
4. That a second appointee be confirmed at the full Council meeting on 10 December 2015. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Brett Walker, Infrastructural Projects Engineer, Marlborough Roads, was present for the 
following two items. 

P.15/16.195 Out of District Water Connection Application for 
184 Wither Road – Additional Connection for 
Proposed Development  
 W440-003-001-01, PN533983#04 

The report sought approval from Council for an additional water connection to supply a proposed allotment. 
The site is zoned rural three thereby requiring an out of district approval. 

Members were aware that a policy on approving out of district connections was considered and accepted by 
Council on 17 September 2015.  

It was noted that Wither Road East area has an existing reticulated system, is mostly connected and is 
recognised within Council as an area that is to be served from the Blenheim water supply. It was reported 
that the existing Council infrastructure has the capacity to serve the additional allotment, however there will 
be limitations to usage and these were noted. It was reported that operating pressures for this area are less 
than the minimum target of 30m (300kPa) for Blenheim and conditions and limitations of water use will be 
required. 

Members were advised that a financial levy would need to be applied to the new connection and any future 
connections for their share of the new road crossing pipeline with the proposed cost being $1,050 per 
connection. 

It was reported that Development Contributions would also be applied to each new connection as specified 
within the Development Contribution Policy and a connection fee would also apply to the new connection. 
The water connection would be metered, and include a Reduce Pressure Backflow prevention device. 

Clr Hook/The Mayor:   
1. That a metered water connection with RPZ backflow prevention device be approved for the 

additional Lot. 
2. That a financial levy of $1,050 (PPI June 2015) be paid. The amount will be adjusted to reflect 

the current Producers Price Index (PPI) at time of payment. 
3. That a Development Contribution be paid for one household equivalent unit, and applied as per 

the Development Contributions policy. 
4. That a water connection fee be paid for Council to supply and install a 20mm diameter metered 

water connection, complete with a RPZ backflow prevention device. 
5. That the proposed Lot pay water rates as per Council’s Out of District Connections rating 

policy. 
6. That a Blenheim metered water charge be applied for the new connection. This charge is set by 

the MDC Rating Policy and is subject to the standard minimum quarterly charge. 
7. That the applicant be advised approval of these service connections does not imply that 

subdivision approval will be granted. 
8. That the approved connections to this property only be completed following a successful 

subdivision application. Failure to obtain subdivision consent within one year of this approval 
will result in forfeit of this out of district water approval. 

9. That a memo or consent notice be added to the new Lot to record that there are limitations with 
this water supply, that additional items such as a tank and booster pump will likely be required 
to maintain an acceptable supply of water and pressure throughout the day, and that water use 
is limited to that required to serve a dwelling and immediately around a dwelling. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Alec McNeil, Solid Waste Manager, was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.196 CIF CAPEX Budget C315-14-26 
The purpose of the report to the Committee was to discuss the tender responses to the CIF project and the 
impact on the budget. 

Members were advised that a budget of $2.952M was approved from the CAPEX budget. It was noted that 
various aspects of this project have now been tendered with the overall responses totalling $2.91M. It was 
reported that whilst the equipment supply was under budget the construction costs for the actual building are 
more expensive than originally envisaged. This is predominantly down to ground conditions at the site which 
require the digging out of old landfill material and replacement with river stone. It was reported that the 
volume of material to be removed from the site is variable therefore the current budget could be exceeded.  

Members were advised that there is no contingency within the current budget to cover any variations, in 
particular an increase in cost related to the building foundations. To address this issue it was suggested that 
an increase in the budget of 10% as a minimum be applied. This would equate to $300k in additional CAPEX 
and cost up to $3 per tonne on the gate fee. 

It was noted that a review of the gate fees is scheduled for June 2016 and the ‘risk’ element of the 
construction will be completed by this point.   

Members were advised that the retendering of the project is possible but may not lead to a reduction in costs 
and may impact on the government grant of $776k. 

Clrs Leggett/Sloan: 
That the Committee approve an increase in the CIF CAPEX budget of $300k (10%). 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Geoff Dick, Rivers and Drainage Engineering Manager, was present for the following two 
items. 

P.15/16.197 Application of Herbicide to Water - Monitoring 
Requirement and Costs R700-005-02 

The report to the Committee advised members of the aquatic herbicide monitoring required by conditions of 
Resource Consent U070702 – Herbicide Application to Water, plus the costs of the monitoring and its 
funding. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 
15233284). 

It was reported that Council is preparing a contract document for the 2016 re-monitoring and noted that the 
potential costs could be between $80,000 and $90,000.  A stand-alone report will provide a descriptive 
assessment of the current ecological conditions of the 24 stipulated watercourses and draw comparisons 
with the rankings provided by Young et al. (2002). 

It was reported that condition 19 of the Consent was amended to stipulate monitoring of dissolved oxygen 
relative to herbicide application, resultant changes in vegetation and temperature conditions. Members were 
advised that Council has contracted NIWA to undertake the monitor as they have good expertise in this area.  

It was noted that the monitoring is done for renewal of the resource consent and to make sure there is no 
harm to the environment. Members noted that it is crucial that the environment is considered and Mr Dick 
reported that the use of chemicals is never taken lightly and that they are investigating other ways of 
controlling weeds. It was noted that all chemicals currently used are in the Code of Practice. 

Total costs for the required monitoring activities are expected to exceed $135,000 for the current financial 
year with a further $44,000 contracted for the 2016/17 year.  It was reported that work will be funded from 
existing budgets. Members were advised that further targeted studies are necessary to fully support an 
application to renew U070702 which will expire in February 2019. 
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Clrs Evans/Leggett:   
1. That the monitoring requirement of Consent U070702 Herbicide Application to Water are noted 

including the consent expiry (February 2019). 
2. When report completed the findings and results be brought back to this Committee. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Geoff Dick, Rivers and Drainage Engineering Manager, was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.198 Redwood Street and Town Branch Drain 
Stormwater Upgrading – Project Update 
November 2015 R760-02-001 

The Rivers and Drainage Engineering Manager presented a report to update the Committee on progress into 
investigating issues involved with the upgrading of the interlinked Redwood Street stormwater catchment 
and the Town Branch Drain catchment and to discuss Option 9 from the Aurecon report dated 6 August 
2015. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233287). 

Members were advised that the investigations of the options for upgrading the Redwood Street/Town Branch 
have been completed with the recommendation that Option 9 be adopted for implementation. It was noted 
that they will be using as much of the existing system as possible to complete the upgrade, however, there 
will be the need for some pipe replacement. 

It was reported that Option 9 involves construction of a new outfall to the Lower Opawa River via Snowdens 
Basin.  Once complete the new Muller Road and Stephenson Street links can then progressively be 
constructed as funds allow leaving the existing Redwood Street outfall into the Taylor River to provide for 
only that area north of Francis Street. 

Costs of the complete upgrade are large but they can progressively be constructed as funds allow. Members 
were advised that it would be reasonable to consider a 10 – 20 year implementation timeframe and this 
would be consistent with funding provided within the 2015-25 LTP. 

It was noted that implementation still requires purchase of land/landowner agreements from KiwiRail and 
NZTA, resource consents for the new Opawa River outfall and pipe diversions which could lead to some 
changes to the upgrade design. 

Clrs Hook/Evans:   
1. That Option 9 be adopted in principle for the upgrade of the Redwood Street/Town Branch 

stormwater system noting that the upgrade will be subject to resource consent and necessary 
landowner agreements. 

2. That the immediate action priorities listed below be initiated to the timeframes indicated. 
a) Purchase of 1.65Ha of land for the Snowdens Basin. 
b) Construction of the key new link pipe from the Redwood Street/Muller Road to Town 

Branch Drain to enable “emergency” diversion of stormwater in the event of downstream 
pipe failure or blockage. 

c) Replacement of the worst section of Redwood Street main between Muller Road and 
Stephenson Street. 

d) Upgrade of the section of Town Branch Drain immediately north of the Ham subdivision 
to enable this subdivision to be completed.  This piece of work will have a significant 
developer contribution. 

Items a) – d) targeted to be completed by June 2017.  
e) Consultation, land owner agreements and obtaining resource consents for the new 

Snowdens outfall and diversion of additional stormwater into the Town Branch Drain 
system. 

Item e) – June 2018 to obtain the required resource consents and landowner agreements. 
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3. That staff be requested to look at all the stormwater priorities for Blenheim and an overall 
stormwater upgrade plan be prepared that can be completed within current funding 
allocations. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Brian Paton, Rivers Investigation & Planning Engineer, was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.199 Tsunami Evacuation Zones – Consultation 
Strategy E385-002-003-04 

The Rivers Investigation and Planning Engineer, Brian Paton provided a report to the Committee which 
proposed a consultation strategy that informs potentially affected coastal communities on the impacts of 
large tsunamis and a plan that will assist them plan evacuation procedures. The Strategy was attached to 
the agenda for members’ information. 

Members were advised that GNS Science had been engaged to assess the risk for the entire coastline of the 
District as it has been the Council’s intention to quantify the tsunami risk.   

It was noted that the most serious tsunami is likely to originate from local and regional sources with arrival 
times estimated to be less than three hours. It was reported that the risk is very low but the consequence of 
a tsuanmai, if it occurred, would cause a considerable amount of damage and it is important that 
communities understand what to do and where to go in such an event.  Members were advised that 
education and evacuation planning is essential to reduce the impact of such risks.       

It was reported that Council is currently assessing whether there is a need to make the Tsunami Evacuation 
Maps available on LIM (Land Information Memorandum). 

Members were advised that open days in January and February are being proposed to engage with iwi and 
communities most at risk to present the information, exchange ideas and plan for a way forward that will 
reduce the possible consequences of a tsunami event in our District. Information and maps will be posted 
onto the Council website and feedback sought.   

Following these meetings the establishment of a community driven Tsunami Working Group is proposed with 
the aim being to develop tsunami evacuation plans and information material which will appropriately manage 
the risk.  Possible outcomes are likely to be signage, information boards and identifiable safe zones.  

Clrs Leggett/Hook:   
That the Committee receive and acknowledge the report on Tsunami Evacuation Zones – 
Consultation Strategy and support the consultation strategy proposed. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Robin Dunn, Reserves & Amenities officer, was present for the following two items. 

P.15/16.200 BikeWalk Marlborough Summary and Update – 
November 2015 C230-001-B03 

The report to the Committee provided an update on Bike Walk Marlborough’s (BWM) structure, its activities 
to date and recent changes with a new form of interaction between Council and the Trust proposed. The 
three Urban Cycleway Programme (UCP) projects that are NZTA approved and largely funded were included 
and proposed additional network routes that make up the Blenheim Urban Cycle Network identified. An 
evaluation criteria and recommendations on prioritisation of Bike Walk projects were also included in the 
report. 

It was noted that the Bike Walk Marlborough Trust was established in 2009 as an educational arm of BWM. 
Its initial focus was to improve safety for urban cyclists and walkers but this has now broadened to 
encompass all types of cycling. 

Members were advised that with the growing interest in cycling and walking and the increasing demand for 
projects and programmes a new fulltime Blenheim based position has been created in conjunction with 
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Tasman Sports Trust. Braden Prideaux has been appointed to this position and will commence early January 
2016.  

It was reported that to better define this new relationship between the Tasman Sports Trust and BWM 
Advisory Group and BWM Trust, it is proposed to prepare a MoU to define expectations and set out funding 
and protocols. Members were advised that the Trust will report annually to the Committee. 

Members were advised on the annual budget for BWM and it was noted that it does not include the 
un-costed “other” commitments for the Urban Cycle Way projects or other priority BWM projects and 
programmes waiting for funding. 

Members were aware that three Bike Walk related funding submissions were made to this year’s Long Term 
Plan (LTP) with these submissions being referred to this Committee and then to “Bike Walk Marlborough” for 
consideration and prioritising.  It was noted that the submissions exceeded the cumulative available BWM 
surplus over the next four years. There has also been one more application for funds made to Bike Walk 
Marlborough since the long term budget hearings. The BWM Advisory group prepared an Evaluation Criteria 
and held two workshops to commence the prioritisation of all potential projects, including (AP) submissions 
and the project details and recommendations were outlined. 

In response to a query Mr Dunn advised that the further work required from the Queen Charlotte Track Inc is 
being progressing in preparation for submitting to the Annual Plan process in 2016.  

A short video advertising the Link Pathway was shown to members. 

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
1. That the operations, expectations and the relationship between Tasman Sports Trust, BWM 

Trust and the BWM Advisory Group,  be clearly defined within a Memorandum of 
Understanding. 

2. That the fundamental basis for BMW Trust funding and operation be an annual Business Plan 
approved by Council, supported by Council’s annual budget. 

Carried 

P.15/16.201 Wither Hills Farm Park – Rifle Range Carpark 
Coffee Cart Licence R510-009-W03-01 

The purpose of the report provided to the Committee sought approval to operate a coffee cart within the 
Wither Hills Farm Park (WHFP) main Rifle Range carpark located off Rifle Range Place. 

Members were advised that this is the first time that a request has been made to operate a coffee cart on an 
ongoing basis within the WHFP. It was reported that the WHFP Management Plan 2005 states within 
Section 3.40 Future Uses ‘The opportunity for alternative, future recreational and/or commercial activities 
being undertaken within the Farm Park shall not be discounted.  

It was noted that this business will be operated on a year by year concession basis, and will be somewhat of 
a trial to gauge demand which is likely to be seasonal. 

It was reported that there has been some interest expressed in establishing a more permanent café at the 
location, however, nothing has been lodged to date. It was noted that initially it will be a trial but with an 
estimated 128,000 users of the park annually there is considerable potential for it to be successful. 

Clrs Evans/Andrews:   
That approval be granted to operate a coffee cart on a year by year concession within the Rifle Range 
Carpark. 
Carried 

P.15/16.202 Information Package - 
Clrs Leggett/Evans:   
That the Assets and Services Information Package dated 24 November 2015 be received and noted. 
Carried 

The meeting closed at 3.35 pm. 
Record No. 15233280 
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Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the 
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE 
held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim on TUESDAY, 24 November 2015 commencing at 1.30 pm

Present

Councillors T M Sloan (Chairperson), G I T Evans, J L Andrews, B G Dawson, T E Hook J C Leggett, Mayor A T Sowman, Mr R Hunter (Iwi representative)

Also Present


Councillors J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, P J S Jerram, and D D Oddie

In Attendance


Mr M S Wheeler, Manager – Assets and Services Department and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary)

Apologies


Clrs Sloan/Leggett:

That the apology for absence from Clrs J P Bagge, L M Shenfield be received and sustained, the apology for non attendance from Clr C J Brooks and the withdrawal from the meeting of Clr Arbuckle at 3.00 pm be noted.

Carried

ATTENDANCE: David Craig, Finance and Information Supervisor, was present for the following item.


P.15/16.191
Financial Report for Period Ended 30 September 2015
F275-001-02

The Finance and Information Supervisor, David Craig, presented the financial report for the Assets & Services Department for the three month period ended 30 September 2015. 


Members were advised that as this is the first report presented for the 2015/16 financial year, the detailed report narrative focused on providing analysis of the annual budget components for the respective departmental activities.


It was noted that year to date progress could be determined by viewing the “YTD % spent” column within the detailed report. Generally revenues and operating costs are tracking to budget, while there are wide-ranging variations in capital expenditure depending on progress with associated projects.


It was reported that year end forecasts will be updated during the 2016/17 budget preparations and reported to the next meeting of this Committee.

For the reporting period, Departmental revenues are unfavourable to budget by $149,556 and operating expenditures are favourable to budget by $452,779. 

The total budgeted capital expenditure for 2015/16, including carryovers and Council approved adjustments, is $58.9M with actual year to date expenditure of $4M (7%). Capital expenditure is mainly concentrated in the core activities of Sewer $16.9M, Roading $13.6M, Water $12.2M, Community Facilities $5.5M, Flood Protection $2.3M and Waste Management $5.9M.

It was noted that due to consultant and consenting issues, delays can be expected with programming of both Blenheim and Picton sewer trunk main and pump station upgrades. The deferred capital expenditure will result in savings to budgeted depreciation and debt servicing costs for the current year.

Clrs Leggett/Evans:

That the financial report for the period ended 30 September 2015 be received.

Carried


ATTENDANCE: Steve Murrin, Journey Manager, Marlborough Roads, was present for the following two items.


P.15/16.192
Changes to State Highway 1, Picton


R800-006-022-01

The Journey Manager, Marlborough Roads presented the report to Council advising of the results of the consultation and sought approval to progress the designation of Kent Street to State Highway and Auckland Street and Wairau Road being revoked as State Highway.

Members were aware that the Transport Agency was considering the possibility of designating Kent Street from Wairau Road to Dublin Street as State Highway 1 as this was the priority freight access to the Cook Strait Ferries and the Port.


It was noted that with the State Highway designation proposed for Kent Street, the current designation on Nelson Square, Wairau Road and Auckland Street would need to be revoked, thereby reverting these roads to District Council vesting.


Members were advised that four submissions were received following the media release with no objections. It was also noted that there have been no issues raised in regard to Lagoon Road being transferred to Port Company Management. It was reported that the next stage is for the Transport Agency to start the process of designating Kent Street as State Highway and revoking Nelson Square, Wairau Road and Auckland Street to Local Road.

In response to a concern raised regarding the intersection of Kent Street and Wairau Road Mr Murrin noted that Opus International Consultants Limited has been engaged to provide a report on possible options for improvement. The report produced will be brought back to the Committee for consideration.

Clrs Evans/Hook:

1. That Council supports the Transport Agency’s proposal to designate Kent Street as State Highway 1.

2. That Wairau Road from Kent Street to Auckland Street, Nelson Square and Auckland Street become Local Road.


3. That the Chairman Assets and Services and Manager Assets and Services be given delegation to approve the process to transfer Management of Lagoon Road from Council to Port Marlborough.

Carried


P.15/16.193
Parking Restrictions Marina Drive
R800-002-01

The report presented to the Committee sought approval to install ‘no stopping’ lines on the south‑west side of Marina Drive, Waikawa. A plan showing the extent of the restriction was included with the agenda for members’ information.

Members were aware that approval had previously been given for the installation of ‘no stopping’ lines along the eastern side of Beach Road from Mara Place to the Marina. This initiative has proved successful with a number of positive comments being received.   

It was reported that a submission has been received from the Waikawa Ratepayers Association advising that there was still an issue with the parking of boat trailers on Marina Drive and they have requested that the ‘no stopping’ lines be extended for 40 metres on the south side of Marina Drive thereby restricting the road to single lane.


Clrs Leggett/Hook:

That the ‘no stopping’ lines in Marina Drive be extended from the north side of the vehicle crossing to 56 Beach Road through to the access to the Port Company storage area, a total of 40 metres.


Carried


Monro Street Stopbank
D050-001-A03

Clr Arbuckle advised members that he had received a petition regarding safety concerns on the Monro Street stopbank (Trim Rec No. 15230174).

The Manager Assets & Services noted that he is aware of a proposal to place a mirror at the top of the stopbank and will advise when this will be actioned.

Members agreed that as it was a minor budget expense these works be carried out.


P.15/16.194
Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Scheme


C230-003-F01

The Manager Assets & Services presented the report to the Committee which outlined the proposed Governance and Project Management arrangements for the Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Scheme (FCIS or Scheme).  


Members were advised on the background of the scheme and it was noted that to date the FCIS has been developed by Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Ltd. It was reported that as the Scheme is proposed to be Council owned and operated and is reaching the stage of more detailed planning design, tendering and construction, FCIL have requested that the Governance and Project Management of the Scheme reside with Council. 


It was noted that as a community scheme it is desirable that landowners continue to have a role in the governance of the Scheme. 

It was reported that the governance framework responsibilities and the make-up of the sub-committee be two councillors and three to five community appointments. Members were advised that the proposed Project Management Group would oversee the management of the planning, design and construction of the project but would seek governance direction from the Sub‑committee.

It was noted that to ensure continuity and retention of knowledge of the Scheme that an interim Sub‑committee be established until October 2016 which would be made up of two Councillors and three to five nominated Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Limited (FCIL) members. Following general discussion it was agreed that Clr Evans be appointed as one of the Council representatives and that the second appointment be confirmed at the Council meeting 10 December 2015.


It was reported that it is important that the decisions made at this stage of the Scheme are made by FCIL members as they have been involved in the development of the Scheme to date and have extensive knowledge of the pre-feasibility studies. It was noted that decisions would be subject to Council’s approval of overall scheme policies, funding and ongoing budgets.

Clr Leggett/The Mayor:  

1. That Council establish a two tier governance framework:


· Flaxbourne Irrigation Sub-committee; and


· Project Management Group;


2. That an Interim Sub-committee be established until October 2016 made up of two Councillors and three to five nominated Flaxbourne Community Irrigation Limited (FCIL) members, decisions regarding overall scheme policies, funding and ongoing budgets subject to Council approval.

Carried


Clrs Sloan/Leggett:

3. That Clr Evans be appointed to the Committee.


4. That a second appointee be confirmed at the full Council meeting on 10 December 2015.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Brett Walker, Infrastructural Projects Engineer, Marlborough Roads, was present for the following two items.


P.15/16.195
Out of District Water Connection Application for 184 Wither Road – Additional Connection for Proposed Development


W440-003-001-01, PN533983#04

The report sought approval from Council for an additional water connection to supply a proposed allotment. The site is zoned rural three thereby requiring an out of district approval.


Members were aware that a policy on approving out of district connections was considered and accepted by Council on 17 September 2015. 

It was noted that Wither Road East area has an existing reticulated system, is mostly connected and is recognised within Council as an area that is to be served from the Blenheim water supply. It was reported that the existing Council infrastructure has the capacity to serve the additional allotment, however there will be limitations to usage and these were noted. It was reported that operating pressures for this area are less than the minimum target of 30m (300kPa) for Blenheim and conditions and limitations of water use will be required.


Members were advised that a financial levy would need to be applied to the new connection and any future connections for their share of the new road crossing pipeline with the proposed cost being $1,050 per connection.


It was reported that Development Contributions would also be applied to each new connection as specified within the Development Contribution Policy and a connection fee would also apply to the new connection. The water connection would be metered, and include a Reduce Pressure Backflow prevention device.

Clr Hook/The Mayor:  


1. That a metered water connection with RPZ backflow prevention device be approved for the additional Lot.


2. That a financial levy of $1,050 (PPI June 2015) be paid. The amount will be adjusted to reflect the current Producers Price Index (PPI) at time of payment.

3. That a Development Contribution be paid for one household equivalent unit, and applied as per the Development Contributions policy.

4. That a water connection fee be paid for Council to supply and install a 20mm diameter metered water connection, complete with a RPZ backflow prevention device.

5. That the proposed Lot pay water rates as per Council’s Out of District Connections rating policy.

6. That a Blenheim metered water charge be applied for the new connection. This charge is set by the MDC Rating Policy and is subject to the standard minimum quarterly charge.

7. That the applicant be advised approval of these service connections does not imply that subdivision approval will be granted.

8. That the approved connections to this property only be completed following a successful subdivision application. Failure to obtain subdivision consent within one year of this approval will result in forfeit of this out of district water approval.

9. That a memo or consent notice be added to the new Lot to record that there are limitations with this water supply, that additional items such as a tank and booster pump will likely be required to maintain an acceptable supply of water and pressure throughout the day, and that water use is limited to that required to serve a dwelling and immediately around a dwelling.

Carried


ATTENDANCE: Alec McNeil, Solid Waste Manager, was present for the following item.


P.15/16.196
CIF CAPEX Budget
C315-14-26

The purpose of the report to the Committee was to discuss the tender responses to the CIF project and the impact on the budget.


Members were advised that a budget of $2.952M was approved from the CAPEX budget. It was noted that various aspects of this project have now been tendered with the overall responses totalling $2.91M. It was reported that whilst the equipment supply was under budget the construction costs for the actual building are more expensive than originally envisaged. This is predominantly down to ground conditions at the site which require the digging out of old landfill material and replacement with river stone. It was reported that the volume of material to be removed from the site is variable therefore the current budget could be exceeded. 


Members were advised that there is no contingency within the current budget to cover any variations, in particular an increase in cost related to the building foundations. To address this issue it was suggested that an increase in the budget of 10% as a minimum be applied. This would equate to $300k in additional CAPEX and cost up to $3 per tonne on the gate fee.


It was noted that a review of the gate fees is scheduled for June 2016 and the ‘risk’ element of the construction will be completed by this point.  


Members were advised that the retendering of the project is possible but may not lead to a reduction in costs and may impact on the government grant of $776k.

Clrs Leggett/Sloan:

That the Committee approve an increase in the CIF CAPEX budget of $300k (10%).

Carried


ATTENDANCE: Geoff Dick, Rivers and Drainage Engineering Manager, was present for the following two items.


P.15/16.197
Application of Herbicide to Water - Monitoring Requirement and Costs
R700-005-02

The report to the Committee advised members of the aquatic herbicide monitoring required by conditions of Resource Consent U070702 – Herbicide Application to Water, plus the costs of the monitoring and its funding. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233284).

It was reported that Council is preparing a contract document for the 2016 re-monitoring and noted that the potential costs could be between $80,000 and $90,000.  A stand-alone report will provide a descriptive assessment of the current ecological conditions of the 24 stipulated watercourses and draw comparisons with the rankings provided by Young et al. (2002).

It was reported that condition 19 of the Consent was amended to stipulate monitoring of dissolved oxygen relative to herbicide application, resultant changes in vegetation and temperature conditions. Members were advised that Council has contracted NIWA to undertake the monitor as they have good expertise in this area. 

It was noted that the monitoring is done for renewal of the resource consent and to make sure there is no harm to the environment. Members noted that it is crucial that the environment is considered and Mr Dick reported that the use of chemicals is never taken lightly and that they are investigating other ways of controlling weeds. It was noted that all chemicals currently used are in the Code of Practice.

Total costs for the required monitoring activities are expected to exceed $135,000 for the current financial year with a further $44,000 contracted for the 2016/17 year.  It was reported that work will be funded from existing budgets. Members were advised that further targeted studies are necessary to fully support an application to renew U070702 which will expire in February 2019.


Clrs Evans/Leggett:  


1. That the monitoring requirement of Consent U070702 Herbicide Application to Water are noted including the consent expiry (February 2019).

2. When report completed the findings and results be brought back to this Committee.

Carried


ATTENDANCE: Geoff Dick, Rivers and Drainage Engineering Manager, was present for the following item.


P.15/16.198
Redwood Street and Town Branch Drain Stormwater Upgrading – Project Update November 2015
R760-02-001

The Rivers and Drainage Engineering Manager presented a report to update the Committee on progress into investigating issues involved with the upgrading of the interlinked Redwood Street stormwater catchment and the Town Branch Drain catchment and to discuss Option 9 from the Aurecon report dated 6 August 2015. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233287).

Members were advised that the investigations of the options for upgrading the Redwood Street/Town Branch have been completed with the recommendation that Option 9 be adopted for implementation. It was noted that they will be using as much of the existing system as possible to complete the upgrade, however, there will be the need for some pipe replacement.


It was reported that Option 9 involves construction of a new outfall to the Lower Opawa River via Snowdens Basin.  Once complete the new Muller Road and Stephenson Street links can then progressively be constructed as funds allow leaving the existing Redwood Street outfall into the Taylor River to provide for only that area north of Francis Street.


Costs of the complete upgrade are large but they can progressively be constructed as funds allow. Members were advised that it would be reasonable to consider a 10 – 20 year implementation timeframe and this would be consistent with funding provided within the 2015-25 LTP.


It was noted that implementation still requires purchase of land/landowner agreements from KiwiRail and NZTA, resource consents for the new Opawa River outfall and pipe diversions which could lead to some changes to the upgrade design.


Clrs Hook/Evans:  


1. That Option 9 be adopted in principle for the upgrade of the Redwood Street/Town Branch stormwater system noting that the upgrade will be subject to resource consent and necessary landowner agreements.


2. That the immediate action priorities listed below be initiated to the timeframes indicated.


a) Purchase of 1.65Ha of land for the Snowdens Basin.


b) Construction of the key new link pipe from the Redwood Street/Muller Road to Town Branch Drain to enable “emergency” diversion of stormwater in the event of downstream pipe failure or blockage.


c) Replacement of the worst section of Redwood Street main between Muller Road and Stephenson Street.


d) Upgrade of the section of Town Branch Drain immediately north of the Ham subdivision to enable this subdivision to be completed.  This piece of work will have a significant developer contribution.


Items a) – d) targeted to be completed by June 2017. 


e) Consultation, land owner agreements and obtaining resource consents for the new Snowdens outfall and diversion of additional stormwater into the Town Branch Drain system.


Item e) – June 2018 to obtain the required resource consents and landowner agreements.

3. That staff be requested to look at all the stormwater priorities for Blenheim and an overall stormwater upgrade plan be prepared that can be completed within current funding allocations.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Brian Paton, Rivers Investigation & Planning Engineer, was present for the following item.


P.15/16.199
Tsunami Evacuation Zones – Consultation Strategy
E385-002-003-04

The Rivers Investigation and Planning Engineer, Brian Paton provided a report to the Committee which proposed a consultation strategy that informs potentially affected coastal communities on the impacts of large tsunamis and a plan that will assist them plan evacuation procedures. The Strategy was attached to the agenda for members’ information.

Members were advised that GNS Science had been engaged to assess the risk for the entire coastline of the District as it has been the Council’s intention to quantify the tsunami risk.  


It was noted that the most serious tsunami is likely to originate from local and regional sources with arrival times estimated to be less than three hours. It was reported that the risk is very low but the consequence of a tsuanmai, if it occurred, would cause a considerable amount of damage and it is important that communities understand what to do and where to go in such an event.  Members were advised that education and evacuation planning is essential to reduce the impact of such risks.      


It was reported that Council is currently assessing whether there is a need to make the Tsunami Evacuation Maps available on LIM (Land Information Memorandum).


Members were advised that open days in January and February are being proposed to engage with iwi and communities most at risk to present the information, exchange ideas and plan for a way forward that will reduce the possible consequences of a tsunami event in our District. Information and maps will be posted onto the Council website and feedback sought.  


Following these meetings the establishment of a community driven Tsunami Working Group is proposed with the aim being to develop tsunami evacuation plans and information material which will appropriately manage the risk.  Possible outcomes are likely to be signage, information boards and identifiable safe zones. 


Clrs Leggett/Hook:  


That the Committee receive and acknowledge the report on Tsunami Evacuation Zones – Consultation Strategy and support the consultation strategy proposed.

Carried


ATTENDANCE: Robin Dunn, Reserves & Amenities officer, was present for the following two items.


P.15/16.200
BikeWalk Marlborough Summary and Update – November 2015
C230-001-B03


The report to the Committee provided an update on Bike Walk Marlborough’s (BWM) structure, its activities to date and recent changes with a new form of interaction between Council and the Trust proposed. The three Urban Cycleway Programme (UCP) projects that are NZTA approved and largely funded were included and proposed additional network routes that make up the Blenheim Urban Cycle Network identified. An evaluation criteria and recommendations on prioritisation of Bike Walk projects were also included in the report.


It was noted that the Bike Walk Marlborough Trust was established in 2009 as an educational arm of BWM. Its initial focus was to improve safety for urban cyclists and walkers but this has now broadened to encompass all types of cycling.


Members were advised that with the growing interest in cycling and walking and the increasing demand for projects and programmes a new fulltime Blenheim based position has been created in conjunction with Tasman Sports Trust. Braden Prideaux has been appointed to this position and will commence early January 2016. 

It was reported that to better define this new relationship between the Tasman Sports Trust and BWM Advisory Group and BWM Trust, it is proposed to prepare a MoU to define expectations and set out funding and protocols. Members were advised that the Trust will report annually to the Committee.


Members were advised on the annual budget for BWM and it was noted that it does not include the un‑costed “other” commitments for the Urban Cycle Way projects or other priority BWM projects and programmes waiting for funding.


Members were aware that three Bike Walk related funding submissions were made to this year’s Long Term Plan (LTP) with these submissions being referred to this Committee and then to “Bike Walk Marlborough” for consideration and prioritising.  It was noted that the submissions exceeded the cumulative available BWM surplus over the next four years. There has also been one more application for funds made to Bike Walk Marlborough since the long term budget hearings. The BWM Advisory group prepared an Evaluation Criteria and held two workshops to commence the prioritisation of all potential projects, including (AP) submissions and the project details and recommendations were outlined.

In response to a query Mr Dunn advised that the further work required from the Queen Charlotte Track Inc is being progressing in preparation for submitting to the Annual Plan process in 2016. 

A short video advertising the Link Pathway was shown to members.

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:  


4. That the operations, expectations and the relationship between Tasman Sports Trust, BWM Trust and the BWM Advisory Group,  be clearly defined within a Memorandum of Understanding.


5. That the fundamental basis for BMW Trust funding and operation be an annual Business Plan approved by Council, supported by Council’s annual budget.

Carried


P.15/16.201
Wither Hills Farm Park – Rifle Range Carpark Coffee Cart Licence
R510-009-W03-01

The purpose of the report provided to the Committee sought approval to operate a coffee cart within the Wither Hills Farm Park (WHFP) main Rifle Range carpark located off Rifle Range Place.


Members were advised that this is the first time that a request has been made to operate a coffee cart on an ongoing basis within the WHFP. It was reported that the WHFP Management Plan 2005 states within Section 3.40 Future Uses ‘The opportunity for alternative, future recreational and/or commercial activities being undertaken within the Farm Park shall not be discounted. 


It was noted that this business will be operated on a year by year concession basis, and will be somewhat of a trial to gauge demand which is likely to be seasonal.


It was reported that there has been some interest expressed in establishing a more permanent café at the location, however, nothing has been lodged to date. It was noted that initially it will be a trial but with an estimated 128,000 users of the park annually there is considerable potential for it to be successful.

Clrs Evans/Andrews:  


That approval be granted to operate a coffee cart on a year by year concession within the Rifle Range Carpark.


Carried


P.15/16.202
Information Package
-

Clrs Leggett/Evans:  


That the Assets and Services Information Package dated 24 November 2015 be received and noted.

Carried


The meeting closed at 3.35 pm.
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