
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information Package 

Assets & Services Department 
28 April 201528 April 2015 



 



Contents 

Marlborough Roads ...................................................................................................................... 1 
Local Road Asset Management Report – February 2015 .............................................................................. 1 
Local Road Asset Management Report – March 2015 ................................................................................... 5 

Rivers and Drainage Section – Activity Report ......................................................................... 10 
Wairau River ................................................................................................................................................. 10 
Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries ................................................................................................................ 11 
Wither Hills .................................................................................................................................................... 12 
Drainage ........................................................................................................................................................ 12 
Rural Pump Stations ..................................................................................................................................... 13 
Floodway Reserves ....................................................................................................................................... 15 
Picton, Sounds and Awatere ......................................................................................................................... 15 
Investigation and Miscellaneous ................................................................................................................... 15 
Gravel Extraction ........................................................................................................................................... 17 
Quarries ........................................................................................................................................................ 18 

Services and Operations ............................................................................................................ 19 
Education Report .......................................................................................................................................... 19 
Kerbside Collection Team ............................................................................................................................. 20 

Emergency Management Activity Report .................................................................................. 22 
Rural Fire ...................................................................................................................................................... 22 
Emergency Response Team ........................................................................................................................ 24 

Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report ..................................................................... 26 
Blenheim Parks and Reserves ...................................................................................................................... 26 
Public Conveniences ..................................................................................................................................... 31 
Cemeteries .................................................................................................................................................... 32 
Swimming Pools ............................................................................................................................................ 32 
General.......................................................................................................................................................... 32 
Rangers’ Report ............................................................................................................................................ 32 
Road Safety Coordinator Update .................................................................................................................. 33 
BikeWalk Marlborough .................................................................................................................................. 35 
Access & Mobility Forum............................................................................................................................... 36 

 



 

Marlborough Roads  

Local Road Asset Management Report – February 2015  
(Information prepared by Frank Porter) R800-007-02 

General 
This report covers activities up to the end of February 2015. 

Early in February Marlborough and its contract suppliers were involved with the major fire in the 
Onamalutu and SH 6 area.  

 

Northbank Road was closed for much of the day subsequently requiring the replacement of two 
plastic-pipe culverts. 

Whilst the fire risk remained extreme, the weather was otherwise ideal for construction and renewal 
activities across the network with 90% of local roads and SH reseals completed and 45% of the 
pavement rehabilitation work completed. Priority is being given to completion of renewals on the 
GrapeRide circuit. 

Despite the dry weather, the unsealed network has performed well. Some response to complaints 
were required on the Avondale and Avon Valley Roads and also the French Pass Road. 
Port Underwood and Northbank Road areas where Marlborough Roads has invested in the 
“Gravel-Lock” product have performed reasonably well, particularly so on Northbank Road. Some 
changes to the application of the material are proposed. 

Some higher levels of CBD maintenance were required in Picton during times of cruise ship visits. 
Marlbrough Roads is reviewing whether the current levels of service require amendment.  

Financial Commentary 
Council’s combined expenditure on Maintenance and Renewals continues to sit close to allocated 
budgets with an expectation that expenditure will match allocation projected out to the end of the 
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financial year. Maintenance expenditure is running slightly ahead of budget with renewals expenditure 
picking up in line with the high level of late summer activity.  

Reseal costs offer some financial relief this year through negative escalations with the bitumen prices.  
The bitumen component will counter inflation effects in other areas of renewals work.  

The attached graphs compare expenditure against forecasts up to the end of March. 
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Monthly Activities 

Network Outcomes Contract 
The Network Outcomes Contract continues to operate successfully. The February Operational 
Performance Measures (OPM) audit and a joint inspection with the auditors and Marlborough Roads’ 
Maintenance Contract Manager confirms the audit process is robust providing a high degree of 
reliability with the audit outcome. 

No non-compliances were recorded on the local road network. Two non-compliances were noted on 
the SH network identified as “heaves and shoves”. 

The Key Results Areas (KRAs) payment and tenure review discussions remains resolved. A 
discussion is proposed at the March Board Meeting. 

The precast concrete decks for Atkinsons and Lindens bridges have been made off-site. The 
placement of these decks is awaiting resources to complete these works.  

Marlborough Roads Activities  
Opus International Consultants were the successful tenderers for detail business case preparation of 
the Opawa and Wairau Bridge regional acceleration activities.   

Andrew James’ vacant safety engineer role continues to be back-filled on an as-required basis from 
the Transport Agency Wellington Regional Office.  

Marlborough Roads have been involved in discussions with the audit office confirming processes used 
to develop the roading section of Council’s 30-year infrastructure plan.  

The recently established senior network manager position will be advertised shortly. This position will 
provide support to the Marlborough Roads network team.  

Project Status 

State Highways 
Some progress is being made with Westwood developer’s release of the bonded funding required as 
part of their resource consent.   

Higgins Contractors continue to make good progress at the Dashwood Overbridge and Realignment. 
Work on the tie-ins connecting to the SH 1 pavement. This project is on schedule for completion by 
Easter 2015.  

The Spring Creek Intersection design is now able to be finalised after a decision to enable continued 
direct access to the Four-Square supermarket.   

Tenders for business case development for Marlborough’s Regional Acceleration projects (Opawa and 
Wairau (SH 1 bridges)) was awarded to Opus International Consultants with a requirement to report to 
the Minister by June 2015. 

Local Roads 
Downer is arranging off-site construction of bridge components for the Northbank Bridge upgrades 
(Geoffs, Bartletts, Fabians, Kaka, Northbank No. 5, Northbank No. 8) following contract award. When 
completed, Northbank Road will be fully HPMV capable creating significant efficiencies for the logging 
industry. 

Renewal of Atkinsons and Lindens bridges is now expected to get underway in April.  

Assets & Services Committee – 28 April 2015 – Page 3 



All storm damage works are now complete with the exception of replacement of the Speeds Road 
Bridge. Again, these works are now expected to recommence at this site after Easter.  

Pavement renewal works on Queen Charlotte Drive are designed with seal design to optimise comfort 
for cyclists. These works will be complete in mid-March, before the GrapeRide, despite expressions of 
disbelief from the cyclist fraternity. 

Communications 
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table 
identifies some of those contacts during February 2015. 

Group or Individual Activity 
French Pass Roading Committee Roading issues 
Marlborough Lines Trees on legal road 
Picton Smart and Connected General Picton issues 
NZ Army Exercise preparation 
Geoff Adams Legal road  
Moetapu Bay Residents Road Management  
McCormicks Rd Residents Road issues  

Customer Database Information  
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for February 2015.  

Compliment ...................................... 3 (2%) 
Complaint ......................................... 5 (3%) 
Comment .................................... 105 (69%) 
Request for Service ...................... 36 (24%) 
Feedback .......................................... 2 (1%) 
Other ................................................ 1 (1%) 

Road Safety 
Crash trends still seem to be following a downwards trend. There is a lag in the Crash Analysis 
System with incomplete information for this month. The table below indicates the Marlborough trend 
but may not include the latest CAS updates. 
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Zero Harm 
The Transport Agency continues to develop its Zero Harm policy and is working with suppliers to 
improve health and safety outcomes.  

In February, the HEB/Opus JV reported seven incidents:  

· 2 “near Miss” vehicle incidents 
· 4 “near Miss” non-vehicle incidents  
· 0 first aid injuries 
· 0 medical treatment injuries 
· 1 restricted work injury (light duties) 
· no “lost-time” injuries   

Marlborough Roads have recorded no near miss incidents. A recently discussed concern is driver 
behaviour particularly in relation to longer distances and fatigue. Recently leased Transport Agency 
vehicles are all electronically tracked with relevant information available regarding driver activity. 

Local Road Asset Management Report – March 2015  
(Information prepared by Frank Porter) R800-007-02 

General 
This report covers activities up to the end of March 2015. 

The threat of Cyclone Pam placed Marlborough Roads suppliers on full alert on 16 March. Fortunately 
whilst some rain fell, there were few issues in Marlborough.  

The 2015 vintage got underway mid-March and disappointingly some spills have already occurred 

All reseals on both State Highways and local roads were completed early in March.  The focus for 
pavement rehabilitation work has been on Queen Charlotte Drive and Wairau Road SH 1 in Picton 
and to have this work completed before the GrapeRide. 

All works were completed before the GrapeRide event, attracting very favourable comments by 
cyclists. 
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The shorter “Taster”  route around Kaituna Tuamarina Track was also in excellent condition and 
generated complimentary comments from many who entered that shorter event. Otherwise ideal for 
construction and renewal activities across the network with 90% of local roads and SH reseals 
completed and 45% of the pavement rehabilitation work completed. Priority is being given to 
completion of renewals on the GrapeRide circuit. 

Despite the dry weather, the unsealed network has performed well. With conditions so dry, some 
patch grading of the worst sections has occurred to cut out corrugations. Full grading cycles will 
commence as some moisture returns to the pavements enabling better binding of the base material.   

A serious crash occurred at Dazzle Corner on SH1 on 23 March 2015 involving injuries to the seven 
occupants in a minivan. Full details of the crash are not yet available. 

Financial Commentary 
Council’s combined expenditure on Maintenance and Renewals continues and is now right on budget. 
The expectation remains that expenditure will match the budget at the end of the financial year.  

Some programmed maintenance and renewals savings were earlier expected, however, these are not 
now able to be realised with advice from the Transport Agency that future allocations will be based to 
an extent on previous spend history. There is a need to meet ongoing levels of service as the One 
Network Road Classification levels of service are developed.  However, other savings have been 
achieved within the current capital programme with Marlborough Roads declaring $400,000 savings 
through cost reductions on the Hodder bridge programme and $320,000 savings on the Northbank 
bridge renewal programme.  

The attached graphs compare maintenance and renewal expenditure against forecasts up to the end 
of March. 
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Monthly Activities 

Network Outcomes Contract 
The Network Outcomes Contract continues to operate successfully. The March Operational 
Performance Measures (OPM) audit confirms no non-compliances on the local road network. Two 
non-compliances were noted on the SH network identified as “heaves and shoves” and “low shoulder”. 

The Key Results Areas (KRAs) payment and tenure review discussions relating to the 2013/14 
financial year are now all but resolved. A special NOC Board Meeting will finalise this matter after 
which the Transport Agency may approve the KRA reward payment. There is good alignment with 
KRAs for the current financial year. 

Marlborough Roads have a focus on accuracy of RAMM data. There is a backlog of data entry 
currently being addressed by HEB Opus JV. Their data Quality Plan is being used to ensure 
processes are timely. 

The precast concrete decks for Atkinsons and Lindens bridges have been made off-site. The 
placement of these decks is programmed for April.  

Marlborough Roads Activities  
Opus International Consultants have completed the draft Indicative Business case for the Opawa and 
Wairau Bridge regional acceleration activities.  This draft is currently under review as opus move onto 
their Detailed Business Case deliberations. 

Andrew James’ vacant safety engineer role continues to be back-filled on an as-required basis from 
the Transport Agency Wellington Regional Office.  

Marlborough Roads worked closely with the GrapeRide organisers to ensure their expectations were 
met regarding route conditions.  

Interviews for the vacant senior network manager position were held on 27 March. An employment 
offer has been made at the time of writing this report with acceptance likely by mid-April.  
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Project Status 

State Highways 
Higgins Contractors continue to make good progress at the Dashwood Overbridge and Realignment. 
Work on the tie-ins connecting to the pavement. The road was opened up for all traffic to travel at the 
legal speed on 2 April 2015 before the Easter break.  

 

The Spring Creek Intersection design is now the basis for property discussions with the Four-Square 
store owners.    

Local Roads 
Downers continue to prepare off-site for construction of bridge components for the Northbank Bridge 
upgrades (Geoffs, Bartletts, Fabians, Kaka, Northbank No. 5, Northbank No. 8).  When completed, 
Northbank Road will be fully HPMV capable creating significant efficiencies for the logging industry. 

Renewal of Atkinsons and Lindens bridges is now expected to get underway in April.  

All storm damage works are now complete with the exception of replacement of the Speeds Road 
Bridge. Again, these works are now expected to recommence at this site after Easter.  

Communications  
Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table 
identifies some of those contacts during January 2015. 

Group or Individual Activity 
Yealands Nolans Road 
John Turnbull  HEB 
Marlborough Grape industry  Grape Cartage meeting 
NZ Army Exercise preparation 
Engineering Lifelines Group meeting at EMC 
Colonial Developers Subdivision road details  
Wood Sector Smart and Connected Monthly meeting  
CBD Businesses CBD maintenance issues 
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Customer Database Information  
The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for March 2015.  

Compliment ................................................. 2 (1%) 
Complaint .................................................... 9 (5%) 
Comment ................................................. 97 (59%) 
Request for Service................................. 53 (32%) 
Other ........................................................... 4 (3%) 

Road Safety  
Crash trends still seem to be following a downwards trend. There is a lag in the Crash Analysis 
System with incomplete information for this month. The table below indicates the Marlborough trend 
but may not include the latest CAS updates.  

 

Zero Harm 
The Transport Agency continues to develop its Zero Harm policy and is working with suppliers to 
improve health and safety outcomes.  

In March, the HEB/Opus JV reported seven incidents:  

· 5 “near Miss” vehicle incidents 
· 2 “near Miss” non-vehicle incidents 
· 0 first aid injuries 
· 0 medical treatment injuries 
· 1 restricted work injury (light duties) 
· 1 “lost-time” injury   

Marlborough Roads have recorded no near miss incidents. A recently discussed concern is driver 
behaviour particularly in relation to longer distances and fatigue. Recently leased Transport Agency 
vehicles are all electronically tracked with relevant information available regarding driver activity. 

Alistair Clemett 
It is with sadness we note the passing of Dagwood Clemett.  Dagwood has had a long work history 
with the Awatere County Council, the Marlborough District Council, Downer and most recently HEB 
Construction. Dagwood had an ability to never be stuck for words and was a great character. We will 
miss him.  
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Rivers and Drainage Section – Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Geoff Dick, Brin Williman, Roger Fitzgerald, Steve Bezar, 
Kevin McFall, David Aires, Jan van der Vliet, Hai Trieu)  R700-014-01 

Wairau River 
Fairway tree removal (using heavy machinery) has been carried out over six locations throughout the 
Waihopai to Tuamarina reach treating an area of more than 5 ha. In addition to this work a further 
25 ha of vegetated islands have been sprayed by ground-based methods. The eradication of willow, 
poplar, wattle, broom, gorse, lupins and other vegetation within the fairway is to assist in providing 
maximum waterway capacity of the river in time of flood and to assist in reducing unwanted bank 
erosion. 

The repairs to Conders rock-lined training bank (WATB12) have been completed. 4,646 tons of 
quarried river-grade rock were imported and added to existing recovered rock over a 255m section to 
make the repair.  

 

Lower Wairau River Channel Works 
Further berm removal and channel widening work has been completed approximately 2 km 
downstream of the Blenheim Rowing Club. An additional 2870m³ of material was excavated from the 
inside of this bend in the river and placed within the Jones Road stopbank upgrade borrow pit area. 
This completes the river widening at this location and back filling of the borrow pit which will now be 
sown to grass by the lessee. 
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Lower Wairau River - stopbank improvement works  
Further discussions have been held with Ngati Rarua about progressing the upgrade past their marae. 
A commitment has been made to complete the design and progress the necessary landowner 
negotiations over the coming winter with a view to the works proceeding summer 2016. 

Ngati Rarua has assisted with some landowner contacts. 

Upper Wairau River and Tributaries 

Upper Wairau Fairway Clearing  
The annual works programme has been completed over three sites. The fairway clearing was 
completed in tandem with some edge strengthening work partnering with local landowners to achieve 
a win for both Council and riverside landowners.  

Work at Loddon Lane consisted of clearing the designed fairway of unwanted vegetation and 
trenching the excavated willows into chevrons in erosion embayments. Work at Church Lane 
consisted of clearing the designed fairway of unwanted vegetation and using appropriate material to 
construct anchored bank protection work in partnership with Moleta. Similar work was carried out at 
Jamie Timms frontage. Landowners covered the cost of materials and labour whilst Council covered 
the management, supervision and fairway clearing operation as per its policy. 

 

Bartletts Creek (Northbank) 
In mid-March willow vegetation clearance and debris-dam removal was undertaken at Bartletts Creek 
over a length of approximately 650m upstream of the confluence of with the Wairau River. This has 
improved the flood carrying capacity of this lower reach and thereby reducing the flood risk to the 
adjoining properties. The local landholder said the last cleanout over this reach was about 30 years 
ago.  

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries 

Tuamarina 
Tree removal over a 5.5 km reach from Speeds Road downstream to 800 m below Boat Point has 
been completed to maintain a clear and effective channel. Targeted willow regrowth has been sprayed 
by ground-based operations also. 

Gibsons Creek (just downstream of Waihopai intake) 
Both river intakes were reinstated and strengthened during the period 11-16 March 2015 after minor 
flood flows in both the Wairau and Waihopai Rivers.  
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School Creek, Renwick 
The third tazz-run was completed in March. Ongoing assistance is being provided by Rivers staff with 
the Renwick School restoration and enhancement project.  

Wither Hills 
Work is only just starting to commence again due to fire risk lessening in recent days. A range of 
works such as track improvements, weed spraying, gorse mulching is being re-programmed and 
further work on fire damaged block (gorse removal and re-wiring fence line) is also being 
commissioned.  

It will have been noticed by many that a significant quantity of trees on the Wither Hills has suffered 
die-back – in part or in full. The trees affected are not limited to one species – but cover pretty much 
all (except Manuka) at this stage. It will remain to be seen the long term effects and whether any of the 
badly affected trees recover or not. 

 

Building Consents have now been obtained for the woolshed extension and prices are being sought 
from potential building companies at present. A second irrigation proposal document has been 
prepared and will be discussed as and when appropriate in the future.  

The passing of Mark Smith is a big loss for the Wither Hills farm management but some positive 
meetings have been held with Peter Ryan who is carrying on Marks good work in the short-medium 
term.  

Drainage 

Drain Maintenance 
The autumn drain spray programme is underway with favourable conditions prevailing. 

Rarangi Road and Sutherlands Drains have been surveyed to assess need for excavations. 

Mapps Waterway, Riverlands Co-op, Sandhills Outlet, Jeffries Drain, Drains A & B excavated - a total 
of 5200 metres. 

The Jeffries Drain excavation was removal of seasonal algal growth which can collect on the pump 
house screens and cause pump malfunction. This was a trial of a new method and equipment. The 
results were pleasing and the algae removal is likely to become an annual maintenance activity. 
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Staff met with Marlborough Lines with regard to their plans to upgrade the power line alongside the 
Alabama Rd drain. This power line is very close to the drain and other Council assets and so some 
care is required in the upgrade design. 

Drain Network Review 
We are in the process of assessing the submissions received on the proposed network extensions.  
We are happy with the level of response. An update for the Committee is provided in a separate 
agenda report. 

Lower Opawa River 
A big crack willow tree that fell off into the river opposite Park Terrace has been removed. Another big 
willow tree at the edge was cut.  

Access for the willow removal was through private property. While we had the digger and chainsaw on 
site we also removed a large dead gum tree which had fallen over and laid over the stopbank for some 
time. Another adjacent tree considered at risk of falling on the stopbank was also cut and removed. 
The root ball hole from the fallen tree was repaired to ensure the stopbank remained in good order. 

 

Taylor River: Town Area 
Emergent weed spraying is being held off, waiting for another inspection in late April. 

Rural Pump Stations 
The last two rural pump refurbishments for the current financial year are complete with both pumps 
now reinstalled and ready for operation over the expected winter wet conditions. 

Pump 24’s (Rouses PS) refurbishment included a new cutless bearing and sleeve, new top steady 
bearing, gland packing, grease box and bottom steady. The impeller was built up and machined to 
clearance. The housings were sand blasted and epoxy paint coated. 

Pump 26 (Roberts PS) is also back in with new gland packing, drive coupling, centre steady and 
bottom cutless and sleeve. Similarly the bottom housings have had any corrosion removed and 
repainted. The pump station floor is being strengthened to ensure safe entry.  

All the rural pump stations were inspected in early autumn for general maintenance requirements. The 
inspections covered floodgates, debris screens, inlet and outlet channel conditions and general 
building condition. As a result of the inspection the Grovetown #1 gravity gate is being replaced - a 
new timber side hung gate.  The Grovetown #2 gravity gate will be checked when water level is low 
and will be replaced if necessary. 
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Blenheim Stormwater Pump Stations 
The necessary parts to rebuild the vandal damaged MacEwans pump at the Waterlea pump station 
(Pump 10) have been delivered to Eckfords. The rebuild of the pump and its reinstallation can now be 
completed. We have ordered lockable electrical isolator controls to prevent similar unsupervised 
operation if another station break-in occurs. 

All 10 town stations have also recently been inspected for general maintenance. The inspection has 
highlighted a number of maintenance items to be added to the 2015/16 work programme. 

Main Street Pump Station Upgrade 
Good progress is being made with the capacity upgrade and general refurbishment of this Blenheim 
pump station.  

The 60 year old existing pump was temporarily lifted out so measurements for the new 300mm 
(12 inch) pump, pump floor and beam supports could be made. Some adjustments were also made to 
the existing steel gravity outfall pipes to make room for the new pumps larger bell housing. Eckfords 
can now assemble the ‘new’ (fully reconditioned) pump and get it painted ready for lifting in once all 
the electrical upgrade design is complete. The new 12” pump will have over double the capacity of the 
existing 9” pump which by comparison looked tiny laying on the ground. 

Refurbishment of the existing pump house is underway including door entry improvements. Fencing of 
the new access right-of-way will happen as soon as the land agreement is finalised with the 
landowner. Electrical design has been commissioned. The pump will be powered by its own diesel 
generator which is considerably cheaper than upgrading the power supply and the additional lines 
costs. The existing mains power supply will be retained for lighting, electrical control and generator 
starting. 

Mechanical Weedcutter: River Queen MSA 122246 
A final weed cut of the lower Opawa River is planned for May. This will be a central channel cut to 
ensure good low flow capacity for the coming winter period. 

Riverlands Floodway Stopbank Upgrading 
Good progress is now being made on the next section of the upgrade immediately downstream of 
Cob Cottage Road. The design of the works is complete and agreement, in principle, has been 
reached for the work with the landowner.  

A formal entry agreement has now been sent. The upgrade works will be completed this autumn 
provided ground conditions stay generally dry and the entry agreement is signed. 
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Floodway Reserves 
Activity in the period included: 

· Straw bales placed in Roses Overflow area to enhance whitebait spawning habitat. 

· Further adjustments made to Matua Wines winery discharge sprinklers to limit burn of the 
young pine trees. 

· Met with Scout leader to progress plans for adventure structures at their camp site at the 
Waihopai bridge. 

· Re-seeding of Res 36 Upper Opawa, and fill hole area Res 112 Jeffries Road. 

· Repairs to fence at Res 127 to protect some riparian plantings. 

· Followed up firewood theft with Reserves Ranger. 

· Reserve at Foxes Island mown to assist with Forest GrapeRide parking. 

Picton, Sounds and Awatere 

Picton Maintenance 
The third round of tazzing (weed-eating, clearing of overhanging branches, weed spraying) and 
waterway management has been completed. 

Maintenance works consisting of light rock rip rap, concrete wall repairs, tree removal and weed raking 
has been completed in sections of Turner Street drain, Kent Street drain and Waimarama Street drain. 

Canterbury Street Upgrade Works 
Construction of new bank and bed erosion control works below the Canterbury Street bridge (entrance 
to Alexanders Holiday Park) are complete. The works were constructed to stabilise bed and bank 
erosion that was threatening the bridge foundations and the weir that protects the sewer crossing. 
They were funded from the Rivers minor capital works budget for Picton rivers. 

The works involved making a new rock ramp immediately downstream of the bridge, erosion 
protection works along both banks, extending the Canterbury Street stormwater outlet pipe and then 
repairing the concrete weir cover under the bridge. The job went well and was completed within the 
estimated budget.  The works raised quite a bit of interest with local residents who were very 
supportive once what we were doing was explained. 

Investigation and Miscellaneous 

Redwood Street and Town Branch Drain Stormwater Upgrade – 
hydraulic modelling and options costing 
The project, by Aurecon Group Consulting Engineers NZ Ltd is continuing to progress to schedule. 

The computer model verification is complete, and was accepted, following a workshop on 
25 February. Nine scenarios are being investigated following a workshop on 1 April 2015. 
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Caseys Creek Upgrade – Plan Change 64, 65 and 67: Additional 
Stormwater Volumes  
The final concept design and costings report was completed by Davidson Partners and delivered on 
31 March 2015. It has been accepted as meeting the requirements of the brief. Davidson Group has 
been retained to support the consultation process once this gets underway. 

Analysis, investigations and options costing of infiltration, retention and first flush basins (water quality) 
is also complete.  

Upgrade options were presented to the Stormwater Action Group (SAG) meeting on 17 March 2015. 
The outcome of which is two possible options for landowner consultation prior to the preparation of the 
necessary resource consent application. 

In parallel with development of the Resource Consent application documentation an ecological / 
environmental assessment / impact of / on the Creek will commence. 

Wilson Street, Havelock – stormwater capacity upgrade 
Negotiations with the landowner continue to see if an agreement for the work can finally be achieved.  

Tsunami Scenarios – evacuation zone mapping  
GNS were appointed at the end of December 2014 to generate the Tsunami Evacuation Zone Maps 
which will include the Sounds. Substantial completion of the maps (deliverable) is expected by the 
beginning of May 2015. Finances were sought from MCDEM Resilience Fund and Envirolink; both 
being un-successful for various reasons.  

Council has made the commitment to finance this project; it has to be noted that this phase doesn’t 
include publications, e.g. sign boards and wider community consultation. 

Monthly progress reports are being submitted which indicate that GNS are on target for the delivery 
date and are within budget. 

Wairau and Opawa Bridge Replacements 
Opus Consulting Engineers have been appointed by NZTA to commence the concept design options 
and costing in two (2) stages. 

Input is being provided with regards to relevant and appropriate data, e.g. hydrology, hydraulic models 
and information of our floodways requirements. 

An initial response was provided to Opus with regards to Council’s floodway requirements prior to their 
first stage submission to NZTA.  

Our initial comments are based on similar floodway requirements for the Waikanae River in the 
Greater Wellington Region, ie; Peka Peka Expressway and the subsequent Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) decision. 

Below is a summary of our initial floodway requirements which will be used as a basis for continued 
discussion: 

· Climate Change: to be incorporated in accordance with MfE Guidelines, eg; rainfall increase 
and sea level rise. 

· A key design issue for the Wairau Bridge is adequate debris clearance. In 1983 the Tuamarina 
stopbanks overtopped as soon as the flood choked on the Wairau River Bridge. Initial analysis 
indicates that the soffit of the bridge needs to be approximately 1.5m higher (9.4m MSL) and 
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the bridge span extended by 10%. The hydraulic modelling of the new design should initially 
ignore the railway bridge immediately downstream. The next stage should include the railway 
bridge to understand the existing constraints. 

· The key design criteria for the Opawa Bridge are: soffit level and the bridge span are to the 
same as the current bridge dimensions. 

· Design Flows: 

o Wairau River: the minimum expected Level of Service (LoS) is 6,000m3/s. This 
equates approximately to the current scheme design capacity plus climate change. 
We have also suggested a 6,500m3/s design flow scenario is modelled as part of a 
sensitivity analysis for a possible future LoS increase. 

o Opawa River: the minimum expected Level of Service (LoS) is 600m3/s; analysis to 
date show that the design flows allow for free board / debris clearance. 

· Access underneath the bridges: existing haul roads (contractor and river maintenance) needs 
to be maintained on south bank (true right bank) of the Wairau River. On the Opawa River the 
Top Ten Holiday Park (AA Camp site) requires continued permanent access on the south 
bank. 

· Geomorphology and river bank erosion: in relation to new pylons and abutments minimise the 
number of pylons so that it doesn’t become an un-necessary debris collector, pylons should be 
aligned with the ‘natural flow direction’; bank erosion / protection work analysis upstream and 
downstream of the bridges. 

· Public amenity and environmental enhancement opportunities. 

The discussions with Opus / NZTA and possible bridge replacement will inherently inform the review of 
the Wairau River scheme scheduled for 2019.  

Parts of this review could possibly be brought forward with regards to the Communities expected Level 
of Service and their expectations, e.g. upgrade / maintain the level of flood protection to 1:100 year 
event or above, taking into consideration the potential of Climate Change impact. 

Gravel Extraction 
· The annual gravel allocation year commences on 1 March each year. 

· Gravel extraction figures for the 12 month period up to 28 February 2015 is as follows: 

Wairau River  

Reach (Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road 
Bridge), where annual allocation has been reduced to 
121,500m3 for 2014/15. 

115,846m3 

(95.3% of annual allocation) 

Other rivers within in the district (incl. Sounds, Upper 
Wairau & Awatere) 67,611m3 

Total to date for the Marlborough District 183,457m3 

· The majority of Contractors have used their full allocation and supplemented supplies from 
other sites outside of this strict allocation reach of the Wairau River and/or from MDC stockpile 
sales.  
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· MDC stockpiles are now depleted and MDC will only have 2000m3 stockpiled for the 2015/16 
year. This gravel will only be available to those that do not have an allocation in the Wairau 
River for the ‘Waihopai confluence to the Ferry Bridge’ reach.  

· The allocation has been reduced from 245,000m3/yr in 2012/13, to 121,500m3/yr for 2014/15, 
and now 109,000m3/yr for 2015/16, as agreed in the 2012 gravel extraction review. 

 

Management of Gravel Stockpile and Processing Site 
Clean up of the Barnetts stockpile and processing site on the northbank of the Wairau River is now 
substantially complete. Following the exit of contractors from this site there was significant quantities 
of silt and gravel reject material, and some rubbish, left behind. The site was also a general eyesore. 
The clean-up has taken several years with the help of several contractors who were able to reprocess 
some of the reject material. 

The final stage will be the repair of the adjacent stopbank face, its resowing to grass and fencing off. 

The balance area can in future be used as a temporary stockpile area but with strict rules on tidy up 
and completion at job end.  

Quarries 

Pukaka 
Clean up of the Barnetts stockpile and processing site on the northbank of the Wairau River is now 
substantially complete. Following the exit of contractors from this site there was significant quantities 
of silt and gravel reject material, and some rubbish, left behind. The site was also a general eyesore. 
The clean-up has taken several years with the help of several contractors who were able to reprocess 
some of the reject material. 

The final stage will be the repair of the adjacent stopbank face, its resowing to grass and fencing off. 

The balance area can in future be used as a temporary stockpile area but with strict rules on tidy up 
and completion at job end.  
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Services and Operations 

Education Report 
(Information prepared by Annie McDonald, Education Officer) E340-001-001 

Enviroschools 
Aims: To successfully manage and facilitate all Enviroschools in the programme. This includes 

comprehensive staff training for new schools; support and professional development for 
schools taking on theme areas of the Enviroschools’ programme, assistance with schools who 
are taking on action projects and reflection on the programme including facilitation of 
Enviroschools’ reflections. There are 25 Enviroschools in Marlborough in the Enviroschools’ 
programme and the Marlborough Kindergarten Association. This equates to 80% of our 
schools. 

Outcomes: 
· Springlands Kindergarten Achieved the Bronze level of Enviroschools. 

· Blenheim School has joined the Enviroschools programme. 

· Six theme based workshops have been delivered to staff at Enviroschools. 

· An Enviroschools National Hui was held in the Top of the South hosted by Nelson, Tasman 
and Marlborough. As part of this three separate workshops were delivered sharing examples 
from the Marlborough region. 

· A planning meeting was held with DOC to look at strategic partnerships to deliver education 
programmes using our skill sets. 

· Planning has been completed on the Student Leadership Day which involves up to 
60 students to be delivered early in May. 

· Planning has been completed on a teacher workshop on Action Competence which will 
include a session on the Taylor River to help upskill teachers on water issues. 

· A data analysis meeting was attended in Wellington as part of the feedback from the 
Enviroschools national census held at the end of 2014. The Marlborough information will be 
available at the end of May and will be presented in the middle of the year. 

· Preparation is underway for a DOC /Enviroschools workshop on using resources effectively.  

General Schools Programmes 
Aims:  To encourage schools to reduce waste and conserve water use and provide opportunities for 

learning.  

· Twenty-five water talks were given to Renwick School. Each of the classes took part in looking 
at Marlborough’s water and ways to save water around school and home as part of our 
programme on water education. 

· The students and school also took steps to reduce its water by turning off the drinking 
fountains and are investigating water storage and reuse systems. 
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Kids’ Edible Gardens 
Aims:  To successfully manage and facilitate the Kids’ Edible Garden programme. This 

includes developing resources to support the programme, training and professional 
development for teachers and facilitators. 

There are currently 20 Kids’ Edible Garden schools in Marlborough. 

Outcomes: 
· Two  facilitators have been trained and taken up roles in existing schools. 

· A facilitator workshop was held at the Backyard Garden at Pollard Park with support from our 
garden staff to share ways they manage the edible garden. 

· The workshop included information making the most of both EM Bokashi and/or  Worm Farm 
systems which are run in most schools. 

· New resources have been developed to support teachers to manage the Open Orchards in 
schools. 

· New teacher resources have been developed to support class programmes. 

Sustainable Living 
Aims:  To link the Sustainable Living single topics to the Enviroschools’ theme areas. This allows for 

schools to offer single topic seminars to their school community on topics that students are 
studying from the Enviroschools’ theme areas which include waste, water, living landscapes, 
ecological buildings and energy. 

Outcomes: 
· The Hungry Bin Worm Farm trial has been completed. Two kindergartens, one school and 

two families from Enviroschools took part in the trial which ran for six months. Participants 
were asked for feedback every two months and a short report at the end of the trial time 
frame. Feedback has shown that these bins have not been as effective as the participants 
had hoped and most would not invest in this type of system if they had to buy it themselves.  

· All of the participants will carry on with composting their organic waste with a number of 
options being used. Two will return to using the EM Bokashi system they were previously 
using as well as persevering with The Hungry Bin for some food waste. Two will return to 
using their previous worm farms as well as continuing on with the Hungry Bin System and 
one will use their general composting system. 

· The Hungry Bin system was most effective in Kindergartens and they will continue to use The 
Hungry Bin alongside their other worm farms and hope it will become more effective with 
time. 

Kerbside Collection Team 
(Information prepared by Alec McNeil) C315-13-13-01 

1. The following item was received from the ambulance service in recognition of one of the Metallic 
Sweeping (1998) Limited kerbside collection crews who assisted a Blenheim resident  in need 
of medical attention. 

From: Sonia Hammond [mailto:SoniaHa@stjohn.org.nz]  
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2015 4:33 p.m. 
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To: Alec McNeil-7551 
Cc: paul@wasteminz.org.nz 
Subject: Staff going beyond the call of duty 

Good afternoon 
 
My name is Sonia Hammond. I am an Intensive Care Paramedic working from the Blenheim 
Ambulance Station. 
 
Today, Thursday, March 26, we attended to an incident in Glover Crescent, Blenheim, where 
two of your staff were in attendance with a patient requiring our assistance. 
 
One staff member was on the main road directing us down Glover Crescent, while the other 
staff member was at the end of the patients driveway directing us to the patient. They had 
contacted the patient’s son, and stayed with the patient reassuring him and chatting to him until 
we arrived. 
 
They stayed with us, and helped us lift the patient onto our stretcher. Nothing was too much to 
ask of them, and they left to continue their run once we had our patient safely in the back of 
the Ambulance. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the actions of these young men. Too many people look the other 
way and do not want to get involved. These men got involved, making our job easier finding the 
patient, and helping as asked. The patient and his son were very impressed that they hung 
around to help out.  
 
I believe the son is also going to acknowledge a job well done, through a phone call to their 
Manager. 
 
Staff members involved were:  Tiria Neill, and David Michie. 
 
Please pass this email on to them, and give them my personal thanks. We need more people 
like them out in the community caring for our elderly. 
 
If this email has been sent to the wrong person, please let me know. I would really like Tiria and 
David to know that what they did today was heart-warming and a huge help to us in the 
Ambulance Service. 
 
Kind regards. 
 
 
Sonia Hammond 
Intensive Care Paramedic 
Blenheim Station 
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Emergency Management Activity Report 
(Information prepared by John Foley/Gary Spence) E200-001-003-04, E200-002-006-03 

Rural Fire 
With all the fire debriefs completed the lifting of the total fire ban, along with some cooler weather, the 
end of the fire season is now in site. 

The focus will now shift from response to getting back amongst our communities to spread the “Fire 
Smart” message. Additional areas will be to deal with any issues identified during the debriefs as well 
as ramping up our training schedule for crew members. 

On 11/12 April we are holding the two day crew leader course which is the lead on from the fire 
behaviour course, which are all prerequisites to becoming a qualified crew leader. 

Other courses coming up are the drive emergency vehicles under lights and sirens as well as the drive 
4x4 vehicles off road. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs Hon. Peter Dunne took time out of his busy 
schedule to visit the Marlborough Emergency Operation Centre to express his 
gratitude to all who had been involved in the fires over the current fire season. 

Mr Danny Smith, Board Chair of the Marlborough Kaikoura Rural Fire Authority 
welcomed the Minister and gave an overview of how the enlarged rural fire 
district operated at the board level, leaving Mac (PRFO) to provide the 
operational overview. A quick brief was provided from various people who were 
involved with the response to the Onamalutu fire. 

The Minister gave an outline of what work was being carried out in his department with most interest 
being in the fire services review which will be release later this year. 

Attendees were made up of Council, rural fire, NZ fire service, DOC, Civil Defence. 

Total Fire Ban Lifted  
As of 9 April 8.00 am the MDC Zone including Kaikoura has now lifted the total fire ban, reverting back 
to a restricted fire season.  

All fires in the open now require a permit except for enclosed incinerators, pizza ovens, braziers and 
gas / solid fuel barbecues these may be used without a permit but someone must remain in 
attendance at all times. 

Resource Allocation Tool 
The Rural Fire Authority has been working with Navigatus Consulting which has undertaken a project 
on behalf of the National Rural Fire Authority in developing a resource allocation tool which will enable 
fire authorities to access where firefighting resources are placed, what it means in terms of response 
and fire suppression.  

It is planned to run a pilot trial workshop once completed to assess the worthiness of the tool, like all 
tools they are a support mechanism and don’t always provide the right answer as there are always 
variables to deal with.  
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New 4X4 Appliance Arrives 

With Funding from Council and the 
National Rural Fire Authority we 
have been able to purchase a 
brand new Isuzu purpose built 4x4 
designed specifically for the rural 
environment. 

This truck has now been delivered 
to the Rarangi Rural Fire Force 
replacing an aging ex fire service 
appliance. 

The Rarangi crew also received a 
late model Isuzu 6500ltr water 
tanker two years ago. The arrival 
of the new 4x4 now provides the 
best of both worlds, bulk water 
along with 4x4 capabilities. 

We currently have five medium 4x4 trucks located within the enlarged rural fire district, four of which 
are in Marlborough. These trucks have proved their worth time and time again, especially this summer. 

Civil Defence 
A recent nationwide Capability Assessment survey carried out by the Ministry of Civil Defence 
Emergency Management involved extensive inquiry into how prepared we are for an emergency 
event.  

Various Council groups and Emergency Service agencies were asked to complete a self-assessment 
survey then were interviewed by the Ministry, who then produced an overall result. In the last survey 
carried out in 2010 we scored 62.2 out of 100.  In the recent one we scored 80.2.  

The score was derived from the strong and stable staff structure within Council as well as the close 
relationships held with Emergency Services and essential support agencies. 

An area we were asked to review was around Welfare Planning, other than that work will continue to 
maintain this great result. 

Work continues maintaining the established Sector Posts in the district along with planning and 
resourses needed in the event of an emergency. 

Other work ongoing this year would be : 

- Tsunami Inundation Model 

- Emergency Response Team Training 

- Marlborough Local Welfare Committee Meeting 

- Establishing long term storage for response assets and equipment 

- Assisting with a Mass Rescue plan for the Marlborough Sounds 

- Emergency evacuation planning for the Rainbow Ski Field 

- Training for Council staff and Incident Management Team 

- Public education and community reliance planning 

- Working with organisations on Business Continuity plans 
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Neighbourhood  Support 

 

The numbers of coordinators for Marlborough so far stands at 63. The 
two Coordinators in Seddon, Linda Marshall and Heather Turnbull have 
now established a further 17 sub-coordinators. The first of this year’s 

newsletters is about to be distributed. 
Along with this year’s “Eye On 
Communities” booklet. 

Following on from the Street Project work 
carried out in Picton recently, interest has 
now come from some areas to 
re-establish old groups. Also residents in 
Moetapu Bay Road have expressed an 
interest.  

Given the growth and interest in 
Neighbourhood Support, assistance in the future may be required to 
help this group in day to day administration work. 

 
Emergency Response Team 

The training schedule has been outlined for 2015. Involving: 

- Mobile Response Centre Set up. 

- Working with Rural Fire crews and equipment familiarisation 

- 4wd Training 

- Casualty recovery 

- Exercises with Woodbourne Defence Force and Red Cross. 

- GPS navigation. 

Along with this there are extra opportunities for CD and Rural Fire courses. 
The Team also assisted with response to the Onamalutu fire. 

Sector Emergency CD Teams 
Contact with the Sectors is consistent with “Updates” going out 
bi-monthly keeping them informed of what is happening in the 
various areas.  

Visiting each area will take place early this year to reconnect with 
the teams and replenish their field boxes.  
Sectors have now been stocked with the temporary Registration 
Form pending the new guidelines release from the Ministry later this 
year. 
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IMT Training  
The schedule has been established for this group with an emphasis on desktop scenarios and 
practical exercises along with introducing EMIS as an initial resource. Some training involves 
operating out of other remote sites. 

EMIS 
Michelle Phillips from Nelson has sent through training dates that start on 11 February. Training will 
involve using EMIS as an upfront initial resource. 

Welfare 
Three meetings are planned this year for the Marlborough Local Welfare Committee. 

As a result of the Monitoring and Evaluation study undertaken by the Ministry we are actively seeking 
a Group Welfare Manager. 
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Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report 
(Information prepared by Rosie Bartlett, Dale Ashworth, Robert Hutchinson, Robin Dunn, 
Nic Crous, Mark Witehira, Robyn Blackburn, Murray Morgan, Brad Molony)  R510-009-000-01 

Blenheim Parks and Reserves 

Pollard Park 
One of the 100 year old weeping willows, growing over 
the Camellias Gardens has been removed. The trees 
deteriorating condition made it unsafe to Park users. 
Weight and end tip reduction work has been undertaken 
on other stream side willows to extend their lives. It is 
highly likely more of the mature willows will need 
removal within the year. Succession planting has been 
undertaken along the banks which has lessened the 
impact of removal. 

Many of the Park mature specimen trees are around 
100 years of age and require increased maintenance 
due to their age. Planning has begun to undertake 
succession planting for the short term as some of these 
mature trees will need to be removed. 

Pruning on the Golf Course is continuing. The fairway 
trees are being lifted to allow access for the Greens 
Keeper and for golfers to play the ball more easily. 

The compost pile has been screened ready for the 
planting season next month. Compost is dug in to all of 
the annual bends yearly. The compost is built out of park 
green waste. 

The Parks team has a vacancy, looking for a keen 
person who loves gardening to join the team. Adverts 
have been placed in local papers and online, hoping by 
month’s end the vacancy will be filled. 

Staff are working on designs for directional signage from 
Nelson Street to the Park. This was identified in the Pollard Park Management Plan. 

Seymour Square 
The annuals have been removed from the large oval 
flower gardens adjacent to the Clock Tower and the Field 
Of Remembrance (FOR) crosses have been placed in 
the gardens in preparation for ANZAC Day.  

There is a sign in each garden to explain the meaning of 
the FOR. 

To ensure all looks good for ANZAC Day there is extra 
maintenance in the gardens and park to keep it looking 
good for all the 100 year events going on in the Square. 
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Burleigh Park 
Unfortunately staff and Police have been unable to find the slide stolen from Burleigh Park. A positive 
note is the mould for the slide was still in the NORSKI’s yard and work has begun moulding a new 
slide. 

Horton Park 
The stump from the felled plane tree has now been removed, the netball surface and grass area are 
being repaired. 
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Athletic Park 
Draining works and resurfacing of the cycle track have now been completed. This was a cost share 
project with Council and Marlborough Cycling.  

Wither Hills Farm Park 

New Car Park – Taylor Pass Entrance 
As the drought continues, many trees and shrubs throughout the Farm Park have died or are stressed 
and significant tidy up is required to remove potential fuel for a fire.  

Events 
The Winter Duathlon Series will again be hosted by Mark Grammer at Rifle Range carpark. 

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage 
Selective trail upgrade work and gravelling is planned in autumn and winter months. 

Weed Control 
Further weed control is planned in the Mountain Bike Park to control gorse and aid the establishment 
of oaks and other tree species. 
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Two Yearly Outdoor Structure Inspections 
An inspection, report and recommendations of the 83 Reserve Structures will take place by OPUS in 
July. 

Renwick Reserves 

Renwick Domain 
Further planning meetings has been held with the NZ Scout Jamboree organising committee in 
preparation for the event in 2016. 

Lions Reserve 
Vandalism and refuse dumping at this reserve has fortunately been minimal this summer. 

Kowhai Reserve 
Following the playground surfacing replacement during hot summer months, the replacement of grass 
(surrounding the playground) will now be scheduled as the weather cools and rain arrives. 

Rousehill Reserve 
The replacement of the bark mulch under the playground module is still due to be done by Downers. 

Awatere and Flaxbourne Reserves 

Awatere 
The Seddon Sports Pavilion has had a spring clean and is ready for use by the Awatere Rugby Club. 

Picton Reserves 

Endeavour Park 
Re-sanding of the drainage slits has been completed; this work was required due to the enlargement 
of the cracks following the dry weather this summer. 

Endeavour Park Pavilion  
The pavilion has had another busy month with the start of the rugby and football season. We have 
been getting great comments on the state of the fields and visiting teams are very complimentary 
(perhaps a little jealous too!) about our facilities. 

The annual Support a Sport day was lots of fun for the kids, though the evening was not as successful 
as last years. However, the clubs are still keen to be involved and pay for membership to the pavilion. 

We are welcoming yet another activity to the pavilion this month – indoor bowls on a Wednesday 
evening. This used to be an extremely strong club in Picton and we hope to be able to assist them in 
becoming that way again. 

We are looking forward to the international Quilters Exhibition coming up this month, which will bring 
many people from all over New Zealand to the pavilion. 

Queen Charlotte Lookout 
Contractors have been busy doing weed species removal on the slope below the Lookout – a very 
difficult and time-consuming task. 
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Picton Foreshore  
The project to upgrade the foreshore lighting is moving ahead – the appointed project manager has 
been instructed to obtain firm prices for the installation of the chosen lighting product. With the actual 
project costs being obtained, it is estimated that the final overall cost will be approximately $240,000, 
as opposed to the initial estimate (and requested amount) of $200,000. An agenda item to request 
approval for this has been included in the agenda. As the funding for the project has been split over 
two budget years, it is proposed that work on the project is started in June (as opposed to May), 
thereby accruing funds to be carried-over into the 2015/2016 budget year rather than requesting 
2015/2016 budgeted funds in advance. 

Shelley Beach 
Access to the beach (as well as parking) is somewhat restricted while the demolition of the old toilet 
facility and construction of a new facility is taking place. 

High Street 
Summer annual plantings have been left in place for Easter and will now be removed. The plant beds 
will lie fallow for a few weeks to allow improvement of the soil structure and young bedding plants to 
become strong enough to plant-out. 

Victoria Domain 
The 200 hectare Domain is a high use Recreation Reserve and visitor attraction with significant 
amenity and ecological value. However, many invasive weed species are present within the Domain 
and on-going control is required to prevent fast growing climbers and tenacious weed species 
smothering and replacing the native flora.  

Sycamore has more recently been identified as being another serious threat to the Domain and a 
specific control programme for this weed is required before it gets further advanced. 

A report has been prepared by R&D Environmental Ltd and identifies the location of seed source 
plants, the spread and land tenure. Control work is proposed by Council and Port Marlborough, with a 
Community Conservation Fund application recently lodged for additional funding. A four year control 
programme for sycamore control has been estimated at costing $80,000, with half being sought 
through grant funding. Increased funding is proposed over the next five years for weed control work 
within the Domain.  
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Northern Marlborough/Sounds 

Havelock Domain  
Work has begun on installing two light towers and six lights to allow for night time training for the 
Pelorus Rugby club. 

Public Conveniences 

Queen Street 
Liz Davidson Place public conveniences continue to be the most heavily-used facility in the CBD – 
unfortunately graffiti and vandalism are still prevalent in the units. The facility generates the greatest 
amount of negative feedback as it isn’t attended by a full-time service person. 

Picton High Street 
The older of the two High Street exeloo units continues to be graffiti’d fairly regularly. 

London Quay Exeloo 
Long queues have formed outside this facility over the holiday period, despite signage indicating that 
more toilets are available at the museum. The popularity of the location calls-for at least another two 
toilets to be provided. Ease of parking encourages buses to use this facility for its passengers. 

Shelley Beach 
The construction of the planned new facility is now underway. 

Wither Hills Farm Park Car Park -Taylor Pass Entrance  
The heavy use of this facility over the summer has (thankfully) not brought increased vandalism or 
graffiti. The users at this location evidently value this unit and treat it with some care. 

Sheps Park (Severne Street) 
A building consent for this facility is still pending as a ground bearing report is required and further 
information has been requested in respect of site levels and drainage. 

Havelock  
The Main Street was particularly heavily used during the recent Mussel festival and the GrapeRide. 

Seddon 
The Reserves section arranged for barrier-free NZ to visit Marlborough in order to assess the viability 
of an adult-sized changing table in public conveniences and at the swimming pool in Seddon. 
Blenheim school already has a table for the person concerned and it was determined that the 
disabled-accessible unit at the pool is too small for the installation of a table; barrier-free have 
recommended the female changing shed as a preferred location. BF has also recommended that a 
table of this type is NOT installed in a public toilet. 
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Cemeteries 

Fairhall 
Marlborough’s first Natural Burial took place during March and the family of the deceased expressed 
their gratitude that MDC was able to provide this option in Fairhall cemetery. Development of the 
Natural Burial area continues but Natural Burials not-for-profit organisation has approved the site as a 
certified cemetery. Cloudy Bay funeral services became the first funeral directors to deal with a burial 
of this kind. 

Awatere 
All earthquake-related claims work has now been completed at this cemetery. 

Picton 
The memorial wall erected in the new cemetery area has been a success and already has a number 
of memorial plaques attached. 

Swimming Pools 

Picton Pool 
The Picton Pool experienced a very busy summer and is now closed for the season. 

Seddon Pool 
The Seddon Pool is closed for the season and will re-open in late November 2015. 

General 

Notable Trees  
Assessment work continues on existing listed trees to update measurement data and ensure trees are 
worthy of retaining protection status. 

Rangers’ Report 
(Information prepared by Murray Morgan/Kevin Hawkins) R510-006-02, R510-005-04 

Graffiti 
Reported graffiti hits is once again quite low at the moment. Apart from the usual etchings around our 
public conveniences and seats there is nothing to remark on. 

Freedom Camping  
Freedom Camping numbers have dropped off in the last few weeks. Patrols are still being carried out 
with less frequency. No problems have arisen or been reported. 
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General  
The number of illegal dumpings is about average for the month with an increase in greewnwaste 
dumping being noted. 

Overall the amount of persons using our river reserves for swimming or other forms of recreation and 
urban reserves has dropped off. It was noted that there were huge numbers of persons using our 
reserve areas during the summer period, probably a result of the long spell of fine weather and 
increase in numbers of persons travelling. There were some instances of damage to gates, fences etc 
but far less than previous seasons. 

Road Safety Coordinator Update 
(Information prepared by Robyn Blackburn) R800-005-03 

General 
Letters to all Marlborough’s primary schools have gone out with a copy of the latest school travel 
survey results, ‘How to walk the walk – Marlborough’s guide to crossing the streets with Constable 
Sue’ brochure, and ‘Stopping and parking near a school’ flyer. Congestion around the school gate 
continues to be an issue for many schools. 

SADD (Students Against Dangerous Driving) representatives from MGC and MBC met their Regional 
SADD advisor Victoria Stirling at Council on 3 March 2015, and were encouraged to develop activities 
in their schools in 2015. QCC representatives were unavailable to attend. 

A CarFit event for older drivers is programmed for the EMOC carpark on 24 April 2015. 
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Safety of Motorcycles 

 

A newspaper article is planned for May in 
conjunction with Police programmes to address 
issues with winter driving and riding. 

The Marlborough Motorcycle Road Safety Group 
(MMRSG) has again highlighted the risk that 
service cover lids in road riding or turning lines 
pose to motorcyclists. In the Motorcycle Safety 
Advisory Council paper ‘Making roads motorcycle 
friendly’ the following is recommended: 

 

Service covers 
Metal service covers for telecommunications 
cables, manholes and service valves can present 
a very slippery surface to a motorcycle or scooter. 
The problem is often compounded by the cover 
sitting either above or below the road surface, or 
at the apex of a corner. Wherever practical, such 
access points should be located off the road. 
Where they need to be located on the road, 
covers with rough-textured surfaces or skid 
resistant coatings should be used. Ensure the 
covers are kept flush with the road surface to 
avoid unexpected bumps that could lead to a loss 
of traction.  

 

 

Three resin coated lids are in place in 
Marlborough and wearing well. 
A service cover lid in Budge Street, on the 
corner with Grove Road, has caused a rider 
to fall off his bike after losing traction while 
attempting to join the flow of traffic north. A 
record is being made of any service cover 
lids that are causing an issue for 
motorcyclists. 

Alcohol/Drug Impaired Driving 
Safe and Sound @ The Top meetings to address issues relating to alcohol harm by creating a plan of 
action in Marlborough, will guide drink driving road safety initiatives in the future. 
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Safety of Young Drivers 
A Learner’s driving workshop is planned for 13 and 14 April with 20 students currently registered. An 
MOU is being developed between the agencies to formalise eligibility for workshops particularly now 
that there is more buy-in and interest from other community organisations and groups. 

The Rotary Young Driver Awareness programme was successfully held at the Race Course on 17 and 
18 March involving Year 12 students from MGC and MBC. Fortunately this year the weather stayed 
fine. 

 

 

Rural Road Loss of Control & Head On 
Classic Fighters Tabloid advertising involved promotion of the ‘safe driving 
on rural roads’ message. 

Radio advertising through the Cricket World Cup focused on ‘keeping left’. 

Rural road loss of control and head-on crashes has been identified by The 
Transport Agency as an issue for Marlborough road safety partners to 
focus on. 

 

BikeWalk Marlborough 
(Information prepared by Robin Dunn) C230-001-B03 

In conjunction with Marlborough Roads, an Urban Cycle Fund application was lodged to NZTA for 
funding assistance towards the Taylor River Shared Path and Eltham/Beaver Road Cycle Lanes. A 
separate application was also lodged by NZTA for the Spring Creek Shared Path from Grovetown, and 
feedback is accepted by the end of April. 
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Additional Blenheim/Renwick and Central Wairau Bike Walk brochures have been printed and 
distributed to iSITES and the library. 

Access & Mobility Forum 
(Information prepared by Rosie Bartlett) D050-001-A02 

Attached are the latest minutes. 

Record No. 1545984 
File Ref: D050-001-A02 

Notes of the Access and Mobility Forum held in the 
Committee Room, Marlborough District Council on 

Monday 9 March 2015 at 2.30 pm 

Chairperson 
Clr Jenny Andrews. 

Representatives Present 
Rosie Bartlett (MDC).  

Russell Hopkins (Grey Power), Ricky Shadbolt (Age Concern), Lorraine Duthie (Idea Services Ltd), 
Ereatara Kokiri (PDA), Jean Wilson (Volunteer Community Co-ordinator), Steve Murrin (Marlborough 
Roads), Kathryn Donelly (Age Concern) Deanne Rooney (Support Works) Lyn Nicholls (Support 
Works); Lyn McKay, Cathy MacNee (Stroke Foundation);Nigel Perry (Road Safety & Picton Senior 
Citizens), Bill East (MDC Building Control Group Leader) and Jane Robinson and Barbara Evans 
(Blenheim Library) 

In Attendance 
Beate Gregory (Secretary MDC). 

Apologies 
Maurice Brown (DOC), Paula Cohen (CCS Disability Action Group), Robyn Blackburn (MDC Road 
Safety Co-ordinator), Ken Ham, Christine Lochead, (Foundation of the Blind), Dave Clode and Lynette 
Mortlock.  

Jenny welcomed everyone to the meeting and all present introduced themselves.  

Matters Arising from Minutes of Meeting – (8 December 2014) 
Rosie reported that the Bocce fields at Pollard Park have been upgraded and all wood works have 
been redone. Upkeep of the lime stone is normally the responsibility of the Special Olympics 
Organisation but Council is happy to help out in this instance.  

Nelson Street Public Toilet – Ken Ham noted at the last meeting that there were no hand drying 
facilities in this particular toilet. Rosie advised a hand dryer will be installed shortly. Thank you to Ken 
for bringing this issue to our attention. 

Jenny noted the importance of keeping the lines of communication open. She reminded all to get in 
touch with Council or Marlborough Roads if there are any issues.  
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Guest Speaker – Jane Robinson & Barbara Evans (Blenheim Library)  
Jane and Barbara demonstrated to the Forum how to maximise the use of available on line library 
services from home. The link is www.marlboroughlibraries.govt.nz . 

Jane explained members of the library can access the following services: 

· Library catalogue - searches can be done on titles, keywords etc. 

· The cost of placing a book on hold is $1.00. 

· Home delivery to customers unable to get to the Library due to a disability, and 

· Access to reputable online resources such as community databases, newspapers (national and 
international) etc. 

Barbara explained how to access E books: 

· The application to download books is called Overdrive and the website is called South Island 
Downloadable Zone. 

· It is easy to download the application onto an IPad or tablet. PCs and laptops require Adobe 
Digital before Overdrive can be downloaded. 

· Blenheim Library buys E Books as a consortium with other libraries in the South Island. 

· No charges for borrowing E books.  

· E books can be borrowed for 7, 14 or 21 days. At the end of the chosen time the book will 
disappear from the device, as such there are no overdue fees. 

· There are courses at the Library on how to access E books; and 

· Window based computer courses are also available now. 

Jenny, on behalf of the Group, thanked Jane and Barbara for their most informative presentation. 

Marlborough Roads Update (Steve Murrin) 
Update from last meeting; 

· The pram crossing in Francis Street has been ground down. 

· Damaged pedestrian refuge in Redwood Street at Horton Park has been repaired. 

· Fire Station carpark, bin and bollard have been relocated, footpath repaired. 

· Footpath repairs have been carried out on Eltham Road between Maxwell and Dillon Street, and 
Weld Street between Wither Road and the school. 

Projects underway; 

· The footpath reseal programme is starting next week. 

· Picton CBD Upgrade to start in May and be completed by Labour Weekend. 

· Lights are being installed in Fourth Lane and the walkway between Parker Street and 
Nelson Street. 

Requests taken from the Group 

· Raised footpath slabs east side of Howick Road between Cleghorn Street and Hospital Road. 
Also Weld Street between Hospital and Wither Road. 

· Request for a new footpath on Wither Road west of Taylor Pass down to Recycle Centre. 

· Rough footpath on the corner of Stephenson and Scott Street. 

· Ramp on pedestrian crossing at Waikawa Road Dairy is too steep. 

· Footpath on Wither Road between Blairich View and Cashmere Grove has excessive crossfall. 
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Jean noted that residents from Seddon have approached her for a footpath for children walking to 
school. Steve advised a footpath has been planned for that area.  

Nigel mentioned that the next Older Drivers’ programme is scheduled for 26 March 2015. 

Nigel undertook a survey at the Weld Street, Cleghorn Street, and Redwoodtown Business Centre 
corner. The 20 minute survey was held on whether people were wearing seatbelts and crossing the 
stop line.  

The results were; 

· Out of 123 drivers coming through 8 did not wear seat belts. 

· Of 45 drivers passing over the stop line, 9 stopped because of traffic flow, 18 stopped correctly 
and 18 did not stop.  

MDC Building Control – Bill East 
Bill advised that a new contract law came in on 1 January 2015. Any contract entered into with a 
contractor for more than $30,000 has a new set of rules that need to be adhered to.  

As of 1 April 2015 the public will be able to apply for a building consent on line.  

Jean requested an update on the rebuilding of the Stadium. Bill believed that it was underway. 

Jenny asked the group, bearing in mind the new theatre and the possibility for a new library, to start 
thinking what facilities the Group requires and how to best present their requests. 

Bill advised that all new buildings must comply with the building code. Any requests over and above 
that should be lobbied for by the Forum in the early stages of the build.  

Rosie said that she is hoping to have a representative from Barrier Free at the next meeting.  

Kathryn asked when the grand stand at the AMP Stadium is coming down to which Rosie replied that 
the grand stand is registered with the Historic Trust who is not keen for the stand to come down. The 
AMP Association and Council are asking for the stand to come down but it could be a long drawn out 
process. If a new grand stand will be built it will be in a different location in the Park.  

Road Safety Update – Rosie Bartlett (MDC) or Robyn Blackburn 
Rosie explained that the Marlborough Roads Safety Community Group came to Council Annual Plan 
submissions last year and asked for the formation of a policy around ‘accessibility’. The purpose of the 
policy is that ‘Marlborough’s streets and footpaths are accessible as possible for all users’.  

In the process of formulating the policy Russell and Robyn conducted a survey which established what 
mobility scooter operators within Marlborough found as the main issues. The major issues hindering 
scooters were identified as; 

· Uneven foot path surface 

· Steep kerb crossings 

· Obstacles such as business signs, tables, rubbish bins etc. 

· Narrow paths 

Rosie indicated that Frank Porter has accepted the draft policy which will be presented to the Asset 
and Services Committee and then to full Council.  

Rosie and Robyn spent an hour with the receptionist at Marlborough Roads where they were shown a 
system called Customer Relationship Management System (CRMS). Each contact such as calls, 
emails and walk ins. are recorded in the system. The contact is then assigned to a staff member of 
Marlborough Roads depending on the query. The staff member then has to feed back into the system 
the outcome of the issue. 

Of interest to note is that not many footpath issues have been reported to Marlborough Roads. 
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Russell is working on an accessibility map pointing out the best routes around town for people on 
mobility scooters or wheelchairs.  

Jenny mentioned that she has been approached by several people with requests to tar seal an area 
from the road to the barrier at Oliver Park, opposite Redwoodtown School. Steve mentioned this would 
be an expensive exercise considering there is a footpath across the road. 

Russell asked Steve, now that the survey has been completed and with the information Marlborough 
Roads is receiving on footpaths accessibility, will footpath repairs and new footpaths be prioritised?  
Steve explained footpath repairs were held back due to the high speed broadband roll out, but are 
starting again now.  

Russell also queried whether the above information will be reported as a separate item to the Asset 
and Services Committee to which Steven replied that this could be achieved.  

Jenny acknowledged Marygold Millers passing away.  

The forum discussed whether the words ‘Pause or Stop” should be painted on to refuge crossings to 
alert people to check for traffic. 

Reserves Update – Rosie Bartlett (MDC) 

Rosie mentioned: 
· There is a lot of work going on around town and the district to commemorate the 100 year 

Anzac Memorial celebrations. The 100 year/100 day memorial celebrations in Seymour Square 
are attracting around 30 to 40 people every evening.  

· Mark Witehira the Reserves Section new Planner is involved in the netball feasibility study and 
is looking at options to move netball from Horton to Lansdowne Park. No decisions have been 
made as yet. 

· Due to the dry conditions trees in the Parks are suffering with several having died.  

Natural Burials Area Fairhall – Nic Crouse (MDC Reserves and Amenities 
Officer) 
Nic explained that this District Council is one of a few councils around the country who have created a 
natural burial section, certified by the not-for-profit organisation Natural Burials Association 

Nic noted that there are certain rules which apply including the requirement that there is no 
embalming, and the coffin and any burial garments are of natural materials. 

Plots cannot be reserved but may be purchased through the Council when required. An option to 
purchase a second adjacent plot is then available. The shallow plots are slightly larger than the regular 
plots and a choice of shrub or tree is included. A timber marker is also supplied but no other 
memorials are allowed and non-natural items cannot be buried with the body. Every internment will be 
GPS’d so further generations have an idea where the plot is located. 

Disable Change Room Table Request 
Nic has been working on a proposal for a Disable Change Table within the CBD and Seddon 
Swimming Pool. 

Nic made contact with called Barrier Free NZ. A representative from Barrier Free (Jason Strawbridge) 
came to Blenheim and Nic took him around the CBD and the Seddon Swimming pool. In the process it 
was learned that there is such a table at the Seddon School which is fixed to the wall, and one at the 
Aquatic Centre Stadium 2000 which is a portable table.  

Jason, who is from Wellington, noted that the whole of the Wellington CBD does not have a changing 
table in an open public environment. He further noted that he has never received a request to have a 
changing table in an open environment.  
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One of the cubicles at the public amenity at the Liz Davidson place could possible work, but Jason 
posed the question on how to control vandalism and graffiti. The amenity would need to be locked up 
and people requiring access would need access to keys to unlock the equipment. All this would be 
rather cumbersome.  

One suggestion was to build a dedicated room during the redevelopment of the public toilets in 
Seymour Square, however that location is too far away from the CBD. 

Another option is to build a dedicated room in the new Library development. This room could be 
accessed internally during the day and after hours externally, via a key card. 

The disabled toilet at the Seddon swimming pool is not big enough to include a changing table. Whilst 
the ladies changing room has enough room it does not provide for the future when a male could 
require these facilities. There is no solution for Seddon as yet.  

The forum discussed these issues at lengths and suggested the following; 

· Nic to speak with the pool manager at the stadium to see if the disabled change table, that is 
available, can be promoted for public use, 

· Submission to the Annual Plan for a unisex disable change room table facility at the new library 

General Business 
Kathryn has a client who has to come into town on a mobility scooter but can walk around town fairly 
well. He wanted to know is there a scooter park in town and if not, is there a possibility to have an area 
set aside for scooter parking?  Jenny said she has mentioned that, if and, when the new library is built 
to include parking for mobility scooters. General feedback from the forum was that mobility scooter 
users’ normally park in front of the shop they are going to. 

Russell suggested to include suitable scooter parking areas, such as Davidson Park, in the planned 
accessibility map. 

Jenny discussed with Rosie the possibility of inviting Jason from Barrier Free to the next meeting. The 
forum thought this was a good idea.  

Jean spoke about a booklet published by the Older Persons Forum called ‘Get Connected’. The 
booklet lists social activities and clubs in Blenheim for people 65 years and over.  

Closure 
The meeting closed at 4.50 pm. 

Next Meetings 
Monday, 25 May 2015 at 2.30 pm 

Actions from Meeting 

No. Action Person 
Responsible 

1.  Submission to the Annual Plan for a unisex disable change room table 
facility at the new library 

Deanne 

2.  Speak with pool manager re access to disabled changing table  Nic 

3.  Request for repair of footpaths etc. Steve  
 

 

Record No: 1583308 
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Marlborough Roads 

Local Road Asset Management Report – February 2015 

(Information prepared by Frank Porter)	R800-007-02

General

This report covers activities up to the end of February 2015.

Early in February Marlborough and its contract suppliers were involved with the major fire in the Onamalutu and SH 6 area. 



Northbank Road was closed for much of the day subsequently requiring the replacement of two plastic-pipe culverts.

Whilst the fire risk remained extreme, the weather was otherwise ideal for construction and renewal activities across the network with 90% of local roads and SH reseals completed and 45% of the pavement rehabilitation work completed. Priority is being given to completion of renewals on the GrapeRide circuit.

Despite the dry weather, the unsealed network has performed well. Some response to complaints were required on the Avondale and Avon Valley Roads and also the French Pass Road. Port Underwood and Northbank Road areas where Marlborough Roads has invested in the “GravelLock” product have performed reasonably well, particularly so on Northbank Road. Some changes to the application of the material are proposed.

Some higher levels of CBD maintenance were required in Picton during times of cruise ship visits. Marlbrough Roads is reviewing whether the current levels of service require amendment. 

Financial Commentary

Council’s combined expenditure on Maintenance and Renewals continues to sit close to allocated budgets with an expectation that expenditure will match allocation projected out to the end of the financial year. Maintenance expenditure is running slightly ahead of budget with renewals expenditure picking up in line with the high level of late summer activity. 

Reseal costs offer some financial relief this year through negative escalations with the bitumen prices.  The bitumen component will counter inflation effects in other areas of renewals work. 

The attached graphs compare expenditure against forecasts up to the end of March.





Monthly Activities

Network Outcomes Contract

The Network Outcomes Contract continues to operate successfully. The February Operational Performance Measures (OPM) audit and a joint inspection with the auditors and Marlborough Roads’ Maintenance Contract Manager confirms the audit process is robust providing a high degree of reliability with the audit outcome.

No non-compliances were recorded on the local road network. Two non-compliances were noted on the SH network identified as “heaves and shoves”.

The Key Results Areas (KRAs) payment and tenure review discussions remains resolved. A discussion is proposed at the March Board Meeting.

The precast concrete decks for Atkinsons and Lindens bridges have been made off-site. The placement of these decks is awaiting resources to complete these works. 

Marlborough Roads Activities 

Opus International Consultants were the successful tenderers for detail business case preparation of the Opawa and Wairau Bridge regional acceleration activities.  

Andrew James’ vacant safety engineer role continues to be back-filled on an as-required basis from the Transport Agency Wellington Regional Office. 

Marlborough Roads have been involved in discussions with the audit office confirming processes used to develop the roading section of Council’s 30-year infrastructure plan. 

The recently established senior network manager position will be advertised shortly. This position will provide support to the Marlborough Roads network team. 

Project Status

State Highways

Some progress is being made with Westwood developer’s release of the bonded funding required as part of their resource consent.  

Higgins Contractors continue to make good progress at the Dashwood Overbridge and Realignment. Work on the tie-ins connecting to the SH 1 pavement. This project is on schedule for completion by Easter 2015. 

The Spring Creek Intersection design is now able to be finalised after a decision to enable continued direct access to the Four-Square supermarket.  

Tenders for business case development for Marlborough’s Regional Acceleration projects (Opawa and Wairau (SH 1 bridges)) was awarded to Opus International Consultants with a requirement to report to the Minister by June 2015.

Local Roads

Downer is arranging off-site construction of bridge components for the Northbank Bridge upgrades (Geoffs, Bartletts, Fabians, Kaka, Northbank No. 5, Northbank No. 8) following contract award. When completed, Northbank Road will be fully HPMV capable creating significant efficiencies for the logging industry.

Renewal of Atkinsons and Lindens bridges is now expected to get underway in April. 

All storm damage works are now complete with the exception of replacement of the Speeds Road Bridge. Again, these works are now expected to recommence at this site after Easter. 

Pavement renewal works on Queen Charlotte Drive are designed with seal design to optimise comfort for cyclists. These works will be complete in mid-March, before the GrapeRide, despite expressions of disbelief from the cyclist fraternity.

Communications

Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table identifies some of those contacts during February 2015.

		Group or Individual

		Activity



		French Pass Roading Committee

		Roading issues



		Marlborough Lines

		Trees on legal road



		Picton Smart and Connected

		General Picton issues



		NZ Army

		Exercise preparation



		Geoff Adams

		Legal road 



		Moetapu Bay Residents

		Road Management 



		McCormicks Rd Residents

		Road issues 





Customer Database Information 

The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for February 2015. 

Compliment	3 (2%)

Complaint	5 (3%)

Comment	105 (69%)

Request for Service	36 (24%)

Feedback	2 (1%)

Other	1 (1%)

Road Safety

Crash trends still seem to be following a downwards trend. There is a lag in the Crash Analysis System with incomplete information for this month. The table below indicates the Marlborough trend but may not include the latest CAS updates.



Zero Harm

The Transport Agency continues to develop its Zero Harm policy and is working with suppliers to improve health and safety outcomes. 

In February, the HEB/Opus JV reported seven incidents: 

· 2 “near Miss” vehicle incidents

· 4 “near Miss” non-vehicle incidents 

· 0 first aid injuries

· 0 medical treatment injuries

· 1 restricted work injury (light duties)

· no “lost-time” injuries  

Marlborough Roads have recorded no near miss incidents. A recently discussed concern is driver behaviour particularly in relation to longer distances and fatigue. Recently leased Transport Agency vehicles are all electronically tracked with relevant information available regarding driver activity.

Local Road Asset Management Report – March 2015 

(Information prepared by Frank Porter)	R800-007-02

General

This report covers activities up to the end of March 2015.

The threat of Cyclone Pam placed Marlborough Roads suppliers on full alert on 16 March. Fortunately whilst some rain fell, there were few issues in Marlborough. 

The 2015 vintage got underway mid-March and disappointingly some spills have already occurred

All reseals on both State Highways and local roads were completed early in March.  The focus for pavement rehabilitation work has been on Queen Charlotte Drive and Wairau Road SH 1 in Picton and to have this work completed before the GrapeRide.

All works were completed before the GrapeRide event, attracting very favourable comments by cyclists.



The shorter “Taster”  route around Kaituna Tuamarina Track was also in excellent condition and generated complimentary comments from many who entered that shorter event. Otherwise ideal for construction and renewal activities across the network with 90% of local roads and SH reseals completed and 45% of the pavement rehabilitation work completed. Priority is being given to completion of renewals on the GrapeRide circuit.

Despite the dry weather, the unsealed network has performed well. With conditions so dry, some patch grading of the worst sections has occurred to cut out corrugations. Full grading cycles will commence as some moisture returns to the pavements enabling better binding of the base material.  

A serious crash occurred at Dazzle Corner on SH1 on 23 March 2015 involving injuries to the seven occupants in a minivan. Full details of the crash are not yet available.

Financial Commentary

Council’s combined expenditure on Maintenance and Renewals continues and is now right on budget. The expectation remains that expenditure will match the budget at the end of the financial year. 

Some programmed maintenance and renewals savings were earlier expected, however, these are not now able to be realised with advice from the Transport Agency that future allocations will be based to an extent on previous spend history. There is a need to meet ongoing levels of service as the One Network Road Classification levels of service are developed.  However, other savings have been achieved within the current capital programme with Marlborough Roads declaring $400,000 savings through cost reductions on the Hodder bridge programme and $320,000 savings on the Northbank bridge renewal programme. 

The attached graphs compare maintenance and renewal expenditure against forecasts up to the end of March.





Monthly Activities

Network Outcomes Contract

The Network Outcomes Contract continues to operate successfully. The March Operational Performance Measures (OPM) audit confirms no non-compliances on the local road network. Two non-compliances were noted on the SH network identified as “heaves and shoves” and “low shoulder”.

The Key Results Areas (KRAs) payment and tenure review discussions relating to the 2013/14 financial year are now all but resolved. A special NOC Board Meeting will finalise this matter after which the Transport Agency may approve the KRA reward payment. There is good alignment with KRAs for the current financial year.

Marlborough Roads have a focus on accuracy of RAMM data. There is a backlog of data entry currently being addressed by HEB Opus JV. Their data Quality Plan is being used to ensure processes are timely.

The precast concrete decks for Atkinsons and Lindens bridges have been made off-site. The placement of these decks is programmed for April. 

Marlborough Roads Activities 

Opus International Consultants have completed the draft Indicative Business case for the Opawa and Wairau Bridge regional acceleration activities.  This draft is currently under review as opus move onto their Detailed Business Case deliberations.

Andrew James’ vacant safety engineer role continues to be back-filled on an as-required basis from the Transport Agency Wellington Regional Office. 

Marlborough Roads worked closely with the GrapeRide organisers to ensure their expectations were met regarding route conditions. 

Interviews for the vacant senior network manager position were held on 27 March. An employment offer has been made at the time of writing this report with acceptance likely by mid-April. 

Project Status

State Highways

Higgins Contractors continue to make good progress at the Dashwood Overbridge and Realignment. Work on the tie-ins connecting to the pavement. The road was opened up for all traffic to travel at the legal speed on 2 April 2015 before the Easter break. 



The Spring Creek Intersection design is now the basis for property discussions with the Four-Square store owners.   

Local Roads

Downers continue to prepare off-site for construction of bridge components for the Northbank Bridge upgrades (Geoffs, Bartletts, Fabians, Kaka, Northbank No. 5, Northbank No. 8).  When completed, Northbank Road will be fully HPMV capable creating significant efficiencies for the logging industry.

Renewal of Atkinsons and Lindens bridges is now expected to get underway in April. 

All storm damage works are now complete with the exception of replacement of the Speeds Road Bridge. Again, these works are now expected to recommence at this site after Easter. 

Communications 

Marlborough Roads continues to consult with many sectors of the community. The following table identifies some of those contacts during January 2015.

		Group or Individual

		Activity



		Yealands

		Nolans Road



		John Turnbull 

		HEB



		Marlborough Grape industry 

		Grape Cartage meeting



		NZ Army

		Exercise preparation



		Engineering Lifelines

		Group meeting at EMC



		Colonial Developers

		Subdivision road details 



		Wood Sector Smart and Connected

		Monthly meeting 



		CBD Businesses

		CBD maintenance issues





Customer Database Information 

The following information is taken from the Transport Agency CRMS database for March 2015. 

Compliment	2 (1%)

Complaint	9 (5%)

Comment	97 (59%)

Request for Service	53 (32%)

Other	4 (3%)

Road Safety 

Crash trends still seem to be following a downwards trend. There is a lag in the Crash Analysis System with incomplete information for this month. The table below indicates the Marlborough trend but may not include the latest CAS updates. 



Zero Harm

The Transport Agency continues to develop its Zero Harm policy and is working with suppliers to improve health and safety outcomes. 

In March, the HEB/Opus JV reported seven incidents: 

· 5 “near Miss” vehicle incidents

· 2 “near Miss” non-vehicle incidents

· 0 first aid injuries

· 0 medical treatment injuries

· 1 restricted work injury (light duties)

· 1 “lost-time” injury  

Marlborough Roads have recorded no near miss incidents. A recently discussed concern is driver behaviour particularly in relation to longer distances and fatigue. Recently leased Transport Agency vehicles are all electronically tracked with relevant information available regarding driver activity.

Alistair Clemett

It is with sadness we note the passing of Dagwood Clemett.  Dagwood has had a long work history with the Awatere County Council, the Marlborough District Council, Downer and most recently HEB Construction. Dagwood had an ability to never be stuck for words and was a great character. We will miss him. 

Rivers and Drainage Section – Activity Report

(Information prepared by Geoff Dick, Brin Williman, Roger Fitzgerald, Steve Bezar, Kevin McFall, David Aires, Jan van der Vliet, Hai Trieu) 	R700-014-01

Wairau River

Fairway tree removal (using heavy machinery) has been carried out over six locations throughout the Waihopai to Tuamarina reach treating an area of more than 5 ha. In addition to this work a further 25 ha of vegetated islands have been sprayed by ground-based methods. The eradication of willow, poplar, wattle, broom, gorse, lupins and other vegetation within the fairway is to assist in providing maximum waterway capacity of the river in time of flood and to assist in reducing unwanted bank erosion.

The repairs to Conders rock-lined training bank (WATB12) have been completed. 4,646 tons of quarried river-grade rock were imported and added to existing recovered rock over a 255m section to make the repair. 



Lower Wairau River Channel Works

Further berm removal and channel widening work has been completed approximately 2 km downstream of the Blenheim Rowing Club. An additional 2870m³ of material was excavated from the inside of this bend in the river and placed within the Jones Road stopbank upgrade borrow pit area. This completes the river widening at this location and back filling of the borrow pit which will now be sown to grass by the lessee.

Lower Wairau River - stopbank improvement works 

Further discussions have been held with Ngati Rarua about progressing the upgrade past their marae. A commitment has been made to complete the design and progress the necessary landowner negotiations over the coming winter with a view to the works proceeding summer 2016.

Ngati Rarua has assisted with some landowner contacts.

Upper Wairau River and Tributaries

Upper Wairau Fairway Clearing 

The annual works programme has been completed over three sites. The fairway clearing was completed in tandem with some edge strengthening work partnering with local landowners to achieve a win for both Council and riverside landowners. 

Work at Loddon Lane consisted of clearing the designed fairway of unwanted vegetation and trenching the excavated willows into chevrons in erosion embayments. Work at Church Lane consisted of clearing the designed fairway of unwanted vegetation and using appropriate material to construct anchored bank protection work in partnership with Moleta. Similar work was carried out at Jamie Timms frontage. Landowners covered the cost of materials and labour whilst Council covered the management, supervision and fairway clearing operation as per its policy.



Bartletts Creek (Northbank)

In mid-March willow vegetation clearance and debris-dam removal was undertaken at Bartletts Creek over a length of approximately 650m upstream of the confluence of with the Wairau River. This has improved the flood carrying capacity of this lower reach and thereby reducing the flood risk to the adjoining properties. The local landholder said the last cleanout over this reach was about 30 years ago. 

Wairau Floodplain and Tributaries

Tuamarina

Tree removal over a 5.5 km reach from Speeds Road downstream to 800 m below Boat Point has been completed to maintain a clear and effective channel. Targeted willow regrowth has been sprayed by ground-based operations also.

Gibsons Creek (just downstream of Waihopai intake)

Both river intakes were reinstated and strengthened during the period 11-16 March 2015 after minor flood flows in both the Wairau and Waihopai Rivers. 

School Creek, Renwick

The third tazz-run was completed in March. Ongoing assistance is being provided by Rivers staff with the Renwick School restoration and enhancement project. 

Wither Hills

Work is only just starting to commence again due to fire risk lessening in recent days. A range of works such as track improvements, weed spraying, gorse mulching is being re-programmed and further work on fire damaged block (gorse removal and re-wiring fence line) is also being commissioned. 

It will have been noticed by many that a significant quantity of trees on the Wither Hills has suffered die-back – in part or in full. The trees affected are not limited to one species – but cover pretty much all (except Manuka) at this stage. It will remain to be seen the long term effects and whether any of the badly affected trees recover or not.



Building Consents have now been obtained for the woolshed extension and prices are being sought from potential building companies at present. A second irrigation proposal document has been prepared and will be discussed as and when appropriate in the future. 

The passing of Mark Smith is a big loss for the Wither Hills farm management but some positive meetings have been held with Peter Ryan who is carrying on Marks good work in the short-medium term. 

Drainage

Drain Maintenance

The autumn drain spray programme is underway with favourable conditions prevailing.

Rarangi Road and Sutherlands Drains have been surveyed to assess need for excavations.

Mapps Waterway, Riverlands Co-op, Sandhills Outlet, Jeffries Drain, Drains A & B excavated - a total of 5200 metres.

The Jeffries Drain excavation was removal of seasonal algal growth which can collect on the pump house screens and cause pump malfunction. This was a trial of a new method and equipment. The results were pleasing and the algae removal is likely to become an annual maintenance activity.

Staff met with Marlborough Lines with regard to their plans to upgrade the power line alongside the Alabama Rd drain. This power line is very close to the drain and other Council assets and so some care is required in the upgrade design.

Drain Network Review

We are in the process of assessing the submissions received on the proposed network extensions.  We are happy with the level of response. An update for the Committee is provided in a separate agenda report.

Lower Opawa River

A big crack willow tree that fell off into the river opposite Park Terrace has been removed. Another big willow tree at the edge was cut. 

Access for the willow removal was through private property. While we had the digger and chainsaw on site we also removed a large dead gum tree which had fallen over and laid over the stopbank for some time. Another adjacent tree considered at risk of falling on the stopbank was also cut and removed. The root ball hole from the fallen tree was repaired to ensure the stopbank remained in good order.



Taylor River: Town Area

Emergent weed spraying is being held off, waiting for another inspection in late April.

Rural Pump Stations

The last two rural pump refurbishments for the current financial year are complete with both pumps now reinstalled and ready for operation over the expected winter wet conditions.

Pump 24’s (Rouses PS) refurbishment included a new cutless bearing and sleeve, new top steady bearing, gland packing, grease box and bottom steady. The impeller was built up and machined to clearance. The housings were sand blasted and epoxy paint coated.

Pump 26 (Roberts PS) is also back in with new gland packing, drive coupling, centre steady and bottom cutless and sleeve. Similarly the bottom housings have had any corrosion removed and repainted. The pump station floor is being strengthened to ensure safe entry. 

All the rural pump stations were inspected in early autumn for general maintenance requirements. The inspections covered floodgates, debris screens, inlet and outlet channel conditions and general building condition. As a result of the inspection the Grovetown #1 gravity gate is being replaced - a new timber side hung gate.  The Grovetown #2 gravity gate will be checked when water level is low and will be replaced if necessary.



Blenheim Stormwater Pump Stations

The necessary parts to rebuild the vandal damaged MacEwans pump at the Waterlea pump station (Pump 10) have been delivered to Eckfords. The rebuild of the pump and its reinstallation can now be completed. We have ordered lockable electrical isolator controls to prevent similar unsupervised operation if another station break-in occurs.

All 10 town stations have also recently been inspected for general maintenance. The inspection has highlighted a number of maintenance items to be added to the 2015/16 work programme.

Main Street Pump Station Upgrade

Good progress is being made with the capacity upgrade and general refurbishment of this Blenheim pump station. 

The 60 year old existing pump was temporarily lifted out so measurements for the new 300mm (12 inch) pump, pump floor and beam supports could be made. Some adjustments were also made to the existing steel gravity outfall pipes to make room for the new pumps larger bell housing. Eckfords can now assemble the ‘new’ (fully reconditioned) pump and get it painted ready for lifting in once all the electrical upgrade design is complete. The new 12” pump will have over double the capacity of the existing 9” pump which by comparison looked tiny laying on the ground.

Refurbishment of the existing pump house is underway including door entry improvements. Fencing of the new access right-of-way will happen as soon as the land agreement is finalised with the landowner. Electrical design has been commissioned. The pump will be powered by its own diesel generator which is considerably cheaper than upgrading the power supply and the additional lines costs. The existing mains power supply will be retained for lighting, electrical control and generator starting.

Mechanical Weedcutter: River Queen MSA 122246

A final weed cut of the lower Opawa River is planned for May. This will be a central channel cut to ensure good low flow capacity for the coming winter period.

Riverlands Floodway Stopbank Upgrading

Good progress is now being made on the next section of the upgrade immediately downstream of Cob Cottage Road. The design of the works is complete and agreement, in principle, has been reached for the work with the landowner. 

A formal entry agreement has now been sent. The upgrade works will be completed this autumn provided ground conditions stay generally dry and the entry agreement is signed.

Floodway Reserves

Activity in the period included:

· Straw bales placed in Roses Overflow area to enhance whitebait spawning habitat.

· Further adjustments made to Matua Wines winery discharge sprinklers to limit burn of the young pine trees.

· Met with Scout leader to progress plans for adventure structures at their camp site at the Waihopai bridge.

· Re-seeding of Res 36 Upper Opawa, and fill hole area Res 112 Jeffries Road.

· Repairs to fence at Res 127 to protect some riparian plantings.

· Followed up firewood theft with Reserves Ranger.

· Reserve at Foxes Island mown to assist with Forest GrapeRide parking.

Picton, Sounds and Awatere

Picton Maintenance

The third round of tazzing (weed-eating, clearing of overhanging branches, weed spraying) and waterway management has been completed.

Maintenance works consisting of light rock rip rap, concrete wall repairs, tree removal and weed raking has been completed in sections of Turner Street drain, Kent Street drain and Waimarama Street drain.

Canterbury Street Upgrade Works

Construction of new bank and bed erosion control works below the Canterbury Street bridge (entrance to Alexanders Holiday Park) are complete. The works were constructed to stabilise bed and bank erosion that was threatening the bridge foundations and the weir that protects the sewer crossing. They were funded from the Rivers minor capital works budget for Picton rivers.

The works involved making a new rock ramp immediately downstream of the bridge, erosion protection works along both banks, extending the Canterbury Street stormwater outlet pipe and then repairing the concrete weir cover under the bridge. The job went well and was completed within the estimated budget.  The works raised quite a bit of interest with local residents who were very supportive once what we were doing was explained.

Investigation and Miscellaneous

Redwood Street and Town Branch Drain Stormwater Upgrade – hydraulic modelling and options costing

The project, by Aurecon Group Consulting Engineers NZ Ltd is continuing to progress to schedule.

The computer model verification is complete, and was accepted, following a workshop on 25 February. Nine scenarios are being investigated following a workshop on 1 April 2015.

Caseys Creek Upgrade – Plan Change 64, 65 and 67: Additional Stormwater Volumes 

The final concept design and costings report was completed by Davidson Partners and delivered on 31 March 2015. It has been accepted as meeting the requirements of the brief. Davidson Group has been retained to support the consultation process once this gets underway.

Analysis, investigations and options costing of infiltration, retention and first flush basins (water quality) is also complete. 

Upgrade options were presented to the Stormwater Action Group (SAG) meeting on 17 March 2015. The outcome of which is two possible options for landowner consultation prior to the preparation of the necessary resource consent application.

In parallel with development of the Resource Consent application documentation an ecological / environmental assessment / impact of / on the Creek will commence.

Wilson Street, Havelock – stormwater capacity upgrade

Negotiations with the landowner continue to see if an agreement for the work can finally be achieved. 

Tsunami Scenarios – evacuation zone mapping 

GNS were appointed at the end of December 2014 to generate the Tsunami Evacuation Zone Maps which will include the Sounds. Substantial completion of the maps (deliverable) is expected by the beginning of May 2015. Finances were sought from MCDEM Resilience Fund and Envirolink; both being un-successful for various reasons. 

Council has made the commitment to finance this project; it has to be noted that this phase doesn’t include publications, e.g. sign boards and wider community consultation.

Monthly progress reports are being submitted which indicate that GNS are on target for the delivery date and are within budget.

Wairau and Opawa Bridge Replacements

Opus Consulting Engineers have been appointed by NZTA to commence the concept design options and costing in two (2) stages.

Input is being provided with regards to relevant and appropriate data, e.g. hydrology, hydraulic models and information of our floodways requirements.

An initial response was provided to Opus with regards to Council’s floodway requirements prior to their first stage submission to NZTA. 

Our initial comments are based on similar floodway requirements for the Waikanae River in the Greater Wellington Region, ie; Peka Peka Expressway and the subsequent Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) decision.

Below is a summary of our initial floodway requirements which will be used as a basis for continued discussion:

· Climate Change: to be incorporated in accordance with MfE Guidelines, eg; rainfall increase and sea level rise.

· A key design issue for the Wairau Bridge is adequate debris clearance. In 1983 the Tuamarina stopbanks overtopped as soon as the flood choked on the Wairau River Bridge. Initial analysis indicates that the soffit of the bridge needs to be approximately 1.5m higher (9.4m MSL) and the bridge span extended by 10%. The hydraulic modelling of the new design should initially ignore the railway bridge immediately downstream. The next stage should include the railway bridge to understand the existing constraints.

· The key design criteria for the Opawa Bridge are: soffit level and the bridge span are to the same as the current bridge dimensions.

· Design Flows:

· Wairau River: the minimum expected Level of Service (LoS) is 6,000m3/s. This equates approximately to the current scheme design capacity plus climate change. We have also suggested a 6,500m3/s design flow scenario is modelled as part of a sensitivity analysis for a possible future LoS increase.

· Opawa River: the minimum expected Level of Service (LoS) is 600m3/s; analysis to date show that the design flows allow for free board / debris clearance.

· Access underneath the bridges: existing haul roads (contractor and river maintenance) needs to be maintained on south bank (true right bank) of the Wairau River. On the Opawa River the Top Ten Holiday Park (AA Camp site) requires continued permanent access on the south bank.

· Geomorphology and river bank erosion: in relation to new pylons and abutments minimise the number of pylons so that it doesn’t become an un-necessary debris collector, pylons should be aligned with the ‘natural flow direction’; bank erosion / protection work analysis upstream and downstream of the bridges.

· Public amenity and environmental enhancement opportunities.

The discussions with Opus / NZTA and possible bridge replacement will inherently inform the review of the Wairau River scheme scheduled for 2019. 

Parts of this review could possibly be brought forward with regards to the Communities expected Level of Service and their expectations, e.g. upgrade / maintain the level of flood protection to 1:100 year event or above, taking into consideration the potential of Climate Change impact.

Gravel Extraction

· The annual gravel allocation year commences on 1 March each year.

· Gravel extraction figures for the 12 month period up to 28 February 2015 is as follows:

		Wairau River 

Reach (Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road Bridge), where annual allocation has been reduced to 121,500m3 for 2014/15.

		115,846m3

(95.3% of annual allocation)



		Other rivers within in the district (incl. Sounds, Upper Wairau & Awatere)

		67,611m3



		Total to date for the Marlborough District

		183,457m3





· The majority of Contractors have used their full allocation and supplemented supplies from other sites outside of this strict allocation reach of the Wairau River and/or from MDC stockpile sales. 

· MDC stockpiles are now depleted and MDC will only have 2000m3 stockpiled for the 2015/16 year. This gravel will only be available to those that do not have an allocation in the Wairau River for the ‘Waihopai confluence to the Ferry Bridge’ reach. 

· The allocation has been reduced from 245,000m3/yr in 2012/13, to 121,500m3/yr for 2014/15, and now 109,000m3/yr for 2015/16, as agreed in the 2012 gravel extraction review.



Management of Gravel Stockpile and Processing Site

Clean up of the Barnetts stockpile and processing site on the northbank of the Wairau River is now substantially complete. Following the exit of contractors from this site there was significant quantities of silt and gravel reject material, and some rubbish, left behind. The site was also a general eyesore. The clean-up has taken several years with the help of several contractors who were able to reprocess some of the reject material.

The final stage will be the repair of the adjacent stopbank face, its resowing to grass and fencing off.

The balance area can in future be used as a temporary stockpile area but with strict rules on tidy up and completion at job end. 

Quarries

Pukaka

Clean up of the Barnetts stockpile and processing site on the northbank of the Wairau River is now substantially complete. Following the exit of contractors from this site there was significant quantities of silt and gravel reject material, and some rubbish, left behind. The site was also a general eyesore. The clean-up has taken several years with the help of several contractors who were able to reprocess some of the reject material.

The final stage will be the repair of the adjacent stopbank face, its resowing to grass and fencing off.

The balance area can in future be used as a temporary stockpile area but with strict rules on tidy up and completion at job end. 

Services and Operations

Education Report

(Information prepared by Annie McDonald, Education Officer)	E340-001-001

Enviroschools

Aims:	To successfully manage and facilitate all Enviroschools in the programme. This includes comprehensive staff training for new schools; support and professional development for schools taking on theme areas of the Enviroschools’ programme, assistance with schools who are taking on action projects and reflection on the programme including facilitation of Enviroschools’ reflections. There are 25 Enviroschools in Marlborough in the Enviroschools’ programme and the Marlborough Kindergarten Association. This equates to 80% of our schools.

Outcomes:

· Springlands Kindergarten Achieved the Bronze level of Enviroschools.

· Blenheim School has joined the Enviroschools programme.

· Six theme based workshops have been delivered to staff at Enviroschools.

· An Enviroschools National Hui was held in the Top of the South hosted by Nelson, Tasman and Marlborough. As part of this three separate workshops were delivered sharing examples from the Marlborough region.

· A planning meeting was held with DOC to look at strategic partnerships to deliver education programmes using our skill sets.

· Planning has been completed on the Student Leadership Day which involves up to 60 students to be delivered early in May.

· Planning has been completed on a teacher workshop on Action Competence which will include a session on the Taylor River to help upskill teachers on water issues.

· A data analysis meeting was attended in Wellington as part of the feedback from the Enviroschools national census held at the end of 2014. The Marlborough information will be available at the end of May and will be presented in the middle of the year.

· Preparation is underway for a DOC /Enviroschools workshop on using resources effectively. 

General Schools Programmes

Aims: 	To encourage schools to reduce waste and conserve water use and provide opportunities for learning. 

· Twenty-five water talks were given to Renwick School. Each of the classes took part in looking at Marlborough’s water and ways to save water around school and home as part of our programme on water education.

· The students and school also took steps to reduce its water by turning off the drinking fountains and are investigating water storage and reuse systems.

Kids’ Edible Gardens

Aims: 	To successfully manage and facilitate the Kids’ Edible Garden programme. This includes developing resources to support the programme, training and professional development for teachers and facilitators.

There are currently 20 Kids’ Edible Garden schools in Marlborough.

Outcomes:

· Two  facilitators have been trained and taken up roles in existing schools.

· A facilitator workshop was held at the Backyard Garden at Pollard Park with support from our garden staff to share ways they manage the edible garden.

· The workshop included information making the most of both EM Bokashi and/or  Worm Farm systems which are run in most schools.

· New resources have been developed to support teachers to manage the Open Orchards in schools.

· New teacher resources have been developed to support class programmes.

Sustainable Living

Aims: 	To link the Sustainable Living single topics to the Enviroschools’ theme areas. This allows for schools to offer single topic seminars to their school community on topics that students are studying from the Enviroschools’ theme areas which include waste, water, living landscapes, ecological buildings and energy.

Outcomes:

· The Hungry Bin Worm Farm trial has been completed. Two kindergartens, one school and two families from Enviroschools took part in the trial which ran for six months. Participants were asked for feedback every two months and a short report at the end of the trial time frame. Feedback has shown that these bins have not been as effective as the participants had hoped and most would not invest in this type of system if they had to buy it themselves. 

· All of the participants will carry on with composting their organic waste with a number of options being used. Two will return to using the EM Bokashi system they were previously using as well as persevering with The Hungry Bin for some food waste. Two will return to using their previous worm farms as well as continuing on with the Hungry Bin System and one will use their general composting system.

· The Hungry Bin system was most effective in Kindergartens and they will continue to use The Hungry Bin alongside their other worm farms and hope it will become more effective with time.

Kerbside Collection Team

(Information prepared by Alec McNeil)	C315-13-13-01

1. The following item was received from the ambulance service in recognition of one of the Metallic Sweeping (1998) Limited kerbside collection crews who assisted a Blenheim resident  in need of medical attention.

From: Sonia Hammond [mailto:SoniaHa@stjohn.org.nz] 
Sent: Thursday, 26 March 2015 4:33 p.m.
To: Alec McNeil-7551
Cc: paul@wasteminz.org.nz
Subject: Staff going beyond the call of duty

Good afternoon



My name is Sonia Hammond. I am an Intensive Care Paramedic working from the Blenheim Ambulance Station.



Today, Thursday, March 26, we attended to an incident in Glover Crescent, Blenheim, where two of your staff were in attendance with a patient requiring our assistance.



One staff member was on the main road directing us down Glover Crescent, while the other staff member was at the end of the patients driveway directing us to the patient. They had contacted the patient’s son, and stayed with the patient reassuring him and chatting to him until we arrived.



They stayed with us, and helped us lift the patient onto our stretcher. Nothing was too much to ask of them, and they left to continue their run once we had our patient safely in the back of the Ambulance.



I would like to acknowledge the actions of these young men. Too many people look the other way and do not want to get involved. These men got involved, making our job easier finding the patient, and helping as asked. The patient and his son were very impressed that they hung around to help out. 



I believe the son is also going to acknowledge a job well done, through a phone call to their Manager.



Staff members involved were:  Tiria Neill, and David Michie.



Please pass this email on to them, and give them my personal thanks. We need more people like them out in the community caring for our elderly.



If this email has been sent to the wrong person, please let me know. I would really like Tiria and David to know that what they did today was heart-warming and a huge help to us in the Ambulance Service.



Kind regards.





Sonia Hammond

Intensive Care Paramedic

Blenheim Station





Emergency Management Activity Report

(Information prepared by John Foley/Gary Spence)	E200-001-003-04, E200-002-006-03

Rural Fire

With all the fire debriefs completed the lifting of the total fire ban, along with some cooler weather, the end of the fire season is now in site.

The focus will now shift from response to getting back amongst our communities to spread the “Fire Smart” message. Additional areas will be to deal with any issues identified during the debriefs as well as ramping up our training schedule for crew members.

On 11/12 April we are holding the two day crew leader course which is the lead on from the fire behaviour course, which are all prerequisites to becoming a qualified crew leader.

Other courses coming up are the drive emergency vehicles under lights and sirens as well as the drive 4x4 vehicles off road.

The Minister of Internal Affairs Hon. Peter Dunne took time out of his busy schedule to visit the Marlborough Emergency Operation Centre to express his gratitude to all who had been involved in the fires over the current fire season.

Mr Danny Smith, Board Chair of the Marlborough Kaikoura Rural Fire Authority welcomed the Minister and gave an overview of how the enlarged rural fire district operated at the board level, leaving Mac (PRFO) to provide the operational overview. A quick brief was provided from various people who were involved with the response to the Onamalutu fire.

The Minister gave an outline of what work was being carried out in his department with most interest being in the fire services review which will be release later this year.

Attendees were made up of Council, rural fire, NZ fire service, DOC, Civil Defence.

Total Fire Ban Lifted 

As of 9 April 8.00 am the MDC Zone including Kaikoura has now lifted the total fire ban, reverting back to a restricted fire season. 

All fires in the open now require a permit except for enclosed incinerators, pizza ovens, braziers and gas / solid fuel barbecues these may be used without a permit but someone must remain in attendance at all times.

Resource Allocation Tool

The Rural Fire Authority has been working with Navigatus Consulting which has undertaken a project on behalf of the National Rural Fire Authority in developing a resource allocation tool which will enable fire authorities to access where firefighting resources are placed, what it means in terms of response and fire suppression. 

It is planned to run a pilot trial workshop once completed to assess the worthiness of the tool, like all tools they are a support mechanism and don’t always provide the right answer as there are always variables to deal with. 

New 4X4 Appliance Arrives

With Funding from Council and the National Rural Fire Authority we have been able to purchase a brand new Isuzu purpose built 4x4 designed specifically for the rural environment.

This truck has now been delivered to the Rarangi Rural Fire Force replacing an aging ex fire service appliance.

The Rarangi crew also received a late model Isuzu 6500ltr water tanker two years ago. The arrival of the new 4x4 now provides the best of both worlds, bulk water along with 4x4 capabilities.

We currently have five medium 4x4 trucks located within the enlarged rural fire district, four of which are in Marlborough. These trucks have proved their worth time and time again, especially this summer.

Civil Defence

A recent nationwide Capability Assessment survey carried out by the Ministry of Civil Defence Emergency Management involved extensive inquiry into how prepared we are for an emergency event. 

Various Council groups and Emergency Service agencies were asked to complete a self-assessment survey then were interviewed by the Ministry, who then produced an overall result. In the last survey carried out in 2010 we scored 62.2 out of 100.  In the recent one we scored 80.2. 

The score was derived from the strong and stable staff structure within Council as well as the close relationships held with Emergency Services and essential support agencies.

An area we were asked to review was around Welfare Planning, other than that work will continue to maintain this great result.

Work continues maintaining the established Sector Posts in the district along with planning and resourses needed in the event of an emergency.

Other work ongoing this year would be :

· Tsunami Inundation Model

· Emergency Response Team Training

· Marlborough Local Welfare Committee Meeting

· Establishing long term storage for response assets and equipment

· Assisting with a Mass Rescue plan for the Marlborough Sounds

· Emergency evacuation planning for the Rainbow Ski Field

· Training for Council staff and Incident Management Team

· Public education and community reliance planning

· Working with organisations on Business Continuity plans

Neighbourhood  Support



The numbers of coordinators for Marlborough so far stands at 63. The two Coordinators in Seddon, Linda Marshall and Heather Turnbull have now established a further 17 sub-coordinators. The first of this year’s newsletters is about to be distributed. Along with this year’s “Eye On Communities” booklet.

Following on from the Street Project work carried out in Picton recently, interest has now come from some areas to reestablish old groups. Also residents in Moetapu Bay Road have expressed an interest. 

Given the growth and interest in Neighbourhood Support, assistance in the future may be required to help this group in day to day administration work.



Emergency Response Team

The training schedule has been outlined for 2015. Involving:

· Mobile Response Centre Set up.

· Working with Rural Fire crews and equipment familiarisation

· 4wd Training

· Casualty recovery

· Exercises with Woodbourne Defence Force and Red Cross.

· GPS navigation.

Along with this there are extra opportunities for CD and Rural Fire courses.
The Team also assisted with response to the Onamalutu fire.

Sector Emergency CD Teams

Contact with the Sectors is consistent with “Updates” going out bimonthly keeping them informed of what is happening in the various areas. 

Visiting each area will take place early this year to reconnect with the teams and replenish their field boxes. 

Sectors have now been stocked with the temporary Registration Form pending the new guidelines release from the Ministry later this year.



IMT Training 

The schedule has been established for this group with an emphasis on desktop scenarios and practical exercises along with introducing EMIS as an initial resource. Some training involves operating out of other remote sites.

EMIS

Michelle Phillips from Nelson has sent through training dates that start on 11 February. Training will involve using EMIS as an upfront initial resource.

Welfare

Three meetings are planned this year for the Marlborough Local Welfare Committee.

As a result of the Monitoring and Evaluation study undertaken by the Ministry we are actively seeking a Group Welfare Manager.

Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report

(Information prepared by Rosie Bartlett, Dale Ashworth, Robert Hutchinson, Robin Dunn, Nic Crous, Mark Witehira, Robyn Blackburn, Murray Morgan, Brad Molony)	 R510-009-000-01

Blenheim Parks and Reserves

Pollard Park

One of the 100 year old weeping willows, growing over the Camellias Gardens has been removed. The trees deteriorating condition made it unsafe to Park users. Weight and end tip reduction work has been undertaken on other stream side willows to extend their lives. It is highly likely more of the mature willows will need removal within the year. Succession planting has been undertaken along the banks which has lessened the impact of removal.

Many of the Park mature specimen trees are around 100 years of age and require increased maintenance due to their age. Planning has begun to undertake succession planting for the short term as some of these mature trees will need to be removed.

Pruning on the Golf Course is continuing. The fairway trees are being lifted to allow access for the Greens Keeper and for golfers to play the ball more easily.

The compost pile has been screened ready for the planting season next month. Compost is dug in to all of the annual bends yearly. The compost is built out of park green waste.

The Parks team has a vacancy, looking for a keen person who loves gardening to join the team. Adverts have been placed in local papers and online, hoping by month’s end the vacancy will be filled.

Staff are working on designs for directional signage from Nelson Street to the Park. This was identified in the Pollard Park Management Plan.

Seymour Square

The annuals have been removed from the large oval flower gardens adjacent to the Clock Tower and the Field Of Remembrance (FOR) crosses have been placed in the gardens in preparation for ANZAC Day. 

There is a sign in each garden to explain the meaning of the FOR.

To ensure all looks good for ANZAC Day there is extra maintenance in the gardens and park to keep it looking good for all the 100 year events going on in the Square.

Burleigh Park

Unfortunately staff and Police have been unable to find the slide stolen from Burleigh Park. A positive note is the mould for the slide was still in the NORSKI’s yard and work has begun moulding a new slide.

Horton Park

The stump from the felled plane tree has now been removed, the netball surface and grass area are being repaired.








Athletic Park

Draining works and resurfacing of the cycle track have now been completed. This was a cost share project with Council and Marlborough Cycling. 

Wither Hills Farm Park

New Car Park – Taylor Pass Entrance

As the drought continues, many trees and shrubs throughout the Farm Park have died or are stressed and significant tidy up is required to remove potential fuel for a fire. 

Events

The Winter Duathlon Series will again be hosted by Mark Grammer at Rifle Range carpark.

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage

Selective trail upgrade work and gravelling is planned in autumn and winter months.

Weed Control

Further weed control is planned in the Mountain Bike Park to control gorse and aid the establishment of oaks and other tree species.

Two Yearly Outdoor Structure Inspections

An inspection, report and recommendations of the 83 Reserve Structures will take place by OPUS in July.

Renwick Reserves

Renwick Domain

Further planning meetings has been held with the NZ Scout Jamboree organising committee in preparation for the event in 2016.

Lions Reserve

Vandalism and refuse dumping at this reserve has fortunately been minimal this summer.

Kowhai Reserve

Following the playground surfacing replacement during hot summer months, the replacement of grass (surrounding the playground) will now be scheduled as the weather cools and rain arrives.

Rousehill Reserve

The replacement of the bark mulch under the playground module is still due to be done by Downers.

Awatere and Flaxbourne Reserves

Awatere

The Seddon Sports Pavilion has had a spring clean and is ready for use by the Awatere Rugby Club.

Picton Reserves

Endeavour Park

Re-sanding of the drainage slits has been completed; this work was required due to the enlargement of the cracks following the dry weather this summer.

Endeavour Park Pavilion 

The pavilion has had another busy month with the start of the rugby and football season. We have been getting great comments on the state of the fields and visiting teams are very complimentary (perhaps a little jealous too!) about our facilities.

The annual Support a Sport day was lots of fun for the kids, though the evening was not as successful as last years. However, the clubs are still keen to be involved and pay for membership to the pavilion.

We are welcoming yet another activity to the pavilion this month – indoor bowls on a Wednesday evening. This used to be an extremely strong club in Picton and we hope to be able to assist them in becoming that way again.

We are looking forward to the international Quilters Exhibition coming up this month, which will bring many people from all over New Zealand to the pavilion.

Queen Charlotte Lookout

Contractors have been busy doing weed species removal on the slope below the Lookout – a very difficult and time-consuming task.

Picton Foreshore 

The project to upgrade the foreshore lighting is moving ahead – the appointed project manager has been instructed to obtain firm prices for the installation of the chosen lighting product. With the actual project costs being obtained, it is estimated that the final overall cost will be approximately $240,000, as opposed to the initial estimate (and requested amount) of $200,000. An agenda item to request approval for this has been included in the agenda. As the funding for the project has been split over two budget years, it is proposed that work on the project is started in June (as opposed to May), thereby accruing funds to be carried-over into the 2015/2016 budget year rather than requesting 2015/2016 budgeted funds in advance.

Shelley Beach

Access to the beach (as well as parking) is somewhat restricted while the demolition of the old toilet facility and construction of a new facility is taking place.

High Street

Summer annual plantings have been left in place for Easter and will now be removed. The plant beds will lie fallow for a few weeks to allow improvement of the soil structure and young bedding plants to become strong enough to plant-out.

Victoria Domain

The 200 hectare Domain is a high use Recreation Reserve and visitor attraction with significant amenity and ecological value. However, many invasive weed species are present within the Domain and on-going control is required to prevent fast growing climbers and tenacious weed species smothering and replacing the native flora. 

Sycamore has more recently been identified as being another serious threat to the Domain and a specific control programme for this weed is required before it gets further advanced.

A report has been prepared by R&D Environmental Ltd and identifies the location of seed source plants, the spread and land tenure. Control work is proposed by Council and Port Marlborough, with a Community Conservation Fund application recently lodged for additional funding. A four year control programme for sycamore control has been estimated at costing $80,000, with half being sought through grant funding. Increased funding is proposed over the next five years for weed control work within the Domain. 



Northern Marlborough/Sounds

Havelock Domain 

Work has begun on installing two light towers and six lights to allow for night time training for the Pelorus Rugby club.

Public Conveniences

Queen Street

Liz Davidson Place public conveniences continue to be the most heavily-used facility in the CBD – unfortunately graffiti and vandalism are still prevalent in the units. The facility generates the greatest amount of negative feedback as it isn’t attended by a full-time service person.

Picton High Street

The older of the two High Street exeloo units continues to be graffiti’d fairly regularly.

London Quay Exeloo

Long queues have formed outside this facility over the holiday period, despite signage indicating that more toilets are available at the museum. The popularity of the location calls-for at least another two toilets to be provided. Ease of parking encourages buses to use this facility for its passengers.

Shelley Beach

The construction of the planned new facility is now underway.

Wither Hills Farm Park Car Park -Taylor Pass Entrance 

The heavy use of this facility over the summer has (thankfully) not brought increased vandalism or graffiti. The users at this location evidently value this unit and treat it with some care.

Sheps Park (Severne Street)

A building consent for this facility is still pending as a ground bearing report is required and further information has been requested in respect of site levels and drainage.

Havelock 

The Main Street was particularly heavily used during the recent Mussel festival and the GrapeRide.

Seddon

The Reserves section arranged for barrier-free NZ to visit Marlborough in order to assess the viability of an adult-sized changing table in public conveniences and at the swimming pool in Seddon. Blenheim school already has a table for the person concerned and it was determined that the disabled-accessible unit at the pool is too small for the installation of a table; barrier-free have recommended the female changing shed as a preferred location. BF has also recommended that a table of this type is NOT installed in a public toilet.

Cemeteries

Fairhall

Marlborough’s first Natural Burial took place during March and the family of the deceased expressed their gratitude that MDC was able to provide this option in Fairhall cemetery. Development of the Natural Burial area continues but Natural Burials not-for-profit organisation has approved the site as a certified cemetery. Cloudy Bay funeral services became the first funeral directors to deal with a burial of this kind.

Awatere

All earthquake-related claims work has now been completed at this cemetery.

Picton

The memorial wall erected in the new cemetery area has been a success and already has a number of memorial plaques attached.

Swimming Pools

Picton Pool

The Picton Pool experienced a very busy summer and is now closed for the season.

Seddon Pool

The Seddon Pool is closed for the season and will re-open in late November 2015.

General

Notable Trees 

Assessment work continues on existing listed trees to update measurement data and ensure trees are worthy of retaining protection status.

Rangers’ Report

(Information prepared by Murray Morgan/Kevin Hawkins)	R510-006-02, R510-005-04

Graffiti

Reported graffiti hits is once again quite low at the moment. Apart from the usual etchings around our public conveniences and seats there is nothing to remark on.

Freedom Camping 

Freedom Camping numbers have dropped off in the last few weeks. Patrols are still being carried out with less frequency. No problems have arisen or been reported.



General 

The number of illegal dumpings is about average for the month with an increase in greewnwaste dumping being noted.

Overall the amount of persons using our river reserves for swimming or other forms of recreation and urban reserves has dropped off. It was noted that there were huge numbers of persons using our reserve areas during the summer period, probably a result of the long spell of fine weather and increase in numbers of persons travelling. There were some instances of damage to gates, fences etc but far less than previous seasons.

Road Safety Coordinator Update

(Information prepared by Robyn Blackburn)	R800-005-03

General

Letters to all Marlborough’s primary schools have gone out with a copy of the latest school travel survey results, ‘How to walk the walk – Marlborough’s guide to crossing the streets with Constable Sue’ brochure, and ‘Stopping and parking near a school’ flyer. Congestion around the school gate continues to be an issue for many schools.

SADD (Students Against Dangerous Driving) representatives from MGC and MBC met their Regional SADD advisor Victoria Stirling at Council on 3 March 2015, and were encouraged to develop activities in their schools in 2015. QCC representatives were unavailable to attend.

A CarFit event for older drivers is programmed for the EMOC carpark on 24 April 2015.




Safety of Motorcycles

		

		A newspaper article is planned for May in conjunction with Police programmes to address issues with winter driving and riding.

The Marlborough Motorcycle Road Safety Group (MMRSG) has again highlighted the risk that service cover lids in road riding or turning lines pose to motorcyclists. In the Motorcycle Safety Advisory Council paper ‘Making roads motorcycle friendly’ the following is recommended:







		Service covers

Metal service covers for telecommunications cables, manholes and service valves can present a very slippery surface to a motorcycle or scooter. The problem is often compounded by the cover sitting either above or below the road surface, or at the apex of a corner. Wherever practical, such access points should be located off the road. Where they need to be located on the road, covers with rough-textured surfaces or skid resistant coatings should be used. Ensure the covers are kept flush with the road surface to avoid unexpected bumps that could lead to a loss of traction.

		







		

		Three resin coated lids are in place in Marlborough and wearing well.

A service cover lid in Budge Street, on the corner with Grove Road, has caused a rider to fall off his bike after losing traction while attempting to join the flow of traffic north. A record is being made of any service cover lids that are causing an issue for motorcyclists.





Alcohol/Drug Impaired Driving

Safe and Sound @ The Top meetings to address issues relating to alcohol harm by creating a plan of action in Marlborough, will guide drink driving road safety initiatives in the future.

Safety of Young Drivers

A Learner’s driving workshop is planned for 13 and 14 April with 20 students currently registered. An MOU is being developed between the agencies to formalise eligibility for workshops particularly now that there is more buy-in and interest from other community organisations and groups.

The Rotary Young Driver Awareness programme was successfully held at the Race Course on 17 and 18 March involving Year 12 students from MGC and MBC. Fortunately this year the weather stayed fine.





Rural Road Loss of Control & Head On

Classic Fighters Tabloid advertising involved promotion of the ‘safe driving on rural roads’ message.

Radio advertising through the Cricket World Cup focused on ‘keeping left’.

Rural road loss of control and head-on crashes has been identified by The Transport Agency as an issue for Marlborough road safety partners to focus on.



BikeWalk Marlborough

(Information prepared by Robin Dunn)	C230-001-B03

In conjunction with Marlborough Roads, an Urban Cycle Fund application was lodged to NZTA for funding assistance towards the Taylor River Shared Path and Eltham/Beaver Road Cycle Lanes. A separate application was also lodged by NZTA for the Spring Creek Shared Path from Grovetown, and feedback is accepted by the end of April.

Additional Blenheim/Renwick and Central Wairau Bike Walk brochures have been printed and distributed to iSITES and the library.

Access & Mobility Forum

(Information prepared by Rosie Bartlett)	D050-001-A02

Attached are the latest minutes.

Record No. 1545984
File Ref:	D050-001-A02

Notes of the Access and Mobility Forum held in the Committee Room, Marlborough District Council on Monday 9 March 2015 at 2.30 pm

Chairperson

Clr Jenny Andrews.

Representatives Present

Rosie Bartlett (MDC). 

Russell Hopkins (Grey Power), Ricky Shadbolt (Age Concern), Lorraine Duthie (Idea Services Ltd), Ereatara Kokiri (PDA), Jean Wilson (Volunteer Community Co-ordinator), Steve Murrin (Marlborough Roads), Kathryn Donelly (Age Concern) Deanne Rooney (Support Works) Lyn Nicholls (Support Works); Lyn McKay, Cathy MacNee (Stroke Foundation);Nigel Perry (Road Safety & Picton Senior Citizens), Bill East (MDC Building Control Group Leader) and Jane Robinson and Barbara Evans (Blenheim Library)

In Attendance

Beate Gregory (Secretary MDC).

Apologies

Maurice Brown (DOC), Paula Cohen (CCS Disability Action Group), Robyn Blackburn (MDC Road Safety Co-ordinator), Ken Ham, Christine Lochead, (Foundation of the Blind), Dave Clode and Lynette Mortlock. 

Jenny welcomed everyone to the meeting and all present introduced themselves. 

Matters Arising from Minutes of Meeting – (8 December 2014)

Rosie reported that the Bocce fields at Pollard Park have been upgraded and all wood works have been redone. Upkeep of the lime stone is normally the responsibility of the Special Olympics Organisation but Council is happy to help out in this instance. 

Nelson Street Public Toilet – Ken Ham noted at the last meeting that there were no hand drying facilities in this particular toilet. Rosie advised a hand dryer will be installed shortly. Thank you to Ken for bringing this issue to our attention.

Jenny noted the importance of keeping the lines of communication open. She reminded all to get in touch with Council or Marlborough Roads if there are any issues. 

Guest Speaker – Jane Robinson & Barbara Evans (Blenheim Library) 

Jane and Barbara demonstrated to the Forum how to maximise the use of available on line library services from home. The link is www.marlboroughlibraries.govt.nz .

Jane explained members of the library can access the following services:

· Library catalogue - searches can be done on titles, keywords etc.

· The cost of placing a book on hold is $1.00.

· Home delivery to customers unable to get to the Library due to a disability, and

· Access to reputable online resources such as community databases, newspapers (national and international) etc.

Barbara explained how to access E books:

· The application to download books is called Overdrive and the website is called South Island Downloadable Zone.

· It is easy to download the application onto an IPad or tablet. PCs and laptops require Adobe Digital before Overdrive can be downloaded.

· Blenheim Library buys E Books as a consortium with other libraries in the South Island.

· No charges for borrowing E books. 

· E books can be borrowed for 7, 14 or 21 days. At the end of the chosen time the book will disappear from the device, as such there are no overdue fees.

· There are courses at the Library on how to access E books; and

· Window based computer courses are also available now.

Jenny, on behalf of the Group, thanked Jane and Barbara for their most informative presentation.

Marlborough Roads Update (Steve Murrin)

Update from last meeting;

· The pram crossing in Francis Street has been ground down.

· Damaged pedestrian refuge in Redwood Street at Horton Park has been repaired.

· Fire Station carpark, bin and bollard have been relocated, footpath repaired.

· Footpath repairs have been carried out on Eltham Road between Maxwell and Dillon Street, and Weld Street between Wither Road and the school.

Projects underway;

· The footpath reseal programme is starting next week.

· Picton CBD Upgrade to start in May and be completed by Labour Weekend.

· Lights are being installed in Fourth Lane and the walkway between Parker Street and Nelson Street.

Requests taken from the Group

· Raised footpath slabs east side of Howick Road between Cleghorn Street and Hospital Road. Also Weld Street between Hospital and Wither Road.

· Request for a new footpath on Wither Road west of Taylor Pass down to Recycle Centre.

· Rough footpath on the corner of Stephenson and Scott Street.

· Ramp on pedestrian crossing at Waikawa Road Dairy is too steep.

· Footpath on Wither Road between Blairich View and Cashmere Grove has excessive crossfall.

Jean noted that residents from Seddon have approached her for a footpath for children walking to school. Steve advised a footpath has been planned for that area. 

Nigel mentioned that the next Older Drivers’ programme is scheduled for 26 March 2015.

Nigel undertook a survey at the Weld Street, Cleghorn Street, and Redwoodtown Business Centre corner. The 20 minute survey was held on whether people were wearing seatbelts and crossing the stop line. 

The results were;

· Out of 123 drivers coming through 8 did not wear seat belts.

· Of 45 drivers passing over the stop line, 9 stopped because of traffic flow, 18 stopped correctly and 18 did not stop. 

MDC Building Control – Bill East

Bill advised that a new contract law came in on 1 January 2015. Any contract entered into with a contractor for more than $30,000 has a new set of rules that need to be adhered to. 

As of 1 April 2015 the public will be able to apply for a building consent on line. 

Jean requested an update on the rebuilding of the Stadium. Bill believed that it was underway.

Jenny asked the group, bearing in mind the new theatre and the possibility for a new library, to start thinking what facilities the Group requires and how to best present their requests.

Bill advised that all new buildings must comply with the building code. Any requests over and above that should be lobbied for by the Forum in the early stages of the build. 

Rosie said that she is hoping to have a representative from Barrier Free at the next meeting. 

Kathryn asked when the grand stand at the AMP Stadium is coming down to which Rosie replied that the grand stand is registered with the Historic Trust who is not keen for the stand to come down. The AMP Association and Council are asking for the stand to come down but it could be a long drawn out process. If a new grand stand will be built it will be in a different location in the Park. 

Road Safety Update – Rosie Bartlett (MDC) or Robyn Blackburn

Rosie explained that the Marlborough Roads Safety Community Group came to Council Annual Plan submissions last year and asked for the formation of a policy around ‘accessibility’. The purpose of the policy is that ‘Marlborough’s streets and footpaths are accessible as possible for all users’. 

In the process of formulating the policy Russell and Robyn conducted a survey which established what mobility scooter operators within Marlborough found as the main issues. The major issues hindering scooters were identified as;

· Uneven foot path surface

· Steep kerb crossings

· Obstacles such as business signs, tables, rubbish bins etc.

· Narrow paths

Rosie indicated that Frank Porter has accepted the draft policy which will be presented to the Asset and Services Committee and then to full Council. 

Rosie and Robyn spent an hour with the receptionist at Marlborough Roads where they were shown a system called Customer Relationship Management System (CRMS). Each contact such as calls, emails and walk ins. are recorded in the system. The contact is then assigned to a staff member of Marlborough Roads depending on the query. The staff member then has to feed back into the system the outcome of the issue.

Of interest to note is that not many footpath issues have been reported to Marlborough Roads.

Russell is working on an accessibility map pointing out the best routes around town for people on mobility scooters or wheelchairs. 

Jenny mentioned that she has been approached by several people with requests to tar seal an area from the road to the barrier at Oliver Park, opposite Redwoodtown School. Steve mentioned this would be an expensive exercise considering there is a footpath across the road.

Russell asked Steve, now that the survey has been completed and with the information Marlborough Roads is receiving on footpaths accessibility, will footpath repairs and new footpaths be prioritised?  Steve explained footpath repairs were held back due to the high speed broadband roll out, but are starting again now. 

Russell also queried whether the above information will be reported as a separate item to the Asset and Services Committee to which Steven replied that this could be achieved. 

Jenny acknowledged Marygold Millers passing away. 

The forum discussed whether the words ‘Pause or Stop” should be painted on to refuge crossings to alert people to check for traffic.

Reserves Update – Rosie Bartlett (MDC)

Rosie mentioned:

· There is a lot of work going on around town and the district to commemorate the 100 year Anzac Memorial celebrations. The 100 year/100 day memorial celebrations in Seymour Square are attracting around 30 to 40 people every evening. 

· Mark Witehira the Reserves Section new Planner is involved in the netball feasibility study and is looking at options to move netball from Horton to Lansdowne Park. No decisions have been made as yet.

· Due to the dry conditions trees in the Parks are suffering with several having died. 

Natural Burials Area Fairhall – Nic Crouse (MDC Reserves and Amenities Officer)

Nic explained that this District Council is one of a few councils around the country who have created a natural burial section, certified by the not-for-profit organisation Natural Burials Association

Nic noted that there are certain rules which apply including the requirement that there is no embalming, and the coffin and any burial garments are of natural materials.

Plots cannot be reserved but may be purchased through the Council when required. An option to purchase a second adjacent plot is then available. The shallow plots are slightly larger than the regular plots and a choice of shrub or tree is included. A timber marker is also supplied but no other memorials are allowed and non-natural items cannot be buried with the body. Every internment will be GPS’d so further generations have an idea where the plot is located.

Disable Change Room Table Request

Nic has been working on a proposal for a Disable Change Table within the CBD and Seddon Swimming Pool.

Nic made contact with called Barrier Free NZ. A representative from Barrier Free (Jason Strawbridge) came to Blenheim and Nic took him around the CBD and the Seddon Swimming pool. In the process it was learned that there is such a table at the Seddon School which is fixed to the wall, and one at the Aquatic Centre Stadium 2000 which is a portable table. 

Jason, who is from Wellington, noted that the whole of the Wellington CBD does not have a changing table in an open public environment. He further noted that he has never received a request to have a changing table in an open environment. 

One of the cubicles at the public amenity at the Liz Davidson place could possible work, but Jason posed the question on how to control vandalism and graffiti. The amenity would need to be locked up and people requiring access would need access to keys to unlock the equipment. All this would be rather cumbersome. 

One suggestion was to build a dedicated room during the redevelopment of the public toilets in Seymour Square, however that location is too far away from the CBD.

Another option is to build a dedicated room in the new Library development. This room could be accessed internally during the day and after hours externally, via a key card.

The disabled toilet at the Seddon swimming pool is not big enough to include a changing table. Whilst the ladies changing room has enough room it does not provide for the future when a male could require these facilities. There is no solution for Seddon as yet. 

The forum discussed these issues at lengths and suggested the following;

· Nic to speak with the pool manager at the stadium to see if the disabled change table, that is available, can be promoted for public use,

· Submission to the Annual Plan for a unisex disable change room table facility at the new library

General Business

Kathryn has a client who has to come into town on a mobility scooter but can walk around town fairly well. He wanted to know is there a scooter park in town and if not, is there a possibility to have an area set aside for scooter parking?  Jenny said she has mentioned that, if and, when the new library is built to include parking for mobility scooters. General feedback from the forum was that mobility scooter users’ normally park in front of the shop they are going to.

Russell suggested to include suitable scooter parking areas, such as Davidson Park, in the planned accessibility map.

Jenny discussed with Rosie the possibility of inviting Jason from Barrier Free to the next meeting. The forum thought this was a good idea. 

Jean spoke about a booklet published by the Older Persons Forum called ‘Get Connected’. The booklet lists social activities and clubs in Blenheim for people 65 years and over. 

Closure

The meeting closed at 4.50 pm.

Next Meetings

Monday, 25 May 2015 at 2.30 pm

Actions from Meeting

		No.

		Action

		Person Responsible



		1. 

		Submission to the Annual Plan for a unisex disable change room table facility at the new library

		Deanne



		2. 

		Speak with pool manager re access to disabled changing table 

		Nic



		3. 

		Request for repair of footpaths etc.

		Steve 
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