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Marlborough Roads

Local Road Asset Management Report – July/August 2015
(Information prepared by Frank Porter) R800-007-02

General
This report covers activities for the months of July and August 2015. These months have been quite 
cool still requiring frost and ice management. The Met Service provide a road surface temperature 
mapping service and whilst their prediction accuracy can be variable, as with any forecasting, this still 
provides a basis from which our contractors can respond with CMA and grit applications.

Development of the 2015/16 pavement rehabilitation programme is complete with final designs 
underway. Pre-reseal repairs are also underway.

Outstanding “carry-over” works on the Northbank Road bridges is complete with a final sign-off 
awaited by the bridge engineer before HPMV permits can be issued. 

SH 63 – Winter Conditions Persist

Financial Commentary
Expenditure on Maintenance and Renewals in both the subsidised and non-subsidised roading 
programme budget is two months into the financial year.

At the time of writing this report following the mid-September rains, Marlborough Roads are aware that 
some storm damage has occurred but will not exceed the threshold where a storm damage claim can 
be lodged with the Transport Agency. The costs of any restoration will be funded within the 
maintenance account where possible otherwise a call will be required. 
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Graphs for maintenance and renewal expenditure are provided below:

Monthly Activities

Network Outcomes Contract
This contract continues to run satisfactorily. The contractor is comfortably within expected contract 
tolerances with the Contract Board recommending the Key Results Area (KRA) payment based on a 
“Best Practice” score for the 2014/15 financial year.

Over the two-month period, the Operational Performance Measures independent audit has identified 
one non-compliance on the state highway network and two on the local roads network. This is well 
below threshold levels. 
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The greatest area of concern has been the difficulty in completing the pavement rehabilitation work on 
the Rai Saddle Hill, SH 6. The onset of winter meant the HEB/Opus Joint Venture (JV) were unable to 
complete the seal coat. Consequently the JV have had to maintain the gravelled surface over winter 
and early Spring. This surface has become rough at times and has consequently drawn some 
inevitable public concerns.

Marlborough Roads Activities
Steve Murrin is on leave to recover from knee surgery and is not expected to return till mid-October. 
Peter McDonald is assisting with Steve’s functions.

The network team have been extremely busy with Corridor Access Requests (CARs) particularly so,
now that the two-year warranty periods are coming due and require inspection and sign-off by 
Marlborough Roads staff. 

The office has lost the HEB resource (Chelsea van der Burgh) to assist with heavy vehicle over-weight 
permitting. Much of this work has been passed through to the Highways bridge contractor (Opus) but 
is still requiring input from the Marlborough Roads network staff. An additional contracted resource
has been brought in on a part-time basis to assist with administrative activities.

All senior staff are involved in national Transport Agency functions which whilst demanding on their 
time is invaluable for staff development and reflects well on the Marlborough collaborative effort. 

Project Status

State Highways
The Spring Creek Roundabout Safety Audit is complete to the stage where the designers are 
responding to the audit. The audit is endeavouring to simplify the design as much as possible. The 
Transport Agency has lodged its Notice of Requirement for designations and consenting with the full 
Hearing scheduled for later in October. A pre-hearing meeting was held with the adjacent Four Square 
business in an endeavour to streamline the consenting process.

The indicative Business Cases for the Opawa and Wairau River bridges is still to be processed by the 
Ministry of Transport.

Stakeholder workshops are proposed in September to establish “the problem” and consequent 
benefits to enable development of the Strategic Case for improvements to the Picton-Christchurch 
SH 1 route.

Local Roads
The Jacksons Road/Old Renwick Road intersection is complete.

The Hodder Bridge is available for Class I traffic. There has been a delay in sourcing replacement 
hanger rods although this is not affecting the bridge strength.

The Northbank HPMV bridge upgrade programme is complete and with the Kaka Bridge substantially 
complete the route is available for HPMV traffic.

Communications
Marlborough Roads staff have been busy through July and August consulting with many sectors of the 
community. The following table identifies some of those contacts made during the month.
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Picton Business Group CBD Works – SH1 Changes

Port Company SH1 Changes

French Pass Residents Wharf Damage

Elie Bay Residents Roading Issues

Renwick Cycle Group Cycling Issues

Bike Walk Marlborough Meeting

Opus NZ GM Meeting

Mobility Forum Meeting

Customer Database Information
The following information is taken from the Transport Agencies CRMS database for July 2015.

Compliment 8 (6%)

Comment 92 (67%)

Requests 27 (19%)

Complaints 10 (7%)

Feedback 1 (1%)

Mobility Issues

The following information is taken from the Transport Agencies CRMS database for August 2015.

Compliment 2 (1%)

Comment 70 (50%)

Requests 52 (37%)

Complaints 12 (9%)

Feedback 4 (3%)

Mobility Issues

Road Safety
Marlborough continues to display a downward trend in serious crashes. There is no doubt that road 
improvements continue to save serious trauma. The picture below shows the Utawai guardrail 
damaged in July which prevented any injuries. The crash resulted from an overtaking manoeuvre. 
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Damaged Utawai Guardrail

All Crashes
Crash numbers continue to trend downward in Marlborough although minor crashes are higher than 
the previous July.

The key performance measure, Death and Serious Injuries (DSI); remains at a low level

Zero Harm
The Transport Agency continues to develop its Zero Harm Policy and is working with its suppliers to 
improve Health and Safety Outcomes.
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In July and August the HEB/Opus JV reported 19 incidents:

6 ....... Near miss vehicle incidents (4 July, 2 August)

1 ....... Near miss non-vehicle incidents (August)

0 ....... First Aid Injuries

1 ....... Medical Treatment Injury (August)

1 ....... Restricted Work injuries (August)

A new standardised measure has been adopted to measure health and safety performance. This 
measure is based on the sum of serious harm, lost time, medical treatment and restricted work injuries 
over a period of time then expresses this in terms of a ratio of hours worked over a lifetime. 

Marlborough Roads have reported one near miss incident involving a motor vehicle. 

The Transport Agency is nationally monitoring all vehicles. Marlborough Roads staff have not 
exceeded the 100 km/h limit during the reported period.
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Rivers and Drainage Section – Activity Report

Wairau River
The first round for the season of stop bank and berm mowing has been completed. Selected tree 
removal and maintenance along stop banks has also been completed. Final planting of exotics and 
natives have now been completed for this season also. Over 2,600 willow and poplar poles and over 
3,000 mixed native/exotic species have been planted along the Wairau river berms. Poplar harvesting
is currently taking place where the trees are posing a threat to safety and/or are at an opportune stage 
to harvest with suitable local machinery.

Lower Wairau River 
The bank edge at the Blenheim Rowing Club 
has been repaired (spray damage resulting in 
willows being killed) with some re-battering of 
the bank and additional suitable planting being 
carried out. In addition some rock rip rap was 
afforded along an eroding bank line at 
launching ramp.

Wairau Diversion
Tidy up of burn piles and berms have been
completed at Neals Road and at Bothams 
bend. 

Wairau Floodplain and 
Tributaries

Taylor River (Dam – Burleigh)
A section of privately owned river bank has 
been repaired with a rock rip rap revetment. 
This work is managed by Council but paid for 
by the landowner. 

Omaka River
A full maintenance run has been carried out 
downstream of Hawkesbury Road Bridge. This 
has included over 200 m of fairway clearing of 
overhanging trees, 6 km of stop bank and berm 
mowing, planting of 495 poplars and willows for 
erosion control, burning of historic flood debris 
piles and some light anchored tree protection.

Gibsons Creek 
Some investigation work is being done to 
determine best methodology and likely cost to 
remove the sediment aggrading in the sediment 
pond immediately upstream of the SVIS control 
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gate. The costs are likely to be significant. A small report will be furnished with recommendation to 
Council for scope of works, costs and timing. 

A small section at Hammond Road was cleaned and had silt deposits removed in conjunction with 
other work being carried out at the SVIS pump station intake.

Wither Hills
This seasons Nassella tussock control programme has been completed. 

Track maintenance: Culvert and gabion drop structure has been installed in the top of Mapps 
on the mid catchment road. Under runners over mid catchment roads have 
been treated to enable vehicle traffic. Some surface gravelling of these 
locations may be necessary as they are treacherous when wet.

Fence maintenance: Minor fence maintenance has been undertaken in Mapps along parts of the 
gully fences.

Tree Maintenance: Clearing around recent plantings has occurred in Mapps, however, this 
year’s planting programme has been deferred due to delayed arrival of tree 
stocks and very dry ground conditions.

Programme Planning: Planning this season’s erosion control programme has commenced with 
contractors requested to price various activities from grass spraying, 
dozing of tunnel gullies, cultivation and sowing of seed and fertiliser.

Weed control programme: Contractors are due to commence hand spraying of scattered gorse and 
broom plants in around the old Rifle range, lower Mapps and eastern 
catchments of the farm park.

Opossum Control:  A small control programme is proposed to commence shortly using 
trapping techniques.

Ongoing work is being done to progress the infrastructure requirements for the farm.

The next operations management meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 29 October. 

Drainage

Network Extension
Drainage extension project commenced at Morgans Road and Nursery Drain. A new drain was 
constructed adjacent to Morgans Road Nursery and will provide improved drainage to 3 or 4 
properties (see photo below).

New Drains Vickerman Street, Dillons Point, Mills and Ford Rd, Cobb Cottage and Stuart St Drain 
cleared of trees and debris

Drainage Maintenance
Annual inspection of Lower Spring Creek for willow cut/spray back completed. Resulting maintenance 
works will start in 2-3 weeks.

Priority pump station drains have had batters mown recently.

Excavations of drains at Woolleys’ property Tuamarina have been completed prior to viticultural 
conversion. 3423 metres completed.
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The notification for the spring drain spray maintenance 
has been advertised with work due to begin shortly.

Spray monitoring
A brief is being prepared for the ecological monitoring of 
24 spring fed streams on the Wairau plains. This 
monitoring is a repeat of some baseline monitoring 
completed in 2002 and is a condition of Resource 
Consent U070702 that authorises the Rivers Section 
use of agrichemicals in waterways and drains on the 
Wairau Plains to control aquatic weeds. 

The purpose of the monitoring is to get an updated 
assessment of the ecological health of these waterways 
and enable a comparison with the baseline 2002 
assessment. The field work will be completed in 
February and March 2016. The resource consent 
requires one further monitoring before it expires in 
February 2019.

U070702 also requires further dissolved oxygen monitoring. Dissolved oxygen levels can drop in a 
post sprayed waterway as the treated vegetation dies. Four waterways are proposed to be monitored 
before/after spraying this spring – Murphys Creek, Caseys Creek, Drain C and Kellys Creek. This 
information will be required to support, or otherwise, the renewal of the current consent.

Riverlands Floodway Stopbank Upgrading
Work has now commenced on the design and land requirements for the final section of the floodway 
upgrade immediately downstream of the railway bridge. Preliminary discussions have been held with 
the landowner.

Redwood Street/Town Branch Upgrade
Some further more detailed investigation and design work will shortly commence in the section of the 
Town Branch drain between Redwood Street and the Rileys Drain confluence. An adjacent landowner 
(Paul Ham) has asked that the upgrades on this reach be brought forward so he can complete his 
Easthaven Place development.

The aim is to complete this preliminary investigation by early November so that the preferred upgrade 
option for the whole Redwood Street/Town Branch upgrade, and immediate implementation actions 
can be presented to the Committee for approval.

Floodway Reserves
Work undertaken includes:

 RSA Olive Grove cleared of accumulated weeds and debris.

 Reserve 36 Upper Opawa has been leased to adjacent landowner who sold it to Council.

 Infilling of replacement plantings at various woodlot blocks in floodway areas

 Harvest of pine block at Casey’s Road Blind River

 Various reserve mowing
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Picton, Sounds and Awatere
On 23 September heavy rain fell in the Picton catchments, the Tuamarina catchments and in the hills 
to the south of Blenheim. This was a typical easterly rain storm with the majority of the rain falling over 
the morning. Event totals were up to about 80 mm which is not particularly large.

The Waitohi River rose quickly but stayed easily within floodway capacity limits. Similarly for the 
Waikawa River with no damage reported.

There was extensive flood of the Tuamarina River flats and the Omaka and Taylor Rivers’ rose 
sufficiently to cause road and walkway/footbridge closures. There is some bank erosion damage in the 
Omaka River including at the Hawkesbury Road Bridge where the SVIS water main crosses. Repairs 
are planned for next week.

Investigations, Planning and Miscellaneous

Lower Wairau River Stopbank Improvement Works 
“Ngati Rarua Reach” progress:

 A brief was developed for the Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA), and monitors for the 
geotechnical investigations and subsequent construction work, led by Ngati Rarua Trust, to 
engage Tiakina te Taiao Ltd. This task will also include the training of monitors to be based in the 
Marlborough District. The final CIA report, signed-off by the Trust, is expected during the first 
week of October 2015.

 Draft design options of the stopbank upgrade and re-alignment were completed at the end of 
August 2015.

 Initial consultation on the above will commence once the geotechnical investigations have been 
completed. This work cannot commence until the final CIA report has been received.

“McDonalds Reach” progress:

 The additional survey required to review and complete the initial concept design is complete. We 
are now awaiting the updated plans.

 Affected landowners have been contacted regarding the option(s) development and any potential 
impact on their property.

 Due to ongoing erosion issues on the river bank and toe of the stopbank, in this particular reach, 
emphasis has been put to remediate this before we move to final design.

Renwick Lower Terrace – Flood Risk Assessment and Mitigation Options 
Development
Aurecon Consulting Engineers have been appointed to lead this investigation. The main tasks, though 
not limited to, for the investigations will include:

 Hydrological and Hydraulic assessment and modelling

 Flood Risk Assessment

 Mitigation Options and Residual Risks: identification, concept design and costing where 
appropriate

 Final report with recommendations and agreed outcomes / options to be reported to the 
Committee for adaptation
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The final deliverable of the project programme, see below, is expected at the end of January 2016.

Renwick Flood Risk Assessment – Project Programme

Rivers Maintenance Contracts
Rivers Section two key maintenance contracts have been retendered and successful tenderers 
appointed.

Simcox Construction Ltd was successful with the Heavy Plant contract and will commence the new 
contract on 20 October 2015. Three tenders were received for this contract.

Downer NZ Ltd was successful with the Strategic Labour contract and will commence on 19 December 
2015 as this provides a better transition date from the current incumbent – Dave Fowler Contracting 
Ltd. The later change over date enables the spring drain spray programme to be completed by the 
current contractor before Downers take over the high labour input maintenance work. Six tenders were 
received for this contract.

Both successful contractors won on a combination of strong attributes and sharp pricing.

Gravel Extraction
 The annual gravel allocation year commences on the 1 March each year.

 Gravel extraction figures for the 6 month period up to 31 August 2015 is as follows:

Wairau River from “Waihopai River confluence to the Ferry Road 
Bridge”, where the annual allocation has been reduced to 109,000 m3 for 
2015/16.

72,191 m3 =
66.2% of annual 
allocation

Other rivers within in the district (incl. Sounds, Upper Wairau & Awatere) 32,073 m3

Total volume of extraction (March to April) for the Marlborough District 104,264 m3
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 The allocation has been reduced from 245,000 m³/yr in 2012/13, to 121,500 m3/yr in 2014/15, and 
now 109,000 m3/yr for 2015/16, as agreed in the 2012 gravel extraction review.

 Due to the reduction in gravel allocation in the Wairau River between the Waihopai confluence 
and the Ferry Road Bridge, contractors have had to look further afield for gravel supply. This year 
T C Nicholls has been extracting gravel from the Waihopai River at the Maori Ford Bridge above 
the Waihopai Dam. Gill Construction Ltd is developing a base at 1836 State Highway 63 to 
access gravel from the Wairau River at the Loddon Reach. These developments have occurred 
after consultation with the Rivers Group when looking for further sources of gravel.

 Sales from MDC stockpiles were 67 m3.

Quarries

Pukaka
Demand for by-product materials from the quarry remain strong helping with the revenue line.

The quarry is well placed to supply rock for a number of river works sites including new capital works 
in the lower Wairau River and in the lower Tuamarina. We have good stockpiles of the key grades on 
the floor ready for cartage and placement.

Hillersden
Safety upgrades at Hillersden Quarry are nearing completion. This includes strengthening of the 
access bridge, safety bunding, fence and signage upgrades.
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Services and Operations

Education Report Term 3, 2015
(Information prepared by Annie McDonald, Education Officer) E340-001-001

Enviroschools
Aims: To successfully manage and facilitate all Enviroschools in the programme. This 

includes comprehensive staff training for new schools; support and professional 
development for schools taking on theme areas of the Enviroschools programme, 
assistance with schools who are taking on action projects and reflection on the 
programme including facilitation of Enviroschools reflections. There are 25
Enviroschools in Marlborough in the Enviroschools programme and the Marlborough 
Kindergarten Association. This equates to 80% of our schools.

Outcomes:
 Springlands School were supported to reflect at the Green Gold level for the second time. The 

Enviroschools Regional Coordinator from Tasman took part in the reflection. After a whole school 
powhiri, Springlands students set up the Springlands Amazing Eco Race to show their projects 
and programmes. This was an innovative way to share their depth of practice around 
Enviroschools. They also invited past students to talk about how the Springlands Enviroschools 
programme has impacted on them and what they have done with the learning in their current 
schools. It was clear that Springlands have maintained their green gold level; in fact they have 
surpassed this. Their goal is to “make a difference“ and they clearly are doing this in their school 
and the wider community.

 A successful ten year celebration of the Enviroschools programme in the Marlborough region was 
held with support from our partners at DOC and the Marlborough Kindergarten Association. The 
event was attended by many of our Enviroschools and four kindergartens as well as the 
Enviroschools national manager and projects coordinator. We also gratefully acknowledge the 
support from Robert Hutchinson in helping us to organize the tree planting on the Taylor River 
walkway.

 Our ten year celebration was followed by a teacher workshop to look at support for action in 
Enviroschools. This included looking at national and local Enviroschools resources and 
opportunities to work alongside DOC on local projects. This was well attended by 20 teachers.

 Enviroschools signs were developed and are being delivered to all Enviroschools as part of the 
ten year recognition celebration.

 A planning meeting was held with Fairhall School to look at options for further development for 
their green gold programme and to discuss options for their Green Gold review next year. A
review meeting of the Enviroschools programme was held with the Marlborough Kindergarten 
Association to reflect on the last two years of the programme and to plan for next steps. It is 
exciting to see all kindergartens now in the Enviroschools programme, most reflecting and bronze 
level over the last year and now working towards deepening their practice. We acknowledge 
Heather Graham and Kathryn Richards for their leadership in facilitating the programme in the 
kindergartens and for supporting the Enviroschools programme regionally.

 We assisted the Tasman region in helping Salisbury School to reflect at the Green Gold level.

 A number of our schools are now ready to reflect at the next level of Enviroschools so we have 
been holding pre reflection workshops at these schools with both staff and students. Four schools 
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have indicated that are ready for a silver reflection and two for green gold. These reflections will 
be held in term 4.

 We put together new tabs for our regional pages on the Enviroschools website to share our local 
stories and resources  http://www.enviroschools.org.nz/in_your_region/marlborough.

 An introductory meeting was held with Richmond View School on the Enviroschools programme.

 An application was made to The Toimata Foundation (formerly The Enviroschools Foundation) for 
funds to train a secondary schools teacher to help develop the programme in secondary schools,  
to develop transition meetings to help students connect in with environmental programmes at their 
future schools, and to run teacher workshops on reflection and Maori perspectives in 
Enviroschools. This was successful.

 Enviroschools facilitators attended a ready for reflection workshop in the Nelson/Tasman region to  
help gain information and to prepare for our workshop here next year.

General Schools Programmes
Aims: To encourage schools to reduce waste and conserve water use and provide 

opportunities for learning. 

Outcomes:
 Six Springlands Senior classes were given a guided tour of the Resource Recovery Centre, 

Transfer Station, Hazardous Waste Store and Compost site. Students were then encouraged to 
take a plan and take action to reduce waste in their school.

 Water talks were given to two schools. One was supported by Paul Mustey, one of our treatment 
operators who impressed the students with a number of hands on water tests as this class was 
focused on the science of water.

 Support was given to schools wanting to take part in the Keep New Zealand Beautiful Clean up 
week.

Kids’ Edible Gardens
Aims: To successfully manage and facilitate the Kids’ Edible Garden programme. This 

includes developing resources to support the programme, training and professional 
development for teachers and facilitators.

Outcomes:
 A new facilitator support programme has been further developed with Angela Wentworth taking on 

this part time role. We have 18 Kids Edible garden facilitators and this role helps to ensure that we 
provide good training and support.

 We recently held a facilitator meeting at Bohally Intermediate in their impressive backyard edible 
garden with professional development provided on pruning the many fruit trees we have provided 
to schools.

 Facilitators have been offered the opportunity to attend a relevant workshop as part of the Garden 
Marlborough programme.

 The Kids Edible Garden programme is also ten years old in our region this year. To celebrate this, 
in term 4  schools will hold open days in their school gardens so parents and community members 
can come and see the programme in action.
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 A review of the programme will also be conducted in term 4 to provide next steps for the 
programme.

Sustainable Living
Aims: To link the Sustainable Living single topics to the Enviroschools’ theme areas. This 

allows for schools to offer single topic seminars to their school community on topics 
that students are studying from the Enviroschools’ theme areas which include waste, 
water, living landscapes, ecological buildings and energy.

Outcomes:
 We have been working with the Sustainable Living National Coordinator to update our 

Marlborough page on the Sustainable Living website and to look at options for a registration page 
for interested residents who would like to take part in a Sustainable Living course.
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Reserves and Amenities Section Activity Report
(Information prepared by Rosie Bartlett, Robert Hutchinson, Robin Dunn, Nic Crous, 
Mark Witehira, Robyn Blackburn, Murray Morgan, Brad Molony) R510-009-000-01

Blenheim Parks and Reserves

Pollard Park
Spring has started so the lawns and gardens are starting to grow again, along with the plants we want 
to grow it means that the weeds are also on the move.

Maintenance of the gardens and lawns is the main task at hand; all garden areas have been weeded 
and tidied. 

Lawns are on a spray programme to remove the weeds and to be fertilised. 

The daffodils and tulips are looking great at the moment with the spring annuals starting to put on their 
show of colour.

Camellias are still in flower, so weekly collection of the dead flowers is still happening to reduce the 
risk of camellia blight. Camellia blight is a common problem in New Zealand, so picking up the dead 
flower heads reduces the chance of it spreading around the plants.

It spreads by wind-borne spores blowing onto healthy flowers, making them go brown and dropping 
the flowers to the ground, the dropped flowers then put the spores back into the soil which then grow,
forming new spores and the cycle starts again.

Seymour
Maintenance is on-going in Seymour Square; all annual beds have been weeded and hoed. All other 
areas have been weeded, mowed and tidied. Lawns have been sprayed to kill the weeds.

Lansdowne Park
Softball began their senior season at the park on the first weekend of October. A large amount of work
has been under taken to ensure an enjoyable start to the season. 

Development Lansdowne North for Softball
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College Park
A lot of work has gone on by Marlborough Hockey in and around the Park to ensure it is spick and 
span for the two International Hockey tests that are programmed to be held over the weekend of 
3 October.

Rutledge Place Reserve
A new play structure has been installed at this small reserve and signs are it is being well used 
already.

Taylor River
The first real flood of the season hit the Taylor River in late September. This was the first chance to 
test out the new public warning system installed following the brave rescue of the local girl caught in 
flood waters.

The new barriers and signage worked well but it was disappointing people still chose to ignore them 
and access the river or removed them.

Some slight adjustments to the how they are attached will make it harder for the public to remove 
them in the next flood.

New signs closing off public access to the Taylor River

Camborne Green
Two new pieces of play equipment have been installed in the park; one piece is a basket swing that is 
great for people with disabilities. The other is a spinning disc which is designed for younger children.

New basket swing at Camborne Green
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Athletic Park
The cycle track reseal project is now complete, there is now a hot mix track with new bright white lines.

Wither Hills Farm Park

Events
Several Cross Countries and Duathlons have been held at this venue over recent weeks and the Farm 
Manager, Peter Ryan, has been most obliging with stock movement around events. 

Mountain Bike and Walking Track Upgrade and Additional Signage

A new, grade two mountain bike trail is now largely complete, this links the Rifle Range Carpark to the 
top of the  Mountain Bike Park.

This has been funded and driven by the Marlborough Mountain Bike Club with Kevin Wilson largely 
managing the project. Chris Mildon, Tasman Trails Ltd designed these trails and is now constructing
them along with Edgride Construction who generously made an excavator available at minimal cost.

Weed Control
Valley Pest Control Services are undertaking weed control within the QEII Covenant, Sutherland 
Stream and also a possum control trapping programme.

Community Planting – Harling Ridge

A community planting day took place with 15 local residents participating on Saturday, 5 September.
250 native hardy species were planted to replace the shrub wattles, which were removed in June as a 
result of complaints regarding respiratory issues.

Harling Park Planting day
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Renwick Reserves

Renwick Domain
Council and Scouts NZ have signed the lease contract to allow the 21st Scout Jamboree use of 
Renwick Domain during December 2016 - January 2017.

Rousehill Reserve
Gum trees are once again being trimmed, to control the ongoing mess from these mature trees and 
complaints by neighbours.

Awatere and Flaxbourne Reserves

Awatere
The netball court on the Seddon Domain has had new duel basketball/netball hoops installed these 
have been set up outside of the netball court dimension so that they will not affect netball games. 
Separate netball hoops will be reinstalled for games.

The design for the upgrade of the Seddon Sports pavilion is due to be finalised shortly and anticipating 
for work to commence in November 2015.

Swimming Pools

Seddon Pool
Currently waiting for quotes to repaint the Seddon pool, work is likely to be completed during the off 
season in 2016.

Picton Reserves

Victoria Domain 
Two new, Grade 2 to 3 mountain bike trails have now been completed in the Domain. 

New mountain bike track in Picton
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Those marked in green have now been completed through Pub Charity funding as sourced by the 
Marlborough Mountain Bike Club and John Pickering driving this project. Gravelling of the clay based 
sections of the trail is currently underway, with Council assisting with signage.
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Weed and Pest Control Programme 

Ongoing weed control will take place this summer within the Domain, along with a specific sycamore 
control programme. Additional funding is required to adequately contain this invasive pest weed.

The recently established ‘Dawn Chorus Trust’, is keen to undertake possum control within the Domain 
to create a ‘Halo’ effect around Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary.

Guardian’s of Victoria Domain are also keen to assist with weed control and tree planting of totora and 
large tree indigenous species. 

Queen Charlotte Lookout
Following the weeding of the slope during winter, the area will be closely monitored during early 
summer to address young weed growth.

Picton Foreshore 
The lighting upgrade project was completed in mid-September with an inaugural “switch-on” taking 
place on Friday, 18 September at 7.30 pm. The lighting designer for the project will be visiting 
Marlborough in early October and the entire foreshore area will be re-evaluated with him (after dark) to 
address any additional zones (such as the area where the “bunker” will be removed). 

The cruise ship craft markets are due to start in early October and an on-site meeting has been held 
with Roger Kett (Lions) to address market stalls issues, such as tent pegs penetrating underground 
irrigation pipes, locations of stalls and public toilet issues.

Shelley Beach
Lighting at the public facility is to be checked in respect of Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design requirements.

High Street
Bedding plants (annuals) in High Street plots and the foreshore plots are currently looking attractive 
and are ready for early summer.

Public Conveniences

Queen Street
Vandalism remains rife in this facility, predominantly door locks and toilet blockages.

London Quay
A proposal for a second exeloo (backing onto the existing facility) is being investigated for the eastern 
end of the foreshore. It is proposed that externally the new unit will match the existing one, but have 
only ambulant toilets, as the existing units are both disabled-accessible. Should this proposal go 
ahead, installation will be in approximately March 2016.

The option of providing a Portacom unit on-site for the summer period (to alleviate the congestion at 
the toilets) is to be investigated.

Waikawa foreshore
Use of this facility is once again increasing rapidly as the seasonal change begins.
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Shelley Beach
The new facility is proving popular and has generated positive feedback.

Seymour Square
The design for the new facility at Seymour is progressing well, with an emphasis on the design 
complimenting the courthouse. The new facility will have entrances from both the park and the road 
sides and is likely to be tendered early in 2016.

Wither Hills Farm Park Car Park - Taylor Pass Entrance 
This unit is well used for events in the Wither Hills and despite the heavy usage, levels of vandalism 
are very low.

Skatepark Exeloo
The roof on this ageing unit has been found to be leaking quite badly and will shortly be having 
repairs.

Linkwater
This new unit is becoming more popular as travellers discover it along the route.

Seddon
Vandalism and graffiti outbreaks are still quite common at this unit.

Cemeteries

Fairhall
The new Niche/Memorial wall is just about complete and options are being considered for temporary 
frontages on the niches. Other options for space-saving initiatives in the cemetery are being 
considered.

Picton
The memorial restoration project is underway, initially addressing headstones and memorials which 
are considered to be a safety threat.

General
CBD Upgrade Projects
Development of the Mitchell Sport and City Hotel sites are progressing and in lieu of paying any 
licence fee for the sites Council will be discounting rates. Below are concept designs for the areas. 
The Mitchell Sport site has a sporting theme and the City Hotel an art theme. Both are designed to 
attract families into the CBD providing activities.
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City Hotel Site
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Mitchell Sport Site
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Contracts 

Street and Carpark Trees and Plots Contract 

This contract expires on 30 November 2015 and has been re-tendered, with tender award proposed 
by 16 October 2015.

The annual target of 100 replacement street trees, have now been planted and several street plots 
have recently been upgraded.

Maxwell Road and Robalan Place Street Plot

Heritage/Notable Trees
After recent arborist tree inspections of many of the districts heritage trees, letters have been sent to 
some owners identifying recommended remedial works. Work is also being done on a number of 
Council owned trees.

Installation of plaques on trees is proposed, as they do assist with education and tree protection, as 
they raise awareness of the trees significance. 

Rangers’ Report
(Information prepared by Murray Morgan/Kevin Hawkins) R510-006-02, R510-005-04

Graffiti 
There has been one incident in Blenheim with tagging in the CBD area Car Park building. Two 
offenders were located for this and are currently before the court. There was also an incident of 
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tagging in Picton where the offender was also located and is before the court. In both cases reparation 
has been asked for.

Freedom Camping
Freedom Camping is still quiet with very few persons camping in prohibited areas. The total number 
moved on in September was four campers. It is noted however that some of our designated areas are 
getting some higher numbers of late, so as the warmer weather nears the numbers of people will 
increase also.

General 
Illegal dumpings are about average for the period with the main areas between SH 1 and SH 6 on 
Wairau Riverbanks. There has been a slight increase in the number pigs, sheep, deer carcasses 
located with 10 being removed last month.

Illegal Dumping Graph

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100

Freedom Camping Numbers for 2015 

Homeless

Non Contained

Self Contained

Picton

 Phone Recorded

Infringements issued

0

5

10

15

20

25

Total Dumping m3

Green waste Dumping m3

Assets & Services Committee – 13 October 2015 – Page 26



A motor vehicle caused damage to the grass section of Henderson Street reserve recently with the 
area having to be re-worked and over sown with grass seed. Inquiries are being carried out with  
confidence of locating the person responsible.

There are currently about 19 Self Contained vehicles at the Diversion under the permit system for 
whitebaiters to camp. There has been no issues to date.

Road Safety Coordinator Update
(Information prepared by Robyn Blackburn) R800-005-03

General
Report from the Traffic Institute New Zealand (Trafinz) Conference

Transport Futures – The changing face of transport
12 – 14 August 2015

The conference this year was in Dunedin and as in previous years the focus was on how New Zealand 
and the rest of the world view the changing face of transport. Below is a summary of the speakers that 
made a big impact in terms of road safety and sustainable transport.

Professor Mark Stevenson - University of Melbourne 
Spoke about the changing demands and transport experiences in the future and reflected on the 
achievements in the road safety space. His presentations included highlighting the need for transport 
in the 21st century to be integrated across all urban systems, and also on cities that no longer 
encourage or support car use but place an emphasis on public transport, walking, cycling, and shared 
transport. 

Helen McNaught and Chris Foley – Ministry of Transport
Spoke about the Safer Journeys 3rd and final action plan for 2016-2020 and issues associated with 
congestion, interlocks and rehabilitation for recidivist drink drivers, collision technology, young driver 
licencing fees, and distraction – employer based responsibility.

Jenny Dickinson – NZ Transport Agency
Spoke about their signature programmes:

 High risk young drivers in South Auckland
 Walking and cycling (Future Streets) in South Auckland
 Visiting drivers in Otago, Southland, and West Coast

Jenny’s focus as the Principal Regional Advisor Southern Region was the tourist crashes in the 
bottom of the South. Statistics indicate that tourists like to drive themselves when they come to 
New Zealand especially in the south where there are vast open roads with little traffic. Serious injury 
crashes involving drivers on overseas licences mostly involve rental cars on the open road in the 
summer months and in the early evening. 

Interventions include:

 Collaborating with rental car companies to look at their obligations in terms of their licences, 
the option to assess drivers before they are able to rent vehicles, and the rental car fleet 
safety ratings

 Produce flyers, videos, and develop training modules (visitingdrivers@NZTA.govt.nz) for 
Tourist Association to distribute

 Review road markings and placement of rest areas and ‘photo opportunity’ pull over places
 Complete a number of route audits to assess roading infrastructure suitability
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Tom Forster – Ministry of Transport
Spoke about increased urbanisation forcing new compromises between communities and freight 
providers as population and economic change alter the nature of movement. Technologies like 
wireless networks, big data and driverless vehicles have the potential to change how freight and 
people move.

Local and central government planning needs to consider what society will want to do by 2042 taking 
into account that this may be dictated by what society can afford to do. Tom suggested that rather 
than “predict and provide” (which seems to be current thinking) planners should look to “decide and 
provide” but take people on the journey with them. 

Dougal List – NZ Transport Agency
Spoke about how cycling has become big business at the agency and how the agency is looking to 
team up with partners to increase total annual cycling trips in New Zealand by 10 million before 2019. 

Programmes are already stimulating local government to increase commitment to cycling by planning 
infrastructure that targets ‘interested but concerned’ potential cyclists. 

Stuart Ross – ACC Injury Prevention Portfolio – Roading Manager
Spoke about future key focus areas to achieve positive change in road safety over the next 3-5 years.

 Young people aged 16 – 24 
 Motorcyclists

Issues to deal with include:

 Increase Ride Forever rider training numbers. 2500 trained in 2014/15
 Scooter riders who do not identify themselves as motorcyclists
 70% of young people are risk takers

Travel Safe Team (Taranaki/ Bay of Plenty)
Spoke about developing sustainable Travel Safe programmes alongside their communities that have 
long-term outcomes and benefits. 

Chris Neason – Waimakariri District Council
Spoke about professional development being offered to teachers throughout the country to arm them 
with the skills to integrate road safety into the New Zealand curriculum. NZ Transport Agency 
education portal workshops support the schools to encourage teacher participation and provide the 
tools for teachers to implement programmes.

Dave Cull – Dunedin Mayor
Spoke about revitalisation of an urban area and in particular reversing Dunedin’s Warehouse precinct 
area decline. Dunedin City Council has worked with building owners to transform the area by 
encouraging investment without having to provide expensive amenity improvements. Buildings are 
being sold and transformed into attractive apartment blocks with cafes and offices, with consideration 
given to changing street landscape, and more importantly, sustainable travel road access to add to the 
attractiveness of the area. 

Images from a walk through the Warehouse Precinct
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Chris Orr – A Blind Pedestrian in the 21st century
Spoke about how local government needed to design roadways for sight impaired pedestrians similar 
to those used in the 18 and 19 centuries when road use was shared. Vehicles moved slowly and 
people’s clothes rustled allowing the sight impaired an opportunity to get out of the way. 

Chris asked planners  to seek advice from those people using the pedestrian paths when designing 
their urban areas.

Professor Shanthi Ameratunga – University of Auckland
Spoke about alcohol harm in our society and recent research from an intervention programme that 
demonstrates how imperative it is to regulate alcohol and address its harmful effects on drinkers and 
others.

In 2014 for every alcohol or drug affected driver or rider who was killed in a road crash, 47 passengers 
and 17 sober road users died with them.

In terms of what is causing harm to society, alcohol leads the way ahead of all other drugs.

In 2013 – 34% of all fatal crashes were people aged 15 to 24. When surveyed one in four young 
people would get into a car with a driver they knew had been drinking. Youth are reckless and we 
have known that for centuries.

Studies also discovered that those people from deprived areas keen to get support for alcohol related 
issues struggled to get access to the health services they needed.

Axel Wilke – Viastrada Limited
Spoke about the availability of  professional training courses relating to planning and design for cycling 
that can contribute to a safe system for New Zealand roads. Upcoming professional opportunities 
would be relevant to managers and decision makers as they will highlight the need for upskilling staff 
within their organisations. It was explained that planning and designing for cycling is not as easy as 
‘riding a bike’ and that learning can not rely on common sense.

Axel explained there are four types of cyclists.

 Strong and fearless
 Enthused and confident
 Interested but concerned
 No way, no how

The first two groups make up 10% of the population and will use roads and cycle lanes.

The third group makes up 60% of the population and they require separation from other road users.

The fourth group make up 30% of the population and they won’t cycle

Paul Durdin – Abley Transportation Consultants
Spoke about a new web based Aust Road tool that quantifies the level of service (or walkability) 
experienced by pedestrians, pedestrian safety implications and incorporates a full economic 
evaluation using the various Australia and New Zealand evaluation guidelines. This is a smarter tool 
for selecting safe and effective pedestrian crossing places among other improvements.

Image from a walk through the Warehouse Precinct
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Image from a walk through the Warehouse Precinct

Joe Bourque – Strategic Transport Manager Southland District Council
Spoke about a new tool they are trialing particularly on gravel and remote roads in the region. Road 
Roid uses Smartphone and Swedish Cloud technologies to gather data from having appliances in 
trucks (mainly Fonterra trucks) that travel the roads every day. Road condition data is collected and 
gets reported back to the Council as soon as the following day. Issues or repairs to roads can be 
addressed much more quickly and this reduces the possibility of vehicles (predominately tourists) 
crashing.

BikeWalk Marlborough
(Information prepared by Robin Dunn) C230-001-B03

Attached are the latest minutes.
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Access & Mobility Forum
(Information prepared by Rosie Bartlett) D050-001-A02

Below are the latest minutes.
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