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Executive Summary

Introduction
Marlborough Netball is currently located at Horton Park, Blenheim, and shares the Park and building 
facilities with Marlborough Cricket. Horton Park and the netball courts are classified as a Recreation 
Reserve under the Reserves Act 1977. The Marlborough Lines Stadium 2000 in Blenheim is also used for 
indoor games for the premier grade. There are other facilities and teams throughout the District (Awatere, 
Picton and Havelock) these have not been considered as part of this study.

It has been identified through various studies and Annual Plan submissions that the facilities at Horton 
Park are inadequate and Marlborough Netball feels that the quality of courts and facilities is affecting their 
ability to attract/retain players to netball.

Marlborough District Council has committed to upgrading the netball facilities but needs to determine the 
best location for its investment. 

Purpose of the Feasibility Study
The purpose of this feasibility study is to identify the best location for courts and facilities for Marlborough 
Netball.

The current facility at Horton Park is in need of asset renewal and Lansdowne Park has been identified as 
a potential site for netball as part of its development into a multi-sport facility which was recommended in 
the Marlborough Outdoor Facilities Plan.

The feasibility study examines three location options that could meet the needs of Marlborough Netball as 
outlined below: 

1. Netball to remain at Horton Park with an upgrade of the current facilities and continued utilisation of 
the indoor facilities at Stadium 2000.

2. To relocate Netball to Stadium 2000 and create new external courts as well as the continued 
utilisation of the indoor facilities.

3. To relocate Netball to Lansdowne Park and develop a new facility. 

All of the above sites are owned by Council, albeit the Stadium indoor facilities are under the control of 
the Stadium 2000 Trust.

The report compares the three possible locations, and it makes a recommendation on a preferred location 
after assessing the options against the following criteria: 

 Current and future demand for netball.

 Prioritising future investment to ensure that the appropriate facilities are provided, in the best 
locations and for the most robust reasons.

 The impact and effect on other users and sporting codes at the three sites.

The Marlborough District Council Indoor Facility Preliminary Review (2014) quoted that “When 
considering any investment into sporting infrastructure current strategic principles and objectives relating 
to facilities should be taken into account. National and Regional sporting bodies have placed more 
emphasis on strategic planning of facilities and have produced overarching strategic information for 
consideration.”

It is for this reason that a plan was considered necessary to take a strategic approach to the decision 
making process especially as other codes and park users will be affected by the outcome of the decision.
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The following documentation is relevant in relation to this study and has been reviewed and considered:

1. Sport New Zealand National Facilities Strategy for Indoor Sports (2013).

2. Netball New Zealand Facilities Strategy (2011).

3. Netball New Zealand Outdoor Court Specifications and Guidelines (2013).

4. Regional Netball Facility Strategy – Development Guidelines (2011).

5. Marlborough District Council Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan (2011) – (MDC OSFP).

6. Marlborough District Council Indoor Facility Preliminary review (2014) (MDC IFPR).

Findings
Of the six options considered Lansdowne Park is considered the preferred option as it provides Netball 
with capacity for future growth, the opportunity to share facilities with other Marlborough Sport codes and 
allows for the expansion of cricket at Horton Park.

Investment in facilities such as Plexipave surfacing, lighting and a cover will ensure Marlborough Netball 
players are well provided for and will have a positive influence on the growth and development of the 
game.

The relocation of Netball to Lansdowne Park will impact on current users of the park by instigating a
reconfiguration of fields that will impact on current game and training management. The collaborative 
approach to shared facilities will require change of behaviour and attitudes to the way things have always 
been done. The long term benefits of shared facilities including administration and ablutions will create far 
greater sustainability for all sports codes. Cricket will be negatively impacted on in regards to sharing 
costs for associated facilities but the relocation to Lansdowne Park will allow them to develop their long 
term strategy of an indoor facility.

The option of developing Netball courts on the current Stadium 2000 carpark in conjunction with utilising 
the indoor courts is not considered feasible due to various factors including the courts not being
contiguous, court configuration, land area realistically available, environment conditions such as frosted 
areas and loss of car parking for Stadium 2000 without alternatives because of its CBD location.

Acknowledgement
This plan has been contributed to by Marlborough Netball and Downer LTD. Their input has been greatly 
appreciated.
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Map: Location of Facilities
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Report Methodology

Structure of the Study
The process of this feasibility study consisted of various forms of research comprising of:

Consultation which was carried out in two forms:

1. A Public meeting with users of Lansdowne Park.

2. Written feedback on the proposal to affected sport codes (including cricket) at Horton Park.

Analysis of documentation: 
Documents relevant to Lansdowne Park and Horton Park development were analysed. This included the 
Marlborough District Council Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan (2011), Marlborough District Council Indoor 
Facility Preliminary review (2014), Marlborough Cricket’s Long Term Strategy and submissions made by 
Marlborough Netball to the Council’s Annual Plan.

One on one discussion with key stakeholders:
Gaining an understanding of the situation consisted of feedback from Marlborough Netball and Downer 
Ltd (Council’s sport park maintenance contractor) on the current state of the asset at Horton Park.

Collection of specific user data:
The number of players and teams in Marlborough and national trends in participation were analysed and 
reported on to understand the need and potential requirements for facilities. 

Marlborough Netball with feedback from Netball NZ and other districts developed a “wish list” for potential 
future asset investment.

Options for Netball court locations within Blenheim being Horton Park, Stadium 2000; Horton Park 
combined use with the Stadium 2000 and Lansdowne Park are discussed. Issues associated with the
site, impact on other park users such as car parking along with potential court layout are analysed to 
determine costs of development at the different sites.
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An analysis of the options provides the summary of findings and recommendations for the most suitable 
site.

Marlborough District Council Reserves section staff collated information gathered from previous 
documents primarily the Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan and the Indoor Facility Preliminary review.

Below diagram shows where Information was gathered from:
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Background
After several years of sporting organisations submitting to the Council’s Long term and Annual plans for 
new and improved facilities Council engaged Proicere to develop the Marlborough Outdoor Sport 
Facilities Plan which would help guide and prioritise the decision making process for provision and 
investment in council sporting infrastructure.

The Plan, looked at current and future demand, future sporting direction based on NZ strategic 
documents and current facilities in Marlborough. The Plan focused on the current sports fields in 
Marlborough and how these could be better utilised by rearranging the layout of sports parks and 
upgrading surfaces, rather than acquiring more land. 

Lansdowne Park was identified as having potential to be developed into a multisport facility. This would 
allow greater capacity for sports codes without the acquisition of land and duplication of facilities. This 
concept included the relocation of Netball from Horton Park to Lansdowne Park.

A high level concept plan was drawn up. All sports codes had the opportunity to provide feedback on this 
plan before it was adopted by Council in 2011.

Council has implemented some of the recommendations in the Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan with an 
Equestrian Park under development as well as the softball area to the north of Lansdowne Park.

In August 2014 Council held a meeting with Lansdowne Park current and potential users to discuss 
proposed developments from the Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan. This included the proposal of relocating 
netball to Lansdowne Park.

Many codes reported that they see the redevelopment as an opportunity to have discussions with other 
codes about sharing resources and working together. 

Feedback from the meeting has been used as part of the data in the feasibility study.
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Proposed potential Layout of Lansdowne Park from the Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan including 
Netball #5.

Marlborough Cricket presented its Long Term Strategy to the 2013 Annual Plan. This included an indoor 
facility for Horton Park. Council wanted to better understand the impact on Horton Park and Netball 
before supporting the plan in principle.

In April 2014 the Marlborough District Council had an Indoor Facility Preliminary Review report prepared 
by Parks and Recreation infrastructure Consultants Limited. To investigate the current demand for an 
indoor facility and in particular;

 Assessment of cricket’s proposed indoor facility at Horton Park.

 Potential use by netball of the indoor facility and impact of current outdoor facility provision on 
netball.

 Any impact on Horton Park.

 Consideration of plans for facility upgrades at Marlborough Boys’ College.

 Potential demand and usage by other codes.

Conclusions from the report:
 The current condition of the playing courts at Horton Park could be considered average. 

 The courts are poorly formed and experience flooding during wet weather periods. 
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 If an indoor cricket centre was developed at Horton Park the consequences would be less space 
for netball, thereby generating more pressure on court space.

 A covered Netball facility offers good opportunities for many codes and potential event hosting 
such as tennis in summer, futsal and other events. In winter it would primarily benefit netball but 
could offer capacity for other codes to conduct trainings or drill sessions when their grounds are 
closed eg; football and rugby.

 The number of persons participating in netball in Marlborough has remained stable.

 The current provision of facilities in Blenheim is barely meeting demand.

 The current outdoor facilities require structural improvement to continue to provide year round 
service. 

 It needs to be considered whether investment is best used short term at Horton Park or saved for 
Lansdowne Park.

 Netball access for use of Stadium 2000 indoor centre is adequate for premier grade netball only.

 Netball demand for all weather playing and training facilities is not currently serviced.

From the analysis of the proposed indoor cricket facility it was found that it would impact netball by 
reducing the current court space and the facility would not be compatible for indoor netball play primarily 
due to the fact that the surface required for cricket is not compatible for netball.

In 2014 Annual Plan Marlborough Netball requested that Council consider the improvement of the 
facilities at Horton Park by upgrading two court surfaces and lighting. 

As noted in the 9 June 2014 minute number C.13/14.417

“Clrs Sloan/Bagge”

“That the request from Marlborough Netball for the improvement of the facilities at Horton Park by 
upgrading two courts surfaces and some lighting be referred to the Assets and Services Committee for 
further consideration, noting that Council has approved required funding from the Forestry and Asset Sale 
Reserve”.

Netball and staff are awaiting the outcome of this report to be presented to Assets and Services 
Committee to determine the best outcome for this spending commitment of $295,000.

Therefore Council needs to decide if short term funding of $295,000 should be allocated to Horton Park 
development now as part of the long term plan for Netball or this is used for the development of 
Lansdowne Park.
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Consultation
The consultation process included the sport codes that currently use the Lansdowne and Horton Park 
facilities and sport codes that could use the park as per the Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan development 
option plans.

Consultation was with representatives from:

 Marlborough Netball

 Marlborough Cricket Association

 Touch Marlborough

 Sport Tasman

 Tasman Rugby

 Central Rugby Club.

Other codes/clubs were consulted however no feedback was received these being:

 Marlborough Athletics

 Marlborough Marching

 Marlborough Volleyball

 Marlborough Softball

 Harlequin’s Rugby.

Feedback from the consultation process included:

 Apprehensions regarding the loss of a rugby ground and the effect that this would have on JAB 
Rugby

 Car parking on Saturday mornings if both rugby and netball were based at Lansdowne Park

 Touch rugby have concerns regarding the layout of the proposed touch fields and believe that 
there will be a lack of space left for representative trainings

 Sport Tasman supports the relocation of Netball to Lansdowne Park if the feasibility study shows 
it’s a viable option.  It would not negatively impact Sport Tasman in any way

 Tasman Rugby stated no real issue with a feasibility study being undertaken specific to Netball 
moving to Lansdowne Park but would like to be kept fully informed as to the progress, suggested 
changes and any other pertinent information.

Further feedback detail from consultation is available upon request from Council offices.

Although tennis is not a current user of Lansdowne Park the proposed developments have potential to 
have a positive affect by increasing the number of courts available in Marlborough as the courts would be 
compatible for tennis use. The associated facilities would also benefit tennis as the covered courts would 
enable play during inclement or cold weather.
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Horton Park: Current court layout

Situation Analysis
Current Facility Conditions
Horton Park has 12 courts, with the capacity to use 9 courts for play. The other 3 courts are required for
warm up space.

While current capacity for games at Horton Park is considered adequate, training facilities are not able to 
adequately cater for the current numbers.

The current courts configuration results in three courts being used for warmup, run off space and seating 
for spectators; this is not adequate and does not meet Netball NZ specifications.

The Indoor Facility Preliminary review identifies that the current condition of netball courts at Horton Park 
could be considered average. The courts are poorly formed and experience flooding during wet weather 
periods. To minimise flooding of the netball courts a major stormwater upgrade would be required. 

Downer currently manages the contract for Horton Park maintenance and they have provided the 
following report outlining the current condition of Horton Park netball courts and infrastructure. “That the
existing courts at Horton Park are showing signs of wear, and that most courts have small cracks across 
the surface. These small cracks will begin to fill with debris and then grow weeds. This undermines the 
surface of the asphalt which creates an uneven playing surface. A spray programme keeps these under 
control but the dead weeds often remain in the cracks causing them to open further over time. 
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The existing line marking is in good condition and is easily visible both for netball and tennis. An area on 
the south boundary of the courts has damage from tree roots, this heaved area will need to be removed, 
levelled and resealed. There is another small slumped area near the main entrance next to the pavilion 
which will require the same treatment.

Following removal of the netball hoops at the end of the season, tennis nets are installed using already 
existing sockets in the ground; these sockets are located within the netball courts and have caused 
issues in the past due to the caps sinking and being removed on a regular basis. Which all result in an 
uneven playing surface”.

Marlborough Netball Numbers
Local player numbers for Netball are currently standing at 1,400 additionally there are approximately 300 
volunteers (Coaches umpires etc). National trend numbers are stable but will increase with the new junior 
programme bringing in younger age groups to add to current players.

There are nine grades in the senior competition which consisted of eight premier teams in the 2014 
season.

There are 11 grades in the juniors not including the new junior programme which caters for years 1 to 4 
children (5 to 9 year olds).

Up until 2013, player numbers in Marlborough had been slowly declining however in the last two years 
numbers have increased. Current member numbers are approximately 1,400 across all grades, from Fun 
Ferns up to the premier grade.

Netball is still considered a mainstay of women’s sport in the Marlborough District, but mixed grade 
competitions are gaining favour in social grades.

Mainland Netball stats show that netball grew 4% overall nationwide in the 2014 year; this excludes any 
social netball which is also on the increase, where there was a rise of around 59% in 2014 (nationally).
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Netball Association Structure:

Marlborough Netball’s “Wish List”
Marlborough Netball has specified that they would require the following:

 A total of 14 courts which is an extra two courts that can be utilised for games and warm up 
space

 Four covered courts with consideration of international specification to attract national games

 Lighting that is up to training/game specifications - as per Netball New Zealand Outdoor Court 
Specifications and Guidelines (2013)

 Runoff areas as per Netball NZ Court specifications

 Stormwater – improvement of the drainage through the courts

 To standardise all poles, hoops and sockets so they are uniform

 Portable tiered seating, this combined with the recommended court run off area would allow for 
better utilisation of the seating and permit full use of all courts

 Court surrounds to be fenced.

CODE NETBALL

PARENT BODY Netball New Zealand

REGIONAL BODY Mainland Zone (formerly Netball Tasman)

MARLBOROUGH NETBALL CLUBS  Awatere Netball Club

 Central Netball Club

 Harlequins Netball Club

 Marlborough Girls College

 Pelorus Netball Club

 Queen Charlotte College

 United Netball Club

 SMOG Netball Club

 Tokomaru Netball Club

REGISTERED PLAYERS Typically 1200 per annum equivalent or 
approximately 120 teams. (1400 registered players 
for 2015)

MEMBERSHIP TRENDS This number has remained consistent. 

NATIONAL TRENDS Participation in netball in NZ has been growing since 
2000, particularly in the social leagues.
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The following diagram represents a single court layout and standard court dimensions. The runoff area 
around the perimeter of the court is shown as 3.05 m. Shelters, lighting or any other objects that could 
create a trip hazard are not to encroach within this area. The Umpire’s zone (around the perimeter of the 
court and within the 3.05 m runoff area) is shown. The umpire zone is 1.00 m wide along the side-line and 
2.00 m wide at each end of the court and is depicted by the different shades in the diagram.1

1 Court specifications and diagram taken from Netball New Zealand Outdoor Court Specifications and Guidelines 
(2013).
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These requests align with the “Minimum Standard of Play” as outlined by the Netball New Zealand –
Regional Netball Facility Strategy (Development Guidelines).

A minimum standard of play should include: 

 A non-slippery court surface free of cracks, weeds and other obstructions 

 Minimum court run off areas appropriate to the level of competition 

 Clear court markings and well maintained goal posts

 Court floodlighting

 Appropriate lighting around entrances and car parking area 

 Access to toilets

 Access to an administration hub/pavilion.

It is considered that not all of these requirements are currently being met at Horton Park.

There is a trend for Netball Associations to provide courts covered by rudimentary buildings to ensure 
play is not hampered by inclement weather conditions. 

Lighting and general court condition is a barrier to variations of the traditional game being advanced.

Current Building and Facilities at Horton Park
There is one sports pavilion on Horton Park that Netball shares with cricket. Netball’s use of this building 
consist of:

Office spaces for three people – Netball currently share offices with Cricket (whom have two staff in the 
same space). This area includes administration storage.

Umpires room currently 6 m x 8 m umpires space.

Kitchen/café currently 2 m x 5 m, and 9 m x 7 m. The 9 m x 7 m café space currently provides for 
several functions being storage space for training gear, portable equipment, and pole surrounds etc.
community meeting space and team assembly area.

Upstairs Hall 14 m x 14 m.  This space is a multipurpose area for team assembly, court viewing, 
memorabilia display, prize giving functions, community hall hire space.

Operations Office downstairs to run Saturday administration from – it’s the general hub of the 
organisation. It is also the shop supplies lockable space 2.5 m x 2.5 m.

Storage space for rep gear 3 m x 3 m lockable/secure.

Toilets eight ladies, one men’s/disabled. 

Two changing rooms both with separate toilets and showers.

The current condition of these shared facilities is substandard and the present setup is more suitable for 
cricket use. The building is in need of maintenance and some redesign to make it more usable. These 
changes along with additional changing facilities and secure storage would meet the future needs of the 
Netball (although similar dimensions of the above spaces would be desirable).
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Horton Park Facilities:

The Indoor Facility Review highlights that long term investment for netball facilities in Marlborough should 
consider that netball centres in New Zealand are gradually moving to a covered format. This is not 
necessarily in the form of full-enclosed court spaces but more towards simple covered facilities. 

Examples include:

 Auckland Netball

 North Harbour Netball

 Dunedin Netball.

The covering of courts will be the most expensive item for the redevelopment of netball courts. This could 
be staged and fund raising could be a joint venture between the community and netball.
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Car Parking
Car parking has been raised as a concern by a number of the sporting codes currently located at 
Lansdowne Park. As documented by Parks and Recreation infrastructure Consultants Limited a
“co-located facility will have on average a larger number of users at the site at any one time, larger peak 
attendance and greater overall patronage than the equivalent stand-alone facilities. This will generate a 
larger number of traffic movements to and from the facility and will require larger numbers of parking 
spaces. Therefore a co-located facility will have greater impact on the local neighbourhood than a single 
stand-alone facility at one location”.

The Marlborough Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan identified the need for improved and additional car 
parking at Lansdowne Park if the redevelopment were to go ahead. These improvements included:

(a) Stormwater upgrade to allow the main carpark to be sealed. This has been budgeted in the LTP for 
2016/17.

(b) Additional car parking at Central Rugby Club, Council has entered into a lease to allow 
development of this land to create an additional 90 carparks.

The Marlborough Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan shows the potential for approximately 340 carparks at
Lansdowne Park. It is difficult to determine the increase as the current unsealed, unmarked main carpark 
is left to parking by design - the proposed increase is estimated at 188.

Proposed Parking Areas at Lansdowne Park

There is current provision for 60 cars to be parked at Horton Park with additional road side parking.

The Stadium 2000 is located in the central business district on a constrained site and has experienced 
problems with parking capacity at peak times. The proposed transformation to netball courts would 
greatly exacerbate this situation.
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Parking analysis:
The car parking availability was assessed from the Lansdowne and Horton Park entrances.  Two 
categories of car parking information were calculated.  The first being ‘five minutes walking distance’ from 
each of the three entry points to Lansdowne Park, and the two Horton Park entrances.  The information 
was again calculated from each location for the second category: ‘10 minutes walking distance’.  Stadium 
2000 was not included due to its CBD location and use of stadium result in very limited carparks being 
available. 2

Current car parking numbers 
Park 5 walk 10 walk

Lansdowne 188 1043 1747
Horton 60 1123 2611
Stadium 149 0 0

Future Car Parking number 
Park 5 walk 10 walk

Lansdowne 340 1043 1747
Horton 0 1123 2611
Stadium 0 0 0

Car parking demand is difficult to determine but one could assume there will need to be some adjusting to 
Marlborough car parking culture of expecting a carpark immediately adjacent to playing fields.

2 The available car parks were measured in a GIS following road user guidelines.  ie; not parking within 6 m of a 
give way sign, and allowing 1 m before an entranceway, allowing approx. 5 m per parallel park, and approx. 2.6 m 
per unmarked vertical park.  All available public/street parking spaces were included, irrelevant of other users.
Private parking was not incorporated into the study ie; Resene Paints and Early Childcare centres for instance.  
Some metered parking was captured in the calculation but was noted as metered, particularly those surrounding 
Stadium 2000 and Top Town Cinema complexes’
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Location Options
There are several options provided below including two variations for the upgrade of the current facilities 
at Horton Park, combined use of the Stadium indoor courts and Horton Park, relocation of all the outdoor 
courts to the Stadium and the relocation to Lansdowne Park.

Horton Park Upgrade
The Upgrade of Horton Park presents three options:

Option 1A: Netball Court extension at Horton Park 

 To include two additional courts constructed on the existing carpark

 New Fence around two new courts

 Reseal asphalt of existing courts and new line marking.

Site works, clear existing structures/ trees $2,000
Drainage/ stormwater $4,000
Base construction over existing seal $18,000
Asphalt two new courts $54,390
Asphalt, coat existing 11 courts $238,000
Line marking, 2 new courts and 11 existing @ $ 450.00 per court $6,350
Sockets, for two new courts only $548
Poles for two new courts only $1,592
Fence, for two new courts only $8,200
Lighting $144,594
Total Option 1A $477,674
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Option 1B: Netball Court extension at Horton Park 

 To include two additional courts constructed on the existing carpark

 Install three plexipave courts 

 Cover three courts

 Reconfiguration and re seal of existing courts.

Site works, clear existing structures, trees $2,000
Drainage / stormwater $4,000
Base construction over existing seal $18,000
Asphalt new courts $54,390
Asphalt, coat existing $238,000
Plexipave courts $37,500
Line marking, 2 new and 10 existing $5,900
Fence, for two new courts only $ 8,200
Sockets, for two new courts only $548
Poles, for two new courts only $1,592
Cover, @ $ 600/square metre $1,398,600
Lighting $144,594
Total option 1B $1,913,324

Comments:
An upgrade of Horton Park for Netball would need an improvement of the pavilion (changing room, toilets 
and showers) as these are dated and more suitable for cricket use. This has also been identified in 
Marlborough Cricket Strategic Plan.

Sixty carparks would be lost with the placement of two extra courts located at the Northern entrance of 
Horton Park.
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Currently stormwater from the Horton Park Netball courts feed into pipelines within the Redwood Street 
stormwater system which has limited capacity. Consulting Engineers are currently investigating and 
modelling the Redwood Street stormwater system for Council, to help identify areas that require upgrade 
to improve the hydraulics of the system.

Upgrades are to be carefully prioritised to be completed over a number of years to improve the 
stormwater system within the Redwood Street catchment. At present timing of any specific upgrade work 
is not known, and is not likely to be known until later in the year. Council does not consider these works 
as isolated to Horton Park. Therefore costs have not been attributed to Horton park upgrades. The issue 
of flooding of the Netball courts will not be addressed until Council prioritises the work for Redwood Street 
catchment.

Cricket’s proposed indoor facility would have a detrimental effect on Netball by reducing the court space 
therefore the cricket indoor training facility proposal would not be feasible if Netball remains at Horton
Park.
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Option 1C: Combined Use of the Indoor Courts at Stadium 2000 and Horton Park 
 Reseal asphalt of existing courts and new line marking

 Plexipave two courts

 Upgrade Lighting.

Asphalt, coat existing $238,000
Plexipave 2 courts $25,000
Line marking $5,900 
Lighting $144,594
Total option 1C $413,494

Comments:
 Marlborough Netball has advised that they can run their competition collaboratively between the 

two sites being Horton Park and Stadium 2000

 Costs incurred for three indoor courts at Stadium 2000 would equate to $1400 per season

 The indoor arena is able to accommodate 3 netball games, simultaneously

 Access during times when events are booked at the stadium (Home and Garden show – other 
sport code tournaments such as Basketball and Volleyball) would result in Netball being 
postponed on these weekends. (For the 2015 Netball season, 8 out of the 22 Saturdays have 
been booked for other events)

 Split locations would result in some administration and logistic issues with 
umpires/coaches/players switching between the two locations

 There are concerns about the safety of young children travelling between Horton Park and the 
Stadium. 

For these reasons it is not considered a preferred option to use Stadium 2000 for all SIX grades of netball 
but rather just continue with the “premier” league.
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Stadium 2000 
The Stadium 2000 area has been assessed as a possible alternative site. This includes the current car 
park area for outdoor courts used in conjunction with the indoor court space. 

Stadium 2000 boasts an international quality ‘Junkers’ sports flooring system which provides an 
outstanding performance surface for all sports.

The indoor arena is able to accommodate three netball games, simultaneously.

Option 2: Stadium 2000 courts
 10 additional outside courts

Ground works/site preparation $6,000.00
Stormwater $5,000.00
Base construction $20,000.00
Reseal, 10 new courts over existing seal $271,950.00
Line marking $5,000.00
Fencing $41,000.00
Sockets $2,740.00
Poles, 10 new courts $7,960.00
Bins $4,940.00
Lighting $144,594.00
Total for Option 2A $509,184.00
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Option 2B: Stadium 2000 courts.
 Five new courts

 Reseal asphalt and new line marking 

 Upgrade Lighting.

Ground works / site preparation $6,000
Stormwater $5,000
Base construction $10,000
Reseal, 10 new courts over existing seal $135,975
Line marking $5,000
Fencing  $20,500
Sockets $1,370
Poles, 10 new courts $3,980
Bins $4,940
Lighting $144,594
Total for Option 2B $337,339

Comments:
 Court orientation, Netball NZ Court specifications recommend that courts run parallel to each 

other in a North South direction. This court placement also assists with umpire’s zone; therefore 
this proposed court configuration is not favourable

 Surfaces would be dangerously affected by shading and frost from the stadium building in winter

 Access during times when events are booked at the stadium (Home and Garden show – other 
sport code tournaments such as Basketball and Volleyball) would result in Netball being 
postponed on these weekends. (For the 2015 Netball season, 8 out of the 22 Saturdays have
been booked for other events)
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 Costs associated with the hireage of the indoor courts (latest cost provided in July 2014 were 
equated to $1400 per netball season).

 The buildings to the East (along Redwood Street) are leased for 12 years so would be 
unavailable until 2027. There will be a need to assess a range of potential community uses for 
the space at this time

 149 car parks would be lost if Netball moved to Stadium 2000 as a result of current carparks 
being converted into netball courts. This would have impact on CBD and Stadium parking. The 
current allocation of carparks at the stadium is a condition of their resource consent

 Option 2B does not meet the current requirement for the minimum of 9 courts or the preferred 12 
courts.
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Lansdowne Park 
Option 3: Lansdowne Park

 Construction of 15 new courts

 Plexipave three courts

 Cover three courts.

Site works $15,000.00
Base preparation $540,000.00
Stormwater. From car park to river $175,000.00
Asphalt $407,925.00
Plexipave $37,500.00
Fencing $61,500.00
Poles. Supply 30 new pole @ $398.00 $11,940.00
Sockets, install of 30 new sockets. 30 X $ 137.00 $4,110.00
Line marking $ 450 per court X 15 $7,250.00
Seating, Baby grand 4 level seating $ 11495 each $34,485.00
Baby grand 3 level seating $ 5500 each allow 3 $16,500.00
Rubbish bins, R60 Tilt Bin $ 988 each x 5 $4,940.00 
Cover, roof only  $1,398,600.00
Lighting $160,000.00
Total Option 3 Lansdowne Park $2,874,750.00

NOTE: The above prices have been prepared in order to provide indicative costs to enable comparisons 
between the options presented. Whilst it is accurate as at February 2015 and is based on pricing received 
from suppliers it should be used as a guide only as the prices may be liable to change.
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Comments
It was identified in the MDC IFPR that the co-location of facilities at Lansdowne Park has far greater 
advantages than disadvantages. Some of the advantages are significant including being able to offer 
higher levels of service for about the same cost and reducing capital and operating costs through shared 
spaces and through shared services. On balance the cumulative effect of the advantages and 
disadvantages identified in this report leads to the conclusion that a co-located facility is more sustainable 
and affordable over its useful life than developing several stand-alone facilities.

Co-location of the built facilities will have significant benefits for the sports operations and user groups 
although there will be some disadvantages. The associated facilities will need to be staged. The basic 
Netball infrastructure being the courts would precede other facilities such as administration buildings. 
Therefore Netball would need short term solutions for the support facilities.

The benefits of a purpose built facility at Lansdowne Park are:

 The ability for individual members of a family to participate in various sports codes in the one 
locality at the one time

 Potential cost savings in operation

 A focal point for the community and for visitors

 An opportunity for maximising code participation rates – future demand

 More economic multi-code clubrooms

 Getting it right (to provide ‘minimum standards of play’ as outlined by the Netball New Zealand –
(Development Guidelines)

 Configurations of courts.

The relocation of Netball to Lansdowne Park will impact on current users of the park by:

 Creating more demand for parking on Saturday mornings

 Potential for netball games to be cancelled due to exclusivity of first class rugby fixtures because 
of security resulting from paid entry

 Relocation of Marlborough Volleyball sand courts (within Lansdowne Park). Marlborough
Volleyball have no issue with this provided they don’t have to pay for relocation.

 Reconfiguration of Rugby playing fields. Rugby and Touch would lose one current field but the 
development of Lansdowne North has created two additional fields. So while capicty has 
increased by one field the location of training areas will change which will require a mindshift for 
what has been the traditional use for both rugby and touch

 This might be reduced by one if softball require a second permanent diamond in future.

If netball were to relocate to Lansdowne Park there is an opportunity to sell some of the land at Horton 
Park that the courts currently occupy. The netball courts area is 9,899 square metres which includes the 
alleyway from Redwood Street into the netball courts and the carpark area on McArtney Street. Using the 
2015 per m2 rating valuation for the adjoining industrial land (127 m2) the netball courts have the potential 
to be sold for approximately $1,257,000. 

However it is considered important to retain some of the existing reserve for a potential Marlborough 
Cricket indoor facility or other Cricket expansion (storage shed, practise facilities etc).Should the South 
Eastern area of the courts be excluded from the sale (an area of 2850 m2) an area of 7049 m2 could still 
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be sold at a value of $896,000. There would be real estate, legal, consent and survey fees to deduct.
Some infrastructure costs would also be likely. A net realisation of $800,000 has been assumed.

The netball courts are zoned as District Recreation therefore a plan change would be needed before any 
sale could be achieved. 

The netball courts are classified as a Recreation Reserve under the Reserves Act 1977 and held by 
Council in trust from the Crown. The reserve status would need to be revoked which involves public 
notice and consultation. Under the requirements of the Act the proceeds for the sale would need to be 
used to improve other reserves. Therefore it would be appropriate to allocate any funds raised for the 
development of netball at Lansdowne Park.
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Cost Summary

Netball Location Feasibility Study

Options
1A.  

Horton 1B. Horton
1C. 

Horton/Stadium
2A. 

Stadium
2B. 

Stadium
3.

Lansdowne

Siteworks 2,000 2,000 6,000 6,000 15,000

Drainage/stormwater 4,000 4,000 5,000 5,000 175,000

Base Construction 18,000 18,000 20,000 16,000 540,000

Asphalt new courts 54,390 54,390 407,925

Asphalt Re-coat existing 238,000 238,000 238,000 271,950 217,560

Plexipave-Three courts 37,500 25,000 37,500

Line marking 6,350 5,900 5,900 5,000 4,500 7,250

Fencing 8,200 8,200 41,000 32,800 61,500

Supply & install sockets 548 548 2,740 2,192 4,110

Supply & install poles 1,592 1,592 7,960 6,368 11,940

Lighting upgrade 144,594 144,594 144,594 144,594 144,594 160,000

Seating 3 level grand stand x 3 16,500 16,500

Seating, 4 level grandstand X 3 34,485 34,485

Bins, R60 tilt bins x 5 4,940 4,940 4,940

Total 477,674 514,724 413,494 509,184 490,939 1,476,150

Total Price including – Membrane covering $1,398,600 $1,913,324 $2,874,750

Total Price with potential sale of 7049m2 ($800,000) $676,150

Including budget for short term Horton upgrades $295,000 $182,674 $219,724 $118,494 $381,150
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Conclusion
It is acknowledged via external professional advice that the netball courts and associated facilities at 
Horton Park are not adequate for current play or sustained or future development of the sport in 
Marlborough.

Council’s investment in sport provisions meets many of the objectives stated in the LTP not least 
Council’s mission statement “enabling social and economic development in balance with environmental 
and community needs”.

If Council wants Marlborough to be a great place to live then investment in sport infrastructure is 
imperative.  The question for netball is where is the best placement of its infrastructure for the 
communities’ investment. What is the ‘”best bang for ratepayer buck”.

Of all the options identified in this feasibility study Option 3 – Lansdowne Park $2,874,750 is considered 
the most desired option for the reasons that it provides for netball’s current and aspired needs for 
provision of the sport.  This option provides for “future proofing” of the sport.  It is the most expensive so 
funding would be more difficult but there are opportunities to stage the development such as the 
membrane roof which would take $1,398,600 off the initial outlay. The potential to sell the court space at 
Horton Park for investment at Lansdowne Park (potentially realising $800,000) would also alleviate some 
of these difficulties.

The efficiencies of shared facilities (such as an administration building) are well proven throughout NZ 
and the international sporting world. The disadvantages that are perceived such as car parking,
reconfiguration of other sporting facilities and long held attitudes could be far outweighed by the long term 
benefits for the associated sport codes and community at large. 

The car parking analysis shows that there is adequate provision of car parking at Horton and Lansdowne
Park but not at Stadium 2000 although Marlburians may not be used to parking and walking to sport. This 
is a recurring theme throughout the District and does not carry significant merit to discount future 
development.

Horton Park Option 1B: (To include two additional courts constructed on the existing carpark,
reconfigure and re seal existing courts, Install three covered plexipave courts) would be considered as 
second most desirable due to the lost opportunity of the ultimate multisport possibility at Lansdowne Park. 
This option would also prohibit the long term development of Horton Park with the inability of an indoor 
cricket training facility unless Council considered land purchase in and around Horton Park.

Horton Park Option 1A: (Netball Court extension at Horton Park to include two additional courts 
constructed on the existing car park. New fence around two new courts, reseal of existing courts in 
asphalt and new line marking) is at first considered ideal to its lower cost but provides no capacity for 
growth with regard to technical advancements of the game such as membrane cover and plexipave 
surfacing.

Horton Park Option 1A: Should only be considered as a short term option if Horton option 1B: (Install 3 
plexipave courts and cover) were to be invested in.

The Stadium 2000 options are not considered viable due to the unfavourable court configuration and the 
heavy use of the Stadium carpark as it currently provides car parking for both the Stadium 2000 and the 
CBD. Along with the physical separation of the courts this option is considered unfavourable.

It should be noted the indoor Stadium courts will continue to be used by the premier Netball teams and
other indoor tournaments that are better suited to those facilities.

The report recommends that the 2014 Annual Plan commitment to Netball for $295,000 investment in re-
surfacing two courts and lighting should be either deferred to the Lansdowne Park development or 
committed to the Horton Park upgrade.
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