
 

Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the  
Marlborough District Council  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 2015 commencing at 9.00 am  

Present 
The Mayor A T Sowman, Clrs J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, C J Brooks, B G Dawson, G I T Evans, T E Hook, 
P J S Jerram, J C Leggett, D D Oddie, L M Shenfield and T M Sloan. 

In Attendance 
Messrs A R Besley (Chief Executive) and M J Porter (Democratic Services Manager). 

Apologies 
Clrs Sloan/Shenfield: 
That the apologies for absence from Clrs J L Andrews and J P Bagge be received and sustained. 

Carried 

C.15/16.69 Method of Election and Review of Representation  
 D050-004-016-11 

Members noted that the purpose of the report was to finalise the review of the method of election and the 
basis of representation for the 2016 triennial elections, and to advertise the proposal for public feedback prior 
to a final decision being made later in the year. 

It was reported that Council first discussed the proposal at a meeting in April 2015 and subsequently held a 
workshop to discuss the details of the proposal.  It was further reported that a survey of the community to 
gauge the community's views on the following:  
• Is the current Ward system satisfactory?  
• Should there be any change to the number of councillors?  
• Are all ‘communities of interest’ adequately represented?  
• Would Community Boards enable better representation to any community?  

Staff reported that on the whole the respondents agreed that the status quo (which has taken a number of 
years to achieve) was the best fit for the District.  The only exception to this wanted more specific 
representation for the area in which they reside, but this scenario is outside the +/- 10% population formula. 

Members were also tasked with discussing this issue with their communities - individuals or any 
representative groups.  Feedback on this has further enforced the results of the survey in that a ward 
structure as per the existing setup was the best fit for the District. 

Council also considered the issue of communities and community boards, and indicated that with the 
significant community advisory and ratepayer organisations that already exist with the District that any 
community board structure would not further good local government in the District. 

Members noted that an anomaly existed in the northern area of the Blenheim Ward where mesh block 
2277600 (bounded by Mills and Ford Road East and including Rowley Crescent and Staces Road) was 
considered to be more of a community of interest with the Wairau/Awatere Ward. 

The Mayor/Clr Arbuckle: 
1. That in accordance with the provisions of Section 19H of the Local Electoral Act 2001, the 

Marlborough District Council hereby resolves that the Council to be elected at the 2016 
triennial elections shall comprise a Mayor elected at large and thirteen (13) Councillors of 
whom: 

• Three members shall be elected by the electors of the Sounds Ward; and 
• Three members shall be elected by the electors of the Wairau/Awatere Ward; and 
• Seven members shall be elected by the electors of the Blenheim Ward; 
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the boundaries of the said wards being those delineated on SO Plan numbers 431037 (Sounds 
Ward), 431034 (Wairau/Awatere Ward), 431036 (Blenheim Ward) and 431033 (Marlborough 
District), and deposited with Land Information New Zealand, subject to the amendment as 
outlined in 3 below. 

2. That the Council, in determining the number of members to be elected by the electors of any of 
the said wards, considers that there would be fair representation having regard to the 
population of every ward, taking into account the significant communities of interest that are 
considered to be isolated communities in the Sounds Ward, and further that the ward structure 
will provide effective representation of communities of interest within the District. 

3. That meshblock 2277600 (bounded by Mills and Ford Road East and including Rowley Crescent 
and Staces Road) be transferred from the Blenheim Ward to the Wairau/Awatere Ward. 

4. That Council not proceed with any community boards as it considers that the significant 
community, advisory and ratepayer organisations that already exist provide good local 
government in the District. 

5. That the public consultation process as defined in the Act is regarded as the minimum 
requirement and that other methods are to be used in conjunction with that requirement. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 9.05 am. 

Confirmed this 17th day of September 2015 

 

 

A T SOWMAN 
MAYOR 

 
Record No. 15179902 
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