
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
THURSDAY, 11 JUNE 2015 commencing at 1.00 pm 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), J A Arbuckle, C J Brooks, G S Barsanti, L M Shenfield, 
Mr E R Beech (Rural representative), D D Oddie and Mayor Sowman 

In Attendance 
Councillors B G Dawson, J L Andrews, G I T Evans, J C Leggett, and T E Hook from 1.30 pm, and 
Mr H R Versteegh (Manager, Regulatory Department), and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

R.14/15.441 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business 
Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti: 

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute (R.13/14.166)) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

• M Broughan - 38 Kaituna Track, Tuamarina - exemption to install a Coverstar safety pool 
cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act 1987). 

• A & C Black - 42 David Street, Blenheim - exemption to install a Coverstar safety pool 
cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act 1987). 

• D Gare & M Devault - 26B Severne Street, Blenheim - exemption to install a Coverstar 
safety pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• J Barnes - 7 Fuchsia Place, Blenheim - exemption to install a Coverstar safety pool cover 
in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools 
Act 1987). 

• J A McConaghey - 376 Wakamarina Road, Canvastown, Havelock - approval to use a 
lockable cover on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing 
of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• T Katavich & H Crowe - 5613 Kenepuru Road, Waitaria Bay, Marlborough Sounds - 
approval to use a lockable cover on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to 
section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• I Bryce - 81A McLauchlan Street, Blenheim - approval to use a lockable cover on an 
unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools 
Act 1987). 

• A Stone - 169A Middle Renwick Road, Blenheim - approval to use a lockable cover on an 
unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools 
Act 1987). 

Carried 



ATTENDANCE: Mr Peter Davidson, Council’s Groundwater Scientist, and Mr Murray Close from 
Environmental Science and Research (ESR) were present for the following item. 

R.14/15.442 Spring 2014 New Zealand National 
Groundwater Pesticide Survey Report 
 E345-007-001 

Mr Close from ESR attended the meeting to present the National Survey of Pesticides in Groundwater 
2014 report. 

Members were advised that every four years a national survey, coordinated by the Crown Research 
Institute ESR, is carried out to measure the presence of pesticides in groundwater across most 
regions of New Zealand, it was noted that Marlborough has been involved since 1994.  

It was reported that a four year snapshot of levels is generally sufficient to quantify changes in 
pesticide levels in the aquifers and Council complement this with its own measurements at targeted 
sites on an annual basis.  

Mr Close reported that no pesticides were detected at any of the 17 wells sampled in Marlborough 
during 2014 which is a pleasing result.  

Members were advised that the Council will continue to participate in the National Pesticide Survey as 
it is important for measuring the safeness of local groundwater and influence of land uses on 
underground water resources. 

It was noted that the sampling for arsenic was not undertaken by ESR, however, Mr Davidson 
measures for this in Council’s own standard survey. 

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr Peter Hamill, Senior Scientist Water Quality & Ecology, and Ms Anna Crowe, 
Freshwater Educator were present for the following item. 

R.14/15.443 Environmental Education Programme 
  E340-006-001 
The report and presentation by Mr Hamill and Ms Crowe provided an update on the environmental 
education initiatives carried out by the Environmental Science and Monitoring Team. 

Mr Hamill advised members that the team maintain and foster relationships with a number of 
community groups such as Forest & Bird, University of Third Age, Kaipupu Point along with attending 
local A&P shows.  

Members were also advised that following the success of the Amazing Eco Race in 2014 the team has 
agreed to assist DoC, Sport Tasman, Marlborough Orienteering Club to run the event in 2015. It was 
noted that this event fits in well with the team’s environmental philosophy as it is family friendly and 
educates the participants about biodiversity and conservation in Marlborough. 

Ms Crowe reported that the Environmental Education Programme was initiated in April 2014 as a way 
of getting parents and children to view waterways as a habitat rather than just a way of carrying water. 

Members were advised of a number of new aspects that have been introduced to the programme. 
Ms Crowe spoke on the new ‘great drain game’ which has been possible through the assistance of a 
number of people and organisations particularly Southern Water Engineering. Ms Crowe noted that 
the working model is of a typical urban drainage system which will show the students how water ends 
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up in rivers and the sea. The benefit is that it is visual, totally interactive and is designed to capture the 
students’ imagination. 

This programme is offered to all schools in Marlborough that are undertaking water unit studies. The 
programme is an opportunity for Council to support schools and students in gaining a better 
understanding of waterways in a practical, fun and interesting way. Members were advised that the 
feedback received both from the schools and the students has been very positive with a number of 
written comments being received. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms Steffi Henkel, Environmental Scientist Water Quality was present for the following 
item. 

R.14/15.444 Water Quality in the Are Are Creek 
Catchment E375-006-001-02 

The report and presentation to the Committee provided information on the study undertaken which 
examined the water quality throughout the Are Are Creek catchment, in order to determine the origin 
of contaminant inputs, and to provide insight as to the reasons for the river’s poor water quality. 

Members were advised that sampling was undertaken at 24 sites throughout the catchment with sites 
sampled on up to six occasions between November 2013 and September 2014 with physical and 
chemical measurements taken at each of the sites. In addition, Site 2 (Are Are Creek at 
Kaituna-Tuamarina Track) has been sampled monthly as part of the State of the Environment (SoE) 
sampling since July 2009. It was noted that this site is also the location of a permanent flow recorder.  

Members were advised that the site with the worst water quality was located on a small tributary in the 
mid catchment (Site 5). Further investigations revealed direct discharge of sewage, together with 
effluent discharges and silage leachate, was causing the deterioration in water quality. Remediation 
works were initiated by the Compliance Group and are on-going.  

At the majority of the other sites direct livestock access and lack of shading by tall bank vegetation 
were key contributors to poor water quality.  

Members were advised that Council’s aim is to educate landowners on ways they can improve their 
practices. The survey provides Council with the evidence to show landowners that what they do does 
have an effect on the wider environment.  

It was reported that a catchment enhancement plan will be developed by 2016 which will be modelled 
on the Doctors Creek plan.  

Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That the Compliance Team continues work with the landowner of the Site 5 tributary. 

3. Creation of a catchment enhancement plan containing measures to improve water quality 
throughout the catchment. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Ms Lauren Kensington, Environmental Protection Officer was present for the following 
item. 

R.14/15.445 Dairyshed Effluent and Stream Crossing 
Survey 2014/2015 
 E330-001-004 & E330-001-005 

The presentation and report, “Dairyshed Effluent and Stream Crossing Survey 2014/2015” included 
with the agenda for members’ information, provided the Committee with the results from the recent 
monitoring of dairyshed effluent and stream crossings. 

Members were aware that the dairy effluent and stream crossing survey is an annual audit which 
Council staff undertake on Marlborough’s dairy farms.  The purpose of the survey is to promote good 
dairy effluent management, provide information to the dairy farmers on dairy effluent systems and the 
best management practices, and to ensure compliance with the plan rules or resource consents.   

The report to the Committee summarised dairy effluent management, washdown collection, 
containment and application systems, effluent storage and stream crossings for the 2014/2015 year. 
Members were advised that a total of 56 operating farms were inspected with 70% of those farms 
being rated as compliance.   

It was noted that the main issues for those dairy effluent systems rated as non-compliant was a lack of 
a contingency plan, or a disposal area that was too small for the size of the dairy operation, 
compromised storage systems which caused a discharge of effluent to land and poor management of 
effluent systems including the application to land. 

Members were advised that Council has been working closely with Fonterra and dairy farmers to 
progress dairyshed effluent infrastructure and management of their systems, to achieve environmental 
standards that reduce risk of farm pollutants adversely affecting waterways and coastal areas in 
Marlborough. The emphasis has been on education and support as this has been identified as the 
most effective way of achieving positive outcomes.  

It was noted that dairy farmers who have previously been rated as non-compliant and have not made 
the required changes to their dairy effluent system or management of the system and continue to be 
non-compliant have been escalated to significant non-compliance. Ms Kensington reported that 
Council will continue to actively address the issues of non-compliance in order to achieve compliance 
for the 2015/16 dairy season.  

It was reported that a number of farms lacked a reliable contingency plan due to the effluent storage 
being full while other properties need to increase the area of land that effluent is discharged to ensure 
that the nitrogen loading is not more than 200kg/ha/yr in the disposal area.  

Ms Kensington reported that stream crossing elimination is continuing to progress, albeit slowly. It was 
noted that the streams are located on a small number of farms with one farm having 11 of the 
remaining 34 stream crossings. 

Members were advised that some farms have begun to make incremental changes to their effluent 
systems during the 2014/15 dairy effluent survey and it is envisioned that this will increase in 
momentum when Council’s requirements for dairy effluent systems are clarified through the public 
notification of the new plan rules.  

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Mr Jono Underwood, Biosecurity Co-ordinator was present for the following item. 

R.14/15.446 Marine Biosecurity - Pest Incursions Update 
  E315-012-004 & E315-012-007 
The Biosecurity Co-ordinator, Mr Underwood provided a presentation which updated the Committee 
on the situation with the two marine pest incursions that have occurred within the last two years and 
also recent marine pest detection.  

Members were advised that activities to-date have primarily focussed on the use of specialist divers 
conducting surveys to both find and remove specimens. All activities to date have been carried out 
with both in-kind and financial support from the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI), Port Marlborough 
and the Marine Farming Association. 

Mr Underwood reported that the invasive clubbed tunicate Styela clava, first detected in June 2013, 
has been found to be well established in Picton and Waikawa with the ongoing objective being to 
suppress the population. The invasive fanworm Sabella spallanzanii was detected on a vessel in 
Waikawa Bay in February 2014, then in Picton Marina in November 2014. Further fanworm were 
detected again in Picton Marina in May 2015. There is an emphasis to both try and detect Sabella and 
trace/monitor the vessels and their mooring locations that have been detected to date. 

Members were advised that ongoing involvement with other councils is highlighting the difficulties in 
preventing infected vessels moving between regional waters of New Zealand and transporting these 
marine pests with them.   

Mr Underwood advised that to be effective in tackling the problem there would need to be more 
resources put in place to monitor vessels to the standard that would be required, it was also noted that 
there are policy options under biosecurity but this would be a long process at significant cost. 
Members were advised that the biggest barrier is that the boating fraternity is unregulated which 
makes it almost impossible to keep track of boat movements.  

It was reported that funding to date has been received from Ministry Primary Industries with Council 
providing staff time. There was discussion on whether there needs to be a budget for this, it was noted 
that it would depend on whether the Council wanted to make this a more structured part of Marine 
Biosecurity.  

Mr Underwood advised members that the awareness levels created as a result of the Top of the South 
Marine Biosecurity Partnership has made passive surveillance relatively successful. However, there 
remains no active surveillance programme currently in place in Marlborough. Therefore, there could 
still be pests established away from areas subject to the recent responses that have not yet been 
detected.  

It was noted that marine biosecurity continues to rise in profile and something that may need further 
emphasis on in the future.  

Clrs Jerram/Shenfield:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr Alex van Wijngaarden, Harbourmaster was present for the following five items. 

R.14/15.447 Aids to Navigation H100-005-14 
The Council is responsible for the provision and servicing of 98 Aids to Navigation in the region and 
the report to the Committee provided an update on their on-going management over the winter period.   

Members were advised that all Aids to Navigation performed well over recent weeks with only two light 
failures, namely Snake Point in Queen Charlotte Sound and Turn Point North in Pelorus Sound, 
overall IALA standards for all lit AtoN have been achieved for the past six weeks. 
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It was reported that the establishment of the Motuara North cardinal continues to be a challenge in so 
far as co-ordinating the Contractor in suitable weather conditions. 

Mr van Wijngaarden reported that East Head has had its power source upgraded as there was 
insufficient light for solar power generation.  

Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.448 Marine Farm Light Audits H100-004-003-15 
An update of the ongoing marine farm light audits carried out was provided for members’ information. 
Members were aware that there has been a review of conditions of consent attached to individual 
marine farm consents which included a review of farm lighting requirements.  

It was noted that there is still considerable variability with respect to requirements relating to the 
inshore marking of marine farms and work to clarify matters in conjunction with the Marine Farming 
Association has been completed. 

Members were advised that on several farms more long-lines are in the water than is permitted and 
where this has occurred, the matter has been referred to the Compliance Unit. 

The areas audited were Port Underwood, Port Gore, Croiselles, Kenepuru and 
Nikau/Nydia/Maori/Scotts Bay/Hikapu Reach. It was noted that there has been a continuing 
improvement in overall compliance with responses from farmers showing a significant increase.  

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.449 Marlborough Marine Oil Spill Contingency 
Plan H100-007-002-04 

Members were advised that the Marlborough Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan has been reviewed in 
accordance with statutory requirements and the Annex dealing with environmental sensitivities and 
outlining response options as well as the operation section of the plan have been revised and have 
been circulated to interested parties for comment.  

Mr van Wijgaarden reported that there has been two responses received to date with the closing date 
for any comments being 12 June 2015. Comments received will be reviewed and, where appropriate, 
integrated within the plan. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.450 Reserved Swimming Areas H100-002-07 
The report provided to the Committee noted that there had been two requests for reserved swimming 
areas. A diagram of the Okiwi Bay area was included with the agenda item for members’ information. 

Members were advised that the Resident Associations of Tirimoana/Anakiwa and Okiwi Bay have 
approached the Harbour Master seeking permission to establish a swimming raft over the summer 
period and, in the case of Okiwi Bay, a marked swimming area as well.  
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It was noted that Council’s Navigation Bylaws provide for Council to reserve specific areas for 
activities either on application or of its own mind.  

It was reported that the rafts have been in place informally and residents now wish to regularise these.  
Mr van Wijngaarden reported that the buoys for the proposed swimming lane in Okiwi Bay will be 
provided by the Harbour Office with the local residents offering to maintain the rafts. 

Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:   
1. That the information be received. 

2. That Council reserves the areas at Tirimoana/Anakiwa and Okiwi Bay for the use of 
swimming and establishing the swim rafts. 

Carried 

R.14/15.451 Harbour Maritime Safety Management 
Manual H100-001-01 

The purpose of this report is to update the Committee on the recent Maritime New Zealand visit to test 
the Council and Port Marlborough’s Maritime Safety Management System (MSMS) manuals for 
compliance with the Port and Harbour Marine Safety Code.  

By way of background members were advised that the NZ Port and Harbour Marine Safety Code 
introduced the requirement for Council to undertake a risk assessment and develop a MSMS to 
identify the manner in which Council manages the safety of the harbour, including the protection of 
persons, property and the environment. 

Members were advised that the MSMS document was submitted to Maritime New Zealand for a desk 
top assessment which was followed by a site visit in late February. The site visit confirmed that the 
Council and Port Marlborough’s MSMS is consistent with the Code requirements and this was 
confirmed by a letter from the working group. 

Members were advised that the MSMS document has been placed on the Council’s website. 

Clrs Jerram/Barsanti:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.452 Information Package - 
Clrs Shenfield/Brooks:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 11 June 2015 be received and 
noted. 

Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 3.10 pm. 

Record No. 15121393 
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