
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
THURSDAY, 19 MARCH 2015 commencing at 1.00 pm. 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti, C J Brooks, L M Shenfield, 
Mayor Sowman and Mr E R Beech (Rural representative). 

In Attendance 
Councillors G I T Evans, T E Hook (for part of the meeting) and J C Leggett, and Mr H R Versteegh 
(Manager, Regulatory Department), and Kathy Payne (Committee Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield: 
That the apology for absence from Councillor D D Oddie be received and sustained.  Apologies 
for absence were also received from Councillors J L Andrews and B G Dawson. 

Carried 

R.14/15.358 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business 
Clrs Shenfield/Brooks: 

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute (R.13/14.166) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

• G Theaker – 64 Rarangi Beach Road, Rarangi - approval to use a lockable cover on 
an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• K G Taylor – 5 Severne Street, Blenheim - approval to use a lockable cover on an 
unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act 1987). 

• W & D Crosswell – 1950 State Highway 63, Wairau Valley - exemption to install a 
Save-T III safety pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of 
the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• L & H MacDonald – 33 Bary Street, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save-T III 
safety pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing 
of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• G & P Matthews – 121B David Street, Blenheim - exemption to install a Coverstar 
safety pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing 
of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

Carried 



ATTENDANCE: Dr S Urlich, Council’s Coastal Scientist, was present for the following item. 

R.14/15.359 Seabed Recovery Study after Relocation of 
a Mussel Farm E325-002-003 

The findings of a Council funded study of seabed recovery following relocation of a mussel farm in 
East Bay, Queen Charlotte Sound was presented to the Committee. 

Mr Rob Davidson of Davidson Environmental Limited presented the information from the monitoring 
report which was included with the agenda. 

Members were advised that the study commenced in 2002 and was completed in 2014.  Mr Davidson 
outlined the key findings from the study and advised that all species did recolonise the area where the 
farm had been removed with the rate of recovery dependent on the underlying seabed habitat type.  
Underlying silt and clay (mud) seabed recovered quicker than coarser habitats comprising sorted shell 
and fine sand.  This related to the how quickly sediment covered over discarded empty shells. 

Mr Davidson advised this was a powerful data set because it was a long term study which shows what 
the normal variation is.  The baseline data from the control sites would also be useful.  The research 
compared seabed invertebrate populations underneath the now-removed mussel farm with control 
sites in East Bay where no mussel farming had occurred.  Recovery over time was measured by 
changes in species and habitat.  Species studied included scallops, horse mussel, kina, sea stars, 
snake stars and sea cucumber 

Mr Davidson responded to a number of questions from the members who said the information from 
the survey was very valuable, particularly for decision making purposes. 

Mr Davidson cautioned that the rates of recovery in other parts of the Sounds will depend on the 
strength of currents and tides and the proximity to sediment generating areas.  Members were advised 
that shell recovery to a low level is quite long as shells last for hundreds of years so they need to be 
reworked or covered and once broken into smaller bits function the same as any other shell hash. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti: 
That the report, “Monitoring of a relocated mussel farm in Otanerau Bay, East Bay, 
Marlborough Sounds: 2002-2014”, be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr P Davidson, Council’s Coastal Scientist, was present for the following item. 

R.14/15.360 Wairau River-Wairau Aquifer Interaction 
Report E345-007-001 

Members were aware that the Wairau Aquifer is the key natural resource of the Wairau Plain and 
essential for economic and ecological system servicing.  Since 1982 the Council well at Conders has 
exhibited a moderate but significant declining trend in groundwater level.  While demand for 
groundwater has increased over that time, the pattern was not related to seasonal abstraction alone 
and implied the rate of natural recharge from the Wairau River has declined over the last two to three 
decades. 

Mr Davidson advised that an intensive hydrological investigation over six years into the causes of the 
decline commenced in 2013.  The series of tasks making up the project and culminating in the setting 
of limits and environmental thresholds was shown in the agenda. 

The report now presented to the Committee by Mr Scott Wilson of Lincoln Agritech Limited, focused 
on the structural connection between the Wairau River, which is the main source of recharge for the 
aquifer, and groundwater.  Mr Wilson advised that additional river flow recorders have been 
established between the Waihopai River confluence and Tuamarina/State Highway 1 and initial 
research shows that recharge is variable, ranging from 4 to 15 cumecs.  A key finding was that the 
river appears to be perched above the Wairau Aquifer over much of its length.  Other key findings 
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were that the hydraulic nature of the aquifer is more complex and is highly stratified and that recharge 
depends on the river wetted perimeter therefore river geometry is important.  Research will continue 
for another three years.   

Members were advised that a number of questions will be addressed through the hydraulic model in 
the second stage which will be carried out this year. 

Clr Jerram/Mr Beech:   
That the “Wairau River - Wairau Aquifer Interaction” report be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.361 Para Wetland Update E310-000-001 
Ms Karen Walsh, the project coordinator, from Nelson Marlborough Fish and Game provided a 
presentation on the Para Wetland Project.  She provided the Committee with background information 
on the wetland which lies between Picton and Blenheim at the side of State Highway 1.  The wetland 
covers an area of approximately 120 hectares and Fish and Game currently own or manage on behalf 
of the Department of Conservation, 105 hectares.  The wetland is significant as it is the only remaining 
lowland freshwater wetland in Marlborough. 

The background and funding of the restoration project and the progress to date was discussed.  The 
restoration plan aims to restore the wetland to a functioning natural wetland habitat that will provide 
breeding habitat for both native and introduced birds.  The initial focus of the restoration is on weed 
control and, in particular, removal of the willows that cover the majority of the land area.  These have 
been targeted with aerial spraying followed up with ground based poisoning to target regrowth.  The 
initial aerial spraying will be largely complete by the end of this summer, but ground control work will 
need to continue for a number of years.  The development of nesting islands and native planting has 
commenced.   

Members were advised that the wetland has dual hydrology with the Tuamarina River running through 
it and water coming in from catchments.  There is only half a metre drop from one end of the wetland 
to the other although the water can rise about four metres during flood events.  Ms Walsh noted that 
the inflow and outflow of water could not be controlled. 

The Committee discussed the importance of public access points at the ends of the wetlands where 
access off the highway allows.  They also suggested a large sign at the weighbridge access that could 
be seen from the highway to counteract the existing Fish and Game national billboard.   

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Sowman withdrew from the meeting.  Ms S Henkel, Council’s Water Quality 
Scientist, was present for the following item. 

R.14/15.362 Taylor River Catchment Characterisation 
Study - Doctors Creek E375-017-002 

By way of background members were advised that State of the Environment sampling identified that 
the degraded water quality of Doctors Creek affects the quality of the Taylor River.  A catchment 
characterisation study was approved in 2012 and the “Taylor River Catchment Characterisation – 
Doctors Creek”, report on the predominantly rural sources in the Doctors Creek catchment and the 
Taylor River upstream of Doctors Creek was now presented to the Committee.   

Ms Henkel presented and summarised the results of the study to the Committee.  She advised that the 
water quality in the upper Taylor River was good therefore the focus of the study was the Doctors 
Creek catchment which is mostly vineyard or pasture in the lower catchment.   
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Ms Henkel advised that elevated nutrient concentrations in Doctors Creek originate mainly from 
groundwater inflows and are a result of leachate from agricultural land use in the Doctors Creek 
catchment, as well as areas to the north and west of the catchment. Livestock access, removal of 
bank and in-stream vegetation, the lack of shading and drainage works are the main factors causing 
the exceedance of guideline values for most of the other parameters measured as part of the 
investigation (turbidity, E.coli, water temperature, etc).   

Members were advised that the exclusion of livestock, better bank management and avoiding work in 
flowing waterways would result in a significant improvement of water quality in Doctors Creek.   

The Committee discussed remedial options and said they would like to see some outcomes from the 
report.  It was suggested that a first step would be to liaise with landowners regarding the report 
findings.  It was noted that as part of the plan review, provisions have been developed which will limit 
stock access to areas with degraded water quality. 

Clrs Jerram/Brooks:   
1. That the “Taylor River Catchment Characterisation – Doctors Creek”, report be received. 

2. That landowners be contacted and advised of the report findings. 

3. That staff form a Catchment Management Plan to be brought back to the Committee for 
the next financial year. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr V Wadsworth, Council’s Hydrologist, and Ms L Kensington, Environmental 
Protection Officer, were present for the following item. 

R.14/15.363 Water Resource Status Update 
 E345-007-001 

At the February 2014 Environment Committee meeting staff provided information on the current state 
of the region’s freshwater resources.  As the dry summer period has intensified affecting a broader 
range of water users and pastoral farmers, staff provided a further update on climatic conditions, 
freshwater resources and water restrictions.   

Mr Wadsworth advised that the recent rainfall had alleviated most water issues to some extent but it 
will be a few weeks before restrictions are completely lifted.  He presented rainfall graphs showing this 
month’s rainfall to date and advised that, for Blenheim, rainfall does not overcome evapotranspiration 
this month.   

Members were advised that aquifer levels are still quite low.  Rainwater gauges are positioned at 
Blenheim and at the Narrows. 

Ms Kensington spoke about the compliance role monitoring water meters.  She advised that there 
were less than 5 sites taking water when restrictions were imposed and two water users that took 
water without consents were issued abatement notices.  The information from 600 out of the 
approximately 1700 water meters is received via telemetry as these are the larger water takes that are 
required to provide daily recordings.  The current irrigation status as found on the Council’s website 
was noted. 

Clrs Jerram/Arbuckle:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

A short recess was held. 
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ATTENDANCE: Mr A Van Wijngaarden, Council’s Harbour Master, was present for the following four 
items 

R.14/15.364 Aids to Navigation H100-005-14 
The Council is responsible for the provision and servicing of 98 Aids to Navigation in the region and 
the report to the Committee provided an update on their on-going management over the summer 
period.   

Members were advised that the International Light House Authority requirements for all lit navigation 
aids were achieved for the past six weeks despite the failure of Mable Island light.  The Mable Island 
light was repaired and fully operational on the same day. 

Routine checks of Navigation Aids are ongoing on a continuous roster resulting in each Navigation Aid 
being checked at least once every six months. The Motuara Cardinal mark is due to be installed 
during March.  

At the meeting the Harbour Master advised that two buoys in Lochmara Bay had lost their lights and 
steps were being taken to strengthen the stalk that the light sits on. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.365 KAN TAN IV H100-007-003-08 
An overview of the recent operation associated with the departure of the rig KAN TAN IV was provided 
for members’ information by way of a photo presentation.   The KAN TAN IV had completed drilling 
work and was being prepared for re-positioning to an overseas location.  Part of this operation 
included floating the rig on to the deck of a Heavy Lift carrying vessel and securing the rig to the ship.   

Appropriate risk mitigation and contingency plans had been developed, based on past experience, 
and circulated to interested parties and close liaison with rig principals and vessel owners was 
maintained in respect of critical stages of the operation. 

The Harbour Master advised that a small team of response personnel was stationed on location in 
Admiralty Bay for the duration of the operation, in the event of a mishap occurring during the critical 
ballasting/de-ballasting phase at the stages of deck immersion and deck emergence.  An exclusion 
zone, enforced by the Harbour patrol vessel Discovery, was declared around the HLV for the duration 
of the operation and for the outward transit.   

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.366 Harbour Maritime Safety Management Manual 
 H100-001-01 

The report to the Committee provided an update on the Maritime New Zealand visit on 
23 February 2015 to test the Council and Port Marlborough’s Maritime Safety Management System 
(MSMS).  The MSMS is a requirement of the New Zealand Port and Harbour Marine Safety Code.   

Maritime New Zealand’s desktop review evaluation document was included with the agenda. 

The Harbour Master said that that he has been verbally advised that the Council and Port 
Marlborough’s MSMS is consistent with the New Zealand Port and Harbour Marine Safety Code and a 
site visit report will be provided to this effect. 
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Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.367 Marine Farm Light Audits H100-004-003-15 
An update of the ongoing marine farm light audits carried out was provided for members’ information.  
Details of the Kenepuru area audited since the last Committee meeting was outlined in the agenda.  
Further information regarding previous audits and the responses received by the due date was also 
included.   

Members were advised that there has been a continuing improvement in overall compliance and 
responses from farmers have shown a significant increase.  Following inspections marine farmers 
have a month to rectify deficiencies and report to the Harbour Master. Individual farmers are issued 
with a report which is sent to the resource consent holder who is not necessarily the person who 
manages the farm and the Marine Farm Association assists by contacting farmers.  The Harbour 
Master advised that the Council is working with the Marine Farm Association to reduce the number of 
non-operational lights but any farms with no operational lights are issued infringement notices.  He 
added that the marine farm light audits are provided as part of the report for renewal of a resource 
consent. 

Clrs Jerram/Barsanti: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mrs A Eatherley, Councils Resource Consents Manager, was present for the following 
item. 

R.14/15.368 Resource Management Amendment 
Act 2013 R450-004-12 

A comprehensive report on the changes to the Resource Management Act 1991 (the Act) that affect or 
change the processing of resource consent applications received after 3 March 2015 was provided for 
members’ information. 

Mrs Eatherley advised that the final part of the Resource Management Amendment Act 2013 
(RMAA 2013) came into effect on the 3 March 2015.  One of the intents of the RMAA 2013 is to 
reduce the costs and delays in the resource consent process for consent applicants and local 
authorities.  

Members were advised that amendments to section 88 and Schedule 4 of the Act have altered the 
content requirements for applications and changes to the statutory timeframes are intended to result in 
a six month timeframe for processing publicly notified and limited notified applications.  The new 
section 88 is more condensed and makes the new Schedule 4 the definitive guide to the content of 
applications, as outlined in the report to the Committee. 

Mrs Eatherley advised that the application will be the key document and will need to contain all the 
relevant material.  It is expected that more applications will be rejected for incompleteness due to the 
stricter requirements and the limitations on further information requests.  Members were advised there 
is also concern that with the need for greater legislative and policy analysis the time taken to process 
applications will increase and with increased time will be increased costs to the applicant.  
Mrs Eatherley advised this could be $300-$500 for a non notified application.   

The six month timeframe for processing publicly notified and limited notified applications was also 
discussed.  The overall intent to provide more certainty of the decision date is that all publicly notified 
applications requiring a hearing will be resolved in 130 working days from the application being 
lodged, provided there are no appeals, and all limited notified applications will be resolved in 
100 working days.  Mrs Eatherley advised that prior to the amendments the Council processed most 
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notified applications with a hearing from start to decision within 70 working days.  This is a significantly 
shorter time period than the new 130 days.   

The Committee discussed the changes and noted that the result could be an increased burden for the 
applicant with longer processing times and higher cost.  

The final key change of mandatory pre-circulation of evidence before a hearing was noted. 

The Committee suggested that there be a media release to inform the public that the changes are 
because of legislative requirements. 

Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Councillor Brooks withdrew from the meeting and Mayor Sowman re-joined the 
meeting.  Ms S Lines, Council’s Animal Control Contract Manager, was present for the following item. 

R.14/15.369 Dog Control E305-000-001 
The report to the Committee outlined the Council’s responsibilities under the Dog Control Act 1996 
and the services that the Council provides. 

At the meeting Ms Lines provided a presentation on the dog control processes. 

The Committee was advised that the Council’s dog control services are provided under contract by 
Maataa Waka Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust.  The contractor also responds to issues with livestock on public 
land and roads, including impounding where required.  The Committee discussed wandering stock on 
roads and thought it was timely for publicity regarding this.   

Ms Lines outlined the core services provided, registration numbers and complaints received.  This 
year to date 9,985 dogs are registered.  It was noted that office hours during the dog registration 
period will be increased beyond standard office hours, including Saturday mornings.  An online 
registration service is also available.   

The Committee discussed the types of complaints received out of the 2,000 complaints investigated a 
year.  50% were animal nuisance which Ms Lines advised is largely barking or uncontrolled dogs and 
so far this year there have been 75 dog rushes. 

Members were advised that aside from the regulatory component, a public education service is 
provided and there are at least 30 presentations per year to pre school and primary aged children.  
Councillor Arbuckle noted that the public education provided was outstanding and provided a positive 
customer focus. 

It was noted that the Dog Control Bylaw and Policy are required to be reviewed at least every 10 years 
but can be sooner if desired.  They were last reviewed in 2012.   

Clrs Arbuckle/Shenfield: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.370 Information Package 
Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 19 March 2015 be received and 
noted. 

Carried 
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The meeting closed at 4.15 pm. 

Record No:  1552386 
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