
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
THURSDAY, 26 NOVEMBER 2015 commencing at 1.00 pm. 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), Mayor Sowman, L M Shenfield, D D Oddie, G S Barsanti, 
Mr E R Beech (Rural representative), C J Brooks,  J A Arbuckle 

Also Present 
Councillors J L Andrews, J C Leggett, G I T Evans and T E Hook 

In Attendance 
Mr H R Versteegh (Manager, Regulatory Department), and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clrs Shenfield/Brooks: 
That the apology for absence from Clr Dawson and the withdrawal at 3.00 pm from Clr Leggett 
be noted. 
Carried 

R.15/16.203 Confirmation of Sub-committee Business 
Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti: 
That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute R.13/14.166) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

· D Baxter, 41 Marina Drive, Waikawa, Picton - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III 
automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

· G McLeod, 33 Uxbridge Street, Renwick - exemption for doors opening into pool area 
(exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).  

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Shelley Lines, Environmental Protection Officer/Contract Manager and 
Jane Robertson, Environmental Protection Officer, were present for the following item. 

R.15/16.204 Contract for Animal Control Services  
  E305-000-001 
The report to the Committee outlined Animal Control’s contract performance and delivery of service 
provided by the Maataa Waka Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust in accordance with the Dog Control Act 1996.  To 
highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233404). 

It was noted that Maataa Waka Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust have delivered this service for the last 14 years 
and during that time have gained extensive experience and industry knowledge. A new contract 
commenced from 1 April 2015 and the core services provided by the contractor and Council’s role 
were discussed. 



Members were advised that during the dog registration period the Maata Waka office hours were 
increased, this provided more flexibility for customers and resulted in over 500 extra transactions. It 
was also noted that a dog micro chipping service was offered during this time. 

Ms Lines reported that due to increased workloads a fourth Animal Control officer is in the process of 
being appointed. 

It was noted that a patrol strategy has been developed to monitor roaming dogs and other potential 
breaches of the Dog Control Act 1996 and the Bylaws along with the issuing of infringement notices. It 
was noted that 56 infringements have been issued so far this year.   

Members were advised that in August 2015 there were 961 unregistered dogs this has now been 
reduced to less than 300. It was noted that the patrol’s focus is on encouraging compliance, increase 
public awareness and promote responsible dog ownership and dog safety.  

It was reported that a number of initiatives have been undertaken to provide dog safety education 
throughout Marlborough along with the continued strengthening of relationships with other contractors. 

Members were advised that a health and safety audit has been carried out and a plan has been 
agreed to to implement recommendations made by the auditor.  

Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

R.15/16.205 Animal Control Sub-committee  
  D050-001-A04 
The Animal Control Sub-committee minutes for 16 November 2015 were presented for ratification by 
the Committee. It was noted that work is continuing with regard to the Renwick dog park and 
investigation is underway on the layout plans of the pipes, a report on progress will be provided at the 
next meeting.  

Members were advised that a request has been made to the Napier Council to obtain a copy of their 
plans to determine whether these would be suitable for use with the Blenheim dog park. 

It was reported that the Springlands Vet supplied Eco Friendly Doggy Doo Bags have been approved 
and Council’s Reserves & Amenities Officer, Robert Hutchinson, is in the process of determining 
suitable locations for the stands. 

It was noted that the de-sexing of stray cats is only being undertaken for town cats not feral cats 
around the region. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti:   
That the notes of the Animal Control Sub-committee meeting held on 16 November 2015 be 
ratified. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Lauren Kensington, Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the following 
item. 

R.15/16.206 Cleanfill and Quarry Monitoring Report 
  E330-011-001 
Ms Kensington, Environmental Protection Officer provided a report which updated the Committee on 
the Compliance Group’s monitoring of cleanfill and quarry activities.  

Members were advised that cleanfills are monitored bi-annually due to the amount of activity occurring 
with improvement still required by cleanfill operators in some areas.  Ms Kensington noted that they 
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are working with the Science and Monitoring Team to better inform cleanfill operators of their 
requirements regarding cleanfill guidelines.  

It was reported that ongoing communication and on-site inspections with the cleanfill and quarry 
operators will occur and that the emphasis with be to ensure that good systems are in place to prevent 
or adequately manage the environmental effects of the activity. Further education regarding 
acceptable cleanfill materials will be an emphasis for cleanfill monitoring.  Particular attention to the 
origin of materials being brought on site will be a focus for the 2016 monitoring programme.  

It was noted that the monitoring results indicate an increased rate of compliance when compared with 
the 2014 monitoring year.  Cleanfill and quarry operators have been willing to work with Council to 
achieve better environmental outcomes for the sites they operate from and the surrounding area. 

The Compliance Group will continue to take a proactive approach to monitoring both cleanfill and 
quarry activities.  The quarries monitored this year will continue to be monitored annually to ensure 
compliance continues, other quarries which are monitored less frequently will also be monitored in 
2016.   

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Steve Urlich, Environmental Scientist, was present for the three following items. 

R.15/16.207 Hydrodynamic Model Improvements  
  E325-001-001, E325-001-002 
The purpose of the report was to provide the Committee with analysis and supporting information on 
the need to further develop the hydrodynamic models following community and industry consultation. 
To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233409). 

Members were advised that a number of workshops and presentations have been held to discuss the 
Pelorus Sound model findings along with the Marine Farming Association (MFA) holding a workshop 
in Havelock.  The consensus from the groups involved is that further modelling development would be 
welcomed.   

It was noted that a potential issue identified from the findings was the significant depletion of 
zooplankton modelled in slow flowing bays within Pelorus Sound. It was reported that a considered 
approach is being taken to investigate how robust these findings may be with investment in 
improvements to the underlying skill of the models being provided.  It was noted that funding is 
available from the Ministry for Primary Industries as an option under an existing contract, however, this 
is dependent on Council matching the funding.  The work would be delivered in early 2017 and the 
results presented to Council and the wider community following peer review. It was noted that this 
work may enable Council to get closer to identifying what could be an ecologically sustainable number 
of lines in the water for these areas. 

Members were advised that Tory Channel will be included in the investigations. 

Clrs Oddie/Brooks:   
1. That the information be received. 
2. That Council agree to take up the option to undertake additional modelling. 

Carried 
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R.15/16.208 Ecologically Significant Marine Sites Expert 
Panel Report E325-002-004 

The purpose of the Significant Marine Site Expert Panel report was to provide the Committee with a 
review of the recent monitoring of significant marine sites, and their evaluation of protection 
requirements for benthic values at different sites.  The report was included with the agenda for 
members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record 
No. 15233413). 

Dr Urlich spoke to the report and advised members that the Panel has reviewed the monitoring results 
from 2014/15 field season provided by Davidson Environmental and endorses the findings. It was 
noted that Ships Cove, Hitaua Bay and inner Port Gore have been identified as severely damaged.   

Members were advised that there are currently 11 known sites vulnerable to recreational boat 
anchoring as well as to dredging and seabed-contact trawling and that the adoption of buffer zones to 
prevent accidental encroachment within all significant sites is recommended.  The report also noted 
that sediment plumes from intensive bottom disturbance will affect sensitive filter feeding organisms 
within biogenic habitats and that regulation of activities that disturb the seabed outside of significant 
sites is therefore required to mitigate these adverse effects.   

It was noted that enforcement of these buffer zones would be by way of raising public awareness via 
harbours staff on the water and Council’s website. Members were advised that even though it is 
symbolic we do need to start somewhere. It was noted that there does need to be more policy work 
done and that further discussion by the Regional Planning & Development Committee is appropriate.  

Clrs Arbuckle/Brooks: 
1. That the information be received. 
2. That the Expert Panel report be referred to the Regional Planning and Development 

Committee with a strong recommendation for action within a reasonable timeframe. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Oddie withdrew from the meeting 2.40 pm. 

R.15/16.209 Review of Causes and Consequences of 
Fine Sediment from Forestry in the 
Marlborough Sounds E325-004-004-01 

The report provided a review to the Committee of scientific information of the effects of plantation 
forestry on seabed environments in the Marlborough Sounds, and an analysis of options for mitigation. 
The report was included with the agenda for members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233416). 

Dr Urlich spoke to the report and noted that Council has received a report of damage to a significant 
ecological marine site, Hitaua Bay estuary in the Marlborough Sounds, from sedimentation caused by 
plantation forestry activities.  The source of the sediment was a slip above the estuary associated with 
forestry earthworks.  Consequently a review of scientific literature was undertaken to identify and 
better understand the causes and consequences of adverse effects from forestry in the Sounds.  
These effects include the smothering of seabed habitats by fine sediment, and discolouration of the 
water column, particularly in areas of low current flow in the Sounds.  The ecological impacts observed 
included damage to sensitive biogenic habitats, shellfish mortality and decline in fish numbers. 

Members were advised that plantation forestry is currently a permitted activity in most of the Sounds 
and covers approximately 17,440 hectares.  The review highlighted that generation of fine sediment 
associated with forestry is inevitable no matter how many, and how stringent, the controls.  In part, this 
is due to the periodic occurrence of high intensity rainfall events, the highly erodible bedrock and 
clay-rich soils.   
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Members were advised that fine sediment production is also a function of the periodic removal of 
forest cover and the gradual decay of root systems, which predispose soils to greater erosion risk.  It 
was noted that the susceptibility of soil loss by erosion is most pronounced in the interval between the 
decay of harvested tree root systems and the establishment of the next tree crop.  This is the so-called 
‘window of vulnerability’ to erosion, which typically lasts between five and eight years after harvest. 

It was noted that the report identified a number of options that attempt to reduce the transfer of fine 
sediment into coastal waters during this window.  Dr Urlich discussed the options identified in the 
report but noted that they are unlikely to address the issues raised.  Therefore, the Council may need 
to consider developing its own rules to address community concerns about the current adequacy of 
regulatory measures to protect ecologically significant marine sites and the Sounds as they are of 
national importance and sedimentation effects are one of the key stressors that adversely affect 
ecological processes and ecosystem health.   

It was noted that this is an opportunity to create dialogue with the forestry industry on current 
harvesting methods and its effect on the coastal environment. It was suggested that the report be 
tabled at the Regional Planning and Development Committee for further consideration. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
1. That the information be received. 
2. That the report be referred to the Regional Planning and Development Committee with a 

strong recommendation for further action within a reasonable timeframe. 

3. That a separate analysis on the effect and feasibility of harvesting methods on soil 
conservation and water quality is prepared for the Regional Planning and Development 
Committee. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr J Leggett withdrew from the meeting at 3.00 pm. 

ATTENDANCE: R Beech withdrew from the meeting at 3.15 pm. 

ATTENDANCE: Jamie Sigmund, GIS Analyst was present for the following item. 

R.15/16.x210 Cruise Guide to the Marlborough Sounds - 
Project Update R450-020-005-01 

The purpose of the report was to provide the Committee with a contextual overview of the “Cruise 
Guide to the Marlborough Sounds” App. 

Mr Sigmund gave a visual demonstration to members of the Cruise Guide programme. Members were 
advised that it is not currently available to the public as it is undergoing further testing. It was noted 
that the guide could be made live at any time it was determined to be suitable for release. 

Members were advised that the guide contains a substantial amount of information which can be 
modified and updated as required. It was noted that the App is built for a range of device operating 
systems, and is designed to be responsive “to fit” the screen size available on each device. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
1. That the information be received. 
2. The App be released as soon as is feasible. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Mr A Van Wijngaarden, Council’s Harbour Master, was present for the following two 
items. 

R.15/16.211 Marine Farm Light Audits H100-004-003-15 
An update of the ongoing marine farm light audits carried out was provided for members’ information.  

It was reported that the conditions of consent attached to individual marine farm consents has been 
reviewed and that the process also included a review of farm lighting requirements. It was noted that 
this was seen as an ideal opportunity to rationalise the number of lights each farm required and sought 
to introduce retro reflective tape in conjunction with radar reflectors, where appropriate, in areas where 
it was considered that lights would be superfluous, particularly on the in-shore side of farms.  

Since the majority of consents have now been reviewed, an audit to record compliance with lighting 
requirements has now been resumed.   

It was noted that there is still non-compliance with some farms particularly in the Outer Sound which 
poses a serious safety risk. These farms will continue to be worked with to gain compliance. 

Clrs Jerram/Barsanti:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

R.15/16.x212 Harbour Fees and Charges - Review  
  H100-001-01 
The purpose of the report was to inform the Committee of a review of fees and charges applicable to 
Harbour functions. 

It was noted that Council is empowered to introduce fees and charges in accordance with s33R of the 
Maritime Transport Act 1994 and that the existing fees were set through Bylaw with Council resolving 
that these be reviewed on an annual basis as part of the Annual Plan process. 

It was reported that the fees and charges have been reviewed and it is suggested that no increase be 
proposed for the Financial Year commencing 1 July 2016. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
1. That the information be received. 
2. That the Harbour Fees and Charges remain unchanged for the 2016/17 Financial Year. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE Trevor Hook withdrew from the meeting at 3.30 pm. 

ATTENDANCE: Peter Davidson, Groundwater Scientist and Scott Wilson from Lincoln AgriTech were 
present for the following item. 

R.15/16.213 Current and Predicted Wairau Plain Land 
Use Impacts on Surface Water and 
Groundwater Quality E360-006-01 

The purpose of the report was provide the Committee with information on how the current northern 
Wairau Plain land use affects the quality of underlying groundwater and aquifer fed springs, and be 
able to predict impacts of any future land use changes. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was 
shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233487). 
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Scott Wilson from Lincoln AgriTech spoke to the report and noted that a computer model provided an 
ideal framework for integrating the land-aquifer-stream flow and contamination processes. The model 
was used to analyse the sensitivity of Spring Creek water quality to changes in land uses and aquifer 
flow. It was noted that the model demonstrated the importance of the diluting effect of groundwater 
throughflow/surface flow as a control on water quality, not just crop type.  

Members were advised that the model was able to reproduce current observations of real world 
behaviour and predict nitrate-nitrogen concentrations in Spring Creek water if current land uses were 
changed to dairy pasture or arable crops in the future.  It was noted that more work is planned on the 
sensitivity of the model to soil type, depth to water table and Spring Creek runoff or denitrifying 
processes.  

It was noted that this model will assist Council to set water quality limits in similar land use 
catchments.  

Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

R.15/16.214 Information Package - 
Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 26 November 2015 be received and 
noted. 

Carried 

 
The meeting closed at 4.15 pm. 

Record No:  15233395 

Environment Committee - 26 November 2015 - Page 7 


	Minutes of a Meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2015 commencing at 1.00 pm
	R.15/16.203 Confirmation of Sub-committee Business
	R.15/16.204 Contract for Animal Control Services    E305-000-001
	R.15/16.205 Animal Control Sub-committee    D050-001-A04
	R.15/16.206 Cleanfill and Quarry Monitoring Report   E330-011-001
	R.15/16.207 Hydrodynamic Model Improvements    E325-001-001, E325-001-002
	R.15/16.208 Ecologically Significant Marine Sites Expert Panel Report E325-002-004
	R.15/16.209 Review of Causes and Consequences of Fine Sediment from Forestry in the Marlborough Sounds E325-004-004-01
	R.15/16.x210 Cruise Guide to the Marlborough Sounds - Project Update R450-020-005-01
	R.15/16.211 Marine Farm Light Audits H100-004-003-15
	R.15/16.x212 Harbour Fees and Charges - Review    H100-001-01
	R.15/16.213 Current and Predicted Wairau Plain Land Use Impacts on Surface Water and Groundwater Quality E360-006-01
	R.15/16.214 Information Package -







Minutes of a Meeting of the 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on 
THURSDAY, 26 NOVEMBER 2015 commencing at 1.00 pm.

Present

Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), Mayor Sowman, L M Shenfield, D D Oddie, G S Barsanti, Mr E R Beech (Rural representative), C J Brooks,  J A Arbuckle


Also Present


Councillors J L Andrews, J C Leggett, G I T Evans and T E Hook

In Attendance


Mr H R Versteegh (Manager, Regulatory Department), and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary).

Apologies


Clrs Shenfield/Brooks:

That the apology for absence from Clr Dawson and the withdrawal at 3.00 pm from Clr Leggett be noted.

Carried

R.15/16.203
Confirmation of Sub-committee Business


Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti:

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-committee acting under delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute R.13/14.166) be received and the recommendations adopted:


· D Baxter, 41 Marina Drive, Waikawa, Picton - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).

· G McLeod, 33 Uxbridge Street, Renwick - exemption for doors opening into pool area (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 


Carried

ATTENDANCE: Shelley Lines, Environmental Protection Officer/Contract Manager and Jane Robertson, Environmental Protection Officer, were present for the following item.


R.15/16.204
Contract for Animal Control Services



E305-000-001

The report to the Committee outlined Animal Control’s contract performance and delivery of service provided by the Maataa Waka Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust in accordance with the Dog Control Act 1996. 
To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233404).

It was noted that Maataa Waka Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust have delivered this service for the last 14 years and during that time have gained extensive experience and industry knowledge. A new contract commenced from 1 April 2015 and the core services provided by the contractor and Council’s role were discussed.


Members were advised that during the dog registration period the Maata Waka office hours were increased, this provided more flexibility for customers and resulted in over 500 extra transactions. It was also noted that a dog micro chipping service was offered during this time.

Ms Lines reported that due to increased workloads a fourth Animal Control officer is in the process of being appointed.

It was noted that a patrol strategy has been developed to monitor roaming dogs and other potential breaches of the Dog Control Act 1996 and the Bylaws along with the issuing of infringement notices. It was noted that 56 infringements have been issued so far this year.  

Members were advised that in August 2015 there were 961 unregistered dogs this has now been reduced to less than 300. It was noted that the patrol’s focus is on encouraging compliance, increase public awareness and promote responsible dog ownership and dog safety. 


It was reported that a number of initiatives have been undertaken to provide dog safety education throughout Marlborough along with the continued strengthening of relationships with other contractors.

Members were advised that a health and safety audit has been carried out and a plan has been agreed to to implement recommendations made by the auditor. 


Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti:  


That the report be received.

Carried

R.15/16.205
Animal Control Sub-committee



D050-001-A04

The Animal Control Sub-committee minutes for 16 November 2015 were presented for ratification by the Committee. It was noted that work is continuing with regard to the Renwick dog park and investigation is underway on the layout plans of the pipes, a report on progress will be provided at the next meeting. 

Members were advised that a request has been made to the Napier Council to obtain a copy of their plans to determine whether these would be suitable for use with the Blenheim dog park.

It was reported that the Springlands Vet supplied Eco Friendly Doggy Doo Bags have been approved and Council’s Reserves & Amenities Officer, Robert Hutchinson, is in the process of determining suitable locations for the stands.


It was noted that the de-sexing of stray cats is only being undertaken for town cats not feral cats around the region.


Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti:  


That the notes of the Animal Control Sub-committee meeting held on 16 November 2015 be ratified.

Carried


ATTENDANCE: Lauren Kensington, Environmental Protection Officer, was present for the following item.


R.15/16.206
Cleanfill and Quarry Monitoring Report


E330-011-001

Ms Kensington, Environmental Protection Officer provided a report which updated the Committee on the Compliance Group’s monitoring of cleanfill and quarry activities. 

Members were advised that cleanfills are monitored bi-annually due to the amount of activity occurring with improvement still required by cleanfill operators in some areas.  Ms Kensington noted that they are working with the Science and Monitoring Team to better inform cleanfill operators of their requirements regarding cleanfill guidelines. 


It was reported that ongoing communication and on-site inspections with the cleanfill and quarry operators will occur and that the emphasis with be to ensure that good systems are in place to prevent or adequately manage the environmental effects of the activity. Further education regarding acceptable cleanfill materials will be an emphasis for cleanfill monitoring.  Particular attention to the origin of materials being brought on site will be a focus for the 2016 monitoring programme. 


It was noted that the monitoring results indicate an increased rate of compliance when compared with the 2014 monitoring year.  Cleanfill and quarry operators have been willing to work with Council to achieve better environmental outcomes for the sites they operate from and the surrounding area.

The Compliance Group will continue to take a proactive approach to monitoring both cleanfill and quarry activities.  The quarries monitored this year will continue to be monitored annually to ensure compliance continues, other quarries which are monitored less frequently will also be monitored in 2016.  

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:  


That the information be received.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Steve Urlich, Environmental Scientist, was present for the three following items.


R.15/16.207
Hydrodynamic Model Improvements



E325-001-001, E325-001-002

The purpose of the report was to provide the Committee with analysis and supporting information on the need to further develop the hydrodynamic models following community and industry consultation. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233409).

Members were advised that a number of workshops and presentations have been held to discuss the Pelorus Sound model findings along with the Marine Farming Association (MFA) holding a workshop in Havelock.  The consensus from the groups involved is that further modelling development would be welcomed.  


It was noted that a potential issue identified from the findings was the significant depletion of zooplankton modelled in slow flowing bays within Pelorus Sound. It was reported that a considered approach is being taken to investigate how robust these findings may be with investment in improvements to the underlying skill of the models being provided.  It was noted that funding is available from the Ministry for Primary Industries as an option under an existing contract, however, this is dependent on Council matching the funding.  The work would be delivered in early 2017 and the results presented to Council and the wider community following peer review. It was noted that this work may enable Council to get closer to identifying what could be an ecologically sustainable number of lines in the water for these areas.


Members were advised that Tory Channel will be included in the investigations.

Clrs Oddie/Brooks:  


1. That the information be received.


2. That Council agree to take up the option to undertake additional modelling.

Carried

R.15/16.208
Ecologically Significant Marine Sites Expert Panel Report
E325-002-004

The purpose of the Significant Marine Site Expert Panel report was to provide the Committee with a review of the recent monitoring of significant marine sites, and their evaluation of protection requirements for benthic values at different sites.  The report was included with the agenda for members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233413).

Dr Urlich spoke to the report and advised members that the Panel has reviewed the monitoring results from 2014/15 field season provided by Davidson Environmental and endorses the findings. It was noted that Ships Cove, Hitaua Bay and inner Port Gore have been identified as severely damaged.  


Members were advised that there are currently 11 known sites vulnerable to recreational boat anchoring as well as to dredging and seabed-contact trawling and that the adoption of buffer zones to prevent accidental encroachment within all significant sites is recommended.  The report also noted that sediment plumes from intensive bottom disturbance will affect sensitive filter feeding organisms within biogenic habitats and that regulation of activities that disturb the seabed outside of significant sites is therefore required to mitigate these adverse effects.  


It was noted that enforcement of these buffer zones would be by way of raising public awareness via harbours staff on the water and Council’s website. Members were advised that even though it is symbolic we do need to start somewhere. It was noted that there does need to be more policy work done and that further discussion by the Regional Planning & Development Committee is appropriate. 


Clrs Arbuckle/Brooks:

1. That the information be received.


2. That the Expert Panel report be referred to the Regional Planning and Development Committee with a strong recommendation for action within a reasonable timeframe.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Clr Oddie withdrew from the meeting 2.40 pm.

R.15/16.209
Review of Causes and Consequences of Fine Sediment from Forestry in the Marlborough Sounds
E325-004-004-01

The report provided a review to the Committee of scientific information of the effects of plantation forestry on seabed environments in the Marlborough Sounds, and an analysis of options for mitigation. The report was included with the agenda for members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233416).

Dr Urlich spoke to the report and noted that Council has received a report of damage to a significant ecological marine site, Hitaua Bay estuary in the Marlborough Sounds, from sedimentation caused by plantation forestry activities.  The source of the sediment was a slip above the estuary associated with forestry earthworks.  Consequently a review of scientific literature was undertaken to identify and better understand the causes and consequences of adverse effects from forestry in the Sounds.  These effects include the smothering of seabed habitats by fine sediment, and discolouration of the water column, particularly in areas of low current flow in the Sounds.  The ecological impacts observed included damage to sensitive biogenic habitats, shellfish mortality and decline in fish numbers.


Members were advised that plantation forestry is currently a permitted activity in most of the Sounds and covers approximately 17,440 hectares.  The review highlighted that generation of fine sediment associated with forestry is inevitable no matter how many, and how stringent, the controls.  In part, this is due to the periodic occurrence of high intensity rainfall events, the highly erodible bedrock and clay‑rich soils.  

Members were advised that fine sediment production is also a function of the periodic removal of forest cover and the gradual decay of root systems, which predispose soils to greater erosion risk.  It was noted that the susceptibility of soil loss by erosion is most pronounced in the interval between the decay of harvested tree root systems and the establishment of the next tree crop.  This is the so-called ‘window of vulnerability’ to erosion, which typically lasts between five and eight years after harvest.

It was noted that the report identified a number of options that attempt to reduce the transfer of fine sediment into coastal waters during this window.  Dr Urlich discussed the options identified in the report but noted that they are unlikely to address the issues raised.  Therefore, the Council may need to consider developing its own rules to address community concerns about the current adequacy of regulatory measures to protect ecologically significant marine sites and the Sounds as they are of national importance and sedimentation effects are one of the key stressors that adversely affect ecological processes and ecosystem health.  

It was noted that this is an opportunity to create dialogue with the forestry industry on current harvesting methods and its effect on the coastal environment. It was suggested that the report be tabled at the Regional Planning and Development Committee for further consideration.

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:  


1. That the information be received.


2. That the report be referred to the Regional Planning and Development Committee with a strong recommendation for further action within a reasonable timeframe.

3. That a separate analysis on the effect and feasibility of harvesting methods on soil conservation and water quality is prepared for the Regional Planning and Development Committee.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Clr J Leggett withdrew from the meeting at 3.00 pm.


ATTENDANCE: R Beech withdrew from the meeting at 3.15 pm.


ATTENDANCE: Jamie Sigmund, GIS Analyst was present for the following item.


R.15/16.x210
Cruise Guide to the Marlborough Sounds - Project Update
R450-020-005-01

The purpose of the report was to provide the Committee with a contextual overview of the “Cruise Guide to the Marlborough Sounds” App.

Mr Sigmund gave a visual demonstration to members of the Cruise Guide programme. Members were advised that it is not currently available to the public as it is undergoing further testing. It was noted that the guide could be made live at any time it was determined to be suitable for release.

Members were advised that the guide contains a substantial amount of information which can be modified and updated as required. It was noted that the App is built for a range of device operating systems, and is designed to be responsive “to fit” the screen size available on each device.

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:  


1. That the information be received.


2. The App be released as soon as is feasible.


Carried

ATTENDANCE: Mr A Van Wijngaarden, Council’s Harbour Master, was present for the following two items.

R.15/16.211
Marine Farm Light Audits
H100-004-003-15

An update of the ongoing marine farm light audits carried out was provided for members’ information. 


It was reported that the conditions of consent attached to individual marine farm consents has been reviewed and that the process also included a review of farm lighting requirements. It was noted that this was seen as an ideal opportunity to rationalise the number of lights each farm required and sought to introduce retro reflective tape in conjunction with radar reflectors, where appropriate, in areas where it was considered that lights would be superfluous, particularly on the in-shore side of farms. 


Since the majority of consents have now been reviewed, an audit to record compliance with lighting requirements has now been resumed.  


It was noted that there is still non-compliance with some farms particularly in the Outer Sound which poses a serious safety risk. These farms will continue to be worked with to gain compliance.

Clrs Jerram/Barsanti:  


That the information be received.


Carried


R.15/16.x212
Harbour Fees and Charges - Review



H100-001-01

The purpose of the report was to inform the Committee of a review of fees and charges applicable to Harbour functions.

It was noted that Council is empowered to introduce fees and charges in accordance with s33R of the Maritime Transport Act 1994 and that the existing fees were set through Bylaw with Council resolving that these be reviewed on an annual basis as part of the Annual Plan process.


It was reported that the fees and charges have been reviewed and it is suggested that no increase be proposed for the Financial Year commencing 1 July 2016.


Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:  


1. That the information be received.


2.
That the Harbour Fees and Charges remain unchanged for the 2016/17 Financial Year.


Carried

ATTENDANCE Trevor Hook withdrew from the meeting at 3.30 pm.

ATTENDANCE: Peter Davidson, Groundwater Scientist and Scott Wilson from Lincoln AgriTech were present for the following item.


R.15/16.213
Current and Predicted Wairau Plain Land Use Impacts on Surface Water and Groundwater Quality
E360-006-01

The purpose of the report was provide the Committee with information on how the current northern Wairau Plain land use affects the quality of underlying groundwater and aquifer fed springs, and be able to predict impacts of any future land use changes. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15233487).

Scott Wilson from Lincoln AgriTech spoke to the report and noted that a computer model provided an ideal framework for integrating the land-aquifer-stream flow and contamination processes. The model was used to analyse the sensitivity of Spring Creek water quality to changes in land uses and aquifer flow. It was noted that the model demonstrated the importance of the diluting effect of groundwater throughflow/surface flow as a control on water quality, not just crop type. 


Members were advised that the model was able to reproduce current observations of real world behaviour and predict nitrate‑nitrogen concentrations in Spring Creek water if current land uses were changed to dairy pasture or arable crops in the future.  It was noted that more work is planned on the sensitivity of the model to soil type, depth to water table and Spring Creek runoff or denitrifying processes. 


It was noted that this model will assist Council to set water quality limits in similar land use catchments. 


Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle:  


That the report be received.

Carried


R.15/16.214
Information Package
-


Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:  


That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 26 November 2015 be received and noted.


Carried

The meeting closed at 4.15 pm.
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