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1.0       INTRODUCTION 
The Marlborough District Council (the Council) is a Unitary Authority with functions, duties and 
powers of a regional council and a territorial authority conferred on it by the Local Government Act, 
and as a consequence has a statutory responsibility (pursuant to the Maritime Transport Act 1994 – the 
Act, and any amendments thereto) to respond to actual or potential oil spill events which may occur 
within its area of jurisdiction and that require a regional response.  This plan forms the Marlborough 
element of the New Zealand Marine Oil Spill Response capability and has been prepared in 
accordance with the Act, and amendments thereto. 

New Zealand implements a three-tiered approach to all aspects of marine oil spill readiness and 
response to ensure an appropriate capability to deal with oil spills which is outlined in the New 
Zealand Marine Oil Spill Response Strategy 2015 - 2019The tiers can be summarised as follows: 

Tier 1 – responded to and resolved by the operator 

Tier 2- generally those beyond the capability of an operator acting alone and the response is led 
and resolved by the Regional Council 

Tier 3 – generally the more complex spills, of longer duration and impact and beyond the 
response capability of the Regional Council or operator 

This document, being the Marlborough operational plan for responding to marine oils spills, sets out 
the roles and responsibilities of persons and organisations likely to be involved in a regional marine oil 
spill response and contains relevant information and resources, following the policies and strategies set 
out in the New Zealand Marine Oil Spill Response Strategy. 

 

1.1       Purpose of the Plan 
The purpose of the Marlborough Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan is to facilitate a planned and co-
ordinated response to a marine oil spill within the region. 

This plan describes the regional marine oil spill response organisation and procedures, information on 
oil spill response resources and clean-up techniques, as well as providing guidance on the 
administrative and operational procedures involved in preparation, mobilisation, operation and 
termination of a regional marine oil spill response. 

In the event of a Tier 3 response in Marlborough, this plan will provide Maritime New Zealand with 
specific regional information to assist in responding effectively to the spill. 

 

1.2       Objectives of the Marlborough Oil Spill Contingency Plan 
The primary objectives of a Tier 2 oil spill response are set out in s 303 of the Act, namely: 

• to prevent further pollution from the marine oil spill; 

• to contain and clean-up the marine oil spill in a manner that does not cause further 
damage to the marine environment, or any unreasonable danger to human life, or 
cause an unreasonable risk of injury to any person. 
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It must be noted that in some spill situations, the spill may simply be monitored to ensure that no 
environmental damage occurs, and that no physical clean-up activities are undertaken. (e.g. a spill that 
is being carried away from the shore by prevailing winds and currents, thus not posing a threat to the 
environment) 

Human safety and health have the highest priority in this plan and ccupational safety and health 
requirements form a critical element of any oil spill response undertaken. 

This Plan aims to set out the procedures to: 

• evaluate an oil spill report within one (1) hour of such a report being received; 

• alert affected and interested parties of an oil spill within two (2) hours of a spill being 
reported if this is appropriate; 

•  mobilise appropriate personnel and equipment in support of a Tier 2 response operation 
anywhere within the Marlborough District within five (5) hours of the spill being reported.  
For this purpose, the Marlborough District has been assessed as having a target spill 
capacity of 100 tonnes of Marine Diesel or Light Fuel Oil; 

• commence clean-up operations which mitigate the effects of the spilled oil and contribute to 
the restoration of the environment, anywhere in the District, within six (6) hours of the spill 
being reported.   

• initiate, when appropriate, Tier 2 wildlife protection and rehabilitation operations within 
four (4) hours of a spill being reported; and 

• complete clean-up operation in an expeditious manner within the resources available to this 
Plan 

 

• initiate the collection of evidence and samples for cost recovery/prosecution purposes; 

• undertake investigations and collection of evidence if necessary with the aim of establishing 
the identity of the spiller, and recovering costs from that party; 

2.0       STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 

2.1       PHASE ONE –Discovery, Notification, Evaluation, Identification, Activation. 
Initial Stages of Marine Oil Spill Response 

Action Person Responsible 

Council is informed of an oil spill from an external 
source e.g. general public, CAA, Fire Service, Air 

Force, Tier 1 site, Maritime NZ, the Spiller 

Report received by on call Regional On Scene 
Commander (ROSC) 

Tel 03  520 7400  
FAX 03 573 9056 / 520 7496   
(Fax not monitored 24 hours) 
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Action Person Responsible 

SITUATION EVALUATION / 
INVESTIGATION 

The ROSC must: 

• Verify the report 

• Determine the location and nature of the spill 

• Ascertain whether the spill is being adequately 
managed by Tier 1 responders (if appropriate) 

• Advise RCCNZ and consult with the Oil Spill 
Duty Officer,  Maritime NZ if it is considered a 

significant spill 

• Follows the report with notification through 
WebEOC 

 

 

ROSC  

Incident Requiring a Regional (Tier 2) 
Response 

 

The Regional On Scene Commander takes charge of 
the response operation.  Regional Oil Spill Responders 
are activated and instructed to convene at the regional 

Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) 

The ROSC will also advise the Chief Executive, 
Marlborough District Council and such other parties 

and organisations as may have an interest in or be 
affected by the oil spill 

 

 

Regional On Scene Commander 

Situation Review 

The ROSC will obtain all relevant information 
relating to the spill and, in conjunction with the 

oil spill response team and prepare an appropriate 
action plan.  If appropriate the ROSC will consult 

with the OSDO and National On Scene 
Commander if  this is considered  necessary 

 

 

Regional On Scene Commander 

 

2.1.1       Discovery and Notification of a Marine Oil Spill Incident to Council 
A marine oil spill may be discovered and notification given to Council from the Spiller, Emergency 
Services, member of the public or via the OSDO, Maritime NZ. 

The ROSC, on receiving notification of an actual or potential spill should ensure that all relevant 
information is collected.  If a call is received by the Council’s Call Centre during working hours, the 
Officer receiving the call should record as much information as possible  It is imperative that contact 
details of the person reporting the spill are recorded.  All relevant information must be forwarded to 
the ROSC both verbally and by hard copy as a matter of priority. 
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Following notification, the ROSC becomes responsible for initiating any further action concerning the 
oil spill clean-up. 

Maritime Casualty That May Result In An Oil Spill 
In circumstances where a marine casualty has been reported within the region’s area of responsibility, 
but where no oil spill has occurred, the ROSC should assess the likelihood of a spill happening.  For 
the purpose of this section, ‘maritime casualty’ is defined as: 

• damage, failure or break-down which affects the safety of the vessel, for example collision, 
grounding, fire on board, explosion on board, structural failure, flooding, shifting of cargo; 
or 

• break-down of machinery or equipment which results in impairment of safety of navigation, 
for example failure of steering gear, propulsion, electrical generating systems, or essential 
ship-board navigational aids. 

The ROSC shall assess the implications of the situation and make a decision on whether any response 
is likely to be required, if the operational response team needs to be placed on stand-by, and whether 
other parties need to be given a ‘heads up’ as well. 

2.1.2       Evaluation and Identification of a Marine Oil Spill Incident. 
The first step in any response to a report of an (actual or potential) oil spill incident is investigation 
and/or assessment of the notification. 

The ROSC should, in conjunction with members of the regional response team (if appropriate), assess 
the location and magnitude of the possible spill and whether the responsibility for responding lies with 
the region or Maritime NZ. 

Figure 1 will assist in determining the responsibility for spill response and outlines basic operational 
criteria for determining incident response responsibility.  Other criteria related to the ability to respond 
effectively to the incident may also apply. 
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Figure 1 – Tier 1/Tier 2/Tier 3 Marine Oil Spill Response Interface 
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Inside 12 Nautical Miles 
Should a spill occur within the 12 nautical mile limit of the territorial sea falling within Council’s area 
of jurisdiction, responsibility to investigate and respond rests with Council’s ROSC. 

Initial contact: Council to Maritime NZ 

The ROSC may seek advice or support from Maritime NZ, or may seek to transfer responsibility for 
response control to the NOSC [escalate to a Tier 3 response] 

All initial requests from the ROSC to Maritime NZ for advice, support (both equipment and/or 
personnel) or transfer of responsibility must be directed to RCCNZ in the first instance 

Tel:  0508 472 269 (24hrs) 

and be followed up by a completed ‘ Notification of Marine Oil Spill to Maritime NZ by Councils’ 
through WebEOC 

Subsequent contact between Council and Maritime NZ 

Subsequent communications between the ROSC and Maritime NZ will be via the OSDO or, if a Tier 3 
response is declared, via the NOSC. 

Outside 12 Nautical Miles 
Any oil spill reported or discovered outside the 12 nautical mile limit of the territorial sea becomes the 
responsibility of Maritime NZ. 

Should a spill that originated beyond the 12 nautical mile territorial sea limit that is being responded to 
by Maritime NZ, migrate, or will potentially migrate, to within Council’s area of responsibility, 
Council may be requested to assist (if it is not already doing so), but Maritime NZ will remain the  
lead agency. 

Cost of Clean-up Likely to Exceed NZ$250,000 
Where Council is coping adequately with an oil spill response, but the cost of the clean-up is likely to 
exceed NZ$250,000, the NOSC may declare the response to be a national (Tier 3) response if there is 
too much of a financial burden on the Regional Council.  This ensures that the costs associated with a 
nationally significant response operation become the responsibility of the NOSC and Maritime NZ. 

If it appears that a Tier 2 response is likely to be of national significance, the NOSC and the National 
Response Team will need time to arrange the transition of responsibility.  For this reason it is 
imperative that Council advises Maritime NZ when the regional response operation costs 
exceeds or is estimated to exceed NZ$100,000. 
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Response Escalation 
Tier I to Tier 2 
A Tier 1 site response shall be escalated to become a regional oil spill response when the oil spill 
exceeds the clean-up capability of the Tier 1 site.  

This will occur when the Tier 1 Spill Coordinator (or Ship’s Master if it is a vessel) seeks the support 
of the Regional Council or if the regional council considers that the response needed is beyond the 
capability that the Tier 1 responders can provide. Once this happens the ROSC will take charge and 
control of the response. The response then progresses to Tier 2.  

Tier 2 to Tier 3  
If the spill is beyond the capability or resources at the disposal of the ROSC, the Maritime NZ 
representative, OSDO, or NOSC should be notified as soon as possible, and responsibility for response 
requested to be escalated to Tier 3. If any Tier 2 spill response appears to exceed the escalation criteria 
established in the National Plan the NOSC can assume control of the response and it will be escalated 
to Tier 3. 

 

Maritime NZ Declares a National (Tier 3) Response. 
If the NOSC considers that the regional council is unable to, or is inadequately managing the response 
to an oil spill incident, he/she may declare the response to be a nationally significant oil spill incident 
and have the responsibility for the response transfer to the NOSC. 

The ROSC and regional council will be advised, in writing, of the decision at the time it is taken. 

Once a Tier 3 response has been declared, members of the regional response team will be integrated 
with the national response team and be under the direction of the NOSC 

 

2.1.3       If a Tier 2 Response is Declared/Identified. 
If a Tier 2 response is declared/identified, the following actions will be taken: 

• ROSC assumes full responsibility for the response operation; 

• ROSC notifies Council’s Chief Executive, Maritime NZ and appropriate response 
personnel; 

• ROSC activates the response operation as per 2.1.4 below. 

The Regional On Scene Commander Assumes Control 
The ROSC is responsible to Council’s Chief Executive for the entire marine oil spill response and 
clean-up operation, and is authorised to assume responsibility for a response operation whenever 
he/she considers it appropriate.  The Chief Executive may advise the ROSC to assume command of a 
response to a marine oil spill that has occurred in the Marlborough region. 

Briefing of the Regional On Scene Commander 
When the ROSC has assumed responsibility for a response operation, he will advise Council’s 
Customer Service Centre of this fact.  When the initial report of a marine oil spill has been received by 
the Council’s Call Centre, the Customer Services Officer who has received the call and recorded all 
relevant details is responsible for transmitting all information received regarding the oil spill to the 
ROSC as a matter of priority.  This must include any initial notification details of any other 
communications received by Council about the spill. 
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Regional On Scene Commanders and Contact Details 
In anticipation of an oil pollution incident requiring Council to mount a response, the following 
officers are appointed as: 

Regional On Scene Commander, pursuant to section 318 (1) (a) of 
the Maritime Transport Act 1994 

Alex van Wijngaarden 

(03) 520 7400  (24 hours) 

To be inserted (mobile) 

(03) 573 9056 (fax) 

 

 

 

Alternate Regional On Scene Commander, pursuant to section 318 (1) (b) 
of the Maritime Transport Act 1994:  

David Baker 

(03) 520 3200  

To be inserted(mobile) 

(03)573 9056 (fax) 

To be inserted (a/h) 

 Mike Pryce 

To be inserted 

To be inserted (mobile) 

To be inserted (fax) 

To be inserted (a/h) 

 

Legal Authority of the Regional On Scene Commander. 
The powers of an On Scene Commander are set out in sections 300-328 of the Maritime Transport Act 
1994. 

Section 301 of the Maritime Transport Act 1994 authorises the ROSC to take whatever measures are 
necessary, within the powers set out in the Act, to respond to a spill if notified by the Chief Executive, 
Marlborough District Council, or if he otherwise becomes aware of the spill.  Sections 305 and 311 in 
particular set out specific powers of the ROSC, whilst section 312 sets out specific limits.  All 
designated ROSCs are to be fully familiar with these provisions. 

The role and responsibilities of the ROSC are given in Annex 2, with financial procedures and 
delegations given in Annex 17. 
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Response Costs 
The ROSC has approval from Council’s Chief Executive for financial expenditure up to $100,000. 

Approval for expenditure above this limit is required from the Chief Executive 

All costs incurred during the response shall be separately accounted for 

For the purpose of a potential claim against the spiller, all items of expenditure must be supported by 
specific details.  These are set out in Chapter 15. 

 

2.1.4       Activation of Council’s Regional Marine Oil Spill Response Organisation 
 

Regional Marine Oil Spill Response Structure 
The regional marine oil spill response structure is an integrated system to escalate from and 
complement a Site (Tier 1) response.  It is designed to link in with and utilise the response system of 
the spiller (if present).  The regional structure is under the overall command of the ROSC 

For all issues related to a marine oil spill within Council’s area of jurisdiction, the ROSC has a 
statutory responsibility to act (refer Section 2.1.3 above).  All other parties with an interest in 
supporting the actions of the ROSC, including the spiller, must recognise this role.  However, where 
issues or problems directly or indirectly associated with the incident or response are clearly the 
responsibility of other parties or agencies which are in a better position to act then they should be able 
to do so.  Close liaison with the ROSC is expected and will be reciprocated. 

 

 

Regional Marine Oil Spill Response Organisation Structure 

 

Regional On Scene Commander 

Incident Command Team

Tier 1 Command Team
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Establishment of the Emergency Operations Centre 
The ROSC will notify the Incident Management Team and set up an  Command Centre.  This could 
either be: 

augmenting an existing Tier 1 Emergency Operations Centre (EOC).  The regional response 
team will proceed to the Tier 1 EOC and work with the Tier 1 responders to assume 
management responsibilities.  Tier 1 response team members will be integrated within the 
regional team and be under the direction of the ROSC; 

or, 

the full establishment of the regional EOC (the size being dependant on the magnitude of the 
spill) within the  Marlborough Emergency Operations Centre 

The ROSC will designate appropriate response personnel for mobilisation with some staff having pre-
designated roles.  Contact details for the Command Team Members are set out in Annex 2 

 

Notification of Incident Command Team Members. 
Once notified by the ROSC to activate the Incident Command Centre, the Customer Service Centre 
Co-ordinator will notify the members of the Response Team designated by the ROSC 

Refer to call-out tree below 

Establishment of Emergency Operations Centre 
 

 

Mobilisation of Oil Spill Response Equipment 
Equipment to effectively respond to any marine oil spill that may occur in the region’s area of 
responsibility is located in the Response Shed, West Shore.  A detailed list of this equipment is 
contained in Annex 1. 

All oil spill response equipment is owned by Maritime NZ and loaned to the region under a Loan 
Agreement between Council and Maritime NZ.  The oil spill response equipment subject to the Loan 
Agreement with Maritime NZ may only be used in response to a marine oil spill.  It is recognised that 
several elements of the equipment located in the region may be useful in dealing with non-oil spill 
related emergencies.  In the event of such a request being made, the ROSC must refer this to the Oil 
Spill Duty Officer. Any equipment authorised for release will be subject to a separate hire agreement 
between the Maritime NZ and the User. 
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Should Maritime NZ require that regionally based equipment be mobilised for use in a response 
outside the Marlborough region, such request will be made to the ROSC by any of the following 
persons: 

Manager, Marine Pollution Response Services; 

OSDO (whether on duty or not); 

National On Scene Commander; and 

Maritime NZ Technical Services staff. 

Any such request will be directed at the ROSC who will make all necessary preparations and mobilise 
such staff as he considers appropriate to expedite dispatch of requisitioned equipment. 

Incident Command Team Structure 
The Incident Command Team works from the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC), the centre of 
operations during an oil spill response.  The EOC should be as close as practicable to the oil spill area, 
but still ensuring that communications and necessary facilities are on-hand and operational.  It is 
recognised that, owing to the size of the region and dependant on the size of the spill, this may not be 
possible. 

For significant spills, the Marlborough Emergency Operations Centre, Wither Road extension, is 
designated as the primary EOC location.  The EOC for a smaller spill will be established at the 
Harbour Office in Picton 

When considered necessary by the ROSC, a forward field command post will be established as close 
as possible to the spill site.  Marlborough Search and Rescue have a Communications Vehicle ideally 
suited for setting up a forward command post in most areas (not 4WD).  This vehicle has established 
VHF, HF and CB radio capability on Civil Defence, SAR and Amateur frequencies with wider 
capability, if required. 

Contact for use of this vehicle can be made through Civil Defence or Blenheim Police. 

The Incident Command Team Structure is set out below.  The roles and responsibilities of each 
member of the team are outlined in Chapter 3. 

Incident Command Team Structure 

Regional On Scene Commander

Representatives of Spiller, 
Cargo Management, 

Technical support, iwi etc

Media & Community Affairs 
Co-ordinator

Health and Safety 
Co-odinator

Operations 
Manager

Planning 
Manager

Logistics & 
Administration 

Manager 
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A more detailed break-down of each section within this structure is provided in Chapter 3.  
Depending on the size of the spill and subsequent response, positions will be filled as required.  
Indicated positions may be filled by more than one person, but on the other hand, one person may be 
responsible for more than one of these roles.  It is essential, however, that provision for relieving 
personnel is considered at an early stage.  The positions identified may be filled by Tier 1 or Tier 2 
response personnel, depending on where the expertise is found.  Many roles are likely to be filled by 
representatives of organisations with specialist functions, e.g. Police, contractors etc.  

 

2.2       PHASE TWO –Development of an  Action Plan 
The following order of events is typical of the procedures that will take place once response staff are 
assembled at the designated Incident Command Centre: 

• ROSC convenes a briefing meeting with Tier 1 (if appropriate) and regional (Tier 2) senior 
response staff. 

• All Tier 1 response personnel at the EOC become part of the regional response team 

• ROSC develops and approves an  Action Plan. 

 

Each spill event requires a specific  Action Plan (AP) tailored to the incident.  The AP sets out a clear 
strategy for spill response, which is then converted into an operational plan/response by EOC staff.  It 
is the responsibility of the Planning Section within the EOC to facilitate and co-ordinate the 
preparation of the AP for signing-off by the ROSC. 

The development of the AP must include an assessment of the appropriateness of any current spill 
response plan implemented at the Tier 1 level (if relevant), and modify this if and as necessary.  The 
Planning Section will carry out the following tasks: 

• Evaluate the spill incident and any current spill response plan.  Chapter 6 provides criteria, 
procedures and decision trees which will be of assistance. 

• Determine both the short-term and long-term objectives of the response 

• Develop a  Action Plan (AP) which should include: 

- the strategy for the response and the necessary action to be undertaken 

- clear objectives for all actions 

- clear time-lines for actions and phases of actions 

- clear statement of responsibility for actions and tasks set. 

• Determine the resources and expertise needed, and those available.  Annexes 1 & 2 provide 
equipment and personnel lists, and mobilisation instructions. 

• Provide a mechanism for feed-back, with continuous monitoring of the spill response and 
modifications of the AP as appropriate. 
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The ROSC will communicate the AP to the entire Incident Response Team, and is responsible 
for ensuring that Council’s Chief Executive is also briefed on the AP. 

As part of the response process, all section managers within the EOC are required to maintain a 
detailed events log.  This will form the basis of the event history, assist in recovery of costs, 
undertaking of enforcement procedures (if warranted) and be used in the running of the post incident 
(‘cold’) debriefs. 

 

Annexes relevant to the IAP are: 

Annex 1 Equipment and Resources 

Annex 2  Personnel Lists and Mobilisation 
Instructions 

Annex 3 Communications 

Annex 4 Sensitive Areas and Coastal 
Information  

Annex 5 Prediction of Oil Movement and 
Behaviour 

Chapter 4 Oil Types and Characteristics  

Chapter 6 Clean-up – Response options for 
Different Environments 

Chapter 7 Dispersant Use 

Chapter 8 Health and Safety 

Chapter 9 Wildlife 

Chapter 11  Waste 

Chapter 13 Places of Refuge 

 

For further pertinent and useful supporting information, reference should be made to: 

• Maritime NZ’s Oil Spill Management Resource Manual (OSM Resource Manual) 

• Regional Coastal Plan 

• DoC’s Coastal Resources Inventory 

• NZ Nautical Almanac 

• REM ltd. 1999 ‘Oil Waste Material – Landfill Disposal options in New Zealand. 

• AMSA/Maritime NZ ‘Waste Reception Facilities In Australia and New Zealand. 
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2.3       PHASE THREE:    Action Plan Implementation 
 

2.3.1 End Point Criteria 
 
 When undertaking any response activity, and especially during a shoreline clean-up it is essential to 
identify appropriate end point criteria for ceasing response activities. There may be conflicting opinions 
between stakeholders and affected parties on the extent of cleaning that should occur therefore these 
should be developed in consultation with these affected parties, however the final decision lies with the 
ROSC. The Action plan should clearly identify the end point criteria for ceasing clean-up and response 
operations.  

When determining end point criteria a critical question is whether human intervention can accelerate 
recovery and whether such steps can accelerate the natural processes that bring about the removal of 
oil.  The use of net environmental benefit analysis (NEBA) will assist in reaching a decision whether 
further clean-up is likely necessary and is based on conflicting factors to be balanced and the best 
compromise sought. 

The key elements of NEBA are: 

• A good understanding of the fate and effects of oil on the ecology of the environment as well 
as the strengths and weaknesses of the proposed clean-up methods, including natural 
cleaning 

• Assessment of the environmental outcomes of using a particular technique compared to those 
of natural cleaning 

• Weighing the advantages and disadvantages with reference to the ecological value and 
human uses of the environmental resource to decide the optimum clean-up strategy 

The feasibility of removing oil has to be considered.  It may simply not be physically possible to 
remove any further oil or to remove sufficient to derive significant benefit to the affected resources, for 
example, oil submerged at depth.  

The setting of end-point criteria forms a critical part of the response planning process and provides a 
decision making tool for Response Termination.   As a guide, the table below, which is internationally 
accepted, provides the necessary guidance for the development of end point criteria: 

Resource Definition of ‘Clean’ 

Amenity beaches and structures (jetties, 
slipways) 

No visible oil 

No oil that rubs off on people of boats 

Water surface (as used by birds and mammals) No visible oil slicks or sheens that could adhere to 
feathers or fur 

Water surface (as habitat for fish, corals, 
seagrasses, aquaculture species) 

Oil concentrations should not exceed normal 
background levels.  Must not be toxic to key 
species 

Shorelines ( As habitat for algae, mangroves, 
molluscs, crustaceans etc) 

Need not be visibly clean, but remaining residues 
must not inhibit ecological recovery through toxic 
or smothering effects 

Shoreline (as an ecosystem interacting with other 
aquatic near-shore ecosystems) 

Remaining residues must not be mobile such that 
they will leach out into nearshore waters 
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2.3.2  Media Relations 
Co-operative media relations must be developed early in the response, and regular press releases made 
during the response. Chapter 14 sets out general procedures and guidelines to be used when working 
with the media.  Unless otherwise approved by the ROSC, the only persons within the Incident 
Command Team who will communicate with the media during an oil spill response will be the ROSC 
and the EOC Media and Community Affairs Co-ordinator.  Such communication will be limited to the 
particulars of the spill and the response operation.  Other matters shall be referred to Council’s Chief 
Executive. 

All other operations personnel involved in the oil spill response clean-up teams must refer the media 
courteously to the media centre (if established) and/or appropriate phone numbers for members of the 
media team. 

Media queries outside the subject of the spill clean-up should be forwarded by the Media Co-ordinator 
to the appropriate organisation or individual to provide that comment. 

The Incident Command Team, including the Media and Community Relations section should not be 
expected to handle enquiries from the general public.  General enquiries should be handled by 
Council’s Customer Service Centre.  Should media calls come through the Customer Service Centre, 
Customer Service Officers will be briefed to give these calls top priority and pass them immediately to 
the media team. 

It must be noted that good media management is a critical component of the publicly visible 
success or otherwise of any response operation, and that other parties (e.g. the spiller, 
environmental interests etc.) will want to or need to be involved.  This should preferably be with 
the ROSC and response team, rather than as an uncoordinated approach.  Chapter 14 sets out 
protocols for this to occur. 

Given the media team’s primary job is to effectively communicate the ROSC’s plans and the response 
teams actions to the media, the public and other concerned groups, the ROSC must give the highest 
priority in providing access and information to the media team.  Operational details need to be 
delegated effectively by the ROSC to allow time for this access. 

 

2.3.2     Financial Delegations 
Council’s Chief Executive has delegated the Regional On Scene Commander the ability to expend a 
maximum of $100,000 for any one spill event with a maximum expenditure of $5,000 per single item.  
For the purchase of any item costing, or expected to cost, in excess of this amount, prior approval 
needs to be obtained from Council’s Chief Executive. 

The Administration & Logistics Manager is to advise the ROSC when it becomes apparent that 
the maximum of $100,000 is reached or is likely to be reached.  This is a trigger for Council’s 
Chief Executive and the ROSC to confer with the Director, Maritime NZ, with a view of 
considering escalating the response to a Tier 3 or national response 
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2.3.2 Cost Tracking and Accounting. 
Cost Tracking must be rigorously applied throughout the response.  Chapter 15 sets out financial 
protocols that must be followed during an oil spill response. 

High priority must be given to the gathering of sufficient and accurate information to enable recovery 
of costs from the spiller.  In many instances, the spiller will be known.  Therefore, they (via their 
insurers or P & I Club) may agree to meet costs (although the exact magnitude of those costs may be 
debated).  In other instances, either the spiller is not known or they may not agree to pay the costs.  In 
this latter instance, costs can be recovered in two ways, via a successful prosecution or via civil action 
in Court.  In the former case, application needs to be made to Maritime NZ to recover costs from the 
Oil Pollution Fund 

 

2.3.3       Sampling and Evidence Collection. 
Chapter 10 sets out details for obtaining samples and gathering information to enable a successful 
prosecution and/or civil action to be taken.  Full and accurate documentation of all actions taken 
during the sampling and evidence collection process is a critical component of cost recovery and 
attention to detail is vital. 

2.3.4       Documentation 
Records of all communications (telephone conversations, faxes and file notes must be recorded), all 
financial transactions and expenditure, and a chronological account of the incident must be kept.  The 
procedures for this are detailed in Chapter 16, 

2.3.5       Communications 
Methods of communications that may be used during a response are detailed in Annex 3 

2.3.6       Security 
Security for the EOC and the response operation in the field must be implemented for the safety of the 
response personnel and the public, protection of equipment and maintaining accessibility to those 
areas affected by the spill 

 

2.4       PHASE FOUR:      Response Termination 
 

2.4.1       Response Termination 
The ROSC may, following discussions with  the Chief Executive, terminate any marine oil spill 
response undertaken by the Council.  The decision will be made taking into account whether the 
objectives of the response have been achieved based on expert Regional On Scene Commander and 
environmental advice.  Prior to seeking termination of the response, the ROSC will hold a meeting of 
all EOC Managers and senior response staff.  The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether the 
AP objectives have been achieved and the incident response has been adequately completed. 

If this decision is likely to be contentious, the decision to terminate the response may be referred, by 
Council’s Chief Executive, to the Director, Maritime NZ 
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Response termination includes the recovery, cleaning and maintenance of all equipment used during 
the clean-up, the demobilisation of all personnel involved in the response, and collation and 
completion of all documentation associated with the spill response, including expenditure reports. 

Before response personnel depart their posts, they should attend a debriefing meeting with their 
section supervisors.  These supervisors will then attend debriefings with their managers and the ROSC 
(‘hot debrief’) 

 

2.4.2       Debriefing 
A debriefing of senior response staff and managers will be held following the termination of the 
response.  This debriefing can be facilitated and chaired by the ROSC, or this could be delegated to an 
external person. 

The debriefing will enable a review of the Tier 1 (if appropriate) and the regional (Tier 2) plan and 
will highlight areas where the response (and planning) could be improved  

The ROSC is responsible for arranging the time and venue of the debriefing and will ensure that those 
persons and/or representatives of supporting organisations are advised of such arrangements.  Costs 
associated with attending this debriefing or completion of reports form part of the overall incident 
response. 

 

2.5       PHASE FIVE:    Post Operations – Documentation of Costs/Litigation 
Every effort must be made to recover the costs of the clean-up from the spiller. 

Chapter 15 details the financial delegations and procedures that must be followed during the 
response.  Chapter 10 sets out the best practice relating to prosecution and cost recovery.  It is 
imperative that careful records are kept of all expenditure throughout the response. 

It must be noted that costs will still be incurred after the termination of the clean-up phase of the 
incident and these need to be accounted for as well. 
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Introduction1 
 
“Sheltered Environments 
In the Marlborough Sounds, sheltered coasts comprise a large proportion of the coastal area.  The 
sheltered shores include: Pelorus & Queen Charlotte Sounds, Croisilles Harbour, Port Underwood, 
Current basin, and many of the bays of the outer Marlborough Sounds area (eg. Forsyth, Anakoha, 
Guards).  The most sheltered shore types in the Marlborough Sounds include estuaries and intertidal 
flats such as Pelorus and Kaituna estuaries.  On the east coast, sheltered shores are uncommon. 
Sheltered shores are restricted to estuarine and river mouth areas, the largest being Vernon Lagoons 
and Lake Grassmere 
 
Physical characteristics of sheltered coasts include: 
 

- The rarity or absence of large waves or swells 
- Shallow off-shore areas 
- Domination by fine sediments 
- Tidal and/or fresh water currents 
- Mixed salinities, including brackish waters 

 
Exposed Environments 
Exposed shores dominate the east coast and the outer Marlborough Sounds.  This environment 
includes areas such as Brothers, Stephens (Takapourewa), Trio Islands Awash, Walker and Cook 
Rocks, and all of the outer coast of the east coast from Rarangi to the Ure River mouth 
 
Physical characteristics include: 

- Regular exposure to large waves or ocean swells 
- Domination by coarse sediments 
- Ocean salinities 

 
Risk Sites 
 
Tier 1 Sites 
A number of Tier 1 sites in the region dispense petrol and/or diesel through bowser arrangements at 
‘boat stops’.  These sites are subject to Marine Protection Rule 130 (B) and as such have individual site 
plans.  Copies of the site plans listed below are held at the Harbour Master’s office: 
 

Location Quantity Stored 
Fishermen’s Wharf 

Boat Stop 

Picton 

  50,000 litres Diesel 

10,000 litres Petrol 

U ? 

Waikawa Marina 

Boat Stop 

20,000 litres Petrol 

50,000 litres Diesel 

U 

 

1 Eco lo g ically Im p o r t an t  Mar in e, Fr esh w at er , Islan d s an d  Main lan d  ar eas f ro m  Cap e So u cis t o  Ur e River - Do C 
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Location Quantity Stored 
Oyster Bay 

Port Underwood 

 31,800 litres Diesel 

U 

Havelock Wharf 78,000 litres Diesel 

13,000 litres Petrol 

U 

Wilson Bay 

Pelorus Sound 

18,184 litres Petrol 

9,092 litres Diesel 

U 

Elaine Bay 

Pelorus Sound 

10,000 litres Petrol 

10,000 litres Diesel 

U 

French Pass Wharf  

  

 
Shipping Movements 
 
The Marlborough Sounds are both extensive and diverse.  It has exposed coastal and inshore waters, 
areas of high tidal velocity, as well as relatively sheltered areas of the inner Marlborough Sounds.  
Accordingly a variety of marine environments exist.  Most notably the exposed coastal sea areas are 
directly influenced by weather systems in Cook Strait and in the narrow passages strong tidal streams 
create extremely turbulent conditions.  

The prevailing wind is from the north, however, winds flowing through valleys and over ridges results in 
local accelerations, variable direction and gustiness at sea level 

Due to the low inputs from river systems sediment accretion to the Sounds is generally low and most 
sediment is caught either at the mouth or head, so that depths are relatively stable.   

Navigational use is varied with a large range of vessel types including ships engaged on international and 
coastal trades, fishing and small commercial vessels, marine farming and supporting craft found in the 
area 

The Sounds may be divided up into distinct areas, these being the Queen Charlotte and Pelorus 
(including Kenepuru) Sounds, Admiralty Bay and Croisilles Harbour.  The areas differ somewhat in 
physical characteristics, but more significant is the difference in the patterns of navigational use.   Distinct 
patterns are evident, with the greatest range and concentration of use confined to the Queen Charlotte 
Sound and Tory Channel.  Pelorus Sound, Admiralty Bay and Croissilles Harbour are used more 
extensively for marine farming and large ships are generally absent from this area (with the exception of 
occasional cruise vessel and ferry visits into Pelorus Sound).   

The nature of the physical environment in several areas requires precise vessel handling and navigation, 
so that even where overall use is low, significant hazard potential may still exist.  
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French Pass 

French Pass (or Te Aumiti) is connected to Admiralty Bay with the pass lying between D’Urville Island 
to the North and Channel Point to the South providing an inner route between Cook Strait and Tasman 
Bay.  This takes some 15 miles off the alternative route around Stephens Island. The fairway is marked 
by a mid-channel beacon and a lighthouse on Channel Point,  where the width of the fairway is less 
than one cable and minimum depth 6 metres.    The dogleg approach to the pass is such that vessels 
intending to transit from opposite directions are not in sight of one another and therefore rely on 
broadcast and receipt of accurate VHF 10 minute ‘All Ships’ calls being made by those approaching on 
Channel 65.    

Navigational use of the pass is limited to vessels under 120 metres length through Harbour Bylaw.  
Admiralty Bay forms part of the Pelorus Sound Pilotage District and all vessels greater than 500 Gross 
Tonnage are required to carry a pilot.  Although actual frequency of transits is unknown, the most 
frequent users are fishing vessels, some with AIS transponders.  Leisure vessels also transit the pass 
while cruising the area or on passage to Nelson.  Vessels would be of less than 500 gross tons.  
Admiralty bay is used for the trans-shipment of oil rigs from time-to-time  

 

Eastern Entrance to Tory Channel 

The entrance to Queen Charlotte Sound from the Tory Channel Entrance area the major inter island 
shipping transit route with upwards of 90 movements per week.  Additionally, large numbers of smaller 
vessels use this route on a daily basis. Harbour Bylaws prevent vessels in excess of 500 gross tonnes 
from using this route without prior permission from the Harbour Master.  Quite clearly this area is at 
considerable risk in the event of marine casualty. 
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Priority Ecological Areas for Protection 
General Comment 
 
Seabirds are a feature of the Sounds, in particular penguins and shags.  Little (Blue) Penguin spend 
the majority of their life on/in the water, coming ashore only to breed.  Spotted Shag, Little Shag and 
large Pied Shag all commonly occur in the Sounds and spend a large amount of their time in the water, 
as do Fluttering Shearwaters.   The King Shag, a rare and endangered species, is endemic to the 
Marlborough Sounds, with a total population of approximately 600.   The small population size and the 
restricted distribution make it particularly vulnerable.   If any oil spill occurred in the Marlborough 
Sounds, it is most likely that these species would be most affected. 
 
Much will depend on the quantity and type the oil spilled and movement of the resulting slick.  Of the 
areas considered to be of greatest risk the Northern Entrance of Queen Charlotte Sound would rate as 
being the most important.  There is a Marine Reserve in the area which is considered to be of National 
importance.  The French Pass, D’Urville Island and Stephens Island areas would be almost as 
important where wildlife would be of greatest concern with regard to ‘oiling’.  In the Eastern Entrance to 
Tory Channel and associated areas, any oil spill may have a significant effect on marine life and is a 
site identified as one where an oil spill as a result of a marine casualty may occur. 
 
Marine farming activity is widespread throughout the Marlborough Sounds but particularly so in Pelorus 
Sounds, Admiralty Bay and Croisilles Harbour.  Generally, marine farms consist of surface lines from 
which shell fish growing lines are suspended to a depth of several metres, depending on the farm site.  
Salmon is farmed in both Pelorus and Queen Charlotte Sounds in fixed cages.  Additionally, other 
species, such as oysters, seaweed and other fin fish, are also farmed within existing farm areas on a 
trial basis.  There are also a number of shore-based paua farms that rely on the continuous availability 
of clean, fresh seawater. 
 
The Wairau (Vernon) Lagoon system, adjoining Cloudy Bay, consists of approximately 2,300 ha of tidal 
estuary and surrounding coastal wetlands.  The Boulder Bank, which acts as a barrier between the 
lagoon and the sea, has formed by the northward movement of material from the Awatere River.  
During adverse southerly weather, vessels quite often anchor in this area to await easing weather in 
order to make entry into Wellington.  As a consequence, and due to the sensitivity of the lagoon, this 
area is also recognised as having a high risk to spilled oil. 
 
Because of its unique situation, and taking the above into account, environmental issues are significant 
when responding to an oil spill in the Region 
. 
Consideration of priority areas for protection against damage from oil spills outlined in this Annex 
discusses the following in relation to priority areas for protection: 

• local environmental conditions; 

• preferred response options 

• restrictions on response options 

• access. 

Information provided does not only focus on areas of ecological value, but may also include the 
following resources: 

• cultural 

• physical 

• biological/wildlife 

• fisheries 
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• recreational; 

• historic 

• archaeological 

• human modification factors 

Seasonal variations influencing the degree of protection for an area need to be a consideration in some 
areas, for example, migration of birds, wildlife breeding seasons, holiday use of shorelines. 
 
Sources of Additional Information 
In addition to the specific areas identified for special protection in this Annex, information on other 
areas where an oil spill may threaten the coastline is available in: 
 

Regional Coastal Plan 
DoC’s Coastal Resources Inventory 
Areas of Significant Conservation Value identified by DoC for inclusion in the Regional Coastal 
Plan 
Other databases held by DoC, eg. Recommended Areas for Protection 
New Zealand Coastal Resources Atlas 
Iwi Plans (if available) 

Sensitivity of other areas of coastline, where not specifically discussed can be identified by examining 
the substrates in order of increasing sensitivity, has been detailed in various reports, including the New 
Zealand Atlas of Coastal Resources. 
 
Where the ROSC becomes aware of or is informed of a spill in areas other than those identified above, 
within the Marlborough Region, he should refer to the report on ‘Ecologically significant Marine Sites in 
Marlborough, New Zealand’.  This Document has been compiled by the Council in partnership with the 
Department of Conservation and should be used in conjunction with this Plan.  A copy of this document 
is available at Council’s office in Blenheim with a further copy held at the Harbour Office.  The 
Document discusses the environmentally sensitive areas that are found within the Region in detail. 
 
In many cases the use of approved dispersants may be the preferred response action, especially if the 
spilled oil is off-shore.  In such cases the ROSC will consult and discuss this matter with advisors at 
EOC and any such other persons as the ROSC may consider necessary.  This includes the completion 
of the MNZ Dispersant Use Guidelines.  The final decision to use or not to use dispersant shall, in 
all cases, rest with the ROSC.  Information regarding approved dispersants allowed and their use 
within New Zealand are found in Chapter 7 
 
To aid the ROSC and Environmental Agencies in determining the most appropriate method by which to 
effect a clean-up strategy, shoreline cleanup decision guides have been reproduced and can be found 
in Chapter 6. 
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Admiralty Bay – General Information 
 
ADMIRALTY BAY 

 
Eastern shore Admiralty Bay 
 
Shoreline Assessment  
The shoreline is predominantly steep sloping bedrock with some areas where rock falls have left large 
boulders lining the shoreline.   
 
In the coves around the shoreline there are small, coarse mixed sand and gravel beaches, generally 
not more than 200 metres long and often only approximately 50 metres long.  In nearly all of these 
coves there is a house, some permanently inhabited, and the majority also have substantial jetties.  
Only some of these properties appear to have any road access.  The beaches in these coves have a 
considerable amount of timber debris at the high tide line. It is thought that most of these properties 
would have telephones and/or access to marine radio.  
 
The coastal character along the length of the bay is a mixture of agricultural and regenerating natural 
scrub covering steep hillsides.  The bathymetry is similarly steep. 
 
Environmental Values that May be Impacted by Oil 
- There are very extensive areas of marine farming from Whangapoto Point south to Hamilton Island, 

which is the area trajectory modelling predicts as being the most significant impact risk from a spill 
in the centre of Admiralty Bay. 

- There is human habitation close to the water in the coves along the eastern side of the bay, with 
obvious use of the shoreline for boating (including essential transport). 

- The coves appear to be used by small numbers of shorebirds, including oystercatchers and gulls. 
- There is sub-tidal seaweed visible near to the shoreline.  
- Pied cormorants are quite common in the area, both diving into water and resting on the mussel 

line floats.  
- Seals are quite common in the open water of the bay and dusky dolphins are also known to 

frequent the area. 
- The shoreline does not appear to support any significant ecological values and is moderately high 

energy on the more exposed side of the bay due to predominant winds and swell from the north 
and west.   

- Hamilton Island is a Scenic Reserve and has known archaeological sites although it appears that 
these values are not on the shoreline, which is steep bedrock and fairly inaccessible. 

- Seasonally, large rafts of sooty, fleshfooted and fluttering shearwaters, terns, gannets and re billed 
gulls are attracted to the open waters of the bay, many of them breeding on the Trio Islands 
(identify the season – DoC)  
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Western shore Admiralty Bay including D’Urville Island 
 
Shoreline Assessment 
The shoreline on this side of the bay is predominantly steep sloping bedrock.  There are some areas 
where the shoreline has boulders, although less than the eastern side of the bay.  There are also fewer 
and much smaller coves with beaches on this side of the bay and less human habitation, with the 
exception of French Pass village.  Coastal character is generally dense natural vegetation on steep 
hillsides. 
 
D’Urville Island has some areas where coves extend back into low-lying vegetated scrub.  Access to 
the island is by water taxi from French Pass.  
 
Other than in Catherine Cove (D’Urville Island) there is no established aquaculture on this side of the 
bay.   
 
Environmental Values that May be Impacted by Oil 
 
Human habitation at French Pass and some tourism at French Pass and on D’Urville Island. 
 
French Pass is a productive area where gulls and other seabirds often feed and raft up.  Dolphins and 
seals often frequent the area.  
 
Low-lying scrub in coves on D’Urville Island is likely to provide significant habitat for birds and 
invertebrates.  D’Urville Island also has a large number of archaeological sites, the only ones of which 
could be affected by oil are likely to occur in these same coves.  
 
Response and Protection Priorities 
The main risk associated with a spill of oil or diesel in the bay is economic loss due to mortality, tainting 
or perceived contamination of the mussels and fouling of the surface floats on the mussel lines.  The 
other priority issue is potential impact on the people living on the eastern shore of the bay, including 
oiling of beaches and jetties and associated health and safety issues.  
 
Large scale mortality or even tainting of mussels is unlikely to occur in the event of a surface slick 
unless the oiling was extensive and persistent, although wave action could move light products like 
diesel deep enough into the water column to cause some impacts.  However, there would be inevitably 
be concerns about contamination of the mussels and this may have a significant impact on the 
saleability of the product even if testing showed it to be clean.  Dispersing oil in the area of, or where 
the dispersed oil plume will move through the mussel farms, is more likely to cause mortality or tainting,   
Sampling of mussels for contamination would be essential in the event of a spill.  
 
The majority of the shoreline does not have environmental values that would be impacted by oiling and 
these sites would gradually self-clean, although oil may pool in boulders and remobilise.  There are no 
particular ecological values on these shorelines that would be impacted by use of low or high-pressure 
water cleaning if this was required to remove bulk oil and prevent remobilisation.  
 
Beaches in coves will be slower to recover and penetration of the oil into coarse sediments may be a 
remobilisation issue.  Where there is oiling in coves some level of clean-up will be required for the sake 
of residents and to prevent oiling of shorebirds.  Protection of coves with booms may be feasible in 
many places.  
 
Operational Spill Response Issues 
 
- Tidal range in the bay is up to ~2 metres. 

- Access to Admiralty Bay is by water from Picton, Havelock, Nelson or French Pass.  Water access 
from Picton is more weather dependent and is also considerably further than from Havelock. 
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- There is road access to French Pass, and it would take approximately 3 hours to drive with 
equipment from either Nelson or Picton to French Pass.   

- French Pass has some accommodation and a general store and would provide a suitable on-site 
staging point for response activities.  There are large areas of flat, grassed land at French Pass 
that could be used to establish secondary storage and decontamination facilities. 

- There is very limited road access, which appears unsuitable for anything other than 4WD or 
motorbikes, to the shoreline on the eastern side of the bay.   

- There is no road access to the western side of the bay except to French Pass and the water taxi 
jetty and a very few other sites on D’Urville Island.  

- There are large barges operating out of both Picton and Havelock, as well as numerous mussel 
barges that work in the bay that would provide effective work platforms for spill response.   The 
barges are generally capable of loading to and from the beach at French Pass and coves in the 
bay.  

- The larger mussel barges have a capacity of up to 100 tonnes and have lifting equipment on board.  
Barge speeds are approx. 7-8 knots.    

- There are excellent loading facilities at the marina at Havelock.  

- Access onto the rocky shorelines is not possible, although the water depth makes it feasible to get 
quite close to the shore from the water in a shallow-draft vessel. 

- Access to the coves from the water is feasible, and is facilitated by jetties along the eastern side of 
the bay. 

- It is likely that many of the properties on the eastern bay would have their own small tractor (used 
for moving boats) and would be able to assist with shoreline pre-cleaning of debris. 

- Due to permanent residents living on the eastern shore it would be necessary to contact these 
people in the event of a spill and a list of contact details should be obtained. 

- The mussel lines on the eastern side are a navigation hazard, particularly in low visibility. 
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Photo 1: Typical rocky shoreline Admiralty Bay 
 

 
Photo 2: Typical shoreline and coastal character and shoreline Admiralty Bay 
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Photo 3: Cove with home and jetty Eastern side Admiralty Bay 
 
 

 
Photo 4: Debris on mixed sediment beach Eastern side Admiralty Bay 
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Photo 5: Mussel lines East side Admiralty Bay 
 

 
Photo 6: Elmslie Bay Settlement 
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Pelorus Sound 
 
This Sound extends about 25 nautical miles generally SSW, through several reaches with branching 
arms and bays.  Except at the head of the Sound, the surrounding land is steep and mountainous, 
rising to elevations over 900m, covered in many places with dense bush. Prevailing NW and SE winds 
blow throughout the reaches. When the winds are strong in Cook Strait, the Sound is subject to heavy 
gusts off high lands from the mountain gullies 
 
Extensive marine farming activities take place throughout this Sound 
 
The Sound is subject to compulsory pilotage for vessels greater than 500 gross tonnage, but these 
vessels rarely call here.  Traffic patterns are predominantly small commercial marine farming vessels 
and recreational craft 
 
Outer Sounds Bays 
 
Waitui Bay and Port Gore 
 
The shores of Waitui Bay are steep with cliffs.  Around Port Gore there is high land covered with scrub.  
There is marine farming activity on the southern and western shores of Port Gore 
 
Queen Charlotte Sound 
 
The Sound extends about 25 nautical miles in a SW direction.  Tory Channel meets the Sound at 
Dieffenbach Point.  The land is high rising over 600m , with greater elevation near Picton and on the 
NW of the Sound.  The higher parts and islands are generally covered in scattered regenerating native 
bush.  Along the shores of many bays there is residential development.   
 
There is limited marine farming activity within this Sound concentrated predominantly in the East Bay 
area.  Some marine farms are also found in Tory Channel 
 
Port Underwood 
 
Port Underwood is a large inlet divided at its head by a peninsula (The Tongue) forming two arms and 
containing numerous bays.  Extensive marine farming activity occurs in the area except for along the 
western shore of the Port. 
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Site Croisilles Islands  Risk Rating (3 = Low)      1  2    3   

DESCRIPTION 

Otuhaereroa (Goat) Island, Motuanauru Island and Moukirikiri Island are three small islands in Outer 
Croisilles Harbour.  They generally have very rocky, steep coastlines with numerous rock reefs, 
platforms and boulder banks, often with considerable intertidal area.  Small sandy beaches have 
developed over the years during sea level rise.  The islands have a high diversity of habitat types in a 
localised area.  The boulder spits associated with the larger two islands are very uncommon in the 
Sounds 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

Rocky, steep coastline 

Numerous reefs platforms and boulder banks 

Considerable intertidal areas 

Small sandy beaches with boulder spits. 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
Reef heron (Egretta sacra sacra), may nest on the islands, as does the rare variable oyster catcher 
(Haematopus unicolor).  Sooty shearwater nest on the larger two islands in moderate numbers.  There 
is an identified presence of the vulnerable sand spurge (Euphorbia glauca).  Regionally important as 
good examples of generally unmodified bird islands and a variety of intertidal and sub-tidal habitats in 
close proximity. 
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NOTES 

 

 Significant cultural issues need to be taken into account when response options are being 
considered.  The iwi representative will indicate such areas at the time of a response. 

 This area has been assessed as being of low risk to any degree of surface oil impacting birds 

 Strong tidal influences are common around the islands and are accentuated by large tidal heights 
recorded in Tasman Bay.   

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to low water temperatures in winter. 

 Appropriate clean-up techniques need to be employed should oil impact the islands (Chapter 6).  
Prior to using dispersants in the area, careful consideration should be given to its impact and the 
effect this would have on the net environmental benefit. 

 On-water recovery with the ORV in fair weather. 

 Containment and recovery limited by availability of vessels and suitability of equipment 

  

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline cleanup   Low 

Natural recovery   Med 

 
Access: 
Access to the area is via road to the settlement at Okiwi Bay, then by water to the islands.  The 
estimated travel time from the equipment store in Picton would be between 2-3 hours.  Only few 
suitable vessels are located in the area.  Refer to the Harbour Master’s contact list for details of the 
relevant telephone numbers and contact persons. 
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Site Croisilles Harbour  Risk Rating (3 = Low)      1  2    3   

DESCRIPTION 

Croisilles Harbour is a large open inlet containing  numerous bays. Squally Cove has three main arms, 
Oyster (Stanes) Bay, Wairangi (Daniel) Bay and Whakitenga Bay 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

Rocky coastline 

Considerable intertidal areas 

Estuarine environment – Whangarae Estuary 

Cuspate foreland 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
Whangarae estuary – located on the SW side of Croisilles Harbour.  Although no real data is available, 
it is expected that the estuary is a nursery for flat fish and snapper.  Local iwi must be contacted prior 
to accessing the estuary. 
Croiselles subtidal sand flats – One of the largest sub-tidal sand flats in Marlborough.  The subtidal 
sand flats on the northern side of the entrance provide habitat for large numbers of shellfish and other 
species including the only site in Marlborough where the New Zealand lancelet has been recorded. 
Matarau Point is recognised as one of few cuspate forelands in the Sounds 
Pakaika Point Lagoon is a regionally significant wetland.  Tidal flows are known to occasionally enter 
the lagoon during king tides and in association with storm surges.  The wetland is an important feeding 
habitat for wading birds and waterfowl.  The margins of the wetland are dominated by reeds and sedges 
that would be vulnerable to contamination by oil. 
There is extensive marine farming activity in the Squally Cove part of the Harbour 
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NOTES 

 

 Significant cultural issues need to be taken into account when response options are being 
considered.  The iwi representative will indicate such areas at the time of a response.This area 
has been assessed as being of low risk to any degree of surface oil impacting birds 

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to low water temperatures in winter. 

 Appropriate clean-up techniques need to be employed should oil impact the islands (Chapter 6).  
Prior to using dispersants in the area, careful consideration should be given to its impact and the 
effect this would have on the net environmental benefit. 

 Containment and recovery limited by availability of vessels and suitability of equipment 

 

 

 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline cleanup   Low 

Natural recovery   Med 

 
Access: 
Access to the area is via road to the settlement at Okiwi Bay, then by water to the spill site.  The 
estimated travel time from the equipment store in Picton would be between 2-3 hours.  Only few 
suitable vessels are located in the area.  Refer to the Harbour Master’s contact list for details of the 
relevant telephone numbers and contact persons. 
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Site Croisilles Harbour  - 
French Pass Risk Rating (3 = Low)      1  2    3   

DESCRIPTION 

The area from Croisilles Harbour to French Pass consists of a rocky precipitous coastline that would 
allow for deep penetration of any oil reaching the shoreline limiting clean-up options.  There is a high 
potential for the continued re-mobilisation of oil from this shoreline. High energy off-shore conditions 
and the steep inaccessible nature of the shore-line would limit or exclude options for shoreline 
protection.  There are several bays along the coast, one of which, Waikawa Bay, supports marine 
farming.   

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

Steep precipitous rocky coastline 

Exposed wave cut platforms 

 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
There is marine farming activity in the Waikawa Bay area 
 

NOTES 

 

 Significant cultural issues need to be taken into account when response options are being 
considered.  The iwi representative will indicate such areas at the time of a response. 

 This area has been assessed as being of low risk to any degree of surface oil impacting birds 

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to low water temperatures in winter. 

 Appropriate clean-up techniques need to be employed should oil impact the islands (Chapter 6).   

 Containment and recovery limited by availability of vessels and suitability of equipment 
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PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline cleanup   Low 

Natural recovery   Med 

 
Access: 
Access to the area is via road to the settlement at Okiwi Bay, then by water to the spill site.  The 
estimated travel time from the equipment store in Picton would be between 2-3 hours.  Only few 
suitable vessels are located in the area.  Refer to the Harbour Master’s contact list for details of the 
relevant telephone numbers and contact persons. 
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Site French Pass  Risk Rating (2 = Medium)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

French Pass is a narrow stretch of water separating the mainland from D’Urville Island. The Pass 
connects Admiralty Bay with Tasman Bay and is frequently used by smaller vessels in preference to the 
route north of Stephens’s island  The inner Admiralty bay is used for the trans-shipment of oil rigs from 
time-to-time 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

Sloping rock.  Beaches in bays consist of a mixture of sand, cobble, boulders 
and bedrock. 

Sheltered bays throughout the Admiralty Bay and eastern side of D’Urville Island 
areas 

Fauna and avian species are shown on the map for French Pass 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
There are a number of marine farms in Admiralty Bay and every attempt should be made to prevent oil 
from contaminating these areas. 
Regular feeding area for large numbers of gulls, terns and other seabirds. 
 
Large schools of bottlenose dolphin are regularly recorded around the Pass. 

 

 

NOTES 
 

 Significant cultural issues need to be taken into account when response options are being 
considered.  The iwi representative will indicate such areas at the time of a response. 

 This area has been assessed as being of high risk to any degree of surface oil impacting birds 

 Strong tidal currents (up to 7 knots) are common and are accentuated by large tidal heights 
recorded in Tasman Bay.  Inner parts of Admiralty Bay are sheltered with a low energy 
environment 

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to low water temperatures in winter. 

 Appropriate cleanup techniques need to be employed should oil impact the shore (Chapter 6).  
Prior to using dispersants in the vicinity of marine farms, careful consideration should be given to 
its impact and the effect this would have on the net environmental benefit as well as the 
prevailing weather conditions. 

 On-water recovery with the ORV in fair weather. 

 Containment and recovery limited by availability of vessels and suitability of equipment 
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PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline cleanup   Med 

Natural recovery   Med 

 
Access: 
Access to the area is via road to the settlement at Elmslie Bay.  The road is sealed as far south as the 
Elaine Bay turn-off.  The estimated travel time from the equipment store in Picton would be between 3-
4 hours.  Only a limited number of suitable vessels are located in the area.  Refer to the Harbour 
Master’s contact list for details of the relevant telephone numbers and contact persons. 
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Site D’Urville Island  Risk Rating (2-3 = medium - low)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

The north-western side of the island is broken up by three major bays or harbours, each of which   is 
further broken into a series of indented bays and arms of lesser drowned valleys. The south-eastern 
side has one major embayment at Catherine Cove, the remainder being broken up by a series of 
smaller bays. Significant areas of flats, wetlands, lagoons and sandy beaches occur at the heads of 
some bays on the north-western side. Elsewhere the coast tends to be steep and rocky, although sand 
or gravel beaches are often found in the bays. Long stretches of the north-west coast, exposed to the 
Tasman Sea and prevailing winds have formed precipitous cliffs. The Island has large areas of scenic 
reserve, most of which lies in the central part of the island. Smaller scenic reserves lie on the south-
east coast.  

Numerous small islets and stacks within 2 km of the coast of D’Urville Island, from Saddleback Rocks in 
the north, to the Beef Barrels in the south.  These islands are generally very rocky, steep and sparsely 
vegetated.  Collectively they have considerable value as refuges and breeding grounds for a range of 
seabird, reptile and plant species.  The heaviest concentrations of these small islands are near the 
south-west and north-west ends of D’Urville Island.  Of these islands, Anatakapu and Stewart Islands 
are more significant with resident breeding king shags. Little blue penguins, sooty shearwaters and 
fluttering shearwaters 

Sub-tidally, the islands usually drop steeply with the dominant substrate being rock.  Many of the 
islands are current swept, especially during larger tides. 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

Flats, Wetlands, lagoons and sandy beaches are variously found on D’Urville 
Island. 

Sloping rock and gravel beaches 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
Significant Maori spiritual area and burial site.  
A number of marine farms are located in Catherine Cove.  There is also a marine farm in Port Hardy 
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NOTES 

 D’Urville Island was an area of the most densely populated pre-European settlements.  Sites of 
significance to iwi abound but only general knowledge of these sites is known.  Iwi will provide 
detailed information at the time of the response. 

 This area has been assessed as being of medium to low risk to any degree of surface oil 
impacting birds.  Fauna and avian species found in this area are shown on the appropriate map 
and include Shearwaters, prions and diving petrels, which breed on some of the islands.  Gulls, 
terns and shags make extensive use of the islands for breeding and roosting 

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to temperatures in the relatively sheltered 
location of some sites.  However, the coastline can generally be classified as being active. 

 Due to the nature of the coastline, it will be difficult to effectively mount a shore-line clean-up in 
many areas.  Natural recovery may be the only option available in these areas.  Where oil 
impacts accessible areas, appropriate cleanup techniques need to be employed should oil impact 
the shore Prior to using dispersants in the vicinity of marine farms, careful consideration should 
be given to its impact and the effect this would have on the net environmental benefit as well as 
the prevailing weather conditions  (Chapter 6). 

 Containment and recovery limited by availability of vessels and suitability of equipment 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Low 

Dispersant application   Medium/High 

Shoreline cleanup   Medium 

Natural recovery   Medium 

 
Access: 
Access to the area is via road to French Pass and then by boat to the spill site.  Only a limited number 
of suitable vessels are located in the area.  Refer to the Harbour Master’s contact list for details of the 
relevant telephone numbers and contact persons. 
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Site Greville Harbour  Risk Rating (2-3 = Medium-low)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

Greville Harbour is located on the Western side of D’Urville Island. It is approximately 3 nautical miles 
long and between 0.2 and 1 nautical mile wide. Approximately 1.6 nautical miles from the entrance a 
bolder spit extends from the northern and southern sides of Greville Harbour. These spits are 
composed of large, rounded boulders of unknown origin and have been classified as nationally 
important from a scientific/educational and scenic values. 

Moawhitu Beach is located at the northern tip of Greville Harbour and a lagoon approximately 30 ha has 
been formed behind a sand beach.  Paradise shelduck congregate in their thousands to moult.  This 
wetland has not been surveyed in detail by DoC staff 

Greville Harbour has high small recreational boat usage, particularly during summer 

FORESHORE TYPE Low gradient sandy beach as well as some back-dune wet land area 
Cobble type bar/boulder bank 
Many areas of inaccessible foreshore 

PLANNING SECTORS  

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
To be completed in conjunction with DoC 
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NOTES 

 This area has been assessed as being of medium to low risk to any degree of surface oil 
impacting birds.  Fauna and avian species found in the area are shown on the appropriate map 

 Greville Harbour is unique in the Sounds as it is the location of one of the few sandy beaches.    

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to low temperatures, particularly during winter 
months.  

 Appropriate clean up techniques need to be employed should oil impact the shore (Chapter 6).  

 Containment and recovery is limited by availability of vessels. 

 There is an airstrip in the area. 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Ax 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Med 

On water recovery   Low 

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline cleanup   Medium 

Natural recovery   Medium 

 
Access: 
Access to Greville Harbour is via water only.  Owing to the remoteness of the area, careful 
consideration should be given to the type of vessels deployed.  Refer to the Harbour Master’s contact 
list for details of the relevant telephone numbers and contact persons. 
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Site Stephens Island  Risk Rating (1 = High)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

Situated off the northern tip of D’Urville Island, Stephens Island is steep and rugged with towering cliffs 
and an exposed rocky coastline. The island contains outstanding biological values, providing a habitat 
for a large number of rare animals and plants found nowhere else in the world.  Vast numbers of 
seabirds nest on the island (at least 5 species of Procellariiformes) and it is an outstanding example of 
a seabird influenced island.  The island is a major haul-out site for seals, and appears to have been 
used for breeding in recent years. Because of its location the island is exposed to weather from all 
directions. 

Sub-tidally, the island is surrounded by rock walls, cliffs, and boulder banks which drop away to a sandy 
gravel bottom.  A high diversity of seaweeds are recorded for the island.  

FORESHORE TYPE The island is surrounded by rock wall, cliffs and boulder banks which drop 
away to a sand/gravel bottom. 

PLANNING SECTORS  

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
The island is classified as a Nature Reserve (highest level of protection) of international significance. 
A high diversity of seaweed is recorded from the Island.  
Culturally the island has considerable value to Maori, because of its former use from kaimanu 
gathering, but more important because of its significance as a boundary marker between local Iwi, and 
its part in Maori History of Marlborough Sounds. 
Large number of rare animals and plants found nowhere else in the world – up to 90% of the world’s 
tuatara population are found on the island.  It is one of only two habitats for Hamiltons frogs.  Other 
threatened species include the striped gecko, and land snails. 
The island supports a huge population of seabirds.  Species are not listed, but DoC should be consulted 
during a response. 
The island is a major haul-out and breeding ground for New Zealand fur seals with approximately 400 
seals present (2008) in the breeding season and 100 pups produced annually. 
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NOTES 

 This area has been assessed as being of high risk to any degree of surface oil impacting birds.  
Removal of oil from the surface to protect birds should be considered a priority.  Natural recovery 
rates may be slow due to low water temperatures during winter. 

 The coastline can generally be classified as being active and this will aid natural recovery but low 
temperatures may have a detrimental effect on the recovery rate  

 Due to the nature of the shore line, cleanup techniques will be limited even in calm weather 
conditions. 

 On-water recovery with the ORV may be possible in fair weather.  

 Containment and recovery is not considered a viable option in this area 

 Prior to using dispersants in areas where contact with seaweed is possible, careful consideration 
should be given to its impact and the effect this would have on the net environmental benefit as 
well as the prevailing weather conditions. 

 The passage between D’Urville and Stephens Islands usually has a strong tidal current through it 
with a tide rip across the eastern end. It can be an extremely turbulent area with bad tide rips and 
overfalls. The tide streams flow to the west with the flood and to the east with the ebb and 
change about the same time as local high and low waters. The Tidal Stream atlas should be 
consulted in all cases.  There are also very strong tidal rips on the northern and north-eastern 
points of the island 

 There is a permanent Department of Conservation presence on the island – contact details 
contained in Annex 2   

 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Low 

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline cleanup   Medium 

Natural recovery   Medium 

 
Access 
Access to the area is via road to French Pass and then by boat to the spill site.  Only a limited number 
of suitable vessels are located in the area.  Refer to the Harbour Master’s contact list for details of the 
relevant telephone numbers and contact persons. 
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Site Jag Rocks Risk Rating (2 = Medium)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

Jag Rocks are located 8 km due east of D’Urville Island and consists of a small group of very steep, 
rocky, sparsely vegetated stacks situated well out into Cook Strait, over 5 km from any other land.  Five 
main islets and numerous smaller rocks total an area of less than 2 ha, but reach a height of 40 metres 
above sea level.  The small size of the islets and extreme exposure to sea conditions have left them is 
a very ‘natural state.  

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

 

 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
Jag Rocks: Fairy Prions and possibly other seabirds nest on the stacks in rock crevices or where soil 
permits burrowing.  The islets are also predator-free refuges for lizards and invertebrate species no 
longer common on the mainland 
 
 

NOTES 

 Of importance as a breeding site for seabirds and as a predator-free refuge for reptiles and 
invertebrates 

 Reserve under section 439 of the Maori Affairs Act 1953 for scenic interest and wildlife 
protection. 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Med 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   Med 

Shoreline cleanup   Low 

Natural recovery   Low 

 
Access: 
Access is by water only.  Nearest concentration of suitable vessels can be found at Elmslie Bay.  
However, Havelock, which is further away in the inner Pelorus Sound , is a more reliable source of 
suitable craft. 
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Site Trio Islands Risk Rating (2 = Medium)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

The Trio Islands are located 5.1 km due east of D’Urville Island 

The group of islands comprises a relatively large (25 ha) central island with two smaller off-lying islands 
(~ 2 ha each) and numerous stacks and reefs.  The islands are very exposed and influenced by 
maritime conditions.  They are covered in coastal scrub and low forest which has regenerated since 
modification in the past. 

The islands are extremely important for their size as habitats for a number of species and are of 
international significance for the presence of a major population of tuatara and for the king shag colony 
and are outstanding examples of seabird influenced islands 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

 
 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
The Trios are very important as habitat for the tuatara Sphenodon punctatus, found elsewhere only on 
Stephens Island. 
The nationally endangered king shag has one of its four largest colonies on the north Trio Islands. 
The regionally restricted Duvaucels gecko is found on this group and threatened plants include Cooks 
Scurvy grass and the large-leaved mil tree. 
Giant weta are present in low numbers 
The islands have very dense populations of breeding seabirds including fluttering, sooty and fleshfooted 
shearwater, diving petrel and fairy prion 
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NOTES 

 The sheer number and density of burrows and the wind-swept vegetation mean the islands are 
very fragile and vulnerable to any human disturbance 

 The international significance and ecological integrity of these islands are dependent on them 
remaining free of introduced predators 

 The main island is extremely fragile due to the density of bird burrows and any activity on it 
results in considerable burrow damage. 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Med 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   Med 

Shoreline cleanup   Low 

Natural recovery   Low 

 
Access: 
Access is by water only.  Nearest concentration of suitable vessels can be found at Elmslie Bay.  
However, Havelock, which is further away in the inner Pelorus Sound , is a more reliable source of 
suitable craft. 
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Site Chetwode Islands Risk Rating (2 = Medium)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

The Chetwode Island [Nukuwaiata] consist of the Inner Chetwode and Outer Chetwode with both 
islands having a number of small stacks and islets lying of their coast, including the Ninepins and Te 
Kiore.  They are located offshore from the entrance of Pelorus Sound, some 47 km north-east of 
Havelock.  The islands are rated as being ecologically the most significant of all islands in the 
Marlborough Sounds.  They are also of national importance for the presence of nationally vulnerable 
species including Cook’s scurvy grass and sand spurge 

Inner Chetwode Island has a major ridge lying SW-NW with several spurs enclosing gullies falling 
chiefly to the south and south-east.  Steep cliffs fall to the sea from the main ridge along the NW side of 
the island. 

The character of the island is influenced by its position in Cook Strait.  It has vegetation typical of the 
area, but is sufficiently large to hold a variety of vegetation, despite significant modification in the past. 

Outer Chetwode Island [ Te Kakaho] has the main ridge running roughly north-south.  High cliffs fall to 
the sea on the western side of the island at its northern end.  The island has been heavily modified  in 
the past, and much of the island is clothed with regenerating broad-leaf scrub. 

 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

 

 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
Regionally rare South Island robin and South Island kaka are found on the islands.  The nationally 
vulnerable species of Cooks scurvy grass and sand spurge are also found on the islands. 
The islands enjoy a ‘nature reserve’ status. 
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NOTES 

  

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Med 

On water recovery   Med/High 

Dispersant application   Med 

Shoreline cleanup   Low 

Natural recovery   Low 

 
Access: 
Access is by water only.  Nearest concentration of suitable vessels can be found at Elmslie Bay.  
However, Havelock, which is further away in the inner Pelorus Sound, is a more reliable source of 
suitable craft. 
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Site Titi Islands Risk Rating (2 = Medium)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

Titi Island is located offshore from Guards Bay in the outer Pelorus Sound. 

The island is 31 ha and is situated in an exposed Cook Strait position.  The island is basically a single 
main ridge running east-west with rugged cliffs on its northern side and moderate to step faces on the 
southern side.  It has been modified in the past, but is now covered in vigorously regenerating coastal 
scrub. 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

 
 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
The island has a number of rare and unusual plant species, including the nationally vulnerable Cook’s 
scurvy grass and local or regionally rare species such as fierce lancewood, large leaved mil tree, and 
prostrate kowhai.  Rare or regionally uncommon birds include yellow-crowned parakeet and flesh-
footed shearwater for which it is the southern-most breeding site. 
The island also supports good numbers of seabirds 
 

NOTES 

  

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Med 

On water recovery   Med/High 

Dispersant application   Med 

Shoreline cleanup   Low 

Natural recovery   Low 

 
Access: 
Access is by water only.  Nearest concentration of suitable vessels can be found at Elmslie Bay.  
However, Havelock, which is further away in the inner Pelorus Sound , is a more reliable source of 
suitable craft. 
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Site Long Island  Risk Rating (2 = Medium)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

 Long Island is a very step, narrow island approximately 4 km long.  It has a generally steep, rocky 
coastline, with a few small shingle beaches, but with a large cuspate foreland on its south-west side 
creating a more extensive beach.  It is densely covered in regenerating naïve forest and scrub.  
Much of these islands are dominated by rubble banks which grade into sand and often mud 
substrata.  On the northern aspects, subtiadal rocky shores are characterised by luxuriant cover of 
macroalgae,  North-east of Kokomohua Island id a reef system extending some 0.5km.  This reef is 
easily located as it is colonised by seaweed. 

 The island has limited recreational value, but is very important as an ecological reserve. 
 The Long Island marine reserve was the first such reserve established in the South Island. It 

encompasses all the waters within 463 meters of the island. Of the seven distinct marine habitats 
within the Marlborough Sounds, five are found around Long Island. 

 

FORESHORE TYPE Steep, rocky coastline with some shingle beaches 

PLANNING SECTORS  

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
 An urupa (burial site) is located on Long Island. 
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NOTES 

 This area has been assessed as being of medium risk to any degree of surface oil impacting 
birds..  A small population of the little spotted kiwi exists on the island.  It also supports a wide 
variety of other wildlife species, including breeding colonies of shags, gulls and shearwaters.  
South Island robin have colonised this island.  Tuatara were introduced on the Island in 2008 

 The coastline can generally be classified as being active and this will aid natural but low water 
temperatures during winter months may have a detrimental effect on the recovery rate. 

 Due to the nature of the shore line of a large part of the island, cleanup techniques will be limited 
even in calm weather conditions. 

 On-water recovery with the ORV in fair weather. 

 Appropriate cleanup techniques need to be employed should oil impact the shore in way of the 
shingle beaches (Chapter 6). 

 Containment and recovery will have only limited application in this area 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   Medium/High 

Shoreline cleanup   Low  

Natural recovery   Medium 

 
Access 
Access to the area is via boat only, although helicopters may be used to land on the Island at the 
beach on the SW end of the Island 
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Site White Rocks  Risk Rating (2 = Medium)    1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

White Rocks are situated 1 nautical mile NW of Cape Koamaru and consists of very small islands and 
rock stacks. Because of the very limited size it is thought that they are probably very similar to what 
they were several hundred years ago.  

FORESHORE TYPE Steep rocky shore line. 

Sub-tidally the area around White Rocks drops away steeply. 

PLANNING SECTORS  

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
 The eastern most stack has a breeding colony of the nationally endangered king shag. It also used 

as a non-breeding season roosting site. 
 White fronted terns nest here. 
 Tidal rips between the stacks seem to accumulate small marine organisms attracting gulls, terns, 

petrels and shearwaters to feed in the area 
 Sub-tidally, the area drops off steeply and is represented by a very high density of seaweeds and 

fish. 
 The area has an extremely high underwater landscape value. 
 The rocks have a Wildlife Sanctuary status. 
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NOTES 

 This area has been assessed as being of medium risk to any degree of surface oil impacting 
birds. 

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to low water temperatures, particularly in winter. 
The area can be considered an active coastline environment and natural recovery may be the 
only option for oiled shorelines 

 Strong tidal conditions will make any operation from small craft hazardous and only experienced 
boatmen should be utilised. 

 Containment and recovery will only have limited application in this area 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline cleanup   Medium 

Natural recovery   Medium 

 
Access 
Access to White Rocks is via water only.  Owing to the remoteness of the area, careful consideration 
should be given to the type of vessels deployed.  Refer to the Harbour Master’s contact list for details 
of the relevant telephone numbers and contact persons. 
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Site Motuara Island  Risk Rating (2 = Medium)      1   2   3 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
Motuara Island is a regular ‘lozenge shaped’ island, with a  single prominent axial ridge with moderate 
to steep flanks and a rocky, wave eroded coastline.  A small semi-detached islet, Hippa, lies to the 
south-east. 
 
Motuara Island is of high importance for species conservation. 

FORESHORE TYPE Moderate to steep flanks and rocky, wave-eroded coastline 

PLANNING SECTORS  

MAP SHEETS  

NOTES 

 This area has been assessed as being of medium risk to any degree of surface oil impacting 
birds. 

 The coastline can generally be classified as being active and this will aid natural dispersion and 
clean-up, but low water temperatures during winter months may have a detrimental effect on the 
recovery rate. 

 Due to the nature of the shore line of a large part of the island, cleanup techniques will be limited 
even in calm weather conditions. 

 On-water recovery with the ORV in fair weather. 

 Containment and recovery will have only limited application in this area. 

 Tidal streams set strongly across the entrance to the Sounds and tidal rips may be experienced. 
Tidal streams run SW during the flood and NE during ebb at a rate of up to 1 knot. 

 The area is subject to all weather conditions. Heavy seas can be expected during significant 
Northerly and Southerly conditions. The area is subject to heavy gusts off high land and from 
mountain gullies during strong winds in Cook Strait. These squalls give little or no warning of their 
approach. 

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 

An urupa is located on Hippa Island. 

Motuara Island supports several regionally endangered species of flora and fauna and include: 
 

Large leaved milk tree (Streblus Banksii) 
Cook Strait khowhai 
Wharangi (Melicope ternate) 
 
South Island Robin (densest population), sooty shearwater, fluttering shearwater, diving petrel.  
A release of the South Island Saddleback has recently been made on the island. 
 

The island supports large breeding population of little blue penguins as well as shearwaters 

A large population of saddlebacks was introduced in 1992. 

Kiwi and Maud Island frogs have also been introduced 
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PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   Medium/High 

Shoreline cleanup   Low  

Natural recovery   Medium 

 
Access 
Access to Motuara Island is via water only.  Owing to the remoteness of the area, careful consideration 
should be given to the type of vessels deployed.  Refer to the Harbour Master’s contact list for details 
of the relevant telephone numbers and contact persons.  The near-by flat areas of Ship Cove may be 
utilised as staging areas and suitable landing sites for helicopters.  However, prior to utilising this area, 
DoC must be consulted. The nearest concentration of suitable craft is at Picton and Waikawa Bay, 
although some craft may be available at Endeavour Inlet. 
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Site Picton Harbour 
&Shakespeare Bay  Risk Rating (2 = Medium)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

Picton Harbour has high usage by all vessel types.  Ferries and cargo ships use the wharf areas on the 
south-western side of the harbour.  Finger wharves on the south eastern side of the harbour 
accommodate the small commercial craft operating throughout Queen Charlotte Sound.   A boat stop 
fuelling facility is located in the outer marina. 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

Picton Harbour: 
Sandy beach at the southern end,  pebble foreshore on the eastern side, rubble 
breastwork and formed wharfage on the western side. 

Ferry terminal wharves and adjacent finger wharves are all open piled with 
limited access to the under-wharf area. 

Finger wharves on the south-east end of the harbour are all open piled.  Access 
to under-wharf area very difficult 

Shakespeare Bay: 
Sandy beaches on the southern extent of the bay,  steep rocky foreshore on the 
eastern and western entrance to the Bay.  Waimahara wharf is open piled with 
limited access to the under-wharf area 
 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
Picton 
The foreshore and amenity beach on the southern end of Picton Harbour enjoys high usage year round.   
 
The marina on the south-eastern side of the harbour is extensive and has a high small craft occupation.  
Oil should be prevented from entering this area.  Booming across the entrance as set out in the pre-spill 
planning 
 
 Tidal range in the area is 1.7 metres at springs.  
 
Little blue penguins are know to roost under the Queen Charlotte Yacht Club buildings on the eastern 
side of the harbour. 
 
Shakespeare Bay 
 
There is a salt marsh and freshwater wetland area at the head of Shakespeare Bay supporting shore 
birds vulnerable to oil at high tide. 
 
Kaipupu Point is now a reserve and has a new predator fence.   The area is expected to support many 
little (blue) penguins. 
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NOTES 

 This area has been assessed as being of medium risk to any degree of surface oil impacting 
amenity areas. 

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to low water temperatures in winter. 

 Appropriate cleanup techniques need to be employed should oil impact the shore (Chapter 6).  
With its close proximity to ready access to equipment, on water recovery, and containment and 
recovery are seen as the best options.  However, if appropriate at the time, dispersants may be a 
viable alternative response tool. 

 On-water recovery with the ORV in fair weather. 

 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   High 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   Med 

Shoreline cleanup   High 

Natural recovery   Low 

 
Access: 
There is good road access to the Picton foreshore area on the southern, eastern and western sides of 
the harbour area is via road.   
 
Access to Shakespeare Bay is via water only, although equipment can be deployed from the wharf  
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Site 
Dieffenbach to The 
Wedge (including 
Waikawa Bay) 

Risk Rating (1 = High)      1  2  3 

DESCRIPTION 

The area from Dieffenbach to the Wedge forms part of the main shipping route into Picton and 
Shakespeare Bay.  In addition, large fleets of recreational vessels frequent this area.  Numerous bays 
indent this part of Queen Charlotte Sound with many containing residences.  A salmon farm is located 
at Ruakaka Bay 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

 

Sandy beaches can be found in several bays but in general, the foreshore type 
varies from steep rocky type in most areas with regenerating native bush a 
prominent feature. 

Finger wharves associated with properties are commonly found in this area and 
are generally all open piled.  Access to under-wharf areas can very difficult 

 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
There is a salmon farm located at Ruakaka Bay 
 
The foreshore and amenity beach in Kumutoto Bay enjoys high usage generally during the summer 
season.  
 
There are many dwellings within the numerous bays, the majority occupied during holiday periods but 
there are some permanently occupied.   
 
The marina on the southern side of Waikawa Bay is extensive and has a high small craft occupation.  
Oil should be prevented from entering this area.  There is also a large mooring area to the north and 
east of the marina.  Booming across the marina entrance to prevent oil from entering should be 
considered early in the response 
 
There are two tidal wetlands in Whatamango and Ahuriri Bays.  Each is approximately 5 ha in size with 
areas of sand and mudflat, eelgrass beds saltmarsh areas and fringes of native scrub, with shellfish 
beds in the intertidal areas.   These areas of inter-tidal wetland area an uncommon habitat type for the 
Sounds.   The threatened reef heron (Egretta scara scara) has been regulary recorded in the area.  The 
inter-tidal flats provide habitat for a range of wildlife species typical of wetland areas in the Sounds.  
High tide roosts are utilised by the threatened Caspian tern, gulls, shag and waterfowl 
 
 Tidal range in the area is 1.7 metres at springs.  
 
Little (blue) penguins are found frequently in the area year-round.  Dolphins and Orca are frequently 
observed in Queen Charlotte Sound 
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NOTES 

 This area has been assessed as being of high risk to any degree of surface oil impacting amenity 
areas. 

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to low water temperatures in winter. 

 Appropriate cleanup techniques need to be employed should oil impact the shore (Chapter 6).  
With its close proximity to ready access to equipment, on water recovery, and containment and 
recovery are seen as the best options.  However, if appropriate at the time, dispersants may be a 
viable alternative response tool. 

 On-water recovery with the ORV in fair weather. 

 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   High 

On water recovery   Med 

Dispersant application   Med 

Shoreline cleanup   High 

Natural recovery   Low 

 
Access: 
Access to the majority of Queen Charlotte Sound is by water only.  There is road on the southern side 
of the Sound, particularly   
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Site 
Eastern Entrance to 
Tory Channel and 
Adjacent Seaward 
Coastline 

Risk Rating (1-2 = High - medium)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

The marine environment is little known, but in general, the coast is dominated by rocky reefs and 
boulder beaches.  Luxuriant macro-algal beds grow on reef areas.  Relatively little ecological 
information is available for the marine areas in these sites, however, the adjacent terrestrial areas are 
of high conservation value.  

The entrance to Tory Channel is subject to adverse conditions experienced during southerly weather, 
with heavy seas in the entrance quite common, especially during an East going (ebb) tide. Strong wind 
gusts off the high land and mountain gullies may be experienced in this area. These squalls give little or 
no warning of their approach. 

The seaward side of the entrance, as well as the immediate area inside, can be considered as forming 
an active coastline, being steep, rugged and exposed to sea conditions. This may be of assistance in 
the natural dispersing of oil. Immediate weather and tidal conditions may be obtained from the Hebberly 
family who live in the area.  

 

FORESHORE TYPE Eastern side – steep rock cliffs 

Western side - Steep rocky shore line. 

PLANNING SECTORS  

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
Commercial Loss – Marine farming activity is found in Oyster Bay (mussel farms), at Clay Point 
(salmon), in Te Pangu and Nagmahau Bays (salmon), Ngaruru Bay (mussel farming) and at Hitaua Bay 
(mussel farming) and every effort should be employed to prevent structures from being oiled  
 
Large numbers of gulls, terns, shearwaters, prions and albatross feed on the rich waters at Tory 
Channel Entrance, along with marine mammals such as seals, bolphis and whales 
 
Moioio Island has significant value to iwi and is known to have urupa 
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Notes 

 This area has been assessed as being of medium to high risk to any degree of surface oil 
impacting birds 

 The seaward coastline and the area west of and in close proximity to the Entrance can generally 
be classified as being active which will aid natural dispersion and clean-up, but low water 
temperatures during winter months may have a detrimental effect on the recovery rate.  Further 
west, into the Channel, is typically more sheltered and therefore less exposed to weather and sea 
effects   

 At the entrance to Tory Channel strong tidal streams are encountered and my reach up to 7 knots 
in spring tidal conditions. Tidal rips and overfalls occur during these periods in addition to the 
large wave conditions during adverse weather. Strong tidal conditions will make any operation 
from small craft hazardous and only very experienced boatmen should be utilised. 

 On-water recovery with the ORV in fair weather. 

 Prior to using dispersants in the vicinity of marine farms, careful consideration should be given to 
its impact and the effect this would have. 

 Containment and recovery on the seaward side of the Entrance and in the immediate vicinity of 
the Entrance will be very difficult to implement.  However, within the sheltered areas of the 
Channel, this is a viable option. 

 Access by boat or helicopter only. 

 Significant habitat and species birds/fish and mammals. 

 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery *  Low 

On water recovery   Medium/Low 

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline cleanup   Low 

Natural recovery   High 

Refer to Notes, above 
 
Access 
 
Access to Tory Channel is via water or helicopter only.  Owing to the remoteness of the area, careful 
consideration should be given to the type of vessels deployed.  Refer to the Harbour Master’s contact 
list for details of the relevant telephone numbers and contact persons.  There are helicopter landing 
areas available at a number of bays within the Channel, the nearest to the Entrance being Okukari Bay. 
The nearest concentration of craft is Picton and Waikawa Bay, although there may be a few available 
locally. 
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Site Whites Bay/Rarangi 
Coast  Risk Rating (3 = low)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

The coast from Rarangi to Whites Bay consists of a shingle beach at Rarangi through steep, rocky, 
wave eroded coastline to sandy beaches in Whites Bay 

FORESHORE 
TYPE 

Mixture of rock, cobble and sediment shorelines 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

2 and 3 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES   

 Archaeological and historic sites are located in this area 

 
 

NOTES 

 This area has been assessed as being of low risk to any degree of surface oil impacting birds 

 Cultural values are listed as being moderate 

 The exposed coastline areas are considered active and this will assist in natural recovery 
processes 

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to low water temperatures in winter.  In the 
relatively sheltered sites natural recovery would similarly be slow. 

 Appropriate cleanup techniques need to be employed should oil impact the shore.  Some areas 
will be inaccessible (Chapter 6) 

 Containment and recovery limited by availability of vessels and suitability of equipment 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Ax 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Medium 

Dispersant application   Medium/High 

Shoreline cleanup   Medium 

Natural recovery   Medium 
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Site Wairau (Vernon) 
Lagoons Risk Rating (1 = High)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

The Wairau Lagoon complex consists of approximately 2,000 ha of saline marsh and mudflats between 
the Wairau River mouth and the Vernon estate to the south.  Over 90 bird species have been recorded 
here. 

During autumn and winter months, most of the rare and protected species such as godwits and royal 
spoonbills have departed, either on migrations or to other wintering grounds.  The predominant species 
at this time are game birds (Mallard, Grey and Shovellor ducks, Canada Geese and black swan. 

Protected species will also be in the lagoons during the open game season.  Grey Teal in particular 
have a growing population. 

Other than the obvious main channels in the northern part of the lagoon, and the Te Aropipi Channel, 
which runs along the inside of the seaward Boulder Bank, few parts of the lagoon exceed a metre in 
depth.  The mud in some areas can, however, be equally as deep and care should be taken in 
unfamiliar areas 

This area was one of the most densely populated pre-European settlements.  Sites of significance 
abound but only general knowledge of these sites is known.  Iwi will provide the necessary detail at the 
time a response.  

FORESHORE TYPE Estuarine and Wet Land 

PLANNING SECTORS Sectors 4, 5 and 6 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
The Wairau Lagoon system is the largest and biologically important estuary on the east coast of the 
South Island.  Almost 90 species of birds have been recorded, refer to pages 69/70 of the Dept of 
Conservation Resource Atlas 
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NOTES 

 This area has been assessed as being of high risk to any degree of surface oil impacting birds.  
90 different species have been identified.  

 Natural recovery rates are likely to be slow due to temperatures and relatively sheltered location 
of site. 

 Use hazing to keep wildlife from the area 

 Use all available measures to prevent oil from entering the lagoon 

 The area has a high archaeological value. 

 Cultural values are very high.  There are established protocols with Rangitane iwi. 

 On-water recovery with the ORV in fair weather 

 Appropriate cleanup techniques need to be employed should oil impact the shore (Chapter 6). 
 Containment and recovery may be limited by availability of vessels and suitability of equipment 

 Tidal flows 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and 
recovery*   Medium 

On water recovery   Medium/High  

Dispersant application   Medium/Low 

Shoreline cleanup   Medium 

Natural recovery   Medium/Low 

*Use of cascade booming at the launching ramp on the rising tide and on the small inlet inside the 
boulder bank on the falling tide.  Consider cascade booming of the lagoon entrance (250 metres wide). 
 
Access 
On the southern side of the river, access is via sealed road from Blenheim to the river mouth.  There is 
a small launching ramp allowing boats to be launched on site.  Launch of the ORV is also possible from 
this site. 
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Site Wairau River to White 
Bluffs  Risk Rating (2/3 = Med/low)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

Boulder Bank acts as a barrier between the sea and lagoon, formed by northward moving material from 
the Awatere River 

FORESHORE TYPE Cobble, gravel and boulders. 

PLANNING 
SECTORS 

1, 

MAP SHEETS  

AT RISK RESOURCES  
 
 
 

NOTES 

 Site of pre-European settlement 

 This area has been assessed as being of medium to low risk to any degree of surface oil 
impacting birds. 

 Cultural values are listed as being very high.  There are established protocols with Rangitane iwi 
in relation to access to this area.  Contact via the Council’s iwi representative. 

 Access to the Boulder Bank is via private land – point of contact Wayne Abbott.  Access time 1.5 
hours for 4WD vehicle, 3 hours for a front end loader (Belfour family – Vernon Station) 

 On-water recovery with the ORV in fair weather. 

 Natural recovery rates may be slow due to low water temperatures, particularly during winter 

 Appropriate cleanup techniques need to be employed should oil impact the shore (Chapter 6). 

 Containment and recovery limited by the ability of small vessel ability to work in near shore area  

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Containment and recovery   Low 

On water recovery   Low 

Dispersant application   Medium/High 

Shoreline cleanup   Medium 

Natural recovery   Medium 
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Site White Bluffs to Cape 
Campbell Risk Rating (1 = High)      1   2   3 

DESCRIPTION 

The northern part of Clifford Bay, from White Bluffs to Cape Campbell is predominantly gravel beach 
backed by steep cliffs.  Some cobble occurs at the foot of White Bluffs 

The site includes Lake Grassmere, an extensive modified brackish lagoon used for salt production 
(Dominion Salt), however, this is almost always cut off from the sea.  A seawater intake into the lagoon 
can be shut off. 

The Awatere river drains into the northern part of the site. 

The site is exposed to winds from the south-east through east to north-east and large waves are not 
uncommon.  The site is particularly exposed to southerly swells.  Strong tidal occur at Cape Campbell 
and White Bluffs  

FORESHORE TYPE • Exposed wave cut platform (5%) 

• Mixed sand and gravel beaches (5%) 

• Gravel beach (90%) 

PLANNING SECTORS  

MAP SHEETS MDC-10 – MDC 13 

AT RISK RESOURCES  

There is a large (>400ha) mussel farm consented in the area, with development of some structures 
having occurred 
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NOTES 

 The area is frequented by Hector’s dolphins (nationally endangered), of which there is a large 
population (est ~900) that moves between Clifford and Cloudy Bay 

 Dusky dolphins and Humpback whales migrate through the area 

 Small numbers of little blue penguins and other seabirds are present but not in significant 
numbers.  Albatross, fluttering and sooty shearwater, fairy prion, gannet, gulls, terns and spotted 
shags are regularly present off-shore 

 Seals occasionally haul out on beaches but not in large numbers and are not breeding in the area 

 Off-shore algal beds are present on sub-tidal and inter-tidal reefs 

 Large populations of surf clams 

 Eroding sand dunes at Mussel Point are of cultural significance and commonly yield artefacts 

 There is a small amount of recreational fishing and other beach use around Marfell’s Beach 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Natural Rehabilitation   Medium 

Containment – Near 
Shore   Low 

Open water recovery   Low  

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline pre-cleaning   Medium 

Shoreline Cleanup   Low 

 
Access 
Access to shorelines throughout the site is generally limited other than by water, and steep shorelines 
prevent landing in the majority of the site 
There is road access on either side of Lake Grassmere. 
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Site Cape Campbell to 
Ward Beach Road Risk Rating (3 = Low)     1  2   3  

DESCRIPTION 

The southern part of Clifford bay, from Cape Campbell to Ward Beach Road, is predominantly gravel 
beach with large areas of wave cut platform.  The area includes off-shore mudstone reefs and intertidal 
platforms, including Long Point. 

The site is exposed to winds from the south-east through east to north-east, and large waves are not 
uncommon.  The site is particularly exposed to southerly swells and strong tidal currents occur at Cape 
Campbell. 

  

FORESHORE TYPE • Exposed wave cut platform (20%) 

• Mixed sand and gravel beaches (80%) 

PLANNING SECTORS  

MAP SHEETS MDC-13 – MDC-15 

AT RISK RESOURCES  
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NOTES 

 The area is frequented by Hector’s dolphins (nationally endangered), of which there is a large 
population (est ~900) that moves between Clifford and Cloudy Bay 

 Dusky dolphins and Humpback whales migrate through the area 

 Small numbers of little blue penguins and other seabirds are present but not in significant 
numbers.  Albatross, fluttering and sooty shearwater, fairy prion, gannet, gulls, terns and spotted 
shags are regularly present off-shore 

 Seals occasionally haul out on beaches but not in large numbers and are not breeding in the area 

 Listed as one of only three known sites for the New Zealand endemic mottled brotulid fish 

 Significant off-shore algal beds are present on sub-tidal and inter-tidal reefs 

 Large populations of surf clams 

 Paua and crayfish on reefs 

 Bryozoans in off-shre areas. 

PREFERRED RESPONSE OPTIONS MATRIX (see Annex 1) 

 PREFERRED NOT PREFERRED FEASIBILITY 

Natural Rehabilitation   High 

Containment – Near 
Shore   Low 

Open water recovery   Low  

Dispersant application   High 

Shoreline pre-cleaning   Medium 

Shoreline Cleanup   Low 

 
Access 
 
Access to shorelines throughout the site is generally limited other than by water, and steep shorelines 
prevent landing in the majority of the site 
There is road access to the shore at Ward Beach, but very limited access along the beach due to 
steepness and coastal cliffs backing the shore-line. 
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