
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
REGIONAL PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
THURSDAY, 23 APRIL 2015 commencing at 9.00 am 

Present 
Councillors T E Hook (Chairperson), G I T Evans, J C Leggett, P J S Jerram, D D Oddie, 
Mayor Sowman 

In Attendance 
Councillors J A Arbuckle, B G Dawson and L M Shenfield, Mr P Hawes (Manager, Environmental 
Policy) and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Apology 
That the apologies for non-attendance from Clrs T M Sloan, C J Brooks, J L Andrews and 
G S Barsanti were received and sustained. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ron Riwaka, Trust Deputy Chair and Ian Shapcott were present for the following item. 

R.14/15.393 Te Ātiawa o te Waka-a-Māui Iwi 
Environmental Management Plan I400-01 

The report to the Committee advised that the Te Ātiawa o te Waka-a-Māui Iwi Environmental 
Management Plan, has been lodged with the Marlborough District Council and recommends that the 
Committee acknowledge lodgement of the Plan. (To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was 
shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 1580774). 

Mr Shapcott spoke to his presentation and advised that it has been a 15 year journey. He noted that 
the current IEMP is a pre-Settlement document and provides an important line-in-the-sand position for 
Te Ātiawa, whilst the Trust works with the iwi members around their aspirations for the related 
outworkings of the Deed of Settlement (DoS).  

It was reported that IEMPs are generally prepared as an expression of rangatiratanga to help iwi and 
hapū exercise their kaitiaki roles and responsibilities. It is a written statement identifying important 
issues regarding the use of natural and physical resources in their area. 

It was noted that the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) requires that IMPs must be taken into 
account when preparing or changing regional policy statements and regional and district plans. It was 
noted that the RMA has established three criteria to be taken into account when making plans under 
the RMA: 

• recognised by an iwi authority 
• relevant to the resource management issues of the region/district 
• lodged with the relevant council(s) 

The Te Ātiawa Iwi Environmental Management Plan is a method through which the Council can build 
on its relationship with Te Ātiawa and assists Council with particular regard to kaitiakitanga and taking 
into account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.   



Mr Shapcott advised members that ultimately this is an opportunity to build a trusting relationship with 
all members involved so when issues arise they are dealt with on a relationship level rather than 
confrontational.  

Members acknowledged the excellent work that has gone into developing the IEMP and the bench 
mark that has been created.  

Clrs Oddie/Jerram:   
That the lodgement of the ‘Te Ātiawa o te Waka-a-Māui Iwi Environmental Management Plan’ 
(dated August 2014) be acknowledged. 

Carried 

R.14/15.394 Council Submission on Heritage New 
Zealand’s Draft Policy for the 
“Administration of the Archaeological 
Provisions Under the Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga Act 2014” A200-002-08 

The Manager Environment Policy, Pere Hawes, advised the Committee that the purpose of the report 
was to consider a recommendation that Council provide a submission on Heritage New Zealand’s 
draft policy for the “Administration of the Archaeological Provisions under the Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga Act 2014”. The draft submission was attached to the agenda item for members’ 
information. 

Members were advised that the provisions of each of the Acts create the potential for dual consenting 
functions with respect to the protection of archaeological sites. The focus of the draft policy is to align 
those consenting processes and seeks to achieve this through standardising information 
requirements, working with local government to achieve agreed processes and early engagement to 
allow the alignment to occur. 

Mr Hawes reported that it is unclear what an additional consenting requirement would contribute to the 
protection of any site. It was noted that the Council has no in-house archaeological expertise and 
would rely on the advice of iwi authorities and Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga to process any 
such application.  

It was reported that the submission to Heritage New Zealand identifies the inefficiencies that exist in a 
dual consenting regime and proposes that the objective and policies be modified to avoid duplication 
of effort and the potential for inconsistent outcomes. 

Mr Hawes noted that any such dual consenting process would create additional cost for the applicant 
regardless of the alignment intent of the policies and that Council’s perspective is that the emphasis of 
district plans should be on complementing the explicit statutory protection provided to archaeological 
sites via the HNZPT Act rather than duplicating it. 

It was noted that in point 5. (a) it should read ‘… or before 1900’.  

Clrs Jerram/Leggett: 
1. That the information be received. 

2. That the draft submission to Heritage New Zealand’s draft policy on the “Administration 
of the Archaeological Provisions under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 
2014” be accepted and be forwarded to Heritage New Zealand. 

Carried 
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R.14/15.395 Plan Change 72 – Marlborough Ridge 
Rezoning W045-15-72-04 

The report provided to the Committee recommended that Plan Change 72 to the Wairau/Awatere 
Resource Management Plan be approved. 

Members were aware that Plan Change 72 sought to address issues that have arisen in respect of the 
Marlborough Ridge Zone as it had become apparent that the development on the site has not 
reflected the original intent of the zone. In addition a number of the zone provisions have been difficult 
to interpret and administer.   

Members were advised that Plan Change 72 was notified on 3 July 2014 with submissions closing on 
14 August 2014.  A summary of submissions was notified on 4 September 2014 with further 
submissions closing on 18 September 2014.  Five submissions were received on the proposed plan 
change.  No further submissions to the original submission were received. 

A decision to grant the proposed plan change was notified on 22 January 2015. 

As no appeals have been lodged, the next step in the process is for those provisions to be approved 
so they may be incorporated into the Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan.   

Members were advised that the operative date of the plan changes has to be publicly notified five 
working days prior to the operative date.  It is therefore proposed to notify the operative date in the 
combined Council advertisement in the Marlborough Express on the first Thursday after the next full 
Council meeting. 

Clrs Leggett/Evans: 
1. That Plan Change 72 to the Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan be approved in 

accordance with Clause 17 of the First Schedule of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. That the operative date for the approved plan change provisions be notified on the first 
Thursday after the next full Council meeting. 

Carried 

R.14/15.396 Plan Change 47 – Tremorne Avenue 
Rezoning W045-15-47-04 

The report provided to the Committee recommended that Plan Change 47 to the Wairau/Awatere 
Resource Management Plan be approved. 

Members were aware Plan Change 47 sought to regularise the zoning to be consistent with the 
pattern of land use that has been allowed through the resource consent process, while protecting the 
rights of existing industrial land owners and the amenity of future residential occupiers in the area. 

Members were advised that Plan Change 47 was notified on 3 July 2014 with submissions closing on 
14 August 2014.  A summary of submissions was notified on 4 September 2014 with further 
submissions closing on 18 September 2014.  A total of seven submissions and nine further 
submissions to the original submissions were received. 

A decision to grant the proposed plan change was notified on 22 January 2015. 

It was reported that there were no appeals lodged and that the next step in the process is for those 
provisions to be approved so they may be incorporated into the Wairau/Awatere Resource 
Management Plans. Once the provisions have been approved then an operative date for the 
provisions can be publically notified. 
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Members were advised that the operative date of the plan changes has to be publicly notified five 
working days prior to the operative date.  It is proposed to notify the operative date in the combined 
Council advertisement in the Marlborough Express on the first Thursday after the next full Council 
meeting. 

Clrs Leggett/Evans:   
1. That Plan Change 47 to the Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan be approved in 

accordance with Clause 17 of the First Schedule of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

2. That the operative date for the approved plan change provisions be notified on the first 
Thursday after the next full Council meeting. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Nigel Gould, Chairman of Destination Marlborough Trust and Tracy Johnston, 
General Manager were present for the following item. 

R.14/15.397 Destination Marlborough Six Monthly Report 
  E100-004-01 
Nigel Gould, Chairman of Destination Marlborough and Tracey Johnston, General Manager provided a 
verbal report which updated the Committee on Destination Marlborough’s achievements to-date. 
Members were advised that Destination Marlborough is on track to achieve over 90% of their KPI’s by 
June 2015. It was noted that the two major goals for Destination Marlborough was to reach the level it 
was prior to the global recession and to extend the peak tourism season, members were advised that 
these are both on track to being achieved. (To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown 
(presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 1584403). 

Mr Gould reported that the Marlborough Story - Only Marlborough is gaining acceptance within the 
market and Brilliant Everyday is further capturing the uniqueness of Marlborough by taking it out to the 
market with ‘exhilaration and excitement’. 

Ms Johnston advised that updates to the visual library are underway using Only Marlborough visual 
brief with the next step to get the imagery out so it can be used by media and operators. There is 
commitment from Tourism New Zealand and Air New Zealand to incorporate the shots into their 
marketing channels. 

It was noted that Tourism New Zealand was approached to include Marlborough in the Japanese 
travel programme Tabi Salad.  This programme aired to an audience of nine million in December and 
as a direct result a spike in Marlborough content viewed by Japanese on NewZealand.com that month 
was reported. 

Ms Johnston advised that successful TV coverage of Marlborough had occurred through One News 
weather which was broadcast from Marlborough, Mainland Tactix netball squad game being televised 
on Sky TV, and TV Ones Mike Hosking talking positively about Marlborough and receiving a Brilliant 
Everyday T-Shirt. NZ Enduro and Coordinated Tourism New Zealand film shoot in Marlborough for a 
five minute feature on Queen Charlotte Track as a Great Ride on the New Zealand Cycle Trail to be 
launched this week in Australia. 

Members were advised that Marlborough is to be included in three Australian consumer campaigns in 
partnership with Tourism New Zealand and neighbouring trans-Tasman gateway regions. Total media 
value from minimal spend was $214,000 this included cinema, digital, newspapers and social media. 

Ms Johnston reported that they have secured 100 leads to pitch Marlborough as a conference centre. 
It was noted that by obtaining these leads it saves a significant amount of initial investigative work.  It 
was noted that three regional conference bid documents have been delivered and that Marlborough 
has recently won NZ Wound Care Conference and NZ Quarry Conference. It was also noted that the 
Theatre, Clubs of Marlborough and the Conference Centre are working well together to enable a 
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complete Marlborough pitch which further enhances Marlborough as a complete conference 
destination. 

It was reported that the Blenheim i-site had a record month in February 2015 along with Picton who 
have had record sales year to-date. 

Ms Johnston reported that 34 cruise ships have visited Picton so far with two more expected. 
Members were advised that there have been three unscheduled visits including the largest cruise ship 
to visit Marlborough. It was noted that despite the unscheduled visit all organisations worked 
extremely well together to pull off a very successful visit. This has created confidence that strong 
working relationships are being created and utilised very successfully. It was noted that Marlborough’s 
tourism GDP is up 3.6%. 

Members congratulated Destination Marlborough on their achievements to-date and their ongoing 
efforts in creating opportunities to increase visitor/events over the winter months to cement 
Marlborough as an all seasons destination/events centre. 

Clrs Leggett/Oddie:   
That Destination Marlborough Trust’s six monthly report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Cathie Bell, Economic Development Officer was present for the following two items. 

R.14/15.398 Smart and Connected Project and Economic 
Development Project Update 
  E100-010-01, E100-010-03, E100-010-07, 
E100-009-01, E100-005-002-01, E100-010-02 

Cathie Bell, Economic Development Officer provided members with a combined update of the Smart 
and Connected and Economic Development Projects.  (To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation 
was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 1584398)) 

Members were advised that the Only Marlborough Logo has been used by Marlborough Museum in 
their recent rebranding and the Marlborough Express will be using it in a regional advertising 
campaign. It was also noted that for the recent ICC Cricket World Cup East Asia-Pacific qualifying 
tournament volunteers had the logo printed their shirts which proved popular as they continue to wear 
them even after the tournament. 

Ms Bell reported that the Smart and Connected vision and framework has been integrated into the 
2015-25 Long Term Plan and that the Renwick Community group will be submitting to the LTP on the 
Smart and Connected process in Renwick. It was also reported that progress continues on the visitor 
economy, Picton and Wood Sector Smart and Connected groups. 

Blenheim CBD and Renwick community groups are well underway. Both of these groups have a 
number of passionate people involved and strong leadership is emerging.  Work is underway on 
setting up a new industry group – Agricultural and Pastoral. 

Ms Bell advised members that a review of the Havelock Community Assn has been completed by 
Colin Bass and was presented to the Association. The next review being on the Wood Sector group. 
Ms Bell noted that it has not been determined whether these reviews will run annually but if useful for 
the groups then that could possibly by supported by Council. The reviews are seen as a way of 
keeping the sectors focused and energized. 

Clrs Leggett/Jerram:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Shane Vuletich, from the Fresh Information Company (formerly Covec) and Susie 
Witehira, Regional Events Strategy Co-ordinator were present for the following item. 

R.14/15.399 Marlborough Regional Events Strategy 
Update E100-002-001-01 

Susie Witehira, Regional Events Strategy Co-ordinator introduced Shane Vuletich, from Fresh 
Information Company. Mr Vuletich presented the Economic Impact Report for the Marlborough Wine 
and Food Festival. Mr Vuletich outlined to members what the report was based on and how the 
information was obtained. (To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in 
Trim – Record No. 1584388)) 

Mr Vuletich advised members that it was identified that attendee satisfaction was high with 93% either 
very satisfied or satisfied. This bodes well for the future of the Wine & Food Festival as event goers 
are the net promoters of the event ‘word of mouth’ which is the best form of marketing. It was reported 
that the return on investment was 321%.  

It was noted that this is the second report completed and we are now in a position to use previous 
reports as a benchmark for event figures and the economic benefits derived from the event. It was 
noted that it would be good to be able to identify in future reports whether people had attended the 
festival before as this is also a way of confirming that we are doing things right. 

It was acknowledged that there is also the potential to tap into events either side of the main event. 
For instance the Classic Fighters Friday night programme which is proving hugely popular with 
families. Members were advised that this was developed following feedback received from previous 
event goers. Organisers continuing to be open to tapping into events that increase visitor enjoyment of 
the main event which gives extra vibrancy to the region. 

Ms Witehira then went on to update the Committee on the Regional Events Strategy. (To highlight this 
report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 1584504)). Members were 
advised that the Scouts Jamboree Executive had held their first on-site planning session and released 
the design of their Jamboree logo. It was reported that there will be a further 3-4 visits prior to the 
Jamboree. 

Members were advised of NZ Enduro which is a new niche event to Marlborough. Promotion of the 
event was low key as the focus was on hosting the event to the highest level. Even with low key 
promotion the event was sold out in two minutes with 100 riders on the waiting list. Feedback received 
from participants was extremely positive with the Wakamarina Track being rated by many riders as 
one of the ‘Top 3 in the world’. Ms Witehira noted that the success of the event will open up 
opportunities for Marlborough to discuss hosting the Southern Hemisphere leg of the EWS. 

Following a question from members Ms Witehira advised that the event is classed as a niche event as 
not everybody can participate. But if we could host the world series it would be set up for people to be 
spectators which has the potential to bring in visitors from outside the region. 

Members were advised that due to time constraints the video recapping the NZ Enduro was not shown 
but the following is the link if members wish to view.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_C6mgVGsTE 

It was reported that the Commercial Events Fund received seven applications totalling $127,000. 
Applicants will be notified of the decision late April/early May.  

There was discussion on alcohol sponsorship as this could affect a number of our events ie; St Clair, 
Forrest Grape Ride. Ms Witehira noted that a meeting was held where Marlborough’s point of view 
was put forward. 

Ms Witehira spoke on the recent successful Mainland Tactixs netball event at Stadium 2000. The 
event was broadcast live on Sky Sport providing huge coverage for Marlborough. Another match is set 
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down for 24 May. Members were also advised that Destination Marlborough is working with players on 
promotional opportunities during this time. 

Clrs Leggett/Mayor: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.14/15.400 Information Package 
Mr Hawes advised members that over 1,000 hits had been recorded on the eplan with 85% of those 
hits coming from outside the region giving a clear picture on who some of our customers are. 

Clrs Oddie/Mayor:   
That the Regional Planning and Development Information Package dated 23 April 2015 be 
received and noted. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 11.15 am. 

 

Record No. 1585890 
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