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Environmental Policy 

Status of Plan Changes  
(Report prepared by Mark Caldwell)  W045-15-00, M135-15-00 

The tables below list the plan changes currently being processed by Council in accordance with the 
First Schedule of the Resource Management Act 1991 and their current status. 

Since the last status report the following has occurred: 

· The decision of the High Court on Plan Change 59 was released on 19 December 2014.  
The decision upheld the decision of the Environment Court to grant the rezoning of the 
Colonial Vineyard site.  The appeal period for the High Court Decision has now expired. 

· Plan Change 21 has been referred to the Minister of Conservation for approval. 

· Item 5 of Plan Change 26 was made operative on the 12 January 2015. 

· Decisions on Plan Change 47 were notified on Thursday, 22 January 2015. 

· Decisions on Plan Change 72 were notified on Thursday, 22 January 2015. 

Marlborough Sounds Resource Management Plan  

Plan 
Change 

No. 
Description Status 

PC21 Waikawa Bay Mooring Management 
Areas and Marina Zone Extension 
(Private Plan Change) 

Has been referred to the Minister of Conservation 
for approval. 

PC26 Minor Amendments – Item 5 – 
Amendments to the permitted marine 
farming rules 

Operative: 12 January 2015 

 

Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan 

Plan 
Change 

No. 
Description Status 

PC59 Colonial Vineyard Limited 
(Private Plan Change) 

The High Court issued its decision on the 
Appeal on 19 December 2014.  The decision 
upheld the decision of the Environment Court to 
grant the Plan Change. 

PC47 Tremorne Ave – Rezoning  Decisions notified: 22 January 2015 

PC72 Marlborough Ridge Rezoning  Decisions notified: 22 January 2015 
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Water Allocation Working Group Notes 
(Report prepared by Rachel Anderson)  R425-02-18-08 

The notes of the Water Allocation Working Group meeting held on 3 October 2014 are below for the 
members’ information. Due to the size of the appendices attached to the meeting notes they have not 
been included in the information pack, however they are available on request 
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Sounds Advisory Group Meeting Notes 
(Report Prepared by Alan Johnson) C230-001-M02 

Below are the notes of the Sounds Advisory Group and public meeting held on 10 November 2014 for 
members’ information. 

Meeting Notes of the Sounds Advisory Group,  
held at Mistletoe Bay on Monday, 10 November 2014  

commencing at 9.45 am 
Present: Councillor Trevor Hook (Chairperson), Robin Cox, Joe Heberley, Victor Koller, 

Monyeen Wedge, Ken Roush, Graeme Coates, Rob Schuckard, Tim Greenhough, 
Rachel Drake, Eric Jorgensen, Linda Booth, Judy Hellstrom, Ross Withell and 
Councillor Graeme Barsanti 

Andrew King (resident) sat in on the meeting in order to hear the presentation by 
Steve Urlich 

MDC Staff: Alan Johnson, Steve Urlich and Kay Leach (Secretary) 

Apologies: Kristen Gerard, David Hayes, Ron Sutherland, Ian Mitchell, Poneke Rene, 
Councillors David Oddie, Jenny Andrews and Jessica Bagge 

Regional Policy Update 
Pere Hawes and Linda Craighead were unable to attend the meeting.  Alan Johnson advised the draft 
provisions are available on Council’s website: 

http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/Your-Council/RMA/Review-of-Resource-Management-Documents 

Summary of submissions and feedback on marine farming and proposed coastal occupancy charges 
are also available to view: 

http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/Your-Council/RMA/Review-of-Resource-Management-
Documents/Review-Process-So-Far.aspx#Process (need to scroll down the page) 

Trevor Hook advised there would be another opportunity for input once the Plan is notified.  Councillors 
are at present considering the current feedback. 

Coastal occupancy charges would be utilised for Marlborough Sounds responsibilities, i.e. science, 
monitoring, compliance, policy, marine biosecurity, etc.  Coastal occupancy is not ownership, but lease.  
It is a right of occupation of a particular space, hence exclusive use.  There is a need for a balance 
between private and public benefit of resources.   

Trevor noted it is important for the Group to understand and be familiar with the reasons why coastal 
occupancy charges are to be considered, their implications and the expected results of coastal 
occupancy charges.  Our communities will be talking about this with us.  Trevor hoped a check sheet 
or similar would be available to help when questions were raised. 

Judy Hellstrom queried how are community jetties designated as all jetties have right of access?  
Trevor noted further debate may be required where people only had boat access to their properties and 
their requirement for a jetty.   

Alan Johnson spoke on the policy chapters drafted.  Those still to be drafted are townships, small 
settlements, use of rural environment and climate. These will be considered by Council in the next 
year.  This is alongside a range of rules being drafted.  Once those rules have been through the 
Committee they will come back to the Sounds Advisory Group, probably in the New Year. 
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Council staff made recommendations to Councillors on notification timeframes.  The Committee are 
considering July 2015.  The submission period would probably be 80 days.  Trevor advised it is hoped 
the hearing process would start about March 2016, therefore the Plan should be completed by 
September 2016.  The notification process provides everyone in the community and stakeholders an 
opportunity to submit. 

MDC Coastal Monitoring (Hydrodynamic Model) 
Steve Urlich gave a presentation on hydrodynamic modelling in Queen Charlotte Sound.  Marlborough 
District Council has commissioned NIWA to undertake this modelling.  This is to enable an 
understanding of water currents, tides and salinity, how they interact to provide the patterns we see in 
the Sounds. 

A copy of the powerpoint presentation is attached. 

The current modelling is concentrating on the Queen Charlotte Sound.  The draft report on 
hydrodynamic modelling would be presented to the Sounds Advisory Group towards the end of March.  
Alan advised industry would possibly be included in the same workshop.  Modelling of the Pelorus 
Sound, including Kenepuru Sound, is expected to be complete by 20 March, workshopping 
31 March 2015. 

Andrew King asked if the Pelorus Sound model would be on the same level as the Queen Charlotte 
Sound.  Steve advised NIWA had older data which could be used to calibrate.  The models are a work 
in progress.  They are about giving the community some assurance that the system could handle 
cumulative effects on the water column.  Alan advised the broad scale issues would be looked at first 
and then fine tuned down to the bay issues. 

Graeme Coates advised a lot of work had been undertaken by industry.  NIWA and Cawthron have 
that data which is available to Council.  One of the reasons industry is not opposing coastal occupation 
charges vigorously is because they see the funding would support this work, which is incredibly 
important, and support this modelling. 

The next steps are to consider recommendations for further model development, develop a public 
summary for the Council website and, when the Pelorus model is complete, hold workshops to discuss 
both models. 

Trevor Hook advised the Group to read and digest the report when available.  Steve hoped to have the 
report on the website shortly. 

Monyeen Wedge queried, while monitoring is occurring over the summer period, could discussion be 
had with moored vessels about discharge of sewerage into the coastal marine area.  Vessels should 
have on board containment and discharge to a facility.  Alan Johnson advised information kits are 
available on the Council website.  He advised Council has a new Compliance Manager with the 
retirement of Garth Congdon, being Gina Ferguson.  Gina is preparing compliance monitoring 
programmes, one being discharge into the Sounds.  Gina will provide a presentation to the Sounds 
Advisory Group at the next meeting. 

Integrated Management Programme 
Peter Lawless from Phoenix Facilitation attended the meeting.  Peter has been engaged by the 
Marlborough Sounds Integrated Management Trust to provide expertise and guidance through the next 
steps of the integrated management programme.  A copy of the powerpoint presentation is attached. 

Peter and his team will facilitate the Trust to: 

· Get the mandate  October/November 2014 

· Secure the resources  December 2014 to June 2015 

· Form a governance group  December 2014 

· Excite interest  December 2014 to February 2015 
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· Form a stakeholder working group  March 2015 

· Gather information and refine the issues  2015 

· Draft strategic plan  early 2016 

· Consultation and revision  2016 

· Final by end of 2016 

Peter advised there is a discussion paper by Ministers to be released at the end of the month which 
changes the Marine Protected Areas legislation and combines aspects of the Marine Reserves Act, 
Marine Mammals Protection Act, Wildlife Act and aspects of the Fisheries Act.  This is still under 
review by Ministers so we do not know the final form, but we know it will change things.  Possibly this 
could come through 2015/16.  There could be a point where there are different sorts of marine 
protected areas that can be utilised in a more coherent framework.   

Potential Change to RMA 
Rob Schuckard queried the potential changes to the Resource Management Act and how these would 
impact the Plan development.  He felt this is interlinked with aquaculture.  Trevor Hook advised there is 
no direction or directive from Central Government as to what they are going to do.  The Plan 
development would continue to be based on the Resource Management Act as it is now.  Council has 
had discussions with the Marine Farming Association around space, surety and their aspirations of the 
new generation plan.  Trevor emphasised the importance of communication, sifting issues out and 
keep communicating on them. 

Eric Jorgensen noted the need for conversations to occur between Central Government, communities 
and the Council so Central Government may be informed.  Trevor agreed we should inform Central 
Government of the desires and expectations from the Marlborough community.  

Wilding Pines on Road Reserve 
Victor Koller felt road reserve should be native bush.  There should be preventative maintenance so 
pines on road reserve do not get too large.  Trevor Hook advised that now when replanting forestry, the 
setback areas are more stringent within the consent conditions than they had been before.  In the new 
Plan there are proposals to increase those setbacks and riparian margins.  Victor felt the roading 
budget should cover pine removal by roadmen, or for the forestry industry to accept maintenance.  
Robin Cox felt Marlborough Roads could be more proactive to make it easier for different groups or 
forestry owners to remove small wilding pines by having an off the shelf safety plan and providing high 
viz vests, hand tools, signs, etc.   

Trevor suggested a residents association put a proposal forward through Council.  Graeme Barsanti 
advised this had been trialled in the past, but if the proposal went through the Assets & Services 
Committee, Council could get Marlborough Roads to consider this. 

Moved: Robin Cox 
Seconded: Victor Koller 

It is requested that Marlborough Roads, through Council, facilitate the ability for community groups to 
remove young wilding pines off road reserve, by providing a road management plan, high viz vests, 
hand saws and whatever signs are required. 

Setback Distance from Sounds Foreshore Reserve 
Ken Roush advised periodically people seek relief from having an 8 metre setback.  There is concern 
in allowing a dwelling to be close to foreshore reserve in relation to the visual amenity of the coastline 
and a perception that the foreshore has become privatised.  Another issue is the fire hazard.  There is 
concern that Council has the setback rule and then makes allowances.  What is requested to be 
achieved is an advisement to the Department of Conservation and Council planners that there is 
concern in the community when people seek relief from the 8 metre setback, and for the planners to 
have forethought of the implications a structure right on the foreshore might have.  It is felt it may be 
appropriate for the relief from setbacks to be a publicly notified resource consent as opposed to limited 
notification.  Ken has communicated these concerns to Pere Hawes for consideration in Plan 
development. 

Regional Planning & Development Information Package - 5 February 2015 - Page 10 
 



Monyeen Wedge supported Ken’s proposal, particularly concerns raised to her regarding setback 
areas being used for helicopter pads.  

Alan Johnson advised that, in the next generation plan, there is a chapter on the 8 metre setback and 
some new policies.  Alan suggested the Group look at Policies 13.2.5 and 13.2.6 and give feedback. 

Robin Cox advised most setbacks in the Sounds would be Sounds Foreshore Reserve and the 
Department of Conservation is the affected party.  Robin advised his criteria is largely based on 
archaeological information.  From a Department of Conservation perspective, wastewater created is 
disposed of on your own land. 

Water Ski Lanes 
Ross Withell queried the procedure for designating a water ski lane.  He is only aware of one water ski 
lane, at Te Mahia, but other areas are being used, which destroys peace and quiet.  Alan Johnson had 
spoken with the Harbour Master who is happy, if a community proposal is put forward, to look at 
consultation to achieve that outcome.  Robin Cox noted if a water ski lane is proposed near Sounds 
Foreshore Reserve, the Department of Conservation would require consultation. 

Variability of Consent Times 
Judy Hellstrom advised many jetties in her bay have come up for renewal this year.  She discovered 
that one jetty is a community jetty and not on a property file, being 22 property owners using the jetty.  
Judy questions the criteria about why a jetty would become a community jetty.  Judy also discussed the 
various lengths of consent times allowed for jetties and a lack of policy on the length of consents.  
Trevor Hook advised there are gaps in the existing Plan.  Consistency would be dealt with in the new 
Plan giving clear guidance to the consent decisionmaking. 

Victor Koller queried the process of a group application for moorings.  Trevor Hook advised if moorings 
are due then a group application is the most cost effective way to proceed.  It is good for the 
community to work together. 

DOC Update 
Robin Cox presented a Department of Conservation update: 

Staff 
Roy Grose has been acting Service Director based at Hokitika since early September.  Jo Gould, a 
volunteer coordinator based in the Nelson Office, has been acting Service Manager Picton for the 
same time.  Many staff have been taking leave in anticipation of the busy summer season fast 
approaching. 

Weeds 
Some locations have restarted wilding control in their environs.  Chemical and in some cases 
motorized drills have been given to groups in Nydia, Erie and Umuwheke Bays. 

A private land owner is intending pine spraying adjacent to Mt Shewell Reserve.  Sounds Restoration 
Trust has found funding to treat the wilding pines on the open reserve land adjacent. 

Sounds Restoration Trust is intending to spray the hakae on the southern end of D’Urville Island using 
the funding allocated from the Community Conservation Funds in the near future.  However, most of 
the work on pine control this summer will be in East and Tawa Bays in Endeavour Inlet. 

The annual DOC/MDC boneseed eradication programme has been completed for this year.  This 
year’s operations were undertaken in Tory Channel and Ruakaka Bay. 

Staff have spent some time spraying gorse and felling pines on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve at 
Titirangi.  A work team from DOC Motueka have carried out gorse control on Attempt Hill, D’Urville 
Island. 

Regional Planning & Development Information Package - 5 February 2015 - Page 11 
 



Predator Control 
The two stage aerial poisoning on Maud Island for mice has now been completed.  During monitoring 
two live mice were caught in late September, but none caught since.  This monitoring will continue until 
Christmas. 

The Battle for our Birds poison operation covering over 4000 hectares between Tennyson Inlet and 
Nydia Bay has started.  On 10 October the pre feed was applied at the rate of 1 kilogram per hectare.  
For this operation the following was applied for the pre feed and will apply to the toxic application as 
well: 
1. The Nydia Track will be closed until manually checked and cleared by DOC staff. 
2. Bait laying set back will be increased to between 70 and 200 metres by straight lining the set 

back line. 
3. Set back around the coast will be 65 metres. 
4. DOC will probably have to monitor one water supply, Brownlees, as this is a Ministry of Health 

requirement. 
5. Pelorus Protection Inc will undertake monitoring on matters they think important using money 

saved from the water monitoring agreed between PPI and DOC. 

A weather window looks possible on Friday 7 November and it is hoped that the work will be completed 
then. 

No more possums have been caught on Blumine Island during the monthly monitoring.  An increased 
level of trapping is being carried out as a result of rats being caught on Pickersgill Island, without any 
success. 

The national trial to check the exclusion of predators at the 400 hectare Bottle Rock site continues.  
1080 has been spread by hand and trials are being undertaken using various toxins in bait stations to 
slow down or prevent the re infestation from the surrounding area.  This management system is seen 
as a possible alternative to very expensive predator fences. 

Forest and Bird predator control to protect the bats at Pelorus Bridge has resulted in a significant 
increase in rat kills over the last few months compared with previous years.  In the months of July, 
August, September and October 2013, 113 rats were caught compared with 829 for the same months 
in 2014.  To help in the battle against rats, bait stations have been installed and preparations made to 
use toxins. 

Endangered Species 
Most of the young Rowi Kiwi have been removed from Motuara Island and returned to the West Coast.  
On the way through Picton some lucky members of the public got to see the birds close up.  Talks are 
still underway with the owner of Te Kopi in the outer Pelorus Sounds as to whether his land can be 
used as a Rowi Kiwi and/or a Takahe sanctuary. 

Numerous research projects are either underway or the process to get permits for the work underway.  
Iwi support for the work is a pre requisite and so far the following projects have gone through the full 
process: 
1. Blood samples from Robins on Motuara, Allports and Chetwode Islands.  This involved 

approvals from Te Atiawa and Ngati Kuia. 
2. Counting Orange Fronted Parakeeks on Blumine and Maud Islands.  Ngati Kuia and Te Atiawa 

have been consulted over this work. 
3. Penguin research on Long Island has been supported by Te Atiawa. 
4. As part of a national survey of marine reserves, Long Island was considered as an example and 

approval received from the committee which has Te Atiawa representation on it. 

In addition, an initial application has been made to undertake research on bats on D’Urville Island to 
establish the location and numbers of this vulnerable population.  This will involve sanction from 
Ngati Koata. 

Community Involvement 
Mistletoe Bay has commenced the building of a new manager’s house.  Unfortunately the army is not 
able to help on this building project, but on the positive, some volunteers are helping.  Most of the 
ground work is now complete thanks to the contractor who has the Marlborough Roads contract for the 
Sounds roads, HEBS. 
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Several pine eradication projects are underway in various parts of the Sounds by different groups and 
individuals.  These have been covered separately. 

Tui Nature Reserve is running two public trips in the New Year in an effort to gain greater public 
recognition. 

The predator control by Forest and Bird at Pelorus Bridge continues and their recording is the best 
seen to date.  Animals caught by species and volunteer days are recorded by month. 

The support by OMV for the rehabilitation of the Moawhitu wetlands has now been concluded.  No 
work has yet been undertaken by Ngati Koata to improve the habitat of Tuna (eels). 

The Link Pathway is in the process of obtaining a resource consent to create the pathway.  The initial 
stage will be between Ngakuta Bay and Wedge Point and this will be started as soon as resource 
consent is received. 

The Ngakuta Bay residents have completed the three boardwalks along the waterfront at Ngakuta Bay.  
They have now started the track formation and this will become part of the Link Pathway. 

A community group is being formed to undertake pest control in Tennyson Inlet.  They have had an 
initial meeting and are now working on their rules.  

Marine Mammals 
Five very successful marine mammal training courses have been organized to date, three in Picton 
and two in Kaikoura.  55 operators from 16 companies attended and the feedback was very supportive.  
It is intended to run the same course for private boat operators as well as run it in following years for 
new skippers. 

Recreation 
The various animal control operations have absorbed a lot of recreational staff time over the last few 
months.  However, some good developments have been achieved in spite of other priorities. 

The redevelopment of the Momorangi Campground is behind schedule by a couple of weeks, but when 
completed the campers will appreciate the new facilities.  The undergrounding of the power lines will 
improve the vista from the campground seaward. 

The airfield at Moawhitu has been mown by DOC staff.  The volunteer that used to do this work, 
Chris Brown, has sold his plane so is not able to continue to do the magnificent job he did previously. 

The track between the camp site in Home Bay and the Ministry of Works Campsite on Blumine Island 
has had the steep section eased thanks to the contribution from Blacks Fasteners.  This company paid 
for the cost of the initial track and also for the relocation of yellowheads to this island. 

Preparation is underway for the 2014/15 upgrade of the Queen Charlotte Track.  This year it will be 
between The Pines and the head of Endeavour Inlet. 

Initial planning is underway to upgrade the Whatamango Campsite and Karaka Point. 

A start has been made on vegetation clearance on the Queen Charlotte Track at the Anakiwa end and 
above Bay of Many Coves.  Spraying on this track has yet to start.   

Visit of Minister 
The Association Minister of Conservation is visiting on 15 November for the official opening of the 
Whale Centre in Picton. 

Environment Awards 
Bev Doole advised there are not many applications as yet for the Environment Awards so there is a 
need for further applications, which close 10 November, but extensions of time are possible. 

Marine Protected Areas – Recreational Fishing 
Ken Roush advised the community is interested in the discussion paper that is coming up.  Notification 
is not always received and Ken requested Council to notify the Group when that discussion paper is 
available.  Alan Johnson would let the Group know if the discussion paper is received by Council. 
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The Group broke for lunch at 12.45 pm.  Graeme Coates left the meeting following lunch. 

Burning of Vegetation 
Tim Greenhough spoke on the situation where residents in a community stockpiled vegetation ready 
for burning.  This is used as a fire fighting exercise as well.  In his community the area used is partially 
on Council reserve.  A fire permit was sought but, because the vegetation was brought from off the 
property, the Council rejected the application.  Graeme Barsanti advised Council has a rule that a 
community fire cannot be held on a Council reserve without resource consent.  Tim advised this is an 
issue for many communities.  Robin Cox saw the logical area would be the intertidal area.  He also 
advised that the person who lit the fire is responsible if the fire got away.  Tim advised his community 
association has insurance. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting to be held in the Committee Room at Marlborough District Council on Monday, 
16 February 2015.   

The meeting closed at 1.30 pm 

Notes of the Sounds Advisory Group Public Meeting,  
held at Mistletoe Bay on Monday 10 November 2014  

commencing at 1.30 pm 
Present: Jim Campbell, Helen Campbell, Max Jelley, Jane Jelley, June Ballagh, 

Andrew King, Councillor Trevor Hook (Chairperson), Robin Cox, Joe Heberley, 
Victor Koller, Monyeen Wedge, Ken Roush, Rob Schuckard, Tim Greenhough, 
Rachel Drake, Eric Jorgensen, Linda Booth, Judy Hellstrom, Ross Withell and 
Councillor Graeme Barsanti 

MDC Staff: Alan Johnson, Steve Urlich and Kay Leach (Secretary) 

Apologies: Kristen Gerard, David Hayes, Ron Sutherland, Ian Mitchell, Poneke Rene, 
Councillors David Oddie, Jenny Andrews and Jessica Bagge 

Trevor Hook introduced himself as Chairman of the Sounds Advisory Group and spoke on the role of 
the Group.  Members of the Group introduced themselves.   

Victor Koller then showed attendees the Mistletoe Bay Trust presentation given to the 2013 Trustpower 
Environment Awards.  The presentation explained the role of the Trust and Mistletoe Bay.  
Simon Health is the Chairman of the Trust.  Victor is proud of the achievements of the Trust.  He 
believes our young people are the guardians of this planet. 

Robin Cox noted that Council had remitted resource consent fees and contributed to the wastewater 
system.  Very early on that was one of the big steps needed to be made.  Robin thanked ratepayers for 
their contribution. 

Robin spoke of the two stage takeover of the Department of Conservation land.  The Trust had control 
and management of the land for 10 years, however when the Department realised the progress made 
by the Trust, they suggested the Trust develop a management plan to get control and management in 
perpetuity. 

Trevor Hook then opened the floor to the public in attendance. 

Moorings 
Andrew King spoke with regard to the Plan review.  He understood it is intended for moorings to have 
an annual professional inspection and felt this not to be necessary.  Trevor Hook advised some 
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consents have a consent condition requiring an inspection every two years and a report filed to 
Council.  Trevor noted his own consent required him to inspect the mooring and report to Council.  
Andrew objected to a condition that required an inspection by a registered mooring inspector every two 
years.  Trevor advised this objection had been noted. 

Outstanding Landscape 
Andrew King felt the threshold trigger is too low.  He felt some outstanding landscapes are not justified 
and would have an impact on future activities.  Trevor Hook advised that submissions on outstanding 
landscape would go through the new Plan process. 

Andrew advised that between Skiddaw to Hopewell there is a piece of native bush that comes right 
down to the foreshore.  He would like to see this portion classed as outstanding landscape.  
Alan Johnson would take this feedback to the Policy Team.  Trevor advised the threshold had been set 
by Boffa Miskell.  Trevor also advised that after the maps were sent out to affected parties, quite a few 
areas changed, with some other areas being included due to landowner consultation. 

Robin Cox felt if there was a continuous area of native vegetation from the sea to the ridge that should 
be outstanding landscape. 

Alan Johnson advised that it was appropriate to provide feedback to the planning team on any matters 
of concern. 

Trevor suggested to take a look at the draft Plan when notified as that is the last opportunity to make a 
submission and be heard. 

Surety for Marine Farming 
Andrew King would not have invested and developed a marine farm, providing an income for three 
families, had he known there were no secure property rights.  Since the change from licences to 
resource consents, there is a feeling of threat of losing the farm at each renewal application.  There is 
a need to have confidence that, if the farm is managed correctly and sustainably, you can continue.  
Trevor Hook spoke, in a Resource Management Act perspective, on the difference in surety of property 
rights and rights on the water space.  On the water is a leasehold type situation.  To give surety of 
lease is much more difficult than to give surety of private property ownership.  Andrew felt the 
community needs to decide if they want a healthy marine farming economic activity, which requires 
investment and commitment.  

Policy for Replanting of Commercial Forests 
Jim Campbell questioned what the policy was in replanting commercial forests. 

Trevor Hook advised that under an existing consent there is a right of replanting once.  We are getting 
into the second generation now of the cycle.  Under the consent there will be certain criteria to abide 
by, i.e. setback to riparian margins.  Under the proposed Plan it is being considered not to prohibit new 
forestry in the Sounds, but raising the bar.  Alan Johnson indicated one consideration at present is 
setbacks from foreshore reserve.  

Another issue is how to get the trees out, barge sites or roading (trucks on the road).  Trevor advised 
these issues would be considered with the new Plan. 

Joe Heberley queried what rules are in place regarding a forestry block which was due to be harvested 
and had been flattened by wind.  Are they required to clean up the site, it is an eyesore and the trees 
could end up floating in the Sounds.  There is also a fire risk.  Alan Johnson noted they would have the 
standard consent conditions.  Robin Cox thought there is resource consent approval to harvest in this 
instance. 

Graeme Barsanti advised there had been discussion regarding combination of harvesting sites to allow 
barging rather than trucking out, which they have a right to.  Council does not have the right to stop the 
trucking of logs if the resource consent indicates this.  Trevor advised it may be a requirement in the 
new Plan for logs to be barged out. 
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Group Mooring Applications 
Trevor Hook advised of the morning meeting discussion on group applications for moorings.  There 
was consensus that this is the most cost effective way to proceed.  It is good for the community to work 
together.   

Victor Koller spoke on the process his bay had followed.  One person deals with all applications at 
once.  An information sheet was sent to all residents in the bay, with a deadline to fill in the mooring 
renewal application form.  Alan Johnson advised to go through due diligence to make sure all the right 
information for each consent (type of mooring and vessel size).  It is particularly important to get the 
swing circle right.  Linda Booth advised it is important to get confirmation from swing circle neighbours 
and a letter from the neighbour providing permission.  If everyone in the bay is not included it could 
cause problems in processing.  Linda advised the map on the Council website shows moorings and 
swing circles.   

Pests 
Monyeen Wedge spoke of a conflict of interest regarding the use of 1080 or to ban 1080 within a 
community dealing with pest control. 

Water Ski Lanes 
Monyeen Wedge spoke on the concern of the excessive use of water/jet skis in her bay.  It would be 
better to have a nominated area, but some do not want water/jet skis at all.  Water/jet skis appear to be 
becoming a contentious issue.  Alan Johnson would take this issue to the Harbour Master and, if there 
is an issue, ring the Harbour Master’s office.  Compliance patrols during the summer are scheduled. 

Helicopters 
Monyeen Wedge advised of a perception that helicopters destroy the tranquillity of an area.  
Judy Hellstrom felt the sound of a helicopter was usually someone in trouble and they are going to help 
them. 

Water Supply 
Victor Koller spoke of a situation where an initial tank was utilised to filter the water prior to entry to the 
main tank.  As a consequence they exceeded their water take which was contrary to consent 
conditions.  It was requested, for common sense, if a new system like this is installed there should be 
allowance for the cleaning system to take extra water.  Graeme Barsanti advised to notify Council and 
this could be achieved. 

Victor also advised the community disagrees that the metering must be undertaken prior to the first 
tank.  It makes sense to clean the water first before metering it.  Alan Johnson advised it is a Central 
Government requirement for metering to be undertaken at point source.  Trevor Hook advised this is 
an example where a community or a resident could bring an issue to the notice of a Councillor.  
Graeme suggested contact be made early to enable enquiries and reduce misinformation. 

Judy Hellstrom queried at what point does Council monitor a community water take or conditions.  
Alan Johnson advised there are numerous community water takes and it depends on the conditions of 
consent, often self-monitored.  In the future most consents would be telemetered.  Fresh water is a 
precious resource. 

Torea Wharf Lifebuoy 
Linda Booth queried who was responsible for the wharf at Torea.  The lifebuoy is not in good condition.  
Graeme Barsanti advised the lifebuoy had been provided by the Harbour Master through Marlborough 
Roads.  Graeme would arrange for a new one to be supplied. 

Discharges from Vessels 
Joe Heberley referred to a previous meeting where there had been discussion regarding boats moored 
in Picton Harbour which are permanently inhabited and may be discharging effluent to sea.  He queried 
if there were any checks to see if they have holding tanks and discharging appropriately.  Alan Johnson 
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advised that vessel discharges are not monitored directly and Council tends to only monitor by 
complaint.  Trevor Hook noted Picton Harbour is monitored for water quality every week from 
1 November to 31 March.   

Proposed Ohingaroa Toilet 
Jim Campbell requested an update regarding the proposed new toilet at Ohingaroa.  Graeme Barsanti 
advised mediation had been undertaken and an agreement had been made.  It is awaiting sign off 
between the two parties.  Signs will be required dealing with freedom camping.  There is no one in the 
bay prepared to clean the toilet so a cleaner has been sourced from Havelock. 

Log in Moetapu Bay 
Victor Koller advised this issue was raised two years ago.  Recently there was a close call with a 
dinghy carrying children.  Johnson Barges had attempted to remove the log, without success.  Recently 
there was consideration of an attempt by another party.  Victor suggested they check with their 
insurance company who said no.  It is a hazard.  Graeme Barsanti advised the Harbour Master spoke 
of cost issues.  Graeme would take this issue back to the Harbour Master. 

Portage Scheme 
It was questioned when would Portage stop putting effluent into the bay?  Trevor Hook advised a 
consent had gone through for a community scheme.  As soon as the community scheme is operational 
then Portage turn their system on to land.  If Council had issued an abatement notice Portage would 
have cut off the community and their effluent would have gone to sea.  At least at present effluent is 
going through a primary system, in the interim. 

Concern was expressed that there is not a no swim notice at Cowshed Bay, which is close to the 
Portage outfall.  Alan Johnson would look into this. 

Alan Johnson advised all other community systems are compliant (resorts and accommodation).  This 
is a major achievement for Council. 

Robin Cox was concerned that Furneaux would be discharging to land as he has not seen code 
compliance.  There should be no discharge to Department of Conservation land until the installation 
has code compliance.  Alan Johnson would look into this. 

Monyeen Wedge received a letter from Gina Ferguson advising she would present to the Sounds 
Advisory Group on the Sounds wastewater monitoring programme and provide an update of 
compliance on the wastewater systems.  Alan Johnson advised Gina would attend the next meeting. 

Trevor advised a report is provided to the Environment Committee each year on commercial 
wastewater systems in the Sounds.  Only three had not complied in the last report. 

Salmon Farm Best Practice Guidelines 
Steve Urlich advised a point had been reached to go out for public comment on the seabed standards.  
Rob Schuckard has been part of the working group.  Eric Jorgensen has been part of the Best Practice 
Farming and Operations Group. 

Rob commended Steve Urlich on how pleasant it had been to work with Steve on this. 

Rob advised that in November 2013 the Sounds Advisory Group was invited to participate in the 
salmon guidelines working group.  In December 2013 a meeting was held with Councillors, 
New Zealand King Salmon, science providers, the Ministry for Primary Industries and 
Professor Kenneth Black from Scottish Association for Marine Science (science reviewer of salmon 
monitoring reports contracted by Council).  The formed working group, with representation from 
Council, New Zealand King Salmon, Cawthron Institute, NIWA Ministry for Primary Industries and the 
Sounds Advisory Group had its first meeting in February 2014 and the last meeting in October 2014. 

Initially, there was some confusion on what the guidelines were about.  The Best Practice Guidelines is 
not a future allocation tool for spatial distribution for farms, instead it is trying to be more precise and 
accurate in establishing whether existing farms are compliant or not as per latest science and 
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framework of conditions directed by the Board of Inquiry during the New Zealand King Salmon 
application.   

The guidelines are more stringent and better for the environmental performance of salmon farms 
certainly when compared with the old existing consent conditions.  It would now be up to industry if they 
want to use the guidelines as the guiding principle to modify their consents to improve the sustainable 
management compared to the old consent conditions.  Both cannot be claimed to be sustainable. 

Eric advised he is on the team looking at how the farms are operated.  A whole of life cycle approach 
was taken when developing the guidelines, from first wanting to set up a farm, what operational best 
management practice might be, through to decommissioning of farms.  Next meeting is to be held on 
20 November to discuss final feedback on the final draft of the operational guidelines.  New Zealand 
King Salmon has put in a lot of work, particularly on the operational guidelines.  Bruno Brosnan of 
Council had also put in a lot of work as well. 

Eric is somewhat uneasy with two areas of the operational guidelines.  One is how hot to run a farm, 
i.e. how close to maximum capacity it is run through the life cycle of the fish.  When farms are run at or 
near capacity, when issues arise there are fewer management responses available.  Also how the 
guidelines recognise and cater for the importance of the amenity values that the Sounds offer from a 
recreational/residential perspective.  He is keen to see how these will be reflected in the final draft. 

Eric advised it has been a really good process.  Maybe this is a way forward for other contentious 
issues in terms of planning for the Sounds.  He believes that in the future guidelines should be 
produced for all finfish farming in the Sounds, whereas today it is just New Zealand King Salmon 
farms. 

Appreciation to Mistletoe Bay Trust 
The Group wished to thank Chris for her support during their visit and to the Trust for allowing them to 
hold the meeting at Mistletoe Bay. 

The meeting closed at 2.55 pm 

 

Record No:  1516278 
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Environmental Policy

Status of Plan Changes 

(Report prepared by Mark Caldwell) 	W045-15-00, M135-15-00

The tables below list the plan changes currently being processed by Council in accordance with the First Schedule of the Resource Management Act 1991 and their current status.

Since the last status report the following has occurred:

· The decision of the High Court on Plan Change 59 was released on 19 December 2014.  The decision upheld the decision of the Environment Court to grant the rezoning of the Colonial Vineyard site.  The appeal period for the High Court Decision has now expired.

· Plan Change 21 has been referred to the Minister of Conservation for approval.

· Item 5 of Plan Change 26 was made operative on the 12 January 2015.

· Decisions on Plan Change 47 were notified on Thursday, 22 January 2015.

· Decisions on Plan Change 72 were notified on Thursday, 22 January 2015.

		Marlborough Sounds Resource Management Plan 



		Plan Change No.

		Description

		Status



		PC21

		Waikawa Bay Mooring Management Areas and Marina Zone Extension (Private Plan Change)

		Has been referred to the Minister of Conservation for approval.



		PC26

		Minor Amendments – Item 5 – Amendments to the permitted marine farming rules

		Operative: 12 January 2015







		Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan



		Plan Change No.

		Description

		Status



		PC59

		Colonial Vineyard Limited (Private Plan Change)

		The High Court issued its decision on the Appeal on 19 December 2014.  The decision upheld the decision of the Environment Court to grant the Plan Change.



		PC47

		Tremorne Ave – Rezoning 

		Decisions notified: 22 January 2015



		PC72

		Marlborough Ridge Rezoning 

		Decisions notified: 22 January 2015
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Water Allocation Working Group Notes

(Report prepared by Rachel Anderson) 	R425-02-18-08

The notes of the Water Allocation Working Group meeting held on 3 October 2014 are below for the members’ information. Due to the size of the appendices attached to the meeting notes they have not been included in the information pack, however they are available on request



Sounds Advisory Group Meeting Notes

(Report Prepared by Alan Johnson)	C230-001-M02

Below are the notes of the Sounds Advisory Group and public meeting held on 10 November 2014 for members’ information.

Meeting Notes of the Sounds Advisory Group, 
held at Mistletoe Bay on Monday, 10 November 2014 
commencing at 9.45 am

Present:	Councillor Trevor Hook (Chairperson), Robin Cox, Joe Heberley, Victor Koller, Monyeen Wedge, Ken Roush, Graeme Coates, Rob Schuckard, Tim Greenhough, Rachel Drake, Eric Jorgensen, Linda Booth, Judy Hellstrom, Ross Withell and Councillor Graeme Barsanti

Andrew King (resident) sat in on the meeting in order to hear the presentation by Steve Urlich

MDC Staff:	Alan Johnson, Steve Urlich and Kay Leach (Secretary)

Apologies:	Kristen Gerard, David Hayes, Ron Sutherland, Ian Mitchell, Poneke Rene, Councillors David Oddie, Jenny Andrews and Jessica Bagge

Regional Policy Update

Pere Hawes and Linda Craighead were unable to attend the meeting.  Alan Johnson advised the draft provisions are available on Council’s website:

http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/Your-Council/RMA/Review-of-Resource-Management-Documents

Summary of submissions and feedback on marine farming and proposed coastal occupancy charges are also available to view:

http://www.marlborough.govt.nz/Your-Council/RMA/Review-of-Resource-Management-Documents/Review-Process-So-Far.aspx#Process (need to scroll down the page)

Trevor Hook advised there would be another opportunity for input once the Plan is notified.  Councillors are at present considering the current feedback.

Coastal occupancy charges would be utilised for Marlborough Sounds responsibilities, i.e. science, monitoring, compliance, policy, marine biosecurity, etc.  Coastal occupancy is not ownership, but lease.  It is a right of occupation of a particular space, hence exclusive use.  There is a need for a balance between private and public benefit of resources.  

Trevor noted it is important for the Group to understand and be familiar with the reasons why coastal occupancy charges are to be considered, their implications and the expected results of coastal occupancy charges.  Our communities will be talking about this with us.  Trevor hoped a check sheet or similar would be available to help when questions were raised.

Judy Hellstrom queried how are community jetties designated as all jetties have right of access?  Trevor noted further debate may be required where people only had boat access to their properties and their requirement for a jetty.  

Alan Johnson spoke on the policy chapters drafted.  Those still to be drafted are townships, small settlements, use of rural environment and climate. These will be considered by Council in the next year.  This is alongside a range of rules being drafted.  Once those rules have been through the Committee they will come back to the Sounds Advisory Group, probably in the New Year.

Council staff made recommendations to Councillors on notification timeframes.  The Committee are considering July 2015.  The submission period would probably be 80 days.  Trevor advised it is hoped the hearing process would start about March 2016, therefore the Plan should be completed by September 2016.  The notification process provides everyone in the community and stakeholders an opportunity to submit.

MDC Coastal Monitoring (Hydrodynamic Model)

Steve Urlich gave a presentation on hydrodynamic modelling in Queen Charlotte Sound.  Marlborough District Council has commissioned NIWA to undertake this modelling.  This is to enable an understanding of water currents, tides and salinity, how they interact to provide the patterns we see in the Sounds.

A copy of the powerpoint presentation is attached.

The current modelling is concentrating on the Queen Charlotte Sound.  The draft report on hydrodynamic modelling would be presented to the Sounds Advisory Group towards the end of March.  Alan advised industry would possibly be included in the same workshop.  Modelling of the Pelorus Sound, including Kenepuru Sound, is expected to be complete by 20 March, workshopping 31 March 2015.

Andrew King asked if the Pelorus Sound model would be on the same level as the Queen Charlotte Sound.  Steve advised NIWA had older data which could be used to calibrate.  The models are a work in progress.  They are about giving the community some assurance that the system could handle cumulative effects on the water column.  Alan advised the broad scale issues would be looked at first and then fine tuned down to the bay issues.

Graeme Coates advised a lot of work had been undertaken by industry.  NIWA and Cawthron have that data which is available to Council.  One of the reasons industry is not opposing coastal occupation charges vigorously is because they see the funding would support this work, which is incredibly important, and support this modelling.

The next steps are to consider recommendations for further model development, develop a public summary for the Council website and, when the Pelorus model is complete, hold workshops to discuss both models.

Trevor Hook advised the Group to read and digest the report when available.  Steve hoped to have the report on the website shortly.

Monyeen Wedge queried, while monitoring is occurring over the summer period, could discussion be had with moored vessels about discharge of sewerage into the coastal marine area.  Vessels should have on board containment and discharge to a facility.  Alan Johnson advised information kits are available on the Council website.  He advised Council has a new Compliance Manager with the retirement of Garth Congdon, being Gina Ferguson.  Gina is preparing compliance monitoring programmes, one being discharge into the Sounds.  Gina will provide a presentation to the Sounds Advisory Group at the next meeting.

Integrated Management Programme

Peter Lawless from Phoenix Facilitation attended the meeting.  Peter has been engaged by the Marlborough Sounds Integrated Management Trust to provide expertise and guidance through the next steps of the integrated management programme.  A copy of the powerpoint presentation is attached.

Peter and his team will facilitate the Trust to:

· Get the mandate 	October/November 2014

· Secure the resources 	December 2014 to June 2015

· Form a governance group 	December 2014

· Excite interest 	December 2014 to February 2015

· Form a stakeholder working group 	March 2015

· Gather information and refine the issues 	2015

· Draft strategic plan 	early 2016

· Consultation and revision 	2016

· Final by end of 2016

Peter advised there is a discussion paper by Ministers to be released at the end of the month which changes the Marine Protected Areas legislation and combines aspects of the Marine Reserves Act, Marine Mammals Protection Act, Wildlife Act and aspects of the Fisheries Act.  This is still under review by Ministers so we do not know the final form, but we know it will change things.  Possibly this could come through 2015/16.  There could be a point where there are different sorts of marine protected areas that can be utilised in a more coherent framework.  

Potential Change to RMA

Rob Schuckard queried the potential changes to the Resource Management Act and how these would impact the Plan development.  He felt this is interlinked with aquaculture.  Trevor Hook advised there is no direction or directive from Central Government as to what they are going to do.  The Plan development would continue to be based on the Resource Management Act as it is now.  Council has had discussions with the Marine Farming Association around space, surety and their aspirations of the new generation plan.  Trevor emphasised the importance of communication, sifting issues out and keep communicating on them.

Eric Jorgensen noted the need for conversations to occur between Central Government, communities and the Council so Central Government may be informed.  Trevor agreed we should inform Central Government of the desires and expectations from the Marlborough community. 

Wilding Pines on Road Reserve

Victor Koller felt road reserve should be native bush.  There should be preventative maintenance so pines on road reserve do not get too large.  Trevor Hook advised that now when replanting forestry, the setback areas are more stringent within the consent conditions than they had been before.  In the new Plan there are proposals to increase those setbacks and riparian margins.  Victor felt the roading budget should cover pine removal by roadmen, or for the forestry industry to accept maintenance.  Robin Cox felt Marlborough Roads could be more proactive to make it easier for different groups or forestry owners to remove small wilding pines by having an off the shelf safety plan and providing high viz vests, hand tools, signs, etc.  

Trevor suggested a residents association put a proposal forward through Council.  Graeme Barsanti advised this had been trialled in the past, but if the proposal went through the Assets & Services Committee, Council could get Marlborough Roads to consider this.

Moved:	Robin Cox

Seconded:	Victor Koller

It is requested that Marlborough Roads, through Council, facilitate the ability for community groups to remove young wilding pines off road reserve, by providing a road management plan, high viz vests, hand saws and whatever signs are required.

Setback Distance from Sounds Foreshore Reserve

Ken Roush advised periodically people seek relief from having an 8 metre setback.  There is concern in allowing a dwelling to be close to foreshore reserve in relation to the visual amenity of the coastline and a perception that the foreshore has become privatised.  Another issue is the fire hazard.  There is concern that Council has the setback rule and then makes allowances.  What is requested to be achieved is an advisement to the Department of Conservation and Council planners that there is concern in the community when people seek relief from the 8 metre setback, and for the planners to have forethought of the implications a structure right on the foreshore might have.  It is felt it may be appropriate for the relief from setbacks to be a publicly notified resource consent as opposed to limited notification.  Ken has communicated these concerns to Pere Hawes for consideration in Plan development.

Monyeen Wedge supported Ken’s proposal, particularly concerns raised to her regarding setback areas being used for helicopter pads. 

Alan Johnson advised that, in the next generation plan, there is a chapter on the 8 metre setback and some new policies.  Alan suggested the Group look at Policies 13.2.5 and 13.2.6 and give feedback.

Robin Cox advised most setbacks in the Sounds would be Sounds Foreshore Reserve and the Department of Conservation is the affected party.  Robin advised his criteria is largely based on archaeological information.  From a Department of Conservation perspective, wastewater created is disposed of on your own land.

Water Ski Lanes

Ross Withell queried the procedure for designating a water ski lane.  He is only aware of one water ski lane, at Te Mahia, but other areas are being used, which destroys peace and quiet.  Alan Johnson had spoken with the Harbour Master who is happy, if a community proposal is put forward, to look at consultation to achieve that outcome.  Robin Cox noted if a water ski lane is proposed near Sounds Foreshore Reserve, the Department of Conservation would require consultation.

Variability of Consent Times

Judy Hellstrom advised many jetties in her bay have come up for renewal this year.  She discovered that one jetty is a community jetty and not on a property file, being 22 property owners using the jetty.  Judy questions the criteria about why a jetty would become a community jetty.  Judy also discussed the various lengths of consent times allowed for jetties and a lack of policy on the length of consents.  Trevor Hook advised there are gaps in the existing Plan.  Consistency would be dealt with in the new Plan giving clear guidance to the consent decisionmaking.

Victor Koller queried the process of a group application for moorings.  Trevor Hook advised if moorings are due then a group application is the most cost effective way to proceed.  It is good for the community to work together.

DOC Update

Robin Cox presented a Department of Conservation update:

Staff

Roy Grose has been acting Service Director based at Hokitika since early September.  Jo Gould, a volunteer coordinator based in the Nelson Office, has been acting Service Manager Picton for the same time.  Many staff have been taking leave in anticipation of the busy summer season fast approaching.

Weeds

Some locations have restarted wilding control in their environs.  Chemical and in some cases motorized drills have been given to groups in Nydia, Erie and Umuwheke Bays.

A private land owner is intending pine spraying adjacent to Mt Shewell Reserve.  Sounds Restoration Trust has found funding to treat the wilding pines on the open reserve land adjacent.

Sounds Restoration Trust is intending to spray the hakae on the southern end of D’Urville Island using the funding allocated from the Community Conservation Funds in the near future.  However, most of the work on pine control this summer will be in East and Tawa Bays in Endeavour Inlet.

The annual DOC/MDC boneseed eradication programme has been completed for this year.  This year’s operations were undertaken in Tory Channel and Ruakaka Bay.

Staff have spent some time spraying gorse and felling pines on the Sounds Foreshore Reserve at Titirangi.  A work team from DOC Motueka have carried out gorse control on Attempt Hill, D’Urville Island.

Predator Control

The two stage aerial poisoning on Maud Island for mice has now been completed.  During monitoring two live mice were caught in late September, but none caught since.  This monitoring will continue until Christmas.

The Battle for our Birds poison operation covering over 4000 hectares between Tennyson Inlet and Nydia Bay has started.  On 10 October the pre feed was applied at the rate of 1 kilogram per hectare.  For this operation the following was applied for the pre feed and will apply to the toxic application as well:

1. The Nydia Track will be closed until manually checked and cleared by DOC staff.

2. Bait laying set back will be increased to between 70 and 200 metres by straight lining the set back line.

3. Set back around the coast will be 65 metres.

4. DOC will probably have to monitor one water supply, Brownlees, as this is a Ministry of Health requirement.

5. Pelorus Protection Inc will undertake monitoring on matters they think important using money saved from the water monitoring agreed between PPI and DOC.

A weather window looks possible on Friday 7 November and it is hoped that the work will be completed then.

No more possums have been caught on Blumine Island during the monthly monitoring.  An increased level of trapping is being carried out as a result of rats being caught on Pickersgill Island, without any success.

The national trial to check the exclusion of predators at the 400 hectare Bottle Rock site continues.  1080 has been spread by hand and trials are being undertaken using various toxins in bait stations to slow down or prevent the re infestation from the surrounding area.  This management system is seen as a possible alternative to very expensive predator fences.

Forest and Bird predator control to protect the bats at Pelorus Bridge has resulted in a significant increase in rat kills over the last few months compared with previous years.  In the months of July, August, September and October 2013, 113 rats were caught compared with 829 for the same months in 2014.  To help in the battle against rats, bait stations have been installed and preparations made to use toxins.

Endangered Species

Most of the young Rowi Kiwi have been removed from Motuara Island and returned to the West Coast.  On the way through Picton some lucky members of the public got to see the birds close up.  Talks are still underway with the owner of Te Kopi in the outer Pelorus Sounds as to whether his land can be used as a Rowi Kiwi and/or a Takahe sanctuary.

Numerous research projects are either underway or the process to get permits for the work underway.  Iwi support for the work is a pre requisite and so far the following projects have gone through the full process:

1. Blood samples from Robins on Motuara, Allports and Chetwode Islands.  This involved approvals from Te Atiawa and Ngati Kuia.

2. Counting Orange Fronted Parakeeks on Blumine and Maud Islands.  Ngati Kuia and Te Atiawa have been consulted over this work.

3. Penguin research on Long Island has been supported by Te Atiawa.

4. As part of a national survey of marine reserves, Long Island was considered as an example and approval received from the committee which has Te Atiawa representation on it.

In addition, an initial application has been made to undertake research on bats on D’Urville Island to establish the location and numbers of this vulnerable population.  This will involve sanction from Ngati Koata.

Community Involvement

Mistletoe Bay has commenced the building of a new manager’s house.  Unfortunately the army is not able to help on this building project, but on the positive, some volunteers are helping.  Most of the ground work is now complete thanks to the contractor who has the Marlborough Roads contract for the Sounds roads, HEBS.

Several pine eradication projects are underway in various parts of the Sounds by different groups and individuals.  These have been covered separately.

Tui Nature Reserve is running two public trips in the New Year in an effort to gain greater public recognition.

The predator control by Forest and Bird at Pelorus Bridge continues and their recording is the best seen to date.  Animals caught by species and volunteer days are recorded by month.

The support by OMV for the rehabilitation of the Moawhitu wetlands has now been concluded.  No work has yet been undertaken by Ngati Koata to improve the habitat of Tuna (eels).

The Link Pathway is in the process of obtaining a resource consent to create the pathway.  The initial stage will be between Ngakuta Bay and Wedge Point and this will be started as soon as resource consent is received.

The Ngakuta Bay residents have completed the three boardwalks along the waterfront at Ngakuta Bay.  They have now started the track formation and this will become part of the Link Pathway.

A community group is being formed to undertake pest control in Tennyson Inlet.  They have had an initial meeting and are now working on their rules. 

Marine Mammals

Five very successful marine mammal training courses have been organized to date, three in Picton and two in Kaikoura.  55 operators from 16 companies attended and the feedback was very supportive.  It is intended to run the same course for private boat operators as well as run it in following years for new skippers.

Recreation

The various animal control operations have absorbed a lot of recreational staff time over the last few months.  However, some good developments have been achieved in spite of other priorities.

The redevelopment of the Momorangi Campground is behind schedule by a couple of weeks, but when completed the campers will appreciate the new facilities.  The undergrounding of the power lines will improve the vista from the campground seaward.

The airfield at Moawhitu has been mown by DOC staff.  The volunteer that used to do this work, Chris Brown, has sold his plane so is not able to continue to do the magnificent job he did previously.

The track between the camp site in Home Bay and the Ministry of Works Campsite on Blumine Island has had the steep section eased thanks to the contribution from Blacks Fasteners.  This company paid for the cost of the initial track and also for the relocation of yellowheads to this island.

Preparation is underway for the 2014/15 upgrade of the Queen Charlotte Track.  This year it will be between The Pines and the head of Endeavour Inlet.

Initial planning is underway to upgrade the Whatamango Campsite and Karaka Point.

A start has been made on vegetation clearance on the Queen Charlotte Track at the Anakiwa end and above Bay of Many Coves.  Spraying on this track has yet to start.  

Visit of Minister

The Association Minister of Conservation is visiting on 15 November for the official opening of the Whale Centre in Picton.

Environment Awards

Bev Doole advised there are not many applications as yet for the Environment Awards so there is a need for further applications, which close 10 November, but extensions of time are possible.

Marine Protected Areas – Recreational Fishing

Ken Roush advised the community is interested in the discussion paper that is coming up.  Notification is not always received and Ken requested Council to notify the Group when that discussion paper is available.  Alan Johnson would let the Group know if the discussion paper is received by Council.

The Group broke for lunch at 12.45 pm.  Graeme Coates left the meeting following lunch.

Burning of Vegetation

Tim Greenhough spoke on the situation where residents in a community stockpiled vegetation ready for burning.  This is used as a fire fighting exercise as well.  In his community the area used is partially on Council reserve.  A fire permit was sought but, because the vegetation was brought from off the property, the Council rejected the application.  Graeme Barsanti advised Council has a rule that a community fire cannot be held on a Council reserve without resource consent.  Tim advised this is an issue for many communities.  Robin Cox saw the logical area would be the intertidal area.  He also advised that the person who lit the fire is responsible if the fire got away.  Tim advised his community association has insurance.

Next Meeting

The next meeting to be held in the Committee Room at Marlborough District Council on Monday, 16 February 2015.  

The meeting closed at 1.30 pm

Notes of the Sounds Advisory Group Public Meeting, 
held at Mistletoe Bay on Monday 10 November 2014 
commencing at 1.30 pm

Present:	Jim Campbell, Helen Campbell, Max Jelley, Jane Jelley, June Ballagh, Andrew King, Councillor Trevor Hook (Chairperson), Robin Cox, Joe Heberley, Victor Koller, Monyeen Wedge, Ken Roush, Rob Schuckard, Tim Greenhough, Rachel Drake, Eric Jorgensen, Linda Booth, Judy Hellstrom, Ross Withell and Councillor Graeme Barsanti

MDC Staff:	Alan Johnson, Steve Urlich and Kay Leach (Secretary)

Apologies:	Kristen Gerard, David Hayes, Ron Sutherland, Ian Mitchell, Poneke Rene, Councillors David Oddie, Jenny Andrews and Jessica Bagge

Trevor Hook introduced himself as Chairman of the Sounds Advisory Group and spoke on the role of the Group.  Members of the Group introduced themselves.  

Victor Koller then showed attendees the Mistletoe Bay Trust presentation given to the 2013 Trustpower Environment Awards.  The presentation explained the role of the Trust and Mistletoe Bay.  Simon Health is the Chairman of the Trust.  Victor is proud of the achievements of the Trust.  He believes our young people are the guardians of this planet.

Robin Cox noted that Council had remitted resource consent fees and contributed to the wastewater system.  Very early on that was one of the big steps needed to be made.  Robin thanked ratepayers for their contribution.

Robin spoke of the two stage takeover of the Department of Conservation land.  The Trust had control and management of the land for 10 years, however when the Department realised the progress made by the Trust, they suggested the Trust develop a management plan to get control and management in perpetuity.

Trevor Hook then opened the floor to the public in attendance.

Moorings

Andrew King spoke with regard to the Plan review.  He understood it is intended for moorings to have an annual professional inspection and felt this not to be necessary.  Trevor Hook advised some consents have a consent condition requiring an inspection every two years and a report filed to Council.  Trevor noted his own consent required him to inspect the mooring and report to Council.  Andrew objected to a condition that required an inspection by a registered mooring inspector every two years.  Trevor advised this objection had been noted.

Outstanding Landscape

Andrew King felt the threshold trigger is too low.  He felt some outstanding landscapes are not justified and would have an impact on future activities.  Trevor Hook advised that submissions on outstanding landscape would go through the new Plan process.

Andrew advised that between Skiddaw to Hopewell there is a piece of native bush that comes right down to the foreshore.  He would like to see this portion classed as outstanding landscape.  Alan Johnson would take this feedback to the Policy Team.  Trevor advised the threshold had been set by Boffa Miskell.  Trevor also advised that after the maps were sent out to affected parties, quite a few areas changed, with some other areas being included due to landowner consultation.

Robin Cox felt if there was a continuous area of native vegetation from the sea to the ridge that should be outstanding landscape.

Alan Johnson advised that it was appropriate to provide feedback to the planning team on any matters of concern.

Trevor suggested to take a look at the draft Plan when notified as that is the last opportunity to make a submission and be heard.

Surety for Marine Farming

Andrew King would not have invested and developed a marine farm, providing an income for three families, had he known there were no secure property rights.  Since the change from licences to resource consents, there is a feeling of threat of losing the farm at each renewal application.  There is a need to have confidence that, if the farm is managed correctly and sustainably, you can continue.  Trevor Hook spoke, in a Resource Management Act perspective, on the difference in surety of property rights and rights on the water space.  On the water is a leasehold type situation.  To give surety of lease is much more difficult than to give surety of private property ownership.  Andrew felt the community needs to decide if they want a healthy marine farming economic activity, which requires investment and commitment. 

Policy for Replanting of Commercial Forests

Jim Campbell questioned what the policy was in replanting commercial forests.

Trevor Hook advised that under an existing consent there is a right of replanting once.  We are getting into the second generation now of the cycle.  Under the consent there will be certain criteria to abide by, i.e. setback to riparian margins.  Under the proposed Plan it is being considered not to prohibit new forestry in the Sounds, but raising the bar.  Alan Johnson indicated one consideration at present is setbacks from foreshore reserve. 

Another issue is how to get the trees out, barge sites or roading (trucks on the road).  Trevor advised these issues would be considered with the new Plan.

Joe Heberley queried what rules are in place regarding a forestry block which was due to be harvested and had been flattened by wind.  Are they required to clean up the site, it is an eyesore and the trees could end up floating in the Sounds.  There is also a fire risk.  Alan Johnson noted they would have the standard consent conditions.  Robin Cox thought there is resource consent approval to harvest in this instance.

Graeme Barsanti advised there had been discussion regarding combination of harvesting sites to allow barging rather than trucking out, which they have a right to.  Council does not have the right to stop the trucking of logs if the resource consent indicates this.  Trevor advised it may be a requirement in the new Plan for logs to be barged out.

Group Mooring Applications

Trevor Hook advised of the morning meeting discussion on group applications for moorings.  There was consensus that this is the most cost effective way to proceed.  It is good for the community to work together.  

Victor Koller spoke on the process his bay had followed.  One person deals with all applications at once.  An information sheet was sent to all residents in the bay, with a deadline to fill in the mooring renewal application form.  Alan Johnson advised to go through due diligence to make sure all the right information for each consent (type of mooring and vessel size).  It is particularly important to get the swing circle right.  Linda Booth advised it is important to get confirmation from swing circle neighbours and a letter from the neighbour providing permission.  If everyone in the bay is not included it could cause problems in processing.  Linda advised the map on the Council website shows moorings and swing circles.  

Pests

Monyeen Wedge spoke of a conflict of interest regarding the use of 1080 or to ban 1080 within a community dealing with pest control.

Water Ski Lanes

Monyeen Wedge spoke on the concern of the excessive use of water/jet skis in her bay.  It would be better to have a nominated area, but some do not want water/jet skis at all.  Water/jet skis appear to be becoming a contentious issue.  Alan Johnson would take this issue to the Harbour Master and, if there is an issue, ring the Harbour Master’s office.  Compliance patrols during the summer are scheduled.

Helicopters

Monyeen Wedge advised of a perception that helicopters destroy the tranquillity of an area.  Judy Hellstrom felt the sound of a helicopter was usually someone in trouble and they are going to help them.

Water Supply

Victor Koller spoke of a situation where an initial tank was utilised to filter the water prior to entry to the main tank.  As a consequence they exceeded their water take which was contrary to consent conditions.  It was requested, for common sense, if a new system like this is installed there should be allowance for the cleaning system to take extra water.  Graeme Barsanti advised to notify Council and this could be achieved.

Victor also advised the community disagrees that the metering must be undertaken prior to the first tank.  It makes sense to clean the water first before metering it.  Alan Johnson advised it is a Central Government requirement for metering to be undertaken at point source.  Trevor Hook advised this is an example where a community or a resident could bring an issue to the notice of a Councillor.  Graeme suggested contact be made early to enable enquiries and reduce misinformation.

Judy Hellstrom queried at what point does Council monitor a community water take or conditions.  Alan Johnson advised there are numerous community water takes and it depends on the conditions of consent, often selfmonitored.  In the future most consents would be telemetered.  Fresh water is a precious resource.

Torea Wharf Lifebuoy

Linda Booth queried who was responsible for the wharf at Torea.  The lifebuoy is not in good condition.  Graeme Barsanti advised the lifebuoy had been provided by the Harbour Master through Marlborough Roads.  Graeme would arrange for a new one to be supplied.

Discharges from Vessels

Joe Heberley referred to a previous meeting where there had been discussion regarding boats moored in Picton Harbour which are permanently inhabited and may be discharging effluent to sea.  He queried if there were any checks to see if they have holding tanks and discharging appropriately.  Alan Johnson advised that vessel discharges are not monitored directly and Council tends to only monitor by complaint.  Trevor Hook noted Picton Harbour is monitored for water quality every week from 1 November to 31 March.  

Proposed Ohingaroa Toilet

Jim Campbell requested an update regarding the proposed new toilet at Ohingaroa.  Graeme Barsanti advised mediation had been undertaken and an agreement had been made.  It is awaiting sign off between the two parties.  Signs will be required dealing with freedom camping.  There is no one in the bay prepared to clean the toilet so a cleaner has been sourced from Havelock.

Log in Moetapu Bay

Victor Koller advised this issue was raised two years ago.  Recently there was a close call with a dinghy carrying children.  Johnson Barges had attempted to remove the log, without success.  Recently there was consideration of an attempt by another party.  Victor suggested they check with their insurance company who said no.  It is a hazard.  Graeme Barsanti advised the Harbour Master spoke of cost issues.  Graeme would take this issue back to the Harbour Master.

Portage Scheme

It was questioned when would Portage stop putting effluent into the bay?  Trevor Hook advised a consent had gone through for a community scheme.  As soon as the community scheme is operational then Portage turn their system on to land.  If Council had issued an abatement notice Portage would have cut off the community and their effluent would have gone to sea.  At least at present effluent is going through a primary system, in the interim.

Concern was expressed that there is not a no swim notice at Cowshed Bay, which is close to the Portage outfall.  Alan Johnson would look into this.

Alan Johnson advised all other community systems are compliant (resorts and accommodation).  This is a major achievement for Council.

Robin Cox was concerned that Furneaux would be discharging to land as he has not seen code compliance.  There should be no discharge to Department of Conservation land until the installation has code compliance.  Alan Johnson would look into this.

Monyeen Wedge received a letter from Gina Ferguson advising she would present to the Sounds Advisory Group on the Sounds wastewater monitoring programme and provide an update of compliance on the wastewater systems.  Alan Johnson advised Gina would attend the next meeting.

Trevor advised a report is provided to the Environment Committee each year on commercial wastewater systems in the Sounds.  Only three had not complied in the last report.

Salmon Farm Best Practice Guidelines

Steve Urlich advised a point had been reached to go out for public comment on the seabed standards.  Rob Schuckard has been part of the working group.  Eric Jorgensen has been part of the Best Practice Farming and Operations Group.

Rob commended Steve Urlich on how pleasant it had been to work with Steve on this.

Rob advised that in November 2013 the Sounds Advisory Group was invited to participate in the salmon guidelines working group.  In December 2013 a meeting was held with Councillors, New Zealand King Salmon, science providers, the Ministry for Primary Industries and Professor Kenneth Black from Scottish Association for Marine Science (science reviewer of salmon monitoring reports contracted by Council).  The formed working group, with representation from Council, New Zealand King Salmon, Cawthron Institute, NIWA Ministry for Primary Industries and the Sounds Advisory Group had its first meeting in February 2014 and the last meeting in October 2014.

Initially, there was some confusion on what the guidelines were about.  The Best Practice Guidelines is not a future allocation tool for spatial distribution for farms, instead it is trying to be more precise and accurate in establishing whether existing farms are compliant or not as per latest science and framework of conditions directed by the Board of Inquiry during the New Zealand King Salmon application.  

The guidelines are more stringent and better for the environmental performance of salmon farms certainly when compared with the old existing consent conditions.  It would now be up to industry if they want to use the guidelines as the guiding principle to modify their consents to improve the sustainable management compared to the old consent conditions.  Both cannot be claimed to be sustainable.

Eric advised he is on the team looking at how the farms are operated.  A whole of life cycle approach was taken when developing the guidelines, from first wanting to set up a farm, what operational best management practice might be, through to decommissioning of farms.  Next meeting is to be held on 20 November to discuss final feedback on the final draft of the operational guidelines.  New Zealand King Salmon has put in a lot of work, particularly on the operational guidelines.  Bruno Brosnan of Council had also put in a lot of work as well.

Eric is somewhat uneasy with two areas of the operational guidelines.  One is how hot to run a farm, i.e. how close to maximum capacity it is run through the life cycle of the fish.  When farms are run at or near capacity, when issues arise there are fewer management responses available.  Also how the guidelines recognise and cater for the importance of the amenity values that the Sounds offer from a recreational/residential perspective.  He is keen to see how these will be reflected in the final draft.

Eric advised it has been a really good process.  Maybe this is a way forward for other contentious issues in terms of planning for the Sounds.  He believes that in the future guidelines should be produced for all finfish farming in the Sounds, whereas today it is just New Zealand King Salmon farms.

Appreciation to Mistletoe Bay Trust

The Group wished to thank Chris for her support during their visit and to the Trust for allowing them to hold the meeting at Mistletoe Bay.

The meeting closed at 2.55 pm
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