
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
REGIONAL PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
THURSDAY, 8 OCTOBER 2015 commencing at 9.00 am 

Present 
Councillors T E Hook (Chairperson), Mayor Sowman, D D Oddie, T M Sloan, J C Leggett and 
G I T Evans. 

Also Present 
Councillors B G Dawson, L M Shenfield and J A Arbuckle. 

In Attendance 
N Henry (Manager, Strategic Planning and Economic Development) and N Chauval (Committee 
Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clrs Evans/Oddie: 
That the apology for absence from Clr P J S Jerram be received and sustained and the 
apologies for non-attendance from Clrs J L Andrews, G S Barsanti and C J Brooks be noted. 

Carried 

D.15/16.132  Destination Marlborough Trust Inc – Trustee 
Fees  E100-004-01 

Clr Hook advised members that Nigel Gould, Chairman Destination Marlborough Trust was unable to 
attend today’s meeting, as a result the Trustee Fees item will be deferred to the next Committee 
meeting. 

ATTENDANCE: Linda Craighead, Consultant Planner, was present for the following item. 

D.15/16.133 Appointment of Hearings Panel 
  R425-02-00, M090-02-00 
The purpose of the report is to request that a Hearings Panel be established to hear submissions and 
make decisions on the combined Regional Policy Statement/Resource Management Plan.  

Members were aware that a combined Regional Policy Statement/Resource Management Plan is 
being prepared with many of the draft provisions having been considered. The notification of the 
combined Regional Policy Statement/Resource Management Plan is planned for December this year. 

It was noted that Section 39B of the RMA requires that all persons hearing a proposed policy 
statement or plan need to be accredited. Accreditation is gained through successful completion of the 
Making Good Decisions Course. Currently Councillors T E Hook, P J S Jerram, J C Leggett, 
D D Oddie, L M Shenfield, J A Arbuckle, C J Brooks and G S Barsanti are accredited. 

It was noted that the commitment to hear the submissions and make decisions on the notified 
Regional Policy Statement/Resource Management Plan is likely to be significant and the duration of 
the hearings process will be dependent on the number of submissions received. Hearings are likely to 
be scheduled for June-July 2016.  



Members were advised that it is important to have an additional accredited decision maker with 
appropriate experience in Matauranga Maori to ensure representation on the panel. It was reported 
that no decision has been made on a possible candidate but there are a number of very experienced 
people available. 

Clrs Sloan/Evans:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That the Hearings Panel for the notified Regional Policy Statement/Resource 
Management Plan consist of Councillors T E Hook, P J S Jerram, J C Leggett, D D Oddie, 
L M Shenfield and J A Arbuckle. 

3. That Councillor Hook be appointed the Chair of the Hearings Panel. 

4. That an additional accredited decision maker with appropriate experience in Matauranga 
Maori be appointed to the Hearings Panel. 

5. The Hearings Panel be delegated the power to hear submissions to and make decisions 
on the Regional Policy Statement/Resource Management Plan. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Alec McNeil, Solid Waste Manager, was present for the following item. 

D.15/16.134 Rural Dumps – Non Regulatory Intervention 
  W300-006-016-01 
The Committee noted that the purpose of the report was to discuss the concept of providing a waste 
and recycling education programme which reduces the rural community’s reliance on farm dumps. 

It was reported that discussions on the Policy Framework around farm dumps had occurred at two 
recent RPD workshops. Subsequent information gathered indicated that the rural community may not 
be fully aware of the range of waste management and minimisation services available across 
Marlborough. 

The types of waste and recycling materials being generated were discussed and members were 
advised that a recent study by Environment Canterbury on farm wastes indicated that up to 10 tonnes 
of waste materials could be generated per site per year including up to 0.6 tonnes of domestic 
materials.  

Members were advised that Alec McNeil has spoken with Environment Canterbury and it is likely 
Council will piggy back on what they have done already. It was noted that although it is a different 
profile it does have the same methodology. 

Members were advised that the current transfer station and recycling network has been mapped using 
10, 20 and 30 minute travel times to give an indication of the current coverage area. An enlarged map 
showing travel times was circulated to members.  

It was noted that the operating cost per tonne varies per transfer station and is dependent on the 
amount of material and the travel distance from the landfill or resource centre. Costs in the region of 
$600 per tonne could apply to any new facility set up in remote, rural areas. 

Members were advised that to benchmark the impact of the education programme Council can work 
with various service providers such as Agrecovery (3R Group) and Plasback to see how the annual 
tonnage taken out of the region is affected. It was noted that any impact on incoming waste and 
recycling streams at the transfer stations through existing contract reporting can be monitored, this 
would be over a 12 month period. Members were advised that the Rural Advisory Group would be 
able to assist in engaging with the rural community. The next meeting is scheduled for 
19 October 2015.  
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Members were advised that the total cost estimate for this programme is in the region of $3,300 which 
can be covered from the 2015/16 illegal dumping budget which is mainly made up of revenue from 
fines. Any ongoing costs and which budget would cover them would be subject to further discussion. It 
was also noted that it is not a large budget and there has been a carry-over from last year. 

Clrs:  Evans/Leggett 
That the programme be accepted and that the cost estimate of $3,300 be covered from the 
2015/16 Illegal Dumping budget. 

Carried 

D.15/16.135 Smart and Connected Project Update 
  E100-010-01, E100-010-03, E100-010-07 
The report provided the Committee with an update on the progress with internal and external 
implementation of Smart and Connected. 

The Manager, Strategic Planning and Economic Development updated members on the Wood Sector 
group which had recently met on 14 September. The group will be focusing on innovative processes to 
raise the value of wood products and to publish good news story to improve the forestry image. It was 
noted that the next meeting of the group is early November. 

Members were advised that a new leadership group is being formed to recast the Grow Marlborough 
forum. Invitations have gone out to a number of Smart & Connected and industry groups to gauge 
interest and participation.  

It was noted that the CBD group has been focused on assisting with preparation of the voting register 
with over 600 eligible voters for the BID identified, it was also noted that on-line voting will be available 
which is a first. Members were advised that it will be a sizeable task to promote the BID within a 
relatively short time frame.  

The sub-group has continued to work with Council on plans for the CBD redevelopment, with 
particular progress on key public spaces such as Bythell Place and the Forum. Members were advised 
that the levy from the BID if agreed would be passed to a BID Association controlled by those that 
have paid the levy for projects of their choosing. Any BID levy would not fund CBD upgrades. 

Cathie Bell advised members that the Renwick Smart & Connnected group had held a public meeting 
with Renwick residents to discuss water management in preparation for summer. It was reported that 
a number of Council staff attended and discussed a range of topics from aquifers to water efficient 
gardening and the new water structure in Renwick. It was noted that there are moves to revitalise the 
Renwick Residents Association. 

Members were updated on the Havelock community. It was noted at the recent AGM of the Havelock 
Community Association (HCA) that they have five active working groups enabling a broader 
involvement within the community and allowing the work to be distributed more evenly. The HCA 
noted the significant contribution of Smart and Connected to their successful past year. 

Members were advised that the Picton Community Group’s funding application for a community 
development resource, similar to the post in Havelock, was unsuccessful. It was noted that Council will 
work with the group to provide some level of project support. 

Mr Henry advised members that as the first of the Smart & Connected Groups are well established 
there is further opportunity to look at other areas. It was noted that Seddon and iwi are the next 
obvious choices and possibly wine, however, as there a number of groups already established in the 
wine area it is essential that it adds value. Also considered are agriculture and creative start-up 
businesses in the area and specialist manufacturing for the likes of Safe Air and Cuddons. 

Clrs:  Evans/Oddie 
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Cathie Bell, Economic Development Officer was present for the following item. 

D.15/16.136 Business Delegation to Ningxia, China  
  E100-005-005-04 
Council’s Economic Development Officer, Cathie Bell presented a report to the Committee that 
discussed the recent business delegation visit to Ningxia, China. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15197223). 

Ms Bell advised members on the recent business delegation that visited Ningxia. It was noted that the 
visit was timed to coincide with the Ningxia Wine Expo.  

Members were advised that Ningxia is looking for opportunities to engage with the rest of the world 
and are particularly interested in further developing relationships with Marlborough such as developing 
a city sister relationship. Ms Bell noted that Ningxia is a good place to develop a Chinese sister-city 
relationship with and that there is good engagement from businesses in Marlborough.  

It was noted that Ningxia is China’s premium wine-growing region with 34,000 ha planted in grapes. It 
is only about 10 years’ old but already it has more land planted in vines than Marlborough. Members 
were advised that Ningxia focuses mainly on red wine blends with a small amount of chardonnay and 
Italian Riesling. It was noted that as Sauvignon Blanc vines do not grow there, there is no direct 
competition with Marlborough. It was reported that following discussions with the Ningxia Wine Bureau 
it is clear that any further dealings will need to be handled at a political level. This would require an 
ongoing engagement by Council to develop the relationship further and to achieve the opportunities 
available in the region.  

A delegation from Ningxia is planning to visit New Zealand in November, to look at bottling. It is 
unclear whether it will make it to Marlborough, but if it does, it was suggested that hospitality should be 
offered. 

Ms Bell noted that the trip was seen as worthwhile by all those involved and they had gained useful 
intelligence on the Ningxia and wider Chinese wine industry. One company on the delegation made a 
sale, however other companies felt it would be some years before their expertise would be called on. 
Other companies have expressed an interest in Ningxia, suggesting a further visit next year. 

Clrs:  Leggett/Sloan 
1. That the report be noted. 

2. That Council continue to engage with Ningxia, through the Ningxia Wine Bureau. 

Carried 

D.15/16.137 Economic Development Project Update 
E100-009-01, E100-005-002-01, E100-010-02-02 

The report to the Committee provided an update on the progress with economic development projects. 
A powerpoint presentation was shown from Infometrics detailing recent economic indicators for Marlborough 
global economic trends (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 15199289). Mr Henry will circulate the 
presentation to members. 

Members were aware that Council undertakes a number of actions targeted at assisting business 
growth and development under the ‘Smart Business Marlborough’ banner. These are focused around 
providing access to information, advice, resources and other specific guidance. Council has been 
active in supporting a number of economic development projects in the district and these were 
discussed.  

Members were advised that Infometrics has recently updated its economic information tool to include 
an events calculator. This calculator enables Council to assess the potential economic impact of 
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events. It was noted that a presentation by Infometrics Senior Economist, Benje Patterson, was made 
to staff on the global and local economy that gave a positive message about the current position and 
outlook for Marlborough’s economy.  

Members were advised that Council has agreed to participate in a Marlborough wine labour study 
being undertaken in the next few weeks. This study will identify future labour requirements and 
accommodation issues arising from expected vineyard plantings in the near future. It was noted that 
this project was not anticipated in the recent economic development budget which may result in a 
budget overspend. 

Clrs:  Leggett/Sloan 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Susie Witehira, Regional Events Strategy Co-ordinator, was present for the following 
item. 

D.15/16.138 Marlborough Regional Events Strategy 
Update E100-002-001-01 

The report to the Committee provided an update on progress with the Marlborough Regional Events 
Strategy. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 
15200146). 

Members were advised that the headline acts for the Marlborough Wine and Food Festival have been 
announced and early bird tickets have been released. The first marketing of bands for the 
Marlborough Wine and Food Festival took place on 18 September. It was noted that further music acts 
and celebrity chefs will be promoted in the coming months. 

Members were advised that the New Zealand Scouts held a public meeting in Renwick on 
25 September where the contract was signed by the Mayor. 10 businesses from Renwick were 
present and took advantage of the opportunity to ask questions of NZ Scouts. It was noted that there 
will be further public meetings in 2016. 

Members were advised that the feedback received following the recent Black Sticks Women vs 
Argentina matches has been extremely positive with around 2500 people attending over the two day 
event. It was reported that the Black Sticks were really engaging and had provided kids training 
sessions which were well received. 

Members were advised that Marlborough Hockey had ticked all the boxes and it is looking positive for 
bringing the teams back next year. It was reported that there are a number of legacy items that have 
been achieved solely because of this match these include a scoreboard, bench seating, painted 
clubrooms and Wifi in the dugouts. 

Ms Witehira noted that Marlborough is to host a New Zealand Association of Event Professionals 
(NZAEP) seminar on 1 December. The seminar will serve the top of the South Island and will engage 
event managers from Nelson, Marlborough, Kaikoura and the West Coast.  

Members were advised that applications for the Commercial Events Fund have closed and that the 
Funding Committee will review all applications and decisions are likely to be released by 30 October. 

Clrs:  Leggett/The Mayor 
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Gerald Hope, Chief Executive of Marlborough Research Centre was present for the 
following item. 

D.15/16.139 Marlborough Food and Beverage Innovation 
Cluster – 2014/15 Annual Report  
 E100-009-01 

The report presented to the Committee provided an update on the Marlborough Food and Beverage 
Innovation Cluster over the year 2014/15.  

Before commencing his update Mr Hope introduced Mandy Mitchell who has recently been appointed 
to the role of Executive Administrator at MRC and Dr James Li, Marketing Development Manager for 
the Premium Foods for China project.  

Members were advised that MRC have reviewed their focus to concentrate on connection, 
collaboration and facilitation services of the cluster and have reduced project initiatives. This refocus 
was to enable the Trust to work within its budget to ensure the constrained resources available to 
MRC were applied to the clusters core roles.  

Mr Hope discussed the range of initiatives which has resulted in new associations and relationships 
being developed. Of particular note was the purchase of Dryfoods Limited (a mussel powder and oil 
processing company) by two brothers who reside in USA with strong market linkages in nutraceutical 
and agriculture markets. It was noted that Dryfood’s have been assisted by MRC for the past 
18 months in the sale process. This has resulted in a range of connections in relation to green shell 
mussel and the associated anti-inflammatory properties.   

Members were advised of the relationship with Lintbell’s which is a UK high end pet food company. 
This connection and engagement has seen them link into the cluster and member companies with a 
view of establishing a significant research programme in relation to green shell mussel and the use of 
other horticultural inputs into high value pet food production.   

It was noted that resourcing of the cluster is problematic as to reach a self-sustaining level the cluster 
needs to achieve further growth in membership and programmes. Mr Hope reported that as a result of 
the Council annual decision making process MRC have had to use reserve funds to maintain delivery 
of existing services and the same level of involvement by Massey University. It was noted that any 
reduced level of support provided by Massey University would not achieve the level of output 
necessary to grow the cluster. 

Members were advised that the current focus is to seek to formalise its linkages into the national 
network with a view to securing national funding.  This strategy is being pursued presently but will take 
some time to evolve.  Council support for MRC and the food and beverage cluster will assist in this 
process. Members requested that MRC provide an indication of required funding to maintain the 
Cluster over a 3-5 year period in advance of the 2016-17 Annual Plan process. 

The cluster expenditure budget for 2015/16 financial year totals $471,500 and a deficit of $80,000 is 
projected.  This projected deficit is prior to any allowance for the engagement in the Regional 
Research Institute programme. 

Clrs Leggett/Evans:     
That the MRC Food and Beverage Cluster 2014/15 annual report is received. 

Carried 

D.15/16.140 Decision to Conduct Business with the 
Public Excluded - 

Clrs Oddie/Evans:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, 
namely: 
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− Marlborough  Food and Beverage Innovation Cluster – 2014/15 Annual Report 

− Business Trust Marlborough 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 
48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of 
this resolution are as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under section 48(1) 
for the passing of this 
resolution 

Marlborough  Food and 
Beverage Innovation 
Cluster – 2014/15 Annual 
Report 

To protect information 
where the making available 
of the information would 
be likely unreasonably to 
prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who 
supplied or who is the 
subject of the information, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(b)(ii). 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would be likely 
to result in the disclosure of 
information for which good 
reason for withholding exists 
under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 
1987. 

Business Trust 
Marlborough 

In order to protect the 
privacy of natural persons, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(a). 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings 
of the meeting would be likely 
to result in the disclosure of 
information for which good 
reason for withholding exists 
under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 
1987. 

 
Carried 

The meeting closed at 11.25 am. 

 

Record No. 15201966 
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