
 

Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim 
on TUESDAY, 16 February 2016 commencing at 1.30 pm 

Present 
Councillors T M Sloan (Chairperson), B G Dawson, Mr R Hunter (Iwi representative), Mayor A T Sowman, 
J C Leggett, T E Hook and G I T Evans 

Also Present 
Councillors L M Shenfield, G S Barsanti, C J Brooks, P J S Jerram, and J A Arbuckle 

In Attendance 
Mr R Coningham, Manager – Assets and Services Department; Mr M Wheeler, Chief Executive; Jamie Lyall 
– Manager, Property and Community Facilities, and N Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

The Chairman, Terry Sloan welcomed Richard Coningham to the meeting and noted that this was his first 
week in his new role as Manager Assets & Services. Mr Coninghan spoke briefly to members before 
returning to the public gallery. 

Apologies 
Clrs Sloan/Evans 
That the apology for absence from Clr J L Andrews and for lateness from Clr J P Bagge, be received 
and sustained and the apology for non attendance from Clr D D Oddie be noted. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Luke van Velthooven (Chairman), Mathew Kerr (Treasurer) of the Marlborough Stadium 
Trust, were present for the following item. 

P.15/16.243 Marlborough Stadium Trust – Annual Report  
 R300-001-04 

The Chairman of the Marlborough Stadium Trust, Luke van Velthooven, spoke to the Trust’s report, along 
with Mathew Kerr, Treasurer who presented the audited accounts for the year ended 2015. The 
“Marlborough Stadium Trust Annual Report – 1 July 2014 - 30 June 2015” was included with the agenda for 
members’ information.   

Mr van Velthooven advised members that the seismic upgrade of the building has continued to be a key 
focus for the Trust and work on the main structure of the stadium will commence in December. There will be 
other ongoing work during 2016 but it is anticipated that the upgrade of the structure will be completed this 
year. 

It was reported that the Trust will continue to focus on the development of sport within Marlborough by way 
of providing the sports floor free of charge to structured sport, scholarships to athletes, plus the continued 
development of the fundamental skills programme at primary school level.  

Members were advised that the Trust will be working with the Colleges to deliver water polo, swimming, 
basketball and volleyball. It was noted that through this partnership delivery within these secondary schools 
will be consistent, improved in quality and ultimately provide greater levels of participation and higher levels 
of achievement for secondary students. 

Mr van velthooven noted that at a governance level the Trust has moved to focus on Health and Safety as a 
core reporting element in the Trust’s monthly meetings, and this has changed the Trustee’s awareness of 
daily matters around health and safety.  
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Mr van Velthooven acknowledged the significant amount of work undertaken by the Trustees which is 
completed without any monetary compensation. He also thanked Paul Tredinnick and his staff for their 
outstanding loyalty and skills which significantly enhance the success of the Stadium. 

Matt Kerr reported to members on the financial statement for the Trust, noting in-particular the intention of 
preparing a business case for purchasing a chlorine making machine. Currently the Trust hires a machine 
but by owning their own this would create some significant savings as this is an area of high cost.  

It was noted that there was a net operating surplus for the year of $188,608. This was generated from a total 
turnover of $3.1m, up from $2.99m last year. It was noted that energy costs increased by 6.2% reflecting 
both increases in power costs and additional activity. Members were advised that monitoring of energy 
consumption is an ongoing project with the objective of identifying and implementing changes to enhance 
energy efficiency where possible. 

It was noted that the financial report had not been included in the agenda for members’ information. 
Following the meeting a copy of the report was circulated to members. 

Clrs Sloan/Hook 
That the Marlborough Stadium Trust’s Annual Report and financial accounts for the year ended 
30 June 2015 be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: David Craig, Finance & Information Supervisor was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.244 Financial Report for Period Ended 
31 December 2015 F275-001-02 

The Finance and Information Supervisor, David Craig, presented the financial report for the Assets & 
Services Department for the six month period ended 31 December 2015. Mr Craig noted that where 
possible, accrual entries have been completed to account for December revenues and expenditures in that 
month.  

For the reporting period, Departmental revenues are unfavourable to budget by $79,517, including roading 
subsidies ($362,352), development contributions ($186,321), Reserve Fund contributions ($144,697), 
Development Impact Levies (Blenheim northwest zone) ($80,000), subdivisional works contributions 
($58,508), metered water sales $68,328, disbursement recoveries (for private landowner river protection 
works) $72,324, insurance refunds and claims $96,402, capital contributions (SVIS, St Andrews sewer and 
Rural Community Recycling) $222,011, dump fees $287,733. 

Operating expenditures are favourable to budget by $1,159,561, due to contracts $285,630, interest 
payments $242,657, minor safety improvements $234,473, treatment costs $164,249, projects (Netball 
relocation to Lansdowne Park) $137,409, rivers flood damage $125,000, reticulation maintenance $177,309, 
emergency reinstatement $117,055, depreciation $116,446, sealed pavement maintenance $111,372, 
landfill ETS obligation $102,712, cycle path maintenance $85,903, consultancy $67,430, traffic services 
maintenance $53,416, structure maintenance $52,701, personnel costs $45,239, pump stations ($75,421), 
routine drainage maintenance ($117,517), repairs & maintenance ($119,819), environmental maintenance 
($133,156), internal recoveries & recharges ($585,975). 

The resulting year to date operating surplus of $903,098 is favourable to budget by $1,080,044. 

The total budgeted capital expenditure for 2015/16, including carryovers and Council approved adjustments, 
is $58.9M with actual year to date expenditure of $8.19M (14%). Capital expenditure is mainly concentrated 
in the core activities of Sewer $16.9M (ytd actual $1.18M), Roading $13.6M ($3.69M), Water $12.2M 
($1.51M), Community Facilities $5.5M ($0.81M), Flood Protection $2.3M ($0.24M) and Waste Management 
$5.9M ($0.35M). 

The total forecast capital expenditure of $35.1M is $23.8M below budget. 

The Operational Activity for the month of December was summarised in Mr Craig’s report. 

Clrs  Leggett/Evans 
That the financial report for the period ended 31 December 2015 be received. 
Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Stuart Donaldson, Planning & Development Engineer was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.245 Renwick Water – Proposed New Source  
 W460-001-017-01 

The report to the Committee sought approval to permanently install 475 metres of pipeline so that 
comprehensive testing of existing wells in Conders Bend Road can be carried out.  It was noted that the 
pipeline would become part of the pipeline to connect the Conders Bend Road wells to Renwick. 

Members were advised that in 2008 three new wells were drilled on Conders Bend Road and although the 
initial test pumping was positive, nothing further has been done to utilise these wells. It was reported that to 
ascertain whether the new source is suitable and will not adversely affect existing groundwater users, the 
Conders Bend Road wells need to be subjected to comprehensive testing. The testing is necessary to prove 
the yields from the well are going to meet current and future demand.  

Members were advised that consideration was given to laying most of the pipe overland in a temporary 
arrangement but it is considered preferable to bury the pipe to be used for test pumping so it can form part of 
the permanent pipeline to connect the wells to the existing Renwick water treatment plant. A map identifying 
where the proposed pipeline would go was circulated to members. It was noted that burying the pipeline is 
more expensive than temporary arrangements but would result in significant savings if the test pumping is 
successful. Mr Donaldson noted that he is reasonably confident that the wells will be successful.  

It was reported that the permanent installation of the pipeline to test the wells is estimated to cost $270,000. 
Members were advised that there is sufficient budget in 2015/16 and 2016/17 combined for the permanent 
installation of the pipeline for testing and the test pumping.  

Members were advised that testing would commence in the winter of 2016 as this is the time when there is 
little irrigation being undertaken. It was reported that the system would not be operational until approximately 
2020. There was general discussion on whether the timing could be brought forward. It was noted that the 
Renwick community has been well informed and they are aware that it will take this amount of time. In the 
meantime they are receiving information/education on how to use water wisely to survive the dry summers. It 
was noted that there is good communication between Mr Donaldson, his team and the Renwick community. 

Clrs  Hook/Evans 
That the pipeline for testing the Conders Bend Road wells be installed permanently so it can be 
extended in the future to connect to Renwick. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Rosie Bartlett, Reserves & Amenities Manager was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.246 Wither Hill Café R510-009-W03-05 
The report to the Committee sought approval to request expressions of interest for the development of a café 
adjoining the Wither Hills carpark off Rifle Range Place. 

Members were advised that Council has previously tested the market for a café at Wither Hills which at the 
time did not result in any interest, however, Ms Bartlett reported that three parties have since approached 
staff regarding the possibility of a café being developed on Council land at the Wither Hills. 

It was noted that the proposed site for development is beside the Wither Hills carpark off Rifle Range Place. 
The land is held in fee simple with Council having authority to enter into a commercial lease of this site.  

Members were advised of the process for seeking expressions of interest and that there would be a short list 
presented to Council for approval. It was noted that any café development would be undertaken by a private 
party at their expense with Council’s involvement being as lessor. 

Clrs Hooks/Evans:   
1. That Council approve the calling of Expressions of Interest for the development of a café 

adjoining the Wither Hills carpark off Rifle Range Place. 

2. That the Expressions of Interest received be shortlisted and presented to Council for approval 
to develop more comprehensive plans for final approval by Council. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Mark Witehira, Reserves Planner, Geoff Canham, Principal Parks and Recreation Specialist, 
for Geoff Canham Consulting were present for the following two items. 

P.15/16.247 Sportsville Policy R510-014-012-01 
The report to the Committee discussed the request to adopt the Sportsville Strategy. The Policy and Draft 
Procedures were included with the agenda for members’ information.   

Members were advised that the aim of the Sportsville Policy is to provide processes which enable clubs to 
submit proposals for Council approval that have been subject to business and strategic planning principles.  

Members were advised that Sportsville is about sports clubs and associations working together to effectively 
meet their current and future needs and those of the sporting communities they serve. This is done by 
focusing on their core business and maximising their human and capital resources (e.g; encouraging 
effective use of volunteers, reducing facility overheads and investment in non-essential capital).   

Members were advised that the Sportsville approach supports clubs and community groups both rural and 
urban by combining resources, working together to share costs and services, and develop new ideas. In 
practice, the best results are being achieved when the focus is on collaboration rather than amalgamation.  

Clrs Sloan/Leggett: 
That Council adopt the Sportsville Policy to ensure Council is positioned to contribute a leadership 
and supporting role in the strategic direction and operation of sport in Marlborough. 

Carried 

P.15/16.248 Marlborough Netball Business Plan and 
Relocation of Netball R510-014-005-05 

The report to the Committee gave an introduction to Marlborough Netball’s Business Case for relocation of 
Marlborough Netball from Horton Park to Lansdowne Park and to confirm that Lansdowne Park will be the 
future home of Marlborough Netball. The letter advising that Marlborough Netball has voted to relocate to 
Lansdowne Park was circulated to members prior to the meeting. The report, “Marlborough Netball Business 
Plan and Relocation of Netball” was included with the agenda for members’ information.   

Members were advised that now the decision has been made for Marlborough Netball to relocate it will mean 
that the allocated funding in the LTP for the 2021/22 year needs to be brought forward to allow the 
development of Lansdowne Park into a “Sportsville/Hub and an upgrade of facilities is required to cater for 
both new and existing users. It was noted that the benefits gained from shared use will be of a long term 
benefit and will prevent duplication of services and resources. The development of Lansdowne Park into a 
“Sportsville/Hub” will also greatly reduce the contingent liability to Council of multiple clubs at cross-roads in 
terms of survival. 

It was noted that as netball will be relocating to Lansdowne Park there is now no requirement for further 
investment in the assets at Horton Park. However, in the interim there does need to be money spent on 
upgrading the lighting and some patching work at Horton Park. Members were advised that the new lighting 
installed can be transferred to Lansdowne Park. 

In response to a question with regards to the feeling within netball at the moment Beth Tester, Chair of 
Marlborough Netball, responded that 86% of the clubs and schools were in favour of the move and the 
feeling within the netball community as a whole is very positive. Ms Tester also noted that netball will not be 
moving away from Havelock or Picton. 

Clrs Leggett/Mayor:   
1. That Council receives Marlborough Netball’s “Business Case - Marlborough District Council – 

Marlborough Netball Relocation to Lansdowne Park” Document. 

2. That Council receives report which confirms that Marlborough Netball have formally advised 
Council that they will focus their future development at Lansdowne Park for the long term. 

3. That Council continues to work with Marlborough Netball and the Sports Hub Reference group 
to relocate Netball facilities from Horton Park to Lansdowne Park.  

4. That staff work with Marlborough Cricket to ensure the operation of cricket remains 
sustainable at Horton Park. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Clr Bagge arrived 2.45 pm. 

P.15/16.249 Information Package - 
Clrs Sloan/Barsanti:   
That the Assets and Services Information Package dated 16 February 2016 be received and noted. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 2.45 pm. 

Record No. 1627255 
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