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Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim 
on TUESDAY, 26 July 2016 commencing at 1.30 pm 

Present 
Clrs T M Sloan (Chairperson), J L Andrews, B G Dawson, G I T Evans, T E Hook and J C Leggett. 

Also Present 
Clrs J A Arbuckle, G S Barsanti and L M Shenfield. 

In Attendance 
Mr R P Coningham (Manager, Assets and Services), Mr A J Lyall (Manager, Property and Community 
Facilities) and Ms N Chauval (Committee Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clrs Sloan/Andrews; 
That the apologies for absence from Mayor A T Sowman and Clr J P Bagge be received and 
sustained and the apologies for non-attendance from Clr C J Brooks, P J S Jerram and D D Oddie be 
noted. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: David Craig, Finance & Information Supervisor, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.11 Financial Report for Period Ended 31 May 2016 
 F275-001-02 

The Finance and Information Supervisor, David Craig, presented the financial report for the Assets & 
Services Department for the eleven month period ended 31 May 2016. Mr Craig noted that where possible, 
accrual entries have been completed to account for May revenues and expenditures in that month.  

For the reporting period, Departmental revenues are favourable to budget by $1,884,952 due to:  Dump fees 
$1,146,214, Development contributions $1,103,394, Metered water sales $734,601, Reserve Fund 
contributions $306,015, Capital contributions (Sheps' Park, SVIS, St Andrews sewer & Rural Community 
Recycling) $232,331, Miscellaneous contributions $174,501, Insurance refunds and claims $96,446, 
Miscellaneous revenue $80,050, Refunds (fire suppression recoveries) $72,562, Disbursement recoveries 
(for private landowner river protection works) $72,197, Subdivisional works contributions ($63,667), Gravel 
extraction ($88,757), Trade waste charges ($123,088), Development impact levies (Blenheim northwest 
zone) ($146,667), Property rentals (River lease rental review) ($212,098), Donations and grants (Flaxbourne 
irrigation) ($748,983), Roading subsidies ($890,625). 

Operating expenditures are favourable to budget by $1,685,705, including: Interest payments $444,872, 
Minor safety improvements $299,962, Projects (Netball relocation to Lansdowne Park) $223,849, Traffic 
services maintenance $188,088, Emergency reinstatement $179,732, Contracts $175,828, Sealed pavement 
maintenance $159,664, Treatment costs $128,968, Cycle path maintenance $121,294, Personnel costs 
$116,053, Rivers flood damage $73,498, Network & Asset management $70,992, Pump stations ($79,119), 
Waste levy payments ($80,433), Repairs & maintenance ($252,096), Internal recoveries & recharges 
($357,454). 

The resulting year to date operating surplus of $5,074,907 is favourable to budget by $3,570,657. 

The total budgeted capital expenditure for 2015/16, including carryovers and Council approved adjustments, 
is $58.9M with actual year to date expenditure of $18M (31%). Capital expenditure is mainly concentrated in 
the core activities of Sewer $16.9M (ytd actual $2.5M), Roading $13.6M ($6.5M), Water $12.2M ($3.0M), 
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Stormwater $1.7M ($0.7), Community Facilities $5.5M ($1.7M), Flood Protection $2.3M ($0.7M) and Waste 
Management $5.9M ($2.4M). 

The predicted end of year operating surplus is now $4,384,737 more than budgeted, through a combination 
of reduced revenues ($137,422) and reduced operating costs ($4,522,158).  

The total forecast capital expenditure of $20.9M is $38M below budget. 

Mr Craig advised members that the capital expenditure saving has accumulated from the projects which, for 
various reasons, are behind schedule and will be incomplete at the end of the year. These projects are 
currently being summarised for presentation at the next Committee meeting on 6 September, for budget 
carryover consideration. 

The Operational Activity for the month of February was summarised in Mr Craig’s report. 

Clrs Evans/Leggett: 
That the financial report for the period ended 31 May 2016 be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Brian Paton, Emergency Services Manager, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.12 Marlborough Civil Defence Emergency 
Management (CDEM) Group Plan Review  
 E200-001-001-04 

The report to the Committee sought approval for the proposed Vision, Goals and Objectives within the draft 
Marlborough CDEM Group Plan. The Plan is available on the MDC website and a link to the plan was 
provided in the agenda. 

Mr Paton noted that this Committee has a civil defence governance role as the CDEM Group for 
Marlborough and as part of that role the Group has the opportunity to approve the guiding principles in the 
new 2017/22, the current plan expires at the end of 2016. 

Members were advised that workshops have been held where a number of stakeholders came together to 
review the plan. During this process a number of new hazards were identified that have been given a higher 
priority than in the previous plan. Mr Paton also noted that one of the new hazards identified is the potential 
of a marine accident brought about by the increasing numbers of cruise ships visiting Picton. 

It was noted that the draft Plan has been reviewed by the Coordinating Executive Group (CEG) for public 
release and is currently open for the public to make a submission. Submissions close  19 August. The CEG 
will meet on 21 September to approve a final draft Plan which will be placed before this Committee for 
approval to go to the Minister. 

In response to a question raised regarding the number of submissions received so far, Mr Paton noted that 
there has not been a great response to date. However, an article regarding the plan and in particular 
highlighting that ‘everybody has a stake in the plan’ is due for release this week. There will also be 
messages put on Twitter and the Marlborough District Council website. 

Clrs Hook/Evans: 
That the Assets and Services Committee, acting in its capacity as the Marlborough CDEM Group, 
approve the Vision, Goals and Objectives of the proposed draft 2017/2022 CDEM Group Plan.   

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Steve Murrin, Journey Manager, was present for the following two items. 

P.16/17.13 Queen Charlotte Drive Slip R800-006-14 
The report provided information to the Committee on a large slip that has occurred on Queen Charlotte Drive 
at Whenuanui (Becks) Bay.  

Mr Murrin provided members with a brief background on the slip site and what would be involved to stabilise 
the area. A short video clip of the slip site was shown to members. It was noted that this is the third slip at 
this site since 2010. The mitigation measures implemented were to construct a low wall at the base of the 
slip to catch falling debris which had been very successful up until the storm event in late June 2016. 

Members were advised that Marlborough Roads has sought advice from Opus International Consultant’s 
Geotechnical Engineer who visited the site on 7 July to reassess the slip. It was noted that the engineer has 
advised that the slip is very unstable and a large slip could occur at any time, particularly during or following 
a rain event. 

As Queen Charlotte Drive is a reasonably busy road and a major tourist route the advice from the engineer 
was to remove all loose material from the slip face, re profile the slip face and cut two benches to catch any 
falling slip material. It was noted that the precise volumes of material to be carted away is still to be 
assessed. It was noted that arrangements have been made with Port Marlborough Ltd to deposit slip 
material at their clean-fill site in Shakespeare Bay.   

Members were advised that the costs for the 24 June slip would be approximately $520,000 and an 
Emergency Works Claim will be lodged with the Transport Agency once estimates have been finalised.   

Mr Murrin advised members that the work to stabilise the area would take approximately one month to 
complete and it is expected there will be some inconvenience to road users. 

Clrs Leggett/Hook: 
That the report be received. 

 Carried 

P.16/17.14 Draft Land Transport Rule: Vehicle Dimension 
and Mass (2016) R800-003-01 

The report presented to the Committee sought discussion on any potential effects of the Draft Land 
Transport Rule: Vehicle Dimension and Mass (2016) rule and develop a submission. 

Members were advised that the NZ Transport Agency is consulting on the Land Transport Rule:  Vehicle 
Dimension and Mass 2016 with the intention that it replace the current Rule, which dates from 2002 with 
submissions closing on Friday, 12 August 2016 at 5.00 pm. 

In response to a query on the RCA Forums submission on road damage and increased costs on a local road 
network if the allowable increase in mass limits for seven and eight axle vehicles Mr Murrin advised that 
Marlborough Roads considers that Council would be able to manage the impact on structures through the 
permitting system, however, is unsure at this stage as to the level of increased wear and maintenance as a 
result of the higher mass and axle loadings. 

It was reported that as with previous Rule Changes, e.g. 50 max and HPMV, initial concerns over changes 
seem to become manageable.  The Marlborough Roads team have not specifically noticed any effects from 
either HPMV or the 50 Tonne limit for Class I vehicles, i.e. 50 max.  Approximately 30% of NZ’s heavy 
vehicle fleet has taken up the opportunity to operate 50 max or HPMV limits. 

Clrs Evans/Andrews:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Mr S Austin, Marlborough Historical Society and Mr P H Welch, Representing Businesses 
on Sinclair Street were present for the following two items. 

P.16/17.15 Sinclair Street Rename to Grove Road  
  R800-006-07 
The report to the Committee sought approval for the renaming of Sinclair Street to Grove Road as per a 
submission to the Annual Plan which has been referred to this Committee. 

Members were advised that Mr Welch had made a submission to the 2014-15 Annual Plan process on this 
matter which was referred to the Assets and Services Committee for a decision. 

Mr Welch, representing the 14 businesses on Sinclair Street, spoke to this item. He advised that the request 
is for Sinclair Street to be renamed Grove Road. By doing this it will avoid confusion and reduce frustrations 
that are currently being experienced by the businesses situated in this area.  

Mr Welch noted that to they wish to keep the name Sinclair in the area as they aware of the historical 
significance of Mr Sinclair being the founder of Blenheim. It was suggested that the skate park be renamed 
to Sinclair Park or rename the Grove Road section running parrellel to Sinclair Street, Sinclair Street. 

Mr Austin spoke to members on behalf of the Marlborough Historical Society. He advised that the Historical 
Society does not support the current proposal or the alternative options proposed by the businesses. He 
advised that James Sinclair is one of the founding fathers of Blenheim and Sinclair Street in its current 
prominent location is should be retained.  

Mr Austin noted that any confusion of address/location could be mitigated with suitable signage, publicity and 
education.  

There was considerable discussion from members on the points raised by both parties and the following 
recommendation was put to members.  

Clrs Dawson/Evans:   
That Sinclair Street be renamed Grove Road. 

Lost Following a division call 3 to 2 (Clrs Andrews, Leggett and Hook against) (Clrs Dawson and Evans 
for) 

A further recommendation was put to members which was also lost. 

Clrs Andrews/Sloan: 
That the existing naming of the roads remain the same and that further investigation of Mr Sinclair be 
undertaken.  

Lost 
 
Following further discussion it was suggested that as it is an important issue it would benefit from all 
Councillors having an opportunity to be part of the discussion and the following recommendation was tabled. 
 
[Clrs Sloan/Andrews: 
That the issue lie on the table for discussion at Full Council meeting on 11 August 2016. 

Carried 

Clrs Andrews/Brooks:  
That the issue continue to lie on the table until such time as a solution is reported to the Assets and 
Services Committee. 

Carried]  [amended at the Council meeting on 11 August 2016] 
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P.16/17.16 South Island Wide Regional Land Transport 
Collaboration R800-007-16 

The report to the Committee sought agreement, in principle, that Marlborough District Council support the 
Marlborough Regional Transport Committee to collaborate with regional transport committees across the 
South Island, to develop and implement a shared programme of work. 

It was noted that transport is a key enabler of economic growth and sustainability in the Marlborough region 
and across the South Island with the regions sharing many of the same transport issues and opportunities. 
An initiative was put forward by Environment Canterbury, and discussed at a meeting of the South Island 
Regional Transport Committee Chairs, regarding a proposal for greater collaboration by way of a shared 
voice across the South Island. It was noted that there were a number of advantages to in forming a 
combined group and these were outlined to members. 

Mr Coningham advised members that he and Steve Murrin will be attending a Regional Transport workshop 
on Friday to continue this discussion. It was noted that regular reports will be provided updating members on 
the priorities of the work programme. 

Clrs Hook/Leggett:   
That the Committee agree, in principle, that the Marlborough District Council supports the 
Marlborough Regional Transport Committee to collaborate with Regional Transport Committees 
across the South Island, to develop and implement a shared programme of work. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Arbuckle declared a conflict of interest and withdrew for this item. 

ATTENDANCE: Geoff Dick, Rivers Investigation & Planning Engineer, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.17 Renwick – Lower Terrace Flood Risk 
Assessment R730-04-004 

The report to the Committee advised of the flood risk to the lower terrace semi-urban area in Renwick from 
the Ruakanakana (Gibsons) Creek, School Creek and Terrace Creek outfalls and potentially the Wairau 
River. Options were presented to reduce the existing flood risk and advise on the residual flood risk including 
from the Wairau River. A recommendation was included that the matter be forwarded to the Regional 
Planning and Development Committee for further consideration. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16135484). 

Members were advised that the ‘Growing Marlborough’ strategy proposed large lot residential development 
on the lower terrace to the north of Renwick. The lower terrace encompasses the Wairau River and 
Ruakanakana (Gibsons) Creek floodplains. 

Mr Dick noted that Rivers staff have had concerns about the suitability of the land for more intensive 
development mostly due to remaining flood risks from Gibsons Creek.  Applications for the more intense 
subdivisions were occurring before an appropriate risk assessment could be completed and the zone change 
confirmed or otherwise. It was noted that much work has been done over the last 20 years to reduce the 
flood risk but definitive evidence of remaining risks is required.   

Members were advised that the current Gibson Creek flow capacity is close to design at Q100 flood event 
over much of the investigated reach (Bedford Road downstream) as a result of past upgrading. However, 
floods spill out at ford/low bridge upstream of Hammond Road.  Then spilt flood flow tracks old Wairau River 
flood channel around foot of terrace before being redirected back into main channel. It was noted that much 
of the “rezone” land north of Gee Street is essentially flood free from Gibsons Creek. Mr Dick noted that 
Gibsons Creek will need to be well maintained if the area is to be developed.  

Mitigation measures are considered appropriate to reduce the flood risk to existing buildings and to allow 
potential rezoning of the lower terrace. Members were advised that the mitigation measures for option 1B 
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(Gibsons Creek) were bridge upgrade, causeway to be replaced by bridge or removed, construct deflection 
stopbank, in-channel improvements (d/s of SH6); ‘major’ vegetation clearance to achieve better conveyance 
and the elements on Terrace Creek for in-channel upgrades including ‘major’ vegetation clearance to 
achieve better conveyance.  

Members were advised that the capital cost of the Ruakanakana (Gibsons) Creek mitigation measures has 
been estimated at $650,000 plus increased future maintenance costs. The Terrace Creek outfall requires 
upgrading at an estimated cost of $70,000, plus regular ongoing maintenance. It was noted that there is 
currently no budget in the 10 year plan for these works. 

There was discussion on whether it was appropriate for the matter be considered at the Regional Planning & 
Development Committee meeting but it was suggested that it is go through the Marlborough Environment 
Plan submission process. It was noted that submissions to the Plan close 1 September.  

Mr Dick advised members that there is still a lot of work to do before this becomes final. 

Clrs Hook/Leggett:   
1. That the Committee notes the report’s findings including that flood risks remain in the 

proposed rezone area and that further flood mitigation work is recommended before any 
further land use intensification occurs. 

2. That the matter be further considered for decisions on rezoning, confirmation of mitigation 
works required and their funding, and a timetable going forward that can be communicated to 
landowners who wish to develop their land. 

3. That capital works on the order of $720,000 have been estimated as being required to protect 
both existing development and possible future development and that currently no provision is 
included in the Rivers Section 10 year budgets for this work. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Brett Walker, Infrastructural Projects Engineer, was present for the following two items. 

P.16/17.18 Out of District Water Connection Application for 
208 Oakwood Lane  
 W450-004-004-03, PN255462#04 

The report to the Committee sought approval for a water connection to provide for an existing house located 
within the Rural Living Zone, and a further request for the same site for a water connection for a proposed lot 
to be created. The site requires out of district approval. 

Mr Walker advised members that the property currently has a dwelling that until recently was connected to a 
“well” within the property. Upon notification from the applicant that the water from the “well” had been tested 
and found to be unfit for human consumption, Council Assets and Services immediately installed an 
“emergency” out of district water connection. 

It was noted that the 2 ha property is in the process of being subdivided into two allotments of approximately 
1 ha each. The applicant would like another connection to the Council’s water reticulation to supply the 
proposed allotment. The majority of properties within Oakwood Lane are connected to the Council water 
supply and this area has the capacity to provide for this proposal. It was noted that there would be conditions 
and limitations of water use required. 

Clrs Dawson/Andrews:   
1. That the existing emergency connection be accepted. 

2. That a metered water connection with RPZ backflow prevention device be approved for the 
proposed allotment, with the following conditions: 

3. That the approved water connection be used for domestic purposes only. 
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4. That a development contribution be paid for 1.0 Household equivalent unit, and applied as per 
the Development Contributions Policy. 

5. That a water connection fee be paid for Council to supply and install a 20 mm diameter metered 
water connection, complete with a RPZ backflow prevention device. 

6. That the property pay water rates as per Council’s Out of District Connections Rating Policy. 

7. That the property pay geographic area general works and services rates and charges as per 
Council’s rating policy. 

8. That a Blenheim metered water charge be applied for the new connection. This charge is set by 
the MDC Rating Policy and is subject to the standard minimum quarterly charge. 

9. That the applicant achieve resource consent approval for the creation of the proposed 
allotment within two years of this approval. If consent has not been granted within two years, - 
this will result in forfeiture of this out of district water approval. 

Carried 

P.16/17.19 Out of District Water Connection Application for 
Mount Riley Wines, Riverlands  
 W450-004-008-03, PN528981#04 

The report to the Committee sought approval for a water connection to provide for a proposed allotment 
located within the Rural Environment Zone. The site requires out of district approval. 

Mr Walker advised members that Mount Riley Wines is proposing to subdivide the large lot into two and 
would like a connection to the Council’s water reticulation to supply the proposed allotment. The main 
Council water supply pipeline that serves the Riverlands Industrial area runs along Malthouse Road past the 
boundary of the proposed allotment.  It was noted that the majority of properties within Malthouse Road are 
connected to this Council water supply. It was noted that the Council’s infrastructure has the capacity to 
serve the proposal, however conditions of water use will be required. 

Clrs Hook/Dawson:   
That a metered water connection with RPZ backflow prevention device be approved for the proposed 
allotment, with the following conditions: 

a) The approved water connection be used for domestic purposes only. 

b) A development contribution be paid for 1.0 Household equivalent unit, and applied as per the 
Development Contributions Policy. This is assessed at $ 2,365.00 excl GST (PPI March 2016). 
The amount will be adjusted to reflect the current Producers Price Index at time of payment. 

c) A water connection fee be paid for Council to supply and install a 20 mm diameter metered 
water connection, complete with a RPZ backflow prevention device. 

d) The property pay water rates as per Council’s Out of District connections Rating Policy. 

e) The property pay geographic area general works and services rates and charges as per 
Council’s Rating Policy. 

f) A metered water charge be applied for the new connection. This charge is set by the MDC 
Rating Policy and is subject to the standard minimum quarterly charge. 

g) The applicant achieve resource consent approval for the creation of the proposed allotment 
within two years of this approval. If consent has not been granted within two years, - this will 
result in forfeiture of this out of district water approval. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Alec McNeil, Solid Waste Manager, was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.20 Solid Waste Management 2015/16 Information 
 W300-006-008-01 

The report to the Committee provided a summary of the solid waste operations for the period July 2015 to 
June 2016. 

By way of background members were advised on the range of waste management and minimisation 
services across the region. It was noted that during the 2015/16 period there have been no breaches of any 
resource consents that are issued against the waste management and minimisation facilities. 

Mr McNeil noted that during the 2015/16 period the resource centre processed 4,083 tonnes of materials that 
had been diverted away from the landfill. This compares to 4,512 tonnes during the previous year which is a 
13% increase. The reuse shop at the resource centre which receives donations from the community and 
sells them on has generated $303,205 from 40,183 paying visitors. This equates to a 13% increase in 
income with a slight decrease in paying visitors.  

It was reported that the E-waste collection facility has had a drop in the amount of items received compared 
to the previous year. It was noted that an information campaign will be used during the 2016/17 period to 
promote this service. 

Members were advised on the regional landfill figures for the 2015/16 period. A table showing the landfill 
tonnages from 2011 to 2016 was included with the agenda. It was noted that the general refuse and transfer 
station waste areas are the two streams that the new sorting facility will have a significant impact on. 

Mr McNeil advised members on the Carbon announcement in the Government’s 2016 budget. He noted that 
the one-for-two subsidy is to be phased out starting in 2017. It was noted that these changes will not have an 
immediate impact on us as we do have carbon credits in stock and future savings the CIF facility will divert 
further waste from the landfill to further offset costs.  

Members were advised that the CIF Centre will open on the first weekend in October. A meeting will be held 
on 29 July to discuss plans for the opening ceremony. 

It was queried whether there had been any further consideration on whether to continue with the red and 
yellow recycle bins for the town centre. Mr McNeil noted that Council has applied for funding from Central 
Govt for this service no outcome as yet. It was also noted that there are discussions being undertaken on the 
possibility of installing recycling bins in the Waihopai Valley, it would be similar to the system installed in 
other rural centres. 

Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
That the report is received and the information published via the Council website. 

Carried 

P.16/17.21 Flaxbourne Irrigation Scheme Governance 
Group Representatives - Minutes  
 C230-003-F01-02 

The Minutes of the Flaxbourne Irrigation Scheme Representatives meeting held on 6 April 2016 and 
4 May 2016 were presented for ratification by the Committee.   

Members were advised that the next proposed meeting date is 27 July where a decision will be made on 
whether group, as it stands, continues.  
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Clrs Evans/Leggett:   
That the Minutes of the Flaxbourne Irrigation Scheme Governance Group Representatives meetings 
held on 6 April 2016 and 4 May 2016 be ratified. 

Carried 

P.16/17.22 McLauchlan – Road Exchange U160507 
The report to the Committee sought consideration on an application for a road exchange tied to a Resource 
Consent for subdivision. 

Members were advised that the applicant is proposing a subdivision and it has been identified that the 
formed Centre Valley Road does not follow the legal road line.  A plan showing a land exchange indicating 
the legal road which is not formed and the road which is proposed to vest was attached to the agenda for 
members’ information. 

It was noted that the intention is that the road to vest will occur as part of a subdivision plan deposit with the 
exchange by way of closure of the unformed legal road under the Public Works Act and once actioned would 
be amalgamated into the adjoining title of the applicant. 

It was reported that the road exchange is seen as appropriate to enable the formed legal road to be vested 
as road. 

Clrs Evans/Hook:   
1. That Council agree to the exchange proposal with the procedures to achieve the exchange be 

joint.  The road vesting to be based on deposit of the plan under Resource Consent U160507 
with the closure of the road to be by the Public Works Act. 

2. That Council consent pursuant to the Public Works Act to the closure of road of those areas 
highlighted on the plan presented with that closed road to be amalgamated with the adjoining 
property. 

3. That the applicant be responsible for all costs incurred in the “exchange” proposal. 

4. That the closure under the Public Works Act not be finalised until deposit of the road vesting 
under the Resource Consent plan deposit. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Genevieve Hearn, Projects Engineer was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.23 Havelock Residential Water Meters  
W460-001-011-01 

The report to the Committee sought approval to proceed with public consultation moving to in depth 
investigation then implementation of water meters for the Havelock residential community. 

Members were aware that $3.6m has allocated in the 2018/19 financial year for the upgrade of the Havelock 
Water Treatment Plant to meet the drinking water standards for New Zealand.  It was noted that following a 
review this project was moved into the 2019/20 financial year apart from $200k set aside for water metering 
scheduled for the 2017/18 year which is usually put in prior to any major works to effect the work 
consumption. It was noted that there is an overarching requirement from the RMA to manage water more 
sustainably. 

Ms Hearn noted that using water meters to charge for water has been proven to reduce consumption by an 
average of 25-30% but it is unknown what the potential water reduction would be if water metering was 
implemented without applying a tariff. It was noted that these figures show a great opportunity to gain 
benefits both in terms of operational costs and in actual water usage.  
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Havelock has an aging reticulation system and is believed to be experiencing a number of leaks and that by 
installing water meters this could help to pinpoint leaks in the current reticulation system within residential 
properties. It was noted that with the use of water meters and the consequential water use reductions, capital 
requirements for the new water source for Havelock (a separate project) will be reduced and the project 
possibly deferred. This will allow for more time to further investigate alternate water sources and potentially 
increase capital savings further if a more efficient option is found. 

Members were advised that a meeting was held with the Havelock Water Users Group who confirmed that 
they supportive of water metering but for monitoring use only. 

A timeline for public consultation and installation of water meters was discussed. It was noted that the 
charging for water was not included in the timeframe. 

Members were advised that the investigation of water metering for Renwick is budgeted for the 2017/18 
year.  It was noted that it would be cost effective for Council, in terms of buying power and internal 
resources, if the water meters were installed and purchased for both Havelock and Renwick under the same 
project.  It will also make some Universal Metering technologies more favourable if the capital 
implementation costs are distributed between the two regions. 

Clrs Hook/Andrews:   
1. That the Committee approve staff to move to the public consultation stage of the process and 

report back with findings from this. 

2. That the consultation include further consideration of user charges.  

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Meeting adjourned at 3.47 pm and reconvened at 4.00 pm. 

P.16/17.24 BPOT Subdivision C315-14-47 
The report to the Committee provided an update on Council’s subdivision developments. 

Members were aware that Council had received submissions through the 2016 annual plan process that 
were critical of the Boulevard Park on Taylor residential subdivision. The criticisms covered a number of 
issues such as roading, reserves and section layouts. One submitter suggested that Council had deviated 
from the vision and open space principles provided in the design guidelines of the development. 

Members were advised that the concept has developed from the 2006 plan. Mr Lyall advised that reports 
had been prepared by experts in the related fields such as roading, geotech and soils. 

It was noted that the view of staff is that the Boulevard Park on Taylor residential, subdivision development 
has enhanced the open space principles and added value to the development through listening to experts 
and industry people and making appropriate adjustments to align with market needs.  

Mr Lyall discussed the plan that was included with the agenda item which identified the green space linkage 
between the Wither Hills Farm Park and the Taylor River Reserve. It was noted that there are five access 
points into the farm park. It was also noted that there is a 50 metre buffer zone between the residential 
development and the farm park. It was noted that there is the possibility of creating further green space at an 
entry point from the subdivision to the farm park. 

In response to a query raised on whether there is a possibility of seating in this buffer zone, Mr Lyall advised 
that this could be considered. 

Clrs Leggett/Hook:   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Hook withdrew from the meeting at 4.13 pm. 
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P.16/17.25 Hutcheson Street Alfred Street Traffic Review 
 R800-005-01 

The report to the Committee provided an update on the draft proposed vehicle and pedestrian route 
improvements that have come out of a safety review carried out by GHD Traffic Engineers. 

Members were advised GHD were engaged to carry out a Post Construction Road Safety Audit which was a 
condition of resource consent for the ASB Theatre. The audit was completed on 20 April during the day and 
at night. It was noted that a show was being held at the theatre at this time. 

Mr Lyall advised that the report provided a number of the recommendations some relatively easy to address 
and others have been more complex which has led to a review of the area carried out by Opus. It was noted 
that a focus on pedestrian safety has been the hierarchy of the review. The plan which was attached to the 
agenda for members’ information identified changes that will provide satisfactory outcomes to the 
recommendations that have been identified in the safety audit.  

The main change is a proposed reduction of speed in the area from 50km/h to 30km/h. This will need to be 
considered as part of the traffic by-law process which is presently under review but can be temporarily put in 
place via a traffic management plan until ratified by Council. This also aligns with the area being adjacent to 
a primary school. At present the 30km/h area commences outside the Criterion Hotel and at the High Street 
roundabout outside the Council offices. 

There was general discussion on the options for Russell Terrace. 

Another change is installation of a raised pedestrian crossing located north of the roundabout which should 
satisfy desire line paths, provide protection to pedestrians and also slow traffic. The John Street raised 
pedestrian crossing will also be installed and will also reduce traffic speeds entering the area. 

Lighting infrastructure (poles and lights) is in place and lux levels will be reviewed along with road marking, 
signage and tree trimming. Mr Lyall advised that there has been no discussion with Blenheim School at this 
stage but contact will be made in due course. Low mountable kerbs are one option to be considered at the 
entry to the site to direct traffic accordingly. New road marking will depict right turning bays into the site and 
left exit turns accompanied by appropriate signage. It was noted that the review needs to go to Regulatory 
Manager and if approved then there will be three months to undertake any works. 

Estimates for this work are being prepared but it is proposed that any work will be funded from Marlborough 
Roads traffic safety improvement budget. 

Clrs Andrews/Dawson:   
That the report be received.    

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Robert Hutchinson, Reserves and Amenities Officer was present for the following item. 

P.16/17.26 Lansdowne Park Carpark Construction Budget 
Increase R510-009-L01-05 

The report to the Committee sought additional funding to construct a carpark on the western boundary of 
Lansdowne Park. 

Members were aware that Lansdowne Park has been identified for further expansion of use in Council’s 
Outdoor Sports Facilities Plan. As part of this expansion Council now leases land from Central Rugby Club 
and this land has been identified for a carpark to cater for additional users. 

Members were advised that soft ground and a high watertable has been found during ground investigations. 
To mitigate the risk of ground and water damage to the carpark a deeper area needs to be dug and filled 
which will increase the longevity of the carpark and reduce ongoing maintenance. To undertake the 
mitigation works the budget for this needs to be increased. The Land Subdivision Account currently holds 
$750,000 which it is suggested is a suitable area to fund this additional work from. 
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Clrs Andrews/Evans:   
1. That the budget for construction of the carpark on the west side of Lansdowne Park be 

increased by $76,000 to $286,187.50. 

2. That additional budget required be funded from the Land Subdivision Account. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clrs Arbuckle and Shenfield withdrew from the meeting at 4.32 pm. 

P.16/17.27 D’Arcy Christopher Foundation – Appointment 
of Advisory Trustee E200-001-009-03 

The report to the Committee sought approval to appoint a new advisory trustee to the D’Arcy Christopher 
Foundation to replace Mark Wheeler. 

Members were aware that the D’Arcy Christopher Foundation (the Foundation) was founded in 1999 to 
administer funds from the estate of D’Arcy Christopher. There are currently four trustees for the Foundation 
with Mark Wheeler is an advisory trustee.  

It was reported that due to a change in role to Chief Executive, Marlborough District Council, Mark Wheeler 
has resigned as an Advisory Trustee, and Richard Coningham will be appointed to replace Mark Wheeler as 
an Advisory Trustee to the D’Arcy Christopher Foundation. 

Clrs Sloan/Leggett:   
That Richard Coningham (Manager, Assets & Services) be appointed as an advisory trustee to the 
D’Arcy Christopher Foundation.  

Carried 

P.16/17.28 Information Package - 
Clrs Sloan/Andrews:   
That the Assets and Services Information Package dated 26 July 2016 be received and noted. 

Carried 

P.16/17.29  Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded - 

Clrs Leggett/Dawson:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

- Wither Hills Café  
- Land Purchase 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are 
as follows: 
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General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this resolution 
in relation to each matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) 
for the passing of this 
resolution 

Wither Hills Café  

Land Purchase 

To enable the Council, as holder of 
the information, to carry on, without 
prejudice or disadvantage, 
negotiations (including commercial 
and industrial negotiations) as 
provided for under Section 7(2)(i). 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the 
proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the 
disclosure of information for 
which good reason for 
withholding exists under 
Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 
1987. 

The meeting closed at 4.54 pm. 

Record No. 16135474 
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