
 

Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ASSETS & SERVICES COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, District Administration Building, Seymour Street, Blenheim 
on TUESDAY, 3 May 2016 commencing at 1.30 pm 

Present 
Councillors T M Sloan (Chairperson), B G Dawson from 1.45 pm, J P Bagge, J L Andrews, T E Hook, 
J C Leggett, G I T Evans, Mayor A T Sowman and Mr R Hunter (Iwi representative) 

Also Present 
Councillors J A Arbuckle, P J S Jerram and C J Brooks 

In Attendance 
Mr Richard Coningham (Manager – Assets and Services Department), Jamie Lyall (Manager – Property and 
Community Facilities) and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Apologies 
Clrs Sloan/Leggett: 
That the apology for non-attendance from Clrs G S Barsanti, L M Shenfield, D D Oddie be noted.  

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: David Craig, Finance and Information Supervisor, was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.392 Financial Report for Period Ended 
29 February 2016 F275-001-02 

The Finance and Information Supervisor, David Craig, presented the financial report for the Assets & 
Services Department for the eight month period ended 29 February 2016. Mr Craig noted that where 
possible, accrual entries have been completed to account for February revenues and expenditures in that 
month.  

For the reporting period, Departmental revenues are favourable to budget by $114,242 due to: Dump fees 
$590,229, Capital contributions (SVIS, St Andrews sewer & Rural Community Recycling) $199,936, Metered 
water sales  $131,066, Insurance refunds and claims $96,402, Disbursement recoveries (for private 
landowner river protection works) $48,659, Subdivisional works contributions ($51,753), Trade waste 
charges ($61,540), Gravel extraction ($70,522), Development impact levies (Blenheim northwest zone) 
($106,667), Development contributions ($120,138), Roading subsidies ($646,914). 

Operating expenditures are favourable to budget by $1,783,064 due to Minor safety improvements 
$334,278, Interest payments $323,543, Contracts $291,211, Treatment costs $277,783, Sealed pavement 
maintenance $194,687, Projects (Netball relocation to Lansdowne Park) $169,226, Emergency 
reinstatement $167,879, Rivers flood damage $166,667, Cycle path maintenance $103,111, Mains 
maintenance $97,359, Traffic services maintenance $86,868, Personnel costs $85,764, Depreciation 
$85,611, Consultancy $84,663, Pump stations electrical $60,651, Minor works contracts ($52,871), 
Environmental maintenance ($93,680), Repairs & maintenance ($112,780), Routine drainage maintenance 
($149,164), Pump stations power ($159,489), Connection, toby & valve maintenance ($171,357) Internal 
recoveries & recharges ($233,056). 

The resulting year to date operating surplus of $2,049,191 is favourable to budget by $1,897,306. 

The total budgeted capital expenditure for 2015/16, including carryovers and Council approved adjustments, 
is $58.9M with actual year to date expenditure of $12.2M (21%). Capital expenditure is mainly concentrated 
in the core activities of Sewer $16.9M (ytd actual $1.9M), Roading $13.6M ($4.75M), 
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Water $12.2M ($1.85M), Community Facilities $5.5M ($1.27M), Flood Protection $2.3M ($0.55M) and Waste 
Management $5.9M ($1.34M). 

The predicted end of year operating surplus is now $3,468,397 more than budgeted through a combination 
of increased revenues ($1,184,966) and reduced operating costs ($2,476,759). 

The total forecast capital expenditure of $31.5M is $27.4M below budget. 

The Operational Activity for the month of February was summarised in Mr Craig’s report. 

Clrs Hook/Andrews: 
That the financial report for the period ended 29 February 2016 be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Frank Porter, Highway Manager, Marlborough Roads, was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.393 Hospital Road Parking R800-005-01 
The report to the Committee provided an assessment of the safety risks to through traffic from vehicles 
parked on Hospital Road in the vicinity of the Wairau Hospital and specifically east of the second Hospital 
entrance. 

Marlborough Roads’ Highway Manager Mr Porter reported that a small number of motorists travelling past 
the hospital frontage had expressed concern that traffic flows were impeded by vehicles parked on both 
sides of Hospital Road. It was noted that parking adjacent to the hospital’s entrance nearest to Maxwell 
Road has been managed with no stopping in place on the south side of Hospital Road between the Maxwell 
Road intersection and the second hospital entrance.  

Members were advised that during the daytime, there is demand for parking in Hospital Road and the 
hospital has endeavoured to provide sufficient parking on their own property.  However, there is continual 
demand for kerbside parking on both sides of the road where staff and visitors chose to park. Mr Coningham 
advised members that he has written to the Hospital asking them to consider providing more parking but has 
had no response as at today’s date. 

It was reported that several surveys were undertaken on different days and times of the day to establish the 
level of parking east of the second hospital entrance with the results being consistent and did not vary 
significantly day to day. The survey average overall shows 25 cars parked in 79 available spaces. 

Members were advised that there were two recorded crashes, both occurred at night and none could be 
attributed to vehicles parked on both sides of the road. 

Mr Porter advised members that consideration should be given to monitoring the situation at this time as he 
reported that the road is currently classified as a “local road”, i.e. not a collector road and that in the new One 
Network Road Classification system to be introduced in 2018 the road may be expected to achieve a 
“primary” or “secondary collector” status.  If it is deemed that it becomes a collector road it would be 
appropriate to achieve standard 3.5 m lanes. Members were advised that an overall plan will be produced by 
October 2017 and then funding would be applied for by 1 July 2018. 

Following general discussion it was suggested that there needs to be some action undertaken but further 
monitoring is required and a response from the hospital is received before a course of action can be 
determined.  
 
It was noted that with further development occurring on Taylor Pass Road traffic will increase which could 
further exacerbate safety concerns. It was noted that emergency vehicles enter and exit these entrances so 
their passage should be unimpeded. 
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It was suggested that hospital entrances two and three have much bigger sight lines to try and make sure 
these entrances are clear. It was also noted that with cars parked on both sides this tends to slow traffic 
down. 

Clrs Bagge/Andrews: 
1. That Marlborough Roads optimise sight distances at Hospital Entrances 2 and 3 and a No 

Parking yellow line from Maxwell Road to past gate 3 on the South side of the road Council 
installs no stopping lines on the south side of hospital Road adjacent to the Wairau Hospital 
property.  [amended at the Council meeting on 19 May 2016] 

2. That Council wait for a response from Wairau Hospital on the possibility of providing more 
staff and visitor parking on Hospital property and enter into further discussions if required. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Steve Murrin, Journey Manager, Marlborough Roads, was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.394 Marlborough Lines Contract Renewal 
  C500-005-006-M04 
The report to the Committee sought approval to extend the Marlborough Lines Street Light Maintenance 
Contract for two years through to the end of June 2018. 

Members were advised that prior to the introduction of supply contracts for the maintenance of street lighting 
assets Marlborough Lines was the sole supplier for maintenance activities.  

It was noted that the current maintenance contract was negotiated with Marlborough Lines in 2011 for a term 
of five years.  

It was reported that the Council receives excellent service and value from Marlborough Lines and enjoys the 
benefits of joint investment and contribution from the company. It was noted that Marlborough Lines owns 
and maintains a significant asset database and that if Marlborough Roads were required to establish and 
maintain this it would come at significant cost.  

It was noted the new NOC will commence 1 July 2018 and that Marlborough Roads envisages further 
efficiencies being gained by including street lighting within the NOC. A significant component of street light 
maintenance is temporary traffic control and this can be delivered more efficiently through the NOC contract.  

In reply to a query on whether Marlborough street lights have LEDs, Mr Murrin advised that only a portion do 
but noted that all street lights will be converted to LED within six years. 

Clrs Sloan/Hook: 
That approval be given to extend the Street Light Maintenance Contract with Marlborough Lines 
through to 30 June 2018. 

 Carried 

P.15/16.395 Port Underwood Road – Application to Cart 
Logs (GSB Yorke) R800-007-04, R800-006-13 

The report to the Committee sought consideration of an application by GSB Yorke to cart logs from Fighting 
Bay to Picton. 

It was reported that a similar request went before Council in 2014. It was noted that a condition in that 
application was that County roads not be used for vehicles associated with log extraction without prior 
consent of Council. It was noted that a similar condition also applies for GSB Yorke’s application. 
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It was noted that the applicant does have an alternative extraction option however, the cost differential could 
impact on the harvest profitability. 

Members were advised that the decision to decline the 2014 decision set a precedent and it is difficult to see 
any distinction between this current application and that processed back in 2014.  

Clrs Hook/Andrews: 
That the application for consent be declined. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE Clr Jerram withdrew from the meeting at 2.10 pm. 

ATTENDANCE: Geoff Dick, Rivers and Drainage Engineering Manager was present for the following two 
items. 

P.15/16.396 Wairau and Waihopai River Flood Events – 
18 February and 24 March 2016 R700-003-04 

The report to the Committee advised members on the two recent flood events, damage, remedial works 
completed and still required. (Presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 1676478).  

Members were advised that the wet weather event in mid-February was welcomed by farmers across the 
district, but was also notable for some very high intensity rainfall and river levels in some areas. All major 
Marlborough Rivers had a small to moderate sized flood as a result. 

It was reported that the Wairau Diversion erodible bank was overtopped and breached but has since been 
reinstated as well as the flow split upstream of the State Highway 1 Bridge. 

It was noted that the rainfall at Spray confluence was very high and was in excess of a 100 year event. The 
Waihopai river peak flow was about a six year event.  It was also noted that the high intensities have 
probably exacerbated slip damage in the catchment, as the Waihopai River is still discoloured over a month 
after the event. 

Mr Dick reported that the March event was lesser in effect than in the February event with the amount of rain 
that fell in western parts of Marlborough, including Rai Falls, Craiglochart, Top Valley, Spray and Red Hills 
being estimated to be a two year event. 

It was noted that the Rai Falls received the most in the region with 138 mm in 24 hours.  Branch River 
experienced a high flow causing a flood warning for the upper Wairau Valley. Although less than the 
February flood event it could have exacerbated damage which occurred in February.  

The Waihopai River experienced flood flows and although this didn’t cause any concerns in the lower 
reaches of the river the Maori Ford Bridge in the upper reaches was overtopped and needed to be closed to 
local traffic causing damage to the approach road of the bridge.  

Members were advised that an aerial inspection flight was undertaken. It was noted that the Maori Ford 
Bridge ongoing gravel deposition has reduced the flow capacity under the bridge to what appears to be less 
than a two year return period flood event.  It was noted that the flood event generally exacerbated or 
highlighted existing river alignment and erosion issues.  A large amount of flood debris was left in the 
floodway some of which is proposed to be removed as part of Council’s limited maintenance responsibility 
for the Waihopai River upstream of SH 63. It was also noted that options are being investigated to enable the 
bridge to remain open. It was noted that Opus has been engaged to investigations possible solutions with 
the report being presented to the Committee for consideration. 

Members were advised that an aerial inspection of the Wairau and Waihopai Rivers was undertaken 13 days 
after the flood flow peak.  The inspection included the Upper Wairau River as far as Mt Patriarch following 
reports of large flows of water and gravel out onto farm land.  
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It was noted that the inspection confirmed that intense rainfall had caused a large creek near to the 
Mt Patriarch homestead to burst its bank spreading gravel, flood debris and silt out onto several hectares of 
developed farm land.  The Department of Conservation access to the Goulter River was heavily damaged 
and impassable.   This access was damaged again in March and has only just been opened to four wheel 
drive vehicles so that the new Goulter River recorder gauge can be installed. 

It was reported that the February flood event exacerbated existing bank erosion at Tirosh Estate, at 
Electronet’s erosion protection works near Mill Road, and near the Northbank Road downstream of Top 
Valley. Other areas noted included at Timms property, Delegats, Church Lane. Delegats have been made 
aware, and at Matua/Treasury Wine Estates, significant active erosion between groynes was noted and will 
be passed onto Davidson Partners who manage these protection works. 

Members were advised that the hole in the rock training bank near the Coatbridge property needs to be 
repaired and that an estimate to repair the hole in the rock wall has been forwarded to Marlborough Roads 
for consideration. It was noted that a number of people live beyond this point so it should be considered a 
priority. 

It was reported that an existing rock line on the TLB under the SH 63 Bridge is weakening and requires 
upgrading/strengthening and a capital improvement is now warranted as there is virtually no berm land 
through this section to help protect the integrity of the adjacent stopbank. 

Members were advised that the Wairau below the Waihopai Confluence is the fully managed reach by 
Council of the Wairau River and includes the lower Waihopai River up to the SH 63 Bridge. It was noted that 
the flood system easily contained both flood events but the post flood inspection has highlighted a number of 
areas requiring immediate attention. Members were further advised that immediate flood repairs at the 
Gibsons Creek intakes and at the flow split bank at SH 1 are complete.  The remaining urgent item noted is 
debris removal in the Waihopai River and interim alignment works immediately upstream at the Waihopai 
River intake. 

Clrs Evans/Sloan: 
That the Committee note the contents of the report and approve the funding of up to $350,000 
additional work from the Rivers flood damage reserve. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Andrews withdrew from the meeting at 2.50pm. 

P.15/16.397 Marlborough Rivers Gravel Extraction Strategy 
 R700-014-02 

The report to the Committee provided an update on Council’s policies for extraction of gravel and sediment 
from Marlborough rivers. These policies were last considered on a District wide basis in 2008.  

Members were aware that extraction of gravel alters the shape of the river bed and has an environmental 
impact potentially both good and bad. It is therefore necessary to carefully control gravel and sediment 
extraction so it can be of benefit for river control purposes. 

It was reported that controlled gravel extraction can redirect main channel flows away from banks and so 
reduce potentially damaging erosion of land on the outside of bends. However, uncontrolled gravel extraction 
can have a damaging impact on fish, birds and the river itself. 

Members were advised that the immediate potentially damaging aspects of gravel extraction can be 
controlled by straightforward rules regarding the methodology of gravel extraction.  It was noted that the 
Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan contains such rules under which the Assets & Services 
Department may direct the extraction of gravel. This strategy operates in conjunction with the proposed MEP 
and the rules contained within it. It was noted that there may be other environmentally damaging effects that 
would show up in a subsequent flood. 
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It was noted that controls are required to restrict amounts of gravel extraction so that the impact of extraction 
is less than minor. It was also noted that private contractors carry out the gravel extraction under direction 
from Assets & Services staff through a permit system. The maximum length of time for a permit is one year, 
because of the potential for annual floods to alter gravel extraction sites to an unforeseen degree. 

It was suggested that there could be benefit from removing shingle, a cost, from the Waihopai River bridge 
as this may help the situation with the Maori Ford bridge. It was noted that if there is clear benefit then it may 
be looked at on a one off basis. 

Members were advised that the strategy document outlines Council’s policies for limiting amounts of gravel 
and other relevant controls regarding Marlborough’s river beds. Marlborough rivers have been divided into 
nine different areas, with different policies for each area. A map depicting the areas and a table of recorded 
historical gravel extraction rates for each area were attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

It was reported that the main river area for gravel extraction is the Wairau below the Waihopai confluence.  
The Wairau Gravel Extraction Review of October 2012 covers a four year period to March 2017, and 
requires a review in late 2016 for implementation from March 2017. The bed level survey for this review is 
complete and subsequent analysis about to get underway. It was noted that the protection of the recharge of 
the aquifer is an important consideration. 

It was suggested that the broader strategy for all Marlborough rivers be for the same time period, ie; subject 
to review in late 2016 with implementation from March 2017. 

Clrs Evans/Bagge: 
That Council approve the extraction policies contained in this report and notes that the next review 
of this strategy is planned for later in the year following analysis of the recently completed Wairau 
River bed level survey. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Jerram rejoined the meeting at 3.00 pm. 

ATTENDANCE: Stephen Rooney, Operations & Maintenance Engineer, was present for the following item. 

P.15/16.398 Wharetukura Bay Out of District Sewer Request 
 W440-003-004-01 

The report to the Committee sought consideration on an application for an out of district sewer connection for 
the Wharetukura Bay community. 

Members were advised that seven properties in Wharetukura Bay have resource consent to discharge 
treated sewage to the marine environment with the consent expiring in August 2016.  It was noted that 
Council, in granting the current consent, strongly indicated the discharge to the marine environment would 
not be approved again as it will be inconsistent with the new plan, contributes to poor water quality within the 
bay and has social and cultural acceptability issues. 

It was reported that Davidson Partners on behalf of the properties considered a range of options but have 
recommended that these properties seek out a district sewer connection for the discharge of their sewage to 
the Picton sewer network.  

Members were advised that the network has capacity limitations in the Beach Road catchment during wet 
weather but it is considered these can be overcome using storage in Wharetukura Bay until the Picton sewer 
upgrades are complete.  

It was noted that the report from Davidson Group concluded that the combined system was the most 
appropriate. The report was attached to the agenda for members’ information.  
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Members were advised that a number of conditions would apply and they are consistent with how we deal 
with other out of district applications. 

It was noted that they will need to have construction completed by the end of August. It was reported that the 
costs for the development are substantial but the property owners are aware of the costs as these had been 
discussed at the beginning of the process. 

Clrs Hook/Leggett: 
1. That  the out of district sewer connection in the form of a pumped connection be approved for 

seven Wharetukura Bay properties subject to the following conditions: 

a. That sewer Development Contributions, in accordance with Council Development 
Contribution Policy, be paid. The calculation shall be based on one Household 
Equivalent Unit (HEU) per lot ie; 7 HEUs.  

b. That each property pay sewer rates as per Council’s out of district connections rating 
policy. 

c. That each property pay geographic area general works and services rates and charges 
as per Council’s rating policy. 

d. That the pumping system and pipe to the end of the existing Picton sewer network will 
remain in the ownership of the Wharetukura Bay Holdings Ltd.  Maintenance of this 
infrastructure will be their responsibility. 

e. That the approved connection only be completed on approval of a road opening notice 
and licence to occupy road reserve. 

f. That the applicant would engage a Professional Chartered Engineer to design and 
supervise the installation of the reticulation, including liaising with Ecoflow. The design 
would be forwarded to Council’s Infrastructure and Projects Engineer for approval prior 
to work commencing. 

g. That upon completion an as-built plan would be provided to Council. 

h. That an alarm system will need to be installed to alert residents of a pump failure. 

i. That the development impact levies are payable prior to connection to the sewer 
network. 

j. That this out of district approval has to be given effect to within two years of approval 
otherwise it is forfeited. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Andrews rejoined the meeting at 3.05pm. 

P.15/16.399 Flaxbourne Irrigation Scheme Representatives 
 C230-003-F01-02 

The Minutes of the Flaxbourne Irrigation Scheme Representatives meeting held on 10 February 2016 was 
presented for ratification by the Committee.   

It was noted that the minutes from 6 April 2016 Flaxbourne meeting will tabled at the next Assets & Services 
Committee. 

In response to a query raised members were advised that Council will own the Flaxbourne Irrigation scheme. 

Clrs Evans/Mr Hunter: 
That the Minutes of the Flaxbourne Irrigation Scheme Representatives meeting held on 10 February 
2016 be ratified. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Clr Arbuckle declared a conflict of interest and withdrew for this item. 

ATTENDANCE: Brett Walker, Infrastructural Projects Engineer, was present for the following two items. 

P.15/16.400 Out of District Water and Sewer Connection 
Application for 33 Waters Avenue  
W450-004-004-03, W440-003-002-01, PN163723#04 

The report to the Committee sought approval for a water and a sewer connection to provide for an existing 
rural residential property. The site requires out of district approval for both services. 

Members were advised that the property currently contains a dwelling and an office/workshop. The applicant 
would like a connection to the Council’s water reticulation to supply the existing dwelling and the existing 
office/workshop and a connection to the Council’s sewer system for the office/workshop only. It was noted 
that Waters Avenue has a large diameter watermain that runs past the boundary of this property. 

It was noted that construction of a sewer main and associated infrastructure is currently underway to serve 
the Clifford development adjacent to this property, and the Colonial development further to the south. Sewer 
mains will soon run past the boundary of this property. 

Members were advised that the Waters Avenue area is an area that is to be served from the Blenheim water 
supply and the Burleigh sewer system and that the existing Council infrastructure has the capacity to serve 
the additional property. It was reported that there will be limitations to water usage and that a connection fee 
will apply. 

It was noted that development contributions will apply to the new connection as specified within the 
Development contribution Policy and that the demand on the infrastructure from this property is equivalent to 
2.0 Household Equivalent Units. 

Clr Sloan/The Mayor: 

Water 
1. That a metered water connection with RPZ backflow prevention device be approved, with the 

following conditions: 

a. That the approved water connection be used for domestic purposes only. 

b. That a development contribution be paid for 2.0 Household Equivalent Units, and applied 
as per the Development Contributions Policy. 

c. That a water connection fee be paid for Council to supply and install a 20 mm diameter 
metered water connection, complete with a RPZ backflow prevention device. 

d. That the property pay water rates as per Council’s Out of District Connections Rating 
Policy. 

e. That a Blenheim metered water charge be applied for the new connection. This charge is 
set by the MDC Rating Policy and is subject to the standard minimum quarterly charge. 

f. That the approved connection fees and levies to this property be paid within two years of 
this approval. Non-payment within two years will result in forfeit of this out of district 
water approval. 

Sewer 
2. That a sewer connection be approved, with the following conditions: 

a. That the approved sewer connection be used for domestic purposes only, and limited to 
only serve the office/workshop. 

b. That a financial levy of $3,100 (PPI June 2015) be paid. The amount will be adjusted to 
reflect the current Producers Price Index (PPI) at time of payment. 
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c. That a development contribution be paid for 1.0 Household equivalent unit, and applied 
as per the Development Contributions Policy. 

d. A new out of district sewer connection application and approval will be required for any 
additional discharge to the sewer system from this property; ie; the dwelling. 

e. That a sewer connection fee be paid for Council to supply and install a 100 mm diameter 
sewer connection. 

f. That the property pay sewer rates as per Council’s out of district connections rating 
policy. 

g. That the approved connection fees and levies to this property be paid within two years of 
this approval. Non-payment within two years will result in forfeit of this out of district 
sewer approval. 

h. That the property pay geographic area general works and services rates and charges as 
per Council’s Rating Policy. 

Carried 

P.15/16.401 Out of District Water Connection Application for 
120 New Renwick Road  
 W450-004-004-03, PN535127#04 

The report to the Committee sought approval for a water connection to provide for an existing rural 
residential property. The site requires out of district approval. 

It was reported that the property currently contains a dwelling and shares its water supply from an existing 
private well located on the neighbouring property. The applicant now wishes to separate the water supply 
that exists, to allow sale of the neighbouring property without an encumbrance.  

It was noted that New Renwick Road has a large diameter watermain that runs past the boundary of this 
property, and currently serves the Aerodrome Road/Omaka area. 

Members were advised that the existing Council infrastructure has the capacity to serve the additional 
property but there will be limitations to usage. It was reported that a connection fee shall apply to the new 
connection and that the water connection shall be metered, and shall include a reduced pressure backflow 
prevention device. 

It was reported that most houses along Battys Road are connected, however, this property is just outside 
that boundary. 

It was noted that development contributions will apply to each new connection as specified within the 
Development contribution Policy and that the demand on the infrastructure from this property is equivalent to 
1.0 Household Equivalent Unit. 

Clrs Sloan/Hook: 
1. That a metered water connection with RPZ backflow prevention device be approved, with the 

following conditions: 

a. That the approved water connection be used for domestic purposes only for the house. 

b. That a development contribution be paid for 1.0 Household equivalent units and applied 
as per the Development Contributions Policy. 

c. That a water connection fee be paid for Council to supply and install a 20 mm diameter 
metered water connection, complete with a RPZ backflow prevention device. 
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d. That the property pay water rates as per Council’s Out of District Connections Rating 
policy. 

e. That the property pay geographic area general works and services rates and charges as 
per Council’s Rating Policy. 

f. That a Blenheim metered water charge be applied for the new connection. This charge is 
set by the MDC Rating Policy and is subject to the standard minimum quarterly charge. 

2. That the approved connection fees and levies to this property be paid within two years of this 
approval. Non-payment within two years will result in forfeit of this out of district water 
approval. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Alec McNeil, Solid Waste Manager, was present for the following two items. 

P.15/16.402 Out of Region Waste Enquiry W300-005-001-05 
The report to the Committee discussed an out of region waste enquiry.  

Members were advised that Council has received a waste enquiry to accept fragmentiser or flock from 
Christchurch. It was reported that this waste can contain hazardous materials. It was noted that the 
Bluegums landfill has a waste acceptance protocol that considers the impact on the surrounding environs 
and on the quality of the leachate discharged from site to the sewage ponds from any proposed waste 
streams. 

It was noted that this material could provide an additional income stream to the site but the space consumed 
by this material would bring the landfill closing date back to 2068 (incorrectly noted in agenda as 2058) 
instead of 2081.  

There was considerable discussion on the whether the acceptance of other towns waste was consistent with 
the work that is currently being undertaken in establishing the CIF to divert materials away from the landfill to 
extend the landfill’s life and whether the initial financial gains warrant the long term effect of shorting the life 
of the landfill. It was also noted that by accepting the waste this could then set a precedent for other districts 
to make similar approaches. 

Clrs Sloan/Andrews: 
That the proposal to accept out of region waste from Christchurch be declined. 

Carried 

P.15/16.403 Waste Fees and Charges W300-006-011-04 
The report to the Committee discussed waste inputs to the Commercial Industrial Sorting Facility (CIF) and 
the waste fees and charging mechanism. 

Mr McNeil advised members that the CIF is scheduled to open in November 2016 with the facility operating 
on a user pays principle with a gate fee being charged based on the weight of material being dumped. The 
process of charging for weight was outlined to members. 

Members were advised that the new weighing methodology at the CIF will mean that all waste including 
official Council refuse bags will be subject to a charge based on weight. It was noted that presently Council 
refuse bags are currently accepted the waste facility at no charge but for this to occur at the new site it would 
mean manning both entrances which would increase costs. It was noted that there was consideration given 
to having a designated drop site but it was considered that this could attract other wastes like fridges. 



Assets & Services Committee – 3 May 2016 – Page 11 

 

It was noted that green waste would be included on the weigh bridge and that the fee would be half the fee 
of the landfill. It was reported that the weigh bridge system will remove a number of variables. 

Clrs Bagge/Hook: 
That all incoming waste to the Commercial Industrial Sorting Facility (CIF) will incur a gate fee based 
on weight. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clrs Hook and Arbuckle withdrew from the meeting at 3.35pm. 

P.15/16.404 Information Package - 
It was requested that staff review the naming of Riverside Park. 

Clrs Sloan/Evans: 
That the Assets and Services Information Package dated 3 May 2016 be received and noted. 

Carried 

A.15/16.405  Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded - 

Clr Sloan/The Mayor:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

- Memorial Ashes Beam – Tuamarina Cemetery 
The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are 
as follows: 

General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Memorial Ashes Beam – 
Tuamarina Cemetery 

To enable the Council, as 
holder of the information, to 
carry on, without prejudice 
or disadvantage, 
negotiations (including 
commercial and industrial 
negotiations) provided for 
under Section 7(2)(i) 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings of 
the meeting would be likely to result 
in the disclosure of information for 
which good reason for withholding 
exists under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 4.25 pm. 

Record No. 1676472 
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