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Report and Minutes of a Meeting of the  
COMMUNITY & FINANCE COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on TUESDAY, 9 February 2016 commencing at 9.00 am 

Present 
Councillors J C Leggett (Chairperson), B G Dawson, C J Brooks, J P Bagge, G S Barsanti, 
J L Andrews, D D Oddie, L M Shenfield, Mayor A T Sowman and T M Sloan. 

Also Present 
Councillors G I T Evans, J A Arbuckle, T E Hook, and P J S Jerram. 

In Attendance 
Messrs M F Fletcher (Manager, Corporate Finance Department), D G Heiford (Manager, Economic, 
Community & Support Services Department), and N Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

The Chairman advised members that Item 9 – Rating Definition of Separately Used or Inhabited Part 
of a Rating Unit (SUIP) has been withdrawn. It is being reviewed by Simpson Grierson and will be 
presented at a subsequent meeting. 

A.15/16.222  2016 Triennial Election Resolutions  
 D050-004-016-01 

The report to the Committee sought resolutions on the appointment of an Electoral Officer and the 
order of candidate names on the voting document for the upcoming Triennial Election. 

Members were advised that Dean Heiford is the current Electoral Officer and it was agreed that he 
remain in this role. Following discussion it was also agreed that the order of candidates’ names on the 
document be in random order.  

It was noted that the election timetable was attached to the agenda item and that it will be available as 
a public record. 

In response to a question raised Mr Heiford advised that voting forms are scanned into a secure 
database and that two passwords are required to access any information. It was noted that progress 
results are not made in local body elections and that results are reported following the close of polling.  

Clrs Bagge/Barsanti:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That Council resolve in relation to the 2016 Triennial Elections: 

2.1. That it be noted that Dean Heiford is the Electoral Officer for Council.  
2.2. That the order of candidates’ names on the voting document be in random order. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Judith Hellstrom was present for the following item. 

A.15/16.223  Cook 250th Anniversary Commemorations 
2019/2020 A200-003-07 

The report to the Committee provided an update to Council on progress with the proposed 
Captain Cook 250th Anniversary commemorations in December 2019 and January 2020 and beyond.  
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Ms Judith Hellstrom, representing Dr J Hellstrom, advised members that Marlborough is planning on 
commemorating the anniversary in January 2020. Ms Hellstrom noted that there has been significant 
progress made with regards to planning for the Commemorations.  

Members were advised that as it is a national event with commemorations occurring across the 
country that a number of Trusts have been formed to focus on events associated with the arrival of 
Captain Cook. It was noted that it is proposed that a Trust be set up to further the planning and 
development of events in Marlborough. Members were advised that the proposed Marlborough Trust  
members currently are Dr John Hellstrom and an iwi representative as co-chair, Barry Maister, 
Raymond Smith, Ivan Sutherland, Ron Crosby, Ian Mitchell, John Mitchell representative from 
Te Atiawa, Cressida Bishop, Richard Bradley representative for Rangitane and Peter Jerram. There is 
also likely to be an ex officio rep from the Council and from the Department of Conservation. 

It was reported that Cabinet has agreed that the Ministry for Culture and Heritage (MoCH) will 
coordinate a national group for the commemorations. The MoCH is to submit a budget for the 2016 
Government Budget process for the commemorations. It was noted that there will be local funding 
required to access Government funding and to cover those items not funded centrally.  Members were 
advised that the proposed Marlborough Trust for the commemorations will also seek sponsorship and 
co-funding for various elements of the commemorations along with making a submission to the Annual 
Plan process. 

Members were advised that there will be the need for project management and event funding so it is 
anticipated that a paper outlining costs will be included in the Council Budget agenda.   

It was noted that Council staff are assisting with coordination and support until funding/staffing 
decisions are made in the 2016 Government and Council budgets. 

Clrs Brooks/Andrews:   
1. That the report be received. 

2. That Council endorse, in principle, the formation of the proposed Trust for the 
Marlborough Cook 250th commemorations and the priorities and work streams for the 
commemorations. 

3. That a budget paper be prepared for the 2016/17 Annual Plan outlining the potential 
funding, project and event management required for the project. 

Carried 

A.15/16.224  MIA On-street Dining  
R800-009-01, PN406529#02 

The report to the Committee sought approval from Council for MIA to establish an on-street dining 
area at 14 Scott Street. 

Clr Sloan reported that representatives from businesses surrounding MIA were present and that they 
wished to present a letter to this Committee regarding MIA’s application. Members were advised that 
the representatives were from Figaro's, Blenheim Electronics, Salvation Army, Ken Ham’s Music Shop 
and the Dive Shop which are businesses immediately surrounding MIA. 

The Chairman received the letter and advised members that it appeared to be in opposition to the 
request for on-street dining being made by MIA. It was reported that the applicant does need to get 
support from the surrounding businesses to progress their proposal. 

It was reported that there is a Parking Policy meeting this afternoon which is meeting to review the 
parking in and around the CBD and that this matter could be dealt with as part of this strategy.  
Following discussion members agreed that the matter should lie on the table for discussion at the 
Parking Policy meeting. It was also noted that MIA should meet with the surrounding businesses to 
reach a possible agreement. 

Clrs Leggett/Sloan:   
That the issue of MIA On-street Dining lie on the table and MIA meet with surrounding 
businesses to discuss their concerns. 
Carried 
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A.15/16.225  Parking Building – Naming of Foyer  
 R800-002-03 

The report asked that Council reconsider the proposal from Mr Phil Brown on the naming of the 
northern foyer of the parking building. 

Members were aware that Mr Brown’s original naming proposal was declined and that Clrs Brooks and 
Andrews were given leave to explore other options with Mr Brown.  

Members were advised that Councillors Andrews and Brooks have met with Mr Brown and that the 
suggested option is that the signing be kept internal and that the information on the sign go further 
back to include more historical information on the site rather than just about the Lucas Brothers. It was 
noted that the cost has increased as the sign is larger and would also be vandalism proofed.  

Members were advised that Mr Brown has agreed to pay half with the balance being paid for by 
Council.  It was noted that Council’s share could be met out of underspent maintenance budget for the 
parking building. 

Clrs Brooks/Andrews:   
1. That Council agree to the proposed history panel in the Northern foyer of the Parking 

Building. 

2. That the costs be split 50/50 between Council and Mr Brown. 

Carried 

A.15/16.226  2016-17 Annual Plan Consultation Document: 
Consultation Plan F230-A16-02 

The report to the Committee sought approval for the details of the proposed public consultation for the 
forthcoming 2016-17 Annual Plan Consultation Document. 

Members were advised that the recent changes to the LGA mean that whilst councils are required to 
adopt an Annual Plan, consultation is only required if there are significant or material differences from 
the content of the LTP for the financial year to which the proposed AP relates.   

It was noted that an assessment has been made of the items that will be included in the forthcoming 
Budget agenda and the proposals are deemed to be significant or material and therefore a 
consultation document is required. The consultation period will take place from 7 April – 9 May 2016.  

Members were advised that a consultation programme has been devised and this was included in the 
agenda item.  Mr Henry noted that in response to a suggestion from iwi regarding specific 
engagement with them an opportunity for this discussion to occur has been included in this timetable. 

It was noted that this is an important opportunity for constituents to talk to Council and it is crucial to 
have as many occasions available for discussion as possible. 

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:   
That the proposed 2016-17 Annual Plan Consultation Document is adopted. 

Carried 

A.15/16.227  Zone Levies F230-A16-05 
The report to the Committee recommended that the current Zone Levies applicable to developments 
in the North West Zone be converted to Development Contributions. 

Members were advised that Zone Levies are currently charged as Financial Contributions on the North 
West Development Zone under the provisions of the Wairau/Awatere Resource Management Plan. It 
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was noted that Council is in the process of reviewing its Resource Management Plan and the Draft 
Plan makes no provision for charging financial contributions. 

It was reported that these levies recover the “within subdivision development costs” that would 
normally be met by the developer. The reason Council incurred these costs is that the North West 
Zone had multiple property owners and as a result, while individual property owners could have done 
their own developments, it would have resulted in inefficient development across the whole Zone. 
Instead Council has provided the core infrastructure and through the Zone Levy has sought to recover 
these costs. 

It was noted that large “single owner” subdividers who provide all their own “within subdivision” 
infrastructure are not charged Zone Levies. 

Members were advised that with the upcoming changes to Council’s Resource Management Plan and 
legislation and the need to retain equity, there is the need to replicate the current Zone Levy Policy in 
Council’s Development Contribution Policy. It was reported that developers in the North West Zone will 
not face any additional costs as a result of the change. 

Clrs Oddie/Barsanti:   
That Council agree to establish the current North West Zone Levy as a Development 
Contribution Levy. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Hook and Sloan declared an interest in the Targeted Tourism Rate motion and did 
not take part in discussions nor vote on the issue. 

A.15/16.228  Targeted Tourism Rate F230-A16-05 
The report to Committee sought a review of the current targeted tourism charge rating policy and the 
property type levies prior to the 2016-17 year. 

Members were advised on the current policy and it was noted that currently under this policy there are 
23 properties that are levied targeted charges under both the tourism activity group and the 
accommodation group. It was reported that if the levy is reduced this would also reduce the grant to 
Destination Marlborough. 

It was noted that Clrs Leggett and Shenfield had met and have proposed that the Policy be amended 
so where a tourism operator operates in two or more tourism groups, only the highest applicable 
tourism charge will be levied. A tourism operator currently levied both a targeted tourism activity and 
an accommodation tourism charge would then be levied only for the higher tourism activity charge. 

Clrs Shenfield/Sowman:   
That Council agree to change the current Tourism Charges Policy by adding the following 
paragraph at the end of the policy: 

"Where a tourism operator operates in two or more of the groups above, only the highest 
applicable group charge will be levied". 

Carried 

A.15/16.229  Marlborough District Libraries Activity 
Report – December 2015 L300-018-001-02 

The District Libraries Manager Glenn Webster, presented his report which updated Council on the 
operations of the library services. 
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Members were advised that the preliminary design stage work is progressing for the new Picton 
Library and Service Centre. The team and public are very excited about what is happening and this 
has been made easier by the architects who have been excellent to work with. 

Mr Webster advised that the Summer Reading Programme has been completed with a total of 203 
children completing the programme. It was noted that staff encouraged children to try different topics 
to expand their reading horizons. Children loved coming in to talk about their reading and started to 
develop strong bonds with staff members. Over 100 children attended the finale parties which were 
held at Pollard Park and the Picton School Hall.  

Members were advised of the January statistics with particular note given to the amount of check-ins 
and check-outs for 5 January which reached a total figure of 6,127. 

There was general discussion on possible facilities in the new library particularly toilet facilities. It was 
noted that libraries are a central part of a community and the statistics for the library have also shown 
there is a definite increase in library use when cruise ships are in port. Mr Webster advised that there 
would be three unisex toilets provided in the new library and the different needs of users are at the 
forefront of their design. 

In response to a question raised Mr Webster noted that rural libraries were receiving books but there 
was underutilisation of the service. There are also a number of rest homes where staff have organised 
to collect and return books for the rest home residents and this is working well. 

It was noted that the library Wi-Fi is well utilised which does create waiting times for users. It was 
suggested that advertising the alternative free Wi-Fi areas in the CBD could help alleviate the 
congestion. Mr Webster agreed to organise displays within the library advertising the free CBD Wi-Fi 
areas. 

Clrs Barsanti/Sloan: 
That the report be received. 

Carried 

A.15/16.230  Treasury Management Report for Period 
Ended 31 December 2015 F290-006-15 

The Manager Corporate Finance advised members that the external borrowings figure for point 13, 
page 25, should read $28M not $2M. 

Council’s Treasury Management Report for the quarter ended 31 December 2015 was presented to 
the Committee by the Manager Corporate Finance. 

Details of Council funds and investments were provided. Total investments held are $11,213,723. 

As at 31 December 2015 Council has $29.34 million of external borrowings, of which $28 million is 
hedged. MDC Holdings Limited’s borrowings as at 31 December 2015 were $60.28 million. 

Clrs Sowman/Shenfield: 
That Council receive the Treasury Management Report for the period ended 31 December 2015. 

Carried 

A.15/16.231  Financial Report for Council – Period Ended 
31 December 2015 F275-002-15 

The Manager Corporate Finance presented Council’s financial report for the period ended 
31 December 2015. 

The Income Statement reported a deficit of $1.44M for the year to date. This is a $3.43M improvement 
on the $4.86M budgeted deficit. Budgeted capital expenditure for the year is $71.04M including 
$19.72M of carryovers from the 2014-15 financial year. Actual expenditure of $11.84M to the end of 
December is $5.36M slower than the same period last year ($17.2M) and $13.07M less than budgeted 
for the year to date.   
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Clrs Barsanti/Sloan: 
That the financial report for the period ended 31 December 2015 be received. 

Carried 

A.15/16.232  Debtors Overdue Report as at 
31 December 2015 F220-002-020-15 

The Debtors’ Report as at 31 December 2015 was presented to the Committee for information. 

The Property Leases and Licences Debtors’ Report as at 31 December 2015 was also presented for 
Councillors’ information. 

Clrs Bagge/Barsanti: 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

A.15/16.233  Rates Report as at 31 December 2015 
 F270-28-14 

The Rate Levies Status Report and Rate Arrears Aged Balance Report as at 31 December 2015 were 
reported on. 

Council collected 49.05% of the overall rates levied for 2015-2016 (inclusive of arrears) and this 
compares with 48.88% at this time last year.   

The Water Billing Debtors Report as at 31 December 2015 was presented. It was noted that the 
current balance of $633,661 includes the quarterly water billing for all areas except Awatere.   

It was noted that the Debt Management report gave members a summary of action taken and results 
achieved to date.  

Clrs Andrews/Barsanti: 
That the report be received. 

Carried 

A.15/16.234  Decision to Conduct Business with the 
Public Excluded - 

Clrs Sloan/Shenfield:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, 
namely: 

- Debtors’ Overdue Report 
The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 
48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of 
this resolution are as follows: 

General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 
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Debtors’ Overdue Report In order to protect the 
privacy of natural persons, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(a). 

That the public conduct of the 
relevant part of the proceedings of 
the meeting would be likely to result 
in the disclosure of information for 
which good reason for withholding 
exists under Section 7 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 10.33 am. 
 
Record No: 1622674 
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