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Minutes of a Meeting of the  
Marlborough District Council to hear submissions on the 2016-17 Draft Annual Plan 

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on TUESDAY 7 JUNE, WEDNESDAY 8 JUNE, THURSDAY 9 JUNE 2016 

commencing at 8.30 am  

Present 
Mayor A T Sowman, Clrs J L Andrews, J A Arbuckle, J P Bagge, G S Barsanti, C J Brooks, B G Dawson, 
G I T Evans, T E Hook, P J S Jerram, J C Leggett, D D Oddie, L M Shenfield and T M Sloan. 

In Attendance 
Mr M F Fletcher (Manager, Corporate Finance), Mr M J South (Financial Services Manager) and 
Ms N J Chauval (Committee Secretary) 

Attendance 
That an apology for lateness from Clrs P J S Jerram (Tuesday 7 June arrived 9.02 am), J C Leggett 
(Thursday 9 June arrived 10.42 am) was received. 

C.15/16.428 Draft Annual Plan 2016-17 F230-A16-10-04 
 

The Mayor welcomed those present. 

There were 398 submissions received and of those 104 submitters spoke to their submission.  

The following speakers had indicated that they would speak to their submissions but either withdrew prior to 
the Hearing date or did not appear at their alloted time. 

• 67 Paul Williams (withdrew prior to Hearing) 
• 101 John Malthus (withdrew prior to Hearing) 
• 172 David Paul (withdrew prior to Hearing) 
• 225 Tania Jones (withdrew prior to Hearing) 
• 300 Trudy Richards, Trustpower (withdrew prior to Hearing) 
• 408 Carl Beaumont (withdrew prior to Hearing) 
• 276 Hazel Monk (did not show for appointment) 
• 356 Brian Morris (did not show for appointment) 
• 326 Candi Callaghan (did not show for appointment) 

The following is a summary of those that spoke to their submission: 

Peter Chapman (submitter ID 277) Mr Chapman spoke to his submission which discussed a number of 
issues. Mr Chapman provided a presentation (Trim Rec No: 16110634) and noted that the theme of his 
presentation was that maybe he has got it all wrong. Mr Chapman discussed his take on smart & connected 
and the visitor economy for which he provided a number websites that members could refer to.  

Gwenda Muir (submitter ID 116) questioned whether charging everybody for water was reasonable and 
noted that there needs to be further assessment on the ways to pay for water. Noted that she doesn’t agree 
with the three options provided in the Annual Plan as it does not consider the 5690 superannuates that 
currently reside in Marlborough who are on a low income and can least afford a further increase in their 
rates.  

Ms Muir advised members that the increase in superannuation payments has in no way kept up with the 
increased costs of living which also included the rate increases over the last seven years. Ms Muir noted that 
this age group contributes hugely to this economy by way of voluntary hours undertaken for organisations, 
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support groups, education and health sector. She also noted that the number of people in this demographic 
will increase considerably going forward.  

In closing she asked that Council go back to the drawing board to come up with a better solution in solving 
the water issue. 

Deedee Bancroft, Blenheim Residents and Ratepayers Association (Submitter ID 197). Sallie Bancroft spoke 
on behalf of Deedee. Ms Bancroft noted the key points of Deedee Bancroft’s submission. Ms Bancroft went 
on to request that the Commercial Events Co-ordinator Role and the Conventions Bureau be incorporated 
into one role and that Council members also consider creating ‘elderly areas’ in our community. It was noted 
that she has seen similar areas in Christchurch that the elderly utilise. Clr Andrews advised that Reserves 
are aware of this type of facility and that it is being progressed. 

Ms Bancroft also noted that Marlborough is more than just wine and that we have a main river that runs 
through the town which could be better utilised. Ms Bancroft also noted that there should be input from local 
iwi to design a ‘pou’ as part of the entrance signage design that is currently being planned. 

Anthony Mullen and Tim Thomas, Blenheim Business Association (Submitter ID 189). A presentation was 
provided to members (Trim No: 16110723) which showed images of the improvements completed todate in 
the CBD. Members were given a brief history of the recent formation of BBA. Mr Mullen noted that the vision 
of the group is to be ‘a vibrant and sustainable economic environment focusing on the CBD’. Mr Mullen 
advised members that the group is aiming to raise a further $28,000 to add to what Council currently 
provides to the group. Mr Mullen provided a cost summary for the streetscape upgrade and identified the 
areas that they will be focusing on. 

Members were advised that they are wanting to contract someone to help with creating an Online presence, 
scheduling of events in the CBD and supporting other organisations/groups in the events sector ie; St Clair 
half marathon. Mr Mullen noted that they do wish to proceed with establishing a BID but acknowledged that 
in the interim the group does need to gain some creditability and then investigate undertaking the BID 
process again. 

Mr Mullen raised the current liquor ban status in Market Place and suggested that this needs to be reviewed. 
Members were advised that the BBA want to be the go to group that enables groups and businesses to work 
together to create a thriving CBD and province. 

Mr Thomas noted the progress that had been made by the group so far in particular Wynen Street, Forum 
bean bags and planter boxes. Members were advised that there has been a lot of good feedback. He 
discussed the third stage which will further enhance the area.  

Mr Thomas noted that though there has been huge progress there is still a way to go and that there now 
needs to be a push towards putting some vibrancy back into the town centre as it is starting to look tired. He 
noted that by replacing park benches, rubbish bins and updating the parking technology and lights that these 
small changes would significantly improve the town centre.  

In response to a query on timeframes Mr Thomas noted that they would like to see it completed within 2-3 
years. Total cost summary of Streetscape upgrade ($2,243,789). 

In response to a query regarding where Scott Street sat in the upgrade. Mr Thomas noted that initially there 
was someone from Scott Street on the BBA but due to illness has resigned and that they are currently 
seeking a member from a business in that area. 

John Maffey (Submitter ID 71). A handout was circulated to members (Trim No: 16110139). Mr Maffey 
congratulated Council on the work that had been done so far. He advised that he endorsed and supported 
the entrance for Riverlands and noted that for signs simplicity is best. He suggested large river boulders with 
the word Blenheim in metal be installed before Riverlands. He also noted that there needs to be more 
promotion on Blenheim in its own right rather than just focusing on wine.  

Clr Jerram noted the Landscape Group has a restricted budget but he will raise Mr Maffey’s suggestions at 
the next Landscape Group’s meeting. 
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Sallie Bancroft (Submitter ID 21). Ms Bancroft spoke to members on the possibility of having signage for the 
courtesy crossings. She noted that while visiting Hanmer Springs she observed that all nationalities stopped 
at these signs before using the courtesy crossings. Asked that members seriously consider her 
recommendation and not wait until someone gets hit before undertaking any action. Noted that it should be 
rolled out nationally. 

Members noted that the idea is a positive move. 

Yvonne Wratt, Grovetown Residents Association (Submitter ID 322). Ms Wratt noted that this is not the first 
time she has made a submission to the Annual Plan on the Grovetown Sewerage project, stormwater and 
the interest rate on internal loans. She requested that Council fix an unfair decision that she feels was made 
in the past. 

It was agreed that a meeting with Ms Wratt be arranged to try and reach a resolution on these matters. 

ATTENDANCE: The Hearing adjourned at 10.00 am and resumed at 10.42 am. 

The Mayor advised that it was suitable for Clr C J Brooks to remain at the table during Ms Johnson’s 
submission but advised that it would be necessary for Clr Brooks to withdraw from the table at the 
deliberations Hearing meeting. 

Justine Johnson, Tim Barton, Rosanne Anderson, Te Whanau Hou Grovetown Lagoon Incorporated Society 
(Submitter ID 175). A presentation was provided to members (Trim No. 16110146). The Grovetown Lagoon 
are requesting $35,000 to assist the Society in building a bridge across Steam Wharf Stream. The total cost 
of the project is $65,000, they have secured funding of $30,000. It was noted that they are unable to proceed 
with the project without the remainder of the funds.  

Members were advised that they are developing a 3.8 km circuit track around the outside of the lagoon for 
public access. It was noted that the lagoon has three tributaries that need to be bridged and culverted before 
the public can have access to the walkway. The largest of the crossings is the 20 metre wide tributary of 
Steam Wharf Stream for which they are seeking the funding to build. An image of the footbridge as included 
with their presentation. Members were advised that the bridge will be an essential link to enable the public to 
make a complete circuit of the lagoon.  

Mr Barton noted that sponsors continue to approach the Society to aid in further development ie; Fulton 
Hogan. 

It was reported that the next project is the The Big Bush which is asking Marlborough to establish the 
kahikatea on a tree by tree basis. 

It was noted that the Grovetown Lagoon have received funding for half of the costs and are asking Council 
for the balance. Members were advised that they wish to award the contract as soon as possible, this is to 
ensure that they don’t miss out on the price that has been quoted and also the funding that has been 
sourced so far. 

Glenice Paine, Te Atiawa Manawhenua ki Te Tau Ihu Trust (Submitter ID 187). Glenice was unable to attend 
the Hearings due to a bereavement, Bruno Brosnan spoke on her behalf. The Mayor asked that Bruno pass 
on his condolences to Glenice and whanau on Pat’s passing. 

Members were advised that it is post settlement from 2014 and Te Atiawa are now focusing on its areas of 
important. Mr Brosnan noted that Te Atiawa is dissatisfied with the engagement/consultation process that 
was undertaken for the Consultation Document.  

It was noted that a meeting with the Mayor and CEO was held where concerns were discussed and 
assurances made that processes will be put in place to ensure that it doesn’t happen in the future. 

Mr Brosnan noted that Te Atiawa does not believe that ratepayers should subsidise developers and that the 
Flaxbourne Irrigation Scheme should pay its own way as the resulting irrigation would provide productive 
opportunity for landowners. 
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Members were advised that in regards to the drinking water they don’t support the Council’s preferred option 
3 as in terms of residential scheme costs they are significant. Mr Brosnan noted that for its members it is 
prohibitive and a disincentive for Te Atiawa members to come back to their home particularly when 
Picton/Waikawa requires significant upgrade. Mr Brosnan advised that they support option 2 as it would give 
Picton a reduction in the overall rate as Picton is likely to face an increase in rates in the future. Keep rates 
down now to soften the increase later on. 

Peter Beech (Submitter 280). Mr Beech;s presentation was circulated to members (Trim No. 16110137). 
Mr Beech acknowledged the presence of Noeline, Bruce, Caroline, Nozz, Pauline and Dig who were in 
attendance to support Peter. 

Mr Beech sought $15,000 to enable research to be completed on the fire risk to Picton and Waikawa 
residents from wilding wattle and pine trees on the urban/rural boundary. It would also be used to provide 
options and costs for solutions to reduce this fire risk. 

Mr Beech advised members that he had also received $2,500 from the Sounds Restoration Trust towards 
the management plan. 

ATTENDANCE Clr P J S Jerram rejoined the Hearing at 11.19 am. 

Clr J L Andrews queried how out of town residents would be kept in the loop. Mr Beech acknowledged that 
this is really just the first step but noted that the Restoration Trust has a process that they will work through 
to ensure things are done and residents are kept informed. 

Margaret Hassan & Christene Tufnell, Duncan Bay Residents Association (Submitter ID 244). Margaret 
provided a presentation to her submission (Trim No. 16110135). 

Ms Hassan advised members that they do not support water rates being spread across all ratepayers 
equally. Ms Hassan went on to explain to members that Duncan Bay residents currently have their own 
water scheme which they are aiming to gain DWSNZ compliance for. 

It was noted that the scheme supplies a permanent population of approximately 20 people, with a population 
of around 200 people during peak times. 

Ms Hassan was advised that the water rates in the consultation document will not apply to the Duncan Bay 
Residents as they are not users of Council provided water. 

Tracy Johnston General Manager, Destination Marlborough and Barbara Faulls and David Taylor (Submitter 
ID 312). Ms Johnston spoke to members on the submission to Council to increase the operating grant for 
DM by $20,000 (CPI adjusted annually) to maintain levels of service. To approve the proposal to fund a 
full-time position in the Marlborough Convention Bureau operated by Destination Marlborough from 1 July 
2016. Provision of funds to complete both internal and external improvements to Picton i-Site to bring up to 
Health and Safety standards and respond to cruise growth. 

It was noted that there is anticipated to be a 50% increase in cruise ship activity which is stretching 
resources.  

In response to a query regarding the $20,000 Ms Johnston advised that it primarily supports the staff base to 
maintain the Havelock i-site to build their knowledge and then utilise them within other areas. This will mean 
they are more effective next session. Also it is about the cruise ship days, as there is a lot of work prior to the 
ships coming in. Making sure we have staff resources who are fully trained to ensure that all cruise visitors 
and others alike have a valuable Marlborough experience. 

Clr Shenfield requested a copy of the commission sale value for the Havelock i-site. Ms Johnston to action. 

Mr Heiford noted that work is being done on obtaining costs on toilets etc for Councillor’s information and 
discussion. It was noted that there is the possibility of having a total plan but broken down into manageable 
stages and priorities. It was noted that it does need to be done well and that it be designed to meet the 
demands now and in the future. 
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Margaret McHugh (Submitter ID 373). Ms McHugh advised members that she wants to see a reduction in the 
Theatre Trust’s operation grant. Considers that the Smart & Connected has gone way beyond its original 
mandate. Queried the increase in budget for the Commercial Events coordination role and that Council 
already provides funding for festivals and events so why introduce the Commercial Events fund. Questioned 
the purpose of the Convention bureau. 

Noted that the Grants Sub-Committee should only be overseeing the govt funding which it was set up for and 
a separate sub-committee be established, made up of councillors, to handle rate funded grants. Suggests 
the criteria should be tightened and the budget decreased by half. 

Ms McHugh noted that MDC is good at communicating with stakeholders but needs to make improvements 
with the ratepayer. Suggests that referendums are the only fair way to go so all ratepayers have their say on 
projects such as new theatre etc. Also noted that it would be appreciated if the IT stuff could be made easier 
for the likes of people in her age bracket. 

At this point Ms McHugh circulated an invitation to members to attend a Picton stakeholders meeting to be 
held on 15 June. Ms McHugh explained the they are looking to establish a Picton Havelock and the 
Marlborough Sounds Tourism group.  

In response to a query regarding the number of groups already in Picton that have a similar brief Ms McHugh 
noted that if it falls over at least they have given it a go. It was noted that they are prepared to work 
alongside DM but aim for an equal relationship.  

ATTENDANCE: Clr B G Dawson withdrew from the Hearing at 12.20 pm. 

Members were advised that the stakeholders Group would be under the Smart and Connected regime and 
that anybody who has a business is welcome to attend. It was noted that 65 people have been personally 
invited to attend the meeting.  

ATTENDANCE: The Hearing adjourned at 12.48 pm and reconvened at 1.30 pm. 

ATTENDANCE: Clr B G Dawson rejoined the Hearing at 1.30pm. 

Hans Neilson, Havelock Community Association (Submitter ID 210). A presentation was provided to 
members (Trim No. 16110153). Bruce Chamberlain spoke to the submission from the HCA. He thanked 
Council for their financial contribution which has meant that they were able to open the Havelock i-site which 
has been a huge success. Mr Chamberlain acknowledged the local staff who manned the facility which was 
invaluable. He requested that the financial support be continued as HCA want to build on the success that 
was generated this year. He noted that the i-site provides a special enhancement for the Havelock township 
and visitors. 

Ms Faulls also noted that having the i-site in Havelock has been extremely beneficial with positive reports 
from business operators. It was reported that the air show will be here next year and there is a number of 
other events happening which will benefit from having access to the i-site. 

Hans Neilson acknowledged the success of the i-site and the community spirit that has further developed 
over the last 12 months. He noted that the Havelock Hub houses the HCA, Havelock Vision 2020 Trust, 
Pelorus FM Community Radio and a rentable hot-desk which is utilised by the community and service 
providers. Members were advised that HCA has taken over the management of the community hub site. 

Mr Neilson requested the following financial assistance - $3,000 towards the hub rental, $7,000 for addition 
infrastructure to support increased capacity generated by the hub, $23,000 contribution towards the total 
required to operate the Havelock i-site. It was noted that if they are unsuccessful in securing the $23,000 
they will not be able to operate the i-site which would be a significant blow to the community. Financial 
assistance for the Havelock Community Boardwalk of $181,360. Mr Neilson noted that they have a fantastic 
Boardwalk working group along with a tremendous amount of community support and enthusiasm. 

Mr Neilson asked that Council formally acknowledge the working group and requested that a Council 
representative attend their monthly meetings. 

ATTENDANCE: Clr J P Bagge rejoined the Hearing at 1.53 pm. 
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Members were advised that there is time pressure as the linked pathway is progressing and they want to 
have the boardwalk completed at a similar time to the linked pathway. 

Lorain Day (Submitter ID 98). Expressed concerns at the layout of the water question in that the preferred 
option was emphasised more than the other not so preferred options. Good clean drinking water is a human 
right. A reliable drinking water source is valuable now more than ever. Felt Council was manipulating the 
ratepayer and selling them short. Expediency and what will win the next election. Protect the right of all 
ratepayers. Biggest issue finding a way to make good quality drinking is affordable for all. We are all in the 
same boat and it is time to be fair. 

John Kelly, Renwick Smart + Connected (Submitter ID 188). A presentation was provided to members (Trim 
No. 16110155). Mr Kelly advised that a huge effort has been put in by the group and noted that the majority 
has been voluntary. He also acknowledged the support from Council by way of staff and financial.   

Members were advised that through Renwick residents monitoring their own water use this was the first time 
in a number of years that there were no water restrictions, which is a great achievement and evidence of a 
successful community working together for the betterment of all.  

Mr Kelly discussed the options that had been put out for consultation and reported that Renwick supports 
option 3. He did note that if water issues are not solved small communities will become smaller and less 
viable in the future due to the lack of quality water. 

Requested that current funding for the recycling centre remain as it is an important facility to offer Renwick 
residents. 

It was reported that the current location of the playground has meant it has been subject to vandalism and 
that they are requesting that the playground be upgraded and sited at the Renwick Domain. It was also 
suggested that the proposal to upgrade the playground in three years be brought forward to this year to 
coincide with the Scouts jamboree in December.  

Mr Kelly advised that the Renwick Smart and Connected Group have identified off road trails for walking and 
cycling as a priority. It was noted that the Renwick S+C, with the assistance of the Bike Walk Marlborough 
Trust (BWMT, has received funding for another path from Rapaura Road to the Wairau River Stopbank. It 
was noted that BWEMT has budgeted a further $7500 to help with this project. Renwick S+C also intends to 
apply to the Lion Foundation for the remaining shortfall of $10,000, however, if this application is 
unsuccessful they would like to seek financial assistance from Council for the $10,000 to complete the 
project. 

Members were updated on the village beautification projects and it was noted that a number of quick projects 
like the landscaping around sports field are being identified which they would like to have completed prior to 
the Scouts Jamboree event. Mr Kelly noted that there will be a request for funding to assist in this project but 
at this stage no figures available. 

Members were advised of the projects for the beautification plan and it was noted that these are things that 
can be done on a piecemeal basis. Mr Kelly noted that Renwick S+C are investigating becoming an 
incorporated society to be able to apply to other funding sources. 

It was noted that they are also wanting to include the history of the area onto story boards which would be 
installed around the district. Mr Kelly finished his presentation with a potential sign for Renwick ‘Renwick 
New Zealand’s premier wine region’ for member’s information. 

Budyong, Hill Renwick Smart and Connected Water Group (Submitter ID 32). Mr Hill was overseas at the 
time of the Hearings so John Kelly spoke on his behalf.  Mr Kelly advised members that the Renwick Smart 
and Connected Water Group resoundingly supports option 3 as the funding model for the supplying of good 
quality water. 

Jane Buckman (Submitter ID 287). Spoke to her submission on creating a dog park in Renwick. Noted that a 
drawing had been included with her submission on the suggested layout and location of the dog park. Fits 
the physical benefit of landscapes such as wind shelter. Ms Buckman supports the ongoing development 
and Foxes Island Road and SH Renwick. 



 

Council Hearing on the 2016-17 Draft Annual Plan - 7, 8, 9 June 2016 - Page 7 

Clr J A Arbuckle advised Ms Buckman that the project is progressing with quotes being sought from potential 
contractors.  

Lilian Broadhurst, Awatere Community Trust (Submitter ID 195). Circulated a handout to Councillors (Trim 
No: 16110132). Ms Broadhurst advised that they are seeking an additional Seddon transfer station for locals 
and seasonal visitors to deposit recyclables. It was noted that the township is made up of a large number of 
transient and seasonal workers and the hours of work for many of them does not coincide with the Seddon 
Refuge open hours.  

Clr J P Bagge advised that she will discuss the proposal with Alec McNeil Council’s Solid Waste Manager 
and then bring to the Decision meeting on Monday. 

Mrs Broadhurst went on to discuss the request for two Rainbow seats. This initiative is to provide 
‘rainbowseats’ for those requiring a ride. It would be specifically for those living in isolated areas wanting to 
travel to town which does not have a regular bus services. Noted that they are seeking support from Council 
and Marlborough Roads. The Trust will lobby local Seddon and Marlborough contractors for the funds to 
purchase the seats with possible donations of time and materials from local businesses as well. 

Charmaine Hammond, Awatere Valley Trust (Submitter ID 310). A presentation was provided to members 
(Trim No. 16110158). A number of other Trustees were present for the hearing. 

Ms Hammond spoke to her submission which was a request for pedestrian signs at the entrances and exits 
of townships with the words ‘watch out for pedestrian’ on them. 

Ms Hammond noted that they had been advised that as it was on a State Highway they would need to 
approach Central Government. Clr T M Sloan noted that Council would help them with the process if they 
wished. 

Phyllis Heard requested that Council purchase the Seddon Railway Station. Ms Heard noted that the building 
is an historic well designed multi-purpose building, centrally located with accompanying land which would be 
a significant community asset. It was noted that there would be a number of advantages for the community if 
the facility was purchased. 

It was noted that the station is privately owned with an asking price of $550,000. It was reported that the GV 
is significantly lower than this. It was noted that the group would like to have ownership of both the railway 
station and hall which would make a significant difference to the community both now and in the future. 

Clr C J Brooks noted that last year a group in Awatere had indicated that the hall was the main focus and 
queried whether this had changed. Ms Hammond advised that they will hold further discussions with the 
community following a decision from Council. It was noted that the Railway station can be utilised while the 
upgrade to the Community Hall is being completed. 

ATTENDANCE: The Hearing adjourned at 3.15pm and reconvened at 3.35pm. 

Stuart Oulton, Chairman Flaxbourne Settlers Assn (Submitter ID 43). A presentation was provided to 
members (Trim No. 16110163). Mr Oulton advised members that the Flaxbourne Settlers Assn wants to 
construct new toilets at the Ward domain. A number of slides were shown on different toilet designs along 
with the current toilet at the Ward (Domain). Mr Oulton highlighted to members the reason why it is a very 
much needed facility. 

Members were advised that a survey had been undertaken which identified 13 vehicles stopping to utilise the 
Domain one particular date. Mr Oulton noted that the current facilities are outdated and difficult, if not 
impossible, for disabled usage and will not be meet future demand. 

Members were advised that more activities are taking place on the Domain which will increase the usage of 
this facility.  

Finally Mr Oulton noted that they want Ward to be remembered for the good things and not for the terrible 
toilets (loos). 

It was noted that there had been an issue with the septic tank but this has been fixed. 
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Barbara Faulls, Linkwater School (Submitter ID 360). A presentation was provided to members (Trim No. 
16110164). Ms Faulls and a number of students from Linkwater school spoke to their submission on getting 
a pool cover and paint for their swimming pool. Members were advised that the pool is now 47 years old and 
is not only used by the school but by the local community and tourists that visit the area. The pool has had a 
recent check and is in sound condition and is good for a number of years yet. Ms Faulls advised that they will 
fit the pool cover themselves.  

It was noted that the pool is used for swimming lessons which are run over the school holidays rather than 
having lessons at Stadium 2000. This ensures that parents are not unduly disadvantaged by the significant 
amount of travel that is required to get them to the Stadium.  

Ms Faulls advised that the school is recognised as a community hub. It was noted that Central Government 
does not support the maintenance of school pools and they have not been successful in obtaining funding 
from other sources.  

It was also noted that the pool cover will enable the pool to be used for a longer period as the cover will 
enable the water to remain at a consistently warmer temperature. 

The amount requested is pool paint $1597.76 (Incl GST) and pool cover $4,152 (Excl GST). 

Philip Boyt (Submitter ID 380). Spoke to his submission on reducing the speed for Flaxmill Drive from 
70km/h to 50km/h. 

Clr C J Brooks noted that a review had been completed in 2013 and it will not be looked at again until 2017. 
It was suggested that Mr Boyt discuss the proposal to reduce the speed limit with the residents association 
to ensure this is flagged as an issue when it is reviewed in 2016. 

Mr Boyt was advised that if there is vegetation that is obscuring traffic views then he needs to advise Council 
so this can be mitigated as it is an immediate safety concern. 

Stephen Gullery, Marlborough Chamber of Commerce (Submitter ID 285, 291, 292) A presentation was 
provided to members (Trim No. 16110166). Mr Gullery had three submissions on enhancing the movement 
of traffic flow into and from the top end of Scott Street and into Market Street. Request for access to 
appropriate Marlborough District Council land for Helicopter access and/or to supply helicopter pads for 
essential and non-essential helicopter services in both Picton and Blenheim. 

Incentives to enhance investment in executive style family homes for rental accommodation.  

Mr Heiford reported that Neil Henry Council’s Manager Strategic Planning & Economic Develop is currently 
investigating helicopter pad sites in Picton and he will be reporting back to the Regional Planning & 
Development Committee with his findings.  

Lee Harper, Marlborough Chamber of Commerce (Submitter ID 294). Mr Harper spoke to his submission in 
fibre connectivity. Mr Harper requested that if the Government comes alive with this programme he would 
like an indication from Council that it will set aside some money to progress it. 

The hearing 7 June concluded at 5.00 pm and resumed on 8 June at 8.30 am. 

Steve Austin, Marlborough Heritage Trust (Submitter ID 381 – 388). A handout was circulated to members 
(Trim No: 16112162) Mr Austin advised members that he would like to give notice that the Heritage 
administrators wish to work with Council to enhance Brayshaw Heritage Park. They wish to seek assistance 
in terms of planning, sewerage, water, public toilets, fibre and for Councillors and staff to look at how we can 
develop some of that for the future. 

Mr Austin noted that the most significant resource is water, this is to ensure that if there is ever a fire they 
have the ability to protect the valuable collection held at the park as the main purpose is to maintain, protect 
and preserve the assets. 

Mr Austin advised members that the Trust supports Totaranui 250 Trust’s request for funding. 
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The Trust advises Council that they wish to seek support, in principle, for the writing and publishing of a new 
book on the history of Marlborough. Mr Austin advised members that no work has been done at this time as 
they need Council support before starting work. 

Request funding of $8880.30 for the repair and strengthening of the Cob Cottage chimneys following the 
Seddon earthquakes. It was noted that this is considered urgent in case there are further earthquakes. 

Request funding of $62,000 to paint the exterior walls of the shops and storage areas. It was noted that 
previously this type of work had been completed by volunteers but it is now no longer possible for volunteers 
to carry out the work due to the complexity and the heights involved.  

Request funding for $5,000 to start a fundraising project to put a memorial to Major General Sir Edward 
Walter Clervaux Chaytor and seek support from Council for this be in Seymour Square. 

Mr Austin noted that the Edwin Fox is a great asset but every year does suffer a small loss. It was suggested 
that there does need to be redevelopment of the site and is signalling open for partnership and collaboration 
on that front. We feel that the site is an extremely important one as it is where waka leave from and where 
trips leave for Kaipupu Point.  

Mr Austin noted in response to a query on how many pay that they will be aiming for 10,000 visitors a year to 
‘explore the treasure’. This year they are proposing to have a free June but there is the potential to attract 
16-18,000 a year that are paying, however, the goal is to be free. 

Mr Austin advised members that they currently have a contract with DM to populate their website with 
heritage stories. He noted that the stories are written and they are now developing the images. Looking at a 
completion date of 3-4 months.  

It was noted that the Trust has a $6000 marketing budget with the bulk of the money and energy being spent 
on maintaining and keeping the documents etc. 

Katalin Banyay (Submitter ID 302). Ms Banyay requested that the Taylor Dam playground be upgraded 
along the lines of the Rarangi playground.  

The Mayor noted Council’s support for the upgrade but it would depend on available budgets. 

Dale Webb, Marlborough Heritage Trust (Submitter ID 388). Handout was circulated to members (Trim No. 
16112109). The submission presented was to request funding of $154,000. Mr Fletcher asked whether the 
$154,000 is over and above what is already being funded by Council. Mr Webb noted that it was, but that it is 
an investment in heritage and that there will be a substantial dividend to the Marlborough community, it is a 
hand up not a hand out. 

Jon Perano, President Picton Historical Society Inc (Submitter ID 92). Need Council support to move the 
project forward with provision of resource consents, land lease agreement and major funding agreement.  

It was noted that Councillors recognise the opportunity that had been put before them but there were other 
historical organisations within Picton that were also seeking money and felt that it had come to a point where 
some resolutions needed to be found that would be satisfactory to all parties. Suggested taking it to a 
Committee meeting to discuss further as aware of the treasures you have for display but Council does need 
to consider the bigger picture. 

Ron Perano (Submitter ID 220). Noted his support of the Picton Museum’s request for funding to secure the 
extension to the Museum’s extension. Mr Perano noted with an extension to the building the whaling boat 
Swiftshore and another boat would be able to be displayed. It was noted that the swiftshore is a new boat 
built in the old way. 

John Forrest, Marlborough Returned and Services Association Inc (Submitter ID 34). A presentation was 
provided to members (Trim No. 16110220). Chris Boyce, MRSA Executive and Memorabilia Representative 
on the Marlborough Memorabilia Trust spoke to the presentation. He noted that the Marlborough Returned 
Services Association (MRSA) sought financial, and any other assistance, in developing a museum building 
and a site to house the existing memorabilia collection, conservatively estimated to be worth in excess of 
$1M at this time.  
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Mr Boyce noted they are making approaches to the Council and Carlton Corlett Trust with regard to land 
which is suitable for the project.  It was reported Mr Radich, who is a member of the Trust, would strongly 
recommend that their application receive favourable consideration. 

It was noted that the Trust considers that the museum would best sited near and as part of the Omaka 
development area. It was reported that Omaka does provide the public with the opportunity to visit several 
significant collections in the one location (The Aviation Heritage Centre, and Omaka Classic Cars). It was 
noted that other sites would have to be considered on merit.  

Members noted that there is a significant amount of work required and this was acknowledged by Mr Boyce 
but they have developed a strategy and project management plan that covers everything and is transparent. 

Mr Heiford acknowledged his and Lyne Reeves’ support for the project and noted that they will continue to 
assist them with progressing it to reapply at the next annual plan submission process. 

David Turner (Submitter ID 330). Mr Turner spoke to his submission on the proposed Stage 4 development 
at Boulevard Park on Taylor (BPOT). He noted that he lives at 15 Grigg Drive and he has lived there for the 
past 15 months. Mr Turner advised that the basis of his submission was that the current plan of the proposed 
Stage 4 development at BPOT lacks any inherent features relating to providing the new community with 
quality living. He noted that it fails to provide open or reserve space for children to play, senior citizens to 
meet and talk and areas to define the heart of a neighbourhood.  He suggested that the current Stage 4 
development plan is vastly changed from that which many of the residents of earlier stages signed up to. 

A copy of the BPOT concept plan was circulated to members (Trim No: 16112169).  

Mr Turner covered a number of further aspects that he had a concern with particularly the cul de sac as it 
doesn’t provide connectivity.  

Simon Morris, Warmer Healthier Homes Nelson-Marlborough Insulation Project Steering Group (Submitter 
ID 286). It was noted that they support the allocation of $200K towards Energy Efficiency Services in the 
2016-17 Annual Plan and also support further allocated funding of $150K per annum in 2017-19 and 
2018-19 as per the Long Term Plan. 

They also ask that Council continue partnering this highly successful project by providing $50,000 of funding 
towards the Warmer Healthier Homes insulation project in the Marlborough District in the 2016-17 year and a 
further $50K for the year 2017-18. 

ATTENDANCE: The Hearing adjourned at 10.45 am and resumed at 11.00 am. 

Brian Henstock, Waikawa Residents and Ratepayers Association (Submitter ID 152, 248). Mr Henstock 
spoke to his submission on Council providing funding and assistance to for irrigation and a cold water 
shower area on the Picton foreshore. Noted that the irrigation and cold water shower would be of immense 
benefit installed on the foreshore. Suggested that Council would be the project managers and the Assn 
would provide any assistance as required. 

Asked that Council provide funding and assistance for maintaining and improving the walkways/cyclepaths in 
the Waikawa area. Noted that many of the walkways are currently overgrown, causing problems when these 
areas are shared with cyclists. It is further requested that a walkway be extended so that there is an 
identified track from Picton Marina to Waikawa Marina.  

Acknowledged that the Waikawa Residents and Ratepayers Assn supports the Community Vehicle Trust. 
The group requests that Council provide the financial assistance to purchase a vehicle. He noted that the 
vehicle would be available to residents of Rai Valley, Linkwater, Picton, Waikawa and Havelock 
communities. 

Request that Council install signage which gives an indication on how long it takes a person to get 
somewhere on the walkable tracks this is of particular benefit for passengers off cruise ships. 

Mr Henstock requested that Council provide a pavement on the Southern side of the Waikawa Primary 
School on Waikawa Road. Mr Henstock noted that it is dangerous when parents are collecting children, as 
the adjacent ditch is overgrown and steep. If the pavement/walkway could be extended to the Turner Road 
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junction this would result in better visibility for vehicles exiting that road. This submission from the WRRA is 
to show support for the School Trustees own submission which is also supported by the local police. 

Council’s CEO noted that he will provide some further comment for Councillors with regard to the pavement 
outside Waikawa Bay School to help with prioritising and identifying the issues that are occurring with this 
piece of road. 

Requested that Council contribute funding and assistance for improving the pathway giving access to the 
jetty on the Southern end of the Waikawa foreshore and beach access as the steps have become uneven 
and worn. The current pathway is severely degraded and has resulted in injury to pedestrians.  

Mr Smale, Council’s Reserves & Amenities Officer, noted that there is funding for the steps and has 
discussed this with the Assn. 

Bryan Strong, Marlborough Sounds Community Vehicle Trust (Submitter ID 249). Mr Strong noted that the 
Trust has been formed to provide transport to medical consultants and treatment for the outlying areas such 
Havelock, Rai Valley and Linkwater. He noted that there was a shuttle from the Wairau Hospital to Nelson 
but this service has ceased. He also advised members that Grey Power is potentially setting up a similar 
service and this group would work with them to enable co-operation. He noted that it would be an on demand 
service not a shuttle. 

Members were advised that by providing this service it enables people to stay in their homes longer rather 
than having to move into town to be closer to medical facilities. There would be pickup anywhere along 
Queen Charlotte Drive or SH 6 and this is for practical purposes. 

The vehicle requirements are that it have the capacity for four passengers plus the driver, diesel and for 
ease of driving automatic. He noted that a second-hand vehicle with these requirements would cost $10,000 

Mr Strong noted that they had recently received a $500 donated from Fresh Choice. 

Clr J P Bagge suggested that the group approach the DHB as there are avenues for subsidies. Mr Strong 
advised that they have had two meetings with the DHB and there is the potential for funding from the Picton 
Regional Forum. 

Heather Barnes, Secretary, Picton Business Group (Submitter ID 281) A presentation was provided to 
members (Trim No. 16110224). Graham Gosling spoke to this submission requesting that Council 
investigate a parking strategy plan for Picton and consider the use of Waitohi Domain for short term as well 
as long term parking. As he noted that people will park their vehicles outside people’s houses sometimes for 
a week as they have gone down the Sounds.  

Mr Gosling further spoke on the CBD cleaning and maintenance contract needing to be revisited as some 
areas need further attention to ensure Picton is pristine. Requested additional public toilets on town wharves 
as current facilities not adequate for the town, particularly over peak holiday periods and cruise ship visits. 

Supports for the QCT track request for funding as it will be hugely beneficial to the area and region in a 
positive way. 

The PBG do not support Freedom camping.  

Their support water option 3 – share the cost of drinking water. 

It was noted that with regards to the cruise ship visits there does need to be comprehensive planning and 
consultation with the community to ensure Picton and visitors have the best experience possible. Mr Gosling 
also noted that there does need to be provision for internet and wi-fi facilities and that he will be writing to 
Dean Heiford outlining the groups concerns. 

Beryl Bowers, Picton Maritime Festival Trust (Submitter ID 179). A handout was circulated to members (Trim 
No: 16112505). Ms Bowers thanked the Council for their ongoing support and noted that they are requesting 
funding of $10,000. 



 

Council Hearing on the 2016-17 Draft Annual Plan - 7, 8, 9 June 2016 - Page 12 

Ms Bowers went on to speak to members on the raft race being one of the main events for 2017. Members 
were also advised on the Dream Time Music Academy that had run a workshop which over 50 children 
signed up for. At the end of the workshop the children put on a live performance at the festival. A YouTube 
video of the event was shown to members. It was noted that for some of the children it was the first time they 
had played a musical instrument and then performed in front of a live audience. 

Ms Bowers asked members that they consider providing long term assistance to enable forward planning 
and growth. 

Chris Marshall, Endeavour Park Pavilion Society (Submitter ID 410). A presentation was provided to 
members (Trim No. 16110222). Mr Marshall thanked Council, particularly Rosie Bartlett and 
Robert Hutchinson for their support in helping to provide a fantastic grounds and sports fields. The Pavilion is 
requesting that MDC install two multipurpose Netball/Tennis courts at Endeavour Park estimated cost of 
$153,000 within 18 months. 

ATTENDANCE: The Hearing adjourned at 12.45 pm and reconvened at 1.30pm  

ATTENDANCE: The Mayor withdrew from the meeting and Clr Sloan assumed the chair. 

Ross Withell, Kenepuru & Central Sounds Residents Assn Inc (Submitter ID 106, 109 – 111). Mr Withell 
spoke to the Residents Assn’s submission which asks for 7km of sealing work between Taradlae and 
Waitaria to be undertaken in the coming financial year.  

Clr Barsanti advised that Marlborough Roads is in the process of locating sufficient gravel to undertake the 
sealing. He noted that this is likely to occur in the New Year. 

That MDC implement the decision made at the A&S meeting in February to secure a barging site on the 
Northern side of the Kenepuru Sound. That with the ever increasing numbers of tourists that there is an 
urgent need for a public toilet in the vicinity of Torea Bay jetty.  

Clr Brooks noted that Council is investigating the use of a porta loo for over the summer period until a more 
permanent solution can be provided.  

Requesting that funding be made available to identify and construct a waste dumping station situated closer 
to or in the Mahau Sound, Kenepuru and Outer Sound area.  

Leith Manson, President, Tirimoana Anakiwa Residents Assn Inc (Submitter ID 315). An aerial of the area 
was circulated to members (Trim No: 16112619). Mr Manson requested that Council consider upgrading the 
Anakiwa Toilet Facility as they believe that it is no longer adequate for local residents and the rapidly 
increasing numbers of tourists visiting the area. Also request that Council continue the financial assistance to 
upgrade the landscaping in the Tirimoana and Anakiwa Bays. 

Mr Manson also discussed the request for financial assistance for the development of a plan to employ a 
professional to identify pest weeds in the Bay and assist property owners to control the pest weed on their 
properties. 

Eric Jorgensen, Marlborough Sounds Integrated Management Trust (Submitter ID 227). Mr Jorgensen noted 
the presence of the Trustees Raymond Smith, John Hellstrom and Larnce Wichman and Roy Grose. 
Mr Wichman advised members on what the Trust has achieved to date. It was noted that an integrated 
stakeholders group has been formed and that the Trust is seeking funding to continue the work done so far. 

Clr Bagge asked for clarification on what the $3,000 per month for the stakeholder groups would be used for. 
Mr Jorgensen noted that $1500 would be for facilitator and administration costs for the meetings. He noted 
that the administer position is a very skilled position and comes at a cost. 

It was noted that there has been a lot of hard work from the Trust been achieved to get to where they are. It 
was noted that the meetings do get all the stakeholders in one room and that it is one of the most successful 
groups. It was noted that landowners and Marlborough Recreational Fishing Assn are not part of the 
stakeholders group but this is being worked on. 
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Mr Jorgensen advised that they can’t commit to their stakeholders unless they can get funding for at least 
two years. If we can maintain the Stakeholders Working Group then that would gain considerable creditability 
within the Government. 

It was suggested that Councillors be invited to attend the next stakeholders meeting to see the group in 
action and thereby gain a better understanding of what they do. 

It was noted that the Trust is seeking charitable status. 

John Hellstrom, Totaranui 250 Trust (Submitter ID 112). Mr Hellstrom advised members that the Trust is 
seeking funding from Council of $100,000 for each of the next three years. This will enable the establishment 
of administrative and funding-raising structures needed to support a seven year programme of development 
and commemoration starting in December 2019 with the arrival of the replica Bark Endeavour. 

Mr Maister discussed the legacy aspect and noted that the project provides an opportunity to address the 
lack of knowledge that is available for visitors to access on what is Picton and what has happened there. 
Noted that it is good for Picton good for the region. 

Mr Hellstrom advised members that the Trust has only just formed as a legal identity and do require the 
funding to be able to do the business plan so puts them in a kind of catch 22 position. 

Members suggested that there is a possibility of ear marking a figure with a condition in place that the 
Committee come back to Council with a plan. 

Mr Hellstrom noted that he doesn’t think there will be the same amount required for each year as they are 
expecting to be able to stand on their own two feet within a couple of years. 

ATTENDANCE Clr PJ S Jerram withdrew from the Hearing at 2.50pm 

Ross Banbury (Submitter ID 342). A handout and lollipop was circulated to members (Trim No: 16112731). 
Supports Council’s decision to spend $2M on a Youth Development Facility. Mr Banbury said that when a 
community shows care for its youth then that makes a significant difference in the child’s/youth’s life/future 
development. He noted that it is not just parents, it is all of our responsibility and that a youth centre will be 
part of the package to create a successful community. 

ATTENDANCE: Hearing adjourned at 3.15 pm and reconvened at 3.30pm 

Paul Williams, Waikawa Boating Club, Pelorus Boating Club (Submitter ID 67). The Waikawa and Pelorus 
Boating Clubs are seeking Council’s financial support to the sum of $18,000 this is to go towards the 
maintenance of its mooring network in the Marlborough Sounds and d’Urville Island. It was noted that it is 
approximately half the current maintenance cost. Members were advised that 1500 boats use the club 
moorings with 3.5 people per boat which works out to be 5,200 people. This is an economic benefit to the 
Marlborough. 

Rob Burn, Queen Charlotte Track Inc (Submitter ID 374). Nigel Muir (Tasman Chair) Dave Haze 
(DOC operations manager) were in attendance to assist Rob Burn in his submission. The Queen Charlotte 
Track Inc are requesting financial support from Council to the sum of $290,000. This funding will be used to 
remedy sections of the track that are very steep such as Ship Cove to Resolution Bay thereby improving the 
experience for walkers and cyclists. He noted that by achieving these improvements it will broaden the 
appeal of the track which will allow for managed visitor growth.  

Members were advised that the money from Council would co fund money from the Government and get the 
first part of the track completed. It was noted that walkers and bikers are pushed to complete this grade 5 
length. 

It was noted that QCT will apply for other funding to complete further upgrades of the track and these will be 
ongoing. The aim of the group is for the track to become one of NZ’s 23 great rides. 

Mr Fletcher advised members that the funding of $290,000 would be split over two years first year $100,000 
and second year $190,000. 
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Clr Jerram noted that there are objectors within the QCT group to this proposal and suggested that a 
facilitator be engaged to bring both parties together to try and get a dialogue going to ensure that both 
parties are comfortable/happy with the track before a decision is made. 

Rod Burgoyne (Submitter ID 167). Mr Burgoyne advised members that he was speaking to the submission 
on behalf of eight other businesses opposing the funding that the QCT group are requesting. He noted that 
they are also members of the QCT which equates to 18% of that group. 

It was noted that he considers that the proposal has not been well-thought through, is lacking in supporting 
evidence and has significant potential to detract from, rather than enhance the value of the QCT.  In spite of 
statements to the contrary he suggests that the proposal from QCT Inc is primarily directed at getting more 
bikes on the track not more walkers. He advised that he is very worried that walker numbers will decline due 
to an increase in bike numbers and this may in part be due to aggressive biking on a shared track. 

The following link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di8tgi3Ki4c to a You Tube video was forwarded to 
Councillors following the meeting due to a technical glitch during the meeting so that it was unable to be 
played. 

David Nott, Principal, Mayfield School (Submitter ID 359). Mr Nott spoke to his submission on the proposed 
cycling track at Mayfield School. He identified to members a number of other positive things that were 
happening at the school. The proposal requests funding for $15,000 to complete the cycle track work and 
landscaping the area for the proposed community cycle track. It was noted that the work is anticipated to be 
undertaken during the July schools holidays. Mr Nott noted that the school has raised $10,000 towards the 
programme.  

Mr Nott noted that the project will enhance the school’s physical environment and link our school, Mayfield, 
and Marlborough Communities. It will also bring our families into the school and give the students more 
options for fun and fitness at morning tea and lunch breaks, and outside school hours. 

Raymond Smith, Te Runanga o Ngati Kuia Trust (Submitter ID 230). Mr Smith spoke to the Trust’s 
submission. he noted that they are requesting an increase in funding to provide for iwi participation in the 
democratic process and help with building relationships.  

It was noted that the Trust supports the application for funding from the Totaranui 250 Trust. 

Greg Smith, De Luxe Properties Limited (Submitter ID 304). Mr Smith noted that Deluxe Properties Limited 
supports the essence of Council’s proposals for the development contributions, however, he did raise a 
number of questions with regards to the amount of interest that would be received and felt that it was not 
equitable or fair. 

Mr Fletcher noted that he is happy to meet to go over the points that he has made. 

Kevin Wilson, Bike Walk Marlborough Trust (submitter ID 169). A presentation was provided to members 
(Trim No. 16112894). Mr Wilson spoke to his submission and requested: 

• that any budget surplus is carried forward, $218,000 base-line approved for 2016/17 
• increase of $25,000 for professional fees for feasibility studies. 
• increase of $30,000 for share of the cost of the Bike Walk Co-ordinator.  
• Link Pathway funding is included in BWMT funds allocation. 

Mr Wilson also noted that a more co-ordinated and collaborative approach to bike walk projects is essential. 
Also consideration may be required to increase MDC funding for the local contribution to bike and walking 
projects, or bringing forward provisional expenditure or a combination of both. 

The hearing 8 June concluded at 5.50 pm and resumed on 9 June at 8.30 am. 

Ian Mitchell, South Marlborough Landscape Restoration Trust (Submitter ID 120). The Trust is seeking the 
support of Council with some initial seed funding of $50,000. This money will be used to develop a strategic 
plan and seeding money. It was noted that they need to have a strategic plan in place before they can apply 
for any Government funding.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di8tgi3Ki4c
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Paul Keating, Guardians of the Sounds (Submitter ID 206). Mr Keating advised members that he is working 
closely with Robin Dunn Council’s Reserves & Amenities Officer with support from Port Marlborough and 
Rata Foundation. He advised members that the project is about getting birds back into the bush with Picton 
being predator free in five years.  

It was noted that the first part of the programme is concentrating on weed control with a focus on getting rid 
of the Sycamore. Mr Keating advised members on the process that they will be undertaking to eradicate the 
Sycamore. 

Members were advised that a website has been established that their work is being videoed and put on the 
website http://www.totarasfortotaranui.org.nz/ ie video a workshop on the removal of pests species and 
contractors on how it was done and this can then be referred back to to see when it was done and how it 
was done, also used like a diary to note when jobs were done. This will also provide great transparency for 
the project.  

It was noted that they are also discussing establishing sustainable education programme with local schools. 

The amount requested is $23,000 but this could decrease depending on whether funding is successful from 
the Rata Foundation. 

Robin Dunn noted that there is an existing budget of $20,000 for the 2016-17 year towards the project, this is 
additional funding that is required. They are trying to eradicate the Sycamore before it goes exponential. 

Dianne John (Submitter ID 319) Is concerned about the feral cat issue and wants Council to get on board 
with their eradication.  

Clr Arbuckle noted Animal Control had undertaken a free desexing campaign and it could be something that 
can be looked at again as agree it is an issue. 

James Wilson, Picton Dawn Chorus Inc (Submitter ID 296) Requests $24,000 for traps in the Victoria 
Domain and Picton/Waikawa area. This would be a one off investment with the community providing 
volunteer labour to check and maintain traps as well as undertake monitoring and reporting on pest and bird 
activity. 

Mr Wilson showed a Good Natured Trap to Councillors and explained how it worked. He noted that these are 
available for the public to purchase. 

Kelvin Hastie, Crofton Downs Predator Free Community (Submitter ID 402) Mr Hastie advised members that 
he supports the Picton Dawn Chorus’ proposal. He advised that he considers it a real opportunity for Picton 
became a predator free town which will have both national and international recognition. 

Simon Schmidt, Waikawa Bay School (Submitter ID 69). A presentation was provided to members (Trim No. 
16113021). Mr Schmidt noted that Waikawa Bay School has grown significantly with around 140 students. 
This increase also means an increase in the number of parents driving their children to school and children 
walking to school along Waikawa Road. The school is asking for improvements to the footpaths at the front 
of the school extending north east along Waikawa Road. 

It was noted that they have looked at other opportunities but what has been proposed is the most suitable. 

Pat Williams (Submitter ID 67/405). Mr Williams noted his support for the Kenepuru and Central Sound 
Residents Assn submission on the request for a forestry barge site as he can see a long term benefit from 
this initiative.  

ATTENDANCE: Clr Leggett arrived 10.45 am. 

Barry Maister, Picton Smart & Connected (Submitter ID 209). A presentation was provided to members (Trim 
No. 16113205). Barry Maister spoke in support of QCT improvements, Picton to Blenheim cycle/walkway, 
making Picton more Bike/Walk friendly, wayfinding, signage and information and Picton to Waikawa cycle 
and walkway improvements. Noted that at a meeting held last year the Bike/Walk Picton was the top of the 
30 ideas that had been put forward.  

http://www.totarasfortotaranui.org.nz/
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Cynthia Stoks advised members on the suggested improvements on the cycle and walkway to Waikawa and 
outlined the benefits of undertaking this initiative. Discussed what is required to improve the walkway. Key 
attribute would be to link to Queen Charlotte College as you can’t get bikes down into the college so that 
would be a significant improvement. Identified six sections – premium sections and some lessor to adjust to 
fit funding if approved. Noted that it would be relatively inexpensive to other projects and for some of the 
sections would involve the wider community in conducting working bees. Noted that they also have support 
from Waikawa school. 

Barbara Speedy, Picton Smart & Connected (Submitter ID 233). A presentation was provided to members 
(Trim No. 16113221). Spoke with regard to wayfinding in Picton. Ms Speedy discussed reviewing, planning, 
and research of wayfinding signage this year from arrival points into Picton, to the network of town walking 
tracks, and through to Waikawa. Suggested signs to highlight attractions, facilities, times and history. Noted 
that construction and installation in the 2017/18 annual plan, linking it into the public spaces redesign 
(foreshore, London Quay, High St etc). It was noted that this project fits within the Growing Marlborough 
Strategy 2011 and the Urbanism Plus work of 2010 identifying ways to create links and connections around 
and through Picton and environs as well as wayfinding for visitors and the Marlborough community. Also 
suggested that signage should include maps and distances. 

Graham Low, Picton Smart & Connected (Submitter ID 211, 215) Barbara Speedy and Graham Low outlined 
their submission with the points being that the delayed design process is completed in 2016/17, construction 
begin asap - in 2016/17 or latest 2018, London Quay safety issues are addressed and sufficient funds be 
allocated to ensure the community are consulted and kept informed throughout the design process. 

Linda Thompson, Picton Smart & Connected, Plastic Bag Free Picton (Submitter ID 419, 420). A 
presentation was provided to members (Trim No. 16113238) and had a handout of the presentation was 
circulated to Councillors (Trim No: 16113242 and 1663245). Ms Thompson noted the support that she has 
received from Alec McNeil Council’s Solid Waste Manager has been fantastic and that she appreciates his 
efforts enormously. 

Ms Thompson noted that Picton depends on tourism and that this needs to be nurtured for the future of the 
town. Noted that the facilities for recycling in the marinas is woeful at best and the problem needs to be 
addressed. Ms Thompson asked that the current recycle station on the Picton Marina near the washdown 
facility be fully stocked with the necessary containers to take all the essential recycling types. A similar 
station set up on the west of the Picton Marina for Sounds residents, and marina businesses to replace the 
large blue bin that is currently being trialled. 

Regular servicing of these stations taking into account heavy traffic times and the recycling to actually be 
recycled and not dumped into the local landfill as has happened in the past. 

Spoke on reducing or eliminating the use of plastic bags within Marlborough. 

Terry Sowman, Nopera Bay Golf Club Inc (Submitter ID 250). A handout was circulated to members (Trim 
No: 16113260). Spoke to his submission on requesting funding for a building to house tractor and mower. No 
specific amount was noted. 

Vicki Nalder, President, Marlborough Softball Association (Submitter ID 284). A handout was circulated to 
members (Trim No: 16113268) Ms Nalder spoke to her submission on Council providing some basic facilities 
namely toilets and shelter outside the stopbank at Lansdowne Park. 

ATTENDANCE: The Mayor declared a conflict of interest and withdrew for this item and Clr Sloan assumed 
the chair. 

ATTENDANCE Clrs Dawson and Oddie withdrew from the Hearing at 12.34pm. 

Edward Gilhooly, Marlborough Cricket (Submitter ID 213, 377). Requested that Council provide financial 
support for the maintenance costs and improvements to Horton Park Pavilion and that Council assist with 
any building permits that may be required. Budget noted was $12,754. Mr Gilhooly also requested that 
Council consider the development plans for Horton Park as identified in their submission. 

It was noted that they are unable to source other funding until they receive support from Council. 
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Mr Gilhooly advised members that they don’t require all the netball courts but asks that Council consider that 
they are offering their facilities to other sports so there could be a future need there. 

Martyn Vercoe, Tasman Rugby Union (Submitter ID 418) A presentation was provided to members (Trim No. 
16113282). Tony Lewis Tasman Rugby CEO discussed their submission for financial assistance to purchase 
a new scoreboard. Mr Lewis advised that Tasman Rugby would provide $10,000 towards the cost.  

ATTENDANCE: Clr Oddie rejoined the Hearing at 12.50 pm. 

It was suggested that the best option would be for a portable score which would enable other sports ie; 
cricket to have the use of it. It was noted that the size to be portable is 4m x 1.2m. 

ATTENDANCE: The Hearing adjourned at 1.00 pm and resumed 1.37pm  

ATTENDANCE: Clr Dawson rejoined the Hearing at 1.37 pm. 

Malcolm Pettigrew, Vice President Marlborough Golf Club Fairhall (Submitter ID 19, 20). Mr Pettigrew spoke 
to the Club’s two submissions on reducing the speed limited along New Renwick Road and Bells Road and 
that there be consideration from Council in reducing the Water Rating Levy that the golf club pays. 

Mr Fletcher advised that because the golf club is part of the SVIS scheme they are getting additional 
services for which they are being charged for. 

Clr Sloan advised that there is a review of speed limits within rural roads being undertake and he will ensure 
this submission gets on to that list. 

Rose Prendeville, Marlborough Equestrian Park NZ Inc (Submitter ID 199) A presentation was provided to 
members (Trim No. 16113305) which updated Councillors on what progress has been made at the park 
along with highlights from the events that have been held todate. Ms Prendeville discussed the plans for 
future development. 

Aaron Falvey, Top of the South Film Production Incorporated Society (Submitter ID 218). Karla Rodgers 
spoke to the submission. Ms Rodgers advised members of the serious potential Marlborough has as a film 
destination and that by having a film office in Marlborough not just to draw the work into the region but to be 
able to facilitate and meet the needs and expectations of crews. It will also create positive publicity that 
Marlborough can meet the demands of productions coming to shoot here. 

Felicity Spencer, Smokefree Marlborough Coalition (Submitter ID 278). A presentation was provided to 
members (Trim No. 16113328). Ms Spencer and two Mayfield school students, Moana and Aroha, spoke to 
their submission which encouraged public outdoor areas to be completely smokefree. 

ATTENDANCE: Clr J Andrews withdrew from the Hearing at 2.30pm. 

It was noted that Council has a smokefree policy for all Council reserves. 

Gerald Hope, Marlborough Research Centre (Submitter ID 401). Mr Hope noted that the Research Centre 
premises is a fantastic facility and currently has 12 tenants and 61 personnel. He noted that the primary 
purpose of the centre is the growth of Marlborough’s economy by connecting research to business. 

Mr Hope requested an increase in its core funding from $110,000 to $250,000 pa and that it be adjusted for 
CPI annually. It was noted that in order for MRC to be able to engage successfully with Central Government 
it needs to be able to show it has the support and backing of Council. 

Simon Hooker, New Zealand Research Institute of Viticulture and Oenology (Submitter ID 415). A 
presentation was provided to members (Trim No. 16113329). Mr Hooker spoke to his submission and noted 
the benefits to the region of having the NZ Research Institute of Viticulture and Oenology. They are 
requesting $150,000 for six years to conduct research. He noted that the investment would mean projects 
that push innovation forward whether that be new wine styles or understanding the yeast, sustainability. 

Members were advised that there is no double up between them and MRC and that NZ Winegrowers are 
backing this initiative. 
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Kristy McGregor, Regional Policy Advisor, Federated Farmers of New Zealand (Submitter ID 403). 
Sharon Parkes, Scott and Kirsty spoke to the submission and highlighted the points therein. 

Karen & Mike Gray (Submitter ID 270). Karen Gray spoke to their submission which was a request that all 
the east side of Battys Road be rezoned residential with the road as the boundary.  

Members advised the Grays that the Marlborough Environment Plan is the avenue for this request to be 
dealt with and that submissions to the Plan open today (9 June). It was noted that their area has been 
rezoned to urban residential and it was suggested that they make a submission to the MEP in support of this 
change. Submissions are open until 1 September 2016. 

ATTENDANCE: The Hearing adjourned at 3.40 and resumed at 3.55 pm. 

Philip Cowe, Marlborough Community Centre (Submitter ID 160). Mr Cowe spoke to his submission on a 
request for funding that would bring the level of safety of their building to that required in a modern public 
facility. He noted that the centre has never approached Council for funding before. He advised members that 
they are also seeking funding from the Rata Foundation. 

Mr Cowe advised members on what they would be doing to make the building fit for purpose. He noted that 
the costs are realistic to improve safety and meet compliance obligations. 

In response to a query on whether relocation was an option he noted that the building they currently have is 
the best option for the price of $547,000 whereas you could possibly spend $2m or more to find a building 
and then have it refurbished fit for purpose. 

Mr Cowe advised members that if they were unsuccessful in the obtaining funding they would have to close 
down which would not only affect them but also the tenants that currently rent space within the building. 

Members were advised that the rental income is about $50,000 and there is a waiting list. 

Willie Vosloo, Marlborough Big Scale RC (Submitter ID 274). Mr Vosloo spoke to his submission on the 
request for land to build a big scale remote control car area as the current property they have is too small for 
the big scale RC cars. By having a facility on this scale it would attract a lot of visitors / competitors to the 
region. 

Mr Vosloo advised members that people from afar afield as Kaikoura have phoned him to offer their support 
to get it built and off the ground. 

Clr Sloan suggested liaising with Council’s Assets & Services staff to identify some land that could be 
suitable for such an activity.  

ATTENDANCE: Clr J Leggett withdrew from the Hearing at 4.33 pm. 

Gary B Jones (Submitter ID 371). Mr Jones spoke on the tree selection for the Riverside Park development 
and noted that he would like to see Kahikatea, totara and Black Beech included in the proposal as structural 
trees. 

Clr Jerram noted the selection of trees that Mr Jones has provided and advised that he would discuss further 
with Council’s Reserves staff. 

Robert Frank Terry (Submitter ID 336). Sought funding from Council of $300,000 to support the Marlborough 
community law office.  

Allan Coburn (Submitter ID 345). Mr Coburn expressed his concern that Council has made changes to the 
Boulevard Park on Taylor Stage Four Development. Noted that there is no mix in the size of sections. It now 
appears that the subdivision is all about the almighty dollar not as originally touted – liveable community, a 
unique place created for residents that promotes healthy lifestyles, convenience and safety. 

Warwick Lissaman (Submitter ID 178) A presentation was provided to members (Trim No. 16113402). Spoke 
to members on the Chilean Needle Grass Action Group (CNG) submission which was to request funding of 
$25,000 annually for the next three years as part of MDC bio-security core budget, to help implement the 
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strategic plan and get the tactical plan underway. Members were advised that they are not only asking for 
continued support but also for acknowledgement from Council to enable the group to source outside funding. 

It was noted that the group does have the support from the wider community.  

ATTENDANCE: Clr L Shenfield withdrew from the Hearing at 5.25 pm. 

Steffan Browning, Office of Steffan Browning MP, Green Party of Aotearoa New Zealand (Submitter ID). 
Mr Browning spoke to his submission requesting that Council phase out the use of Glyphosate and similar 
based herbicides from our streets, playgrounds and parks. To support his submission Mr Browning circulated 
additional papers to members. 

The Hearing closed at 5.46 pm. 
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