
 

Council – 15 December 2016 - Page 1 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
Marlborough District Council  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim  
on THURSDAY 15 DECEMBER 2016 commencing at 2.00 pm  

Present 
The Mayor J C Leggett in the Chair, Clrs J L Andrews, J A Arbuckle, C J Brooks, B G Dawson, G I T Evans, 
M J Fitzpatrick, T E Hook, G A Hope, D D Oddie, M A Peters, L M Shenfield, T M Sloan and N P Taylor. 

In Attendance 
Messrs M S Wheeler (Chief Executive), A P Quirk (District Secretary) and M J Porter (Democratic Services 
Manager). 

Prayer 
The meeting opened with a karakia. 

C.16/17.218 Statutory Declaration by Councillor Dawson 
 D050-003-03 

Councillor Dawson made and signed his Declaration under Schedule 7, Clause 14 of the Local Government Act 
2002. 

C.16/17.219  Confirmation of Minutes - 
The Mayor/Clr Sloan: 
That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26 October 2016 (Minute Nos. C.16/17.122 to C.16/17.140) 
be taken as read and confirmed. 

Carried 

Committee Reports 

C.16/17.220  Environment Committee - 
Clrs Oddie/Brooks: 
That the Committee report contained within Minute Nos. R.16/17.145 to R.16/17.165 be received and the 
recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

C.16/17.221  Assets & Services Committee - 
Members discussed the recommendations under Minute No. P.16/17.183 (Freedom Camping Bylaw).  It was 
noted that a report on the Collins Memorial/Koromiko situation would be prepared for a future Assets and 
Services Committee meeting.  The following motion was made in response to the recommendations under 
Minute No. P.16/17.183. 
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Clrs Sloan/Brooks:   
1. That Council adopt the 2016 amendments to the Marlborough District Council Freedom Camping 

Control Bylaw 2012. 
2. That Council approve funding of up to $30,000 from Reserves for the 2016-17 financial year for 

monitoring and control of the Freedom Camping Control Bylaw.  

Carried 

An adjustment to the minutes is to be made by staff to correctly reflect when members withdrew from the 
meeting.   

Clrs Sloan/Peters: 
That the Committee report contained within Minute Nos. P.16/17.166 to P.16/17.187 be received and the 
recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

C.16/17.222  Planning, Finance & Community Committee - 
Clr Evans referred to his notice of motion to add a recommendation 7 to Minute No. A.16/17.207 (Marlborough 
Civic Theatre Trust – Funding Options).  Members discussed the motion. 

Clrs Evans/Shenfield: 
That a new item 7 be added to Minute No. A.16/17.207: 

7. The measures already agreed, including those agreed at the Planning, Finance and Community 
meeting held on 1 December 2016, will be the last made by this Council to the Marlborough Civic 
Theatre Trust for completion of the ASB Theatre. 

Lost on a show of hands 4 to 9 
NB: Clrs Evans and Shenfield requested that their vote for the above issue be recorded. 

The Mayor assured members that a workshop with the Destination Marlborough Trust will be arranged for the 
new year to discuss amongst other issues KPIs etc (Minute No. A.16/17.198 refers). 

Clrs Hook/Peters: 
That the Committee report contained within Minute Nos. A.16/17.197 to A.16/17.217 be received and the 
recommendations adopted. 

Carried 
NB: Clr Evans requested that his vote against the above issue be recorded. 

C.16/17.223  Grants Sub-Committee - 
Clrs Andrews/Brooks: 
That the Sub-Committee report contained within Minute Nos. X.16/17.141 to X.16/17.144 be received and 
the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 

C.16/17.224  Housing for the Elderly Sub-Committee - 
Clrs Brooks/Peters: 
That the Sub-Committee report contained within Minute Nos. X.16/17.188 to X.16/17.196 be received and 
the recommendations adopted. 

Carried 
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C.16/17.225  2017 Council Meeting Schedule D050-001-01 
Attached to the Agenda for consideration was the draft schedule of meetings for 2017.  Starting times of the 
meetings have been standardised to 9.00 am for morning committee meetings and 1.30 pm for the afternoon 
committee meeting.  Council has been kept at 2.00 pm (with the occasional all day meeting starting at 9.00 am). 

Clrs Arbuckle/Shenfield: 
That the meeting schedule for 2017 be approved. 

Carried 

C.16/17.226  Members’ Code of Conduct D050-003-02 
Members noted that the purpose of the report was to adopt the Code of Conduct for Marlborough District Council 
(attached to the agenda as Appendix 7.1). 

Staff reported that Council’s original Code of Conduct was developed and adopted by Council in 2004 and 
subsequent Councils have reconfirmed their commitment to the Code of Conduct.  Council, at its meeting on 26 
October 2016, agreed that the current Code of Conduct remain in place until staff had received and reviewed the 
new template from Local Government New Zealand and reported back to Council.  The new Code of Conduct 
template from Local Government New Zealand (with statutory references updated) has been reviewed.  The new 
template is not materially different (apart from new statutory references and some modernisation of language) to 
Council’s existing Code, apart from being in a more readable format. 

Staff further reported that they had reviewed both the existing and new template Code of Conduct and had made 
some minor adjustments to the wording of ‘7.1 Confidential Information’, ‘7.2 Information received in capacity as 
an elected member’ and ’13.2 Statutory breaches’ in an attempt to define more concisely the receiving of 
confidential information and legal actions available under the Privacy Act.  

Members asked for clarity on the wording of ‘7.2 Information received in capacity as an elected member’ and the 
District Secretary is to provide this.  Until that had been provided Clr Arbuckle moved (with Clr Shenfield 
seconding) the following amendment: 

Clrs Arbuckle/Shenfield: 
That the Marlborough District Council Code of Conduct, based on the Local Government New Zealand 
template with the exception of section 7.2, be adopted as the Code of Conduct for this Council. 
Lost 

The substantive motion was then put to the meeting. 

Clrs Hope/Hook: 
That the Marlborough District Council Code of Conduct, based on the Local Government New Zealand 
template, be adopted as the Code of Conduct for this Council. 

Carried 

C.16/17.227  Members’ Interests C500-005-11 
Members noted that the purpose of this report was for Council to assess the need to review processes for 
recording pecuniary and other specified interest of members. 

Staff reported that the Local Authorities (Members’ Interests) Act 1968 (the Act) sets out the statutory 
responsibilities of members of local authorities for managing pecuniary and other specified interests.  The Act 
controls the making of contracts worth more than $25,000 in a financial year between members and their local 
authority; and prohibits members from participating in matters before the local authority in which they have a 
pecuniary interest, other than an interest in common with the public.  The Act regulates the actions of individual 
members, not the actions of the local authority.  It therefore follows that members, not the local authority, may be 
prosecuted for breaches of the Act.  The Act also applies to members of committees of the local authority, 
regardless of whether they are also a member of the local authority. 

In summary it was reported that current Council Policy of recording interests of members where they have some 
contractual arrangement with Council, and leaving it up to Members to declare any other conflict of interest 
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(pecuniary or perceived) at the time an item is being discussed, is considered to satisfy the minimum requirement 
of the Act.  A way of supporting Members to comply with their responsibilities under the Act is to add a “conflicts 
of interest” declaration at the beginning of the agenda of Council and standing committees to ensure that this 
issue is at the forefront of discussions.  Another way to support Members is for an “Interests Register” to be 
maintained, which highlights all relevant interests for themselves and close family members. 

Clrs Hook/Fitzpatrick: 
1. That Council add a “conflicts of interest” declaration at the beginning of the agenda of Council and 

standing committees. 

2. That Council implement an “Interests Register” to record relevant interests in Employment, 
Shareholdings, Trusts, Real estate holdings, and Gifts received by themselves and close family 
members. 

Carried 

C.16/17.228  Decision to Conduct Business with the Public 
Excluded - 

The Mayor/Clr Sloan: 
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely: 

- Confirmation of Public Excluded Minutes 
- Committee Reports (Public Excluded Sections) 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing 
this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows: 
General Subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Minutes and Committee 
Reports 

As set out in the Minutes That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
of information for which good reason for 
withholding exists under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

Carried 

 

The meeting closed at 3.30 pm. 

 

Confirmed this 2nd day of March 2017 

 

 

 

J C LEGGETT 
MAYOR 

Record No. 1730215 
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