
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
TUESDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER 2016 commencing at 9.00 am. 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), G S Barsanti, D D Oddie, C J Brooks, J A Arbuckle, 
L M Shenfield, Mr E R Beech (Rural representative) and Mr R Smith (Iwi representative) and 
Mayor Sowman 

Also Present 
Councillors T E Hook, J L Andrews and G I T Evans 

In Attendance 
Mr A Johnson (Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager), and Ms N Chauval (Committee 
Secretary). 

Apologies 
That the apology for non attendance from Clr B G Dawson be noted. 

R.16/17.89 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business 
Clrs Oddie/Barsanti: 

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute R.13/14.166) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

· S & M Cuff, 52 Old Renwick Road, Rapaura - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III 
automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

· A & M James, 38 Dry Hills Rise, Riverlands - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III 
automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

· R Houlker & K Birch, 281 Swamp Road, RD 2, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save-T 
Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

· V & G Twose, 7 Lybster Street, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III 
automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

· M & T Wheelans, 34 Harbour View Heights, Picton - approval to use a lockable cover on 
an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act 1987). 

· T & P Blackwood, 58 Blicks Lane, RD 2, Blenheim - exemption to reinstall a Coverstar 
safety pool cover as confirmed by the installer (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 
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· G & C Millar, 16 Rutledge Drive, Springlands, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save-T 
Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the 
Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

· G Farrington & V Hargraves, 409 Northbank Road, RD 5, Blenheim - exemption to 
reinstall a Coverstar safety pool cover as confirmed by the installer (exemption pursuant 
to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Leigh Stevens, Wriggle Limited Estuary Ecologist and Dr S Urlich, Environmental 
Scientist were present for the following item. 

R.16/17.90 Waikawa Estuary and Whangarae Estuary 
Monitoring  
 E325-006-018-03, E325-006-008-01 

The report to the Committee supplied the results from recent monitoring of the Waikawa and 
Whangarae estuaries.  Fine and broad-scale reports by Nelson-based estuary specialists Wriggle 
Limited were attached to the agenda for members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16178434). 

Dr Urlich introduced Leigh Stevens from Wriggle Limited and noted that Wriggle Coastal Management 
are currently standardising the national monitoring of estuaries. It was noted that the recently 
undertaken ecological surveys of Waikawa Bay and Whangarae Bay estuaries comprised mapping of 
different habitats including vegetation patterns.  It was reported that ecologically valuable seagrass 
beds were identified in both estuaries and it was recommended that the replanting of saltmarsh and 
native vegetation around the margins to improve ecological health for Waikawa Bay be undertaken. 

Mr Stevens advised members that a broad scale and fine sediment monitoring was undertaken on the 
estuaries. He discussed the issues that are currently facing the estuaries with fine sediment build up 
and an excess of nutrients. He noted that keeping fine sediments out of estuaries is one of the aims as 
contaminants coming in to the estuaries bind to fine sediments and if you control sediments you 
control a number of other things at the same time.  

Mr Stevens discussed the findings for Whangarae Bay and it was found that overall it is in a good 
state. He considers it a gem to have in the region and as such could be used as a baseline mark for 
other estuaries. He suggested that Whangarae Bay undergo 10 yearly broad scale habitat mapping 
unless obvious changes were observed and that for fine scale monitoring it would be beneficial to be 
established on a three year base line which would provide a much stronger statistical package for 
comparing change within this estuary and other estuaries.  

It was reported that the Waikawa estuary is highly modified due to the marina. It was noted that the 
same rating was applied to the Waikawa estuary as Whangarae Bay.  

Members were advised that mercury was detected in Waikawa Bay but it was measured as a low risk. 
It was noted that the presence of mercury will persist until it gets mobilised out of the estuary or buried 
as it takes a significant amount of time to break down if it is not exposed to oxygen.  It was reported 
that the biggest risk is mercury entering the food chain however a large quantity of shellfish would 
need to be consumed for it to have an effect. He reported that if shellfish is gathered then it would be 
sensible to monitor shellfish for human consumption. 

Members were advised that the Waikawa estuary is in a moderate state and suggested undertaking a 
broadscale habitat mapping 5-10 yearly unless obvious changes were observed and fine scale 
monitoring be undertaken on a five yearly basis. 

It was queried whether a rise in sea levels resulting in different sorts of wave action could influence the 
release of chemicals into the environment. Mr Stevens advised that the concentration of contaminants 
is not specifically wide spread but suggested encouraging the replanting of salt marsh and native 
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vegetation would be a buffer against sea level rise however it would need to be on a gentle slope to 
have sufficient effect. 

In response to a query regarding the restoration project Dr Urlich advised that Port Marlborough, 
Te Atiawa Trust and Council’s Rivers Section are to form a working group to characterise the 
contaminations right out to the boat club and identify whether it is isolated or wide spread. This is 
intended to commence within the next few months. It was noted that Envirolink will design a 
monitoring programme to incorporate the estuarine monitoring and habitat assessment. 

Clrs Oddie/Brooks:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr P Hamill, Council’s Environmental Scientist, was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.91 Cumulative Effects of Infiltration Gallery 
Installation and Maintenance on Instream 
Life in the Awatere River E310-003-001 

The report provided an update to the Committee on the proposed response to the Cawthron report 
which was attached to the agenda for members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint 
presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16178437). 

Members were advised that the report concluded that instream work associated with infiltration gallery 
maintenance has adverse environmental effects and that the effects of individual cases of instream 
work are primarily quite localised and transient.  It was reported that there is a potential for more 
substantial cumulative effects to arise in the Awatere River from multiple instances of gallery 
maintenance, given the large number of gallery takes in the lower river and the apparently high 
maintenance requirements. 

It was noted that fish are likely to be impacted in terms of foraging success as preferred food species 
are highly susceptible to impacts of sedimentation.  The mechanical damage to the stream bed and 
habitat may persist until the next flow event with sufficient power to mobilise the substrate, and the 
cumulative impact of fish mortality associated with instream works has the potential to become 
significant if the number and frequency of maintenance events is very high. 

There is considerable uncertainty around the frequency, timing and location of gallery maintenance 
works and the extent of sedimentation from instream works in the Awatere is unknown.  Consequently, 
conclusively determining the cumulative effects of instream maintenance works associated with 
infiltration galleries is not currently possible. 

Cawthron has recommended that sedimentation in the vicinity of instream works is monitored to 
attempt to assess any negative impacts over time on aquatic ecosystems, and to help shed light on 
the potential extent of cumulative sedimentation effects.  

It was reported that Cawthron suggests that until more information can be gathered a precautionary 
approach would be to avoid issuing consents for new infiltration galleries and to limit the extent and 
frequency of instream works. 

It was noted that there is anxiety within the Awatere Water Users Group that as their resource 
consents for water take are renewed, they may only be granted short term consents, and given the 
large cost of obtaining consent this is causing them concern. 

It was reported that the Council is also in consultation with the Awatere Water Users Group to increase 
the number of works notified to Council and develop appropriate methodologies and practices for 
maintenance. It was also reported that Awatere Water Users Group have done a considerable amount 
of work putting in place good practices around maintenance. It was noted that Ngāi Tahu have 
reviewed this work and given their approval. It was noted that consultation with iwi will be ongoing.  
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Mr Hamill advised members that the Council has been successful in obtaining an Envirolink grant to 
engage Cawthron to develop a methodology for a monitoring programme which will allow the Council 
to determine if the cumulative adverse effects are impacting the instream life. It was suggested that 
Ngāi Tahu be part of the methodology development. 

Clrs Brooks/Oddie:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: The Mayor withdrew from the meeting at 10.10 am. 

ATTENDANCE: Mr P Davidson, Council’s Groundwater Scientist, was present for the following two 
items. 

R.16/17.92 Wairau Aquifer Recharge Mechanism – 
Temperature Propagation Report  
 E345-007-001 

The report provided an update to the Committee on how the Modelling of Temperature in Wairau 
Aquifer work helps explain the causes of the long term declining trend in Wairau Aquifer recharge 
sector levels. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim 
– Record No. 16178445). 

Mr Davidson discussed the report and advised members that water temperature provides a useful 
means by which to infer river – groundwater interactions and can potentially be applied to reduce the 
uncertainty of aquifer recharge estimates. Monitoring shows that in the past 30 years the groundwater 
levels in the aquifer have dropped by about a metre. It was noted that this project focused on the use 
of the natural variation in temperature to gain insights into the recharge processes of the Wairau River. 

Members were advised that the results from the testing were that the temperature of deeper 
groundwater or groundwater further from the Wairau River varies less than at shallow wells, or wells 
close to the channel.   

It was noted that the time delay between a maximum or minimum water temperature occurring in the 
Wairau River and in groundwater increases at greater distances from the channel, and with increased 
groundwater depth. 

The computer modelling of the temperature observations was less successful than analysing lag times 
or the annual range in temperature versus estimated travel distance from the Wairau River.  

Members were advised that qualitatively the results supported the stratigraphic survey findings that 
the Rapaura facies gravels located downstream of State Highway 6 and the old Opaōa River channel 
sediments comprise the most permeable gravels. However, it was noted that if a particular reach of 
the Wairau River leaks water opposite these permeable zones of gravel, they will convey more river 
recharge water for the same hydraulic gradient compared to a less permeable sediment. 

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:     
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Evans withdrew from the meeting at 10.21 am. 
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R.16/17.93 Response of Wairau Plain Groundwater Fed 
Springs to Predicted Sea Level Rise 
 E345-007-001 

The report provided members with information on how the groundwater resources of the Wairau 
Plains will be affected by climate variability and future climate change and identified the implications 
for the Council regulators or service providers, and the community. To highlight this report a 
powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16178445). 

Members were advised that the model predicted moderate rises in deep aquifer levels averaging 0.15 
metres, relatively large rises in shallow aquifer levels of 0.18 metres (Rarangi Shallow Aquifer) and a 
small increase in Spring Creek flow. 

It was noted that sea level rise is likely to have the greatest effect close to the coast and in rivers 
seawards of State Highway 1. Spring Creek flows are likely to increase due to sea level rise, but only 
by a small amount due to their distance from the coast. Flows in coastal springs will increase the most 
and this may have implications for the management of soil moisture levels and the operation of 
agricultural drainage networks.  

It is suggested that the Council will need to observe changes over time in the saline wedge in coastal 
rivers through its SOE monitoring programme. 

It was suggested that Mr Davidson meet with the Renwick Water Group to discuss the results from the 
reports. It was noted that we don’t have all the answers but there is the intention to meet later this year 
to discuss the findings with the Renwick group. 

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:     
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms N Eade, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Land Resources, was present for the 
following item. 

R.16/17.94 Significant Natural Areas Project – Annual 
Report 2015-2016 E310-006-001 

The report to the Committee provided a summary of results of the Significant Natural Areas (SNA) 
project over the one year period from July 2015 to June 2016. It included an overview of the 
monitoring programme carried out over the past two years to re-engage with landowners through a 
telephone survey and re-visit a selection of sites where no protection work or active management had 
taken place since the ecological survey work over ten years ago. It was noted that this programme 
and its results was reported in detail to Councillors at the previous meeting in July. 

Members were advised that while much has been achieved through the project, it appears that 
momentum to protect sites has decreased however two new projects have been undertaken in the 
previous year with 13 follow-ups. Members were advised that funding and assistance was provided to 
the Wairau/Ure Valley to undertake Old Man’s Beard eradication work.  

It was noted that monitoring of sites where protection work has been implemented showed that most 
sites were continuing to improve in condition with many unmanaged sites in a fair condition. It was 
reported that while about 50% are stable, a reasonable proportion are still deteriorating in condition 
but it was noted that the investment that is put in is generally paying off. 

In response to a query regarding what kind of loss we are potentially looking at for future reports 
members were advised that declines were more about the condition of the sites rather than the size. It 
was noted that surveys have been taken with a very broad brush mapping approach and this has 
changed over time due to better technology. It was acknowledged that there is work to be done in this 
area and this will be further investigated. 
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Members were advised that the SNA Working Group has met recently to discuss the future direction of 
the SNA programme.  The Working Group recognises that building and maintaining goodwill and 
awareness amongst landowners is at the heart of the SNA programme, and the work carried out in 
relation to the questionnaire and site re-visits has gone some way to re-establishing contact with most 
landowners in the four ecological districts involved.  This engagement could be further built on by 
extending it to other ecological districts and following up more regularly with individual landowners.  

It was noted that Federated Farmers and DOC are members of this group. Discussions have also 
been held with the wine industry, forestry, farming, other environmental groups and future discussions 
with iwi are planned.  

Discussions followed on whether it is time to develop an overarching biodiversity strategy for 
Marlborough.  

It was reported that a planned external review of the SNA programme may help to set the future 
direction and work programmes associated with the SNA project.  Also, the current review of the 
resource management framework in Marlborough through the proposed Marlborough Environment 
Plan may provide some further direction once the public submission process has been completed. 

Mr Beech/Clr Oddie:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENANCE: The Mayor rejoined the meeting at 11.01 am. 

R.16/17.95 Regional Pest Management Strategy – 
Operation Plan Report 2015/2016  
 E315-002-004-07, E315-002-004-06 

The report sought approval of the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan Report for 
2015/2016 along with approving amendments to the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational 
Plan contained within the report. The report was attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

In accordance with Section 100B(2) of the Biosecurity Act 1993, a management agency must prepare 
a report on the Operational Plan and its implementation no later than five months after the end of each 
financial year and in accordance with Sections 100B(1)(b) and (c), the Operational Plan must also be 
reviewed annually and a decision made on appropriate amendments, if necessary.  

Members were advised that a review was carried out by Biosecurity staff on 16 August 2016 and 
proposed amendments to the Operational Plan are documented in Section 12 of the Operational Plan 
Report. 

It was noted that the main purpose of the review was to provide a high level overview of the main 
performances and main key points during the year while providing a review of the performance targets 
in section 12. 

Members were advised that 91% of performance targets were met which is a slight increase on last 
year. 

Mr Johnson noted that total control of pest plants ie saffron thistle programmes have been well 
structured for eventual eradication of these pests. It was reported that greater emphasis has been 
placed on surveillance to detect the presence and absence of existing pest species and new arrivals 
coming into the region. 

There has also been greater emphasis on working with farmers in managing Nassella Tussock and 
Chilean Needle Grass. It was reported that there were 15 properties issued with enforcement notices 
out of approximately 400 property programmes and that staff will continue to work with these property 
owners. 
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It was noted that property owners are investing considerable effort themselves in pushing back 
Chilean Needle Grass infestations. Members were advised that the Chilean Needle Grass Action 
Group are also working closely with Council. 

Members were advised that there will be further investigation into developing strategies for working 
alongside communities with the potential for funding being made available to target pests in their 
areas as a number of groups submitted through the annual plan process for funding for pest 
eradication. 

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:   
1. That the information be received. 
2. That the annual report on the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan for 

the 2015/2016 financial year be approved by the Council.  
3. That the amendments to the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan be 

approved by the Council.  
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms K Winter, Environmental Health Officer, was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.96 Noise Control Contract Performance 
2015/2016 E350-007-009-02 

The report provided an update to members on the performance of the Noise Control Contractor from 
1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown 
(presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16166981). 

Members were advised that Armourguard is currently the Council’s noise control contractor. They are 
contracted to deal with excessive noise complaints and the steps involved in dealing with a complaint 
were discussed. It was noted that during the reporting period there were 1203 complaints received 
regarding excessive noise this is an increase of 117 from the previous year, 44 Excessive Noise 
Directions were issued and 8 seizures of equipment.  All items seized were stereos with one being a 
car stereo. There were no Noise Abatement Notices issued during this period. 

Members were advised that a subjective assessment tool is used to assess a noise complaint not 
noise meters. Ms Winter discussed the reasons for using the assessment tool rather than a noise 
meter. 

It was noted that the Compliance group also regularly assess where noise complaints are coming from 
and if there is a definite pattern then letters are sent to all residents in the area outlining the process of 
noise complaint action. This has been done in the past with very successful results. 

It was reported that Noise Control Officers have undertaken training in the last month to ensure that all 
officers are aware of their roles and responsibilities.  It was noted that ongoing training is planned 
which will include Environmental Health Officers attending calls with the Armourguard Officers to 
ensure consistency in assessing excessive noise. 

Members were advised that the Council’s property and information database noise enforcement 
systems have been reviewed and improved in conjunction with the Customer Services Team. 
Information brochures continue to be developed to inform people on the process involved when they 
make a complaint, what happens when equipment is seized and their rights.     

Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:   
That the report be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Andrews withdrew from the meeting at 11.29 am. 
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ATTENDANCE: Ms G Ferguson, Compliance Manager, was present for the following item. 

R.16/17.97 Dog Control Policy and Practices Annual 
Report 2015/2016 E305-000-001 

The report to the Committee sought approval for the Dog Control Policy and Practices Annual Report 
for the 2015/16 year. A copy of the report was attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

Members were advised that Section 10A of the Dog Control Act 1996 requires the Council to prepare 
an annual report on its dog control activities for the previous financial year. It was noted that on 
receiving approval from the Committee a copy of the report will be publicly notified and a copy sent to 
the Secretary for Local Government, within one month of its release. 

It was noted that there are 10,000 dogs in Marlborough with Animal Control dealing with over 2,000 
complaints. It was reported that alongside complaints there are also a significant number of feel good 
stories with regard to the rehoming of dogs and the education programmes being undertaken by 
Animal Control. 

Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti:   
1. That the Dog Control Policy and Practices Annual Report for the 2015/2016 year be 

approved. 
2. That the report be publicly notified and a copy be provided to the Secretary of Local 

Government. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Mr A van Wijngaarden, Harbour Master, was present for the following two items. 

R.16/17.98 Aids to Navigation H100-005-14 
The report to the Committee provided an update on the ongoing management of Aids to Navigation 
(AtoNs). 

Members were advised that IALA standards for all lit navigation aids have been achieved for the past 
six weeks. 

It was reported that there have been six failures since the previous report with 64 hours out of a 
possible 1488 hours which is well within our timeframes. Mr Wijngaard noted that this highlights the 
benefits of taking the maintenance in-house as it means we can react to failures proactively. 

It was noted that a GSM capable light has been installed at Shag Point and enables constant 
monitoring of the light status and battery.  This is very useful and a second GSM light has now been 
purchased for installation at Robertson Pt in Port Underwood. 

It was reported that lighting in the Queen Charlotte Sound/Totaranui east of Dieffenbach Point is being 
reviewed with a view to lighting the deep water shipping channel east of Long Island.  A draft scoping 
report is being prepared. 

Members were advised that the ‘final draft’ of AtoN management and monitoring database is now 
being tested and it is hoped that it will be in operation by mid-September.   

Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 
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R.16/17.99 Marine Farm Light Audits H100-004-003-16 
The report to the Committee provided an update on the ongoing marine farm light audits that are being 
carried out. 

Members were advised that the majority of consents have now been reviewed and an audit to record 
compliance with lighting requirements has now been resumed, a matter the Marine Farming 
Association was advised of in advance. It was noted that the larger farm owners are proactive in 
monitoring their own farms.  

Members were advised that there is still considerable variability with respect to requirements relating 
to the inshore marking of marine farms and work to clarify matters in conjunction with the Marine 
Farming Association has been completed. 

Members were advised that two farms had no lights and infringement notices were issued. It was 
noted that there has been a continuing improvement in overall compliance with responses from 
farmers showing a significant increase.  

It was acknowledged that this was Mr Wijngaarden’s last report to the Environment Committee as he 
was retiring from the position of Harbour Master. Members thanked Mr Wijngaarden for his significant 
contribution to this Council and this Committee and wished him all the best for his retirement.  

It was noted that Luke Grogen, who is the current Deputy Harbour Master, has been appointed to the 
position of Harbour Master. 

Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ms L Kensington, Environmental Health Officer, was present for the following two 
items. 

R.16/17.100 Winery Wastewater & Grape Marc 
Monitoring Report E360-006-02 

The report to the Committee provided information on the Compliance Group’s ongoing monitoring of 
the discharge of winery wastewater and grape marc to land for the period 1 June 2015 – 31 May 2016. 
To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record 
No.16178456). 

Members were advised that there are thirty-seven wineries in Marlborough and twenty-three of those 
wineries were inspected in 2015/16. It was noted that the wineries within the Riverlands and Cloudy 
Bay industrial zones were not monitored as they discharge directly to trade waste and three of the 
wineries in the rural zone have their wastewater taken offsite. 

Ms Kensington reported that eight wineries were fully compliant with all conditions or rules, three 
wineries were assessed as technically non-compliant, one winery was assessed as non-compliant, 13 
wineries had only one condition or rule assessed as non-compliant and nine wineries had two or more 
conditions or rules assessed as non-compliant.  

It was reported that the increased number of significant non-compliance is largely due to the condition 
or rule being previously assessed as non-compliant in 2015 and continuing to be non-compliant in 
2016. There were no adverse environmental effects noted during the harvest inspections in 2016. The 
compliance rate has remained similar between 2015 and 2016. It was noted that the increased harvest 
volume appears to be related to the increase in significant non-compliance.  It was noted that no 
wineries have exceeded their consents. 

Members were advised that post vintage there have been a number of issues with grape marc storage 
and leachate discharge at four separate locations, primarily where grape marc has been brought 
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onsite from a number of wineries. The issues observed include insufficient leachate containment 
systems resulting in discharge to land and water. This has resulted in Council issuing four separate 
abatement notices. It was reported that following the issuing of the abatement notices three have 
complied but one is still in breach of the notice. 

It was noted that the 2016/2017 season will continue to focus on education about the criteria required 
for consent conditions, plan rule standards and achieving compliance. This is to ensure accurate data 
and records are provided to Council to demonstrate compliance and avoid any adverse effects from 
winery discharges. 

It was reported that prior to the 2017 vintage, Council will engage with industry to address winery solid 
waste disposal issues and work on sustainable solutions that are environmentally responsible. For the 
2017 vintage the wineries will continue to be monitored and site visits will be conducted based on the 
size and compliance history of the wineries.  

The Compliance Group is continuing to take a proactive and constructive partnership approach to 
monitoring the discharge of winery wastewater and grape marc with education, relationship building 
and graduated enforcement when required with the key objective being the mitigation of adverse 
environmental effects.  

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.16/17.101 Compliance Monitoring Programme 2016 
 E360-006-02 

The report provided information to the Committee on the Environmental Protection Group’s Strategic 
Compliance Monitoring Programme which has been developed for 2016 and into the future and an 
overview of the Resource Consented activities actively monitored in 2015/16. To highlight this report a 
powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16178461). 

Ms Kensington advised members that Council has 33,247+ active Resource Consents with three 
fulltime staff carrying out resource consent and permitted activity monitoring and one monitoring 
administration officer. 

It was noted that the Strategic Compliance Monitoring Programme has been developed by the 
Environmental Protection Team to prioritise the monitoring of resource consents. Resource consent 
monitoring has been undertaken using the programme since January 2015. The programme has 
evolved over this time as new issues have arisen and as time and resources allow. It was reported 
that the monitoring of consents has moved from a primarily reactive to a proactive regime with more 
consented activities being actively monitored than previously occurred.  

Members were advised that to ensure consistency between compliance officers a compliance scoring 
table has been introduced and compliance reports are produced for each monitored consent. 

As part of the move to more proactive monitoring, the Environmental Protection Team has developed 
a customer satisfaction survey. This survey is sent to the consent holder following monitoring. It 
consists of 11 questions designed to provide feedback to the team to improve delivery of service 
Members were advised that the team received a 7.64 out of 10 rating from customers on how satisfied 
they felt with the Team’s undertaking of resource consent monitoring. 

The use of Compliance Snapshots and educational material is being developed to increase the public 
and consent holders’ knowledge of requirements and of the monitoring projects undertaken by the 
Environmental Protection Team.  

Clr Barsanti/Mr Beech:   
That the information be received. 
Carried 
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R.16/17.102 2015/2016 Regulatory Budget Carryovers 
 R450-002-G01, F275-001-02 

A request for Regulatory 2015/2016 Budget Carryovers to be incorporated into the 2016/2017 budget 
was put forward for consideration by the Committee. 

It was noted that a number of works scheduled for completion in 2015/16 did not proceed for a variety 
of reasons. There is no rating impact arising from the carryover action. 

Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti:   
That the 2016/2017 budget be amended to incorporate the Regulatory Department 2015/2016 
carryovers. 

Carried 

R.16/17.103 Information Package - 
Clrs Arbuckle/Shenfield:   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 13 September 2016 be received 
and noted. 
Carried 

Clr Jerram noted that as this was the last Environment Committee meeting he would chair, as he was 
not seeking re-election, he thanked the members of the Committee for their hard work and diligence in 
matters put before this Committee. He acknowledged the invaluable support provided by 
Raymond Smith and Ross Beech during his time as chairman and noted the important part that they 
have played as members of this Committee. 

The Mayor thanked Clr Jerram for his contribution as Chair to this Committee and acknowledged his 
commitment to the community and Council. He thanked Ali Jerram for her support and wished them 
both the very best for the future. 

ATTENDANCE: Clr Brooks withdrew from the meeting at 12.32 pm. 

R.16/17.104 Decision to Conduct Business with the 
Public Excluded - 

Clr Barsanti/The Mayor:   
That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, 
namely: 

-  Enforcement and Prosecution Committee 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason 
for passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 
48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of 
this resolution are as follows: 
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General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the 
passing of this resolution 

Enforcement and 
Prosecution Committee 

In order to protect the 
privacy of natural persons, 
as provided for under 
Section 7(2)(a). 

That the public conduct of the relevant 
part of the proceedings of the meeting 
would be likely to result in the disclosure 
of information for which good reason for 
withholding exists under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987. 

 
Carried 

The meeting closed at 12.50 pm. 

Record No:  16178428 
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Minutes of a Meeting of the 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on 
TUESDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER 2016 commencing at 9.00 am.

Present

Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), G S Barsanti, D D Oddie, C J Brooks, J A Arbuckle, L M Shenfield, Mr E R Beech (Rural representative) and Mr R Smith (Iwi representative) and Mayor Sowman

Also Present


Councillors T E Hook, J L Andrews and G I T Evans

In Attendance


Mr A Johnson (Environmental Science & Monitoring Manager), and Ms N Chauval (Committee Secretary).

Apologies


That the apology for non attendance from Clr B G Dawson be noted.


R.16/17.89
Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business


Clrs Oddie/Barsanti:

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute R.13/14.166) be received and the recommendations adopted:


· S & M Cuff, 52 Old Renwick Road, Rapaura - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).


· A & M James, 38 Dry Hills Rise, Riverlands - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).

· R Houlker & K Birch, 281 Swamp Road, RD 2, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).


· V & G Twose, 7 Lybster Street, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).


· M & T Wheelans, 34 Harbour View Heights, Picton - approval to use a lockable cover on an unfenced spa pool (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).


· T & P Blackwood, 58 Blicks Lane, RD 2, Blenheim - exemption to reinstall a Coverstar safety pool cover as confirmed by the installer (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).


· G & C Millar, 16 Rutledge Drive, Springlands, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).


· G Farrington & V Hargraves, 409 Northbank Road, RD 5, Blenheim - exemption to reinstall a Coverstar safety pool cover as confirmed by the installer (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987).


Carried

ATTENDANCE: Leigh Stevens, Wriggle Limited Estuary Ecologist and Dr S Urlich, Environmental Scientist were present for the following item.


R.16/17.90
Waikawa Estuary and Whangarae Estuary Monitoring


E325-006-018-03, E325-006-008-01

The report to the Committee supplied the results from recent monitoring of the Waikawa and Whangarae estuaries.  Fine and broad-scale reports by Nelson-based estuary specialists Wriggle Limited were attached to the agenda for members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16178434).

Dr Urlich introduced Leigh Stevens from Wriggle Limited and noted that Wriggle Coastal Management are currently standardising the national monitoring of estuaries. It was noted that the recently undertaken ecological surveys of Waikawa Bay and Whangarae Bay estuaries comprised mapping of different habitats including vegetation patterns.  It was reported that ecologically valuable seagrass beds were identified in both estuaries and it was recommended that the replanting of saltmarsh and native vegetation around the margins to improve ecological health for Waikawa Bay be undertaken.

Mr Stevens advised members that a broad scale and fine sediment monitoring was undertaken on the estuaries. He discussed the issues that are currently facing the estuaries with fine sediment build up and an excess of nutrients. He noted that keeping fine sediments out of estuaries is one of the aims as contaminants coming in to the estuaries bind to fine sediments and if you control sediments you control a number of other things at the same time. 


Mr Stevens discussed the findings for Whangarae Bay and it was found that overall it is in a good state. He considers it a gem to have in the region and as such could be used as a baseline mark for other estuaries. He suggested that Whangarae Bay undergo 10 yearly broad scale habitat mapping unless obvious changes were observed and that for fine scale monitoring it would be beneficial to be established on a three year base line which would provide a much stronger statistical package for comparing change within this estuary and other estuaries. 


It was reported that the Waikawa estuary is highly modified due to the marina. It was noted that the same rating was applied to the Waikawa estuary as Whangarae Bay. 


Members were advised that mercury was detected in Waikawa Bay but it was measured as a low risk. It was noted that the presence of mercury will persist until it gets mobilised out of the estuary or buried as it takes a significant amount of time to break down if it is not exposed to oxygen.  It was reported that the biggest risk is mercury entering the food chain however a large quantity of shellfish would need to be consumed for it to have an effect. He reported that if shellfish is gathered then it would be sensible to monitor shellfish for human consumption.


Members were advised that the Waikawa estuary is in a moderate state and suggested undertaking a broadscale habitat mapping 5-10 yearly unless obvious changes were observed and fine scale monitoring be undertaken on a five yearly basis.


It was queried whether a rise in sea levels resulting in different sorts of wave action could influence the release of chemicals into the environment. Mr Stevens advised that the concentration of contaminants is not specifically wide spread but suggested encouraging the replanting of salt marsh and native vegetation would be a buffer against sea level rise however it would need to be on a gentle slope to have sufficient effect.


In response to a query regarding the restoration project Dr Urlich advised that Port Marlborough, Te Atiawa Trust and Council’s Rivers Section are to form a working group to characterise the contaminations right out to the boat club and identify whether it is isolated or wide spread. This is intended to commence within the next few months. It was noted that Envirolink will design a monitoring programme to incorporate the estuarine monitoring and habitat assessment.


Clrs Oddie/Brooks:  


That the information be received.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Mr P Hamill, Council’s Environmental Scientist, was present for the following item.


R.16/17.91
Cumulative Effects of Infiltration Gallery Installation and Maintenance on Instream Life in the Awatere River
E310-003-001

The report provided an update to the Committee on the proposed response to the Cawthron report which was attached to the agenda for members’ information. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16178437).


Members were advised that the report concluded that instream work associated with infiltration gallery maintenance has adverse environmental effects and that the effects of individual cases of instream work are primarily quite localised and transient.  It was reported that there is a potential for more substantial cumulative effects to arise in the Awatere River from multiple instances of gallery maintenance, given the large number of gallery takes in the lower river and the apparently high maintenance requirements.


It was noted that fish are likely to be impacted in terms of foraging success as preferred food species are highly susceptible to impacts of sedimentation.  The mechanical damage to the stream bed and habitat may persist until the next flow event with sufficient power to mobilise the substrate, and the cumulative impact of fish mortality associated with instream works has the potential to become significant if the number and frequency of maintenance events is very high.


There is considerable uncertainty around the frequency, timing and location of gallery maintenance works and the extent of sedimentation from instream works in the Awatere is unknown.  Consequently, conclusively determining the cumulative effects of instream maintenance works associated with infiltration galleries is not currently possible.

Cawthron has recommended that sedimentation in the vicinity of instream works is monitored to attempt to assess any negative impacts over time on aquatic ecosystems, and to help shed light on the potential extent of cumulative sedimentation effects. 

It was reported that Cawthron suggests that until more information can be gathered a precautionary approach would be to avoid issuing consents for new infiltration galleries and to limit the extent and frequency of instream works.

It was noted that there is anxiety within the Awatere Water Users Group that as their resource consents for water take are renewed, they may only be granted short term consents, and given the large cost of obtaining consent this is causing them concern.

It was reported that the Council is also in consultation with the Awatere Water Users Group to increase the number of works notified to Council and develop appropriate methodologies and practices for maintenance. It was also reported that Awatere Water Users Group have done a considerable amount of work putting in place good practices around maintenance. It was noted that Ngāi Tahu have reviewed this work and given their approval. It was noted that consultation with iwi will be ongoing. 


Mr Hamill advised members that the Council has been successful in obtaining an Envirolink grant to engage Cawthron to develop a methodology for a monitoring programme which will allow the Council to determine if the cumulative adverse effects are impacting the instream life. It was suggested that Ngāi Tahu be part of the methodology development.

Clrs Brooks/Oddie:  


That the report be received.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: The Mayor withdrew from the meeting at 10.10 am.

ATTENDANCE: Mr P Davidson, Council’s Groundwater Scientist, was present for the following two items.


R.16/17.92
Wairau Aquifer Recharge Mechanism – Temperature Propagation Report


E345-007-001


The report provided an update to the Committee on how the Modelling of Temperature in Wairau Aquifer work helps explain the causes of the long term declining trend in Wairau Aquifer recharge sector levels. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16178445).


Mr Davidson discussed the report and advised members that water temperature provides a useful means by which to infer river – groundwater interactions and can potentially be applied to reduce the uncertainty of aquifer recharge estimates. Monitoring shows that in the past 30 years the groundwater levels in the aquifer have dropped by about a metre. It was noted that this project focused on the use of the natural variation in temperature to gain insights into the recharge processes of the Wairau River.


Members were advised that the results from the testing were that the temperature of deeper groundwater or groundwater further from the Wairau River varies less than at shallow wells, or wells close to the channel.  


It was noted that the time delay between a maximum or minimum water temperature occurring in the Wairau River and in groundwater increases at greater distances from the channel, and with increased groundwater depth.


The computer modelling of the temperature observations was less successful than analysing lag times or the annual range in temperature versus estimated travel distance from the Wairau River. 

Members were advised that qualitatively the results supported the stratigraphic survey findings that the Rapaura facies gravels located downstream of State Highway 6 and the old Opaōa River channel sediments comprise the most permeable gravels. However, it was noted that if a particular reach of the Wairau River leaks water opposite these permeable zones of gravel, they will convey more river recharge water for the same hydraulic gradient compared to a less permeable sediment.


Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:    


That the report be received.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Clr Evans withdrew from the meeting at 10.21 am.


R.16/17.93
Response of Wairau Plain Groundwater Fed Springs to Predicted Sea Level Rise

E345-007-001

The report provided members with information on how the groundwater resources of the Wairau Plains will be affected by climate variability and future climate change and identified the implications for the Council regulators or service providers, and the community. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16178445).


Members were advised that the model predicted moderate rises in deep aquifer levels averaging 0.15 metres, relatively large rises in shallow aquifer levels of 0.18 metres (Rarangi Shallow Aquifer) and a small increase in Spring Creek flow.


It was noted that sea level rise is likely to have the greatest effect close to the coast and in rivers seawards of State Highway 1. Spring Creek flows are likely to increase due to sea level rise, but only by a small amount due to their distance from the coast. Flows in coastal springs will increase the most and this may have implications for the management of soil moisture levels and the operation of agricultural drainage networks. 


It is suggested that the Council will need to observe changes over time in the saline wedge in coastal rivers through its SOE monitoring programme.


It was suggested that Mr Davidson meet with the Renwick Water Group to discuss the results from the reports. It was noted that we don’t have all the answers but there is the intention to meet later this year to discuss the findings with the Renwick group.

Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:    


That the report be received.


Carried

ATTENDANCE: Ms N Eade, Council’s Environmental Scientist – Land Resources, was present for the following item.


R.16/17.94
Significant Natural Areas Project – Annual Report 2015‑2016
E310-006-001

The report to the Committee provided a summary of results of the Significant Natural Areas (SNA) project over the one year period from July 2015 to June 2016. It included an overview of the monitoring programme carried out over the past two years to re‑engage with landowners through a telephone survey and re-visit a selection of sites where no protection work or active management had taken place since the ecological survey work over ten years ago. It was noted that this programme and its results was reported in detail to Councillors at the previous meeting in July.


Members were advised that while much has been achieved through the project, it appears that momentum to protect sites has decreased however two new projects have been undertaken in the previous year with 13 follow-ups. Members were advised that funding and assistance was provided to the Wairau/Ure Valley to undertake Old Man’s Beard eradication work. 


It was noted that monitoring of sites where protection work has been implemented showed that most sites were continuing to improve in condition with many unmanaged sites in a fair condition. It was reported that while about 50% are stable, a reasonable proportion are still deteriorating in condition but it was noted that the investment that is put in is generally paying off.

In response to a query regarding what kind of loss we are potentially looking at for future reports members were advised that declines were more about the condition of the sites rather than the size. It was noted that surveys have been taken with a very broad brush mapping approach and this has changed over time due to better technology. It was acknowledged that there is work to be done in this area and this will be further investigated.


Members were advised that the SNA Working Group has met recently to discuss the future direction of the SNA programme.  The Working Group recognises that building and maintaining goodwill and awareness amongst landowners is at the heart of the SNA programme, and the work carried out in relation to the questionnaire and site re-visits has gone some way to re-establishing contact with most landowners in the four ecological districts involved.  This engagement could be further built on by extending it to other ecological districts and following up more regularly with individual landowners. 


It was noted that Federated Farmers and DOC are members of this group. Discussions have also been held with the wine industry, forestry, farming, other environmental groups and future discussions with iwi are planned. 

Discussions followed on whether it is time to develop an overarching biodiversity strategy for Marlborough. 

It was reported that a planned external review of the SNA programme may help to set the future direction and work programmes associated with the SNA project.  Also, the current review of the resource management framework in Marlborough through the proposed Marlborough Environment Plan may provide some further direction once the public submission process has been completed.

Mr Beech/Clr Oddie:  


That the information be received.


Carried


ATTENANCE: The Mayor rejoined the meeting at 11.01 am.


R.16/17.95
Regional Pest Management Strategy – Operation Plan Report 2015/2016


E315-002-004-07, E315-002-004-06

The report sought approval of the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan Report for 2015/2016 along with approving amendments to the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan contained within the report. The report was attached to the agenda for members’ information.

In accordance with Section 100B(2) of the Biosecurity Act 1993, a management agency must prepare a report on the Operational Plan and its implementation no later than five months after the end of each financial year and in accordance with Sections 100B(1)(b) and (c), the Operational Plan must also be reviewed annually and a decision made on appropriate amendments, if necessary. 


Members were advised that a review was carried out by Biosecurity staff on 16 August 2016 and proposed amendments to the Operational Plan are documented in Section 12 of the Operational Plan Report.

It was noted that the main purpose of the review was to provide a high level overview of the main performances and main key points during the year while providing a review of the performance targets in section 12.


Members were advised that 91% of performance targets were met which is a slight increase on last year.


Mr Johnson noted that total control of pest plants ie saffron thistle programmes have been well structured for eventual eradication of these pests. It was reported that greater emphasis has been placed on surveillance to detect the presence and absence of existing pest species and new arrivals coming into the region.

There has also been greater emphasis on working with farmers in managing Nassella Tussock and Chilean Needle Grass. It was reported that there were 15 properties issued with enforcement notices out of approximately 400 property programmes and that staff will continue to work with these property owners.

It was noted that property owners are investing considerable effort themselves in pushing back Chilean Needle Grass infestations. Members were advised that the Chilean Needle Grass Action Group are also working closely with Council.


Members were advised that there will be further investigation into developing strategies for working alongside communities with the potential for funding being made available to target pests in their areas as a number of groups submitted through the annual plan process for funding for pest eradication.


Clrs Barsanti/Brooks:  


1. That the information be received.

2. That the annual report on the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan for the 2015/2016 financial year be approved by the Council. 


3. That the amendments to the Regional Pest Management Strategy Operational Plan be approved by the Council. 


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Ms K Winter, Environmental Health Officer, was present for the following item.


R.16/17.96
Noise Control Contract Performance 2015/2016
E350-007-009-02

The report provided an update to members on the performance of the Noise Control Contractor from 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2016. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16166981).

Members were advised that Armourguard is currently the Council’s noise control contractor. They are contracted to deal with excessive noise complaints and the steps involved in dealing with a complaint were discussed. It was noted that during the reporting period there were 1203 complaints received regarding excessive noise this is an increase of 117 from the previous year, 44 Excessive Noise Directions were issued and 8 seizures of equipment.  All items seized were stereos with one being a car stereo. There were no Noise Abatement Notices issued during this period.


Members were advised that a subjective assessment tool is used to assess a noise complaint not noise meters. Ms Winter discussed the reasons for using the assessment tool rather than a noise meter.

It was noted that the Compliance group also regularly assess where noise complaints are coming from and if there is a definite pattern then letters are sent to all residents in the area outlining the process of noise complaint action. This has been done in the past with very successful results.


It was reported that Noise Control Officers have undertaken training in the last month to ensure that all officers are aware of their roles and responsibilities.  It was noted that ongoing training is planned which will include Environmental Health Officers attending calls with the Armourguard Officers to ensure consistency in assessing excessive noise.


Members were advised that the Council’s property and information database noise enforcement systems have been reviewed and improved in conjunction with the Customer Services Team. Information brochures continue to be developed to inform people on the process involved when they make a complaint, what happens when equipment is seized and their rights.    


Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:  


That the report be received.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Clr Andrews withdrew from the meeting at 11.29 am.


ATTENDANCE: Ms G Ferguson, Compliance Manager, was present for the following item.


R.16/17.97
Dog Control Policy and Practices Annual Report 2015/2016
E305-000-001

The report to the Committee sought approval for the Dog Control Policy and Practices Annual Report for the 2015/16 year. A copy of the report was attached to the agenda for members’ information.

Members were advised that Section 10A of the Dog Control Act 1996 requires the Council to prepare an annual report on its dog control activities for the previous financial year. It was noted that on receiving approval from the Committee a copy of the report will be publicly notified and a copy sent to the Secretary for Local Government, within one month of its release.

It was noted that there are 10,000 dogs in Marlborough with Animal Control dealing with over 2,000 complaints. It was reported that alongside complaints there are also a significant number of feel good stories with regard to the rehoming of dogs and the education programmes being undertaken by Animal Control.

Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti:  


4. That the Dog Control Policy and Practices Annual Report for the 2015/2016 year be approved.


5. That the report be publicly notified and a copy be provided to the Secretary of Local Government.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Mr A van Wijngaarden, Harbour Master, was present for the following two items.

R.16/17.98
Aids to Navigation
H100-005-14

The report to the Committee provided an update on the ongoing management of Aids to Navigation (AtoNs).

Members were advised that IALA standards for all lit navigation aids have been achieved for the past six weeks.


It was reported that there have been six failures since the previous report with 64 hours out of a possible 1488 hours which is well within our timeframes. Mr Wijngaard noted that this highlights the benefits of taking the maintenance in-house as it means we can react to failures proactively.


It was noted that a GSM capable light has been installed at Shag Point and enables constant monitoring of the light status and battery.  This is very useful and a second GSM light has now been purchased for installation at Robertson Pt in Port Underwood.


It was reported that lighting in the Queen Charlotte Sound/Totaranui east of Dieffenbach Point is being reviewed with a view to lighting the deep water shipping channel east of Long Island.  A draft scoping report is being prepared.

Members were advised that the ‘final draft’ of AtoN management and monitoring database is now being tested and it is hoped that it will be in operation by mid-September.  


Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti:  


That the information be received.


Carried

R.16/17.99
Marine Farm Light Audits
H100-004-003-16

The report to the Committee provided an update on the ongoing marine farm light audits that are being carried out.

Members were advised that the majority of consents have now been reviewed and an audit to record compliance with lighting requirements has now been resumed, a matter the Marine Farming Association was advised of in advance. It was noted that the larger farm owners are proactive in monitoring their own farms. 


Members were advised that there is still considerable variability with respect to requirements relating to the inshore marking of marine farms and work to clarify matters in conjunction with the Marine Farming Association has been completed.


Members were advised that two farms had no lights and infringement notices were issued. It was noted that there has been a continuing improvement in overall compliance with responses from farmers showing a significant increase. 

It was acknowledged that this was Mr Wijngaarden’s last report to the Environment Committee as he was retiring from the position of Harbour Master. Members thanked Mr Wijngaarden for his significant contribution to this Council and this Committee and wished him all the best for his retirement. 

It was noted that Luke Grogen, who is the current Deputy Harbour Master, has been appointed to the position of Harbour Master.


Clrs Barsanti/Oddie:  


That the information be received.


Carried


ATTENDANCE: Ms L Kensington, Environmental Health Officer, was present for the following two items.

R.16/17.100
Winery Wastewater & Grape Marc Monitoring Report
E360-006-02

The report to the Committee provided information on the Compliance Group’s ongoing monitoring of the discharge of winery wastewater and grape marc to land for the period 1 June 2015 – 31 May 2016. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No.16178456).

Members were advised that there are thirty-seven wineries in Marlborough and twenty-three of those wineries were inspected in 2015/16. It was noted that the wineries within the Riverlands and Cloudy Bay industrial zones were not monitored as they discharge directly to trade waste and three of the wineries in the rural zone have their wastewater taken offsite.

Ms Kensington reported that eight wineries were fully compliant with all conditions or rules, three wineries were assessed as technically non-compliant, one winery was assessed as non-compliant, 13 wineries had only one condition or rule assessed as non-compliant and nine wineries had two or more conditions or rules assessed as non-compliant. 


It was reported that the increased number of significant non-compliance is largely due to the condition or rule being previously assessed as non-compliant in 2015 and continuing to be non-compliant in 2016. There were no adverse environmental effects noted during the harvest inspections in 2016. The compliance rate has remained similar between 2015 and 2016. It was noted that the increased harvest volume appears to be related to the increase in significant non-compliance.  It was noted that no wineries have exceeded their consents.

Members were advised that post vintage there have been a number of issues with grape marc storage and leachate discharge at four separate locations, primarily where grape marc has been brought onsite from a number of wineries. The issues observed include insufficient leachate containment systems resulting in discharge to land and water. This has resulted in Council issuing four separate abatement notices. It was reported that following the issuing of the abatement notices three have complied but one is still in breach of the notice.

It was noted that the 2016/2017 season will continue to focus on education about the criteria required for consent conditions, plan rule standards and achieving compliance. This is to ensure accurate data and records are provided to Council to demonstrate compliance and avoid any adverse effects from winery discharges.


It was reported that prior to the 2017 vintage, Council will engage with industry to address winery solid waste disposal issues and work on sustainable solutions that are environmentally responsible. For the 2017 vintage the wineries will continue to be monitored and site visits will be conducted based on the size and compliance history of the wineries. 

The Compliance Group is continuing to take a proactive and constructive partnership approach to monitoring the discharge of winery wastewater and grape marc with education, relationship building and graduated enforcement when required with the key objective being the mitigation of adverse environmental effects. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield:  


That the information be received.


Carried


R.16/17.101
Compliance Monitoring Programme 2016

E360-006-02


The report provided information to the Committee on the Environmental Protection Group’s Strategic Compliance Monitoring Programme which has been developed for 2016 and into the future and an overview of the Resource Consented activities actively monitored in 2015/16. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16178461).

Ms Kensington advised members that Council has 33,247+ active Resource Consents with three fulltime staff carrying out resource consent and permitted activity monitoring and one monitoring administration officer.


It was noted that the Strategic Compliance Monitoring Programme has been developed by the Environmental Protection Team to prioritise the monitoring of resource consents. Resource consent monitoring has been undertaken using the programme since January 2015. The programme has evolved over this time as new issues have arisen and as time and resources allow. It was reported that the monitoring of consents has moved from a primarily reactive to a proactive regime with more consented activities being actively monitored than previously occurred. 

Members were advised that to ensure consistency between compliance officers a compliance scoring table has been introduced and compliance reports are produced for each monitored consent.


As part of the move to more proactive monitoring, the Environmental Protection Team has developed a customer satisfaction survey. This survey is sent to the consent holder following monitoring. It consists of 11 questions designed to provide feedback to the team to improve delivery of service Members were advised that the team received a 7.64 out of 10 rating from customers on how satisfied they felt with the Team’s undertaking of resource consent monitoring.


The use of Compliance Snapshots and educational material is being developed to increase the public and consent holders’ knowledge of requirements and of the monitoring projects undertaken by the Environmental Protection Team. 

Clr Barsanti/Mr Beech:  


That the information be received.


Carried

R.16/17.102
2015/2016 Regulatory Budget Carryovers

R450-002-G01, F275-001-02

A request for Regulatory 2015/2016 Budget Carryovers to be incorporated into the 2016/2017 budget was put forward for consideration by the Committee.


It was noted that a number of works scheduled for completion in 2015/16 did not proceed for a variety of reasons. There is no rating impact arising from the carryover action.

Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti:  


That the 2016/2017 budget be amended to incorporate the Regulatory Department 2015/2016 carryovers.

Carried

R.16/17.103
Information Package
-


Clrs Arbuckle/Shenfield:  


That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 13 September 2016 be received and noted.


Carried

Clr Jerram noted that as this was the last Environment Committee meeting he would chair, as he was not seeking re-election, he thanked the members of the Committee for their hard work and diligence in matters put before this Committee. He acknowledged the invaluable support provided by Raymond Smith and Ross Beech during his time as chairman and noted the important part that they have played as members of this Committee.


The Mayor thanked Clr Jerram for his contribution as Chair to this Committee and acknowledged his commitment to the community and Council. He thanked Ali Jerram for her support and wished them both the very best for the future.


ATTENDANCE: Clr Brooks withdrew from the meeting at 12.32 pm.


R.16/17.104
Decision to Conduct Business with the Public Excluded
-


Clr Barsanti/The Mayor:  


That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely:


- 
Enforcement and Prosecution Committee

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows:

		General subject of each matter to be considered

		Reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter

		Ground(s) under Section 48(1) for the passing of this resolution



		Enforcement and Prosecution Committee

		In order to protect the privacy of natural persons, as provided for under Section 7(2)(a).

		That the public conduct of the relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting would be likely to result in the disclosure of information for which good reason for withholding exists under Section 7 of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.





Carried

The meeting closed at 12.50 pm.
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