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Minutes of a Meeting of the  
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on  
THURSDAY, 16 JUNE 2016 commencing at 1.00 pm. 

Present 
Councillors P J S Jerram (Chairperson), J A Arbuckle, L M Shenfield, G S Barsanti, Mr E R Beech 
(Rural representative) and Mayor Sowman (from 1.50 pm) 

Also Present 
Councillors J L Andrews, B G Dawson (from 1.15 pm), T E Hook (from 1.36 pm), J C Leggett and 
G I T Evans 

In Attendance 
Mr H R Versteegh (Manager, Regulatory Department), and Nicole Chauval (Committee Secretary). 

Apologies 
Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield 
That the apologies for absence from Clr C J Brooks and D D Oddie be received and sustained 
and the apology for non-attendance from Clr Sloan be noted. 

Carried 

R.15/16.441 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business 
Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti 

That the following approvals granted by the Swimming Pools Sub-Committee acting under 
delegated authority (Regulatory Committee Minute R.13/14.166) be received and the 
recommendations adopted: 

• J & L White, 2A Rudd Crescent, Blenheim - exemption for doors opening into pool area 
(exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• S & B Richmond, 5739 State Highway 6, Rai Valley - exemption to install a Save-T Cover 
III automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing 
of Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• R Whitham, 65 David Street, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III automatic 
pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• A M Jay, 31 Endeavour Street, Blenheim - exemption to install a Save-T Cover III 
automatic pool cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of 
Swimming Pools Act 1987). 

• J & J Neal, 8 Rousell Place, Blenheim - exemption to install a Coverstar safety pool cover 
in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming Pools 
Act 1987). 

• T & N Westend, 365 Brookby Road, Fairhall - exemption to install a Coverstar safety pool 
cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act 1987). 
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• D & S Fox, 43 Anglesea Street, Renwick - exemption to install a Coverstar safety pool 
cover in lieu of a fence (exemption pursuant to section 6 of the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act 1987). 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Emily Wilton, Air Quality Consultant, Environet Limited was present for the following 
item. 

R.15/16.442 Annual Air Quality Monitoring Report - 
Blenheim 2015 E300-004-003-01 

The Annual Air Quality State of the Environment Report for the year 2015 was presented to the 
Committee by Emily Wilton, Environet Limited. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was 
shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16109599). 

Members were advised that particulate (PM10) is the main air pollutant concern in urban areas with air 
quality monitoring of PM10 in Blenheim being carried out since 2000. It was noted that the main source 
of PM10 during winter is solid fuel burning for domestic home heating.  

It was reported that concentrations of PM10 exceeded 50 µg/m-3 (24-hour average) at the 
Redwoodtown site on four occasions in 2015. Each of these was considered a breach of the NES 
(which allows one exceedance per year) because the first exceedance in May was less than a year 
before the 2014 exceedance. The maximum concentration was 79 µgm-3 and the second highest PM10 
concentration was 70 µg/m-3. The yearly average PM10 concentration was 17 µg/m-3, which was noted 
as being similar to previous years. 

Members were advised that the Blenheim airshed will not comply with the Ministry for the Environment 
requirement to comply with the NES for PM10 by September 2016. It was noted that the recently 
notified Marlborough Environmental Plan does have a range of policies and measures in place in 
order to address non-compliance with the NES. 

In response to a query regarding Marlborough not complying Ms Wilton advised that it is unclear what 
the Ministry’s intended approach would be as the standard is currently being reviewed. It was also 
noted that Marlborough is not the only Council that is not complying. 

Ms Wilton advised members of the Lawa website and noted that the air quality information for 
Marlborough is available for them and the public to view. The following link to the website 
www.lawa.org.nz was emailed to members following the meeting. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield 
That the report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Peter Davidson, Groundwater Scientist and Scott Wilson Lincoln Agritech Lincoln 
University were present for the following item. 

R.15/16.443 Wairau River - Wairau Aquifer Interaction 
Project Update E345-007-001 

The Committee was updated on the progress towards explaining the declining trend in Wairau Aquifer 
levels and were presented with two recent reports on hydrological investigations.  To highlight this 
report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16109603). 

The reports, Wairau Aquifer Stratigraphy Review by Lincoln Agritech Limited and Groundwater surface 
water interaction in a coastal aquifer system, Marlborough, New Zealand by GNS Science at Taupo 
were attached to the agenda for members’ information. 

http://www.lawa.org.nz/
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Scott Wilson advised members that the aim of the research was to find out if the aquifer is a layered 
system and if it is layered, this would have implications for aquifer recharge, the internal flow 
pathways, and discharge. It was noted that to test this they reviewed deep bore logs (>18m), created a 
3D visualisation and delineated the new geology in ArcGIS. Members were advised that the table 
contained in the agenda item identified the various programmes making up the project and their 
findings. 

Mr Wilson noted that the key geographical features of the area were two main permeable layers 
separated by a lower permeability horizon. The top layer has been deposited in the last few hundred 
years and allows river charge to occur in a 3km reach below Rock Ferry providing recharge to the 
deeper aquifer layer, a shallow high permeability channel upstream of SH6 coinciding with the old 
Opawa River channel and a shallow high permeability area between Pauls-Giffords Road. 

The next steps on testing the new geology were discussed. It was noted that the data from the MDC 
chemistry database shows that the upper and lower aquifer layers are chemically distinctive. This 
knowledge will be used to understand the water sources of Spring Creek. It was noted that there are 
still questions on the process of how water leaves the river bed and this will be further studied during 
the summer months.  

Mr Wilson advised members that there is funding available from MBIE for a period of three years. He 
noted that it is coming up to the end of the first year. It was reported that funding has also been 
received from MDC which has enabled investigations on the Wairau River to occur. 

It was noted that there are still a lot of unanswered questions and that there needs to be more 
research done to understand the mechanics and then decide if it is something that we can manage or 
if it is a natural occurrence. There is no definitive date on when there may be some conclusion. 

Clrs Barsanti/Arbuckle 
That the reports be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Peter Hamill, Environmental Scientist was present for the following item. 

R.15/16.444 Recreational Water Quality - Summer 
2015/2016 E370-007-001 

The Recreational Water Quality – Summer 2015/16 report for the year 2015/16 was presented to the 
Committee by Peter Hamill. To highlight this report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – 
Record No. 16109607). 

It was reported that 12 coastal beaches and nine river sites were sampled weekly from the beginning 
of November 2015 until the end of March 2016. It was noted that samples were analysed for the 
concentration of faecal indicator bacteria - E.coli for river samples, Enterococci for coastal samples.  
These bacteria are an indicator for faecal contamination, which has the potential to affect the health of 
recreational water users, such as swimmers and surfers. 

The results from the six sites indicate that faecal bacteria concentrations were within safe levels for all 
samples taken.  These sites included Marfells Beach, Pukatea/Whites Bay, Ngakuta Bay and the 
Wairau River at Blenheim Rowing Club. 

Members were advised that the unusually low levels of indicator bacteria compared to previous years 
at the two Waikutakuta/Robin Hood Bay sampling sites were attributed to the build-up of a natural 
temporary sand bar that filtered the water of streams flowing into the bay.  

It was reported that the Picton Foreshore and Taylor River at riverside had contaminations with 
reasons not related to rainfall. The high reading at Momorangi Bay was due to system failure and this 
was remedied. 
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It was noted that the sampling results were also analysed together with results from previous summer 
seasons to determine trends in indicator bacteria concentrations and a grading system was applied 
that allows the assessment of the overall recreational water quality of a site, the SFR Grades.  

The SFR Grades were last reviewed in 2014, but trend analysis showed a significant change in 
recreational water quality at a number of sites and the grades were again reviewed as part of the 
report.  

It was noted that for most of the sites that were added to the programme in 2012, sufficient data has 
now been collected to allow assignment of interim SFR Grades and these grades were identified in the 
agenda item. 

Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti   
That the report be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Ian Sutherland, Resource Management Officer was present for the following item. 

R.15/16.445 Road Name Request - Omaka Landing 
(Colonial Vineyard Limited) U150889 

Approval was sought from the Committee on the proposed names for the Omaka Landing 
development and the renaming of the previously approved “Harvard Crescent”. 

Members were advised the Sub-committee, that had been established to assist the developers with 
options for appropriate aviation themed names, have met. The approved list of names which were 
included in the agenda were discussed. It was noted that they are both aviation themed and comply 
with the road naming policy. It was noted that there had been a request for the previously approved 
Harvard Crescent to be changed to Harvard Road. Mr Sutherland advised that alternative names had 
been provided for consideration if the preferred names were declined. 

It was reported that the new proposed names have been circulated to iwi, local historians and 
Marlborough Roads for comment. Two submissions were received. It was reported that the 
submission from Te Runanga A Rangitane o Wairau recommended that Omaka Drive and Rangitane 
Drive be considered. It was reported that there is a Rangitane Drive in Havelock so does not comply 
with our road naming policy. 

Members were advised that the only issue identified from the main list of names proposed is the 
length of Catalina Crescent, however as this is one of the longer roads in the development it should 
not cause any problem. 

It was noted that the names on the alternative do not comply with the policy as fully.  There is the 
minor duplication risk of Omaka Drive with the existing Omaka Downs Road. Tthe other names 
contain two words instead of the one name preferred by the policy and several contain a higher 
number of characters. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield  
1. That the information be received. 

2. That the new roads be named as shown on the appended map (Appendix 1).  This 
includes the renaming of the previously approved “Harvard Crescent” road name as 
shown on the appended map. 

Carried 
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Appendix 1 
Plan Showing Proposed Roads 
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ATTENDANCE: Karen Winter, Environmental Health officer was present for the following item. 

R.15/16.446 Environmental Health: Unsanitary Living 
Conditions under the Health Act  
 E350-004-009-02 

The report to the Committee provided information on what the Environmental Health’s responsibility 
and duties are in regard to resolving unsanitary living conditions and/or hoarding. To highlight this 
report a powerpoint presentation was shown (presentation filed in Trim – Record No. 16109645). 

Members were advised that under the Health Act 1956 (the Act) Council has the responsibility to 
inspect any conditions likely to be injurious to health or offensive and cause all proper steps to be 
taken to remedy these situations. It was noted that the new Health Act bill was introduced to 
Parliament in 2007 but has had only one reading todate. 

It was noted that Environmental Health Officers are involved in assisting hoarders and/or people living 
in unsanitary conditions to improve their situation and that they are attending to more of these as time 
goes on. 

Ms Winter spoke to her presentation which showed some of the situations that they have been dealing 
with. It was noted that Alec NcNeil, Solid Waste Manager has provided some budget towards dealing 
with the rubbish at these sites. 

It was noted that Officers do work alongside the people involved and include agencies that can assist 
to improve people’s living conditions. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield   
That the information be received. 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Rachel Mercer, Environmental Health officer was present for the following item. 

R.15/16.447 Food Act 2014 Transition E350-004-009-02 
The report to the Committee provided an update on the progress made so far in transitioning to the 
Food Act 2014. 

Members were advised that under the Act Council has the authority to register food businesses and 
undertake verifications of certain types of registrations. There is a three year transition period where 
different categories of business have to acquire a new registration within a defined period. It was 
noted that Council’s systems have been updated to manage all requirement under the Act. 

It was reported that 14 workshops have been held for food businesses on how to operate under the 
new Act. The workshops have been well attended. 

It was noted that there are four registrations under the new Act which have all been verified within their 
one month timeframe. Registrations under the old system are due to expire on 30 June. Ms Mercer 
advised that many of the premises who are required to transition by March 2017 are expected to 
register under the new Act rather than continue their current registration. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield 
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Jono Underwood, Biosecurity Co-ordinator was present for the following item. 

R.15/16.448 Biosecurity Cost Recovery Fees  
  E360-000-001 
The report to the Committee outlined the results of the consultation process regarding the review of 
Biosecurity Cost Recovery Fees and sought ratification of the reviewed fee schedule. 

Mr Underwood reported that consultation regarding the fee schedule had been undertaken in March 
with no submissions being received. 

Clrs Barsanti/Beech 
1. That the information be received. 

2. That the following proposed fees are ratified for implementation from 1 July 2016: 

Notice of Direction - section 122(2) $152.17 + GST 

Notice of Direction - section 122(1) $152.17 + GST 

Notice of Direction - section 122(1) no prior facilitation no charge 

Notice of Intention to Work on Default $152.17 + GST 

Inspection Fee $100.00 + GST per hour 

Carried 

ATTENDANCE: Shelley Lines, Environmental Protection Officer/Contract Manager was present for the 
following item. 

R.15/16.449 Dog Attack Prosecution E305-004-006 
The report to the Committee provided information on the outcome of the recent dog attack 
prosecution. 

Members were advised that there are just over 10,000 dogs registered in Blenheim with 40 registered 
as dangerous dogs. It was noted that there have been eight attacks so far this year of which none 
have been by the pit bull breed.  

In response to a query raised with regards to unregistered dogs. Ms Lines advised that it is difficult to 
determine the number of unregistered dogs in Marlborough but noted that there were a number of 
unregistered dogs last year and these were all followed up and by the new registration period they had 
all been registered. 

Ms Lines discussed the recent dog prosecution case and noted that public risk was the main concern 
as there had been a previous incident for which an infringement notice had been issued.  

Members were advised that Council has provided a submission to the associate Minister of Local 
Government on the current dog control regime’s operation and had offered suggestions for 
improvements to the Act. It was noted that an acknowledgement of the submission had been received 
and any results from the submission would be reported back to the Committee. 

Ms Lines noted that a Dog Owner Satisfaction Survey questionnaire (included with the Information 
Package) had been sent out to all dog owners with their registration renewal documents, 135 
completed questionnaires have been received so far. Officers will analyse the responses to determine 
how Council’s dog control services may better meet the needs of customers.  

Clrs Arbuckle/Shenfield 
That the information be received. 

Carried 
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ATTENDANCE: Lauren Kensington, Environmental Protection Officer was present for the following 
item. 

R.15/16.450 High Volume Wastewater Management in 
the Marlborough Sounds E330-003-003-02 

The report provided an update to the Committee on the monitoring of the discharge of high volume 
and commercial wastewater in the Marlborough Sounds for the summer period of 2015/2016. 

Ms Kensington advised members that there are currently 20 wastewater systems being monitored 
annually in the Sounds with only one discharging to sea. The consent for that discharge expires in 
August of this year, all others are discharging to land. 

It was noted that the compliance results have increased since the report was written with two consents 
previously rated as yellow (technical non-compliant) now rated as green (compliant) bringing the total 
number to 10 discharges rated as compliant. 

Members were advised that the Portage Hotel has ceased discharging to sea and is now operating a 
new discharge to land system on DOC land in Cowshed Bay. It was noted that the final aspects of the 
new system are being completed.  

It was noted that the Portage residents are now using their own discharge to land scheme which was 
commissioned in mid-2015 with one resident choosing to install their own wastewater system 
contained within their property under a separate discharge permit. 

It was noted that there are two consents which are rated as significant non-compliance and these are 
being addressed, one through a new application for resource consent and the other through the 
installation of a new system. 

Clrs Barsanti/Shenfield  
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.15/16.451 Schedule 1 Exemption 2 R450-002-B01 
The report to the Committee sought adoption of the new consenting process to the Building Control 
Group territorial function. The process is to receive and process applications to exempt the need for a 
building consent under Schedule 1, Exemption 2 and to set a fee for this activity. 

It was noted that the report has previously been before this Committee.  

Members were advised that the schedule of fees were advertised and submissions sought. No 
submissions were received. 

Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti   
That this report and fee structure is adopted.  System and fees apply from 1 July 2016. 

Carried 

R.15/16.452 Aids to Navigation H100-005-14 
The report to the Committee provided an update of the on-going management of Aids to Navigation 
(AtoNs). 

Members were advised that IALA standards for all lit navigation aids have been achieved for the past 
six weeks. 
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It was reported that a GSM capable light has been installed at Shag Point which enables constant 
monitoring of the light status and battery.  It was noted that this is very useful and a second GSM light 
has now been purchased for installation at Robertson Pt in Port Underwood. 

Members were advised that the lighting in the Queen Charlotte Sound, east of Dieffenbach Pt, is being 
reviewed with a view to lighting the deep water shipping channel east of Long Island.  It was noted that 
a draft scoping report is being prepared.   

Clrs Arbuckle/Barsanti 
That the information be received. 

Carried 

R.15/16.453 Information Package - 
Clrs Shenfield/Barsanti   
That the Regulatory Department Information Package dated 16 June 2016 be received and 
noted. 

Carried 

The meeting closed at 3.08 pm 

Record No:  16109651 


	Minutes of a Meeting of the ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE held in the Council Chambers, 15 Seymour Street, Blenheim on THURSDAY 16 JUNE 2016 commencing at 1.00 pm
	R.15/16.441 Confirmation of Sub-Committee Business
	R.15/16.442 Annual Air Quality Monitoring Report - Blenheim 2015 E300-004-003-01
	R.15/16.443 Wairau River - Wairau Aquifer Interaction Project Update E345-007-001
	R.15/16.444 Recreational Water Quality - Summer 2015/2016 E370-007-001
	R.15/16.445 Road Name Request - Omaka Landing (Colonial Vineyard Limited) U150889
	R.15/16.446 Environmental Health: Unsanitary Living Conditions under the Health Act   E350-004-009-02
	R.15/16.447 Food Act 2014 Transition E350-004-009-02
	R.15/16.448 Biosecurity Cost Recovery Fees    E360-000-001
	R.15/16.449 Dog Attack Prosecution E305-004-006
	R.15/16.450 High Volume Wastewater Management in the Marlborough Sounds E330-003-003-02
	R.15/16.451 Schedule 1 Exemption 2 R450-002-B01
	R.15/16.452 Aids to Navigation H100-005-14
	R.15/16.453 Information Package -


